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FILE NO, SUBJECT: Recognition of Guerrillas
(1) FROM: = G=-3 704
Gapt‘ H- J- 1.'.Thiti':3 Lt- Eﬂll .H.q. L-l- ShaftDE

The collection of firearms from civilians in an allen country
is the direct responsibilitly of the government of the country con-
cerned. +~hey should if they pass legislation of this nature, assume
all responsibilities that would result, such as finances, work in=
volved, and any criticism that would result. The U, S. Government
is not strictly adhering to its policy of Hands Off if it abets a

country in enforcing its laws.,

Shortly after the Liberation of the Philippines the Government
of the United States adopted a set of policy of compensating worthy
guerrillas and relatives of guerrillas who openly resisted and ald~-
ed in resisting the enemy., Certain rules and regulations were for-
mulated so as to determine who these individuals were. LThe rules
and regulations have proven eatisfactory thru experience.

If the Philippine Government desires to disarm all lawless
clements within its confines then I repeat, it should accept all
responsibilities flnpancial and otherwise in connection with this

policy,

To recognize the large number of individuals who surrender
firearms, and make claims, they are bonafide guerrillas, will consti-
- gutes a terrific amount of work, and involves unknown financial |
problems for the next thirty years (30). In addition to this it
will create certain abuses.

Some of which are:

A. Extensive black markets for dealling in weapons.

B. Individuals who never resisted the enemy, %in many cases
aided them). Will purchase weapons and easily secure affi-
davits substanting their claims of heing bonafide guerrill=

' aSa -

C. Tend to lowers the morale of recognized guerrillas. (Be~
cause of Section B). |

D, Place in as precarious situation thousands of bonaflde '
guerrillas who have already obeyed the law, by voluntarily
surrendering their weapons and have nothing to show for it.

The expectation that 50,000 guerrillas will surrender weapons
is greatly under estimated. in outlaying barﬁins many of the cliti=-
zens have two, and sometime three weapons. (the figures should be



around 250,000),

Conclusions:
Unquestionably a plan of this nature would not meet the app~

roval of the majority of bonafide guerrillas., %? fact it will in
all probability create a feeling of unrest, W Chiicht lead to
- serious internal trouble.

Recommendations:

That we stick to our original objectives - to compensate
only those,sand their familiés who resisted the enemy. And not
to accept any other plan that would retard or prolong the imm-

ediate assistance of these people.

Gasual Sectiun
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II,

2, Definite erganization, adequate pecords,
3. Adequate mmll, compensurate operations,
4 Comtimuity of activity,

S5 Mall time service,
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Discussion

Certaln requirements must be met, based on the laws as passed
by Congress of the U. S. The Hissing Persons Act and the
Veterans Administration laws are two of the laws which have
definite effect,

We D. Flan for Canualty.ﬂdministratinn upen reoccupation
of the Philippines.

1l Par V Fiscal Administration

(A) Upon return to control of person, determined to be
entitled to acerued pay during ahﬂenee, ac%inn as follows is
authﬂ'riaﬂd .

(B) « Members of ‘the Philippine Army, X x x the C. G.
USAFFE may cause payment of acerued pay from the proper apprd-
priation and with appropriate deduction.

: (C) In ceses of death or findings of death any insurance
beneficiaries or relatives eligible for pemsion; x x x should
be advised to present claims to x x x Veterans Administration

X X x agency in the Philippines.

2 Par ?II.Philippina Army

(A) The Missing Persons Act has baen authoritatively held
applicable to members of the P. A. ordered into the services of
the armed forces of the U. 8. and placed under command of the
Cs Go UBAPER ) X B3 2. X X X K 2% % X Xig

| (B) Matters pertinent to pension and National Service
Life Insurance are for determination and action by the Veterans

Administration,

At a later date it was determined that the P. A. soldier was not
dincluded in the Missing Persons Act,

Since then & bill (BR 6508) has been presented to Congress giving
the P.A. scldier certein benefits.
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Paraphrase extracts of Radio 0-81502 Z 9 June 46 (Bill
in Congress to benefit veteran of the Philippine Army H, R,
6508). Ceopy tab.

Personnel who were with the service of the armed forces of
the U, S, prior to 4 July 46 as part of the Army of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines,

lMembers of the Guerrilla forces properly organized and
recognized by the Armed Forces of the U, 5. on or after 7 Dec
41 provided the commander under whom the guerrilla served was
appointed or designated by the Commanding General of the Seuth
I;?t&PqE;tgu or other competent and authoriged authority in
<] ™ o s

The above based on the order published by the President
of the U, S, dated 26 July 41, .

The services rendered were in accordance to regulations
promulgated by the Secretary of War.

It was determined that all such services which may have
been performed was substantially of similar character and is
eonsidered honorable service as would have been rendered by
pl?l:i:ll of the A, U, S. under similar conditions and eir-
Cums CEs .,

&, GO 51 forbids U.5. Army personnel to confiscate
any weapons that are inm the hands of Filipinos, except for
cause. This order states it is the duty of the MPC (PA).
USATIG when they were in the fleld were permitted to receive
weapons from any guerrilla that desired te turn same in,

b. Executive Order No. 68, signed by President Osmena
dated 26 September 1946 Par 2 orders all unreecognized guer-
rilla units to turn in their arms. The Presidential Proe-
lamation &lthough ordering all Guerrillas to turn in Weapons
had very little effect on the lawless elements. In most of
the cases where Weapons were turned in it was done by the law

ablding guerrillas.

¢. Radio 26 June 1946 WARTAG "GAB APWESPAC has respon-
sibility :itg:I.rziting eligibllity f-: rE::;ggiinn; this
ap 8 B en 0 cover rtqnirlm 8
{-3 (2) HR 608,"

d. Ex Order 21 defines, ranks ades and length of
service when in lmm;im;

DECLASSI] )
Authority N”Oﬁ%ﬂép |




as Points in favor of accepting this proposal: -

3 (i) It will assist the government in restoring law and
el

(2) The speedy establishment of lew and order will assist
immeasurably in bringing foreign eapital into the Islands, hence,
improving the economie conditions of the Islands, -

(3) It will strengthen the politieal prestige of the
President,

ae The advantage of such a poliecy would be in dis=-
arning the civilians and unrecognized guerrilla for the Republie
of the Philippines,

be Points in favor of rejecting the proposal:

(1) It will be contrary to the Directives of General
MacArthur,

(2) Restoration of law and order within the islands is a
matter for the Republic of the Philippines.

(3) Although the intention of the President 1s undeniably
gsincere, well-thought out and based upon an obviously dangerous
int-rnni situvation, the acceptance of this proposal will amount to
nothing more than a deal made by the government of the Republic of
the Philippines using American money to pay off,

(4) Errors have been made due to lack of records; duplieating,
removing, overlooking, and dropping of deserving names and adding
names of friends or relutiv!u% depending upon the memory of the
commanding officer of the unit,

(5) A recognized guerrilla in the service of the US 1s en-
titled to all pay, allowance, hosplitalization and benefits
authorized by the present or future laws, Lump recognition adds
additional burdens on the US Treasury,

(6) Wnile apparently the question of recognition would be
solved quickly, legitimate claims would have to be recognized at
a latter date, The present method 1s as fair to all concerned as
the situation allows, in spite of its errors, Changing the rules
would cause ir-.t discontent among those already recognized, The
US Treasury is obligated for an indeterminate sum in the future.
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8. A mere possession of a weapon does not indicate that
the person who possess such weapon had done anything to contri-
bute materially to the eventusl defeat of the enemy. It would
- even recognize such persons who had gained a weapon from the
enemy for their asseciation and employment by the enemy.

s AT present many weapons are still obtainable in the
ifields and hills, and it would incourage a hunt for such weapons.
Many persons have collected both enemy and allied arms for
souvenirs purposes and it would encourage these people to distri-
bute such arms to their friends and relatives in order to gain
recognition, pay, and the advantages of the recognized guerrilla.

10. Buch a policy would be a discredit to the United States
government and its Army, in that we would not be fulfilling our
promise to recognize the bonafide guerrilla, but rather we would
be recognizing any person claiming to be a guerriila who had a
weapon 1in his possession regardless of if he used it or not or

whom he used it against.

4, It 1s belleved the number of men involved will be far
in excess of the 50,000 estimated by President Roxas. An exami-
nation of the following figures will clarify this contention:

a, Excluslve of easualties 1,025,000 individuals
have claimed recognition as guerrillss,

b. Of this number 241,000 have been recognized,
412,000 have been unfavorably considered, and 372,000 remain to
be considered.
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guerrillas whu.infutad the provinces of Cavitesnd Batangas,
Alun;thn-ﬂbrun;in Mindanao, |

Recognition of sueh individuales will cheapen the name
of/and the work done by the genuine guerrillas. It will make
a farce of all the work that has been done by the guerrillas
up to the present,

,é; It would be reeognizing persons who had not complied
with Executive Order No., 684 by the President of the Philippines,
dated 26 September 1945, whieh statesy "That all arms, ammunie
Adons, and military supplies and equipment in the possession

/ of unrecognized guerrilla units or of individual members of

- suech units be immediately turned in to the commander of the
nearest unit of the United States Army of of the Philippines,”

2, In many cases 1t would recognize persons who were
never in a guerrilla status, but who had Jlim arms by finding
them on the battle field, buying them, and procurring them
by other means, and 1t would place these people im the same
category as the bonified guerrilla,

3. If such policy was used it would indicate a possible
strife among the wvarious unrecognized units and individvoals in
order to obtaln the arms in the possession of other guerrilla
or none-guerrilla units or individuals.

‘iﬁ It openly admits that the Republie of the Philippines
is unable to disarm its civilians, and is trying to propose
such a plan to bribe the United E&ltﬂl Army to disarm their
eivilians for them,

S5+ In most cases the persons turning in the Wrms could
not have previouely fullfilled the requirements the previously
set by General Douglas MacArthur,
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Conaluglong:

It is believed that thie is a method of procuring weapons
that the Government of the Philippines hss been unable to procure or

take away from certain lawless elements,

8. That it is a medium to put the responsibility on the
AUS or the United States Government,

b, That it will not improve the situation in regards to
bona=fide guerrillas and will put into the hande of the lawless elew
~ ments a club whieh will show them their strength,

It is believed that this method is against the policy of the
War Department directives that the AUS should not interfére with any
of the functions of the Republic of the Philippines.

The proposal is of little benefibs to the US

Completely change the entire conception eof the raaagni‘t;inn
of guerrillas und will destroy all of the work previcusly done by
this Branch, .

It will gost the tax-payers of the United States untold
billions of dollars in outright cash payments and veterans bene-
fits, Tt will give rise to rackéts pressure and illfeeling on
the part of the genuine guerrillas and those who did something
but not enough to receive s recognition, if they are not so fortunate
as to posses AFWEGPAC,

-
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Recommendationas

I. That the request for the United Stnth; to take the responsibi-
1ity of the recovery of the weapons in the hands of certain

elements of the Philippines be disapproveds

Il. Mt_thnmammunm“mﬁpbyuﬁﬁ-hm,umdtuu-
complish the recognition of guerrillas,

IIX. That the proposal be disapproved in all 1ts entirely,

L
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FILE NO. SUBJECT: Froposed ’LEU”UluLDP of
Guer l’lll.;} 5

16 July 1946

(1) FROI: G TO3
Ha. . CUSHWAN Li'. GOL. CARNAHAW
For Agalnst '
b P e TS $) aE ;
1. Would ga ther in.now in 1. Peaceful Guerrillas have alresdy
hands of folllﬂE turned in arms.

2+ Would cut down the pro- 2. Recognition would be extended

‘cess of recognition. to persons not worthy of same.
3. Would tend To decrease 3. Would increase gangster activi-

ropberies as arms would ties to possess arms. Stealing

not be avallable to com- would be common.

mit then.

4. American and P. A. ' arms woluld
be stolen by gangsters.

5. Deceased batile casualties could
not be recognized.

6. Tt is belittling the President's
proclamation.

7« It appears that this is a politi-
cal move for there agre& more non-
recogniged Guerrillas than recog-
nlzed ones.

8. Morale would be lowered among
: Guerrillas who tried to dbey
President's Proclamation to letter.

Summary: l. From the gbove it appears that thls actlion would
cause the (Governument to lose face, as it is catering to the law-
less element and not to a people that are trying to do right.
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2. This action would cost the U.S5. Govi a great
al of money which in my opinion is not goling to be used
roperly.

{I:

s
B

3. This action will tend to cause a declided splivd
between tnﬂ Dﬂunlldﬂ Guerrillas who have been recognized
under th Pﬂeuent policy and those recognized under the
proposed one. This would definitely divide the new Hepublic.

4. Gangster tactics would definitely be used to
secure arms for recognition of undesirable "persons.

-

[T

The contemplated action seems to ¢carry-a penalty
for those persons trying to obey orders, and presents the
lawless group with a silver spoon.

— 5 #
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Proposed rltngnitinn uf

Guerrvillias
16 Ju1y51946
.M, CUSRMAN - LT. COL, CARNAMAN
- FOw - | v : Against
1s Would pather in now in 1. Peaceful Guerrilias have alrsady
bands of Guerrilles . - turned in arms. |
2.,nnuld cut down the prﬁﬁ- 2. Hnantnitiun wounld be extended
cegs of recognition. €0 parsons not worthy of same,
3. Yould tend %o decrease 2, Would increase ganester activie
robberiesz as arms would tiez to posssss arms. Stegling
nui :; avallable to con- wouid be commone .
i . ' '

4..ﬂmari¢ﬁn lﬁﬁ Pe Ay arms would
be stolen by gangsters.

5+ Deceased battle easualties counld
not be recognliged.

6. It is belittling the President's
proclamation. '

7« 1t appears that this is a politi-
c¢al move for there are more none
recognized Guerrillas than recog-
mized ones. 1

8., Horale would be lowered anong
Guerrillas who tried to ébey
Prepident'z FProelasmstion to letter.

1t 1. From the above 1t appears that this action would
cause Governnent to lose face, as 1t 18 catering to the lawe
lesa elemant and not to a people {hat are trving to deo right,

Jgs
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G=3, PHILIPPINE ARMY DIVISION
GUERRILLA AFFAIRS BRANCH

Reecognition of Guerrillas in Return for Useable Weapons

The undersigned believes that the U.8, Army should take no part im the
bribery of individuals to elear the Fhilippines of their arms for the fol-

lowing reasong;

-

1, It is beyond the power of this headyuarters to change the interpreta=
tion of a boma=fide guerrilla as directed by General NMacArthur,

2, It appears that the Philippime Commonwealth admits its inabllity to
@isarm certain subersive elements &f the mation. This writer feels. that
the U.8, Arny ceamnot attempt the disarming of emother nation while en-

Joying a status of a foreign but eooperating agenay.

3. The fairness and justice to the boma=fide gwrrilla who obeyed the law
m‘turnﬂ in his arms when ordered to do so by Presidential order Neo. 68
is suestioned, Those who collected the discarded arms of the forees during
the imvasion would be the only ones to bemefit, For no other reason, but
mmﬁ-flfinm,‘lum put a eollaborator or a buy and sell
men in & position to ereate his loyally status and therefore exonerate
hingelf from paying his dues to society under the law of the Philippines.

4e In the past, AFWESPAC bas been attacked by the press through eertain
elements as having recognised the so called foke guerrillas for one
reason and another, However, in adopting this peolicy this agency would
definitely be commiting the very crime for which they have often been

accuced,
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The problem of recognizing guerrillas by this method also brings up the
qunatiun of having p&rlnnu'hﬂnﬂma eligible for veterans benefits, who,
in truth or in fact, may not have contributed in.anr way to the war
effort. The question of pensions and hospitalisetion for those who
;unliﬂy by miraly donating & ucable fire arm seems entirely out of the
auestion and nuuld unnecessarily obligate the U,S8. Government to congie

derable axpense for many years to come,

In eonclusion, this writer wishes to state that he believes this
;uahtian.tn be one which should be emphatically and firmly turned down
for thl reasons stated above, When thélPhﬂippiua Commonwealth presents
such a plan, it tends leave the 1mprﬁsainn that the present administra=
tion is not yet ready to hﬂhﬂiﬁ its own internal affairs. Such a plan
is only a means to satisfy the lawless elements who have not obeyed the

lill as laid down in the paste

It is further recogmended that perhaps a, substitube plam could be placed
into férce, such as the purchase of the weapons from these elements. The
opinion of the undersigned is that any such plan should originate and
be financed by the Philippine Commonwealth itself,

DONALD M. THONPSON
2nd Lt., Inf,
Guerrills Affairs Branch,

DECLAss;,.

Author Jt}_f‘fﬂj ? *‘?;"71?

T R



il
i 41
st
g ummm i
32
mhm_mmmm
mmmr :
i m

m m
mwmm



GIQ AFPAD

s mn.mm“m“““ A
8. Mssion (P 5 EX UBATG History) Tab

~of guerrilla wnits final sction on recognition

b, mmmun. (P 7 EX USATG History) Tab
(1) Field Servies,
42) Definlte orgmisation, adequate recerds.
(3) Adequate comtrol, commensumwte eperations,
(4) Contimulty of astivity.
(5) Ml time serviee,
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Certain rﬁﬂrﬂtt must be met, based on the laws ‘Ihlih
are the Missing Persons _h!t and !hn Veterans Administration

laws. _ @
‘Civ, 100 § Tmlﬂﬁ Funetions & Regponsibilities of Récovered

Pergonnel Division Adjutant Genersl e AFWESPAC, Outlines
data €hat is necessary for them to procure, ¢ 1§ nol

Procedure and reqilrements of the Guersilla Affairs Brameh
under present é¢onditions.

The Presidential Proclamation although ordering all Guerrillas

to turn in I’uzonl had very little effect on the lawless elee
ments., In most of the cases where weapons were turned in it
was done by the law abiding guerrillas,
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a. .80 51 forbids U,5. Army personnel to eonfiscate
any weapons that are in the hands of Filipinos, except for
cause, This order states it is the duty of thn MPC (PA).
USATG when they were in the field were permitted to receive
weapons from any guerrilla that desired to turn same in,

b.: Executive Order No, 68, signed by President Osmena
dated 20 September 1946 Par 2 orders all unrecognized guer-
rilla units to turn in their arms.

¢. It is not haliatad‘tha statement "that rank is not
particularly important" will stand snrutinynthin frnu the
lzpariancu nt‘thil Bwnnnh _ _
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Legal matters which muat be met, from the Law or W, D, dirsctives,

1. We Dy Plan for Cesualty Administration upon recceupation
of the Phﬂippinll:_ o

1 Par V Fiscal Administration

(L) Upon return to control of person, determined to
be entitled To accrued pey during absence, action as follows
is authoriszed,

(B) Members of the Philippine Army, x x x the C, G, USAFFE
may cause payment of accrued pay from the proper appropriation
and with appropriate deduction,

(C) In cases of death or findings of death any insurance
beneficliaries or relatives eligible for pension, x X x
should be edvised to present claims to x x x Veterans Administration
X x x agency in the Philippines,

2 Par VII Philippine Army

(A) The Missing Persons Act has been suthoritatively
held applicable to members of the P, A. ordered into the
services of the armed forces of the U, 8, and placed under

cowr command of the C, G, UBAFFE, X X X X X XXX XXX X X X

(B) Matters pertinent to pension and National Seryice
Life Insurance are for determination and action by the Veterans
Administration.
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Extracts from paraphragse Secret radio reference pending Bill
in Congress,

Paraphrase extracts of Radio 0-81502 Z 9 June 46 (Bill
in Congress to benefit weteran of the Philippine Army H. R.
6508), Copy tab. _

Personnel who were with the gervice of the armed forces of
the U, 8. prior to 4 July 46 as part of the Army of the Commone
wealth of the Fhilippines,

Members of the CGuerrilla forces properly organigzed and
recognized by the Armed Foreces of the U. 8. on or after 7
Dee 41 provided the commander under whom the guerrilla served
was appointed or designated by the Command General of the
i:?%ﬁ”'?"gf‘gifi° ¢r other competent and authorized aunthority
e - L] ]

The above based on the order published by the President
of the U, 8. dated 26 July 41,

, The services rendered were in accordance to regulations
b promulgated by the Seeretary of War,

\ It was determined that all such servieces which may have
. been performed was substantiadly of similar character and is
eonsidered honorable service as would have been rendered by

rsonnel of the A, U, 8. under similay conditions and e¢ire
e tances,

T
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Seeret Radio report 8 40043 to WD thru CINCAFPAC dated 9
mrﬂh 461 : - : .

Sentence & anﬂl9
Sentence 13 to 15
Sentence 20 and 21

is in reference to Guerrilla strengths, recognized and under
consideration,
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¢s Radio 26 June 1946 WARTAC "GAB AFWESPAC has responsibility
of determining eligibility for recognition; this
appears aurfieiant to cover requirements Eeu 101

(a) (2) HR 608.,"

de Ex Order 21 defines, ranks, grades and length of
service when in a regognized military force.

Injustice of proposal

a, Recognition should be an actual serviece not in
possession of a useable firearn,

be Guerrillas turning in arms per Ex, Order 68 are
punali:aﬂ in favor n: those who disobeyed the order,

¢, Bonafide unrecognized individuals and casualties
would be stopped from applying for recognition,

de Lump recognition cheapens the efforts of those
recognized according to the merit of the five points.

Errors have been made due to lack of records; duplicating
removing, overlooking, and dropping of deserving names an
adding nlmas of friunas or relativess depending upon the
memory of the commanding officer of the unit.

A recognized guerrilla in the service of the US is entitled
to all pay, allowance, hospitalization and benefits
authorized b the prusant or future laws, Lump recognition
adds aﬂditiunnl burdens on the U5 Treasury.

While apparently the question of recognition would be
uulvndeguiukly legitimate claims would have to be re-
cogniz {atter date, The present method is as fair

to all concerned as the situation allows, in spite of

its errors, Changing the rules would unuae great digcontent
among those already recognized, The US Treasury is
obligated for an indeterminate sum in the future.

DECLAsg; 1
Authority /N7 £55% §§507p



Oenciuaiongs

Tt 45 beldeved that this &9 & method of prosuring weapens
that the Govermment of the Philippines has beem unable to prooure or
sake awsy from oertain lawless elements,

s That it is & mddium to put the responsibiliity on the
AUS or the United Stater Governmemt.

be That it will mot improve the situation im regards o
bona~fide guerrillas and will put inte the hands of the lawless ele-
ments a elub which will show them their strength,

It 1s believed that this method is against the peliey of the
War Department directives that the AUS should mot imterfere with any
of the functions of the Republie of the Philippihes.

7. The propossl is of 1ittle bemefit 4o the US and ite sdoption

is »ot recommemded,
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The policy of AFWESPAC in re-
gards to the surrender of weapons
has been that the AUS would in no
way 1lnterfere with the functions of
the MPC (PA). That it was the duty
of the MPC (PA) to colleet said
weapons from all Guerrillas or others
who might have weapons in their hands.

The suggestion made that we rec-
ognize on the basls of weapons is en-
tirely contrary to the directives
that have been published.

~ There has been many persons rec-
ognized in the Guerrillas whose du-
ties were intelligence, mediecal,
higher command or :uppiy who would

not be able to produce any weapons.
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times guerrilla leaders
would substitute names of leader from
other unite loaning out the names of
the men or women who did the Job,
This again reflected on the branch
but no one in the branch could make
the adjustments as they, as well as
many leaders d4id not knﬂI the indi-

vidual eoncerned,
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Hiauing Person Act.

Was held ap Eliuable later a
radio Ne. 081502Z 9 June 46,
stated that this Act was not
applicable to the Filipino
serving in the armed forces of
the U- EI

Publiec Law 301 79th Congress
approved 18 Feb 46 excludes

all P.A., personnel from the

benefits of the M.P. A

The JAG USA is not in accord
with this but sags the Filipino
soldier is taken care of under
the U.S. Mil. Appr. dct for
1946, He further states that
the authorization of payment
comes under the Philippine Law.
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Based on this dlﬂiliﬁnﬁthn Phili pina
Republie has recommended an Act

thelr Congress to take gare of tha
personnel affected,

Veterans Administration

Have a law HR 6508 pending which will

take care of PA purﬂnnnnl for
Pensions for disability
Pensionsg for death
Hospitalization
Bur nli*Bannfitl

Radio 400 43 Qhrchﬁtownc
for WAR TAG, ' .
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- Proposgsed law of the R of P in
regards to PA personnel

Cir 100 5 June 46
RPFD |
Paraphrase of Radio -
81502% 9 June 46

regards to HR 6508
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Missing Person Act.

Was held applicable later a
radio No, 0815022 9 June 46,
stated that this Act was not
applicable to the Filipino
serving in the armed forees of
the U, S,

Public Law 301 97th Congress
approved 12 Feb 46 excludes
all P,A, personnel from the
benefits of the M.P.A.

The JAG USA is not in accord
with this but sans the Filipino
gsoldier is taken care of under
the U.S Mil, Appr. Act for
1946, He further states that
the authorigation of payment
comes under the Fhilippine Law.

Based on this decision the Fhilippine
Republic has recommended an Aect to
their Congress to take care of the
personnel affected,

Veterans Administration
Have a law HR 6508 pending which will
take care of PA persomnel for
Pengions for disability
Fensions for death
Hospitalization
Burial, Benefits
General.

Radio 400 43 9 March 46 to GINCAFPAC
for WAR TAG.
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Have been made by the Branch but con-
pidering the mumber of persons who we have
had to consider the average ls very low,

Cortain errors have occurred caused
by false certifications, statements, affi-
davits end rosters. F v

Personnel who had to build the umit
upon & T/0 basis would place friends and
relatives ahead of individuals who actual-
ly did the guerrilla work, This of course

~ causes a gertain amount of bad reaction,

names of persons who never lived in ‘the area
that the unit functioned in, but thie was
not the fault of the Branch but was the fault
ur::mnimwwm-m@m
rosier,

Many times guerrilla leaders would
substitute names of leader from other units
loaning out the names of the men or women who
did the jobs, This again reflected on the
branch but no one in the branch could make
the adjustments as they, as
leaders did not kmow the individual con~

:
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The policy of AFVESPAC in re-
gurds to the surrender of weapons
has been that the AUS would in no
way interfere with the functions of
the MPC (PA), That it was the duty
of the MPC (PA) to collect said
weapons from all Gnerrillas or others
who might have weapons in their hands,

The suggestion made that we rece-
ognige on the basis of weapons is en-
tirely contrary to the directives
that have been published,

There has been many persons rec-
ogniged in the Guerriilas whose du-
ties were intelligence, medical,
higher command or supply who would
not be able to produce any weapons,
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Missing Person Act,

Was held applicable later a

radio No. OB1502Z 9 June 46’,

stated that this Act was not

applicable to the Filipinmo

serving iIn the armed foreces of
""the U, 8.

Publiec Law 301 .97th Congress

approved 12 Feb 46 excludes

all P,A, pergonnel from the
“benefits of the M.P.A._

“The JAG USA is not in accord
with this but sens the Filipino
~ poldier is taken gare of under
© the U.S Mil, Appr, Act for
1946, He further states t.m.
the authorization of paymen
comes under the Phﬂ.ippiu Law,

Based on this decision the Fhilippine
Republic has recommended an Act to
their Congress to take care of the
personnel affected,

Veterans Administration
Have a law HR 6508 pending which will
take care of PA persomnel for
Pensions for disability
FPensions for death
Hospitalisation
Burial, Benefits
General,

Radio 400 43 9 March 46 to CINCAFPAC
for WAR TAG.
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Have been made by the Branch but con=
gidering the mmber of persons who we have
had to consider the average is very low,

Certain lfrnrl have nuuurf-d_niu:nd
by false certifications, statements, affi- -
davits and rosters, |

Personnel who had to build the umnit
upon a T/0 basis would place friends and
relatives ahead of individuals who actual=
ly did the guerrilla work, This of course
causes a certain amount of bad reaction.

names of persens who never lived in the area
that the unit functiomed in, but this was
not the fault of the Branch but was the fault
of the guerrilla leader who made up the
roster,

Heny times guerrilla leaders would
gubstitute names of leader from other units
loaning out the names of the men or women Wwho
did the jobs, This agaim reflected on the
branch but no one in the branch could make
the adjustments as they, as well a= many
leaders did mot lmow the individuval cen=
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The policy of AFWFSPAC in re-
garde to the surrender of weapons
has been that the AUS would in no
way interfere with the functions of
the MPC (PA), "hat it was the duty
of the MPC (PA) to collect said
weapons from all Guerrillas or others
who might have weapons in their hands,

The suggestion made that we rec-
ognige on the basis of weapons is en-
tirely contrary to the directives
that have been published,

There has been many persons rec—
ogniged in the Guerrillas whose du-
ties were intelligence, medical,
higher command or supply who would
not be able to produce any weapons,
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16 July 46

Discussion of President Hoxas' Froposal

1, This looks like a cooked up degl which would immediately
recognize all the lawless elements in the Philippines as national
herces and would still leave us as far as ever from recognizing
the true guerrdlles.

2, This is epparent when it is realized that the law abiding
elements are the ones who have voluntarily turned in their arms
most of them with no receipt while the lawless elements are the
onee who have kept their individual arms or who have established
large "caches" of arms throughout the islands. This Officer knows
personally that in Negros and Leyte Islands, there have been and
still are arms, radios, generators, and other military equipment
hidden away in the hills by lawless bands of ex-guerrillas most of
whor have been processed and recognized,

3, This proposal would further antagonize the legitimate
guerrilles against the United States drmy as it would give recog-
nition snd Vetersns benefits to "fgke" guerrilles or anyone pos-
sessing an arm while many of the real guerrillas would go unre-
cognized,

4. Furthermore, it would put the United States Army in the
position of playing Philippine polities., It would be the money
of the United States given as a bribe to lawless elements in order
to gain access to their arms without the troukle of going out and
getting them, It is an easy way out of a difficulty by using
United States funds.

5., Likewise it is an admission by the Philippine Republic
Government thet they cannot cope with the fact that certain ele~
ments in their society are in possession of arms and that this
government does not have the power to go out and disarm these
elements. Now that the Philippines have been granted their inde-
pendence, it is up to them by their own means to overcome this
danger or fall to rebels.

6. The whole aim of Guerrilla Affairs Branch and its Teason
for existence ie the continual striving to investigate and deter-
mine who are the real guerrillas so that they can receive their
just reward to weed out the "late" and "fake" guerrillas so that
they will not detract from the glory of the real FPhilippine
heroes.,

7. Therefore this Officer can see no justification to the
proposal of President Roxas either from the angle of the United
ctates and its army or from the angle of a mew Republic trying
to stand on its own two feet.
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16 July 46

Pigeussion of President Hoxas! Proposal

1, This looks like a cooked up deal whieh would immediately
vocognige all the lawless elemenis iu the Philippines as natlonsl
heroer and would still leave us ag far as ever from recognizing
the trus guerrllise,

2. This 1s apparent when it is resliged that the lew abiding
eclemente are the omes who have voluntarily turned in their arms
moet of them with mo receipt while the lawloss elements are ihe
ones who have lkept their individusl arme or who have esteblished
large "cachss" of arms throughout the lglande, Tkis Officer imows
personally thet in Negros and Leyte Isisnds, there have been and
6411l ere arme, rodics, gemerators, sud other military equipment
hidden amay inm the hills by lawleas bamde of ex-guerrilias most of
whon have been procosased and recogniged,

5 This proposal would further antagomnise the legltimate
guerrilleze agoipet the United States Army as it would give rescog-
nition and Vetorgns benefiis to "fake" guerrillae or anyone pos-
au;ﬁnﬂdan arm while many of the resl guerrillas would go uwnre=
eo e,

4s Furthemmore, it would put the United States Army im the
position of playing Philippime polities., It would be the money
of the United States given ag & brive %o lawless elements in order
to gain sccess to their arme without the troulle of golug out and
getting them, It is an sasy way out of a difficulty by using
United States funds,

5, Likewise it ims am admispion by the Philippine Republie
Government that they canuot cope with the faect that ceriein ele~
ments in their societly are im possecssion of ame and that this
govermment does not have the power 1o go out and disarm these
oloments. low that the Fhilippines have Leem granted thelir inde-
pendence, it is up to them by their ownm meeus to overcome thls v
dapger or fall to rebels. .

(., The whole aim of Guerrilla Affairs Eranch and 1is reapon
for existence ie the continual striving to investipate and deter-
mine who are the real guerrillas so that they cam receive their
just reward to weed out ihe "late" and *fake" guerrillas so that
they will not detract from the glory of the real Fhiliprine

heroes.

7. Therefore this Officer cam see mo justification to the
proposal of President Roxas either from the amgle of the United
states and iis army or from the sngle of a mew Kepublie trying
to stand on its own two feetl,
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HRADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PAGIFIC

— OFFICE OF THE COMMAIDING GENERAL
APO 707
15 July 1946

SUBJECT: Recognition for Guerrillas who surrender a weapon

TO Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Dranch

lo This proposition, in my opinion is a bribe and a very
crude one at that, It should be turned down without any discus~
sion but as that is impossible, a few reasons will be shown to back
up my opinion,

2s A large number of guerrillas have &lready been recogmized
and a still greater number are pending investigation. It is common
knowledge that a large number of guerrillas still possess weapons in
spite of the fact that by a Presidential Proclsmation they were
ordered %o turn in all weapons to the proper authorities and return
nome. ZLarge numbers of weapons were turned in, for the most part by
the genuine, law-abiding guerrillsa but there still are thousands of
weapons in the possession of so-czlled guerrillas who are no more
than bandits. BMany of these bandits belong to some guerrilla outfit
that has been refused recognition and if this proposition iseadopted
these bandits whuld be recognized and have {the same rights and privi-
leges that the real guerrillas, who have been recognized, now enjoy.
This system also penalizes many guerrilles who have turned in their
weapons but still have not been recogniged.

3. The undersigned was, for several months a Provinecisl Gommander,
I8 litary Police Command, in the Bicol Area. US Army officers were fore
bidden, by G. 0. 51, %o confiscate any weapons in the hands of Filipi~
nos, except for cause and in the Bicol Area there were comparatively
few arms surrendered outside of those guerrillas who were proeessed
by the USATG. We have many requests from guerrilla units from this
area in our files, some of the units have been NFC and some pending
investigation but a large proportion of the members of these units
still possess wegpons. I am personally acquainted with several of
their leaders and I have actually seen and handled a large mumber of
these weapons. If the US Army officers, who had supervision of P
units had been allowed to confiscate ®eapons in the hands of all ex~
guerrillas there would have been very few weapons left in the possese
gion of umauthorized persons.

Gonclusions
It is my opinion that this propesition is neither feasible nor

desirable, first, it will undo all the work previously done by the
Cuerrilla Affairs Branch; second, it is probably illegal and would
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*“'.1;‘, snd lagtly, it would

tend to-make a catspaw out of the U5
g harship upon him and his

penalise ithe real ,"_,"J.J.C"_l‘_‘i. 1la and work
family and place a premium on lawlesanezs.,

Recommendations

1t is *""I‘ﬂll"ljf "‘EEG"I'E.'ﬂd d that the present policy of recog-

nition be kept in force and that this proposed change be NFG,
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Col Carnahan: Re New Proposal for Recognizing Guerrillas.

D 1gugdion.
l. The recent proposal for a new basis of requirements ror

the ruingnitinn of guerrillas in my opinion will far from solve 'he
81tuat Oll.

2+ Off hand 1t would appear to be a method of saddlin: the
SA with the responsibility and inherent expense of eleaning up - vprob-
.em which 1s solely a function of the Philippine Government. I :-Ter
;0 the "lawlessness" and " apparent refusal of the populace to -ide by
.t's own Government ediects" which is so prevalent throughout th: archi-

Jelago.

3« Undoubtedly the proposal was offered in all sinecerity; owever
there are ever so many angles to be considered., As these differc = puin%
come to mind,what are the answers and will the resultant effect ad-
vantageous to all.

4, Following are some features which have occurred to tt
writer:

a. How strong or valid will such a recognized guer-illa's
aim be for future Veterans Administration Benefits as ecompar-d with
2 who complied with the previous rigid requirements?

be The Missing Persons Aet has been authoritativel. held
: icable to members of the PA ordered into the serviece of the 3.
H rould the provisions of the Missing Persons Agt apply?

¢s Does not a GO of GHQ #xist prohibiting the confise "ion
of "hilippine arms? Would this be considered "buying arms" and if o
who would obtain title thereto?

de What becomes of the 5 points lald down by Gen McAri ur?
11 same be discarded in their entirety?

e, How about weapons which were turned voluntarily to 7oA
8 for whiech no receipts were givent

fs What about weapons in possession of families of guer-
rillas who were killed in action or died otherwise? Would surrender of

saome be sufficient evidence for recognition?t

g« What would be considered "useable"? Who would inspect
to determine serviceablility?

h, What about intelligence agents,underground agents and
ecret operatives whose very nature of their &uty precluded use of

carrying a weapon?

i, What about persons convieted of felonies which preec)
'y *helr being a member of the armed forces?

Authority / i N 307F



1

“oneffasions.

ls It is believed that the new proposal is definitely not ade
vontageous or falr to the bona-fide guerrillas,whether they be rocoge-
nlzed already or awalting recognition and will only extend or ar-ravate
the xisting ille-feeling and eritieism,

2. In my estamation 50,000 is far from an approximati- . Over
iion is involved aceording in applications filed, As a rou/ ! guess

‘iere must be more than a million fire-arms of all types availal 'o,le-
gally or otherwise.

3+ Presume the word "fire-aem" includes the AA and FA ioces
llegedly in the hands of partnin elements,

4, By using the word "fire-arm",it is {ruaum-d that suel: wea=
pons as bolos,spears,krises etec., are automatically excludedsthus ¢ ime

inating the Bolo Units,but what about them securing arms and becoming
sligible.

5+ I foresee the GAB bearing an additional burden of e¢'-clking
ichecking serial numbers of weapons to prevent diseeption.

6« Last but not least I foresee one grand "black me " for
t legal trafficking of fire-arms,
feco endations,

1, That individual and cesualty cases be definitely exeluied
fro @ provisions of the new proposal.

2« That the mew proposal be turned down as impractical an' une
fair 21nd that our present system of recognition be continued.

Robert C. Guhl
Lt Col,CAC
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