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ORTENTATION TPAINING COUPSE ADJUSTVENT DIVISION PRRTOD MO, 6
SUBJECT: Survey of Pecord Holdines AGRD And Their Sirnificance

TNSTPUCTOR: Coptein Elmer L. Baker

The purpose of this instruction is to acousint vou with the
opertions of Troject "J" mith emphasis on the sirnificence And use of its
records.

Beinr unferilier with all the different phases of vonr nperntion
T will rive you a renersl out’ine of our rreord holdinre and vill exmect mues-
tions fron you as to vhether or not we have records that will freilitrte vour
operation.

The definition of Troject "I".- Project " is compriced of All TS
rilitrry personnel who were on duty with the Mrmed Forces on Take, Cuar, Vether-
1rnd Eest Incies #nd in the Philiprines prior to I'ny 1942 (date of Philippine

surrender), vho were captured by the enemy, evaded cepture or 'dlled in rction,

died in line of duty from effects, arrravated by hostilities or the hazards of

T or other ceuses hefore or suhsequent to the Thilippine surrender tut not
later than such territories were libersted by US militery forces. This rroup
includes pereonnel of three corponents: rerular, ATS, and Thilippine Sconte
militery personnel. )

Project "M slgo includes a1l Tiving and dccensed Mar Department
civilian enployees who were on duty with the *rmed Forces in the aTorerentioned
territory, exclusive of, part tire or intorrittent employees, or native lshor
casually hired on an hourly or per-ciem basis, Added to this personnel sve nlso
the 1ith Inf. Pept. Philippine Arrmy vhich was riven ATS strtus on 12 )y 1942
and Troop C, of the 26th Cevelry, wes riven AUS etntus in rarly 1943 hy orders
of Gen. Macirthur, Cormender in Chief of the Southwest Pacific *re. * fev

civilion technicisne were also cormissioned as ANS officers during the reriod

of Jepancee occupetion are included ns Projoct " personnel,
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(2) Authori(ymﬂjh
Under authority delerrted to the Commandine r;cnérnl, THTLCON, by the
Sceretory of the Department of the Mrry, Project ™M Pranch acts for the Cormand=
inr Generrl in returning this pereomnel to military control, makine determinntinr
8 to their strtus durinr the period of Jopsnesc occupetion, initintes pavrents
for o1l tenefits deternined to he due and raves disposition of tho individuals
which ancunts to seperation from the service nmd makes rocommencations as to
subsequent employment or enlistment, if so warranted.

Visvelize, if you will, »11 the inforration that is nocessarv in
oréer to meke a corroct deterrination as to strtus and activity of this mersonnel
Tzarly a1l orpanizetional records were destroved or captured by the enemy. “ame
pay reeords were srurrled out by submerines, copics of rhich are now in Treject
"J". Military personncl thot werc in scrvice in the zone of ocenpation wes n
mrtter of record to the “djutent Gonersl in Mashincton. Tn May 1042 a11 this
personnel was prosurcd to be in o nissine in netion strtus, ! roster s nrepared
of this personnel which is 'movn es Tho Casvnalty Roster . ! copy of this rorter
is on file in Mroject "I" nnd is consicered onc of its most importent docnrents,
Tt carrics tho nege, scrinl mumber, rrade, orpenization, and we nro fillinr in
finol strtus and disposition for onch incivicual listed ne far ne the rilitere
scrvice s concerned. ¢

Durins the period of occuprtion there was limited corrunicntion by
rodio and some individunls werc evacunted fror time to tire to the The-ter Yend-
querters in uctrrlia, The names of the ovtstandine ruerrdlla orprnizetions and
their leaders werc 'movn snd their operations were taken into comsideration in
forrulating plens for the reoccupstion of the “hilipp*nes, Pdditional informa-
tion #s to unit operation was obtained durinp and after the reocernetion snd
histories of verious militery units vere prepared snd are on record in Profect
nIn, Meny incivicuals were sble to maintain dieries which aro very enlirhtening
on unit end indivicusl perticipstion. If consicered of rilitery velue they sre

on file with Project ™IV Archives. Some rccords have been obteined fror all
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prisoners of war and intornment compe,

TIncomnlete denth records heve lsa been
obtained,

Durine the nroceesing of militery pereonne) after tho reocenmation

of the Philippines, individuels verc roquired to nrepre affidsvite which fmeTud:
thelr nene, serisl nunber, residence, dste end placo of birth, netionality,
physicel doscription, naritnl stetus, murber, namo, nre, rolatinnehin snd
location of dependents including peronts 1f livine, statorent of militapr
activities to include orrenization, dutr merformod, lncation, dato, snd nemos
of cormnncing officors, finencinl statoment, includine dste nf Tret navment

in full and eny pertiel payrents roccived and the nere of dishuraine affcor
if Xnown, Subject werc also

required ¢ rive a Cotriled staterment of a1l orm-
ploy

ents, A€ eny, with the Jrpencsc or Punpet r-oneics. Thoy mere required to
procure officrvits fron two or rore indivicuels the rore in s porerssion to
‘mow the frcts pertrining to their activitics during the nerind of accuration.
These affidevits were used ss » brsis in mekine coterminstion ne tn +he dndivie
cunl's strtus and arc included in his 201 file, 'dded to these fnAividual Piles
is Pn dndex to eny other pertinent information conteined in the “mchives, The
lettor of fetorrin-tion made by this heedovartors anc m11 other cnmresnondence

perteining to the subject are s1so included in the file. ™e heve in rur “rchiver

rostere of personnel vho were affilisted vith pro-Tepencse orpenization, Miringe

the operstion of Projoct "Iy roco

ds heve been rrintsined of All paveente medo
to porsonnel tlo were p od thru this

rrters. "o have rany misccllanen
records such s special orders, ronersl orders, condes of Tadins, meromandnm,
cte., thet worc issued by military unite. e nlso have snocinl arders of
evreurted or ropatrinted bersonnol thet vero not rrocessed by this hosdmarters,

I have siven you a hrief descriptio of the most importent records

on file in Troject ™I",. e arc now in the process of retiving a1l comrloted

201 file claims end shippine them to the Demobilized Porsonnel Pecords Office,

St. Louis, Ilissouri. Archives snd orrenizationel records will be reteined until
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the operntion of Project MM ig fazeq ont,

T 2111 now catertain snd attempt to ANSTRr Anv question nortaining

to the rceord holdings of Troject wrn,
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NEV JSE FOR APPROVALS, DISAPPKOV AL,
MEMO RUUTING SLIP I CONC.RRENCES, OR SIMILAR ACTIONS.

1 NAME ORTITLE INITIALS CIRCULATE
ORGANTZATION AND LOGATIAN DATE COORDINA-
TION
2 FILE
INFORMATION
3 NECESSARY
CTION
NOTE AND
DECLASSIFIED \ v
4 AUthorlty_&J&D_mDJS ‘ SEE ME
SIGNATURE
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FROM NAME OR TITLE 3 i DATE
2+
ORGANIZATION AND LoCATION /. //J/% TeCerGNE 3
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DISPOSITION FORM

FIEND. cRn-vy SUBJECT
Report en Screening Progran

™ Lt. Col. Rinaldi FROM DATE COMMENT NO. 1
Proj #y® section 11 Feb 52
THRU: Major Etpamezﬁ : =

Recent screening program of files in Records Branch for Project "J" files
initiated by this Section has resulted in some interesting sidelights,

Although 4t 1s too soon after initiating such a project to make accurate
of recovered files, of 201's sent to Project "J" as
"possibles® are far in excess of estimated figure, running at present close
‘to one third, Out of first 340 cards sent to Records Branch, Project "J" Sec-
tion received 109 files to check.

In checking one of our cards on which it indicated 201 file was shipped to
St. Louis, Records Clerk wes puzzled as the charge out card of that Branch
indlcated 201 file had been sent to the defunct Adjustment Secticn and was one
of the several files £till unacccunted for. It was evident that suck file had
passed from Adjustment Section to Project "JW Section and subsequently forwarded
from this Hesdquerters to Records Administration Center, St. Louis, Later, when
Records Brench made an inventory of their holdings, the Adjustment Section wes
canvassed for the files they were charged with end apparently there wae nothing
to indicate they had forwsrded the file to Project "J¥ Section, therefore 201
was "lost", In this seme connection Project "J" Section recently received back
from Keneae City (present location of files of the former Adjustment Section)
one of our 201 files which was erroneously included in Wage Claims files ship-
ment, This file "States! and we were being
strongly queried as to where the file was, It was only a "hunch" in esking
Kansas City for our record to be returned. A check of this 201 showed Project
7% had sent file to Adjustment Section for review and return, but file had
instead found its way into wage cleim shipment to Kansas City Depository.

One medical file of a post Philippine Scout was sent to Project "J" See=
tion by a records clerk which wes "spotted" while screening for cur recorde.
This medical record comprised the complete history of a Philippine Scout mentel
case and is considered very importent for VA purposes. Such a file certainly
should not be mixed together with Kecords Branch holdings.

Shortly after liberation forces returned to the Philippines, seversl thousand
Filipinos were inducted into what is called the post war Fhilippine Scouts, Many
of euch individuale had previous guerrilla service. It is known that there are
many cases wherein some of the records perteining to such post war Scout service

AREin the Records Branch, in some instances mixed together with the guerrilla 201
record, It ie my recommendation that such Scout records be segregated and for=
warded to Records Administration Center, St. Louis, Lt Miller also felt that

3

DD (&% O6 rerusces e romm 5.1 0ot s, i wav ne seo. R ——
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Report on Screening Program (Cont'd) 11 Feb 52 Comment #1

this recommendation was in order as Philippine Scout Records holdings were
definitely matters pertaining to U, S. interests. In this same conmection
it was noticed that RAC, St. Louis, in returning 14th Inf files to this
Headquarters after final review of AUS status, always extracted medical
and other related papers from PA file, which covered period individual was
in subsequent AUS status, after MPA period was erronsously determined to
have been AUS by this Headquarters,

liany files are reviewed each day by R & A Section personnel, either
as individual file concerned in claim or as affiants in some particuler
case, It is suggested such adjudicators while reviewing case always check
for any "post war" Philippine Scout materisl and if any is found, turn
such file or matter over to Project "J" Section (whichever is deemed most
desirable), After such review and clearance of record of Philippine Scout
material, a symbol number could be placed on outside of folder and no
subsequent checking would have to be made of such folder. No 201 file
should be accepted back into Records Branch without this symbol number on
it. Perconally I think a similar system should be inaugurated for misfiled
papers, duplicate folders, ete, It would appear to me that straightening
out a record is more of an adjudicators responsibility then a Records Clerk,
as the adjudicator is required to make a thorough review of each case
examined and become familiar with each claim as it is worked.

If above system wes adopted now, it would obviate any last minute
rush to work over several hundred thousand records to keep purely U. S.
military papers from being forwarded to an erronecus depository at some
later date and would forestall any "Stateside" query on just such a matter.
-

<7ﬂr, el dﬂz" /e ' I
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DISPOSITION FORM oo ooy

DECLASSIFIED ‘

FILE NO. SUBJECT

AGRD-Y Comments on Screening Program
10 L. Col, Rinaldi FROM Chief, Veterans Branch DATE 26 Feb 52 COMMENT NO. 1

eply to your query st the bottom of the original LD Form 96 originsted
by ¥r. Davis, the following is submitted for your informetion:

1, There is no sction to be taken in regard to Par. 6 insofar as

"post war" Philippire Scouts sre concerned et the present tire. This was only

@ suggestion advanced by Mr. Devis in connection with the file that all Officers
and Civiliens vere required to read in your office, thet in the event that this
heedquarters would have to relinquish ell record files, the records perteining
to "post war" Philippine Scouts (which are strictly U.S. Army Records) would have
already been vithirawn, thereby resulting in time-ceving and the utter confusion
that alvays accompanies & last minute rush job, Another aspect of the exis ting
situstion wes to call to your attention the fact that in the 201 files there ar
some bona fide Army records combined with other papers necesssry in the a Juucs-
tion of claims.

2, The elimination of duplicate files 1is handled by the F&k Section
in the followirg manne

a. Whenever a work unit is received, the Claims Exemi
the work unit and the basic file requests from Records Branch a1l 201
persons having the me first and last names ss the subject, In cas
then one spelling of the neme 1s probable, & request for all 201 files under each
probable spelling is made.

b, The 201 files received sre ell examined. In those instances
in which it is found that there is more than cme 201 file pertaining to the subject
of a claim, the 201 files are consolidated/s” theck sheet is rade to Records Branch
to inform them of this consolidation.

. Al1 the 201 files ere also screcned to see whether there ere
any papers in the other files that mey pertsin to the subject.

d. At the seme time the 201 file (or files) of the subject are
screened to sec whether there are eny papers therein that pertain to persons
other than the subject, If go, these papers ere removed and placed in the proper
file (if evsilﬁblsg or sent to Records Branch for interfiling in the proper file.

e. No effort is made, however, to screen the files of other per-
gons of the same name for presence of papers that do mot belong in thet file, but
belong in still another file of the seme name unless those papers pertein to the
subject of the case under examinatlon. The reason ve do not do this is that it
seems beyond the mission of the R&h Section.

DD &% O 6 reruaces e ronmse. 1 ocr . wicn way oe useo. 1oy it
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Conrents on Sereenirg Progrem 26 Feb 52

3. In regaré to arrenging misfiled pepers in thelr proper order, it is
the opiricn of the undersigned that all 201 files should be arranged in sequence
(chromologically, if no other system hes been devised or is under consideration)
by the personnel of the Records Branch, This cpinicn is sdvanced for consider=
stion by virtue of the following reaso

a. Inasmuch es the personnel of Records Erench are supposedly
functioning as record clerks, it should be their resvonsibility to sec thet
811 files are in proper order at all times.

b, Adjudicetors are not being paid as file clerks - they have
enough to do on their own particulsr job wit ming the functions of
another section.

. The expense in saleries alone would not warrent the use of an
edjudicetor's time, as all of t &re GS=51s while file clerks in Records
Branch are GS-2's, Why use the higher ssloried employees to o a job that a

lower paid worker is supposed to do%
&‘x; . ‘é:é%ncs
Na jor

! Ace
Chief, Veterans Branch

Do, 0rC Z‘ZM‘M 27 Ol
T ,.5.., R e

L¥ Col AGC



DECLASSIFIED
Authority (GON €530

AGRD-MU
SUBJECT: Comments on Soreening Progrem

RIB/1nd
TO: Executive Officer FROM: 0IC, Management Unit 29 Feb 52 COMMENT #2

1. It is believed that whenever, in the course of certification,
a claims oxeminer discovers papers pertaining to a "Public Law 190"
Philippine Scout in a 201 file, the file should be routed to Project "J"
when the R&A Section is through with it.

2. Concur with para 3 that the function of R&A Section is to certify,
not to file. Believe that adoption of para 1 above would not hinder accom=
plishment of this function.

3. Suggest that consideration be given the idea of sending Records
Eranch personnel to R&A Section for short periods of time in order to
increase their knowledge of certifying processes. This knowledge, in turn,
should result in 201 files being maintained in better order.

ROBERT J. BREARTON
Capt [/ Arty
01C, Management Unit

PEE A [

e, ,‘Mwu_uw&wc&\ﬂvﬂa.
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FILE NO. SUBJECT
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\ DISPOSITION FORM

Project "J" Archives

D Menila Tribune.
as followss

s pertains to Fhilippime Army
placed in the P

DATE

T Chief, Veterans Branch FROM 0IC, Proj "J" Sec
1. The undersigned inspected the Projoct "J" Archives this &

Capt Rudell vas present and showed us locator cards established by b
Section which record fully that all Project "J" Archives

¥ /m» puerrilla

P
a.y a. Lach Project "J" 4
2§
= b. If the Archive contained more
Z than P4, the PA information was extracted
gz
2% If the Archive conte:
az Project "J", the Arujw\\ L & mﬁm nat

2 the Project "y hive file and the o

" % and constitute the only
rocned for PA data.

documents.

Project

e. The Project "J" archive

ves the names of Frojoect
hey wer

in the Ap
ro need to screen these as
"J" files for reference.

c revesled the

2, Further

a.
b. Shipment of all Pr

oje
Action indicated in paragr:
from TAG end at th

4,
violating orders
the operation of this he
Archives

chives,)

/

e

There is no necessi

Locator
3" persomnel appeer.
S y carded using

3., As o result of checking the
following may be accomplished imme:

nal

the Project "J"

naintained separately from the P4 Archives.

Apchives, it
tely:

Placing the Menila Tribunes in the PA Archives.

above, can

C(

5 Jul 51 COMMENT NO. 1
detes
by his
and,
The sole ption

cards pertain to v

Archives as ise

same time all data necessary for
quarters Jes been placed in pertinent PA
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There is
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/
Ltr, Hq, AGRD, Philippines Command (AF) and Thirteenth Air Force, APO 900,
AGRD, subj: Routing Correspondence Concerning Project "JU Personnel Records,
15 Feb 50

AG 313 (15 Feb 50)AG-0K 2d Ind

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, FAR EAST COMMAND, APO 500, 1l June 1950

THRU: Commanding General, Philippines Command (Air Force), APO Tl

T0:  Comsanding Officer, Adjutant General Rscords Depository, Fhilippines
Comnand (AF) and Thirteenth Air Force, APO 900 2 H

G’

1 Incl e P. 80 Lo
n/c

Copy furnished
CG FEAF APO 925

AG 313.3 3d Ind. AG - GAN/GHL/jba

HEADQURTERS PHILIPPINES COMMAID (AR FORCE) AND THIRTEENTH ATR FORCE,

CLiRK ATR FORCE BASE, APO 74 21 JUN 1950

70: Commending Officer, Adjutent Generel Records Depository, 4RO 928
1. Forwarded,

2. The basic communication indicates that direct channels to
The Adjutent General, Washington 25, Du C., were used. It is desired
that all fubure correspondence, except to irdividuals, be routed
through this headquarters.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL TURNER:

GUSTAV 4. NEUBERG
1t Col, USAY/
Adjutant General

Incls
/e
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AGCH=¥ (15 Feb 50) 1st Ind \ ’{\JV i
SUBJECT: Routing Correspondence Concerning Project "J" Personne’
Records

AGO, Department of the Army, Washington 25, D. C. 22 MAY 1850

THRU: Commander-in-Chief, Far East Command, APO 500, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

TO: Commanding General, Philippines Command (Air Force) and Thirteenth
Alr Force, AP0 900, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California

The recommendation contained in paragraph 3, basic communication.
is not favorably considered. Appeals relating to

s

"resolved" Project "Jn
casualty cases will continue to be referred to the Adjutant General
Records Depository for review and/or redetermination in the following
instances:

a, When an obvious error was made in the original determination.

b. When the files in the custody of this office are incomplete
and further information or investigation is required,

When new evidence sufficient to support a change in the

original determination has been submitted by the individual concerned or
a qualified individual acting in his benalf,

2, In all instances in which this office refers "resolved" casualty
cases to the Adjutant General Records Depository for review and/or rede-
‘termination, all available records pertinent to the case will be forwarded.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMYs

T e (T e
n/e

Adjutant General
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S L
HEADQUARTERS O

ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEFOSITORY
PHILIPPINES COMMAND (4F

) 4ND THIRTEEN
AFO 90

TH AIR FORCE
JWP/ELB/edc
AGRD ) |
SUBJEOT: Routing Correspondence Concerning Project nyn
Personnel Records
TO : The Adjutant General
Teshington 25, D, G,
Attn:  ACCMeH
1, Reference
and 13th

letter Heedquarters PHILAOH (AIR FORGE)

AIR FORCE, 4FO 74, subject as above, dated 16 Wov 49
end 1st indorsement thereto from your office, dated 19 Dec 49,
wherein it wes steted that effective 12 Dec 49 all eorrespond=
ence pertaining to Project "J% personnel other then thet per=
taining to Unresolved Casualty Case would be retained &t the
Demobilized Personnel Record

s Branch,

2. Numerous pieces of correspondence ‘indorsed by your
office are currently being received at this headquarters for
2 Teview and/or redet

ermination. This procedure is not con-
sidered in keeping with the procedurs owblined in reference
communication end creates an unnecesgary work load end cone
siderable delay in obtaining the information or action re-

/
/

H
4
5
o
24
=2
@
=
2
. 8
£
2
i
&
&
8
a
o/

o
ion be initiated with cewtion L
bvious .thet an error was mede inthe k\
original determination, / S
FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: / /) / 1) 7 (é
/A
.V,//r/z/,///. / < N
Incl “/JCHN W, PG,
Cpy 1tr Hq FHILCOK (4F) s / Naj G
& 13th 4F, CAFB 4FO 7/ s Director, Service and
dtd 16 Nov 49

Certification Division
INFO GUPY FURNISH TO: Commanding Officer,

Demobilized Personnel
Records Branch
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Office of Assistant Administrator for Claims
Washington 25, D. C.

May 25, 1950
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Authority_AoD €830%

MEMORANDUM
No. 1

Subject: Recertification of Certain Philippine
Service Reports

1, Information has been received from AGRD PHILCOM that they are
conducting an "overall program of screening fraudulent cases", with a
result that they "have been reexamining cases which have been completed
and certified to" the Veterans Administration., Since as a result of
this program, certificates have been received cancelling recognltions
already certified in a number of USAFFE cases, where the serviceman was
2 member of the Commonwealth Army of the Philippines and was originally
reported to have been inducted into ‘the USAFFE under the Executive
Order of the President dated July 26, 1941, awards of death compensa-
tion or gratuitous insurance in such cases will be approved only on the
basis of certifications made on or after April 11, 1950, If the certi-
fication of service was made prior to April 11, 1950, the Department of
the Army will be requested to recertify the service originally reported,
before an award of death compensation or gratuitous insurance is ap-
proved., In running award cases, if information is received, which
creates a doubt as to the correctness of the certification, payments
will be suspended effective date of last payment and the Department of
the Army will be requested to recertify the service originally reporteds

2., Pending clarification incident to conferences with the Depart-
ment of the Army which have been scheduled to examine the basis of
certification of individual guerrilla service, no action should be taken
on the basis of certifications of service of an individual as a guerrilla
where the organization of which he was a member was

(a) not certified or recognized at the time of his service; or
(b) where recognition of the tion has been

leaving his service alone to stand as a certification of
individual service.

Such cases should be diaried for 60 days.

s/t/ WILLIS HOWARD
Assistant Administrator for Claims
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SUBJECT: DATE: 17 Aug 49
TAOA: Ghief, Veterans Branch, TERU:
S &C Dy T0: Chief, Living Section, Vets Br.

Chief, Deceased Section, Vets Br.

1, It is standard operating procedure to exhaust all possible sources
of information within this headquarters before resorting to outside . 'sources,
A1l adjudicators, reviewers and final reviewers should ‘therefore be instruc=
ted to make full use of files, records and archives in Project "J' Branch
and Records Branch, this headquarters, The types of records and the mature
of information available in Project "J" Branch and Records Branch should be
disstminated to all persomnel,

2, With particular reference to USAFFE status, & case which has insuf=
ficient proof of USAFFE identity will mot be placed in suspense or submitted
for field investigation until after a check has been made with Project "J%
archives,

3. A case will not be determined negative for USAFFE status unless ne=
gative results of a check of Project "J" archives i of record in the file,
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