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VER USE FOR APPROVALS, DISAPPROVALS,

CONCURRENCES, OR SIMILAR ACTIONS

Agari, John
Brewer, Bet i ,{\J.A/
Daniels, Norma B

Demetis, Helen

Ellebracht, Frank f‘rr

Hoepker, Viola ‘1/%‘)

Krelo, Johnnie J e

McCann, John /}vwf
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McGrew, Eleanor 5’%‘/
Sawon, Edith - %
Sloan, Robert L RES
Stumpe, Helen L'/O'/J
Wilks, Madeline ~~cV=

Fore, Thomas 7/
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY B i
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL ' o
Military Personnel Records Center
St. Louis 20, Missouri

FECOVERED PERSONNEL RECORDS SECTION) 2l June 1953
ADMINTSTRATIVE MEMORANDUM WO. 6)

Pending publication of the revised SOP's, the following pelicy changes
pertaining to the adjudication of claims to the Veterans Administration and
WGC are announceds

1. Arblirary determination of periods which Philippine A: and
Constabul g E % n«%ng Ezﬁii Tor ugu with the hu
sponsore: ong ary.

Tn those where a v 'g file i vid indicating

in the Jap D & Bureau of Comstebulary immediately following
or shortly after the veteran's release from concentration camp, and whore there
are no indications of an actual period of constebulary training, it will be a
matter of poliey to deduct an arbitrary 30 days from the date the veteran
indicated on his processing paper as the last date of PON. In applylng this
provision in the case of former pre~gurrender constabulary officers and
enlisted men, the arbitrary deduction will be 15 days instead of 30 days.

2. Action to be taken where no 201 file is of regord.

In those instances where & claim is reccived from either the VA or the
WCC and & request for the 201 file is returned with a statement of "No Record,"
or "lone Available", and a verification of the Arehives Sub-Unit indicates a
sdlitary archive, such as a "POW' record or a "Medieal Tag" which gsnnot resson-
ably be identified as pertaining to the subject, the claim will be determined
8s "Negative" In the absence of & processing form and/or other evidence
suffieient to make & reasonable determination of ddentity that a solitary
archive does pertain to the individual, 1t will be & presumption that the record
does mot pertain to the subject's olaim and 4t will be adjudicated in the
"Negative," and no further action taken until additionsl evidence is submitted
v-lmur!.{y by the claimant, No action will be taken to develop these type
sages by oontact with the subject or claimant where no 201 file is of regdrd.

3. Uge of Ospss death gertifisates in 1iving eases.

In those instances where individusls cleim USAFTE serviee and/or proof of
"POI" service rests solely on a Capas cortificate that "might' pertain
4o the subject, it shall be & matter o ley to ascept the Capas death
certificate as pertaining to the living subjeot only in those instances where
the record shows thet the certificate was previously used in establishing the



_fanp 4ndividuslis USAFFE status for rrears in pay or for VA disability bemefits,
‘ana that this fact has been previously made a matter of written record in the
file. In every instance a gomplete check of all other possible 20L files must
be made prior to the certificate remaining a part of the living claim file,

Distributions ALBERT A, LINDQUIST
Center Hqs Colonel, AGC
orr Officer in Charge
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AGHD—LV i Camps in Zamboenga Gity and Lavao City
D!ntributicm nEw 1, Liv “ec, Vets By. 23 Jo

et 50

1, In the 201 file uf Eersanin, Folix Bey Lte, 0-21750, subject claimed to
have been a Prisoner of Rar in Zamboanga City and later on in Davao City from
Nay, 1942 to January, 1943.

2. Heport of invostigation {in file of Felix Borsamin) conducted into th.
matter has established the existonce of POV Ci don Camps in 2 ¥
and in Daveo City. It was also sstablished that the ecamp in mnbomm ﬂty oximd
until 25 Uec 42, and the eamp in Davao City until June, 1943.

3. In view of the abova firdings, end on the basis of accoptabls evidence
on file, a veteran who clained to have been a Prisoner of "sr in Zanboanga Clty
may be deternined in a POW status not later than 25 lec 42. Similarly, a utmtn

- who claimed to have been a Frisomer of Tar in Davao msy be determimed in a PO
status rot later than 30 Jun 43.

4o It hao also been detersined that some Prisonsrs of Var from Zambvanga
City were transferred to Davao prior to 25 Dec 42,

PSS T AP R S
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HTADOUARTTRS
ADJUTANT GRNTRAL RWCORDS DRPOSITORY
PHILTPPINGS COMIAND (AIR FORC®) gN'D THIRTTGNTH AIR FORCT
0 92!

CHWCK SH™RT
Do not remove from attached sheets  PiB/ats
FILT NO: AGRD - V
SUBJTCT: Changes No. 5 to Veterans Branch Ad=  DATS: 15 Aug 50
judication Policy

FROM: Chief, Veterans Branch THRI
i

¢ Dir, S& C Div

1. Attached is proposed Changes No. 5 to Veterans Branch Adjudication
Policy on POV status, The attached changes do not affect the fundemental policy
followed by this branch in determining POW status but clarify the scope of the
term as applied to cases under the jurisdiction of this branch. They reflect
what were discussed regarding the subject at the last conference at Washington.

2. Recommend immediate approval.

1 Inel:

As stated.
e o o [ 2 [ ] === = = ~Conment #2 = ~
FROM: Dir, S & C Div 10: Chief, Vets. Br| /7"9 17 Aug 50

Proposed changes No. 5 to the Vets. Br. Adjudication Policy is approved.

{' A ,,:,?\../
1 Iscl © RINALDL
a/fc Major AGC
Dir, S & C Division
DECLASSIFIED
Authority NNDBEE30 3% |
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HEADQUARTERS
8 D SERVICE UNIT
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY
_— APO 928
v SpEY
AGRD-V oA August 50

VETERANS rmwcw EMORANDUM )

b ]
(CHANGES) NO. 5 TO VETERANS BRANCH ADJUDICATION POLICY
e

SHCTION XI - POW STATUS - is hereby changed to read as follows:

An individual will be determined to be in a POW status and
entitled to pay during periods when he was held under physical restraint,
that is, concentration, con®inement, or internment, by the Japanese or
their controlled agencies, by reason of his previous military status or
suspected anti-Japanese activities. i iR s

The status of an individual immediately prior to his capture
2nd detention by the Japanese or their agencies is not necessarily the
deternining factor in deciding whether or not he was a POW,

Veterans who had no anti-Jap or guerrilla activities and even
veterans who were puppet government officials or employees, may, in some
cases, bs determined to be POWs even though, prior to capture, their
status is properly dsterminable as NCS.

Such cases as those of veterans vho were seized in the general
roundup. of former high ranking USATTE officers in the latter part of
194k and very early 1945, or of those veterans who wers seized in a gene-
ral roundup of USAFFE persomnel, such s was staged in Guadalupe in
December 19lli, are examples of sitvations wherein, although the captured
veterans may have been in an NCS status because employed by the puppet
government, or bscause following civilian pursuits, there is historical
backing for the presumption that such seizure was due to their former
military status.

~ On the other hand, veterans vho were seized in a general

roundup of inhabitants, vherein all persons (or all male persons) of

an area were seized by the Japs or their agents, are not properly deter-

minable as Prisoners of Var, even if they had former USAFFE status,
4~They may, however, be properly determined as POW whers seized in such

a mass roundup if it is shown that they wers enpaped in euerrilla acti-

vities and that it was in retaliation for these guerrilla activities

that the roundup was conducted.

Individuals who were selected as guerrillas or USAFFES by the
"magic eye" during a general zonification may also be determined as
POW, even though, at the time of seizure, they wers no longer cngaged
in anti-Jap activities. G

ey
—DECLASSIFIED \
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An individual held under physical restraint by any guerrilla
unit or by the United States Army on suspicion of disloyalty is not a
PO-V. «Prisoners of irregular armed bands and bandit groups such as that
of Emilio Escobar ("Sagad") are also not POWs, even though their USAFFE
or guerrilla status may have been the cause of their seizure,

The POW register and Death Roster of those concentrated at
Camp 0'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac, Malaybalay, 0ld Bilibid, 2tc., which are
available in this headquarber< will conclusively determine the POW/étatus
of an individual repardless of evidence submitted to the contrary. In
the event the individual's name is not carried in either of these reccrds,
or POW status is claimed for having been confined somewhere slse, his
POW statas will be determined to be such as may be established by satis-
Pactory evidence.

Wihere an individual vas concentrated at 0'Donnell Concentration
Camp, and the date when his POW status began cannot be determinsd from
the evidence, he will be presumed to have been a Prisoner of War from
7 May L2, Similarly, when the date of termination of his POW status can-
not be determined, he will be presumed to have been a Prisoner of Var
until 25 Jan L3, the last date when that Concentration Camp existed as
such,

/ There can be no set rule in all POW cases, Hach claim must
be determined on the basis of evidence on file and known historical data.
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HEADCUARTERS
ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY

PHILIPPINES COMMAND (AIR FORCE) AND THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE)
APO 900
24 April 1950
MEMORANDUYK

The attached list of eighty-three (83) persons are "parolees!
released from Camp Luna, Parang, Cotabato Concentration Camp on or
about 29 December 1942,

The report of the Field Investigator is with the 201 file of
ROBERTO U, MANARAT. A copy of the same report is on file in Living
Section, Veterans Branch.

JOHN L. GOODE
11t Inf ey
Asst Ch, Liv Sec, Authority N
PARANG PRISONERS OF WAR
1, 1" Lt Luis Y. Villanueva 19, T Sgt Pedro Capucao
2. 1" Lt Mamel D, Mandac 20, S Sgt Jose C. Puyat
3. 1" Lt Roberto Manabat 21, S Sgt Pascual Barona
4. 1" Lt Moises Lavares 22, 8 Sgt Lauro V. Binaday
5. 1" Lt Valeriano 0. Valenova 23. 8 Sgt Nicolas Barreras
6, 2" Lt Jesus del Carmen 2L, 8 Sgt Salvador Baldeviso
7o 1" Lt Bmiliano Perez 25. S Sgt Jose Callo
8. 1" Lt Mariano Pacheco 26, Sgt Florencio Mirasol
9. 3d Lt Eduardo Tesoro 27. Cpl Faustino Catapang
10, 3d Lt Arturo Pastor 28, Sgt Julian Albano
1l. 3d Lt Marcos Flores 29, Sgt Francisco Estrada
12, 3d Lt Antonio Abucejo 30, Sgt Marcos Malinao
13, 1" Lt Benito Guevarra 31. Cpl Rodrigo Dellota
14, M Sgt Mariano Ledda 32, Cpl Jose Buensalido
15. T Sgt Francisco Natino 33. Sgt Braulio Rojonan
16, F/Sgt Feliciano Catapang 3L4s S Sgt Castor Geronilla
17. F Sgt Ramon Tabiar 35, Sgt Paulino Ausan

18. T Sgt Ricardo Gundran 36, Sgt Nicolas Panimbatan




PARANG PRISONERS OF WAR - CONT'D
37. Cpl Santiago De Asis 61, Pfc Honorio Tenorio
38, Cpl Francisco Velasco 62, Pvt Nicanor Conado
39, Cpl Agaton Lechonsito 63, Pfc Albino Obid
40, Pfc Leocadio Tapongot 64s Pvt Antonio Cruz
4l. Cpl Juan Esteves 65, Pvt Madeclom
42, Cpl Salvador Magallanes 66. Cpl Gualberto Saravia
43. Cpl Francisco Guinares 67, Pfc Gomercindo Jequinto
4L, Sgt Jose Barrientos 68, Pfc Braulio Benueza
45. Sgt Anastacio Navato 69. Pvt Teodulfo Cajurao
46, Cpl Margarito Abecia 70, Pvt Panfilo Tuerez
47. Cpl Vicente Tangcogo Tl. Cpl Gomercindo Lumanog
48. Cpl Anastacio Zafico 72, Pvt Antonio Tanes
49, Pfc Felimon Rizon 73. Cpl Rosendo Matonog
50, Sgt Melquiades Alfiller The Pvt Rodrigo Salvador
51. Pfc Pedro Tanilong 75. Pfc Benito Sato
52, Pfc Vicente Torento 76. Cpl Crispin Aragon
53, Pvt Teofilo Perez 77. Pvt Ellano Espino
54, Pfc Angelo Calog 78. Pvt Nicolas Batislaong
55. Pfc Felipe Cordero 79. Sgt Alipio Polido
56, Pfc Agustin Narciso 80, Pvt Jose Sabid
57+ Cpl Magdaleno Waban 8l. Pvt Teodoto Duga
58, Pvt Eliser Villaflor 82. Pvt Rosendo Jugarep
59, Pvt Nicolas Gavadan 83. Sgt Claudio Son
60, Cpl Juan Heballes

Municipality of Buayan, Cot
Dadiangas, Cotabato
24 March 1950

I hereby certify that this is an accurate list of the men trans-
ferred from Parang to the Koronadal Valley in late December 1942,
3rd Lt Antonio Abucejo and Cpl Vicente Tangcogo were killed during
the Liberation by the Americans.

/s/t/ Arturo L. Pastor - 0-38112
A TRUE COPY OF TRUE COPY: 3rd Lt. Inf.

JOHN L. GOODE
lst Lt  Inf

ASSIFIED = M/
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- Frisoncrs released from 21 Apr 50
Cump lanm, Parang, Cotabato Concentmtion Camp
Ohier, luv Sec, Vets iy, Dyetribution "5"

1s On or ebout 20 “es 1042, 03 'mown prisoners were transferved from Camp
lunn, Cotabato Concentration Camp, and tvanserred %o Lapmo istriot, Kovenadal
Valley, Cotabato,

2e Those
Kovormdal Valley. .
8. For purpose of adjudication those 85 kmown parclees will not be given
PO gtatus subsequent to 30 Jes '42 bub will be oarried in a fic Casualty Statua,

prisoners were referred to as "Faroloos” alter their transfer to

4 Cony of fleld investigmtion on file in this seetion,

£dog eTTg o1

Be Attmolmd is a liat of the 03 porsons veforred to,

Tl

o s Kl e m o wommcmonneoene

‘Capt

Inelt As stated
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L 17 10 lute Y, Vidienew 42, opl WWW
2. 1" 1 h, as,
Ze 17 It Foberto Nemabas 44, Ogt Jose Davriembos
4s 1" L§ Motoea 46,
S+ 1014 Valoriam 0. Valenva 48, Opl Margarito Aboota
8. 2" 14 Jesus dol 4%, Cpl Vicents Tangooge
7o 1" I8 Smiliano Feres 48, Cpl Amstacio Zafico
% 1" L§ Mariano Sacbeco 40, Pfo Tolimon Mgon
Ya 34 Ig Bduardo Tosoro 80, Alfiller
W, 34 14 Arturo Pastor 6y Pro Fodro Tandlong
11, 3d Ia “lores 62, Pro Vicente Torento
12, 34 1t Antonio Abucejo 534 - Byt Teofilo Feros
13, 1" 14 Denito Cuewmrm By
24, ¥ S8 lariano Ledds 564 Pfo Folipe Cordero
}g- § Sgt "r:ne“en Yatino 56, , Haroiso
. P/Sgy Te iolano Cata; 57, Tpl

. i 58. Pyt Lliser Villaflor

; 69, Pvb Hicolas

gt

64s  Pri Amtonio Crug
864 vt Vadeo!
gg. gpl ualberto Samvia
. Pfo Uomeroindo 4
eo: Pre Nrmulio ..-:q-umo
vt Toodulfe

T8e Cpl logendo Matonog
Braulio fojonan 74s vt Sodrigo Splvador
Castor teronilla T6e 7 Sa
Faulino Ausan

no
T8e. P¥ Hicolas Intielaong
e Sgt Alipio Folide
o Pyt Jose Sabid
81, Pvt Yeodoto
82, Pyt logondo Jugarep
83 gt Claudio Son

Huzleipality of Buayan, Cat
Padiangna, Cotabato
24 Mareh 1950 .
I Iereby certify tiat thic is en socumte 110t of the mon transferred
-...:'L, the Loronmdal Valley in late ‘econbor 1942, &pd Lt Antonio
Abuoejo and Cpl Vicente Tangooge were killed during the Libermtion by te
fsmricans.

/a/t/ Arturo L Pagtor - 0_ss112
ard Lg, inf,
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THVESTIGATION BRANCH - AGRD

REPORT COVER 2461
2462
2464\
WAME _Special Assigrment OUR FILE # 2465

I - REQUEST ORIGIN

Field Investigation Requests originating from Chief, Lyving Seotion
etorans Branch dated 10 Feb 1950 and Chief Veterans Branoh § & G Divie
sion dated 3 Nar 1950, Requests in fom of Check Sheots,

11 - INFORATION 1RED

To obtain definite information on how the Prisoners of Camp Luna,
Fazang, Cotabato wero premailed o to go to the Koronadal Valley

tabato and after arrival determine tha General Working Gondistons sush
as_degree of surveillance, desorimination botween oivilians and fomer
military and elements of physioal restraint which might be construed to
e equivalent to or inp or even thereof,

11 - xBTS

Inol A - Report of Preliminary Review
Inol B - Investigator's Report

Inel C - Cortificate - 011 Pabillo

Incl D - Certificate - Irineo L, Santiago

Field Memorandum - Gaudencio Misa
Field Memorandun - Anum L, Pastor

Incl B - Cortificate - Capt Mariano Pacheco

Incl F - Certificate - Jesus M, larrabaster

Inol G - Gertificats - Manuel D, Mandao

Inol H - Certificate - Roberto U, Mamabat

Inol I - Certificate - Sebastian Javelosa

Inel J - Certificate  Roman R, Aquino

Inol K - Pield - Mo Earasto Batongnal

Inel L - Pield Memorandum - Fructuoso Zaldemor
0.

Inel Roster of Cp Luna, s Cotabato POWs
Inel P - POW Release aomne = Tetetano ﬂnhplng

IV - PLNDINGS AND COMENS

General Santos (Ret) Manager of the National Land Sottlement Adminis-
tration in Koronadal Valley, Cotabato negotiated in lato 1942 with the
Japanese Commander of the Camp Luna, Parang, Cotabato Concentration Camp
and the surrendered Senior Officer of the 2nd Infantry Regiment for the
release of the Prisonsrs of War so that they might become a part of the
Yational Land Settlement Adninistration and resume a nomal mode of 1iving.

It has been deternined that eighty three (83) known prisoners were
leased from the Camp Luma, Parang, Cotabato Concentration Camp on or
about 29 December 1942, On reloase the prisoners with familes or depen-
dents were immediately trangported by water %o lagao District Koromadal
Valley, Cotabato, Estimated arrival date was Rizal's Birthday 30 Docen-

ver 1942,

General Syntos, (Ret) National Lend Settlement Administrator was
designated ag the Guarantor for all of the released prisoners,

Roleased prisoners were given quarters with relatives or other
Settlers until quarters wero available, The new arrivals became part of
the Settlement and actively engaged or participated in the Settlemont
'Ar.dz‘, Pishing, Salt making and all related forms of trade
were developed and flourished.

T DECLASSIFIED
Authority NNDEE 3034
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(Cunununon on the Report unver
the SPECIAL ASSTGIMENT dave
A April 1950)

Surveillance by Puppet PC or BC and the Japanese Hilitary was
practically nil in the Valley from time of arrival in December 1942
until 6 Soptember 1944, (Date of firet American Raid)

Guerrillas in the surrounding mountains did not disturb the Set-
tlers, Createst threat to peaceful living was the unpredictable Noro
who roamed the surrounding mountains,

Te s not any conolusive evidence that a policy of desorimima-
+ion pnvnncd ‘betwesn "01 Time - NonMilitary Settlers” and the
Forner Military Settlers”,

A bountiful supply of food was available and it is self evident an
adequate supply of Medical Supplies as the group of eighty three (88)
mon did not suffer one death during 1943 and 1944 from matural cause or
otherwise, Two men wore lkilled by American Bombs during liberation, A
Temariable record for peace time living in the Kororadal Valley.

Lebor demands made by the Japanese through General Santos woro
meagers An entorprising Filipino could when directed to work substitute
his sorvant or recruit a substitute for a nominal fee who would answer
the roll call and perforn the duty required,

Elements of Fiysioal resteaist are infinttamal and oot sbovo or
‘the y inposed on lny or all
at one time

‘beyond
residents in the Phillpphu' by the ocoupying foro
another,

Mgn released from Camp Luna, Parang, Cotabato and transferred to
lagao District Roronadal Valley, Cotabato were referred to as "Parolee:
Therefore, reference is made to Veterans Administration Technioal Bul-
letin dated 6 January 1949 entitled "DETERWINATION OF ENTITLEMENT T0
COMPENSATION FOR SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY OR DEATH BY PHILIPPINE
VETERANS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS" which outlines the agreement reached bet-
weon the Department of the Ammy and the Veterans Administration with res-
pect to Philippine veterans, Special citation is hereby given to Par. §
'PERIOD OF ACTIVE SERVICE a, The release from active dm;y will include
(3) parole by the Japanese from a prisoner of war status”. Therefore,
prisoner of war status ended Cor all men at Camp Luna, Parang, Cotabato
on date of Farole, Living conditions in the Valley were of such standard
and go appreciably lacking in surveillance and physical restraint that
the men who were transferred p Luna, Parang, Cotabato to the
Koronadal Valley as parolees are deemed to have not reentered a Prisoner
of War status while in the Valley,

The 201 File of the subject individuals reflect the term "Parolee”.,
¥ = CONCLUSIONS OF INVESTICATOR

1t is apparent that the men transferred to the Koronadal Valley
from Luna, P m Ea'-\u!n were placed in a favorable position
with the Sapaness by v ©f tne fact Genoral Santos WLSA Administra-
tor had good relations vxth the Japanese Officials, The Settlers did
not deal directly with the Japaness but dealt through Ceneral Santos,

The Settlers had a mormal mode of living as they did not suffer
f£rom lack of food or Medical Supplies. In addition to the supply of
the necessity of 1life they also enoyid aimoet complete protection from
‘the Japanese lllihry, the Japanese PO or BC and the Guerrillas, Good



of the §!
4 April 1960)
relations with the C. stribubed to tho fact tho Settlers
Purnished a rmmb;:r::;{;; :‘;’,::a‘md Yodiotne to the Guerrillas who
Wers considered fugitives from worke
The pecple of K 1 Valley realised they had the "Garden Spot"
©of the Fhilippines, n;ﬁ?umﬁ-umd the eighty three (83) fami-
1iea were happy to have such an opportunity offered £o them oven tho
With lmowledge of the War Clains Cormission they are reluctant to admit
the true conditions,
The Investigator was constantly questionod about the War Cluing
Commisaion cven Proper Identification was alweys properly made.
It is suggested that all the 201 Pilos of the mon listed on Fxhi-
bit O be checked and a special notation be attached theroto.

Prisoner of War status was given some of the men for their time
spent in Koromadal.

Wige
J, HGH WISE

Investigator
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heck Shect

C!
Living Section, Vetorans Branch

200

Do not remove from attached sheets

AGRD-V
POW Status DiTBs 21 Feb 50
FROL:  Chief, Veterans Branch TO::.Ghiefs, Liv & Dec Sections

*t is desired that the following be brought to the attention of all
concerned for purposes of clarifying the policy on PON status:

Veterans who were released from the Concentration Camp or from
the custody of the Japanese forces into the care of hospitals, con-
valescent homes, and other chariteble institutions of the puppet
republic or charitable organizations will not be determined in a
POW status fron the date of release and during the period of confine-
ment or stay in such charitable institutions.

P, M. BAKEN
T e - - Major Inf- - - --=-- —mmmm -
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PO Status 11 jen 1950
Chief, Liv Gec, Vets ire A1l Txaminers

Fonding receipt of revised policy, the following will be in effect
immediatelys

If a vetaran claims I'UY status, and such status will have no effeot
the payment of hbs.disability benefits, that is, where alloged disg~
Ly was not incurrad POI status, no attespt will bo made to ob=
evidence of POV status from the claizant, The case will be adjudica~
ted placing the claimant in & no casuslty status during the poriod for
which he claims POV status,

only for lack of evidence of POW
eporyoattlined above, will be made

judicable immediately,
In the event the disability was i

d during POV status, or date
8 unknown, the previous
from the clatment will be followeds

Tn any event, all local sources will be for possible ovie
mum-umw«uwuww ipt of satisfactory
ovidence from the claluant, i

cessrcennnnnsccsnnnanlsl heosannenadan
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