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AGCM-M Transfer of AGRD Records and Functions to DPRB
//THERU Chief,Adm Svs Div,TAGO  Chief, Compt Div,TAGO )
ILB 1353 Guthrie/nt/73658
T0 Chief, DERB, TACO

1300 Coodfellow Elvd
St, Louis 20, Missouri

1, Reference is made to the inclosed copy of letter from the Executive Director,
War Claims Commission, dated 27 January 1953, concerning the h'uufu' of the records

and functions of the Adjuhm General Records Depository to the Demobilized Personnel
Records Branch, As i therein, of the desire to
visit your branch on or about 15 March 1953, Further will be fv your

office as soon as the exact date of the visit is known.

2, mwmzumum-nuwum-munmmnmuhm the
transfer of the records and of that was
Veterans Administration nnd Var Claims Commission, At the u— this mrd.nnm was
S o mmzm e R
be byuh“o-mﬂpm po! es prog effec
by the Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Representatives of the Veterans Adminis-
mmwmwuom.cmumvmmmtmwumumum

would be
Mdmm.mwmm Drunh, mums mqmtl; little, if
any, change in ting would be

3. Aecordingly, to mmtmuﬁm“nmmmmm
um—dnﬁl"-ﬂ.un‘ou;nd ords Branch with the least possible smount
wgorg it is that General Records Depositery operating

and procedures be mmmm with this office before
D. R. VAN SICKLER

Colonel, AGC ...
Chief, Comptroller Division, AGD

1 Inel Do Ro VAN SICKLER, GM,
g:tlsrr-m, Chief, Comptroller Division, TAGO
an
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TR CLAIMS COMMISSION
WASHIIGTON

January 27, 1955

liajor Genersl William E. Bergin
The Adjutant Genersl

Department of the Army
Washington 25, De Ce

Dear General Bergin:

I have been requested to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
January 16, 1953, addressed to the Chaiman, War Clains Commission,
relative to the transfer of records aad functioms fram the Adjutamt
General. Records Depository, 81334 Army Unit, located in Manila,
Philippines, to en Army records cemter in Ste Louis, Missourie

The Commission will arrange to discuss the transaction of business
with the cember in St Louis on or sbout March 15, 1953, It is noted
that this will be simplified by the office following the same policies
and procedures as have operated withthe Adjutent General Records
Depository in Manilae

Members of the staff are being advised that all inquiries re-
lating to records heretofore maintained in Manila should be eddressed
o0 your office in St. Louise In this connection, I wish to take this
opportunity of thanking you for the ion and helpful i st
extonded to the War Claims Commission in the performance of its
official dutiess

Sincerely yours,

¥, Byroe Austin
Executive Director
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Yr, MoCools \

The abtached was prepared et my request in order that DPRB
may be "on the ball" in the event the records referred to herein
are transferred to our custody.

Informelly, I em also submitting a chart showing the organiza- 4
tional set-up, as well as the names of aveilable key persommel to i
be assigned in key positions. The grades may be too low when compared A
‘o grades authorized for similar positions in the Philippines. Bargar
of course, will have to be pushed by higher-ups before he devistes |
from the "routine". {

Ur, Wyrsch, in our opinion is tops, and since he had made a
previous study on this subject, as well as having occupied previously
the top job in Special Correspondence, will be invalusble for the
top job in the new sooction.

My recomendation would be to adopt the proposed set-up; bring
from lanile en assistent for Wyrsch and as many lower grade olerks
as wish to repatriate and £ill the vacent spaces indicated on the

s Of course we cen secure additional good oclerks from other
segments to I'ill some of the spaces.

Colonel Newman end Colonel Hill authorized me to send this to
you informally, so that you and Jack may become acquainted, in
advance of E!u neeting, with our proposed plan. If you wish that
this chart be submitted formally to amyone, please advise us and feel
free to suggest any changes.

Hope to see you in the near future.

Sincerely,

EPH MALEY
Chief Clerk, DFRB
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16 October 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. MALE
Chief (‘lurk DPRB

1. In response to your request there is inclosed a Chart of the
proposed Philippine Section containing the names of personnel who have
had exporience on working Project "J" cases and who are belleved to be ;
well qualified to work other types of Philippine cases.

2. The names of asuch personnel have been entered on the Chart
opposite the jobs to which it is believed they are best qualified.
Porsonnel whose names are followed by an asterisk have worked previously |
on Project "J" cases but are currently assigned to other units in World 3
War II Correspondence Section.

1 Incl ROBERT E. WYRSCH
Chart Supervisor, Casualty Unit
World War II Correspondence Section
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14 QOctober 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. MALEY
Chief Clerk, DFRB

1. In connection with our recent conversation regarding the possible
transfer of Philippine records and functions relating thereto from Adjutent
General Records Depository to Demobilized Personnel Kecords Branch, I
have discussed this matter with Mr. Allen and have considered matters be-
lieved pertinent to the establishment of a section in Demobilized Persormel
Records Branch which would be able to process the necessary functionse

2. Based on available informstion, observation and study of records,
end exsmination of reports received from Adjutant General Records Deposi-
tory on USAFFE, Philippine Army end civilian guerrilla persomnel, it is
believed that records and ceses relating thereto could be handled in this
branch without undie difficulty. Since the Missing Persons Act (Public
Lew 490, 77th Congress, as emended) is the basic law under which ell Vorld
Wer II Philippine cases are processed, work on all categories of Fhilippine
cases should be very similers It appears that the major problem involved
would be the coordiration necessary to assure that the imterpretations used
in cases pertaining to Philippine Scouts, Army of the United States and
Department of t he Army civilian employees are the same as those used on
cases pertaining to Philippine Army and guerrilla persomel. lo doubt it
would be necessary to make a comprehensive study of the policies and pro-
cedures now being used at Adjutent General Records Depository in process-
ing Philippine Army and guerrilla cases; however, that is true when any new
category of ceses or records are receiveds

3. In conmection with Philippine Ammy and guerrilla records, during
‘the past few years this Erench has had custody of the original records of
the Guerrilla Affairs Division. Since the recogaition of guerrilla service
was governed by determinations of the Guerrilla Affairs Division, the ex-
perience that we heve gained in working with the records of the Guerrilla
Affairs Division on Project "J" cases should be very pertinent to the pro-
cessing of Philippine cases other than Project "J".

4. Inesmuch as the guerrilla recognition progrem and the arrears in
pay program have been closed for several years, it appears that the major
functions remaining in Adjutant General Records Depository are the furmish-
ing of service information to various agemies and individuals from determi-
netions already made; the determination or redetermination of military
stetus of individuals based on records and evidence received since the
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MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. MALEY 14 October 1952

original determinstions were made; and the redetermination of casualty
status on personmel who have been granted status under the Missing
Persons Acte Exemination of records pertaining to Philippine Army and
guerrilla personnel received from Adjutant Gemeral Records Depository
shows that service reports, inetions and r inations ere made
by Adjutent Generel Records Depository in the same manner in which such
cases are processed in Demobilized Persomnel Records Branch on Project
"J% persomels |

During the past yeer we have been receiving approximately fifty
(50) ceses per week comtaining claims for recognition as the result of
alleged service with the armed forces of the United States in the Fhilip-
pine Islands during World Wer II. Since meny of these requests were ad-
dressed to the President, Chief of Staff, Secretary of Defense and govern-
mentel officials in Washington, it was necessary for this office to request
information on which to base a reply from Adjutant General Records Deposi-
torys In practically all the reports received fram Adjutant General Records
Depository on these cases statememts regarding the individual's service
wore furnished together with information that the recognition progrem and/or
arrears in pay program were closed and that, therefore, there was no
suthority for taking any further ection on the request. Action taken b
Adjutant General Records Depository on ceses of this nature appears to be
very similar to ections taken in this office on records maintained heree

6. It is believed that personnel mow assigned to Demobilized Person-
nel Records Branch working on Project "J" cases are well qualified and
have an excellent background to form the nucleus of en organization de-
signed to process Philippine ceses of all categoriese Fersonnel working
on Project "J" cases have used the Guerrilla Affairs Division records
extensively in connection with cases pertaining to Project "J" persomnel
who also served in guerrilla organizations after the surrender of Batasn
or release from Prisner of Wer camps. The experiemce gained in working
on these records snd in processing Project "J" cases under the provisions
of the Missing Persons Act should be of great value to these personnel in
comection with the processing of cases pertaining to Philippine Amy and
guerrilla personnel o

7. There is attached (Teb A) for your information & copy of memo-
randum dated 9 February 1949 containing proposed plans for transfer of
Project "J" records and functims to Demobilized Persomnel Records Branche
These proposed plans were formulated by the undersigned in oconjunction
with Nre Schoenman (no longer with Demobilized Persommel Records Branch)
during the period December 1948 to February 1949, after a study was made
of the Philippine progrem from information then available, Which indicated
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‘thet Project "J" included the records of all Philippine personnsl who
served with the Armed Forces of the United States in the Fhilippine
Islands during Vorld War II, Shortly after these plans were made infor-
mation was received that the Project "J" records which were being trans=
fered to Demobilized Personnel Records Branch pertained only to Army of
United States, Philippine Scouts, and War Department civilian personnele
Mro Allen and I became familiar with this phase of the Fhilippine program
while on temporary duty at Adjutent General Records Depository in lanila,
Philippine Islends in June and July 1949 Jhile on duty at Adjubent
General Records Depository practically all of our time was spent on
learning the various aspects of work on Project "J" records; however we
received some orienmtation on the remainder of Fhilippine records which
remained at Adjutent General Records Depository end are currently main-
‘tained thereo Even at that time it appeared that the work on Project "Jg"
records was very similar to work on the other categories of Philippine
records such as Philippine Army and guerrillase After three years of
experience on Project "J" cases and observation or records and reports
received from Adjutant General Records Depository this similarity is

oven more evidente It is believed that the orgemization proposed in
February 1949 is still basically sound to handle the World War IT Philip-
pine records if it is determined that all such records are to be retired
to this Cemter; however, based on knowledge acquired since that time an
‘these records same changes appear to be desireble, particularly in con-
nection with grade allocation, in view of the extensive investigations
necessary and the lack of official records in a large number of casess
We have therefore, plennsd a revised temtative organizationdesigned to
process the Pnilippine records and cases at this times An organizational
chart of this proposed section is attacheds (Tab B)

8+ Since no information is available in this Branch as to the back-
log or the current average receipts of gases in Adjutant General Records
Depository on Fhilippine Army and Guerrilla persommel, it is impossible
to estimate at this time the exact mmber of persomnel that will be re-
quired in Demobilized Persommel Records Branch if such work is to be pro-
cessed here. However, the organization has been planmed to include
severby-five (75) peoples Inasmuch as there are approximately fifteen
(15) people now required on Project "J" work the remaining sixty (60)
clerks are proposed for work on other categories of Philippine recordss
When information is available as to the work load included in the pro-
posed transfer personmel requirements can be adjusted accordinglys It is
estimated that the work load will be distributed sbout equally between
correspondence cases, cases requiring determinations, and requests from
the Veterans Adninistration; therefore, it is recammended that separate
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uite be established for each of these categories of cases as shown on
the proposed organizational chart.

9. A chart containing the names of persannel who have had experience
on working Project "J" cases and who are believed to be well gualified to
work other Philippine cases will be furnished if desired.

2 Incls
1. Tab A
2, Tab B

ROBERT E. WYRSCH
Supervisor, Casualty Unit
W 11 Correspondence Section
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DEMOBILIZED PERSONNEL RECORDS BRANCH

Fhilippine Sec

tion

Heedquarters

1 Chief Clerk
1 A4sst Chief Clerk
1 Cclerk-Stemo
1 Clerk-Typist
Correspondence Unit Adjudication Unit
1 Corr Unit Supv @8-7  (cupp) 1 Claims Examiner (Supv) GS-7 (Allen)
2 corr Clerk (R&A) G8-6  (Amos) 2 Claims Examiner GS-6 (Imhof)
(Evans)* (Pape)*
Ly corr Clerk G8-5  (kidd) 6 Cleims Exeminer GS-5 (Rigdon)
(Green)* Williams)
2 gorr Clerk (R) GS-5  (Huhn) )* 1 Claims Examiner (R) 6S=5(1ioge Inickti )
6 Corr Clerk GS-L  (Sewon) L Claims Examiner 68y
Seal 3 Clerk-Steno GS-3 (Vvarble)
2 G8-3 2 Clerk-Typist 653
2 k-Typist G5-3 1 Mail & File Clerk G8-3
1 Kail & lqle Clerk GS-3  (vohl) 0
PO
‘terans Administration Unit Records Unit ]
S = Hoadquarters
1 clerk (Supv) G8-6 (Giese) T clerk (Supv) G8=5 (Votaw)x
2 clerk (R) G8-5 (Jobe) 1 Clerk (Steno) G8-3
6 Clerk-Typist 68l (Thomas)s || | Pers Rec SAI
(Gaillard)* Tclerk G8-L
2 clerk (R) Sl (Pohlman)#* 1 File Clerk G8-3
8 Clerk-lypist G8-3 L File Clerk 6s5-2
1 Mail & File Clerk 68-3 Archive Rec S/
23_,—,————-’—-' L 2 Clerk

2 Glerk
T
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9 February 1949

MEHORANDUM T0: Hr. Kemney,
Chief Clerk,
Dencbilized Persomnel Records Branch

SUBJECT 2 Proposed Plans for Retirement of Project "J"
Functions and Records to Demobilized Personnel
Records Branch

le In with your in ions of 17 Jenuary 1948
& oaroful study of all aveilable data perteining to the proposal
to transfer Project "J" files and functions to Demobilized
Persomnel Records Branch, Records Administration Cember, from
‘the Philippine-Ryukyus Comnand, Manila, Fhilippine Islends, has
boen mades Inasmuch as the administration of the arrears in
pay progrem, determinations of status under the Missing Persons
Act, and related functions, were to be completed on 30 June
1948, the major function of Project "J" to be administered e
Demobilized Persomel Records Brench is in comection with the
certificetion of military and medicel information to the
Vetorans Administration for use in the adjudication of claims
for dissbility oompensation, desth benefits, and Netiomal
Service Life I by persomel classified as
Projoct "J" and their dependentss Froject "J" personnel con-
sists of all men, living or deceased, who served in the Fhil-
ippine Islands between 8 Decembor 1941 and 30 June 1946, with
the Armed Forces of t he United States, including the organized
military forces of the Commomwealth of the Government of the
Philippines while in the service of the United States pursuant
‘o the military order of the Fresidemt of the United States
dated 26 July 1941, and all individuals who performed recog-
nized guerrilla service in the Philippine Islands during that
periods

2. Although authorization for original determim tions
of status under the arrears in pay program ended 30 June 1948,
negotiations with the Fhilippine Govermmez resulted in the
agreement that eppeals from original determimations were to be
acted upon until 30 June 1949+ Inasmuch as Project "J" files
must be used in connection with these appeals it is believed
that a considerable amount of correspondence will be received
oven after 30 June 1949 concerning arrears in paye In June 1948
it was reported that approximately 500 to 1,000 requests were
being received daily from living claimants and their represent-
atives regarding claims for arrears in pay. A large percentage
of these requests can probably be answered by form letters
stabing thet the project is oampleted and funds are no longer
available for payment; however it is assumed that many requests
will slso be received from high ranking Philippine officials
necessitating & large mumber of composed letterse
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3. Since the Veterans Adninistration was given secondary
considerstion in connection with Project "J" operations wntil
30 June 1948 because of the Gime limits esteblished for ad.
judication of errears in pay claims, a great emount of friction
was established betwoen the Veterans Administration Regional
Office and the Department of the Army in the Fhilippines. The
Veterans Adninistrabion had not specifically made known the
exact type of information they required for the proper adjudi-
cation of their claimse Reports furnished to the Veterans
Administration b y the Recovered Personnel Division varied
from an infornation copy of the determination status to a com-
plete report of aveilsble informations When the arrears in
pay progrem wes in full operatim as many as 1,000 clains for
pay were canpleted in Recovered Personnel Division per deye
Meny of these determinations were based on vague informetion
evaileble and did not include informstion regarding mon-
casuelty stabus while not under militery control, which infor-
mation was one of the main requirements of the Veterans Admin-
istretions Representetives of the Veterens Administration
were not sabisfied with the reports furnished because of the
following reasons:

(1) VWhen service data was not aveilable in Recovered
Personnel Division, requosts were returned with
o notation to that effect

(2) Veterans Administration steted that medical
records had not been completely secured and
segregated from various agencies in the
Philippines

(3) Loyalty status was not adequately developed

The Veterans Administration folt that when service information
or medical records were not eveilable it was the responsibility
of the Department of the Army to accumulate records from ex-
tensive field investigatims, and if it were impossidle to
accumulate military and medical records that the Department of
‘the Army should furnish sufficient substitute evidence and
information obtained fram investigation to enable them to ad-
judicate cleims properly. In comnection with loyalty status

the Vetersns Administration desired that all items of derogatory
information be fully developed from investigation and that
complete reports of such investigations be furnished; end

+that positive identification be made. Inasmuch as Counter
Intelligence Corps reports on loyalty status were meager
positive idemtificetion was very difficulte

4, Due to their dissatisfication with reports furnished
the Veterans Administration during 1948 was making from 1 to 10
supplemental requests on 686% of the reports furnished. The
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4i£¢ioulby encourtered by Recovered Personnel Division in
neking satisfactory reports led to a backlog of 35,938 Vetersns
Adninistretion cases in July 1948 lany of these cases re-
quired field investigation inasmuch as 9% of the claims per-
tained b0 men who hed no record of service in Recovered Personmol
Division; 8% conoerned men whose 201 files did rot cantain
sufficient informetion regarding status, end approximately
4,500 onses required check egainst Counter Intelligence Corps
reports for loyalty clearances Another 307 of the cases were
boing delayed because the pertimemt records were being used in
connection with claims for arrears in paye Further reasons

for delay and backlog were given as lack of qualified and
eufficient personmel to prepare reports end the insufficient
umber of Amy officers aveilable to review the reportas The
necossity for making investigations and redeterminations on &
large scale is amphasized since out of 285,000 recognized
guerrillas no information other than the neme shown on approved
guerrillas rosters was available on 115,000 men who received
pey during liverstion but did not file for errears in paye

Tt was osbimated that 220,000 determinations made wnder the
Missing Persons Act were not acceptable to the Veterans Admin-
istrations A further necessity for investigation was establish-
od when it was discovered that many slterations, eresures, and
forgod signatures appeared on the affidevits and claims, because
of colleberation between Fhilippine Civilian employees and
olaiments. By January 1948, 487 ocases that showed evidence of
‘tempering with or alteration were discoverede

5. By June 1948 a totel of 1,278,646 cleims for arrears
in pay based on recognition as guerrillas had been recelved in
Projeot "J" Branch. Of this number it was deteminmed that
261,912 wero entitled to arrears in pay based om guorrilla
service. Using this figure as a basis it was estimated that
inoluding members of the Fhilippine Ammy and Fhilippime Soouts
a totsl of 475,000 valid claims for arrears in pay would be
received. Mo information is available as to the exact mumber
of claims that have been received and processede

6. Records in custody of Project "J" Branch consist of
125841ocker boxes of the following categories:

201 Files 960 Locker boxes 2400 linear feet

Archival records 298.5 " " 746025 " 8

Total

The 201 files consist of approximately 700,000 individual 201
files. Some of these files contain only one extract or paper
indicating that the person had or alleges service in the Army
of the United States or in a guwrrille waite Other files con-
fain hundreds of such extracts from various records, plus
affidavits of individuals as to their military service fram
8 December 1941 umbil retum to militery comtrol, which are
substanbiated by affidavits of persons who are alleged to
have knowledge of such services These files camstitute the
sole existing record of the Philippine Commonwelath Army,
inoluding guerrillas, while in the service of the United

3
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States, and formed the sole basis for psymemts of arrears in
pay snd the cerbification of service to the Veterans Admin-
istrationo The archival records consist of orgenizational
records, documents, diaries, reports, prisoner of War fnss.
draft rosters, death reporcs, and meny verious types of

mi soelleneous records

7o A report was recemtly received that confidential
files of the Guerrilla Affairs Division, G-3, Headquarters,
Fhilippine-Ryukyus Command had been retired to Organization
Records Branch, Records Administration Centers These files,
‘totaling 552 linear feet, contain claims for guerrilla re-
cognition, individually or as organizations; guerrills unit
files; individual non-casualty files, individual casualty
files and miscellsneous files covering the period from 1941
through June 1948, On 7 February 1949 a conference was held
with representatives of Orgenization Records Brench regarding
the contemts and activity of these filese Up to the present
‘time only 4 requests for information from these records had
Dbeen received; however mone of these requests originated in
Project "J". After checking several of these individual 201's
end orgenizatioml files of guerrilla wnits, it is believed
‘that they would be very useful in connection with the functions
of Project "J" in the development of military information for
certification to the Veterans Administrations

Inasmuch &5 the Vouchering Branch, Missing Persons
Act Sechen of the Army Finance Center is charged with the
settlement of accounts under the arrears in pay program, a
consultation was held with r epresentatives of that office on
4 February 1949, concerning their activity with Project "J",
Mre Mannis of the Army Finance Center stated that approximately
25 vouchers cancerning military persomel and 15 vouchers con-
cemning War Department civilian personnel are received fram
Recovered Fersonnel Division weekly for payments No infor-
metion is available as to whether or not these vouchers are
prepared in Project "J" Branch at the present time, however
this wes formerly one of its functions. It was further stated
‘that practically every cese contained a redetermination of status,
indicating again the inadequacy of the original determinstions
made, and the necessity for an adequate and competent adjudi=
cation and debermination unit to reconsider cleims. It was
further stated thatwuchers recd ved covered claims for which
authorizations had been made as far back as 1946 Representa-
tives of the Ammy Finance Center had no information as to
how many oleins have not as yet been paid; however they amticipate
that a large number will be received in the future for payments

9. In July 1948 it was reported that in Project "J" Branch,

4 Commissioned Officers; 1 Warrant Officer, and 3 enlisted men
of the Amy of the United States, and 148 Fhilippine Civilians
were engaged solely in processing Veterans Administration
requestss At that time it was also reported that approximately

4
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3000 Veteres Administration requests of all categories were
being received per month, anl that an average of 4000 answers
were being furnished each monthe It Was estimated thabt when
the arrears in pay program was comploted on 30 June 1948 the
additional personmel and facilities made availsble for the
Vetorans Administration progrem would increase production to
5 or 6 thousand per monthe This estimate was based on the
assumption that reports would continue to be furnisied from
informabion availsble, which as has been pointed out, was not
satisfactory to the Veterans Administrations

10. In August 1948 a conference attended by representa~
tives of the Veterans Administration Central Office and
lenila Regioml Office, The Adjutant General's Office,md
the Philippine Comand, was held in Washington, De Ce b0
disouss problems and establish procedures for the efficient
and expeditious processing of claims of Project "J" personmele
Tt was estimated that the Veterans Administration would
ultimatoely receive sbout 400,000 cleims for benefits which
they administers The following agreememts were reached at
‘the conference:

Service Information
1) Fhilippine Command, United States Amy, was
responsible for furnishing of service history
to the Veterans Administration
(2) Veterans Administrabion would accept certifi-
cation of the Philippine Command as official
(3) Vhen Veterans Administration obtained reliable
information conflicting with information
obtained from Philippine Command, the case
would be returned to Philippine Command, for
reconsideration
Field Investigations would be made only when
actual determinations could not be made from
existing recordse
(5) In’cases where no personnel file on the claimant
existed the practice of developing service
data by obtaining certificates and affidavits
wuld be continued by the Philippine Command

Medical Tnformation

T1ippine Comnend would ‘furnish original or
photostatic copies of medical records when
requested by Veterans Administration

(2) Veterans Administration was responsible for
developing secondary evidence when medical
records were not available

(3) Philippine Command would continue to make
every effort to obtain and consolidate medical
records pertaining to Philippine Commomwealth
Amy and Philippine Scout personmel

(2

g
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Loyelty Information
—%—r?r--- Comnemnd would make thorough study

of files and Philippine Govern files to
locate derogatory information and to positively
identify it as pertaining to the individual in
questions

(2) Vhere positive identification canmot be made all
information that possibly pertains to the
claimant would be furnished to the Veterans
Administration who would made final deter-
minstion enda dvise Philippine Command of
results

(3) Field investigabions necessary in conrection
with loyslty status would be made by Veterans
Adnmini stration.

11. After careful study of all the problems and recom-
mendations in conmection with the certificabion of information
to the Voterans Adninistrationand administrative functions
in comection with the completion 'of the arrears in pay pro-
gram, Gentative plans for an organization to accomplish the
mission in Demobilized Personnel Records Bramch have been
dram wpe An orgmisatioml end fuctimal chart for the

orgenization is (Tab 1) Brief outlines
of the drties and responsibilities of each Sub-Tnit of the
proposed organization, together with estimated work loads
are also attacheds (Tab 2).

12. Due to the fact that original determinations under
‘the Missing Persoms Act were to be completed by 30 June 1948
and redeterminations on appealed claims are to be completed
by 30 June 1949, no provision has been made in the orgeni-
zation for a financial sub-unit, for the purpose of preparing
vouchers or related worke Based on the volume of work presently
being handled by the Army Finance Center in connection with
Project "J" operations it is belioved that necessary duties
in connection therewith canbe handled in the proposed
Correspondence and Adjudication Sub-Units of the Fhilippine
Unit; however if the volume were to increase as is anticipated
by reprosentatives of the Amy Finance Cemter, it would be
necessary to provide more personml for this functions

13+ 1In connection with the Records Sub-Unit, proposed
allocation of personnel has been made on the assumption that
the files are in a fairly good workable condition and that
adequate consolidation of records has been carried out in
Recovered Personnel Division in view of the various recome
mendations for swh actione However, since reports indicate
‘that there are a mmber of different sections in Recovered
Personnel Division having custody of records pertinent to
Project "J" operations, and in view of the files recemtly

6
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retired to Organization Records Bramch, there is a very strong possibility

of the necessity for much consolidation or a voluminous amount of corres-
pondence with the various sections in the Philippine Commands For instance,
modical records, which in July 1948 included 38,128 original clinicel records
50,670 medical tags, end 51,760 Physical Examination Foms, are filed in
Medical Records Section of Recovered Persomel Divisione Inesmuch as the
furnishing of medical records to the Veterans Administrasion is one of the
primary objectives of the Veterans Aduinistrabion program it is believed that
these medical records should be interfiled with individual 201 files as much
as possibles Discharge cortificates and separebion forms are snother category
of records that would be extremly valuable in connection with the certification
program, since date of seperation as shown on these foms is considered to

Do the most acourate. Samples of cases processed in Project "J" Branch do

not contain any reference to these forms, and no information is available

a5 to vhab disposition was made of them or as to where they are presemtly
fileds

14. Another function formerly handled by Froject "J" Bramch was the
redetormination of status, retention rights and pay rates of War Department
civilian employees classified as Project "g"s In July 1948 it was reported
that approximately 300 requests per month for information regarding civilian
employees were being received from United Stabes government agencies and
processed in Project "J" Branch. In eddition, s proviously stated, Ammy
Finance Cember is currembly receiving sbout 15 civilian cases from Project "J"
Branch every weeks If this type of vork involving War Department civilian
employess becomes & function of the proposed Philippine Unit it is believed
thet the nocessery work could be handled in the Correspondence or Adjudication
Sub-Unitse

16. Tt is bolieved that an organization of the type proposed would be
able o provide satisfactory service to the Veterans Administration and to
edminister all other mecessary functions edequately; however the plens must
be omsidered ss tembative and very flexible in view of the number of possible
functims that may necessitate revision of the plense These functians cen
be definitely detormined only by a first hand sbudy of the scope and details
of the work and experieme geined by actual performance of the worke

/s/ Johm Ee Schoemmen
John H. Schoenmen

/s/ Robert E. Wyrsch
Robert E. Wyrsch
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PHILIPPTNE UNIT

Tab 2

Tndex

Control md Distribution Sub-Tnit
Correspondence Sub-Unite
Adjudication Sub-Unite

Veterens Administration Sub-Unite

Records Sub-Unite
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PHILIPPINE UNIT

Control and Distribution Sub-Thnite

FUNCTION:

Control and Distribution Sub-Unitreceives all correspondence and
VA requests routed to the Unit and is responsible for the proper

distribution and routing to the Sub-Unit concerneds

Determines importent cases and gives priority theretoo

Submits reports of the volume of correspondence and VA 5101
requests received daily and the mmber of requests on hand at the close

of the working week.

ESTIMATED WORK LOAD:

Per Month
3,300 Correspondence requests monthlye

3,000 Original VA 5101's (A-B-C-D) requests monthlya

500 Discharge Certificates, Statement of Service, etce

DECLASSIFIED
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----- Estimated 400,000 original VA requests to be received by

this Unite

76,800 Total indicated work load per monthe
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PHILIPPINE UNIT
Correspondence Sub-Unit

FUNCTION:

The Correspondence Sub-Unit is charged with the preparation of
final replies to all correspondence received in the Unit that does
not involve investigabion or determinatione Such i
received from Congressionsl representatives of the United States and
foreign goverrment; United States Army Staff; Ambassadorial and Con-
sular representetives of the United States and Philippine goverrments;
Headquarters, Far East Command; Office of the Commending General, FHIL-
RYUKYUS Command; Department of the Army agencies; Finance Department
agencies; govermment agencies, individusls on policy-meking levels in
‘the Vetersns Adninistration snd in the Philippine Goverrment, and from
claiments and their rep ivese repared consists
of reporting the status of individuel cases to claimants or represent-
atives; justifying certain determinations of status and grades as a
result of inquiries from The Adjutant General, Departmenmt of the Army;
furnishing pay date end other pertinent data relative to grades and
status to the Finance Office, United Stetes Army; and furnishing infor-
mation requested by diplomatic or high level agencies of the United
States and foreign governmentse Depending on the nature and scope of
the correspondence, replies vill be prepared for the signature of the
Commending Officer, Records Administration Center, The Adjutamt Gen~
erel; or Secretary of the Armye

DECLASSIFI
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ESTIMATED WORK LOAD:

Per lonth
T1,57Z Averege mmber of requests received monthly reported in
July 19484
1,700  Preparing replies to olaimants in lieu of verbal replies
formerly furnished by Interview Sectione
3,272 Totel indicated work load per monthe

Yo information availsble regarding backlog or of volume or
type of receipts since July 1948
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Correspondence Sub-Unit
FUNCTION:

The Correspondence Sub-Unit is charged with the preparation of
£inal replies to all correspondence received in the Unit that does
not involve investigation or ination, x is
received from Congressionsl representetives of the United States end
foreign goverment; United States Army Staff; Ambessadoriel and Con-
suler representatives of the United States and Philippine goverrments;
Headquarters, Far East Command; Office of the Commending General, FHII-
RYUKYUS Command; Department of the Army agencies; Finance Department
agencies; government agencies, individuals on policy-meking levels in
the Vetersns Administration md in the Philippine Governmemt, and from
claiments and their representativess Correspondence prepered consists
of reporting the status of individuel cases to claimants or represemt-
atives; justifying certain determinabions of status and grades as a
result of inquiries from The Adjutent Gemeral, Dopartmemt of the Army;
furnishirg pey dete end other pertinent dsta relative to grades and
status to the Finance Office, United Stetes Amy; end furnishing infor-
mation requested by diplomebic or high level agencies of the United
States md foreign governmentss Depending on the nature and scope of
the correspondence, replies will be prepared for the signature of the
Commanding 0fficer, Records Administration Conter, The Adjutamt Gen-
eral; or Secretary of the Armye
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ESTIMATED WORK IOAD:

Per Month
1,572  Averege number of requests received monthly reported in
July 19484
1,700 Preparing replies to claimants in lieu of verbal replies
formerly furnished by Interview Sectione
3,272 Totel indicated work load per monthe

Yo information availshle regarding backlog or of volume or
type of receipts since July 1948
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Adjudication Sub-Unit

FUNCTION:

The Adjudication Sub-Unit is charged with the responsibility of
conducting investigations and meking origiral determimtions or re-
determinations in connection with correspondence received and vitl
the certificetion of militery and medical information to the Veterans
Administration. Determinations and redeterminations pertein to mil-
itery status end grades under the Missing Persons Act; resolving pre-
sumptive findings of death to obtain comclusive evidence of stabus end
death, ad’n]nlsten.ng claims of Aerican repatristed military personnel
ns involve the of information
pertmmng to military end medical records of Froject "J" personnel;
development of information regarding loyalty status and the prepara-
tion of correspondence necessary to complete such investigationse This
sub-unit is slso responsible for the detection end investigation of
claims in which there is an indication of tempering with and/or al-
teration of records or affidavits; the preparation, emendment and issue
of discharge certificates or certificates of service; preparation and
trensmittal of casualty reports; and the preparation of payroll for
settlement of smount due on appesal cases where there is a redetermina~
tion of status, dstes, grades under the Missing Persons Act. Respon-
sible for the interpretation and translation of all inquiries received
in Spanish or Philippine dialects, and the preperabion of all corres-
pondence in which it is necessary to reply in Spenish or Fhilippine
dialectse

L]
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ESTIMATED WORK LOAD:

Per_Month
1,559 Redeterminations and adjudication of status and gradese
300 Action of discharge certificates.
1,020 Anticipated sctivity in connection with Veterans Adminis-
tretion 8101's inwolving investigation or redeterminationse
(9% of claims concern men who have no record of service an
file - 8% of claims pertein to men whose 201 files do not
contain information acceptable to the Veterans Administra-
tion) Total 17% of 6,000«
560 Anti cipated activity in conmection With correspondence
casese Total 177 of 3,300
ki) Total indicated work load per monthe

Vo information regarding volume of casualty reports pre=
pared; however, 3 people were amployed in this work in
Project "J" Branche
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Veterans Adninistresion Sub-Unit

FURCTION :

Veterens Administration Sub-Unit is charged with the certifica~
tion of military and medical reports to the Veterens Administration
for use in the adjudication of claims for dissbility compensation ben-
ofits, death benefits, National Service Life Insurence, end in a few
cases vocationsl rehebilitetionb enefitss Requests are received and
replies furnished on Veterans Administrabion Forms 5101, 51014, 31013,
3101C, and 5101D, prescribed for use by the Veterans Administration
Regional Office, lanila, Fhilippine Islandce

This Sub-Unit furrishes information to the Veterans Adninistri
tion fram the medicel and service records of veterans who served in the
Philippine Islands in the Armed Forces of the Uhited States, including
organized military forces of the Government of the Commonwealth of the
Philippines in service of the United States pursuant to the Military
Order of the President of the United States dated 26 July 1941, and of
individuals who performed guerrilla service recognized by the Amy of
the United Statess Service information furnished includes dabe of
entrance into end release from active service; cheracter of discharge;
organizations in which served; dates of interruptions of service and
stetus during such periods, end all basic elements of services led-
ical information includes all evidence regarding disabilities, injuries,
illness sustained in active service and any record of treatment therecofe
Reports must also include all derogatory information regarding submer-
sive activities, or reports to the effect that loyalty status is mot in
questions Sub-Unit responsible for maintaining adequate suspense sys-
tem to insure that reports are furnished in the order of prioritye { d
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ESTIMATED WORK LOAD:

Per Month
5,000 Existing Backlog - 36,000 to be eliminated in one yeara

3,000 Original and supplemental requests per manthe
(2,100 original and 900 supplemental)
5,000 Total indicated work load per monthe
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Records Sub-Unit
201 Files
Archivael Files
FUNCTION ¢

201 Files
To service 700,000 to 1,000,000 201 files (2,400 linear feet) and
o furnish the 201 files perbaining to requests from the Veterans Ad-
ministrebion, Military correspondence and Non-military correspondence
which perbains to former members of the Philippine Scouts, Army of the
United States, and Guerrilla p recognized an: ized
who served in the Philippine Islands during the period 8 Dec 1941 o
30 June 19464

Charging out all 201 files with a charge out card on which the
following informabion will be recorded: Neme, ASH, date charged out,
Sub-Unit requesting the 201 files

Refiles 201 files returned from the Sub-Unitse
Makes extensive search for lost 201 filese

Centralization into one 201 file of all service and medical records
of individuals who served in the Philippines with the Armed Forces of
the United Staess

Archivel Files

To service 746425 linear Feet of Archival files and the process-
ing, olassifying snd extracting material of archival nmature received
from the fields Eachreference to personnel who may possibly come under
the Philippine Commonwealth Army extracted, (name, rank, ASN, or-
ganization, archival file number) and transmitted to the 201 file for
reference in subjects filee i
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ESTIMATED WORK LOAD:

Sesrohing Por Month
3,300  Correspondence Cases
6,000 Veterans Administration Cases
500 Miscellaneous Cases
9,800 Total Indicated Searches Per Momth

Refiles Per Honth
9,800 Refile completed cases

To figures availsble regarding receipt of mew filing
material or consolidstion necessarye
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Archivel
Searching Per lonth
3,000 In counection with redeterminations and investigationse

Yo figures availsble regarding receipt of new material
or consolidetion necessarye

s8s
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MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. MALEY
Chief Clerk, DPRB

1. In connection with our recent conversation regerding the possible
trensfer of Philippine records and functions relating thereto from Adjutent
General Recards Depository to Demobilized Personnel Records Brauch, I

have discussed this matter with Mr. Allen and have considered matters be
1lieved pertinent to the ostablishment of & Section in Demobilized Persomnel
Records Branch whioh would be abls to process the necessary functions.

2. Based on available information, observation and study of records,
and examination of reports received from Adjutant General Records Deposi-
tory on USAFFB, Philippine Army end oivilian guerrilla personnel, it is
believed thet records and cases rolating thereto could be handled in this
branch without undue difficulty. Since the Missing Persons Act (Public
Law L0, 77th Congross, as emended) is the basic law under which all World
War IT Philippine cases are processed, work on all categories of Fhilippine
ceses should be very similer. It appoars that the major problem involved
would be the coordination necessary Lo assurs that the interpretations used
in cases pertaining to Philippine Scouts, Army of the United States and
Depariment of the Army civilian employees are the same as those used on
sases pertaining to Philippine Aruy md guerrdlla persomnel. No doubt it
would be ry to make a study of the policies and pro-
cedures now being used at Adjutant General Records Depository in process-
ing Philippine Army and guerrilla cases; however, that is true when any new
eategory of cases or records ere received.

3. In connection with Philippine Army and guerrilla records, during
the past few years this Branch has had custody of the original records of
the Guerrilla Affairs Division. Since the recognition of gverrilla s rvinl
was governed by determinations of the Guerrilla Affairs Division, the
perience that we have gained in working with the records of the Guorrilia
Affairs Division on Projeot "J" cases should be very pertiment to the pro-
cessing of Philippine cases other than Project "J".

L. TInasmuch as the guerrilla recognition progrem end the arrears in
pay program have been closed for several years, it appears thet the major
funotions remaining in Adjutant Gemeral Records Depository are the furnish-
ing of service information to various agencies and individuals from determi-
nations already made; the determination or redetermination of military
status of individuals based on records and evidence received since the
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original determinations were made; and the redetermination of casualty
status on porsonnol who have beon granted status under the Missing
Porsons Act. Examination of records pertaining to Philippine Army and
guerrilla personnel received from Adjutant General Records Depository
shows that service reports, de ons and ons are made
by Adjutant General Rocords Depository in the same mannor in which such
cases are processed in Demobilized Persommel Records Branch on Project
"J" personnel.

5. During the past yoar we have been receiving approximately £ifty
per week containing claims for recognition as the result of
allegod service with the armed forces of the United States in the Philip-
pine Islands during World Wer II. BSince meny of these requests were ad-
dressod to the President, Chief of Staff, Secretary of Defense and govern-
mental officials in Washington, it was necessary for this office to request
information on which to base a reply from Adjutent Gemeral Records Deposi-
tory. In practically all the reports received from Adjutent General Records
Depository on these cases statements regarding the individual's service
were furnished together with information that the recognition progrem and/or
arrears in pay program were closed and that, therefore, there was no
authority for taking eny further action on the request. Action taken by
Adjutant Gemeral Records Depository on cases of this nature appears to be
very similar to actions taken in this office on records mainteined here.

6. It is believed that personnel now assigned to Demobilized Person-
nel Records Branch working on Projoct "J" eases are well qualified and
have an excellont background to form the mucleus of an organization de-
signed o process Philippine cages of all categories. Personnel working
on Project "J" cases have used the Guerrilla Affairs Division records
extensively in oonnection with cases pertaining to Projeot "J" personnel
who also served in guerrilla organizations after the surrender of Bataan
or release from Prisomer of War camps. The experience gained in working
on thess records and in processing Project "J" cases under the provisions
of the Missing Persoms Aot should be of great value to these persomnel in
connection with the processing of cases pertaining to Philippine Army and
guerrilla personnel.

7+ There is attached (Teb A) for your information a eopy of memo=
randum dated 9 February 1949 containing proposed plans for transfer of
Project "J" records and fwnctions to Demcbilized Personnel Records Bramch.
These proposed plans were formulated by the undersigned in eon junetion
with Mr. Schosrmen (no longer with Demobilized Persomnel Records Braneh)
during the period December 1948 to February 19L9, after a study was made
of the Philippine program from information then available, which indieated
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+hat Project "J" included the records of all Philippine persomnel who
served with the Armed Forces of the United States in the Philippine
Islands during World War II. Shortly after these plans were made infor-
mation was received that the Project "J" records which were being trans-
fored to Demobilized Personnel Records Branch pertained only to Army of
United States, Philippine Scouts, and War Department oivilian personnel.
Mr. Allen and I became familiar with this phase of the Philippine program
while on temporary duty at Adjutent General Records Depository in Manmila,
Philippine Islands in June and July 1949. While on duty at Adjutant
Genoral Records Depository practically all of our time was spent on
learning the various aspects of work on Project "J" records; however we

some on the of Philippine records which
remained at Adjutant General Records Depository and are currently main-
tained there. Bven at that time it appeared that the work om Projoct "g"
records was very similar to wark on the other categories of Philippine
records such as Fhilippine Army and guerrillas. After three years of
experience on Project "J" cases and observation or records and reports
received from Adjutant General Records Depository this similarity is
even more ovident. It ic belioved that the organization proposed in
Fobruary 1919 is still basieally sound o handle the World War IT Philip-
Pine records if it is determined that all such records are to be retired
%o this Center; however, based on knowledge acquired since that time on
these records some changes appear to be desirable, particularly in con-
meotion with grade allocation, in view of the extensive investigations
Decossary and the lack of of ficial records in a large number of cases.
We havo therefore, planned a revised tentative organization designed to
process the Philippine records and cases at this time. An organizational
ohart of this proposed section is attached. (Tab B)

8. Since no information is evailable in this Branch as to the back-
log or the current average recoipts of cases in Adjutant General Records
Depository on Philippine Army sad Guerrilla persomnel, it is mpossible
o estimato at this time the exact mumber of persomnel that will be re-
quired in Demobilized Persomnel Records Branch if such work is to be pro-
cessed hers. However, the organization has been plamed to include
seventy-five (75) people. Inasmuch as there are approximately fifteen
(15) people now required om Project "J" work the remaining sixty (60)
clerks are proposed for work on other categories of Philippine records.
When infornation is avwailable as to the work load included in the pro-
posed tranafer personnel requirements can be adjusted accordingly. It is
estimated that the work load will be distributed about equally between
gcorrespondonce cases, cases requiring determinations, and requests from
the Votersns Administration; therefore, it is recammended that separate
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of cases as shown on
be established for each of thess catesories
:?int;ropoud organisational chart.
exporience on workizg Proje
Gualified to work on other

The names of personnel who have had

ot "" cases and are belicved to be well
Foilippine cases have been entered opposite
uA%Sob in which they should be most valuble and qualifiod, Personnel

e o smes are preceded by an ssterisk have worked proviously on Projeot
Vg bub ere currently assigned to other units in World war II Correspondence
sootion, Domcbilized Persomnsl Records Branch.

2 Inecls ROBERT E. WYRSCH
1. Teb A Bupervisor, Casualty Unit
2. Tedb B

Wi II Correspondence Section
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