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HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPPINES~-RYUKYUS COMMAND
RECOVERED PERSOMVEL DIVISION
GSXRP APO 707
27 February 1948

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

1, The attached staff study consisting of & checknote from the
Chief, Veterans Administration Branch, RFD to the Director, RPD and
from the Director, RFD to the Staff Judge Advocate PHILRYCOM, through
the Adjutant General, PHILRYCOM, was forwarded on 17 February 1948
for en opinion as to whether or not Philippine Commonwealth Army records
should be considered United States records in the sense referred to in
Section 9, Public Law 115-78th Congress,

2. Several days after this study was submitted, I comtacted
Lt Goldfarb and Capt Atkins of the office of the Judge Advocate in
connection with amother matter and entered into a verbal discussion
of the attached staff study before leaving,

3, At this time I had received a radiogram from the Department
of the Army with reference to the Veterans Administration program, and
in meking a survey of the situation in preparing a reply thereto I became
convinced that the interests of the United States would suffer if plans
40 turn backpay records over to the Philippine Army were carried out as
contemplated on 1 July 1948, In discussing the matter with Cept Atkins,
who hael had & chance to read this staff stuly, he informelly told me
+thet his recommendation would probably be that this staff study would
be referred back to RPD or to a board of officers to determine whether
the records were U, S. Records or Philippine Republic records; adding
that no legal question was involved inasmuch as Section 9, Public Law
115-78 Congress was very clear,

4. In securing concurrence for my reply to the above mentioned
Depertment of the Army radio from all General Staff and some special
Staff sections, it became apparent that there was a unanimity of opinion
that under no circumstances should backpey records be turned over to the
Philippine Army as long as the certification of military information
4o the Veterans Administration remained the responsibility of this
headquarters, I therefore verbally requested Capt Atkins to return
the staff study to me for file end possible reference in the future.
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MEMO FOR RECORD, 27 Feb 48 (continued)

5. Decision as to whethsr these records will be retained
indefinitely by some agency of the United States, instead of being
released to the Philippine Republic on 1 July 1948, is expected
to be mede by the Department of the Army in commection with the
above radio reply referred to.

Incl: C/N (Staff Study) fr . R. GILBERT
- Dir, RPD to SJA, PHILRYCOM Lt Col  AGD
_ _ _ ¥/checknote fr Ch, VA Br,RFD Director
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Check Sheet
HEADQUARTERS PHILRYCON
AG-Recovered Personnel Division

Do not remove from attached sheets

File No. pgzgp  Subject:
THRU : AG, PHILRYCOM
FROM: Divector, FFD  XHEU: DATE:
TO: Staff Julge idvocate 17FE
PHILRYCON

1. The attached request for & logal opinion on the release of
military records of the Philippine Commorwealth Army to the Philippine
Government on 1 July 1948 (in accordance with present plens) prepared
Dby the Chief of the Veterens Administration Brench, this division, is
forvarded for such opinion,

2. The plan for the release of these records was approved by
the D C & CofS on 10 June 1947 (see Tab J) es the result of a staff
study prepared by my predecessor, Col Morris H, larcus (Teb X), In
implementing this approvel (Teb J), every action of this division has
been pointed towerds release of the records and the turn over of the
present organization to the Philippine Govermnment on 1 July 1948,

For example, in answer to & letter deted 21 November 1947 (Teb L)

from the Chief of Staff, Headquarters National Defense Forces, Republic
of the Philippines, a lst indorsement (Tab 1) signed by the Commrding
General outlined the future mission of this division and described

in some detail the plan for the release of the records and the turn over
of the area bo the Philippine Government, A discussion of this lst
indorsemsnt is attached as Teb N.

3. It is not believed that Piblic Law 115-78th Congress (Tab 4)
was considered when the decision to release subject records was nede
by this headquerters, probably due to the fact that no one has ever
considered these records as being records of the United Stetes, Since
the question has been brought up by the Chief of the Veterans idminis-
tration Brench of this division, it is believed thet its legal aspects
should be examined sufficiently in advance of 1 July 1948 to ellow
appropriate change in plans, if required.

4. Tn view of the committments already made by this hoadquarters
a finding thet these records are United States records and cannot be
reloased will result in some complications, As pointed out in prece-
ding checknote, 17 records now on hand pertaining %o the Philippine
Commozmealth Army are United States records, then all records pertaining
to Philippine Commonvealth Army personnel in Headquarters Tetional
Defense Forces, Republic of the Philippines, are also United States
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Checit Sheet
HEADQUARTERS PHILRYCOM
ACG-Recovered Personnel Division
Do not remove from attached sheets

File No. GSXRP  Subjects (continued)

FROM: Director, 17D THRE: DATE:
TO: Staff Judge Advocate

PHILRYCOM

records and would have to be secured and taken over by this hesdquarters,
The cost of the retention of present records end the taking over of
additionel records would be very great and in view of comnittments el-
reedy made, might not be immediately considered with favor by the
Philippine Government, However, continuation of the present opevation
would probebly not meet with serious objection.

5, An importent point for con ideration in any opinion rendered
is the memmer in which payments for arresrs in pay are made to members
of the former Philipp: Commonwealth Army. Bulk allotments of funds
ore released to the Philippine Government by the Commanding Generel,
10 million dollers at & time, Each of these bulk allotments is made
on one veucher and funds are actually disbursed only by Finance officers
of the Philippine Army, This headquerters confines its activities in
this respect to the making of determinations of status, including
casuslty status, during periods of absence, determinations of grades
held and determinations or firdings of death under the provisions of
the Wissing Persons ict. These determinations ere now being nade by

& dual orgenization, the majority of which is composed of officers and
enlisted men of the Philippine Army and Filipino civilian employees
paid and adninistered by the Philippine Republic with supervision end
authenticetion by AUS officers. The release of these records will not
naterially affect the present metiod of operation since plans call for
authentication by an dmericen officer of this headquarters of each
determination made.

14 Incls -
Tabs & to W as described in
_ O/¥#L & gbove Director




DECLASSIFIED

Authority VN Dg33078

¥

] HEADOUARTERS PHTLRYCOM

Check Sheet
Do not remove from attached sheets

FILE NO. SUBJECT ¢

FROM: Chief VA Branch, RFD, AG TO: Staff Judge AdvocateDATE: 3 Feb 48
PHILRYCOM PHILRYCOM
THRU: Director, RPD

1, Opinion is reguested as to whether the records of Philippine Army
Personnel, now in the possession of this Division, are records of the Phil-
ippine Republic or are records of the United States of America,

2, This request is made in view of the requirements of Section 9, of
the Act approved August 5, 1939 (53 Stat. 1219) which provides for the dis-
position of records of the United States Govermmemt, (Bulletin No, 14, War
Department, 16 July 1943) Tab MAM, Action of this headquarters might be
questioned in view of this Act when the activities of RPD, Philippine Army,
now under comtrol of RPD PHIIRYCOM are returned to the Philippine Army on
1 July 1948 in accordance with present plans.

3. It is the contention of this Division that all receords of Philip-
pine Army Personnel (approximately 700,000 individual files and 80 tons of
general files) are records of the Philippine Republic and not records of
‘the Government of the United States, and to support that contention the fol-
lowing documents or true extracts thereof are submitted:

4e a. (1) Sscuen VII of the WD Plan for Casualty Administration, Tab
" places members of the Philippine Army in the service of

the Armed Forces of the United States within the provisions
of the Missing Persons Act and payments made under the pro-
visions of this Act to members of the Philippine Army may
be_made without regard to the provisions of law regulating
the expenditure of or accounting for funds of the United
States within the meaning of the Act appropriating funds
for the Army of the Philippimes.,

(2) See Par 7 Tab "BM, It is believed that this provision alons
takes the records outside the requirements of Section 9,
Tab "%,

(3) Furthermore, all payments in the past have been, and those
now being made and to be made will be, actions of the Chief,
Fimance Service, Armed Forces of the Philippines and not
Fiscal personnel of the Government of the United States,

. On 26 1945, The of the 1th of the
Philippines issued & proclamation ordering all umrecognized guerrillas units
disbanded, and further directed that all records of those disbanded units
would be and £ to s, Philippine Army, See Par 3,
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FROM: Chief VA Branch, RPD, AG TO: Staff Judge Advocate 3 Feb 48
'PHIIRYCOM PHILRYCOM
THRU; Director, RPD

Tab "C",

c. On 3 December 1945, by order of the Secretary of Natiomal
Defense, Army Headquarters, Commonwealth of the Philippines, issued Circular
182 (Tab "D") directing, among other actions pertaining to disposition of

personnel to be demobilized, that all records would be forwarded to Headquar=
ters, Philippine Army. (Next to last paragraph of Tab WD, )

d, On 28 November 1945, the Commanding General, AFWESPAC, issued
Circular 102, Tab "E", establishing with the Recovered Personnel Division,
AG Section, AFWESPAC the Recovered Personnel Division, Philippine Army, creat-
ing in fact two Recovered Personnel Division under one Director, and par 2 f

(3) required the RPD, Philippine Army to obtain complete records on all Phil-
ippine Army Personnel.

e, On 25 June 1946 the CG AFWESPAC issued Genersl Order No 168
effecting the release of all Philippine Army Personnel from attachment or
assignment to service in the Armed Forces in the United States and prescrib-
ing that on 1 July 1946 they would revert to full control of the Governmemt
of the Commorwealth of the Philippines, See Tab "F",

£. On 27 November 47 a radiogram was received from the War Depart-
ment by the CG PHIIRYCOM providing for the certification of service of Philip-
pine Army Personnel by this Headquarters for veterans bemefits, See Tab "G".

5, Upon the relief from active duty and disbandment of some units, and
upon reversion of reserve status or discharge from the Philippine Army in
the service of the Armed Forces of the United States of individuals many
returned to their homes or engaged in activities, cther than military, end
awaited their discharges at the addresses given at the time of relief, or
seperation, Neny received no current pay or arrears in pay - many had no
documertary evidence of service, others had reported with their units to
military control and had received some current pey or allowances tut no arrears
in pey that may have been due them and many died, To adjust these discrepan-
cies a series of replacement camps were crganized whose mission was to adjust
any accounts and to prepare proper documerts showing the individual's former
military status, This work was first undertaken by Hesdquarters of the Phil-
ippine Army and continued under the supervision of that headquarters until
the werk reached such proportions that help from Headquarters AFWESPAC wes
deemed necessary and it was then that the Commanding Generel, AFWESPAC issued
Circular 102, 28 November 1945 = Tab "E', placing .supervision and control
under the Director, RPD AFWESPAC, Any or all reccrds at Headquarters Philip-
pine Army were made available to the Directer, RFD, AFWESPAC, Many of the
records at Headquarters Philippine Army were withdrewn from the files thereat
and moved to RPD, AFWESPAC. Personnel on duty with Headquerters Philippine
Army which had been reconstructing the records were placed under control of
the Director, RPD AFWESPAC and RPD Philippine Army was activeted, While
responsibility of adjusting of accounts was still that of the CG, AFWESPAC,

-2-
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FROM: Chief VA Branch, RPD, AG TO: Staff Judge Advocete 3 Feb 48
PHILRYCOM PHIIRYCOM
TERU:; Director, RFD _____

he saw fit to assign the functions of the RPD, Philippine Army, to the
Directer, RFD, AFWESPAC, giving that officer a dual status. The Directer
of the two separate and distinct Recovered Personnel Divisions retained in
the RPD, Philippine Army, the Philippine Army officers and civilians but
placed AUS officers in supervisory and authentication positions. As the
need for additiomsl persomnel was justified it was made aveilable from Head=
quarters Philippine Army. See Tab L L

6. The mission of RPD, Philippine Army, is the certifying of infor-
mation for arrears in pay and allowances to the Firence Officer, HNDF for
living and deceased claims and military information on perscns with service
or alleged service to the United States Veterans Administretion in Manila,
and for this purpose they must now and, in the future, have access to the
£ile of the individuel concerned. The use of the records by RFD, Philip-
pine Army, for these purposes does not necessarily result in the closing of
the case on each person imvolved, The Govermment of the Republic of the
Philippines has its own use for these records for historicel, research and
legal purposes and their immediate uses, by this Division, while urgent, are
not the fimel criteria by which their future value or possession may be
judged. As more and more reccrds of Philippine Army Persomnel core to Light
fot_only for the purposes of RFD, Philippire Army, but for future referemces
by the Philippine Government, those on file with RFD, Philippine Army, assune
o greater importance particularly so when complemented by those already in
the files of HNDF.

7. To make the files at RPD, Philippine Army, more complete and reduce
the time lag in obtaiming the necessary information for veterans' benefits
a conference was held with the Adjutant General of the Philippine Army (See
Tab "I") in which it was asgreed that any medical records available at his
headquarters at Camp Murphy would be withdrawn and inteygrated with the
individual's records at RFD, Philippine Army. It wag understood that the
files removed from the Records Depot at Camp Murphy were Philippire Army
files and what wes being done at RPD, Philippine Army, was the completion of
‘the individual's history or 201 file for eventual return to the Philippine
Republic Records Administration Center, Several thousand medical records
have been transferred to Veterans Administration Branch, RPD, and are now in
the files of this Branch at RPD, Philippine Army.

8, a, If it is held that the records referred to above are the public
documerts of the United States, then the Records Administration Center, HNDF,
Philippine Republic, Camp Murphy, will also possess records that are public
papers of the United States as the 201 files at both stations pertain to
members of the Philippine Commenwealth Army in the service of the Armed Forces
of the United States, The only difference, is that these latter records per-
tain to individuals who are still in the service of the Philippine Republic
after relief from service with the Armed Forces of the United States,

b, If the records in the hands of the Philippine Army at this time

e
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FROM: Chief VA Branch, RPD, AG TO: Staff Judge Advecate 3 Feb 48
PHIIRYCOH PHILRYCOM

THRU: Director, RPD

are those of the United States provisions will have to be made to effect
such transfer and to employ the required personnel for processing and fur-
nishing information from those reccrds to persons or agencies entitled to
such information,

9, This office does not certify money acccunts to the US Veterans
Administration Mardla, but furnishes information from records of the RFD,
Philippine Army and certifies the periods of military service during which
the veteran was determined as emtitled to pay., The US Veterans Administre-
tion makes its own determimations as to emtitlement ko veterans benefits
based on the informtion. so furnlshed./?
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Bulletin ) VAR DEPARTUENT
No. 14 ) Washington 25, D.C.,16 July 1943.

1V _ Act of Congress -- Disposal of certain récords of the
United States Government., - The following act of Congress
(Public Law 115-78th Conz.) is published for the information
and guidance of all concerned:
An Act To provide for the disposal of certain records of the
United States Government.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That

when used in this Act, the word "records" includes all ‘books,
materials,

papers, maps, or other
regardless of physical form or characteristics, made or re-
ceived by any agency of the United States Government in pur-
Suance of Federal law or in connection with the transaction
of public business and preserved or appropriate for preser-
vation by that agency or its legitimate successor as evidence
of the organization, functions, policies, decisions, proce-
dures, operations, or other activities of the Government or
beaande of the informational value of data contaimed therein.
Library and miseun material made or acquired and preserved
solely for reference or exaibition purposes, extra copies of
Gocuments preserved only for convenience of reference, and
Stocks of publications and of processed documents are not in-
cluded within the definition of the word "records" as used in

this Act.
ec. 2. The National Archives Council shall promulgate
regulations, not inconsistent with this ict, establishing (1)
procednres for the compiling and submitting to the Archivist
of the United States of lists and schedules of records pro-
posed for disposal, (2) brocedures for the disposal of records
authorized for disposal, and (3) standards for the reproduction
of records by photographic or microphotographic processes with
a view to the disposal of the original records. Such regu-
lations, when avproved by the Presicent, shall be binding on
811 agencies of the United States Goverament.
Sec. 3. The head of each agency of the United States Go-
vernment shall submit tothe Archivist of the United States,
in accordance with rezulations promilzated as provided in
section 2 of this Act (1) lists of any records in the custody
of the agency that have been phoftographed or microphotograhed
in accordance with the said regulations and that as a conse-
quence thereof, do not apvear to have sufficient value to wa-
rrant their further preservation by the Government; (2) lists
of eny other records in the custody of the agency that are
not needed by it in the transaction of its carrent business
and that do not appear to have sufficient administrative,
legal, research,or other value to warrant their further pre-
servation by the Government; and (3) schedules proposing the
disposal after the lapse of specifled periods of time of re-
as of a specified form or character that either have accu-
malated in the custody of the agency or that may accumulate
therein at any time after the submission of such schedules
2nd that apparently will not after the lapse of the perlod
specified have sufficient administrative, legal, rescarch,
or other value to warrant their further preservatioh by the

Government.

Sec, 4. The Archivist shall submit to Congress, at such
times as he shall deem expedient, the lists or schedules
submitted to him in accordance with the provisions of section
3 of this Act, or parts of such lists or schedules, angulizgs
or schedules of any records in his legal custody, ilnsofar
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it shall appear to him that the records listed in such lists
or schedules do not, or will not after the lapse of the pe-
riod specified, have sufficient administrative, legal, re-
search, or other value to warrant their continled preserva-
tion by the United States Government: Provided, That the
Archivist shall not submit to Congress lists or schedules of
records of any existing agency of the Government in his legal
custody without first having obtained the written consent of
the head of such agency.

Sec, 5. ihenever the Archivist shall submit lists or
schedules to Congress, it shall be the duty of the presiding
officer of the Senate to appoint two Semators who, with the
members of the Comnitte on the Disvog tlon of Executive Papers

the House of Representatives;¥ShaIl*be reffered, and t!
Joint comnitte shall eganine sugh bists S SaheinIos Bid muns
mit to the Senate and House of Representatives, respectively,
@ report of guoh exanination and its recommendations

. 6. If the joint committee reports that any of the
records “Listed 10 a_list or Schedule referred to it do not, or
will not after the lapse of the period specified, have suffi-
cient administrative, legal, research, or other value to ok
rant their continued preservation by the Government, the Ar-
chivist shall notify the head of the agency by which the fre
or schedule was submitted of the action of the joint committee
and the head of such agency shallcause such records to be dis-
posed of in accordance with regulations promulgated as provi-
ded in section 2 of this Act.

Sec. 7. If the joint committee fails to make a report du-
ring any regular or special session of Congress on any list
or schedule submitted to Congress by the Archivist not less than
ten days prior to the adjournment of such session, the Archi-
vist may empower the head of the agency who submitted the list
or schedule to cause the records listed therein to be disposed
of in accordance with regulations promulgated as provided in
sech.en 2 of this Act.

8. ihenever it shall appear to the Archivist that any
agency has in its custody, or is accumulating, records of the
same form or character as any records of the same agency
previously authorized by Congress to be disposed of, he may
empower the head of such agency to dispose of such records,
after they have been in existence a specified period of time,
in accordance with regulations promulgated as provided in
..ectinn 2 of this Act and without listing or scheduling them.

c. 9. Records pertaining to claims and demands by the
Government of the United States or against it, or to any
accounts in which the Government of the United States is con-
cerned, either as debtor or creditor, shall not be disposed
of by the head of any agency under any authorizations granted
pursuant to the p!‘ov sions of sections 6,7,and 8 of this Act,
until such claims, demands, and accounts have been settled
and adjusted in the Genmeral Accounting Office, except wpon
the written approval of the Comptroller Genmeral of the United
Sta

Sec. 10. ihenever the Archivist and the head of the Jagonoy
that has custody of them shall jointly determine tha
records in the custody of any agency of the United Statal
government are 2 continuing menace to human health or life
or to property, the Archivist shall cause such menace to be
eliminated immédiately by whatever method he may deem neces-
sary. If any records in the custody of the Archivist are
disposed of under the section, the Archivist shall report the
aisposal thereof to the agency from which they were trans-
ferzed.

11. At any time during the existence of a state of war
hetv‘een the United States and any other nation or when hostile =
action by a foreign power appears imminent, the head of a
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Sec. 12, The Archivist shall transmit to Congress at the
beginning of each regular session reports as to the records
avnthorized for disposal under the provisions of section 7 of
thisg Act and as to the records disposed of under the provi-
sions of sections 9 and 10 of this Act.

Sec. 13. Photographs or microphotographs of any records
made in compliance with regulations promulgated as provided in
section 2 of this Act shall have the same force and effect as the
originals thereof would have and sh=1l be trested as originals
for the purpose of their admissibility in evidence., Duly cer-
tified or authenticated reproductions of such photographs or
microphotographs shall be admitted in evidence equally with
the orizinal photographs or microphotographs.

Sec, 14. A1l moneys derived by agencied of the Government
£rom the sale of records authorized for disposal under the
provisions of this Act shall be paid into the Treasury of the
Tnited States unless otherwise required by existing law appli-
cable to the agency.

Sec. 15, The procedures herein prescribed are exclusive
and no records of the United States Government shall be aliena-
fed or destroyed except in accordance with the provisions of
this Act,

Sec. 16. The Act entitled "An Act to provide for the dis-
position of certain records of ‘the United States Governmenty
aoproved August 5, 1939 (53Stat. 1219), the Act entitled!An
Act to provide for the dispositiond certain photographed re-

cords of the United States Government,and for other purposes",
approved September 24, 1940 (545tat. 958), ard all other Acts
or parts of Acts inconsistent with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed.

Approved July 7, 1943.

By order of the Secretary of War:
G. C. MARSHALL,
Chief of Staff.

official:
J. A. ULIO,

Hajor General, <
The Adjutant General 7
9
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VIAR DEPAR.ENT PLAN FOR CASUALTY ADMINISTh=iTON

UPON REOCCUPATION OF PHILIPPINES
7 NOVEIBER 1944, AS AVENDED, BY
CHANGE 1, 21 MARCH 1945
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VII. Philippine Army.

1. The Missing Persons Act hes been suthoritatively held eppliceble to
members of the Philippire Army ordered into the service of the armed forces
of the United States end p}eced under commend of the Commender-in-Chief,
Southwest Pacific Area, upon whom rests the responsibility and euthority
for final administrative end fiscal sction erising in the application of the
ket to all personnel of the Philippine Army. (C-1, 21 Mar 45)

2. There has bee ate_svaileble in the Wer Depsrtment upen which to
officially report or determine eny stetus of individuels of the Philippire
Lrny. The Jepanese government hes mede no report to the United States of
the status of any such persomnel ss prisoners of wer or otherwise.

3. There is the problem of identifying members or slleged members of
the Philippire Army who return to control or whose desth is elleged as & ba-
sis of claims; determining eny stetus they have or mey have had (including
missing, captured, interned) end the terminstion thereof by fectuel or pre-
sunptive deeth, or by return to control; determining whether ebsence has
been "from post of duty without authority"; determining periods of entitle=
ment to receive or be credited with pey and ellowances; the settlement of
accounts end peyment of benefits.

4. It is contempleted that, subject to the final responsibility resting
with the CinC, SWPA, military end other officiels of the Philippine Common-
veelth, will, with aporopriste essistence from United States forces,'identi:

viduels end make all necessery determination of stetus (includi i
of death) end of payments pursuent to the llissing Persons Act in the casesof
members of the Philippine Army retirning to duty or otherwise sccount_for.
Peyments of pay end allowances for periods of sbsence may be mede only if ap-
proved by the Commending Generel, U.S.A.F.F.E., end when so approved sholl
be a proper charge sgainst any availeble funds eppropriated for expenses in=
cident to operation of the Philippine Army in the service of the ermed forces
of the United States in the Philippines.

5. MNo retroactive allotmente to dependents or others may be made from

pey end allowances when the missing stetus has been terminated by return to
control, death or otherwise.

6, Reports of eny status or change therein of Philippine Army personnel
a:;'ettu be made to the War Depertment only when individuals heve en additional
status;

8. s en active or retired member of the United States Army;

23 -
RESTRICTED
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SECTION VII, CONT'D

b. a&s an active or retired member of the Philippine Scouts;
c.

as one of the group from whose pay ellotments heve been paid by
the Wer Department during sbsence (see per 10 appendix 1).

Such reports will show the determined status, return to militery con-
trol, deeth or finding of death, with essentiel dates in each case.

If re~
turned to militery control sllotments will be sdjusted in conformity with
paregraph 2, Section V., (C-, 21 Her 4)

7. 1In death ceses psyments of errears of pay due to the heirs or estete

are deemed 'expenditures incident to pay**¥* of sald orgenized militery forces'
and ! may be mede without regsrdto the provisio of lew re;
g

lating the exven-
iture of or sccounting for finds of the United Stetes' within the meening of
the Aot eppropristing funds for the Army of the Philippines, Such peyments
maby ve made by or mith approvel of the Commander-in-Chief Southwest Pacific
Area. The law authorizing peyment of six months' pay as death gratuity has
been determined to be inapplicsble to Philippine drmy persomnel. latters
pertinent to pensions and National Service Life Insurence are for determine=
tion end action by the Veterens Administretion, (C-1, 21 Mer 45) '

=iiB -
RESTRICTED

A TRUE 2,

HMajor
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MALACANAN PALACE
MANIIA

BY THE PRESTDENT CF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 68

DEMCBILIZATION (F ELEMENTS OF THE PHILIPPINE
ARMY AND OTHER GUERRTLIA UNITS IN THE FIELD,

WHEREAS the Commonwealth Government has been advised by the Commander-
in-Chief, United States Army Forces, Pacific, of the termination of hostili-
ties and the surrender of Japanese forcess

VHEREAS the Government has further been advised by the Commander-in-Chief,
United States Army Forces, Pacific, that this ternination of hostilities and
surrender of the Japanese forces has rendered umnecessary the maintenance
for further field service of elements of the Army of the Philippines in addi-
tion to regularly activated units and of those guerrilla units already recog-
nized;

WIEREAS continued assembly and maintenance of neadquarf/ers is not a
prerequisite to recopitio of guerrills wiltes

i the demobilization of guerrilla s in the field will not pre-
m.d.we the of ion of such guerrilla units as can produce
evidence showing that they maintained organized milita.ry forces in the field
in effective opposition to the Japanese, which will be the basis for award of
such benefits as may be authorized to members of such unitsj

NOW, THEREFCHE, I, Sergio Osmena, President of the Fnilippines, by virtue
of the powers vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the Philippines,

do hereby order:
1, That all urecognized guerrilla units be disbanded and that all members
thereof return to their houses and engage in their normal civilian pursuitse
2. That all arms, ammnition, and military supplies and equipment in the
possession of wrecognized guerrilla units or of individual members of such
wits be immediately turned in to the Commender of the nearest wnit of the
United States Army or of the Army of the Philippines.
b . 5

3. Mat all records of serrilla units
herewith, together with any request for recognition and evidence ;m support
of such request, be assenbled and turned in to the Commander of the neavest
it of the United States Army or of the Army of the Fhilippines for forward-
ing to Headquarters, Fhilippine Army.

Done at the City of kanila, this twenty-sixth day of September in the ye:
of Our Iord, nineteen hundred and forty-five, and of the Comnonwealth of the
Philippines, the tenth.

SERGTC OSMENA
President of the Philippines
By the Fresident:

JOSE S. REYES
Secretary to the President

1ajar, @D
Chief, VA Br
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COMMONWEALTE OF THE PHILIPPINES
ARMY HEADQUARTERS
AP0 501

3 December 1945

CIRCULR )
NUIBER 182 )

DISPOSITION OF FERSOMNEL TO BE DEMOBILI

1. &, The progrem for the demobilizstion of Philippine
Army Forces provides for a progressive reduction in personnel
by either discharge or relief from sctive duty.

b. Orders vill be issued by this hesdquerters direc-
ting the inactivation of units end/or designeting cetegories
of persomnel for demcbilization.

2. Comnending officers of stenderd T/0 Philippine frmy
bettelions or larger units ordered inactivated or contsining
personnel designeted for separation, commanding officers of
replacenent battelions, end the senior officers of srecial
demobilizetion teems constituted by this hesdquerters, ere
euthorized to sccomplish discherges snd to issue orders for
the reversion to inactive duty of officers below field grede
end enlisted men of the Philippine Army in eccordence with the
provisions of this circuler,

3. a. ALl personnel will be cerefully screened with a
view to reteining those who ere best quslified for continued
service in the Philippire Army,

b, Separation fron active service will in no wise
prejidice the richt of an individual to eny errears in pay
that may be legally due him, A stotement to this effect will
be included in all discharge certificetes end orders for
reversion to inactive cuty., Settlement of claims for arrears
in pay will be made whenever precticeble prior to seperation
but its accomplishment will not be elloved to deley the exe-
cution of discherges or reversions under this program.

4. Officers and enlisted men of the Regular Army will not
be discharged or reverted to inactive status under this
directive,

5. Personnel coming within the following categories will
not be discherged or reverted to inactive status:
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a. Personnel requiring hospitalization.

b. Personnel under court-martial charges or serving
court-martial sentences,

. Persomnel in the U.S. ettending school or on special
mission in U.S., or earmerked for such deteils Action pertein-
ing to these cases will be referred to the Commending Ceneral
AFWESPAG for prior approval.

4. Persomnel currently AVOL.
6. Procedure for discharge and reversion:
Officers= - =

a. Subject to the limitations of parsgrephs 4 and 5
ebove, the officers specified in parsgraph 2 sbove will dis-
charge from the service or revert to inactive stetus officers
below field grade, reporting to this Heedquerters without delay
the names of such officers for necessery confirmstory action.
(See stteched sample of Speciel Order to be issued, Incl 1)

A list of field grade officers eligible for discherge or re-
version mill be submitted to this Heedquerters for action.

b, Enlisted men-- Subject to the limitations of
paragrephs 4 end 5 above, the officers specified in parsgraph
2 ebove will discherge or revert to inactive status enlisted
men, conforming to the provisions of Circuler No. 136, HPA,
dated 7 Sept 1945, (Copy attached, Incl 2) Discharge certi-
ficate (P4 460 Form No. 55 Incl 3) will be properly accomplished
end duly signed by the officer acting under euthority in
peragraph 2 above, This certificete will be hended to the
individuel personslly,

. Physicel Examination-- In ell ceses of discherge
or reversion to inactive status, & physicel examinetion of the
individuel will be made as provided in Per Ib Cir. No. 136 EPA,
cs (Incl 2) whick provisions ere mede applicable to both officers
and enlisted men, For officers, WD Form No. 63 (Incl 4) will
be accomplished in duplicate. For enlisted men, VD AGO Form
No. 38 (Incl 5) will be accomplished in duplicete. Examinetion
of the chest by X-Rey is not mendstory, but care will be
exercised in each examination to detect the existence of tuber-
culosis. Should eny provisions of the circular referred to
prove impracticable the matter will be referred to the Chief
Surgeon AFWESPAC,

RESTRICTED
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d. Clothing-- (1) Officers - Officers will be required
to settle clothing accounts before discharge or reversion. Ho
gratuitous issue of clothing is authorized commissioned officers.

(2) Enlisted Men - Only those items of
clothing appearing in Cir, 109, HPA, dated 15 Avgust 1945
(Incl 6) will be euthorized to be reteined by the enlisted men;
clothing turned in will be noted in WD AGO Form No. 32 (Incl Cl.
and Eqpt Record-Incl 7).

e. Clearance - Before any officer or enlisted men is
discharged or reverted to inactive status, commending officers
will require that each individual be cleered of all property

and money accountebilities, ALl money due the government will
be cherged ageinst eccrued end current pay on finel pay vouchers
or payroll, sttaching thereto the necessary Statement of Cherges.

f. Pey - Settlement of all current pay due the indivi=
dual will be made prior to dischebze or reversion. It is
planned that representetives of the Recovered Personnel Division,
will be present to insure thet the following sction is completed
prior to each individuel's seperation from sctive service:

) PA AGD Form No. 23 (Affidevit for Philinpine
&rmy Personnel) is complete end correct in every detail,

(2) The individuel hes submitted as inclosvres
with his Form 23, 21l evaileble papers or other evidence in his
possession supporting his clein for arreers in pay.

) The individusl hes been thoroughly instructed
in writing ss to any edditionsl evidence necessary to support
his clain for arreers in pay, and procedure to be followed.

(4) These representative composing the teams will
exanine all papers presented end decide whether the evidence
presented are complete, If the evidences ere complete the teem
will advise the man thet his check will be forwarded to his
meiling eddress; if incomplete, it will advise end furnish the
men with a list of all papers and evidences he needs to complete
his cleim, end es much es practiceble help him while the teem
is in the eres of demobiliation.

g. Transportation-- Transportation from the place of
discherge or reversion to home town or community will be provi-
ded at government expense, The most practicable or the follom-
ing means, or a combination thereof if necessary, will be
employed:
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(1) Military trensportation or carrier.

(2) Public cerrier. This method will require use of
% requests in with PA
regulations, Reimbursement for funds expended
by individuels in treveling from point of separa-
tion to home is not suthorized under this directive.

(3) Commanding Officers cherged with the duties of
effecting reversions or discherges es here-in
provided, will see to it that a1l personnel so
reverted or srged ere given trensy ion in
kind or trensportation requests from point of
separation to their homes towns or communities,
end notation to this effect shown in the discherge
certificste or order of discherge.,

h. Thenever it becomes necessary for en individuel to
eweit trensportation after being seperated, commending officers
ere suthorized to continue subsisting hin until his departure.
He will depert by the first aveilsble trensportation.

i, Subsistence duringtrevel -- Each individusl discherged
or reverted to insctive status under this directive mey be
nished rations in kind or per diem sllovence as per PA reguls-
‘tions to cover the estimeted travel time required from place of
seperation to his hometorn or community, Care will be exercised
in making the necessary estimetion to prevent sbuses of this
privilege, The following per diem allowences will preveils

(1) For enlisted men: F 1.50
(2) For 3d, 2d, & 1st Lts 2.25
(3) For Cepts, and lajors 3.00
(4) For Lt Cols & Senior- 3.75

. Reports --

(1) Redio reports will be rendered this headquerters
each veek stating the name of the unit, the
number of officers end the number of enlisted men
discharged or reverted to inactive status, durin

Pprevious week and the remaining strength of the
unit,

(2]

Finel reports will be rendered on completion of
demobilization of units or major groupments of
personnel. These reports will be prepared in

S



triplicate using the form shown below. The
original end duplicate will be forwarded to this
headquerters end the triplicate copy will be
retained in the files of the headquerters concerned

(&3

The following records will accompany each final
Teport sent to this hesdquerters end will be
delivered by speciel officer courier.

WD AGO Form No. 83 for Officers (Original copy only)

WD GO Form No, 38 for enlisted men (Original copy only)
WD 46O Form €61 for officers

WD 460 Form No. 20 for enlisted men

WD 4GO Form No. 24 for enlisted men

WD 4G0 Form No, 32 for enlisted men

(4) Forn to be followed in final report:

) _(2) () (5) (6) (7 (8)
Names end : Army : Brench :Civilien : Date of ¢ Paid or
hddress : Serial :  of HWolunteers: Discharge :  nob

Number : Service i + or Revsre + Peld
z : : sion :

I certify thet the above report is true and correct.

(Signature of CO.

(Rank & Brench of Service,

Witness:

(0fticer-in-Cherge, U. S. A. Demobilization Team)

A1l officers and enlisted men of units ordered inactivated
Who cannot be discherged or reverted Lmdsr this directive

(see personnel referred to in paragreph 4, end 5 sbove) w
attached to the nearest Replacenens Bettelion (PA) to nwuit fi.nnl



DECLASSIFIED
l Authority N0 333078
1

[ 82, 3 De

cont'd.

disposition by this headquerters. Commsnding officers of units
being inactiveted will subnit to this hesdquarters & list of
such officers and enlisted men giving nemes,

ranks, serial
numbers, branch of service, end the reason why they could not be
seperated es directed.

8. In order %o expedite this demobilization progrem it
necessery thet each comnanding officer end headquirters without
deley plan and provide en organization, treined in deteil, for
the purpose of discherging end reverting personnel in the
ninimn emount of time., This includes the procurement of necesss-
vy supplies and equipment.

DISK

T

TON OF RECORDS OF INACTIVATED PA UNITS

military records of inactiveted Philippine Army Units
will be turned in to the neerest Replacement Battelions (PA).
411 such records when no longer needed in the eplacement
Battalions (PA) will be formerded by the most direct precticsble
meens to Headquerters, Philippine irmy, AP0 501, Aporopriste
receipts will be riven by Units receiving such records.

DISPOSITION OF MILITARY SUFPLIES AID E(

UIPIENT OF INACTIVA%
TED A UNITS

erns, ammnition, end military suppliss end equipment
of Philippine Army Units inactivated pursuent to Generel Orders
fron this Headquarters will be turned over to nearest U.S.
supply depot or es otherwise directed.

By order of the Secretary of National Defens

R. JALANDONT,
Brigedier Generel, Philippine Army
Deputy Chief of Staff
OFFICIAL:
VIS R&TCS

Golonel,
The Adjutent General.
DISTRIBUTION:
ugn npw
Hote:
Tead inclosed letter File No. 342 dated 5 Dec 45 (IG-iF) re enlist-
ment, in the Philippine Scouts of enlisted men of the Philippine

ppine Army
who will be separated from the service, who desire to enlist and who have
the qualificstions for enlistment in the Philippine Scouts.

Major D
Chief V4 Brench

Japr



B \TERS
UNTTED STATES ARNY FQRQES WESTERN PACIFIC
FFICE OF THE COMMANDING CENIRAL
CIRCUIAR ) AF0 707
: 28 Novenber 1915
¥0,..102 )

FUNCTTONS AMD RESPONSI SILITIES GF RECOVERED
= mmpoWmeLdmvmIoN

3, Tho Recoversd Zarsonael Dirlston, Adjutant Generalls Section, Head-
marters AFUESPAC, effective imediately, will assune the functions of the
Recovered Personnel Division, Philippine Army, ma the repsmaioiitty for e
adninistration of the Xissd ng Persons Act as applocable to Philippine Army
sersomely
. The functions gnd responsibilities will includess

a. Cotbrol and supervision of Philippine Army Loyslty Status Boardse

e Review of board proceedings ofPhidippine Armyloyalty Stat:
reconmending action by this headquarters in each case where a 2 tinding
e disloyalty has been raacheds

o Supervision of the Philippine Army in all recovered personnel act=
ivities on behalf of this headquarters,

2, Final adjdicstion and approval f all matters falling within the
the purview of the lilssing Persons Act submitted to this headquarters by the Phil-
ippine Armys

& Confirmation on behalf of the Comanding General, AFVESPAC, of all
Philippine Army pEomotions except current promotionss

£, As fav as practicable, the securing of all data necessary to:

(1) Provide information for settlenent . arrears of pay end allow—
ancesa

(2) Provide information or settlassat of olains from benoficia-
les of deceased Philippine Army peraomels

®) DD(A).n complete records relating to initial individual records
%o £inal records on separation from active servide o
Philippins Army persomel, This includes all categories of
Philippine Arny fordes, nanely, former USAFFE personnel, Te-
cogniged guerrillas, and guerrillas recogni, o bhrdations

3, The Recovered Personnel Division will bs guided by the provisions of
the Missing Persons hct, the War Department directive for the administration of
the Missing Persons hob, as amended, and current established policies, “Changes

axisting policies and recomendations for future policy decisions will be
Sutmitted to this headquarters for approvals 322)

Y COMAND OF LIBUTSNANT OBMNERAL STYER:

GTICIAL: Ve Ao TOCD, B2
/o/ vamm ¢o Edwards jor General, ISA
/4/ TRRREN C, EDVAR. Deputy Comander and

Chisf of Stalf
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
GENERAL ORDERS )

HO s vases168 )

RELEASE OF THE MILITARY FORCES OF THE GOVERNMENT
THE _COMMO! TH OF THE P

AP0 707
25 June 1946

Effective 2400 hours, 30 June 1946, the military forces of the
o ] 1th of the Philippines, now assigned or
attached to United States Army Forces in the Western Pacific, are
released from such assignments and attachments, from service in the
armed forces of the United States of America, and revert to full con-
trol of the of the 1th of the Philippines.
(Gscor 323.361)

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL STYER:

J. G, CHRISTIANSEN
Major General, USA
Deputy Commander and
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

s/ J. J. Gerhardt

t/ J. J. GERHARDT
Colonel, AGD
Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:

Asst Adj Gen
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ROUTINE CIEAR

B 177 CC/EEC
T00 262059 2 PHIIRYCOH DIST
REGD 27 NOV 47 0800/H

ACTION  RFD
FROM VAR (AGCT-H) IF0 G-3 (GAD)
TO PHILRYCOM FIIB
CIIE WL 40753

REURAD G 11325 GSXRP 12 NOV 1947: FROPCSED IEGISIA=-
TION FCR VETERANS BENEFITS TO FCRMER PHILIPPINE COWMNONWEAITH
ARMY FERSONNEL WHO WERE MEMBERS THERECF VHIBJESUCH FORCES TERE
IN THE SERVICE OF THE ARMED FCRCES COF THE UNITED STATES, AS NOW
DRAFTE{HIUVIDES F(R CERTIFICATICN BY YOUR COITAND OF THE SER-

VICE (F FILIPINO INDIVIDUALS IN THE CRGANIZED FCRCES COF THE

PHILIFPINE COMIONWEALTH IN THE UNITED STATES ARIED FCRCES SER-
VICE AFTER 26 JULY 1941 AND FRICR TO 1 JULY 1946 OR IN CRGANIZED
GUERRILIA F(RCES AFTFR 7 MAY 1942 AND IATER RECCGNIZED, FROVIDED
IT IS DETERMINED THAT SUCH SERVICE WAS SIVILAR TO THAT FERFCRIED
IN SIMIIAR CIRCUMSTANCES BY MEVBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARKED
FORCES AND THE FERSON CONCERNED DID NCT RENDER ASSITANCE TO AN

ENEMY OF THE US (R ITS ALLIES.

ROUPINE CIEAR
* INCOHING *
PAGE 1 GF 1 PAGE)
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Authority NND§g3 075 \

HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC
APO 707
GSXRP 319.1 29 June 1946

SUBJECT: Administration of PA Personnel Assigned For Duty With
Recovered Personnel Division

TO 3 Chief of Staff
Philippine Army
APO 75
* * * * * *

1, For the purposes of continuing processing of records
and adjudication of claims for arrears in pay for Philippine
Army personnel, Philippine Army has allotted a strength of 200
officers and 4‘60 enlisted men for duty with the Recovered Per=-
sonnel Division, Matters of administration, housing, messing
and supply remain a function of the Philippine Army,

* * * * * *

BY COMUAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL STYER:

MORRIS H, MARCUS
Colonel AGD
Ass't Ad] Gen
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HEADQUARTERS PHILRYCOM
AG-Recovered Personnel Division

Do not remove from attached sheets
File No. Subject:

FROM: OIC VA SEC TO: Chief PA Branch  DATE: 22 Aug 47

At a conference held in the office of the Adjutant General
HAP 10:00 21 August 1947 it was agreed that HAP would withdraw
the following records from the files at Camp Murphy, Quezon City
for file in the 201 files at RPD with the Philippine Army Branch:

All Clinical Records and Medical Cards.

All Service Records of CDD cases.

All forms AGO Forms 40 or comparable form.

(Form for C, D. D.).

Forms AGO 38 Physical Examination Prior to Discharge

(Other than in CDD Cases) up to and including 30 June 1946,

A11 Medical Records Inow on file with Philippine Veterans
Board, Manila, (Now being withdrawn by personnel from
VA Section Philippine Army Branch, RPD).

VA Section, PA Branch, RPD, to furnish two competent persons
to instruct PA personnel at Camp Murphy in the withdrawal of
pertinent records. These two perscns to be at Camp Murphy not
exceeding two weeks,

CONFERREES: Col, FLORENTIN TAG HAP

Maj. LUCERO Asst. AG
Capt, ONGLENGER, Asst AG

i Maj, GALANG, V LUNA GEN HOSP

: Capt. YRA, Asst AG
aj, ELLIOTT RPD
Lt, MONCURE RPD
Capt. Mendoza PA RFD

/s/ W. Co E.
....... mmmmmmmmmmn [ WeCoBe mmm = mem =
(2) FROM: Chief, PA Branch TO: Director, RPD 23 Aug 47

For your information,
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- - W/ja
Plans of RPD ;5 Termination of Mission
GSXRP by June 30, 1948, .
AG Rec Pers Div :'-‘J 26 May 47
DCacefs

1. The Recovered Personnel Division has been set a dsadline of
30, 1948 ter o s missien of adjudi ting arrears
in :g persennel of the Army of the Philippines by the fellowing

#. Funds new authorized but unexpended June A
will revert te the Treasury. . Py

be GNQ FEC has indicated 1ts desire that this deadline be
set, by cial planning of civilian personnel budget for this
organization fer the Fiseal Year 1948,

2+ The Guerrilla Affairs Divisien is nzi%trnmitting the
revised recognition dates of guerrilla units to Recevered Pers-
onnel Division for setien. No trouble is anticipated in ths comp-
Jetion of the recognition of units in sufficient time for this erg-
snization te adjudicate the claims, Other faetors, however, have
od certein problems te this Division which, at the present
4me, appear to have no solutien. P

3., In the recognitien of guerrilla units, rosters of the unite
are not always available and 1t is necessary for this Divisien to
devise netheds of identification of persennel by means of recovered
records, affidavits, etc, In all cases, the Guerriila Affairs Div-
ision indicates the approximate str of the units at vardeus
time during the pe: of their recognition., In the adjudicatien of

(& ge units where rosters or ether means of identificatien
are svailable, 1t has been found that 43.5¢ of the individusls bel=-
to these units have not yet filed a cleim for arrears in pay.
is indicated by the following charts

o, Recomized lo Acctd, Fer Ralangs Clains Unfiled

USAFIP, WL 17,480 9,298 8,182

EC 5,249 20,942 14,307
Cebu ires Command 94569 54074 44495
Total 62,298 35,314 26,984

If this can ba used as a criterdon there will be a total of
approximately 141,810 recognized guerrilias without claime upen comp=
1e of our werks On the other hand there are many claims on hand
submitted by persons whese entitlement to arrears in pay eannot be
established, or who have not been recognizeds

b G 15
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aSXRP Plan of RPD “:8 'Ezmm‘mg)at Missicn
by June b cont;

4C Ree Pers Div Ac, 63,7008 cotd 2 26 Moy 47

4+ This Division 1s at s loss to understand the reason for the
ilﬂm of these persons to submit u claim for arrears in .pays part=
cularly after the wide Publicity that has been given to this’ subject *
in the ne: Ss Every effert has been made through prepar publieity
to inform public of this situation but the results have been
l..,n. Teaus established at the headquarters of each ¥ilitary District
(PA), the Red Cress, and g ecial Legal Section of the Department of
Justlee ¢ ppine Kepublic) are alse aseisting in this proiﬂm-
There 20 way of getiing in touch with these persons individually
since their t«r«u_a are not . is felt, however, that the
follewing facts may have Some bearing upon the altuntion.

a. lany of these terat 1th
1t ’; felt that to People concerned may be illitera el.: ough

e, d by this ¢ by their
Dbuds ant l'ﬂlnf.ivstoula have been informed by 8 oy

be Some of these persons realizing that their claim 1sfv¥ry

:::11 :all that it is not worth the expense snd trouble o
"

¢s An undetermined number of these persons may have joined the
organization at the time of the landing of the American forces and
Bave recelved pay from the date of their joining the organization.
In such a case, 10 arrears in pay would be due them, If this
as tion is correct, the werls lend of this Civision wiil be
mat 11y reduced, .

5. fince no funds weuld be av. jlable for the payment of these claims
after June 30, 1948, and since o :e:sm.mb]e jength of time must be allowed
this Division te -d3sd1uh each claim and transmit it to the Army of the
Philippines for payments, 1t ie believed that u deadline nusi} sooner or
later, be met beyond which elaims cannot be accepted, It is felt that it
s a little early yet to announee such a deadiine bvt the policles to be
followed by this Division frem this peint on, must be guided by some def-
inite plan of action, It in therefore recomrendeds:

. .:.a :)'m this Divisien eontinue as in the {lm to gvﬁ;e}_g;

W T artic nd other mediums, the uecess
Bubmitting :!3'- for a: nz.'s in pay at the 2ariiest possible date,
with a view to establi. ng a deadline of Mgrch 31, 1948 after which
“:‘01:1:: "’-E be accepted. The srnouncement nl'hthlitd@aduﬂgod:“
. made at least 6 months in advance of the date, or abou
September 0, 1547, e - -
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Plan of RPD for Termination of the mission
: GEXRP b{ June 30, 1948 (continued)
AQ Pec Pers Div Ag, 09-3, I{ & CorS 26 Hay 47

be That it be assumed, that recognized guerrillas who have not
subadtted clains by that dute fall into one of the three classes
mentioned in par 4, @, by ¢4 above, and will not file clains.

6. Tt is further recommended thul at the hzr'.por time, a definite
g be had with the Army of the P 1ippines to the effect
that the files and records of toe PA Branch, Recevered Personnel Dive
will be returned to them at the urllcst orpertunity commen-
surate with the )N?au of work, 4in any event not later than
Fune 30, 1948, wnd that it vill be their responsibility to finish
uncoupleted work such as redeterminations, aerrections, etcsy
the answering of all future corres lence concerning arrears
in pay of Philippine Army personnels In such an event it would be
necessary to retain only e small authenbication section under the
Adjutant’ densyal, PHILRICOM, who is charged with administration eof
the Nissing Persons in this theaters *

MORRI: He MARCUS
Coionel 4AGD

B GOLOY = = = = = = = = = =
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X Future Planning

Director i :ﬂ lendoza, 12 Nov 47
£ PARPD, & LIAISON
off, WDF, Republic of Phil.

1, For use in future p ing by this @ i it
quested that you explore and ropori on the following:

alt is contemplated that the workload of this division
will reguire ﬁ'nﬁ personnel strength for the period 1 Jan to
30 Jun 48, Will you have pregently adsignec FAP personnel avai-
iable during this period?

be It 18 uun-ﬁnn that all records Rartuni.nr to the
Philippine Commonwealth Army on hand in this division will be
T over to you on 1 July 48, On that date 1t will be. neces=-
sary for your organization to provide space and housing therefor
sither by leas the sent APD site, by new eonstruction or
utilizing mgu facilitles at some other site, Does this pre-
gent any particular problem?

is re-

¢, On 1 July 48 p t plans late £ ng of
all correspondence received by thig@ headquarters with reference
to arrears in m or dchulngl.m of status of former Philipe

to your o ¥ill you heve
lutr:nhnl personnel and equipuent availsble to handle this work=

or such
12 headcuarters for review srd authentication. Will
m‘!'uw adequate personnel and facllities to earry this worke

a;. A.un.!.'-ﬂ‘n .g -orﬂ:r“fu h:l:d projects :utun;\; Mm
ean e your ce uzm st experience
this (tvhhl.'sqw:t report of this matter 5 the earliest
practicadble mopent.

b SRR s & vn e s o DENIEY = o &2 RGN n 20X

”

T
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WAKR DEPAM’HBMT PLAN FOR CASUALTY ADNIFISTRATION
PINES
7 HOVEMBER 1944, AS AMENDED, BY

» *
VIi. Pallivoine Army,

1. The Missing Persons Act has been authoritdtively held applic-
able to members of the Philippine Army ordersd into the service of the
armed forees of the United States and placed under command of the
Comnander-in-Chief, Soutlwest Pacific Arves, ucon whom rests the res-
ponsibility and for final and fiscsl action
arieing in the application of the ict to all personnel of the Philippine
Aray, (G-, 21 Mer 45),

port, or determine any gtalup of individusls of

. The Japarese goverrment hes made no report to the
United States of the status of any such persomnel as prisoners of war
or otherwise,

3, There is the problem of identifying members or alleged members

of the dne Army who return to control or vhose death is alleged
as a basis of claims, deternining any status they have or may have had

(t:.::l:im missing, uyhn-d interm@d) and the terminat.on thereof by

Payments o F
-ybomd- only ulmvndwm
Comanding M,m.l., and when 80 approved shall be a proper

charge against &y funds for
%o operation of the Philippine Army in the service of the armed forces
of the United Stutes in the Philippines,

* * * » »
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22 Decenber 1947
ARNY I PACE DISHISSAL
All civilian employces who were assigned to help expedite the
heirs of soldiers are
wuhmmmbn.n.dmwmurmdnlm

their sMaries, the public and legislative relations dive

of the

g

all the dgned
to payment of ters 1 Defense Forees

is requesting President Roxas to cause the appropriation of an addi-
tional fund of P1,300,000 for sktaries of aboub 2,000 civilian employees
for a period of six more momthse

Unless the apprpiristion ie mde, it was pointed out, the
b&mwmhmﬂh{mmmmhm‘hﬂd

t for the settlement of all arrears in pay afier
-mnuumtmwhmmunmmm'mm.hu
reverted to the U, 5. Government,

i

It was led timt the tion of these
wm:.cp:ﬂmmmeotmm,/mmz—m-hmmm
boen pettled. Ths hecoversd rersonnel Branch, OTAG, the A¥P
service, AFT auditor's office and the Claims Irancl JAGO, will prace
um),zhnnomumdhﬂwmumkw after the end
of 1947 unless funds can be made avallable to pay them.

nmwhmwzdm@mmorm-m
mmmm-mmwmmxwahwmm.
the Thilippine Republic, in its spirit of eoopewation, accepted to
casvy the Turden of this responsibility, Army subhori
mmmushuummtduhmwmmume.
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\TERS NATIOFAL DEFEISE FORCES
o'gﬂ Burphy, Quezen 01%1"
oF THE CHIBF OF ST
21 Nevember 1947
A v
SUSJECTs AFP Military and Civilian Personnel at RPD
TO s The C General
PHTLAYCOM, AP6 707
1e Mrtr:nn 41s made t:fs the military and civilian per-

sonnel the Armed Forces the Phi! ines now on duti at
Personnel OMe I would like
to bring te yeur gttention

ision, PHIIR

the dlresculties which this Head-
quarters is new facing as regards this matter hoping the
you may See our preblems, which are nainly Tinsncial, in
maintaining the present strength of eur said persennel.

2. As of this date, there ar® 203 efficers, 380 enlist~
od mer and 689 civilian employees of the armed Ferces of the
Fhilippines en duty at the Recovered Persennel Division,
PHILRYCOM, whe gre weriing en the claims fer arrears 4in pay
of our veterans and sllied matters thereln. This number of

sonnel has already adjudicated and trensuitted to the
4 f the Chief, Finance Service, HWDF, 169, 781 adjudicate
ed USAFFE and ourrlm elaims as of 15 Nevember 1947, This
Feadquarters, howsver, has dispesed of only 102,439 ef these
Yoz of 67,342

3. I would 1ike to inerease the number of !:runnll
working at our Headouarters on the adjudicated ¢ ims so
that eur backlog can be cleered and that the rate of
tlement of these claims can proceed at the. same rate as the
cutput of the Recovered Persennel Divisien. Our euryent
appropriatiens howeveT, are 50 1imited that I beldeve this
ters will be unable net enly te increase the number
of the personnel at our Headquarters vut 2lze te maintain
the present strength of our officers, men, and employees at
the Tecevered TenEt o Division, PHILAYCON, witheut impairs

ing progran of our yéservists, whic!
al L’.nnt as the nttlm&t of the arrears in pay of our
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4, I am, therefgfs, presenting tolyeur Headquarters
the propesition that, Il.I:: copditions new

m! Head
y of *he said Pivision te
nnllh tlu a.l uon of -11 the clains on er befvn
the target .

Re JALATDONT
Majer General
Chief of 3taff
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about 1 July 1948,

be received and must be processed wp mwntil

T:6 A

\
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IC: 1st Ind fr CG, PHILRYCOM to C/S, AFP ltr, dtd 21 Nov 47,
subjs AFP Military and Civilien Persomnnel at RFD,

%m This task has been eontimuous since
Liberation, have been accumulated, evaluated and filed
by the d 1 are pricel 0 your g and

£iled by organization in general Dewey deciml system classifications,
They are now used as the badis for ad, 3 both
by the United Stetes and the Philippine Republic. They will become

inereasingly impertant and if new
is emacted, Without these records all veterans legislation is useless.

‘W. Under United States laws providing
Commonwealth Army veterans now being adminis-
50,000 request: for military
munmuwﬁmm-atmm‘ummu
are on hand in the F for use of
mm-tnumnw-mumwmmmhm
:I‘“- ormation; however, of this mumber 16,000 have been processed
qired for i

mmcdmmmhd,dcwnmw,huhomfd
wuwwd.mmunmmmmunm-m
benefits organisation within the next six months,. If presently assigned
annmun,ndmlddithntotho completion of the arrears
hwnﬁrmﬁm,ﬂhuﬂmhﬂhttﬂ:roimrﬂlh
on & gurrent basis prier to 1 July 1948, Additiomal requests for informe
ation are being received at the rate of 3,000 per month, It has been
tha than 100,000 cases must be

1
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%o C/8, APP 1tr, atd 21 Nov 47,

tary and Civilian Personnel at RFD,

3

m

as
to you & eom=

of mlitary and eivilian personnel which is trained

there will be present with the records turned over

organization

el
T
ltpn
it
b
~mmmm § mmmm -
Hfi L
38 ““hmmmmm“
mm?ma i
T me

948 if you are sble to

£

-

and ‘familiar with, these records,

4. If you find it impossible due to lack of funds to mintain

mdu of,

i
il
A
il
il
it
m m

the records and
the
solaly on

by this ters on

Basie
20 December 1947,

5e

GEO, ¥, MOORE

lajor General, U. S, Army

Commanding

-
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

December 5, 1950

orrice or
THE ADMINISTRATOR oF
VETERANS AFFAIRS
DECLASSIFIED
Authority_NNDg83073
- 5= w
[ev)

Honorable Frank Pace, Jr. "
Secretary of the Army »
Department of the Army

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter constitutes the reply to your proposals of August
11 and October 24, 1950, that custody of records of Filipinos who served
or alleged service with the Armed Forces of the United States during
World War IJ be transferred for a temporary indefinite period from the
Adjutent General Records Depository in Manila to the Veterans Administra-
tion Regional Office in the same city. This matter was discussed with
you in our earlier commnications of August 22 and September 22, 1950.
While the Veterans Administration desires to and will always endeavor
to contribute its full support to assist the Department of Defense and
its components in attaining maximum combat effectiveness, this currently
urgent objective must nevertheless be tempered by detailed consideration
of the probable impact on the operations of this Agency. Evaluation of
your proposition m «v-ry aspect revealed conditions which dictate our
change in custodianship.

P
{
9]
is 1 that in of eligibility to
benefits under the laws governing the Veterans Administration, based on
active service with or in the military forces of the United States, the
determination of the fact of active service is the responsibility of the g
in
1
0
W

Service Department in or with which the active service is claimed,
view of Congressional cognizance of military custom, laws, and re -
tions pertaining to determination of status of persons in active service.

In discussing the question of the status of persons who served
with the Commonwealth Army of the Philippines, in Administrator's De-
cision No. 746, May 23, 1947, it was stated that:
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Honorable Frank Pace, Jr.

"HELD: 1. Any member of the Commonwealth Army who was
ordered into and served in the Armed Forces of the
United States, or any person who served in such
forces, is potentially entitled to bemefits under
the applicable laws; the fact of such service being
shown by the record, or clrti.fication of the United
States Armed Forces. i

present proposal, it would seem, comprehends a form of
certiticatiog (h.sad on custody) in diametrical opposition to the fore-
going. It also appears to contravene the agreement ratified by our
respective agencies in August 1948 which provided in part thau:

"Service History Data

The furnishing of Service History data to the Manila
Veterans Administration Regional Office is a responsi-
bility of the Commanding General, Philippines Command,
United States Army.

2, The Veterans idministration will accept as official,
certifications of service from the Commanding General,
Philippines Command.

3. Wherethe Veterans Administration has obtained information
deemed reliable by it, which conflicts with information obtained
from the Philippines Command, the case will be returned to
Philippines Command with the conflicting information obtained
by the Veterans Administration for reconsideration. Where
redeterminations are made, a statement will be fumished
on aupplmantal VA Porm 3101 series that the redetermina-
tion previcusly

4. Field investigations will be made by Philippines Command
only on those cases where actual determinations of service
cannot be established by review of szd.tu.na files and by
mail

for
field investigation in any case ral“-l wl'.h ?.he Commanding
General, Philippines Command.

5. will b with regard to de-
‘veloping service data on I.ndividlulu for whom no personnel
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Honorable Frank Pace, Jr.

files exist. Insofar as possible, affidavits and certifi-
cates will be secured from appropriate individuals by
Philippines Command in addition to requiring the veteran
claimant to secure affidavits and certificates.”

The foregoing followed the obligatory rejection by the Veterans
Administration of a proposal advanced then by Army representatives that
this Agency assume custody of the self-same records.

In the main, it may be anticipated that the files in question
contain material on which determinations of active service may be predi-
cated. H , (1) these are ones which the Aray is
required to make, and (2) the validity of and the weight to be accorded
to the contents of the files can best be adjudged by the agency which
created them.




DEPARTHENT CF THE ARMY
Office of the Adjubant General
¢ Washington 25 DG

AGCM-M Jan 23 1950

SUBJECT: Assumption by the Veterans Administration of Custody
and Servicing of Philippine Army Records Presently in
the Custody of the AG Records Depository

TO: Commanding General
Rer iast Comnand
AP0 500, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Californie

1, Reference is made to the following:

a. Letter from the Commanding General, Philippines Command,
subject as above, dated 16 liay 1949.

b. Letter from this office to the Comminding Ceneral,
Philippines Command, deted l4 September 1949, subject: 'Report of
Hilitary 1 Records Op s, and lst i thereto
dated 13 October 1949 transmitting report of records operstions for
the AG Records Depository.

c. Discussion of 13 January 1950 between General i, 4. Beid-
erlinden, your headquarters, and General iitsell, The idjutant Cen-
eral,

2. The report for the AG Records Depository referred to in
paragraph 1b above indicated that inguiries received from the
Veterans Administretion averaged 2,300 monthly ard that inquiries
received from individuels relating to claims for arrears in pay
under the Missing Persons Act and to claims for guerrilla recogni-
tion averaged 2,250 monthly. The processing of inquiries relating
to claims for arrears in pey and for gueriilla recogaition is en
iray function, Consequently, any use made of the records in question
in connection with this activity is considered to constitute use for
iray purposes. The information contained in this report therefore
indicetes that the records in custody of the AG Records Depository
‘are utilized precticelly as much for Army purposes as for furnishing
information to the Veterans idministration.

3. In the discussion referred to in paragraph lc above,
General Beiderlinden indicated that he was of the opinion that the
use being made of the records in question hed changed since the
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| Acci-it Jan 23 1950
SUBJECT : ussuvnptmn by VA of Custody & Servicing of Phil Army
Records Presently in Custody of AGHD

report was submitted on’the AG Records Depository or that the use
would change in the immediete future, It is therefore requested
that the following informetion be furnished for planning :

a, Total number of inquiries currently being received per
- month at the AG Records Depository. iy

. Humber of inquiries currently being received per month
from the Veterans idministration,

¢, MNumber of inquiries currently being received per month
from individuels relating to claims for arrears in pay under the
Missing Persons Act or for guerrilla recognition,

d, Hunber of inquiries currently being received per month
£rom Department of the Army sources.

e. Humber of backlog Veterans Administration ceses.

Number of backlog ceses relating to claims under the
Missing Peracna Act and for guerrilla rncog,m.tmn.

g+ Number of AG Records Deposi‘ory personnel (militery and
civilian) engaged in the servicing of Veterans idministretion ceses

h. MNumber of AG Records Depository personsel (military and
civilian) engaged in activities other then servieing of Veterans
Administration cases.

i, Date by which it is anticipated that the volume of work
in connection with the Missing Persons ict and guerrilla recognition
will be reduced to such an extent that not more than 50 persons will
be required for this operation,

Je Recommendetions &s to action that should be teken to
reduce the emount of work being performed by the AG Records Deposi-
tory, other thatn that required in connection with the servicing of
Veterans Administration cases,

4» The Secretary of the irmy has recommended to the Office,
Secretary of Defense, that the reccr‘ds in the custody of the
4G Records D o the idministretion,
However, it is not belleved that any f‘avorahle action in this matter
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e

will be accomplished until the preporderance of the work carr:
by the AG Records Deposltory is in coansctlon with the servieing
Veterans fdministration cases.

- Jan 23 1950
ECT: Assuaption by VA of Custody & Servicing of Phil hray
Records Presently in Custody of AGRD

Y OFDER OF THi SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

idjutant Generel

4G 313 (23 Jan 50)4G lst Ind

CGENERAL HEADQUARTEZDS,

FAR EAST CQOLGARD, APO 500, 4 Pebruary 1950

10: * Commending Ceneral, Fhilippiues Conmand (sir Foree), (PO 74

1. Perticuler

ttention is invit

ation,

2, tasie commua

2. It is desired that informstion requested in p
communic tion, be furnished this healquarters at the ce
aate,

ragh 3, b

BY CQUMAND OF CLNWERAL Mac/KTHUR:

10227 /e/ K+ Ba B
/t/ K. B. Eueh

Brigadier Generel, USi,
Idjutent Conerals

L

4,
i

Copy furnished
GG Fuaf
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SUBTECT: Assumptidn by Vff of Custedy & Servicidg of Phil Amy
Records Presedtly in Custody of AGRD. :

O PHILTPPTIES 0catNDf (ATR FORCE) AND THIRTEENTH ATR FORCE, CLARK AR
FORCE BASE, APO 74, 21 April 1950

T0: Commander-in-Chief, Far East, APO 500

1, Attention invited to preceding third indorsement and to staff
study herewith in answer to p bl P d in basic i ion
This headquarters concurs in cited indorsement and staff study except
thats:

DECLASSIFIED
Authority 078

2s Information received indicates that the Veterans Admini-
istration requests for official detailed service reports will average
in excess of the 2375 indicated in third indorsement. As of 15 April |
the number of requests on hand was 3080, It is believed this figure ) ~7-¢
will range between 3000 and 3500, & / “

b. Throughout the third indorsement and staff study, emphasis
is made to the possible use of form letters and stamp indorsements for
reply to inquiries regarding IPA, guerrilla affairs and other Army res-
ponsibility. It is believed that must of the good which has been gained
through these programs may be lost if this form of correspondence is
overly emphasized.

¢. The reduction in personnel strength is based on several
assumptions. The reductions cannot be effected until these assumptions
are effected.

(1) Transfer of records pertaining to Philippine Scouts
AUS 1, Philippine C 1th Army, War
Department’ civilian employees and recognized guerrillas
to the VA, This headquarters concurs in the saving
that can be effected here ig the VA will assume res-
ponsibility for: 7

(2) leaintenance of records
(b) Records search
~3(c) Field investigation<- z (
(d) Case evaluation
(e) Submit case in final form for certification -

‘thereby almost reducing Army workload to spot
" checking.



A 313 / Jth Tnd (Continued)
SUBJECT: Assumption by VA of Custody & Servicing of Phil Army
Records Presently in Custody of AGRD.

(2) Statistics presented indicate that at present the
Army workload is over 200 pieces of correspondence
per working day., Should the VA not be ablé to afford
space readily accessible to required records for the
recommended AGRD liaison group, with proposed strength
of 50, this strength is additionally inadequate and '
duplicate files will most likely again be developeds

078
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Determination should be made as to whether inquiring
correspondence from military headquarters should be
addressed to the residual liaison group or the VA,
Uhich of the latter will process this correspondence.

(&

Reductions as outlined include assumption that move
of AGED to Palma Hall will be effected on or about |
15ley thereby eliminating Base Service requirements.
These requirements will continue in part, however,
unless the housing of AGRD personnel is also moved

to the Greater Manila Area, Housing in the Dilliman
Area, as at present, requires PX, theater and other
base services due to its isolated location.

(5) It is believed that the personnel of the Control,
Audit and Fiscal Section should continue in this
assignment until all audits are finalized and records
P d. This has no that
this will be completed as of 1 July 1950 and believes

that it will continue until 1951.

(6) This recommendation for reduction in personnel is
mede even though the AGRD workload has continually
increased due not only to increase in volume but to
additional responsibilities assigned. This is borne
out by budget data which shows that costs for the
operation of AGRD have compounded 100% annually since
FY 1947.

(7) Under the present organizational structure of AGRD
and operating procedures, it is impossible to divorce
or compart the VA workload from the Army workload and

change it to any specific group of employees.

(8) Future workloads may be increased due to required \
certification of POW status to the liar Claims Com—
mission unless this responsibility is assumed by the VA.



AG 313 Ith Ind (Continued)
SUBJECT: Assumption by VA of Custody & Servicing of Phil Ay
Records Presently in Custody of AGRD

| A har
3. This headquarters concurs in the need for reduction in duplica~ /"
tion of effort now emisting within AGRD and the VA and invites local |

effort which may be expended in effecting the correction of this defi- /
ciency.

073 I
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FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

DECLASSIFIED

Authority.

GUSTAV A. NEUBERG
Lt Col USAF
Adjutant General
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AGRD 313, Subjz Assumption by VA of Custody & Servicing Philippine
Army Records Presently in Custody of AGRD.

AGRD-A 313 d Ind WG/ TP/ ja
EPADQUARTERS, ADJUTANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY, PHILCGM (AF) AlD
THIRTEENTH ATR FORCE, APO 900 R

T0: Commanding General, Philippines Command (Air Force)
and Thirteenth Air Force, Clark Air Force Base
APO Th

1. In compliance with instructions contained in 2d indorsement,
supra, data requested by basic commmnication is furnished as follows:

a. Total mumber of inquiries currently being received per
nonth at the Adjutant General Records Depository: L3685 inquiries des-
cribed as follows -

(1) Reguests for official detailed service reports: 2110

(These requests emanate from VA and non-VA sources

for certification of military service information
concerning members of Philippine Commonwealth Army,
recognized guerritlas, AUS persomnel, Philippine
Scouts, and Viar Department civilian employees (in-
volving search of records for information and evidence,
field investigation if necessary, evaluation of facts
and adjudication, These requests constitute principal
operational workload of AGRD, Also included are re—
quests from The Judge Advocate General, Court of Clains,
and General Accownting Office, Washingbon, D. C., etc.,
requiring investigetions and reports of procurement
and wage claims.)

(2) Inquiries and reclamas: 1975
(These are from individuals and organizations inquiring
as to status of VA and Army claims, recognition of
guerrilla services, and requesting extracts and pho-
tostats of documents. Actually these constitute a
correspondence rather than a primary operational
workload and in most cases are answered by form letters,
with or without pre-reference to file records. Field
investigations, re-evaluation of facts, etc., are not
involved. This category of inquiry requites but a
fraction of the time involved in the accomplishment
of a service report alluded to in paragraph a(l), above.)
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3d _Ind, AGRD, to CG_PHLLCOM (AF) & 13th AF (cont.i.nued)

- b, Number of Inquiries currently being received per month

S from the Veterans Administration: 21475 described as follows =

a (1) VA Bequests for official detailed service reportst

= 2375

(7]

42 (These requests emanate from the VA for certification
f) %- of military service information concerning members of
2% the Philippine Commonwealth Avmy, recognized guerril-
2% 1as, members of the AUS, Philippine Scouts, and Var

Department civilian employees, in connection with {
entitlement to veterans ‘benefits under the USVA programe |
These requests involve search of records for informa- |
tion and evidence, field investigation, evaluation of |
facts and sdjudication, These requests constitute the
principal operational workload of AGHD, as reported in

a(1), aboves)

(2) Inguiries and reclemas: 100

(These are from individusls end organizations regarding
VA cleims and represent the VA part of category a(?),
above,)

co MNumber of inquiries currently being received per month
from individuals relating to claims for arrears in pay under the Missing
Persons Act; or for guerrills recognition: 1600

(These are inquiries and reclamas on completed arrears
in pay actions and are answered by form letters almost
exclusivelys Represent routine correspondence which

is an Army responsibility and are included in category |
a(2), aboves)

d. Number of inquiries currently being received per month from
Department of the Army sources: 310 inquiries described as follows -

(1) Requests for determination of service under the |
fiissing Persons Act: 5 |
(These are communications from The Adjutant General |
of the Army directing determinations or redetermin- 1
ations of service, involving search, investigation,
eveluation and adjudication, and preparation of
payrolls for arrears in pay purposes. These are
included in a(1), above, and relate to AUS, Philippine
Scout, and Var Department civilian personnels



3d Ind, AGRD to CG PHILCGH (AF) & 13th AF (Continued)

(2) Requests for investigation or additional data on |
procurement and wage claims: 30 |

(These emanate from The Judge Advocate General, the
U. S. Court of Claims, and the General Accounting
Office, Far East Command, Army Finance Center, etc.
They require detailed study and report and are in-
cluded in category a(l), above,)

Inquiries and reclamas: 275

(These arise through action of claimants who vrite

to Washington asking for clarification of claim status
or reconsideration of completed MPA and guerrilla
recognition cases. These are an Army responsibility
and are included in category a(2), above.)

073
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(Note: It should be noted from the answers to ques-
tions a, b, c, and d, above, that while the Veterans
Administration is referring 2375 cases per month to

AGRD which require search of files, investigation,

evaluation and adjudication, only thirty-five (35)

cases of a comparable category are received per month

from the Department of the Army or Washington sources.
Additionally, 100 inquiries monthly (see b(2), above)

are contributed indirectly by the VA on matters rele-

ting to the claims being processed finally by that

agency, The remaining inquiries, considered to be an
unquestioned responsibility of the Army, a total of

1875 as reported above, involve reclamas and followups,
requests for extracts or photostats on previously i
completed and closed cases. This correspondence is |
handled by form letters with a minimum reference to

records and files.)

e, lumber of backlog Veterans Administration cases.

(There is no backlog of VA cases. See paragraph 2a(5) |
of staff study, attacheds)

£, lNumber of backlog cases relating to claims under the ilissing |
Persons Act and for guerrilla recognition.

(1) Under WPA: 870

(As of 10 Feb 50 a total of 870 cases are on hand.
These relate to AUS, Philippine Scout and Var De-



54 Ind, AGRD, to CG FHILUGH (AF) & 13th AF (Continued)

partment civilian personnel. Thus they constitute
an Army responsibility and represent a residue of

the arrears in pay program for these categories of
veterans and employees. Field investigation has been
completed on 280 of these cases which are in process
adjudication; 590 are in process of field investiga=
tion. Even with the monthly accessions from the
Department of the Amy regorted in d(1), above, it is
estimated chat these cases will be completed and the
files roturned to St. Louis, ko., during the present
calendar year.)
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(2) For guerrilla recognitiol (ione. See par 2a(6)(b),

Sta; achei

B
Tumber of AGRD personnel engaged in servicing VA cases:

5o

(20 oziicsrs, 17 DaCs, and 317 local employees.) (Sse par-
agraph 20(2), of stalf study, actached.

h. lumer of AGRD persomel (military and civilian ) engaged
in activities other than servicing VA requests:

(1) Personnel engaged in Army responsibilities of proces-
sing olaims and correspondence relating to lissing
Persons Act and arrears in pay (continuing mission):

(3 officers, 16 DACs, and 70 local employses.) (See
paragraph 2b(3) of stafl study, attached.) |

(2) Miscellansous activities.

(a) Control, Audit and Fiscal Section

(1 ofiicer, 2 DiCs, and 14 local employees.) |
(5ee paragraph 25(3)(b), oF stalf study, attached.)

(b) JAG Liaison Section

(1 officer, 1 DAC, and 2 local employees.) (See
paragraph 2b(3)(b) and Z5(3)(c), stall study,
attached.)




078

DECLASSIFIED

uthority

X

3d Ind, AGRD to CG PHTLOOM (AF) & 13th AF (Continued)

i. Date by which it is anticipated that volume of work in
connection with the MPA and guerrilla recoghition will be reduced to such
an extent that not more than 50 persons will be required for this operatione

(1) By 1 July 1950:

(5 officers, 22 DACs, and 5k local employees.) (See
paragraph 2¢(1), of staff study, attached.)

(2) By 31 December 1950

(5 officers, 15 DACs, and 36 local employees.) (See
paragraph 20(2), of staff study, attached.)

jo Recommendations as to action that should be taken to reduce
the amownt of work being performed by the AGRD, other than that required
in connection with the servicing of Veterans Administration cases:

(1) In connection with Project J cases.

That reclamas and requests for information perteining
to Project J cases (AUS, PS, WD civilians) be forwarded
to the Commanding Officer, Records Administration Cen-
ter, St. Louls 20, Ho., Attn: Demobilized Personnel
Records Branch, and that the determinations made by this
headquarters (AGRD) uwhich are of record in subject's
201 file in that office (DFR3) be reiterated and that
claimahts be emphatically informed that their cases

are closed and further correspondence will serve no
useful purpose.

(2) Records Branch, AGRD, continue to include a paragraph
in all correspondence on arrears in pay to ‘the effect
that the Adjustment Division (formerly adjudicating
such claims) closed on 31 December 1949 and that all
cases are considered permanently closeds

(3) A positive statement should be issued by the Us Se
Government, through radio and press, that -

(a) The program of granting guerrilla recognition
to individuals and units dlosed on 30 June 1948,
and that the program will not repeat not be
reopened, P
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3d Ind, AGRD to CG PHILCOM (AF) & 13th AF (continued)

(b) That the Adjustment Division, AGRD, formerly
processing claims for arrears in pay and claims
or pr and wage reinml , Was
inectivated on 31 December 1949. No further
claims or inquiries thus should be sent to the
U. S. Army or Air Forces in the Philippines.

(4) That Control, Audit and Fiscal Section, & residual of
the inactivated Adjustment Division and consisting of
1 officer, 2 DACs, and 1k locals, should complete
operations by 1 July 1950, resulting in the saving
of this persomnel, The closing of this section is
dependent upon the speed with which Pinance Service,
HIDF, furnishes abstracts of paid vouchers from dis-
bursing officers.

2, An analysis of the workload of the Adjutant General Records
Depository, including ways and means of reducing this workload, has been
prepared and is attached hereto as an inclosures

Win. 3. GOLD
1 Incle, It Col AGD
Staff Study Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS
ADJUTANT GENSRAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY
PHILIPPINES COMUAND (ATR FORCE) AND THIRTEENTH ATR FORCE
APO 900
mie/IWP/ja

6 Mar 1950
AGRD 313.3

Staff Study - SUBJECT: Reduction of Workload of the Adjutant
General Records Depository

1. PROBLEM. To analyge the present workload of the Adjutant Gen-
eral Records Depository, APO 900, Manila, to determine ways and means of
reducing such workload, and to make recommendations as to the implementation
of such ways and means.

2, DISCUSSION.

a. Present Workload Components and Vorkload Levels. (Feb 1950).

(1) lonthly total of inquiries received: 1385
(a) Requests for official detailed service reports:

(These requests emanate from VA and non-VA sources
for certification of military service information
concerning members of Philippine Commomwealth Army,
recoznized guerrillas, AUS personnel, Philippine
Scouts, and Var Department civilian employees
involving search of records for information and
evidence, field investisation if necessary, eval-
uation of facts, and adjudication.. These requests
consbitute principal operational worlkload of AGRD.
Also included are requests from The Judge Advocate
General, Court of Claims, and General Accounting
Office, Washington, D.C., etc., requiring investi-
' gations and reports of procurement and wage claims

(b) Inquiries and reclamas: 1975

(These are from individuals and organizations
inquiring as to status of VA and Army claims,
recognition of guerrilla services, and requesting
extracts and photostats of documents. Actually
these constitute a correspondence rather than a
primary operational workload and in most cases

are answered by form letters, with or without
pre-reference to file records. Field investigation,
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Study, "Reduction of Workload of AGRD" (Continued)

re-evaluation of facts, etc., are not involved.
This category of inquiry requires but a fraction
of the time involved in the accomplishment of a

service report alluded to in paragraph 2a(1)(a),
above. )

(2) lonthly total of requests from the VA: 2L75

(a) VA Requests for official detailed service

(v)

3

orts: 2315

(These requests emanate from the VA for certifi-
cation of military service information concerning
members of the Philippine Commonwealth Army, re-
cognized guerrillas, members of the AUS, Philippine
Scouts, and War Department civilian employees, in
connection with entitlement to veterans benefits
under the USVA program. These requests involve
search of records for information and evidence,
field investigation, evaluation of facts, and
adjudication. These requests constitute the prin-
cipal operational workload of AGRD, as reported

in paragraph 2a(1)(a), above.)

Inquiries and reclamas: 100

(These are from individuals and organizations
regarding VA claims and represent the VA part
of category 2a(1)(b), above.)

Monthly total of inquiries from individuals relating

%o claims for arrears in pay under the liissing Persons
16

Act or for guerrilla recogn

(These are inquiries and reclamas on completed
arrears in pay actions and are answered by form
letters almost exclusively. Represent routine
correspondence which is an Army responsibility
and are included in category 2a(1)(b), above.%

Monthly total of inquiries from Department of the Army

sources: 310
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(a)

(b

Determinations under the Missi

Persons Act: 5

(These are commnications from The Adjutant Gen-
eral of the Ammy directing determinations or
redeterminations of service, involving search,
investigation, evaluation and adjudication, and
preparation of payrolls for arrears in pay pur=
poses. These are included in 2a(1l), above, and
relate to AUS, Philippine Scout, and War Depart-
ment civilian personnel.)

Investigation and development of additional data
on procurement and vage claims: 30

(These emanate from The Judge Advocate General,
the U. S. Court of Claims, and the General Ac~
counting Office, Far East GCommand, Army Finance
Center, etc. They require detailed study and
report and are included in category 2a(l)(a),
above.

to Washington asking for clari
status or reconsideration of completed MPA and
guerrilla recoznition cases, These are an Army
responsibility and are included in category 2a(1)(b),
above,

(Note$ It whould be noted from the answers to
questions (1), (2), (3), and (4), above, that

while the Veterans Administration is referring

2375 cases per month to AGRD which require search
of files, investigation, evaluation and adjudic-
ation, only thirty-five (35) cases of a comparable
category are received per month from the Department
of the Army, or Washington sources. Additionally,
100 inquiries monthly (see (2)(b), above) are
contributed ifdirectly by the VA on matters relating
to the claims being processed finally by that agency.
The remaining inquiries, considered to be an unques-
tioned responsibility of the Arry, a total of 1875
as reported above, involve reclamas and followups,
requests for extracts or photostats on previously
completed and closed cases. This correspondence is
handled by form letters with a minimum reference

to records and files.)

3
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(5)

(6)

Number of backlog Veterans Administration cases.

(There is no backlog of VA cases, insofar as umworked
cases are concerned. In the process of being adjudic-
ated there are 2880 cases (10 Feb 50) on hand. For
economy of production, it is estimated that al least
2500 cases will be "in process" at all times. Enough
elasticity exists in the organizational structure and
procedures to permit a gearing of operations whereby
output is balancing input of cases. In between these
ends lie the 2500 cases going through the process of
search of records, evaluation of data, determination
of facts, and, freguently, field investigation.)

(4s of 6 February 1950, statistics show that the fobal
living and deceased requests from the Veterans Adminis—
tration alone, considering original and supplemental
requests, since 1945 amounted to 125,022 (Project dJ:
32,074; Living Section: 15,907; Deceased Section: 77,041,
Also, as of 6 February 1950, the total requests from

the USVA on hand in AGRD in process of adjudication

was only 28Ll0 cases. lost of these were of recent
receipt from the US!

(In Jamuary, 1919, the backlog of cases in AGRD stood
at an all-time high of 39,438. By persistent planning,
streamlining of procedures, through recrganization for
functional effectiveness, and by full cooperation with
the Manila Regional Office, USVA, AGRD has been able
to reduce this backlog to a_current, working level of
2880 cases (as of 10 Teb 50), a figure ascertained by
physical count.)

Mumber of backlog cases relating to claims under the
Missing Persons Act and for guerrilla recognition:

(a) Under MPA: 870

(As of 10 Feb 50 a total of 870 cases were on hand.
These related to AUS, Philippine Scout and War De—
partment civilian personnel. 4s such they consti-
tute an Army responsibility and represent a residue
of the arrears in pay program for these categories
of veterans and employees. Field investigation has
been completed on 280 of these cases which are in

L



Study, "Reduction of Workload of AGRD" (Continued)

process of adjudication; 590 are in process of

field investigation. Even with the monthly acces-
sions from the Department of the Army reported in
paragraph 2a(L)(a), above, it is estimated that
these cases will be completed and the files returned
to St. Louis, lo., during the present calendar year.)

(b) For guerrilla recognition: Noune

(No backlog of cases for guerrilla recognition
exists, inasmuch as the program for granting guer-
rilla recognition was terminated on 30 June 1943.
At present no authority exists to grant further
consideration to such claims.)

b. Present Organizational and Personnel Requirements.
(1) Organization.

In order to discharge its combined Army - VA mission,
and to provide its necessary logistic and administra-
tive support, dhe AGRD is organized as follows (also
see Inclosures Nos. 1 and 2, attached):

8

Authority NN 083307,

Command Group (2 officers)
Control, Zudit and Fiscal Section (1 officer,
2 DACs and 1L locals)
JAG Iiaison Section (1 officer, 1 DAC, 2 locals)

Service and Certification Divisioh (23 officers,
3l DACs, 385 locals)

Post Engineers (1 DAC, 6l locals)

Headquarters Division (6 officers, 3 DACs,
195 locals)

(Recapitulation: 33 officers, Ll DACs, and 660 locals.
This strength obtains as of February, 1950. Slight
variance from figures ghown on Inclosure #2, attached,
s due to difference in dates and inevitable weelkly

fluctuations.)
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(2)
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AGED Personnel en; aed in servicing VA

Officers DACs Locals Total Mo. Payroll
20 a7 317 $49,031.70

ACGRD personnel (military and civilian) engaged

in activities other than servicing VA requests
Feb 1950):

(2) Personnel engaged in Army responsibilities
of processing claims and correspondence
relating to Missing Persons Act and arrears
in pay (continuing mission)s:

officer DACs  Locals Total Mo. Payroll

3 16 70 $18,573063
(b) Miscellaneous activitiess
% 1, Control, Audit & Fiscal Section
Officers  DACs  Locals Total Mo. Payroll
1 2 1y % 3,389.13
*% 2, JAG Liaison Section
Officers  DACs  Locals [Total lo. Payroll
i A 2 $ 1,373.47

(c) Cam;g Overhead (Command, Administration,
Repeirs and Utilities, Security, etc.)

Officers DACs Locals Total lio, Payroll
8 ) 257 ©28,389.77




Study, "Reduction of Workload of AGRD" (Continued)

% Processing records and auditing accounts pertinent
to arrears in pay and claims for procurement and
wage reimbursements chargeable to Appropriztion
"Expenses, Army of the Fhilippines 1942-1946"s
This Section should complete this mission by 1 July
1950,

% Performing duties in connection with investigation,
primarily be records study, of procurement and wage
cleims, many of which are being received from the
U.S. Court of Claims. This activity has been asso-
ciated with the AGRD because of the latter's main-
tenance of 201 files, archives, and claims files
used by the Section. This Section also conducts
additional investigations (from records study pri-
marily) for the Ceneral Accounting Office, makin
erproprizte recomendations based on such investi=
gations. Because of the dependence of this Section
upon 201 files, recognition rosters, and archive
files in AGAD, it is not advisable to relocate this
activity at a distance from the records it usess
Claims actions are expected to last until 1956
and presumably a need for verification of allegations
made by claimants will continue until that dates

o073

Authority.

ctions (estima h Recuirements.

(3) By 1 July 1950:

(It is estimated that by this date a staff of 5 officers,
22 DACs and 54 locals will be sufficient staff for the
continuing activities of the AGRD to include certifica-
tion (for the benefit of both VA and the Aray), proces=
sing of the remaining arrears in pay cases (AUS, Fs,

and VD civilians), field investigations, and the corres—
pondence section reg,ulred to handle the volume of ingui-
ries for which the Army is responsible., This strength
estimate, however, is based on the assuuption the VA
will assume responsibility for all activities in connec—
tion with the processing of their cases, to iuclude
debermination of service history facts, but excepting
the element of actual review and authentication by

Aray certiﬁcaticﬂ.)

(It is further estimated that a adniaun strength of

21 officers, 39 DACs and 500 uired
£% AGRD's conbined Army - VA mlss).on is continued as
at present. This personnel requirement will continue
for an indefinite period of time (probebly extending

7
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e, oTTCPloR OF Worzioad oi AGRD (Conmbinued)

into the calendar year 1952). Inasmuch &s the Army
now must handle VA requests as well as those origin-
ating within the Defense Department, with operating
personnel spending a portion of their time on each
category, it is difficult to prepare an estimate which
does not presuppose that non-Army activitise will be
droppad (given to the VA with responsibilities for the
records), Under present orsanirzational structure of
AGRD and oparating procedures it is imposcible abso~
lutely to divorce, or compart, the VA worklozd from
the Army workload and aseign it solely to this or that
group of employses

073

(2) By 3L December 1950
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(By this date, because of the aunticipeted completion
of AUS, PS, and WD civilian cases now undergoing field
inveetigation, it is believed that this staff can be
further reduced to 5 officers, DiCs end 56 locels

der the same ascumptions obtaining for perag
2¢(1), above.)

(1) Fiecal Year Ending -
(a) 30 Jun 47 (FY 1947) BPD - FSA Pi23-01 $lal, 420, 64
(v) 30 Jun 48 (FY 1948) BPD - Fsa PI23-01 $U16,997.31

(c) 30 Jun 49 (FY LSUQ)AGRD - FSa PUIZ-0L $877,59%23
(Includes Adjustment Division)

2) Fiscel Year 1950:
(2) 1 Jul 49 - 31 Dec U9, AGRD-FSA PU13-01 $696,859. 79

ot . 13 0-30 Jun 50, AGRD, PS4 Ph1Z-01
(b) Est.Exp. 1 Jan 50-30 Jun 5 et

(c) Total FY 1950 & o v o s o s o s o s $1,18%,166,90
(3) Fiscal Year 1951 (estimate):
1 Jul 50 - 30 Jun 51, AGRD-FSh PH13-01 §$910,735.80
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(4) It must be borne in mind that the above figures re=

present personal services only. For eight (8) months
of FY 50 and all periods thereafter additional activ-
ities budgeted for by Headjuarters FHILCOM (AF) and
13th Air Force, AFO 74, and not included in AGRD figures
above, are the following:

(Installation Support) =

Lotor Pool

Dispensary

Communications Services

fepairs and Utilities

Security

Supply

Special Services
Cost figures for these activities are not available
in this headguarters. However, for FY 50, the AGRD
received a total overall allotment of $1,800,000.00
to cover all classes of funds and activities. It is
estimated that by the end of the current fiscal year
this entire amount will have been obligated. This is
particularly indicated after considering that FY 50
versonal-services (FSA P413501) alone are expected to

total $1,184,166.90, over and above expenses incident
to installation support.

e. Courses of Action to Reduce the Workload in AGED.

(1) For non-V4 activities.

(a) In connection with Project J cases.

That reclames and recuests for information per-
taining to Project J cases (AUS, PS, WD civilians)
be forwarded to the Commanding Officer, Records
Administration Center, St. Louis 20, lio., Attn:
Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, and that
the determinations made by this headquarters (AGRD)

9
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which are of record in subject's 201 file in that
office (DFR3) be reiterabed =nd that claimants be
emphatically informed heir cases are closed
and further correscondence will serve no useful
purpose.

(b

Records Branch, AGRD, continue to include a par=
all corvescnnwnce on arrears in pay to

078
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L on 31 December
1949 and that all cases are considered permanently

closed.

(c) & positive statement should be issued by the U. S.
Government, through radio and press, that -
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Authority

1. The progran of granting guerrilla recognition
to individuals and un closed on 3C June
1948, and that the o 1 will not repest
not be reopened.

2. That the Adjustment Division, AGRD, formerly
processing claims for arrears in pay and claims
for procurcment and wage reimbursements, was
inactivated on 31 December 1949. lNo further
clzims or incuiries thus should be sent to the
U. S. Army or Air Forées in the Philippines.

(d) The Control, Audit and Fiscal Section, a residual
of the inactivated Adjustment Division and consis-
ting of 1 officer, 2 DACs, and i locals, should
complete operations by 1 July 1950, resulting in
the saving of this pevsonnel. The closing of this
section is dependent upon the speed with which
Finance Service, HIDF, furnishes abstracts of paid
vouchers from disbursing officers.

(2) In connection with servicing of VA cases.

(a) Careful snalysis and study have been made in con-
nection with the feasibility of the assumption by
the Veterans Administration, lianila Regional Office,
of the custody and ser\dcing of Philippine Aray and
related records presently in the Adjutant General
PRecords Depository, APO 900, (ianila).

10
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D4 (Continued)

(0)

In comnection with this problem, refersnce is
made to the following:

11. Letter, Subject: Assumption by the US Vetereus
nistration of Custody of PA Records, Has
PHIICOY, file G3CG 313, 16 'ay 1919, to The
Adjutant General of the Amy, in which it was
recommended that subject records be released
to tle Veterans Administration,

vt of Mlitary Pes
8133 Service Unit (
terbar 1949 and sul

ral of the Ar

nnel Racords Onerati
, AP0 900, dated 3
4 %o The Mjutant Gene-
0if on 13 October 19120,

3. Zetter from The djrtent General of the irmy
3 rine General, Far i
0, and the thind

al Office, under
cated reasons:

1. From the analysis of the
described in tne third

& reque sts rnc=1vcr‘ from
stratl on or to contributi

upon the
tive ova

1
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sould be required to bear
ard the natura of the area hous

= residusl
2. Flans for a transfer of rac tody to the
Veterans Adminlstration ave predicuted wpon the
assumption that such records woull a,
f‘, secured and controlled
hat the VA's physical possess
1se Jﬂ oreclude tie necessiby of askir
the imo o nrepare and submit farmal certifi
t: ice history of
rpected that
5eC uian of
woud be fornally
d retur
1 J\ ¥ 1950 o"“'
‘ dommtowm
for occupanc;
3. raviously reported by AGD
=" under date of 13 Cetober 17";9, &
n sach a trnsfer
Amy znc c
ar feat
1 modical tacs; 2905 linear feet of P
Archives; end 65 linear fést
€5.
b, Tesidual Lialson
i will have the folloming
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¢ (Continued)

o
o

and Files Section

- O'ficer (Chief of Section i Comres. Unit) #
- DAG (Chief, Clains Files Unit)

- Locals (File-Clerks, Claims Files Unit)

- Locals (File Clerks, Correspondence Unit)

- Local (Chief Clerk, Gorrespondence Unit)

- Local (Cle: nerel, Corres. Unit)

- Locals (Typists)

S O o

igetor)
nogragher)
k-typist,

e e

- Local

serve es & certifylng officer, edd

itulation for 1 July 1950: 5 offi

40s, 54 Local

1 December 1950):

By this date it is expected
porsonnel reduction could b
(&5 shovn below), producing e
figore of 5

1 net strength
iers, 15 DiCs, and 3¢ locel

deductions s

(&) Overhead - Ko change.

(b) 4djudicstion heview section - No change.
(c) Investigetion Section - 7 DhCs; 13 locels.
(d) Eroject J Section - 3 locels.

(o) Correspondence and Files Section =2 locals.

(£) JAG Liaison Section - lio change.

Office space for this army fesiduel Liaison
Group covld casily be provided by the USVA in
Pelna Hall, ascumiag that the USVA chooses to
hosse the records there as presently planned
by the Aray.

14
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&. is believed that the Army (iGiD) Residual

Lisison Croup could be quartered end logis-
ticelly supported with a mlnimun of difficulty.
The assistance of the americen Embassy, lanila,
in connection with procurcncnt of housing needs
is assured, In comtompletion of the meximum
residusl strength of 5 officers, 22 DACs and
54 locals a total of 13 femily-type quarters
&nd 12 bachelor-type acconmodations would be
requived, Assuming that three bachelors could
be querterad s type house, a total
of 17 housing units of this type would, it is
belioved, adequately hopse this residuel group,
inary explor tion suggests that such
ing may be made aveilable ia the Creater

i red aumber

otained ladefinitely.

dministrative aal logistic support could con-

PRILCOM (4F) and 15th Al
as at present nnder instellatioa support
agresment, Thic would include comtract
ses (light, water, etec.) and other utilitiss,
motor vehicle requiremente (not to exceed 1
vehicles, & ton, and 6 trailers) and maintenance.

B

8. The foregoiag plen will not require a transfer
or delegation of authokity of the Missing Porsons
. Act to a non-sray acency. It is not necessary
for the VA in sssuning custody and use of AGHD
records to have IiPA authority, Using records
that it now has on hend, supplomented by those
to be received from AGHD and at St. Louis, hio.,
the VA eingly could accomplish the job now being
adne by AGRD and the lienila Reglonal Office,
with but little expansion of present Vi structare
in bianila.

9. 4 large portion of the costly installation
support of & officers, 5 Dils, and 257 locals
(monthly payroll expense of 428,389.77) now
existent for AGHD could be economicelly avoided
were AGRD's operations confined properly to
non-V service functions, I.e., P4, recogaltion
end correspondence nattors,

15
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10, Cere should be taken to avoid an erroneous

conclusion in compering the number of inguirdes
received monthly from the USVA with the inguirdes
received on other matters, cuch as kP4 and re-
cognition, Although the "anit! is "inquiries"
by choice of words, the two types of inquiries
are not equivalent in amount of work required
to dispose of or enswer them. VA work s com-
pared to irmy work is not, and has not been
Welmost equal since before July 1948. The
roquest for service information and certifica-
tion fron the USVA requires far more time and
offort, including investigetions, to answer
than the average WPA or recognition inquiry
which can be repidly disposed of usuelly by
form-lotter sction, VA inguiries must not be
compared to those from tindividuels'.

Any future additional worklead of AGHD, induced
by new legislation beneficial to veterans or
claimants, could be absorbed as reedily by the
USVi as by AGRD, or any other Government agency
holding the pertinent files, & increase in
future workload caused by the c
POW status to the ilar Claims
be as readily assumed by the
idministration, or any U. 3. Government & ency
heving records custody, ae by 4Gib, the current
custodien,

The War Cleims act of 1948 says:

sec 2 (b) = - - Officers and employees of any
other department or agency of the Government
mey, with the consent of the head of such
department or agency, be assigned to essist
the Commission incosrrying out its functions.
The Coumission mey, wWith the consent of the
head of any other departmeht or agency of the
Government, utilize the facilities and servi-
ces of such department or agency in carrying
out the functions of the Commission',

It is seen, therefore, that no one U. S. 4gency
ig designated as sole authority to make certi-
fication of facts as may be required by the
Comnissions

16
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12. Meny supplementel requests (which outnumber
original requests by ration of 3 to 1) arise
from the fact thet VA has on fi le and uses
data in conflict with that of the Army. lence,
a constant influx of inquiries from the VA
follows, lore and more, the Vi is compiling
dete which duplicetes, in part, the records
holdings at AGRD, dnough hes been accumulated
thet the VA not only aske for irmy certification
but copies of rosters, affidavits, induction
end discherge pepers, CIC files, medicel records,
and all types of evidence used by the iray in
meking adjudicetions, not being content with
4rmy certification itself. Offen the army
certification "cannot be accepted" by the VA
until the Army (LGED) dissects end explelos
Whow it got the ansver", Thus the iray is
redoing much of its work - - - work which couwld
be done of the records itself.

13. Despite rather clearly established objectives
for irmy ard VA investigative programs, etch
agohoy finds itself again doing some of the
othor's work. This is the logicel result from
the nature of investigetions. The VA in seeking
final loyalty determination develops service
dsta; sinilarly, the Army i secking finsl
service data develops loyalty deta in the pro-
cess. One investigative structure, for Vi
cases, within VA, would be en overall cconomy
%o the Covermment. Similar overlaps occur
in other phases of the irmy - Vi jolnt activ-
ity in the Philippines, some desirable but
many unnccessary.

ixcept through the favorsble influences reconrended
in paragraphs e(l) and (2), ebove, LCID is poverless.
to.control the volume of workload input received from
the public (inguiries and reclamas) and from the
Depertment of Defense end the USVA (requesto fon
sepvice reports aod other dasta), Internal controls
and procedures have been established wherchy, with
the type of personnel and equipment svailable, the
meximun of efficiency is being atteised.
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set forth above, it ie
to adopting the courscs
racsfer to the USVA of
General Records Depository, amd used in
“ormer agency, will result in
procedures in the
rther serving the inte-
the irmy).

recommended t
of action out.
records

y service hlstor_, to the
aa;.u.icanw and

eramental
rests of efficiency
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