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PROJECT 028-~STATUS DURING PERIOQD ey
“Rerurn

AT OHTA DEVEIOPMENT COMPANY , ABAGA

S . : SEE ME
SIGNATURE

VEMD FOR RECORD

Project 028, a study of the periods spent by in-
dividuals at Ohta Development Company, Abaca Planta-
tion, Davao, subsequent to POW at Malaybalay, re-
vealed satisfactory evidence on which to base a re-
commendation that such periods be considered employ-
ment under a Japanese gponsored agency., This re-

I commendation was approved 2 Oct 59,

(NOTE: Project 028 filed in Ref File of Hgs RPR BR)
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AGAR-R
SUBJECT: Project 028 - Study of Alleged POW Status at OHTA Development

Company, Abaca Plantation, Davac (Supplemental)
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. Weber

3 Incl
Chief , Rec Sec RPR Branch

Added 1 inecl
3. VA Ltr 12 Feb 39
w/confidential report
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SUBJECT: Project 028 - Study of Alleged POW Status at OHTA Development

‘Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao (Supplemental)
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T in T G | Charles ‘H: ¥eber
Added 1 incl E3 Chief, Rec Sec RPR Branch
3. VA Ltr 12 Feb 59
w/confidential report
- Recommend: Approval ~ ' Approved
| i RS .
H, R. Lloyd
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AGAR-R .
SUBJECT: Project 028 - Study of Alleged POW Status at OHTA Development
Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao (Supplemental)

THRU: Chief, RPR Branch FROM: Chief, Rec Sec  DATE: X
RPR Branch 18 AUG 1959 rFister/smg/764

- Operations Cfficer

1. In response toprequest from this office for information concerning OHTA
Development Company 1943 - 1945, the USVA furnished a report (stamped confidential)
containing background data, including pre-war, and extracts from CIC reportis,
pertaining to the company's general activities and functions in relation to the
Japanese war effort. However, with the exception of numerous checks drawn against
the company's accounts in the Yokohama Specie Bank, Manila Branch 1942 - 1944,

(cys of 12 checks inel with report) the USVA and sources available to that office,
were unable to locate any records or documents pertinent to activities and functions
of personnel during period 1943 - 1945.

2. Report inecluded the following information concerning claims for VA benefits
by individuals who worked for the company involved:

"Claims for VA benefits have been received from claimants identified as
having worked for OHTA Development Company. In most of these cases, the claimanis
would have it belleved that they were brought to Davac as prisoners of war placed
under the custody of the company, and forced to work in the plantations. Upon
further inquiry it appears these claimants voluntarily or either in parole status,
worked for the firm and received remuneration in the nature of living wages, rations,
and other forms of subsistance not usually given a POW. The then Central Committee
on Waivers and Forfeitures, Central Office, Washington, D. C., in considering the
question of forfeiture of rights of a claimant (Procalla, Roberto L. C-17 815 440)
who performed services under the Japanese including employment with the cited firm,
rendered a decision on February 25, 1955, that sustained employment therein
constituted rendering aid and assistance to the enemy.

3. The foregoing information indicates the VA does not consider alleged periods
of POW or forced labor under custody of the OHTA Development Company, as acceptable
evidence of POW service.

4. This evidence supports the previous recommendation (Project 028 - & Dec 58)
that alleged periods at OHTA Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao, not be
considered POW status.

5. No record or roster that lists nmames of individuals employed by OHTA
Development Company has been found. The 25 files referred to in previous study were
located after an extensive search which involved the screening of many 201 files for
names of individuals employed by OHTA Development Company (Proj 028 - Par's 3 & 4).
In the absence of any specific record or roster, a further search for additional
information pertinent to former employees would be a long drawn out process, and it
is doubtful that the information would effect a change in prior megedssisre recommenda-
tion.

DECLASSIFIED
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AGAR-R
SUBJECT: Projeet 028 ~ Study of Alleged POW Status at OHTA Development
:Company, Abasca Plantation, Davao (Supplemental)

THRU:  Chief, RPR Branch  FROM: Chief, Réc See. DATE: :
RPR Branch ., Fister/smg/764

TO: Operations Officer

1. In response to request from this office for information concerning CHTA
Development Company 1943 - 1945, the USVA furnished a report (stamped eonfidential)
containing background data, ineluding pre-war, and extracts from CIC reports,
pertaining to the company's general activities and functions in relation to the
Japanese war effort. However, with the exception of mumerous checks drawn against
the company's accounts in the Yokohama Specie Bank, Manila Branch 1942 - 1944,

(eys of 12 checks incl with report) the USVA and sources available to that office,
were unable to locate any records or documenis pertinent to activities and functioms
of personnel during pericd 1943 --1945. |

2. Report included the following information concerning claims for VA benmefits
by individuals who worked for the company involved:

"Claims for VA benefits have been received from claimants identified as
having worked for OHTA Deveélopment Company. In most of these cases, the claimants
would have it believed that they were brought to Davao as prisoners of war placed
under the custody of the company, and forced to work in the plantations, Upon
further inquiry 1t appears these claimants voluntarily or either in parole status,
worked for the firm end received remuneration in the nature of living wages, ratioms,
and other forms of subsistance not usually given a POW. The then Central Committee
on Waivers and Forfeitures, Central Office, Washington, D. C., in considering the
question of forfeiture of rights of a claimant (Procalla, Roberto L. C=17 815 440)
who performed services under the Japanese including employment with the cited firm,
rendered a decision on February 25, 1955, that sustained employment therein
constituted rendering aid and agsistance to the enemy. |

3. The foregoing information indiecates the VA does not consider alleged periods

of POW or forced labor under custody of the OHTA Development Company, as acceptable
evidence of POW service,

4. This evidence supports the previous recommendation (Project 028 - 8 Dee 58)
that alleged periods at OHTA Development Company, Abaca Plantatiom, Deveo, not be
considered POW status,

5. No record or roster that lists names of individuals employed by OHTA
Development Company has been found, The 25 files referred to in previous study were
located after an extensive search which involved the sereening of many 201 files for
names of individuals employed by OHTA Development Company (Proj 028 - Par's 3 & 4),
In the absence of any specific record or roster, a further search for additiomal
information pertinent to former employees would be a long drawn out process, and it

is doubtful that the information would effect a change in prior meseddéwe recormenda-
tion.
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AGAR-R oa%
SUBJECT: Project &8 -- Study of Alleged POW Status At Ohta Development
Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao

g, In addition to the aforementioned 201 files, an extended search was made for
archival records, diaries or any other evidence revealing information pertinent to POW
service, forced labor or employment at Ohta Development Company, Abaca Plantation,
Davao. However, this search failed to disclose any record or information relating to
alleged place of POW or forced labor.

10. An analysis of the evidence contained in this study, concerning the period
subsequent to confinement at Malaybalay, indicates that, although the individuals claim
they were performing forced labor, the statements of many revealed contrary information
regarding conditions usually prevalent at POW camps. Some claim they were accorded
liberties and privileges including freedom of movement in and around the plantation
area, Others stated that they received pay and other benefits, amounting to normal
wages of the time, place and conditions, which indicates employee status rather than
POW. These statements, plus the fact that many abandoned this employment without any
apparent attempt by the Japanese to apprehend them, casts doubt on their alleged POW
status during period involved,

11. In view thereof, and in the absence of any contrary official evidence, it is
recommended that the alleged periods at Ohta Development Company, Abaca Plantation,
Davao, not be considered POW status.

2 Incl rles HFﬂgéig;

1. Cy Lir dtd 18 Jun 58 w/2 Afdvts Chief, Rec, RPR Branch
2. Work Sheet

Recommend: Approval Approved
Disapproval
Ao Thcdoprio s I Harold H. Lloyd
Chief, RPR Branch Capt, AGC
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AGAR-R
SUBJECT: Project 028 -- Study of Alleged POW Status At Ohta Development
Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao

1 terminated during Dec 43
1 " " Jan 44
19 Files do not contain VA Claims

6. The foregoing data indicates that in almost all of the determinations in-
volving alleged POW or forced labor at Malaybalay and Ohta Development Company, Abaca
Plantation, Davac, the WCC certifications show the earliest terminating date of POV
status. These certifications appear to be in accordance with WCC policy and reflect
the earliest date claimants allege POW service at Malaybalay terminated. Under WCC
policy, alleged POW or forced labor subsequent to confinement at Malaybalay was cer-
tified as not being POW service.

7. Reports of investigation located in several 201 files revealed the following
information:

a. Field Investigation in the case of Wenceslao U. Alcopra, service number
1038-E-26689 disclosed that numercus civilians were employed by and resided at the Ohta
Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao, prior to and during +the Japanese occupa-
Lion.

b. Loyalty Status Board Investigation in the case of Florentino F. Susalo,
service number 067 987, contains his sworn statement to the effect that he received pay
for alleged POW or forced labor at Ohta Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao;
the plantation was managed by a Japanese civilian; the area was not inclosed by barbed
wire; he was allowed freedom of movement in the plantation and was given Sunday passes
to a distance of 2 kilometer away without guard; released 14 Dec 44 on the guarantee of
his wife. (FM 23 shows married 13 Dec 44, at Davao City)

e, Loyalty Status Board Investigation in the case of Angel A. Tadlas, service
number 220 810, disclosed that although under repeated questioning he consistently re-
fused to admit having received any pay, he did claim that a hospital fee of P110.00 was
paid for by the Japanese, and in payment of such amount he was made to work in the Ohta
Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao.

8. The foregoing examination of the 201 files of the individuals involved in this
project indicates that:

a. The Ohta Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao was a Japanese
Controlled Agency managed by Japanese civilians.

b. Some individuals received food, lodging and pay, comparable o normal
salaries earned by Philippine civilians during the Japanese occupation.

¢. The individuals had freedom of movement in and around the plantation area.
d. Many were able to abandon their employment in the plantation area and

nothing has been found to indicate the Japanese made any attempt to apprehend and re-
turn them to their employment.

‘ DECLASSIFIED

i Authority E’L 5(_:5' Q Zy




AGAR-R
SUBJECT: Project 028 -- Study of Alleged POW Status At Ohta Development
Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao

forms:

6 PA AGO Forms 23

2 WD AGO Forms 24

7 Affidavits

2 Loyalty Status Board Investigations
1 Field Investigation

7 WCC Forms 602

d. Alleged reason POW or forced labor at Ohta Development Company, Abaca
Plantation, Davao terminated:

10 Released
1 Paroled
11 Escaped
3 Are alleged to have been last seen in April - May 1945 while in a POW or
forced labor status,

€. Individuals claiming to have received pay during alleged period of POW or
forced labor:

7 Yes
12 No
3 Not Shown (Deceased)

2. 201 files show the following determinations relating to periods during which
POW status was determined to have terminated:

a, Determinations under MPA:

3 terminated during period Oct 42 thru Jan 43
3 z ; " Apr 43 thru Jul 43
10 n " " Aug 43 thru Deec 43
2 4 " " Jan 44 thru Dec 44
3 " " " Apr 45 thru May 45
b. WCC Certifications:
1 terminated during Jul 42
2 - " Oct 42
2 n " Nov 4_2
g " " Deec 42
10 " " Jan 43
1 file does not contain WCC Claim,
¢, VA Certifications:
1 terminated during Nov 42
2 i " Beﬂ 42

1 " " QOet 43 [ DECLASSIFIED

Authority 5}5_}' {j 75/
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] 4. SECURITY CI.HR‘.TJ{}H (f ang)

¢ ED _ |
DISPOSITION FORM | Y507y

SUBJECT _ .
Rl Project 028 -- Study of Alleged POW Status At Ohta
AGAR -R Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao
1o/ FROM DATE COMMENT NO. 1
THRU: Chief, RPR Branch Chief, Ree Sec Mr. Fister/ajf/764

RPR Branch 8 DEC 1958
TO : Operations Officer

1. This project initiated as result of a letter from Mrs. Lucia G. Banaag dated
I 18 June 1958 with 2 affidavits, appeafing both VA and WCC certifications and claiming
that her son, the late Prudencio D. Banaag, was still a prisoner of war at the time

he was killed by the Japanese on 1 May 1945, at Biao Plantation, Davao City.

2. Archive reports in subjeet's 201 file show that he was a POW at Malaybalay,
and indicate he was assigned to Company No. 2, while confined at that POW camp.
Archive reports fail to show any record that subject was a POW subsequent to his con-
finement at Malaybalay. However, his 201 file contains affidavits wherein the
affiants allege subject was brought from Malaybalay to Davac and was forced to work
as a POW at the Ohta Development Company, Abaca Plantation in Davao. One affiant al-
so states that subject was the Sergeant-in-charge of his group at the plantation.

3. In connection with the foregoing allegations regarding POW or forced labor,
a search was made for 201 files of individuals confined at Malaybalay and claiming
subsequent POW or forced labor at Ohta Development Company, Abaca Plantation in Davao.
This search included the 201 files of affiants attesting to deceased veteran's POW or
forced labor, names listed on Company No., 2, Malaybalay POW Roster, and Field Inves-
tigation Reports.

I 4. The foregoing search resulted in the location of 201 files for 25 individuals
who claimed such POW or foreced labor, and upon further examination revealed the fol-
lowing information:

a. 201 files showing breakdown of alleged periods of POW or forced labor,

at Malaybalay and Davao, Prior to receipi of WCC Form 602:
11 Yes
14 No

b. 201 files containing copies of WCC Form 602 showing a breakdown of
alleged periods of POW or forced labor at Mslaybalay -and Davao:

22 Yes
1 file indicates Micro-Film copy of WCC Form 602 on file in Ree Seec.
(Deceased - POW sve certified to WCC)

: 1 File contains copy of WCC Form 612 only. (Deceased~POW sve certified
to WCC
1 file does not contain WCC Claim. (Deceased)

c. Information in 201 files relating to alleged POW or forced labor at Ohta
Development Company, Abaca Plantation, Davao was found on following documents and/or
e T e —— e e ——— e o o T p— #

HT PRINTING OFFICE : 1952 O - 988075
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
APO 928, San Francisco Californisa

January 27, 1959

YOUR FILE ReFErReNcCE: AGAR-R
IN REFPLY REFER TO: 3058‘/ 215

Colonel C. J. Barry Jr.
Commanding Officer

U.S. Army Records Center, OTAG
St. Louig 14, Missouri

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge your letter dated December 30, 1958 requesting
informetion concerning "The Ohta Development Company, Davao, Philippines.™

A sgearch of records maintained in this office and the PACAF 0SI District
Office Number 42, APO Tk, is being made. The availsble information will
be forwarded by February 10, 1959.

Very gxuly yours,

DECLASSIFIED

!_ Authority g SO ?j
—

An inquiry by or concerning an ex-service man or woman should, if possible, give veleran’s name and file number, whether
C,XC,EKE, N, V, H, RH, RS, or loan number. Ifsuch number is unknown, service or serial number should be given.
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' ,se refer to: WCC el 1.No, SP- 531 439-P |
A USVA claim No. XC- I7 442 496 - 3072-883)
x-Sergeant Prudecioc D, Bamaag Deccased)

In reply refer to: C/0 SOCORRO AWITEN
Sagay, Camiguin SubProvince
June 18,1958

N

XC= 17 442 496
Bamaag, Frudemcio D,
3072-888

The Adjutant General

Departmint of the Army

Military Personmnel, Records Center, TA&U

2700 @oedfellow RBoulevard St.louis 20,

Migswuri, USA

Sir:

Attached are two affidavits of ex-Private Felix U, Estrada and ei-Private Flaviano
Bgctong issued me for the purpose to support my deceased claim inm behalf of my
deceased veteran son, Ex-Sgt Prudencio D, Bansaag who died, killed by the Japansse
Porcee. This is presented as "Exhibit A-1",

In view of the enclosed copy exhibit, please certify te the fact that my deceased
veteran son ex=-Sergeant Prudencio D, Banaag is a duly recogni ed member of the Army
Forcea of the Philkppimea, or Commomwealth Army of the Philippimes, imecorperated,
induoted inte the Army of the United States (USAFFE) and died, killed by the Japanese
Force om May 1,1945 at Biao Plantation, Davao City.

This will oconolude that my deceased veteran sem is a genuine member of the Armed
Forges 6f the United States of Amerioca (USAFFE), and in this commection pleace
——gertify the fact and please furnish one copy each to the Veterans Administration,
Cemtral Office, Washington 25, D.C., the Director Claim Service in conmection with

my deceased claim of my sen, Ex-Sgt Prudencio D, Bawmtag per claim no indicated
above at tor margin.

/Alll furnish one copy of that certification to the War Claim Commission in commection
with my claim for additional benefit as a Prisoner of War of the Japanese Emperial
Forces in the Philippines.

1 wish 1 could have furnished each copy to the US Veterans Administration, Cemtral
Office, Washipgton 26, DoCse , and the WCCommigsion so that they will readily believed
that my son be a member fully of the Armed Forces of the United States {USA.FF‘E} and
died in line of duty on May 1, 194b,

Hoping, Exhibit A~1 will and for all clear me of doubts as well as the Central
Office, The Director Claim Service as to the truth my son died in line of duty
during the last War (USAFFE) I most sincerely beg to remain,

Very truly yours,
y

AR Lo B Ve, 4o Bomas
¢ ot A - Mre LUCIA DE GUIN VDA DE BANAAG .
(Claimant Mother)

( DECLASSIFIED

i Authority ."?_}” 55 ) 25/
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REPUHLIC OF THE PHOEINEEIES '
EROVIHCE OF MISAMIS ORI 8.5.
MUNI CIPALITY OF S8CAY

AFPEFIDAYLZ

sPrivate Enginoor, with army Serial Ho, 220821 GB, of

I, FELIX Ue Ectrada,
ving becn duly sworn to accordingeto law, horcby dgpoao

lognl age, marriod, aftor
and =iyl

1., That I am a roServids, UBAFTE ealled S0 active duby on Docembor 15,1941
asscigned Dhgineer Battalion, 1015+ Division and inductod by Gapuain RoG Miller
(USA) on Decembor 15,1941 at canp Evangeliste, Cagayan Micoumis Oriental, Mindanno,
Philippinece ;
2, That I peroonally know ox-Sersoans PRUDEBICIO BAMAAG, USAFTE ascignod

W B " Company, Bngincer Battalion 101S% Divicion. Wo were bogether when We surrch-
dered to the Japancse on May 10,1942 od nlaybalny, Bukidnon unuil ho was bayonoted
killod o death by the JapanoSe on MLy 1, 1985 at Biao P1antntion, Davno Gity. On
Malaybalay, Bukidnon, we roachod

Moy 10, 1942 to Jaumnry 10,1943 we wore yob ab
Cagayan, Mioamis Oricntal on board §.5. EScano boat on January 11,1943 going o

povao oty arriwed January 17,1943

rated from A ffarens branch of sorvico

3. That we pngineer perSonpal were oop:
branch of copvice Eheginoor

it of Infansry, Medical, and Signal Corp. We Smue

.
o el W
Ruttalion were suparatod Lo oA stntdaned in one barrack erdy in tho concantration
canp ab Bioo Plaunmalionyg Davio CLuYe
he Tt &inco from ha firing 1ing Someting in Junuary 1942 wo were togothar
i by cide acgalicl the Japanodc Wil we were in the concenbroulon

fighting BaC
camp from Melaybnlay, Bukdicion LG DLvao ity until I pursonally Saw lim bayonoted
killed Lo donid: on Moy 1,1940 oY tho Japarwse at Blao Flantation, Davao Cliye

I WITLSS WHERBOF, I clened swip affidavii frecly and volwaarily WiThe-
oud iy prowoe of rogard or capuansation and 1 anm willing to besuifly pefore any
sours, comuissior, board Or /Uy authortuy 48 o the trush of the above.

Crer o L i E‘,r‘}:-'fllr Lm U. ﬁm
AL fiant

to bolore me this 22 day of Octobar 1957 ot Sagay,Rioando

SUBSCRISID AD SWORHM & r 1957 at Sagas
Orictial, the alflas Loving & Nipitod to me hic Redliuice (Rrullidata 110« A=08 24881,
tagund at Cugyan o Oro Ciiy ondune 10, 1957«

a/t/ VICEBUIE E. VALLAR
Murd cipal Moayor
B =y =) TS e '
A N b AJE 1 &
B . amiguin Subfro LI ( f'*@
' B J A
/ :a:._._u..':-'{rfa,_ |
METVETILD Hae) DA AR ACHA
' Fublia °
_.-'. 4 . - ) P .r}
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death on May 1, 1945 at Bhro R PRUDETICIO BANAAG bavonatad Killod to

i | ¥ ey -4 B . T
Enginocr Botialion 1010t Divicionm. 7 Drvao QLoye He was agsigned "Be Company
e ke L L0Lle \

= =

- ¥ i | a = =
rack hﬂ nd Tclnmn; 20 klﬂf vie alorumentioned factd beeauSo we Were in $he same bay
If_:re, concart: fn‘;rg‘*"-‘:’“ cap whore we also vory cloSe togother from the timo we
rE‘:b-lﬂL‘ 1 t‘! o | YT : ‘i
J vhe Japansoe on Maylo, 1942 at Malaybalay, Bukidnon until

I poraonally saw him vayonoeted killed &
¥ e ey d ed wo death by the Japansse on May 1, 1945 at

TN WITHESS WHERDOF, I oignod this affidavit frealy and voluntarily withe

ous any promize of roward or ¢
nrd compensacion and I am willing o Lostify b any
cours, commis#ion, hoard or any auchority az to the truth of the abcﬁu s
- L

:III. _.Il—:.--"'l":---"':-"'I o T ..g"_'.-'_-.._._-_‘___- y. "I-_."

8/%/ FLAVIANO BACTONG
Alfiard

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORH to bafore mo &)
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