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A HISTORICAL SERECH OF GUERRILLA ORGANIZATIONS ON SAMAR

1 hersby certify that the following ie true according to the best
of oy knowledge end beliefs

That I served as Intelligence Officer of the ?3:1 Division, Puere
rilla Force, Semar Avea Commmnd, On 8 June 1946, I was relieved from
the Philippine Army witht the ramk of lst Lieutenamt. The following is
a brief historicsl sketeh of Guerrille orgenizations on Samar,

On 24 May 1942, the day preeedins the landing of the Japanese Im=
perial Forcec on Samer, mractisslly mll the forces that remained on
this 1aland were elements of the lst, 2ni and 3rd Compenies, Fhilippine
Constabulery Hattalion (original designation bef-re Induetion into
USAFFE), and & few scattered Fhilippine Army unitu at Cataymsn, Boron-

. gan and Weight,

The Frovineial Inspector (equivelemt to the present frovincial
Provost Marshal, WPC), wes Major Andres V, Bartolome. The Battalion
Commander, Prilippine Constabulary, was Captain (now Major) fedre ¥V,
Merritt. The other officers wores Captein (now Mejor) Forfirio Jaim,
Station Commender, Cotarman; 2nd Lt (mow Captein) Femesic Gubatenm,
attached wnassigned, Cptarman Station, Philippine Srmys 2nd Lt. (now
Captain) Amafo Savel!lano, JO, 2nd Samer Compeny, Thilippine Comstabula-
ryy OCaptain largiono Lim, Station Oommander, Borungan; 2nd Lt. (now Oape
tain) Remon Derillo, JO, 3rd Semer Compenyj lst Lt. (now € aptain) Galie
gano lmehica, Codre Commnder, Oatbalogems lst Lt, (now Captainm)
Bautista, Pisbursing Officer, Fhilippine Army; and 2nd Lt. (now Captain)
Eduardo P, Soliman, JO, 1st Semar Compeny, FPhilippine Conatabulary.
While thim is not a cemplete roster of Fhilippine Army officers on Sa=
mar at the time of the surrenier, vet, for purposes of thias sheteh,
the names siven will sulffice,

With the exeeption of e jor Andrea V. Bartolome, Frovinciel Inge
pector, none of the of ficers previously mentioned, swrendered to the
Jepanese lmperial Forces. Except Major Andres V, Bprtoloms who surrens
dered, and Captain Forfirio Jein, who left Catarman near the end of May,
1942, for distinations outeide of Samar, all of the officera abowve mEne
tioned remained on Semer,

As though signalled by scme unseen force the pecple of Semsr spone
tanecusly and simultsnecusly ross to defy the might and suthorisy of
the invaders. The latter were glven no rest ani bsgame confused and
diseouraged, until it was impossible to determine the wictors from the
vanguished. In this by-play of human eggressivensss and cunning, the
of ficers who d4id not surrender had & moast important rola.

In the Aseumption that upon the incapseity or disabillty of the
Commanding Officer, the second in eommend takes over, upon the surren=
éder of Major * V., Bartoloms to the Japemese Imperizl Forces, Cape
tein Fedro V, l-ﬂﬂ. Battalion Commander, Ihilippine Constabulary,
Ssnar, rightly took over the command of all the remaining Filipino fore
ces in Ssmer, organized them and molded them into herd hitting combat
teams,

Yor purpeses of tactical operations, the islabd of Semer was divie
ded into Seetors. There were four mein sectars, The liorther Samap
Seetor, Ipstern Sgmar Seetor, Western Smmar Sector, and Southesn Semay
Sector, The Northerp Samar wae plaged under the ¢ ond
Lt. Amallo Sgvellano with Lt. Gubaten as sseond in the
fgatern Semer Seetor was under the sommund o7 28d Lt. "emon Dorilley
the Vgstern Sguar Seetor was under the conmend of 2nd Lt. Eduardo Felinamy
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and Southern Ssmar Sesctor was under the commend of lst Lt. (now Ex.
Captain) Lino Nacario (pre-war elected Major of Calbiga who became
& guerrilla leader).

The vast of the officers were placed on duty with the staff of
the Oommander, Captain Marritt.

On £ June 1942, on the provincial hichwey, approxim tely a kilo-
metcr Tast of Bo, Mokiwalo, Mondrasgon, m squad of Fhilippine Conatabue
lary men, under the commend of Lt. Savellemo, fired the shot that gel-
yanized the people of Semar into actiom. Om this ogeesion all the Jap-
anese officers end men who were in the ille-fated automobils met thelr
yainglorious deathe. This shot reververated to the fartherst mook of
Semar and awoke the population to the reality of the begimmings of
(usrrilla Varfare. Over night, there was frenzied sstivity all over
the ilands. Japansse garrisons were stormed, patrols were embushed,
tridges destroyed, transportation end commmication Mines disrupted.

Thic state of affeirs continued until Jepemese garriscns on Forth -
ern and Fastern Somer were abandoned by the Jepemese Forses., For a
pericd of over a year, or from the middle of Cetober, 1942, to sbout
the middle of Februsry, 1944, no son of Mippon dared $read on the for.
bidden terrain of Northern, Eastern and Southern Semar, This was the
ere of peace within em epoch of war., Apd this proved to be the undoing
of the Jepenese lmperisl Forces, &er, within this perice the verious
guerrilis unite were able to econsclidate and take in mors of fiperas and
men. These new elements were given the necessery training that quali.
fied them well for their combat assignmentis.

In the month of Jamuary, 1943, Merritt®s Guerrille ¥ orce mie
the firat contact with the outside world when e eontact men of Colomel
Macarie Feralta, Jr., landed at Bo. Spn Jouguin, Tinmhecan, Semar.
Thia was the break that Captain Merritt had been leocking forward to
for so long sc amxicusly, For this mesnt the ultimets legalizetion of
all his activities. From this first contact subsequent and more Ire-
quent contacta were made. The famed Penay CGuerrilla leader gave Captalm
Herritt express orders to organize and assune commend of the 93rd Divi-
gion, under the IV Fhilippine Corps, Army of the United Stetes of ime.
rica. He was mede Island Cormender of Samar. Thua, in Falruery, 1943,
the 95rd DPiviasion, IV Fhilippine Yorpe,ATEA, was born under the come
mand of Captain Fedro V, Merritt.

This 99rd Division had four Pegiments. The 97th Regiment, under
the command of Ma jor Alfomso Jaime (a Fhilippine , (IBAFFR) offiosr
who saw eotion in Mindemso), the SBth Regiment under Ceptain Elpidic
Apsenicg the 99th Regiment under Ceptain Tibureio Jonsony mad the 100th
Regiment unfer Csptein Mercisne Lim. The lsland of Semar was divided
into sonea end sach Regiment operated vithin one zone. Ths "7th Regle
ment had jurisdictiom cver sll the territory begimning firom the municie
pality of Cptbalogsn to the mumieipality of Sta, Bite, The 98th Regiment
covered all the territery from B. Naga, Fernani to the mmicipality of
Cras. The 99th Regiment exsrcised effective control cver the territory
from the mmieipality of Pelapag to the munieipality of Laezores. iad
the 100th Regiment had somtrol of the area from the munieipality of Allem
$o the mmnieipality of Candara.

The primary funstion of this Yivision wes Intelligence. Tactisal
operation was secondary. This was in acecrdance with direptives re-
peceived from Genersl Hesdquarters, South Vest Faeifie Ares, through
Headquarters IP Philippine Corps, AUSA,

With the organization of the 93rd Pivision more rerschnal were takan
in, Neturally more supplies were mesded. And gonesquently, more
ecommandeering of foodstuffs and supplies and needed equipment was

_made, The people peacted fevorably and willingly supported the
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guorrilla forees.

Aside from the above 93 Division, there were other Guerrilla
organizations on Samer. One was the Fhilippine Ouerrilla Forses under
the leaderahiip and commend of the late Congressmen Fedro R, Aptechs,
He carried the rank of Brigedier-leneral, However, his ure and

subgequent licuidatdon by the enemy saused the Philippine la
Forees to disintegrate, Up to this writing, said wmit has not been
Hlnnlinud.

Another was the 97th Infantry Regiment, 92nd Division, under the
comuand of Major Luciemo Abia. This unit eontrolled the area from
the mmicipality of Ste, Rita to the mmicipality of Hanglga.

The last was the Volunteer Serviece Corps under the command of
1st Lt. (now O aptein) Manuel Velley. This unit assumed juwrisdiction
over the territory of the munieipalities of Guiuan end Saloedo., Ultie
mately, this wnit was merged into the 98th Infantry Regiment, 92nd
Diviasion, under Lt-Col. Tuan Ceausing.

: Savie for the extant of the territories over whieh these various
guerrille units exersiszed tomtrol, thelir operatiocns were pragticelly
of the ssme nature, : :

on 4 Cotober 194, (later revised to 4 Ogtober 1943), the guerrilla
wnits under Major Fedro V. Merritt, Major Lucieso Abis, and Lte-Colonsl
Juan Ceusing were recognized hy General Ha;adqunrtprl. éc'.n.lt‘.h liest Pacifie
Apsa, designated as the 97rd Division, Cusrrilla *orees, Semer Ares
Command, end placed tmder the overeall command of LteColonel Charlss
Smith, Mejor Merritt was deaigmeted Ohief-of-Starf, LtwOol. Causing,
Ma jor Apia and Captain Soliman were deaignatd Regimental Commendersa,

Subsequently, Lt-Ool, Smith was relieved by Lt=Col, Causing., Iajor
Herritt continued to Ohiefeof-Staff, There wers three Regiments
themy the 97th Infentry, under Major Apia; the 90th Infantry, under
€ aptein Sclimans and the 99th Infentry, under ©eptain Arrieta,

On 4 May 1945, the ¢3rd Division OF, Semar Area Cormand, was
activated into the 42nd Infantry, Pnilippine Acmy, under the command
of Colonel Juan Ogsuwing., In March 1946, the hond Infantry, PA, wms
deactivated, This deactivetion brought to a close the sagn of Cuerrilla
Warfere on Samar,

Done at Tacloben, “eyte, Fhilippines, on 28 Fehrusry 1947.

;E‘l'r Elj G. Garny, Jr,
ELI G. GAREY, TR,
CERTIFIED TRUE COCFY,

MARGARITO O, DALUSONG
Certifying “laims Investigator
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