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I. That the several lists referred to in atbached memprandun from

The Adjutant General to G-1 (Tab A), and those received from similar sources,
be utilized in making determinations of status under Public Lew 480, 77th
Congress, as amended, and be given such weight as appears to be warrented in
the light of all the information and circumstances aveilable in each individual

84 | case.

o |

%’ = ' + That as and when findings of death are made through use of such

< 3 | lists as directed in paragraph I above, letters to next of kin will be dis-

g ! patched.

2< |

8 | That names of persomnel on such lists who are not War Department —

IIT.
personnel will be transmitted to the Department of the United States Government

having primary interest.

A

IV. That in action baken under this directive no reference will be
made which discloses the sources of information. Letters enswering inquiries
of next of kin as to sources of information, details of proof of death, and s

the like, will comply with policies as established by G-2, WDGS.
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Tab A w/incls. ©

R RECORD: (See page 2.)
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WDGAP/385.6 19 December 1943

MIMCRANDUM FOR RECORD: Official determination of death of military or WD
civilian personnel outside U.S. has been made the sole responsibility of
Casualty Branch, AGO (WDGAP/704, 18 Sept 45, subject: Reports of Death and
action thereon). TAG tranemits lists of military personnel held P/is by
Japanese in the PI, mainly received by TAG from CG, SWPA, which were delivered
Yo him by persons who had escaped from Japanese prison camps in PT. TAG
recommends staff directive covering menner in which information on above
lists will be utilized by Casualty Brench, AGO. In memorsndum to TAG dated
10 November 1945, G-2 directed that no reference to the source of this
material be made in notifying next of kin. AG Casualty (Col. Poteot)
recommends ‘approval of & directive in substantially the above form. G2

(Col. Catesby Jones) and WDDB (Gen. Benedict) concur in this actiom.
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1. That the several lists referred to inm attached memorandun from
The t General to G-1 (Tab A), and those received from similar sources,
be utilized in making determinations of status under Public Law 480, 77th
Congress, as amended, and be given such weight as appears to be warranted in
the light of all the information and circumstances aveilable in each individual
case.

II. That as and when findings of death are made through use of such
lists as directed in paragraph I above, letters to mext of kin will be dis-
patehed.

III. That names of persomnel on such lists who ere not War Department
persomnel will be transmitted to the Department of the United States Govermment
having primary interest.

IV. That in action taken under this directive no reference will (\\\
made which discloses the sources of Letters ing inquiries \g

of next of kin as to sources of information, details of '0of of death, and %
the like, will comply with policies as established by -2, WDgs. “ s
Ss L

For the Assistent Chief of Staff, 6-1, ' ;' /& %
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WHAP/583.6 1 19 Docomber 1943

MENORANDUM FOR RECORD: Offieial determination of death of nilitary or WD
vilian personnel outside U.S. has been made the sole responsibility of
Casualty Branch, AGO (WDoAP/704, 18 Sept 43, subject: Reports of Death and
action thereon). TAG transmits lists of military personnel held Pliis by
Japanese in the PI, mainly received by TAG from CG, SWPA, which were delivered
to him by persons who had esoaped from Japanese prison camps in PI. TAG
recommends staff dirsctive covering manuer in which information on above
lists will be utilized by Casualty Branch, AGO. In memorandum to TAG dated
10 Wovesber 1543, G-2 directed that no reference to the source of this
material be made in notifying next of kin. AG Casualty (Col. Poteet)
recommends approval of a directive in substantially the above form. =2
(Col. Catesby Jones) and WDDB (Gen, Benedict) coneur in this action.
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Action being taken on Prisoner-of-War lists.
19 Decomber 1543
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I. That the several lists referred to in attached memorandum from
The Adjutant General to Gel (Tab A), and those received from similar sources,
be utilized in making determinations of status under Public Law 490, 77th
Congress, as amended, and be given such welght as appears to be warranted in
the light of all the information and ciroumstances available in each individual
case.

II. That as and when findings of death are made through use of such
lists as directed in paragraph I above, letters to next of kin will be dis-
patohed.

IIT. That names of persomnel on such lists who are not War Department
personnel will be transmitted to the Department of the United States Government
having primary inte:

o~
IV. That in action taken under this directive no reference will be =
made which discloses the sources of information. Letters answering inquiries

of next of kin as to sources of inforpation, details of proof of death, and

the like, will comply with policies@d eetablished by G-2, WDGS.
81 AG60 %3 g

DE¢ 20 W3

650"
For the Assistant Chief of Stagf, G-1) g.® waArFw, s
- S Lt.Col, 0. 5. 0,
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WDPAP/383.6 19 December 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD: Official determination of death of military or WD
eivilian porlonnd ‘outside U.S. has been made the sole responsibility of
Casualty Branch, AGQ (WD@AP/704, 18 Sept 43, subject: Reports of Death and
action thereon). TAG transmits lists of military personnel held P/Ws by
Japenese in the PI, mainly recelved by TAG from CG, SWPA, which were delivered
to him by persons who had escsped from Japanese prison camps in PI. TAG
recommends staff directive covering menner in which information on above
1ists will be utilized by Casualty Branch, AGO. In memorandum to TAG dated
10 November 1943, G-2 directed that mo reference to the source of this
material be mede in notifying next of kin. AG Casualty (Col. Potest)
recommends approval of a directive in substentially the above form. G=2
(Col. Catesby Jones) and WDDB (Gen. Benediot) cencur i thsxwtion.
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THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON
I~ REPLY

REFER TO <2 November 1943
2egraded UNC SSTFI®
MEMORANDUK TO: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1. order Szi/
e T

g by
SUBJECT: Action being teken on Prisomer of War Liste. PR D

0. PAUL
taine G-
] Gl F'Eﬁ 19
AGPO-C ~~{date
1. The Casualty Brench, 4.G.0. has received the three (3) atisehed
Lists of Militery Personnel in the Fhilippine Islands from the following
sources:

List "A" - From Lt. Colonel S. M. ellnik, U. S. Army
(Escaped from Japanese Frison Camp in the
Philippine Islands).

§

Authoritynup 8§ 0TF-

List "B - From Brigadier Genersl L. S. Ostrander
Adjutant General, Southwest Pacific Area.

DECLASSIFIED

List "C" - From Brigadier General L. S. Ostrander
Adjutant General, Southwest Pacific Arvea.

L

A further list was obteined from Lt. Commander
icCoy end was transuitted from the Assistent
Chief of Staff, G-2 to the Chief of the Casusity
Branch for study. Extracts of names conteined
on the list of Commander HcCoy are now on file
in the Casuelty Eranch.

List "A" was forwarded direct to the Casuelty Branch, 4.G.0.
by Colonel Mellnik. It is understood thet this list was prepered in the
office of G-z while Colonel Mellnik was on duty in that office.

Lists "B" and "C" were forwarded by Brigadier General L. S.
Ostrander direct to me after which they were routed to Assistent Chief of
Staff, G-2. These lists were returned to the Casualty branch, A.G.0. through
meathorizing that the material contained therein could be used for infope.
metionsl purposes only end that the secret source be carefully guarded.

2. To date the following action has been taken on these lists by
the Casualty Branch, A.G.0.

(a) The Provost Narshsl General has been furnished & list of
the civiliens contained in list "Bn,

(b) Presentiy, the lists are
view to considering the meterial contained
worth when these cases are again reviewed a
amended. In this conmection Public Law 490

being held in this Branch with a

therein for what it is considered
s required by Public Law 490, s
specifically directs that cases




J

DECLASSIFIED
Authorityy.p &1

L

of missing personnel be reviewed at the expiration of twelve months, or at
any time when sufficient information is available to make & finding of death
or otherwise remove an individual from a missing stetus. If the information
conteined in these lists is evalvated at this time, it is believed there
might develop a number of cases in which there would be sufficient justifi-
cation under the law to render & finding of death. The Stetus Review and
Determination Section, Casualty Branch, presently plens to consider this
material when it reviews all outstending Philippine Cases at the expiration
of approximately a two year period from the date of surrender of Corrigedor.
The reason for delaying a review until approximately that date is because

of the slowness with which reports are being received from the Jepanese
Government and past experience hes shown that by approximately 1 May 1944
2ll information pertaining to military personnel in the Philippine Islends
at the time of surrender will have been trensmitted by the Japenese.

3. My office has not taken eny action relative to notification to
the Navy on the Navel and Marine Corps persomnel conteined on these lists.

4. It has recently come to my attention that the Postmaster, San
Frencisco, California released approximetely five hundred Capture Cards on
missing persormel in the Philippine Islands, direct to Emergency Addressee's
without first referring them to the War Department. It is felt that until
such time as & listing of those names can be obtained that it might prove
embarrassing to the War Dapartment to make findings of death on eny Military
ing status in the Philippine Islands unless

Personnel now carried in a mi
positive evidence is received.

5. In order that the Casualty Branch of my office may be in &
position to use the materisl above discussed it is believed that additional
instructicns are needed.

RECOMMENDATION

That & General Staff Directive be issued covering the manner
in which the information above discussed will be utilized insofer as the
Casualty Branch, 4.G.0. is concerned.
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MEMORANDUM TO3

SUBJECT: Actiom being teken on Prisomer of War Listse

22

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-l

1. The Casualty Branch, A.G.0. has received th
lists of Military Personnel in the Philippine Islands from the following

sources?

November 1943
ed

o tiree (3) attached

List "A" - From Lt. Colonel S. M. Mellnik, U. S. Army

(Escaped from Japane

Philippine Islands).

List "B" - From Brigadier G
Ad,

List wC® - From Brigadier G
Adjutant General,

A further 1list was

Jutant, General;

se Prison Canp in the
eneral L. S. Ostrander
Southwest Pacific Area.

eneral L. Se Ostrander
Southwest Pacific Area.

McCoy end was transmitted from the Assistent
Cnief of steff, G-2 to the Chief of the Casua.ty
Branch for study. Extracts of names contained
of Commander McCoy are now on file
in the Casualty Branch.

on the list

List "A" was forwarded direct to the Casualty Branch, A.G.0-
by Colonel Mellnik. It is understood that this list was prepered in the
office of G-2 while Colonel Mellnik was on duty in thet office.

Lists "B and "C" were
Ostrander direct to me after which

staff, G-2. These 1ists were returned to the Ca:
.gaytim

forwarded by Brigadier General L. S.
they were routed to Assistant Chilef of

sualty Branch, A.G.0. through

wthorizingnat the material contained therein could be used for infor-
mational purposes only end that the secret source be carefully guarded.

the Casualty Branch, A.G.0.

2. To date the following action has been taken on these lists by

(a) The Provost Marshal General has been furnished & list of
the civilians contained in 1list nge.

(b) Presently, the lists are being held in this Branch with &
ontained therein for what it is considered

view to comsidering the material c
worth when these cases are again T
amended.

eviewed as required

by Public Lew 490, a8

In this comnection Public Law 490 specifically directs that cases




of missing persomnel be reviewed at the expiration of twelve months, or at
any time when sufficient information is available to make a finding of death
or otherwise remove an individual from a missing status. If the information
contained in these lists i1s evaluated at this time, 1t is believed there
might develop a number of cases in which there would be sufficient justifi-
cation under the law to render a finding of death. The Status Review and
Determination Section, Casualty Branch, presently plans to cohgider this
material when it reviews all outstanding Philippine Cases at the expiration
of approximately a two year period from the date of surrender of Corrigedor.
The reason for delaying & review until approximately that date is because

of the slowness with which reports are being received from the Japanese
Government and past experience has shown that by approximately 1 May 1944
all information .ertaining to military personnel in the Philippine Islands
at the time of surrender will have been transmitted by the Japanese.

3+ My office has not taken any action relative to notification to
the Navy on the Naval and Marine Corps persomnel contained on these 1lists.

4+ It has recently come to my attention that the Postmaster, San
Frencisco, California released approximately five hundred Capture Cards on
missing personnel in the Philippine Islands, direct to Emergency Addressee's
without first referring them to the War Department. It is felt that until
such time as a listing of those names can be obtained that it might prove
embarrassing to the War Department to make findings of death on any Military
Personnel now carried in a miseing status in the Philippine Islands unless
positive evidence is received.

5. In order that the Casualty Branch of my offid may be in a
position to use the material above discussed it is believe ¢ that additiomal
instructions are needed. R

RECOMMENDATION: v\

That a General Staff Directive be issued covering the manner
in which the dsMmemation above discussed will be utilized insofar as the
Casualty Branch, A.G.0. is concerned.

W B 4. ULIO,

Major General,
The Adjutant General.
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Received the following papers (Secret) from Colonel G. F.

Herbert, Chief, Casualty Branch, A.G.O.
List (tabbed "A") of 24 pages signed by Lt. Col.

1.
S. M. Mellnik.

Z. List (tabbed "B") from General Ostrender with
5 inclosures thereto.

3. List (tabbed "C") from General Ostrander with

4 inclosures thereto.

Name & Rank

Date

» AGO - Room 3058

Please return to Chief, Casualty Bran
Munitions Bldg.
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DECLASSIFIED

cation be carefully preserved and euthorized the Casualty Branch to use
matter for informational purposes only but not as official reports. No
directive was given by G-2 on Colomel lfellnik's list or the second list

from General Ostrander. It will be noted that the statement received

from Assistent Chief of Staff, G-2 conteined only & directive concerning

the security of this information but did suthorize its use for informstional
purposes only. In this connection General Bemedict feels very stromgly that
the Assistent Chief of Staff, G-1 should be apirised of these lists cnd that
he and not G-2 is concerned with the menner in which the information con—
teined therein is used. Therefore, General Benedict thinks thet The
hdjutant General should transmit these lists to the Assistent Chief of Staff,
G-1 for his informetion, requesting instructions or a directive thereon &s
to the manner in which the informaticn should be used.

i my office this date ar
of Philippine Cases tl S; ){;) &
‘ Southwest Pacific Are -3 l&. \
<) Lt. Colonel Mellnik cONTetniug « \ S |
E ‘ were transmitted to General Ulio by General Ostrander cousve.. i
2 | of about 2700 militery persomnel and 2000 civiliens. The Assistert Chief </
5 | of steff, G-2 in transmitting the first list from General Ostrander to the o
k- } Chief, Casualty Branch, through The Adjutent General, directed that the S
< / source of the information be not divulged and that its secret classifi- 7)
the W

/

Q

2. To date the following action insofar as is known by this Branch
has been taken on these lists:

a. The Provost Marshal General has been furnished a list of
the civiliens contained on the first list received from General Ostrender.

b. Unless G-2 furnished lists of Navy end ierine Corps Per—
sonnel to the Navy Department, the Nevy Department has been furnished none
of the material perteining to its personmel.

@ate)

AGPO-C ===
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON

20 November 1943
MEMORANDUM FOR: The Adjutant General

23n 43

1. General Benedict, President of the War Department Dependency
Board, cherged with formulation of policies under Public Law 490 was in
my office this date and discussed at some length the status of the lists
of Philippine Cases that have been received from verious sources in the
Southwest Pacific Area. The above referred to lists consist of one from
Lt. Colonel Mellnik contzining about two hundred names and two lists that
were transmitted to General Ulio by General Ostrander containing & totel
of about 2700 militery personnel and 2000 civilians. The Assistent Chief
of Steff, G-2 in transmitting the first list from General Ostrander to the
Chief, Casuelty Brench, through The Adjutent General, directed that the
source of the information be not divulged and thet its secret classifi-
cation be carefully preserved and euthorized the Casualty Branch to use the
matter for informational purposes only but not as official reports. No
directive was given by G-2 on Colonel Mellnik's list or the second list
from Genersl Ostrander. It will be noted that the statement received
from Assistent Chief of Staff, G-2 contained only a directive concerning

the security of this informetion but did suthorize its use for informstional
purposes only. In this conmection General Bemedict feels very stromgly that
the Assistent Chief of Staff, G-1 should be apjrised of these Lists end that

he and not G-2 is concerned with the manner in which the information con-—
teined therein is used. Therefore, General Benedict thirnks that The

Adjutant General should transmit these lists to the Assistent Chief of Staff,

G-1 for his informstion, requesting instructions or a directive thereon as
to the manner in which the informaticn should be used.

2. To date the following action insofar as is known by this Branch
has been taken on these lists:

a. The Provost Marshal General has been furnished a list of
the civiliens contained on the first list received from General Ostrender.

b. Unless G-2 furnished lists of Navy nd ifarine Corps Per-
sonnel to the Navy Depertment, the Nevy Department has been furnished none
of the material pertaining to its personnel.

AGEO-C —==~Taate)
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c. Presently, the lists are being held in this Branch with &
view to considering the material contained therein for what it is considered
worth when these cases are again reviewed as reguired by Public Law 490, as
amended. In this connection Public Law 490 specifically directs that
cases of missing personnel be reviewed at the expiration of twelve months,
or at any time when sufficient information is available to make a finding
of death or otherwise remove an individusl from a nissing status. If the
information contained in these lists is evaluated at this time, it is be-
lieved there might develop & number of cases in which there would be suf-
ficient justification under the law to render a finding of death. The
Status Review and Determinetion Section, Casuelty Branch, presently plens
to consider this meterisl when it reviews all outstanding Philippine Cases
at the expiration of approximately a two year period from the date of
surrender of Corrigedor. The reason for delaying & review until approximately
that date is because of the slowness with which reports are being received
from the Jepanese Government and past experience has shown that by approximately
1 Mey 1944 ell information pertaining to military persommel in the Philippine
Islands &t the time of surrender will have been transmitted by the Japanese.

3. Since writing the foregoing it has been ascertained that the
Postmester, San Francisco, Californis has released 500 Capture Cards direct
to Emergency Addressee's on missing personnel in the Philippine Islands.
Until sich time as a listing of these names cen be obtained it would be
very dangerous to make findings of death on any Philippine Army cases un-
less positive evidence of death is obtained. Steps are now being taken to

obtain the names of the individuals sig ing these Capture Cards.

RECOMMENDATION:

i 1. That the lists referred to in above discussion be transmitted
to G-1 for his information, requesting any instructions or directive he may
desire to issue in connection with the use of these lists by the Casualty
Branch.

|
?lﬁm,« S%eT.,
L(Va,‘,,mu;zL; . d Chief w1ty Branch, A4.G.0.
wts 61
begs 4088
| o ATt
LR
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2Q November 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Adjutant Geueral

THRUs - Director, Military Personmel Division.

1. Generel Benedict, President of the War Depertment Dependency
Board, cherged with formulation of policies under Public Law 490 w%as.in
my office this date and discussed ai some length, the status of the lists
of Pailippine Cases that bheve been received from various sources in the
Southwest Pacific Area. The above referred to lists consist of one from
Lte Colonel Mellnik containing about two hundred names and two lists that
were transmitted to General Ulio by Gepersl Ostrander containing & total
of sbout 2700 military personmel and 2000 civilians, The Assistant Chief
of Staff, G-2 in transmitting the first list from General Ostrander to the
Chief, Casualty Branch, through The Adjutent Genersl, directed that the
source of the information be not. divulged and that its secret classifi- .
cation be carefully preserved and authorized the Casualiy Branch to use the
matter for informational purposes only but not as official reports. No
directive was given by G-2 .on Colonel Mellnik's list or the second list
from General Ostrander. It will be noted that the statement received
from Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 contained only a directive concerning
the security of this information but did authorize its use for informational
purposes only« In this connection General Benedict feels very strongly that
the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-l should be ap,rised of these lists and that
he and not G-2 is concerned with the manner in which the information com-
tained therein is used, Therefore, General Benedict thinks that The
Adjutant General should trensmit these lists.to the Assistent Chief of Staff,
G=1 for his information, requesting instructions or a directive thereon &s
to the manner in which the information should be used.

2. To date the following zction insofar as is known by this Branch
has been taken on these lists:

a. The Provost Marshal General has been furnished a list of
the civiliens contained on the first list received from General Ostrander.

b. Unless G-2 furnished lists of Navy and Marine Corps Per-
sonnel to the Navy Department, the Navy Department has beem furnished none
of the material pertsining to its persomnel. )
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¢. Presently, the lists are being held in this Branch with a
view to considering the material-ocontained therein for what it is considered
worth when these cases are again reviewed as required by Public Law 490, as
amended. 1In this comnection Public Law 490 specifically directs that
cases of missing personnel be reviewed &t the expiration of twelve months,
or at any time when sufficient information is available to make a finding
of death or otherwise remove an individuel from a missing status. If the
information contained in thes#uliste is evaluated at this time, it is be-
lieved there might develop & number of cases in which there would be suf-
ficient justification under the law to render a finding of ‘death. ‘The
Status Review and Determination Section, Casualty Braneh, presently plans
to consider this meterial when it reviews all outstanding Pnilippine Cases
at the expiration of approximately a two yedr jeried from the date of
surrender of Corrigedor. The reasth for delaying a review until approximately
that date is because of the slowness with which reporis ere being received
from the Japanese Government and past experience has shown that by approximately
1 May 1944 all information ‘pertaining to military personnel in the ‘Philippine
Islands at the tize of surrender will have been transmitted by the Japanese.

3. B8ince writing the foregoing it has been ascertained that the
Postmaster, San Francisco, California has released 500 Capture Cards direct
to s on missing 1 in the Philippine Islands.
Until swh time as a listing of these names can be obtained it would be
very dangerous to make findings of death on any Philippine Army cases un-
less positive evidence of death is obtained. Steps are now being taken to
obtain the names of the individuals signing these Capture Cards.

RECOMMENDATIONs

1. That the lists referred to in above discussion be transmitted
to G-1 for his information, requesting any instructions or directive he may\
desire to issue in connection with the use of these lists by the Casualty i
Branch. A

George F. Herbert,
Colonel, A. G. D.,
Chief, Casualty Branch, A.G.0.
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T0: Officsr in Charge, Status Review end Determination Section (Lb. Coly
Poteet). Casualty Branch.

1. The attached lists are transferred to you to be used for
informational purposes only.

2. 1In compliance with the dirsctive of the Assistaut Chief
of Staff, G-2, they will not be used as officiel reports. In meking de-
terminations and findings under Public Lew 490 the information will be
considered and given such weight as you consider it deserves.

3. Cesualty reports based on this materiel will not be processed.

4. TIts secret classification will be carefully preserved. In
cases where the materizl is used, no reference to the material will be
made in notifications to emergency zddressees or other persons who might

= 70 i

K. G. Hoge,
Lt. Col., A.G.D.,
Acting Chief, Casuslty Branch, AGO.
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SUBJECT: Lists from Australia Date10 November 1945

70 Ofs. @ _ @2 __ G693 G=l ____Air Staff
TX_TAG ©PD Usw ASW ASWA CG Army
20 T Bhp T W T __Army Corps
" INF _BA CTLV R CA
RD —___ QMG Cso —_t = Dapt ¢
T GHQ__JAG __OWS 16 ___B/PR y Chief, Cesialybramh _ _ S\ |\
N\
FOR S/W DIRECTS Comment or Concurrence _X Necessary action { ¢
. Draft of reply  Remark and recommendation —_ — Information for 4
C Direct reply Inviting attention to A reply N\
Approved See notation of Ind. approved ..
Disapproved Information TR I NANY Interesi\\v
File Consult —__Notation and -
return
Noted
BY Spel Msgr Radio Alr Mail Tmmed, iction Ltr Letter
= — e — e

1. Authority is given to use the material as information and not as
official reports.

2. In cases where a determination of death is made, no reference to
the material is to be made in notifying next of kin.

3. The secret classification of y matgyiel will/be preserved.

@aa0

3 Al
“0"“_194 GEO, V. STRONG,

- Beoved 7 Major General,
f ~ A. C. of 8., G-2.
1 Inel. .

vith 5 incls.
RegT!
order,
vy -
I Rl C
|
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Liste from Australia 10 November 1943
‘

TO
X TAG
Chief, Casualy Branch
X
QX
b . . X Neceseary Actioﬁ‘\\
A
N
- A
B
1. Authority is given to use the material as information and not as
officiel reports.
2. In ceses where a determination of death 1s made, no reference to
‘the material is to be made in netifying next of kin.
3. The secret classification of the material will be preserved.
BAB0
NOV 111948 l _—
ooaved @ 4 Wajor Generad,”
A, C. of 8., G-2, B
1 1ne. o
with 5 incla. 4 N

(r/ a4
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Lists from Australia 10 November 1943
TS
Chief, Casualy Branch
x

x Necessary Action

1. Authority is given to use the material as information and not as
official reports.

2. In cases where a determination of death 1s made, no reference to
‘the material is to be made in notifying next of kin.

3. The secret classification of the material will be preserved.

GEO. V. STRONG,
Major General,

A. C, of 8., G-2.
1 Incl.

vith 5 incls.

DECLASSIFIED
Authorityyyp §§ 205~




Authorityyyo § 50T

—_

\i DECLASSIFIED -
i

B

g 3 THofEr
T eyt

v° ¢ o B 65"
wejok. gevesay’
oK’ 4" amEose’

3" Li® SewLel GIERRIYCERION OY £FU MEeKTEy AYTT PO Dbroeoras;*

£i% MEpELYT] B SO PO BRGe IV NOLIRAINR wexe OF K1V’
B 1D 79898 APERO ¥ QUPGHSIRV TOU OF SECH 78 Mg’ WO TTemhuc 10

ogLioIey neboxge’
I* wEEDONich T8 GYASE £0 Ee JPO UNEORJVT (8 TULORSEpYOD WY rup ¢

Ik s
}OB X cesoerl yopyom

CPTeL® pmemyp s




ARMY SERVICE FORCES L T

KGH:micz 30
The Assistant Chief of Staff, G-
TO et divilon, or oranizoton) omion
TBranch or G TRTention
DESCRIPTION 9 November 1943.
CORMOMERTION o R i ,
Lists from Australia.
(EoTy TFe No)

FROM |

N

1. Pursuant o your oral directive the inclosed lists are returned \\\\
with the least practichble delay.

N

2. The lists were referred to the War Department Dependency Board Q
for ite informition. The remarks of that poard that the information be o
used in meking findings under Public Law 490 but not be considered as 5
official reports is concurred in.

3. In view of the foregoing, instructions ere requested as follows:

. Thether or not authority is given to use the meterial for
informational purposes and mot as official reports.

b. Provided authority is given to use the informiiion, as
stated in & above, then instructions are requested covering spe-
cifically the measures desired to be observed in safeguarding the
source of this information in the processing of cases involved.

K9 ltoae

K. G. HOGE,
THoiCal., aGaDs,y
Act'g. Chief, Casuzlty Branch.
5 Inclosures.
Incl # - Lists from Austrelia (5 Incls)
Incl #2 - Letter, GHQSWPA, <L Oct 43
ncl #3 - Lt. Col. Potéet!s hemo., 4 Nov 43
Inel #4 — Col. Herbert's emo., 5 Nov 43
Incl #5 - Genersl benedict!s Memo., 8 Novi3
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

A.P.0. 500,
AG 383,6 (21 Oct 43)B 21 October 1%3.

SUBJECT: American Personnel, Philippine Islands.

T0 : The Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. oY

£ i
1. Reference is made %o liar Depertment radic No, 9348 of 19@Zkcher 9@“\
and letter FEX 383, 6 October 1943 to Adjutant General, Washington, D. C. from
Headquarters, United States Army Forces in the Far East, subject as above. &

2, Tt is believed that your request for microfilms of the original docu-
ments can best be answered by forwarding the documents themselves, and they are
inclosed herewith. This will save time and eliminate the possibility of lack of
clarity in reproduction. The statement in inclosure "1" to letter 6 October 1943

that pages 19 and 20 were omitted was due to improper numbering of that inclosure.
A11 nemes were included.

3. Inclosure "1" herewith, described in letter 6 October 1943 as "List of
Death Casualties Camp O'Donnell, Tarlac PI" is a carbon copy of an official list
removed from the hospital records at Camp 0'Donnell by an American prisoner of
war charged with keeping these records. The list was delivered to one of our
agents and is believed to be authentic. Up to page 20, it contains the names of c
1143 prisoners who died in Camp O'Donnell up to early June 1942.. For this period,
it is reported to be complete. Pages 21 to 28 show a chronological list of deaths
that occurred between that date and 17 October 1942,

4. Inclosure "2, "Incomplete List (additional to inclosure "1")", is said —
to have been copied hurriedly from the official records of Camp O'Donnell by an
American prisoner of war who had access to them, Because of haste in preparation,
it may contain a number of errors. The names for June 1942 do not check with those
shown in pages 21 to 28 of inclosure "1", The reason for this is not entirely clear,
Inclosure "1" may refer to deaths only in hospital and inclosure "2" to deaths other
than those that occurred in hospital or to personnel from Camp O'Donnell who died
subsequent to transfer to Cabadatuan, which transfer took place about June 1942,

5. Inclosure "3" designated in letter 6 October 1943, "Incomplete List of
Officers and Men Imprisoned at Corregidor, etc.", reguired subdivision by pages,

a. Page 1 is a list of U.S. servicemen left on Corregidor and still

there in March 1943, It was copied hurriedly from prison records on file at Camp
Cabanatuan,

b. Page 2 gives an incomplete list of 146 prisoners of war who were at

Camp 1, Cabanatuan in March 1943, The list is said to have been copied from camp
records.

", fﬁ 2




(Ltr GHQ, SWPA, AG 383.6, subject: American Personnel, Philippine Islands, 21
October 1943).

c. Page 3, also said to have been copied from camp records, is an in-
complete list showing 103 U.S. servicemen, with Philippine addresses, who were
at Camp 1, Cabanatuan, March 1943.

d. Page 4 is a list of certain civilian prisoners of war who were re-
ported employed, as of March 1943, on outside work details such as roads, bridges
and in port areas. The list is said to have been copied from Cabanatuan recordss

6. Inclosure "4", "Informal Report - Status of Officers and Men, Camp at
Cabanatuan" is an informal report regarding the status of certain officers and
enlisted men, It is reported to have been compiled in March end April 1943 from
memory by prisoners of war at Cabanatuan.

7. ALl of the above documents were obtained by agents from U.S. personnel
within Cemps 0'Domnell and Cabanatuan, were later delivered to Lieut, Commander
Parsons and brought by him to Australia. Evidence as to the authenticity of these
documents and the conditions under which they were obtained consists of verbal
statements of these agents to Lieut. Commander Parsons. It is believed by Lieut.
Commander Parsons that reliance can be placed on these statements.

8. Inclosure "5", "Intelligence Report, Civilian Internees, Davao City",
consists of a mumber of lists obtained by Captain C. M. Smith and subsequently
brought to Australia, They are believed to be accurate.

a. Page 1 lists certain military prisoners in Davao Penal Farms in
! April 1943. It was supplied from memory by a priest who had access to the 'Farm's

]

ad i
g l b. Page 2 is a list of priests interned in Davao, Source and date saue
Ed5| | as "a." above.
a | L
3 2 c. Pages 3-5 list American missionaries interned subsequent to 7 January
S £ | 1943 (soe pars, 8.g. below). Sourcs - civilians in Internment Camp through agent.
aE ] Date - April 1943.

< !

d. Pages 5 and 6 show a list of wives and children of men in Matina
Internment Camp, Davao in April 1943. These women and children left Davao prior
to its capture and are believed safe in the Agusan Valley. Source same as B
aboves

|
|
L
-

e. Page 6. A record of 2l persons transferred from Davao to Manila
in September 1942, Source - Davao internees.

£. Page 7 gives a 1list of miscellaneous U.S. Army personnel reported
by a priest in conversation with Captain Smith to be either deed or imprisoned
in Davaos




(Ltr GHQ, SWPA, AG 38316, subject: American Per

October 1943).

Henry #illiam Pohl, internee,

mission to Red Cross.

Page 8 and subsequent pages is 2 carbo!

and delivered to Japan
It constitutes a complete lis

Matina Internment Camp, Davao as of 7 January 1943.
camp by an agent of Captain Smith.

For the Commander-in-Chief:

5 Incls:

Incl,l-List of Death Casualties Camp 0'Donnell,
Incl.2-Incomplete List (additional to inclosure nin),

1, Philippine Islands, 21

n copy of list compiled by
ese authorities for trans-

t of civilian internees in
It was smuggled out of the

. ML, FITCH,

Colonel, Ae G Daj

Adjutant Gener

N

Tarlac PI (28 pages).

(13 pages).

Incl.3-Incomplete List of Officers and len Imprisoned at Corregidor,

]
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etc, (4 sheets)s
Incl,h-Informal Report - Status of Officers and Men, Camp at
Cabanatuan (24 pages).
Incl,5-Intelligence Report, Civilian Internees,

Davao City (43 pages).
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

IN REPLY WASHINGTON
REFERTO

Japanese Prisoners of War.

1, Examination of the material recently forwarded from Australia
discloses the following points:

A. Check of substantially the whole list reveals some in-
accuracies in the reported status of individuals,.

B. The lists were secured \mder conditions vrhieh p'revented
complete reliance on their
are not aware of the disclosuress Simla.r reports ara not avail=
able from all Japanese prisoner camps so that action upon this
information would prejudice the rights of some individuals because
of our idental access to i

! C. Public Law L90 and the delegation of sutherity of the

i Secretary of War to the Chief, Casualty Branch places considerable
| discretion in the hands of the Chief, Casuslty Branch with respect
; to the evaluation to be placed upon the reports received concern—
! ing missing personnel. Attention is invited to Section k, Section
| 5 and Section 9 of the above cited law,
|

&

Do The Japanese are sensitive about having their errors exposed.
They consistently return mail forwarded through the International Red
Cross to persons not officially listed by them as prisoners of war.
They are extremely vindictive following the most simple questioning
of their statements or reports. It is conceivable that action upon
the lists may cause the death of all persons knovm by the Japanese
to have had an opportunity to secure the information now on hand.

Authority,

2, As of this date more than two-thirds of the AUS prisoners of war
in the hands of the Japanese have been officially accounted for, Roughly
2500 AUS individuals are still carried as missing in the Phili;

Islands. The present list accounts for approximately 1500 of th.ese. It
is believed that by the time twenty-four months have elapsed the residual

Iecl £




of missing persomnel wnaccounted for either through Japanese official
reports or the 1list presently at hand will be extremely small, The
time allotted for the preparation of this memorandum has not permitted
the collection of data and the plotting of a curve showing the indiv=
idual reported each month by the Jspanese Government. Rough estimates
indicate that such a curve plotted against the total number of persons
officially reported missing in the Philippine Islands would be prac=
tically closed at the end of twenty-four monthse

3. Itis recommended in view of the above cited conditions and
considerations that the present 1igt and others that may be received
be considered as information rather than official reports. That a
second review of persons missing in the Philippine Islands be made ab
the expiration of ‘twenty-four months or at such time as the plot of
official Japanese reports and the information now on hand indicates
that we have an accounting in one form or another for all of the AUS
personnel initially reported missings A mumber of considerations make
the choice of twenty-four months desirable for Philippine casese

4. The following question is raised by the procedure suggested
sbove. No reports have been received from the Japanese Government on
Fhilippine Scout personnel amounting to about 12000 individuals and
Philippine Army personnel totaling about 87000 of whom about 17000 are
Ynovm. Are we to continue all of these individuals in missing status
with the attending accrual of financizl benefits if we teke action
which will probably result in death findings in the cases of a sub-
stantiel number of AUS prisoners upon whom we have received information
at the expiration of twenty-four months? If the action suggested above
is taken in case of AUS prisoners it seems that some consideration may
be due toward the suspension of payments in the two classes mentioned on
whom we have received no reports. Some remedial legislation may be in-
dicative. It does not appear that we have a greater obligation to the
Philippine Scouts or the Pnilippine Army than to our own people. It may
be wise to bear the expense incident to the carrying of a few AUS indiv-
iduals who have not been officislly reported in order to avoid the
political issues in both the United States and the Philippines which would
follow cutting off the Philippine ‘benefits. Perhaps by a happy solution
would be to cut off benefits to all classes of missing personnel when we
are reasonably sure that all AUS Philippine cases are accounted for, in
other words after twenty-four monthse

ANTEL P, POTEET,
Iieutenant Colonel, A.G.Dey
Officer in Charge,

Status Review and Determination Sectione




WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR: General J. L. Benedict.

0=C. _}_“—_

The attached memorandum from Colonel PotAzives a(ds
clear and concise resune of the feeling of the Status Review and
Determination Section of the Gasualty Branch on the trestment
that should be accorded the lists recently received from Australia
relative to certain AUS personnel in the Philippine Islands.

|

During the preparation of his memorandum Colonel
Poteet was constantly in touch with me and as a result of our
discussions, I am in wholehearted agreement with the reasoning
and recomendations contained therein.

DECLASSIFIED
&

Authority,

It is my considered opinion that the lists referred
to in paragraph 1 above be used for informational purposes only
and that they be not used as official reports.

|
f
ke

Will you please give me your reaction to the apiroach
that we have taken to this matter.

G-2 hes requested that these papers be returned co/
him with the least practicable delay. e

bt

Colonel), A. G. D.,
Chief, Casux\ljt,v Branch, A.G.0.

el % tf
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WAR DEPARTMENT

y S

WASHINGTON
8 November 1943,
1E
negraded UNG SSTF
order S
MEMORANDUM TO The Chief, Casualty Branch, A, G, 0. °Y "" "{uﬂs A
— =Y
10 FEB A3

1. The War Department Dependency Board has cons 148803 % e 7 g6%0)
herewith. While not in agreement with some of the views expressed in
‘the memorandum of the Status Review and Determination Section, the
Board is in full agreement with your opinion that the lists herewith
should be used for informational purposes only and that they should
not be utilized as official reports.

2. Public Law 490 contemplates the missing military personnel
end the civilian employees of the depertments are to be reclassified
as prisoners of war or as dead, on the basis of official reports.

That term does not contemplate information, ever Though received through
official channels, other then of & factual nature and concerning which
there is no doubt. The legislative history discloses that official
reports in such cases mean reports from a captor govermment through
channels set up by international agreement of the person being a pris-
oner of war or interned, or having died while in the custody of the
reporting government, The Board feels that adherence to these princi-

ples is essential if we are to avoid eventual chaos in the edminis-
tration of the law.

3. The law recognizes that there will be need and justification
for terminating a missing status in many cases in the absence of an
official report., It recognizes that information and reports that are
not official will be received and should be considered. It makes
adequate provision for their use and consideration, in comnection with
all other evidence, in reeching a discretionary, presumptive "finding of
death” by the head of the department, It is desirable that missing
ceses, particularly of long standing, be terminated as soon as it may
equitably be done,but this means by a "finding of death" based upon con-
sideration of all evidence obtainable end & showing of improbability

of the continuance of life, Furthermore, administration of the law

along these lines has been the subject of interdepartiental agreement
which should be adhered to,

4. The Board does not believe that matters of policy such as
the review of all cases after twenty-four months or of making regula-
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tions or seeking legislation affecting the Philippine Scouts or
Philippine Army should be interjected in the consideration of the matter
herewith, In due time such matters will be duly considered and such
proposals as seem warranted will be made.

5. The action deemed desirable by the Board as to the inclosed
1ists, and similer onee that may be received, is as follows:

a. Extract pertinent informetion to other departments with
& statement that while the reports appear to be reesonably reliable
they sre not transmitted as factual or as "officisl reports" in the
meaning of Public Law 490,

b, For the War Department personnel transcribe the information
in each case to the individual records and then determine, from its
consideration along with all other available information, the appropriate
action in the case. In view of the constent increase in the commmication
between ebsent persons end their relatives, it might be well before eny
action is taken in ceses listed, to supplement the information by an
inquiry to the next of kin as to eny information they may be eble to give
that hes not been trensmitted through the Var Department.

S In those cases in which all the facts warrant, make another
official Teview of the case which will result in either & "finding of
death” or & further continuence of the miseing status.

6. It will be noted that the Board does not favor the deferment
of action until twenty-four months have elspsed, that is, until Vey 1944,

7. It is assumed that under its general instructions to "oontinue
offorts to secure more information concerning the status of missing
persons after expiration of twelve months" the Casuslty Branch is
making eppropriate arrangements to secure as much information as practi-
cable from escaped or exchanged prigoners, returning internees, or
other persons., Some press “ reports indicate a possibility that persons
returning now on the Gripsholm may have considerable informetion perti-
nent to the inclosed lists and to other cases.

8, The Board will be pleased to confer end assist et any time in
further consideration of these cases.

For the War Depertment Dependency Board:

L, BENEDICT

eral, U, S, Army,




LKAJOR GﬂlmAL JAMES A. ULIO,
ADJUTAN'
/ms.msmh,(zi) n.C..

TO BE OPENED EY OFFICER IN ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
65 PR RS 107
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