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FILE NO. SUBJECT
AGCC-R Project 037
10 Chief, RPR Branch FROMChief, Records Section DATE5 April 1961  COMMENT NO.1
USARCEN RPR Branch, USARCEN Mr. Fister/spd/76.

1. Project initiated to ascertain the status (USAFFE-Civ-PS) of individuals,
principally drivers and mechanics, subsequent to the date they were paid as civilian
employees on Civilian Payroll, 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SPM), Feb 42. Payroll lists names
and signatures of 29 civilian employees, 26 of which were only paid to include
24 Feb 42, The other three were paid to ineclude 28 Feb 42, Beginning dates of

employment covered by payroll range from 8 Dec 41 to 2 Jan 42 . Disbursing officer
is shown as Santiago Perez, lst Lt, FA,

2. 201 files for individuals listed on payroll revealed the following informa-
tion.,

a, 201 files located:
8 individuals have both PA and Proj "J" Civ Files
10 individuals have PA files only
6 individuals have Proj "J" Civ Files only (one PA file consolidated
with Proj "J" Civ File)
2 individuals have WW II files (Det as PS eff 10 & 15 Mar /2)

3 files not located (Capas Death Roster lists names which may pertain
to two of these individuals)

b. Alleged dates of induction (PA or P3):
8 alleged induction during period & - 20 Dec 41 (2 deceased 4 Jul 42 -
2 alleged as deceased prior to return to military control)
alleged 15 Jan 42
alleged Feb 42 (deceased 13 Mar 42)
alleged 24 Feb 42
alleged 10 Mar 42 (includes 2 det as PS)
alleged civilian employment only - beginning dates 8-18 Dec 41.<Tﬂne
file contains report of death 31 Jul 51 showing DOD as 28 Feb 42. Med Rec-Sta Log,

2d Prov'l GP, FA (SPM), shows S/I as Pvt (PA), and alive as of 27 Mar ga.)
3 files not located

ON At

c, USAFFE Archives:

(1) 24 of 29 individuals involved have either medical or Q'CC POW-
Capas Death Records, with 5 having both,

(2) 15 of the 24 are listed on Daily Sick Logs, 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SBEM)
during period 28 Feb - 31 Mar 42. Of the 15 listed, 13 are shown as Pvt (PA), and
< are shown as civilians (apparently Chinese). 4 of the 15 also have other medieal
records during same period. One of these medical records, Sta Log, 31st Cl Co, show
an individual (Chinese) as Pvt, whereas Daily Sick Logs list him as a eivilian,

FORM =
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(3) 14 of same 24 are listed on 0'CC POW records and/or Capas Death
Rosters, 5 of which also appear on aforementioned Daily Sick Logs. Of the 14
listed, 10 appear on 0'CC POW records, 2 on Capas Death Rosters, and 2 on both
0'CC POW and Capas Death Rosters. Of these 14 POWs, 5 are shown as Pvt, and 9 as
civilians, 2 of those listed as civilians are also shown in Manila Tribune as
eivilians. None of the others are listed in Manila Tribune.

d. VA certifications:
7 positive (includes 2 det as PS - det's for PAP show USAFFE service
began in Dec 41)
4 negative
15 files do not contain VA eclaims
3 files not located

e. WCC certifications:
1 positive
10 negative
15 none
3 files not located

3. Historical Reference Files and Project "J" Archives reveal information
indicating that the 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SPM) was organized during period 1-15 Dec 41,
and was composed of FA personnel from AUS, PA and PS troops. CO is shown as Lt.
Col. David S. Babeock, 0-15 339, FA, AUS (deceased 24 Jan 45). Citation for Legion
of Merit in his 201 file also states his organization was comprised of afore-
mentioned troops. USAFFE Archives, file 704, folder 11, Daily Sick Logs, 2d Prov'l
GP, FA (SPM), 28 Feb - 31 Mar 42, signed by Capt. Clyde V. Kern, MC, Group Surgeon,
and listing names of individuals with AUS, PS and PA designations, is also evidence
that the group was composed of personnel from various troops. (Fldr 11 not avail-
able for archive reference until sometime after May 54)

4. 201 files contain the following information relating to induection of
civilian employees of 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SPM) into PA or PS:

a, Certificate by Lt. Col. John Curtiss, Jr., € May 47, formerly EO of
2d Prov'l GP, FA (SPM), in the case of Lorenzo Guinto, 10 644 807 (PS status
15 Mar 42) contains following statements:

"During withdrawal into Bataan, many eivilians joined Headquarters
Battery of this organization, and during March 1942 they were inducted into the
Army by a special induction team from G-1 Section, Luzon Force.

Lorenzo Guinto was a cook in Headquarters Battery, and if he was a
civilian he was inducted into the Army at that time.

Due to the fact that all records of the Second Prov. Group F.A., (SAM)
have been lost or destroyed, I do not know whether Guinto was inducted into the



Authority

AGCC-R 5 April 1961
SUBJECT: Project 037

Philippine Seouts. His Battery Commander at that time, Lt. Clemente Torres, has
given his affidavit that Guinto enlisted in the Philippine Scouts, so 1 assume
that it is fact." (Note: O'CC POW Roster and Manila Tribune show subject as
civilian - released 31 Jul 42. 201 file contains affidavit of Lit. Clemente Torres,
dtd 5 Jul 46, alleging subject was inducted into PS o/a 15 Mar 42 as Pvt)

b. Letter from Lt. Col. John Curtiss, 14 Jul 48 in the case of Jeremias
Y. Sunga (det neg - PS & PA) contains the following statement: "During the battles
of Luzon and Bataan, I was Executive Officer of the 2nd Prov. Group F.A. (SAM). Our
Headquarters Battery was composed almost entirely of commendeered vehicles, and
civilians who became attached to the organization. On or about 10 March 1942 these
eivilians were inducted into the Philippine Army. It is entirely possible that
JEREMIAS SUNGA was one of these eivilians, but I do not remember him by name and
obviously all records of the organization have been destroyed. I mnote that SUNGA
claims he was a member of the 2nd Battalion, 24th Field Artillery. Even though he
claims this, he still might have belonged to my organization as most of the person-
nel were at all times highly confused as to the exaect name of the organization to
which they belonged. The Commanding Officer of Headquarters Battery was Li.
Torres, a Philippine Scout, who is still on active duty with the Scouts. Lt.
Torres would be the person who could positively identify SUNGA if he were a member
of my organization." (Note: Daily Sick lLog, 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SAM) lists subject
on 28 Feb, 1, 2, 12, and 13 Mar 42. Rank: Pvt (PA). Orgn: Hq. 201 file contains
certificate from lst Lt. Clemente Torres (PS) stating that subject was inducted
into the Army and assigned to his Battery o/a 10 Mar 42.)

e. PA 201 file for Bincolo A, Galope (also civ file and subs sve in PS
under SN 10 644 698) contains MPA det 5 Aug 58 showing PA status effective 10 Mar
42, Memo for Record 4 Aug 58 indicates this determination was based upon a brief
study of 201 files for individuals appearing on payroll involved together with
aforementioned certificates, 14 Jul 48, by Lt. Col. John Curtiss, Jr., and Lt.
Clemente Torres (PS). The fact that O'CC POW record listed him as a civilian-
driver was considered not to be the determining factor in adjudicating his status.
His file does not contain Form 23, however, in PS affidavit 3 Nov 45, and letter
16 Oct 45 supported by affidavit of Lt. Torres dtd 12 Oet 45, he elaims enlistment
in the PS 10 Mar 42. Affidavit of Lt. Torres states that subject was a member of
his former PS unit and served under him from 10 Dec 41 to 9 Apr 42, however, he
does not furnish any information concerning subject's alleged date of induction or
enlistment. Subject's Proj "J" Civ File shows that he also filed a claim 9 Nov 45
for A/P as a civilian employee during period 10 Dec 41 to 9 Apr 42.

d. 8 individuals executed affidavits of Philippine Scouts upon return
to military control, indicating they may have been of the opinion that they were
inducted or enlisted in the PS during March 1942. Majority of these individuals
were enlisted in the AUS in April 1945, assigned current AUS service numbers and
received partial pay in the amount of $60.00., However, upon subsequent investiga-
tions (approx Sep - Oet 45) it was determined that evidence submitted was insufficient
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to establish AUS or BS status under the MPA, and that any claim of military status
may be with the PA. Records (WW II) show that two individuals, Eleuterio Lopez,
10 644 699 and Lorenzo Guinto, 10 644 807, retained their alleged PS status under
the MPA, one of which is shown in Daily Sick Logs, (11 times) as Pvt (PA), Hars
Btry. The others were advised of their negative PS status under MPA, however,
their enlistment in AUS during Apr 45 remained in effect.

e. PA 201 file for Hugo F. Calamanan, 116 839, contains Form 23 whereon
he alleges induction into USAFFE 24 Feb 42. He states that he was employed as
civilian driver 10 Dec 41 - 23 Feb 42 and received his pay for this period at the

rate of P45.00 a month, but did not receive his pay as Pvt (EM) at the rate of
F14.00 a month,

f. Proj "J" Civ File for Vicente Sunga contains MPA determination and
Report of Death (Jun - Jul 51) showing that he was killed as a result of enemy
bombing on 28 Feb 42 at Orion, Bataan. Grade and organization are shown as:
Civilian (Employed as driver), 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SRM). Determination of Death
appears to have been based on Report of Investigation 24 May 51 and affidavits.
Records show previous presumed date of death as 10 Apr 43, Daily Sick Logs, 2d
Prov'l GP, FA (SPM) indicate same individual was alive as of 27 Mar 42. His name
appears in these Sick Logs on 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 Mar 42, with disease shown
as Malaria, and disposition as duty. Rank and organization are shovm as Pvt (Pa),

Y S DOL etpens 7 le SDF Jyar 97

2. Historical Reference File, RPRB (Civilian Drivers) contains affidavit of
aforementioned Lorenzo Guinto (10 644 807) dtd 26 Jan 50 stating that he was a
civilian driver with USAFFE from 8 Dec 41 to 14 Mar 42. On 15 Mar 42, along with
approximately 8 other drivers, he was inducted into the Fhilippine Scouts by an
American Officer at Trail 38, Orion, Bataan. He was given the rank of Private,

asgigned to duty with Headquarters of Self Propelled Mount Artillery (PS), and was
on duty with unit until surrender on Bataan.

6. Conclusions:

Civilian Payroll, 2d Prov'l Group, FA (SPM), Feb 42 covered period 8 Dec
41 - 28 Feb 42, However 26 of the 29 individuals listed were only paid to inelude
24 Feb 42, while the other 3 (2 apparently Chinese) were paid to include 28 Feb 42,
The fact that 13 of the 26, who were only paid to include 24 Feb 42, are latep
shown as Privates (PA) on Daily Sick Logs of same Prov'l Group, indicates they
were subsequently inducted into PA-USAFFE. Two of the three (Chinese) who were
paid to include 28 Feb 42 are also listed on same Daily Sick Logs, however, they
are still shown as civilians. The other has been determined positive for PA-USAFFE
(Noted in Par Z4e¢). The foregoing distinetion between military and civilian per-
sonnel as shown on Daily Sick Logs, also tends to confirm that with the exception
of two, the individuals listed on payroll were subsequently inducted into PA-USAFFE,
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Nine persons not listed on Daily Sick Logs are listed on O'CC POW Roster, three as
Privates, six as Civilians. In this connection, the absence of a persons name on
Daily Sieck Logs should not be taken as evidence of non-induction, or that he did not
serve with the organization during period involved. Similarly (as also noted in
Par #c), the fact that an individual is shown as "Civilian" on O'CC POW Roster,
should not be the determining factor in adjudicating claims alleging USAFFE status,
Supporting evidence of induction is also contained in certificates from Lt. Col.
John Curtiss, Jr., Group EO, and Lt. Clemente Torres, (PS), CO Hq Btry. Col.
Curtiss in one certificate states that civilian personnel were inducted into the
Army during Mar 42 by a special induction team from G-1 Section, ILuzon Force. In
another certificate he states they were inducted into the PA o/a 10 Mar 42. He

also states that most of the personnel were highly confused as to the exact or-
ganization to which they belonged. Lt. Torres in his certificates and affidavits,
indicates some personnel were inducted into the PS5, others into the PA, Affidavit
of Lorenzo Guinto, 10 644 807, (granted PS status eff 15 Mar 42) states that he was
a eivilian driver with USAFFE from & Dec 41 - 14 Mar 42, and on 15 Mar 42, along
with 8 other drivers, he was inducted into the P5. These statements, plus the fact
that the group was ccmposed of personnel from AUS, PS and PA troops, and individuals
involved had approximately only one month of military status subsequent to eivilian
service with the same group, may aceount for the various types of service (Mil,

Civ - PS, PA) alleged in their claims for Arrears in Pay and other benefits.
Further, practically all these claims were processed prior to location of aforemen-
tioned Daily Sick Logs, and majority of determinations (MPA-VA-WCC) of status and/or
service do not appear to be consistent with the evidence now on file. Also, the VA
determinations showing USAFFE service began in Dec 41 are erroneous since the
individuals concerned were paid as civilian emplcoyees for period & Dec 41 to 24 Feb 42.

7. Recommendations:

a. The evidence revealed be considered suffiecient basis to establish that:
(1) the 26 individuals listed as paid to include 24 Feb 42, and one paid 4o include
28 Feb 42, on Civilian Payroll, 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SH'.{J, Feb 42, were subsequently
inducted into PA-USAFFE for military service with same Prov'l Group; (2) the two
individuals (Chinese) listed as paid to ineclude 28 Feb 42, remained with the or-
ganization as ecivilian employees and were not inducted into PA-USAFFE,

b. No individual paid to include 24 Feb 42, be determined as USAFFE priop
to 25 Feb 42.

k]

c. No action be taken to correet erroneous determinations (PS, PA-USAFFE,

/P
WDC) until such time as subsequent claims warrant corrective action. :

- ]

d. Memo for Record, containing a brief synopsis of this study and loecation

thereof, be placed in all claim files (PA, Proj "J" Civ, and WW II-PS) for individ-
uals listed on payroll.
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e. For reference purposes, Memo for Record, denoting existence of informa-
tion pertaining to induction of civilian employees of 2d Prov'l GP, FA (SHM) into
USAFFE, be placed with Decimal Files 327.31 (USAFFE induction), and with eivilian
payroll involved.

f. Historical Reference File be initiated for 2d Prov'l Group, FA (SEM),
and copy of study be filed therein.
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1. Civ P/R, 2d Prov'l GP, . Chief, Records Section
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