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REPJRT ON THE HEALTH
CUEDITIUN OF (AR PHISUNERS AT THE OSAKA
Al FRALEAREE" 1hTewileci] CAXPS

-

L

Conearning The H&althﬁgf
%ar prieoners

1. General Gonditlon Of Patiente;

Whe=h the Qmsaka Tar fFriscners? Lﬁtarnmant Caups
received srisoners of war for the Tiret time on vat-
ober 11, 1742, slmoet all of them wers gifferera of
umaéhaah dysentery. The Lisbon Haru, on which they

iy .

were transeferred to Japan, hed hesn sunk, and they

were rescued and =ent to the (Osalke Var priscaoers!

Elﬂpl- E
Qﬁl-tuira of them wére sericusly {11. About 120
of Zxum the most serious cases, whose {nternsent in

Jmala ia; gongldered unwise, were sent to the Hiroe

TLEL, GHTE Aoyiny
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shisa Argy Hoepital, and some cthers to the Osaka
Aramy Hospitel, Those coumparatively light oases

. Were gusrantined in & hurriedly uutnblinrhuﬁ iso-
1stion hospitsl within the municipal athletic ground
&t Iochioka, Osaka(a branch of the ZentsuJ]li Intern=
ment Camp until the esteblishment of the {JiﬂEI.IIII-'t-
ternment {:an;u)-'

Generally, the p!‘llﬂ!’lﬂr; ef war at.that tioe
I:lfl Yery tm;ut_td and looked axi:r&ml_ly exhausted.
As we n{ﬁaiﬂd an unexpectedly great number of war
prisoners contracted with infettious digeases, med-
iocal preparetions were not llﬁ?f‘lﬁiﬁnt and, nasafin-—
t.l_unl between the Army ﬁuthnritiﬂe and the Army
hespltels for nqppl;fing medical mp;lié: for the war
- pril.lannrt did not go very smootnly or 'Eﬁtilf:ﬂﬂturil‘;’f- ,
At & ru.ult the officersof the Inturnmmlt.' Camps in-
aluding myself, offsred all the Qdiaine we had
getocted at our homes and helped them it of a nrllli'l
in acae way or other.

Later, large numbers of war priscners conti-
nuously esent from the HSoutn were -gramnllr trens-
ferred to 1nur Internment Camps. Proably owing to
melnutrition abreoad, however, those qur-'rl.lnsl: from
beriberi, underncurishment, and ehronic diarrhoesa,

]

all.of which were caused by m=lmutrition, totaled

SLI.GL QI Aiowny
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Bg# of- the patiente. -
Due to this, the reccvery of their health was '
very slow. Ae the surgesn expresscd hie view that

it was lmposeible to cure them wita only medicine,
&

211 the officers of ihe Internsent Campe did their

gimust 9 glve theu better ndtrimunta.

Generally, ebout- 70 of all the war prisoners '

" Who were transferred frem abroad 1o ouf Internment

Campe were Very naanau-wd. They ware anemic and
veak. But by dint of thﬁ efforte of 'Lh&_ﬂffitﬂw_ﬁ'l‘n
-i-n nhal;ga‘ of tha Ga;npn safferers of malnutrition
rapidly decraased in number ahout gni yosr after
the opening of the Internaent 'ﬂm_en aa lthut very
few sulferers were later found. - ; |

As the war priscners iransferred into ..Th:_aln
from t.na-' Enu-tn were geneTally unacdusiomed to the

gljm=te, clothing, food, and habitation of Japan,

* & faifly large number of thea wmere afflicted by

pheumonis during their firet #intey in Japan. From

. ihe sedcnd uﬁur, howaver, casoz uf pneumcnia re-
marka RLy dacisaved : .

Those who died of 1llnsas fres the time they §

were int-rned up to saptemcer 1, 1545, mumbered

about 1,280,

TLFIL, QT Awoyiny
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About 17 war priscners died cof their own cars-
1ll!ntln and nistakes while ;ngngud in work. :

- Five di-n_at surns ur'§pﬁu: during air ralds.

It 1s regratiadle to sy that the accurate
nimber of dead cannot %8 given now, for sll the
&nnum;nt: connected with the health conditions gof
the Jar prisoners hgﬁl besn mhmit::tud to the War
Primsoners' Information Buresu and e have no date
hers in ﬁuf Interoment Camps.

£« Sanitary Facilities:;

(a) As we received an unexpectedly 1£rgilnﬁnhur
of war pfi.ﬂﬂl?l contraated with infectioue diseases,
we socommodated the peotients in the former branch of -
the itnt:ﬁjl “er Prisonere' Internsent Camp nt.Inh;f,
oka, usFRn. a tlnparnri feclation hospital.,

(b) Whenever caees of esericus illpneses broke aut;
they were sent to the JIE:"EE Aray Hoaspital.

{-uj Al thi begioning of 1*,31}1.5, a War prisoners’
hospital, uni¢n1!aa no less comfortable thsn the
-'.:';uﬁim Army Hospital in every respect, 'l'na. uai‘.ahlilhl-d; ;
o place of scenic hesuty in Kobe. Although 4t

contributed grestly towsrd the medical trestment of -

R i —

miny sérious csses, it was burnt do¥n in the =ir raid
in June, 1945. Ever since, the former Havssakl annex '

served as & teamperary hogpltal. 3Sut the patlients

[
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S

“were later moved to the hospitsl attached to the
Japan Red Gross ﬂaul:tr-in Onaka. :

(d) In order to.leave nothing to be deaired,
we furniched eeeh wedioal office with inink-ruuu..
a elinic, & husiness room for keeping recerds,
private rocas for the medical corps(war prilan!r-}
and medical impedimenia, conforming to the medicel
office of the Japanese Army.

- Hedisal Corpa:

r{ljlfu_tuuﬂ intarnment camp, we atteched several
mem-ere of & wedical nufpl,_innlu&ihg .H surgeon of
the same nltiaullltr. | |

1{b1 The Jepanese Army permenently posted a Enn-
cormissioned medical officer i esch camp =nd hed
him .n-,;”“ in the trestment of patiente in fyll sol-

- laboration with the meuders of the wmedical ﬂﬁt:p'l 1
(war pr!.:unl;rn}.

" (e) To the War Prisoners' Hospital(in Kobe) .
we dotailed abla surgscnz and meabsrs of the medi-
a1 corps(war yrisoners) of sll nstionslities, %o
thet the patients could be socorded squal medical

treatuent.

o il
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(d@) There were four Japanese suricons, inelud-
ing the director of the YWar priscners Hospitel. The
.three others, taking up ihair abode at the ﬂlahl}
War Prisoners' Ommpa, 1nap¥;tad aﬁer;_nnﬂp t%o or
three times s week in order ts know ihe condition
of the petients and give inetructisns recarding
their medical traztmlnt;

Ye Allmenmiaiion:

The chief of the-annku Internnent Canps and
nis men attached the greatest importance to the
preaservatioh of the health of ths war princﬁarui
Thus, ™e h;ld a phytic%l.axnminutian and welighed
them every montih, and made them I.'H-E.I‘EIE; their bodles
vith £%dry towel. and gargle every morning in order
to F--Q their lk!n'itrnng; The gquantiry of calories
Elven them Was calculated u%nry 10 days. T

Inasmuch as the weight of the body is so to
speak the "barometer" of the physical unnditiﬁn gf
;hu war prisoners, we recorded a list of thelr
weights every .'I-:}ni;h- Taking a sarious view of any
inoreass or decrease in thnir'wlr%ht. I ealled the. °
attention of emoh chief ﬁf.tﬂarﬁumps to the preserv-

etion of the health of the war prisgners.

= ]
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Also thinking mush of food oalory, I urged

the intendants tu-nnalinrﬁtu the nutriment for the

War priscners. We let the wor prisoners cook food *

=

for themselves so, that they umight make it socording

%o their Tenoy. We alpo exerpieed cere feor the

- patisnts’ food and alweye made efforte for progur=

lﬁg soup of ¢ow bones and other nutrimente rich in
fet and albumen, - -
Furthermore, generally once in tnr:nIMnnthn,
the chief of the Internment Gnﬁpa, acgompanied by
surgeons, instruceted the officers of each nnmﬁ how
to preserve the health of the war prisonere.
e Pr:t:ntiﬁn of Epidemios:
1;. soon 8§ ithe war prisoners wers tr&nnfﬂrrad1
from adroad to our Internssnt Campe, we gave injleci=-
1aﬁ-{fur'typhus. cholera, and dysentery) and vacein-'
eted all of them. @&ince then, We injected them
periodically onee = yeéar, doing axX¥ our best to
prevent the oulbreak of infectious diseases. Thanks
to our efforts, not a single caee -of infectious dis-
ense hrnhn out after the arrival of the Lilh?n Marus
6. Eedicel”supplies: '
The supply of supplies was not smcoth at the

heginning of the establishment of our Internment

—

SLTRL, QRN Auoyiny
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ﬂlﬂif. Put it bscame gradually smoother from about
four monthe after their estanlishment end no trouble
whatever cceurred in th; medice]l treatment from thenm.
Fr&m thet time.on up to date, we hﬂvé been supplied
¥ith wedical supplles and applisnces in #ufr1¢1=ﬂt
qulntitill and have bean distribatlng them to lnﬂh
internment eamp for ihe use of ¥ar priscnerse
MeanWhile, »e received large quantities of

medical suppliee from the 4.3. Bed Croes Society Iur

‘the relief of war prisondrs on several otcasions from

about the end of 194% and dist ribjtaﬁ all of them to
avery int:rnment camp equally. - -
%e have bu;n T8ing S0 th the medical supplies ;f
138 Jagansse Arﬁy and jhﬁsu schAt from the u.E--Eud
Cross ¥“ocisty so that the madicnl-trﬂat¢;n1 of the
War priscners could be made doubly sure. ]
In shert, we hneve been tsking ﬁtmﬂut care of
the héslth of the er prﬁfun;r: during the laet thrlﬂl
Yyears. We have been 'paying utMﬂHt.Effnrtt te have
lhuu!"--nuint-d end exhausted persons coming from
etresd overcome the climste of Japan and harmonize

4 - L ]
their clothing, food, and ha“itaiion, vhich are.

, utterly different from ithose of the Japanese.

¢

| SZoSZ O houny
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As 2 result, =1l the war prisoners remarkably
lmproved in health one yesar after tuelr arrival in

L]

o ApEN«

o Eeptember 10, 1945,
Celonel Sotaro murata,
Chief of the Omake Wer Priscners!

Internpment Campa.

RULEZL QO Auoyiny
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DOCUMENT FECEIVED FROM LT. HAZUmA NIFPON ARMY CAMFP COM4ANDER OF
OEYAMA FW CAMP OSAKA CAlP NO. 3.
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IV

DOCUMENT CEIVED FROM LT. HAZUyA NIFPON ARyY CAMP COMMANDER OF
QEYAMA FW CAMP OSAKA CAMP NO. 3.
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w gy ERLHED

HEADQUARTERS CAMP NO, 3
OEYAMA] JAPAN

September E‘ 1945
\
y

I'0 WHOM IT MAY CONC "RM:

I certify that sinece the surrender, Sept. 2, 1945, Camp
ﬂayama has been plased in my command and the Japanese camp Eunpliaﬂ,
Soma of

Clothes, Focd, Fuel, ets., offersd to me for Camp use.
these aupplies h&?e been accepted and used,; while most of them
were not needed and have been laft in the hands of the Japanese,

JOHN J. MARTIN,
Major, U. S5. A.
Commanding.

- —HHuIssvIoaq
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Tan’ OSAEA PRISONER OF WAR CAMP
| OEYAMA BSUB-CAMP

September 9, 1945

FROM: Lieut. Hazama.
TO: Ma jor John J. Martin, U.S5. Army.

SUBJECT: Arms and Ammunition.

le In compliance with Instruetions from Headquarters,
OUsaks, the following items: of Armes and Ammunition are given
over to your controls

Swords ----- Sal]
Rifleg =-=======5
Favonetge—=—ece==b

Hounds ammunitionl5s0

Vo ag

\f—

l1at. Ind.

Hg., Camp Wo. 3, Ceyama, Japan, Sept. %, 1945, TO: Lieut.
Hazama, Usaka Frisoner of War Camp, Oevama, Japan,

l. Receipt of above named articles ls acknowledged
this date.

JOHN J. MARTIN,
hajor, T.5.4,
Command ing.

Loy
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USAKA PRISONER OF WAR OEYAMA SUB=GCAMP REPORT
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NUMBER III CAMP {ﬂEY%MA SUR=CAME) HIPORT

General Situation
l. Opening of Cemp
18th Year of Showa,
(A.D., August 20, 19
2. Course of Internment

Saptamber 2, 1947
Januery 7, 1944
August 5 & 86, 1944

Aprll &, 1545

May 17, 1945
July 27, 1945

Augnst 31, 1645

September 2, 1945

L

20th day of August

43) )

Tranaferred from the Hong Kong FP.0.W, Camp”

800 Nop=Commissioned O0ffic-=rs and T-".l.‘.‘».‘:ll'l&l;:.essl
(British and Canadian)

Traneferred from the Hong Kong FP.0.W. Camp

100 Mon=Commissioned Officers and Privates
(British and Canadian)

Trangferrad from the Phillppines FP.0.W. Camp

200 Non=Commissioned ﬂfficﬁrw and Privates
(American, & Officers included)

rransferrad from the (Osaka Maln Camp,
gumori Sub=‘amp (Yo, 13), Taisho Sub=-
Camp (Ro. 10), Yodogawa Camp (llo. B),

Amazasaki Camp (No. 6)

%9 Officers {Rmerinan, British, Australian,

Duteh, and Vorweglan)

rpensferred from the Vodogawa Camp (No. 3)
181 Non-Commissioned (Officers and Privates
(American) |

Tranzferred £D the Tohoku Army Distriet:

B Non-Commigsioned Officers and Privates

[ American)

Transferred to the Osaka Main Camp

& Officers (Eritish)

Teenaferred to the Takebu Sub-lamp

5 ﬂffiua&; and Non' Commissioned Offlcers

(Australian, British, and Canadian)

i

. HNRE



%

' :
Many of f 3] JFIgnnara on the firat and saumnd dreft of

Hritish andﬂ&rndjéqn interned in the Cevanms %uh-ﬂamp ware

men who had baan hﬂqnitalizeﬂ or had been 111 in the Hnng Kung

)
P.0.MN, Camp, jfhaugn;;n a we=kened condition, as soon a3 thev

| /i
wers dischargﬂﬂ frambtua nospitel, t'ey were sent to Nipron,

-Hunnasuuentlr’nn arrﬂvlng in Nivpon, many of the men were 111

<+ gp in = weakened. staﬁeimf health.-

ment of the healthﬁﬁnn&itian and I apoointed

For this raﬂﬂﬁg I placed most importonce in the improves

gsanlor non-gom-

missioned nffia@jﬁ ge camp suervisors in order to maintain

harmonious relations’ between the Nipponese

-

Camp Stafl and the

urisnnnrs.,.ﬁurthafﬁqrﬁ I exerted my hest efforts townrds

improving the gecommodations, revising the diet and ste., in

order to make this cemp & large and larnv “ome.

Eﬂjtunately. I was able to underztand the mrisonesrs!

QAIAISSVT1OHA
|

and the emtlbying firm,

fn relation to the. labourinz duties of the vrisonars,

faelin;ﬁ end psvenology and t ey, ours, due to the fact thal
I have, 1ived with prisonars from the wery foundation until

the eloalng of this gimp., I exsrted my best efforta tovards

I

L

nezetieting for the harmeni us reletions between the nrisoners

——

took into consideration their phvsical econdlition end I revected

ldens of the priscmers's medical officers as much as possible,

leavin. 1t slmest entirely in the hands of the American and

v+ British Ludiﬁﬁﬁwﬂffiu&rs as to whether that man should go out

ﬁx non- cﬂmmissimned of flcers admit that T have esxerted my best
0

%ﬁeﬁfiurtﬂ tﬁWﬂrﬂE obtpining a type of work to fit hiﬂ phyaical

andition mﬂ:.'-._iﬂ nonsequence, through Hwﬂtiﬂtiﬁﬂﬁ with the
Eﬂ

- firm I nhtainaﬂ 1i5ht-ﬂutv'wmrk whereby ocne could work under

coOvar. f
]

‘3

[}

to work or ﬁqt; The prisoners' medical staff and the supervising

g
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- shortege, evervone seemed to have [op =ottan the

i

Therefore the works pareentage was always the lowest among

the other eampe of the Osaks Priscners of War Camp and conse-
15"} '
quently I was not able to fulfll the governments' wishes.

‘The worst condition in th&ypﬂ?ﬂmﬂ Sub=Camp was the high
rainfall and humidity in this vicinity. On the contrary the

best eonditions are thqi this cemp 13 situeted along the sea- :

r_.' " ¥
.8lde where the air 18 bure and one ias able to apnredéiate one of

the three natural woriders of Niippon. The Canadians aspeclally,

\
heve made an1ov1ng axprﬂaaians. saying that this land was Iius thair,

home country. T%a officers too, have always ﬁrEiEEu this aanp'

Above all thls camp was situ&tﬂd in the safest region durine the

war. Two men were lost on the ocecasion of tre bombing of war-

ships in the harbour of Mivezu and I deanly sympathize them, but I

parsonally believe' tl is camp is in one of the s=fest sections

of the coutry. ZIExeept forra Tew who complained of Tood ration

trains ofthe

work after thev came back to gamr. A8 far g3 the ancommﬁdqtion anﬂ in=

ztallations of the samp were conesarned, few complaints were

recédved through the impressions that wers written from time to:
time,

Issue of food was the sems in all cemps and I rstioned
them according to orders from the higher-upa. thereewas

always a res=rve of two months' stanla Tood fﬂr eme YEency.

Since other foodatyffs were purahaqaﬁ in this vioinity

they always proved to be fresh and T perannally}“alia?e thdt

they could not have said it was not enough. Among the luxuries,.

though the Nipponese civilians wers surferiug from the shortage

of eigarettes, the men Were 1ssued the set amount until March .. "

this year and thereafter though it was small in amount they weare
nevertheleass taker sare of, '

o



The fol¥éWdnidsan explanation of the rarticulars,
II Finan@e ik T
All finance was baged on the Nipponese Miliﬂary regulations,
but a furtha? sxplanation ia as fordowa:
1. Financlal Matters
41l offiee rs have been pald an amount equivelent to the
same ranking Nipponege Military foiqers, and the working
men and task men wera paid the reguleted amount.
2. Frod Supply Matters |
2) Btaple food consisted of manv thinga, but it was

r
mainly of rice, barley and sov beans. BEesides thia,

bread was baked from wheat flour by the nearby bakers,

|

b) Other foodstuffs gonglisted of many thinga, but it was
all purchased from the eivilians and it was Irepared so as
0 obtain the most nourishment, There wars times, when

wen the elvilian nomule*ion weras not abla +a ohtain "torun

(sova bean cake), that they were issued with these., Suech

-~ QAAISSVIOEq

belng the case the physicsl condition of the patients was

! 5§IﬁZEétﬂmﬁﬁmwmw

nlways in my mind.
(8) To lighten the strain of work somewh-t, the firm eme
ploying the prisocners provided soup for nid-day meeliand in

winter, to orovide werm food, mid-dey meal:were gooked at

the factory.
(d) In order to provide more slde-dishes to the nen a

camp garden wag started. All harvests were for tha-prisonars

and were besides the regular issus, ’ ' /
(e) Red Cross Food was regeivad twlee., Both shiiments w&rﬂxrﬂﬂeived

just before Christmes and it was a help in mﬂking%a aplendid
T

] i "1

-i:'\..h it

{

‘ ! _';{':i"'.
- A

Christmes for the uriscners.

L™



| 2LPRTIMNanoyiny
_ UALISSYIOEq

The plan for diatribution of Red Cross Food was drawn

up by the Mediedl Officers (prisoner) and Suparvising

lon=-Commisaioned Officers and in amecordance with thedr

request, proper gquantities were issued individually to

all man.,

e

Clothing

a) Clothing were i1ssu=d from the Shu=-bu Army to the Osaka
2e0.Wy Oamp-and subsequently it was issued to this camp.
Every man was iﬂsuéd, and had in their posSssBEEION musre
than one set of changing oclothes and work slothes.

(b) Red Cross elothes recaived weare mostly winter clothes;
jackets, glovesm,  pajamas, socks, and eto. ﬂlfhnugh the
quantity was small it was utilized to the best of advantage.

(¢} For winter, the firm employing the priscners sontri- '
puted two hundred (200) pairs of Wellington bnots, glovaes,
tow=la and jikatebis,
le] Tspecial consideration waa given to tnls camp in the
matter of bedding and bedelotheas. Tvery man vas lssued
with eight blankets and on the c¢losinz sptage of war evETY
man possessed six blankets or more.

Beaides this, for patients uss, one hundred and fifty

$150) eotton stuffed blenkets wers contributed from the fimm.
Canteen

Fapilitles were prnvidad for a oanteen and commoedlties

were bought direotly by the men. But having to ta?e care of
a large number of men, on saveral opeasions, it uﬁa un= .
ﬁuuﬂassfﬁl. Therefore the handling of canteen commodities
were laft in charge of the fmerican and British Suparvis-
ing Non=Cormigsioned Offieers, Althow:h ths cnmmqﬂitieﬂ
available in this district were hngrqa,'wa wers able %o ;
prﬁﬂure the followlng; sevnrnf varleties of fruit,.gurr?'
pﬂwdi}, wasabi (eutremampowder, razor'blades, tmﬁﬁh.p&ﬁﬂﬂyi

and ete. | ; ! %

ya
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9. Bullding _
(a) Area of site 4000 Tsubo (approximately five acres).
Since March 194%5, the area was enlarged to approximately
seven and one-half aores,.
(b) Accommodation facilities
Medleal inspeotion bullding

Hospital building (5 wards) . 1 '
Officers barfracs A 1
Hnn-ﬂnmmissicnad Qf ficers and rrivates barracks 15
Madloal OfTicers' room 1
BEath houss 1
Cobbler and tailor shop . L ;
Pruviaimn'waragguﬂa 1
martermaster Store (clothing) 1
Misgellanecus warshouse X
Drying rmmE 1
Latrines {building) ! 4
Office (biailding) 1
Nipponese Staffa’ quarters {(building) : 2
ifipnonasa cookhouse 1
liip-oness bhathhouse 1
Guarlhouse \ i 1
Bath-howss {prisonsrs') \ i

In relation to the work conditions, maintaining and
imprnﬂ&ng the health conditions of the ?risﬂnqés, all finan-

’ clal %ﬂttﬂrﬂ were :akanlintnlcnnsiﬂératiun ﬂﬁh were carrisd
aut.'“Eq; the welfare of the prisonersa, we mide utmoat efforts
to obtain such items as oil, meat, and ete. @ng were able
to mrosure t-em; whereas such items are not é&gilahle for,
the Nippohese uivilian‘nnpulﬂtimnu

' IIT Health
1. As previously stated, the men interned at the beginning
wiere 1113 or in a weakened stete of health, Thgfefara,

‘s 4n order to improve the heslth econdition of the men, I had

. the Nipponese Medleal Offlieer come from the ﬂsaf@ Main

Camp to dlagnose the men once a week. Furtharmors I re-

F A R0
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quested the firm's doctor to come twice a week in order to
help out the situation, February 1944, being the fTirst
winter for the men, was the most dAiffioult time of all;!

I requested the medieal officer Trom the Oasaka Main Camp

to remain here for along period of time and was barely able
to surmount the difficulties as eamp commandear,

%« My blggest protlem was how to reduee the patient 1ist.
Therefore, during the past two years, Importance was plaged in
the improvement of the health condttion of the men. Thit

is to say, strolls and games in the spring, swimming Eﬂ&lﬂﬁﬂ
bathing in the summer, skin massaging in the autumn, R
and heating frcklities---the placement of atoves in every
barrock, preventicn of cold wind in the barracks, heatinge
fagllities out st work, issue of hot tea, and the reviaetion |
of the rest periods were but a few of the steps taken in

order to improve the health. Conseguently the health

conditlon of ﬁha'men was of primﬂry-impﬁrtanca and labouring

duties sescondary.
Bathing buskets for warming the feet were placed in +the barracks.
and a drying room for clathas'ﬁas facilitated.
I cannot fﬂ;gat the efforts made by the Nipponese Medieal Non®
Commisaioned Officer, British Sergeaht Harvey and the many
others on the madienl staff in helping the American and British
Medleal Officers. "
d. Medioine
Medicine for the treatment of the men was obtained from the
Mipponese army and whst was short wig ocontributed
from the employing company. Hed Cross medicine was issued
by the Osake Main Camr Hospital and handed over for use
by the Prisonsrs' Medical Gfficers,
4., Medical Treatment
Eleven of the serioums patients were int-med in the Kobe
PaloW. Hﬂapitai of whieh ten reanvafed and returned, and the
her remained. | ; i
% patlents were hospitmlized in camp and other injuries

-T operationg were taken cars of at the Ota Hospltal in

PR
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Many dﬂﬂﬂaiﬁp&tianta recaived treatment at the dentist 4n the

I.| LU}

IV I.-E't:c:u_t'j,ng-"'l ~r: Ly
T

1 “Drk% }
and the imefy
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| Maren 1947, haif of the warking men went to the

Ceyema Mine and half to the Twataki refinery. Trom Mareh

1945, due to the fact that the geope of work was reduced all

the man yare tr@naf&wrad to the Iwatakl refinsary and from

| 2LE TP Nauogny
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June 1945, I regeived orders to sond men to the Miyszu

docks for stavedirs work according to requests from the firm,

Se.Bince the men were not pressed to o out to work, the

wﬂrkiﬂgﬂparﬂaﬂtﬂﬁglfnr onevear was an average of sixty-five
(65) percent.

As fTar ha'wn;k 13 concerned, the emvloying firm haa Tull
rosporisibhility and the Comp Staff only has the rizht to

give instruutigns to the eoncerned Tirm. Therefors, thougzh
all: the ragpésta irom the Tlmm were reselved, instruerions were
siven from the medical viewpolnt o heve the men reat during

a8 raingtorm, to supplvtea during the hot 32a80Nny tc lssus

atrew hats for protection from the héntn In case the

requests from the camp were not met with by ihe fimm,

WorK was stopped at times. This was in all means to Improve

*he NWezlth sondition of the prisoners during the two years,

For this rﬂﬂqﬁﬂ_l have been oriticized many a time h?-pha

oivilians as'baing 8 pergon who treated the prisopers

much too geénergusly.

V Cor¥espondence. R : .
| -

All correspondence weg ear-ied out according to ifistruetions

from the compander of the Osake Main Camp,
1 '

A7
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Pispatehing of messages averaged three times a year and

receliving of

'he five men who had not

. of fﬁurtman men were glven

Further mmrﬂ thrmugh instmietions

Hessages totaled to appoximately 2,500 mesasgag,

recaived any sorrespondence were Zivan

the orportunity to communicate through Switzerland,

from the maln eamp, a total

the privilege to notify their

i safety by radio mesagge each month .

VI Misuellaneﬂua;

le In the trﬁntmﬂn+ of the Priscnsrs,

rerzonal puni#hment by my suharﬁinatpq and

i

I strietly prohibited any

the works super=

. i '
i visors of the firm, . I

2 Eecramﬁiﬂn&i Farilities

(a) The uge of musie: 1l inst

the hippﬂnasa Red Cross Society was allowed on re

wher-by thevy held concarts, -

(b) Games sueh as vollayball afd pling

vO The men,

(e) cwimming was also permittad,

(d) Wh

Chureh was c&lled upon and a religicus ssrvice

en there were requeste for religious services
allowed at sueh times.

truments eontri uted by the Tirm and

st dﬂ?ﬂ §

-

{ pong were alweys opan

[4

I"-

28, 1t was,

A bishop from the Ni-pﬁneaa Catholie-

waa held once.

(e) 4 baseball mateh was held onee and therafter open-air L
1 IEI.'lIﬂiﬁ ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂﬂrtﬂ 1:"'?'5"?3 h'ﬂ'lﬂ . : i ' -: :...I
l (f) On rest

davs strulls outslde of the ocamp were allgmaﬂ

according to! the. wﬁsh of the men to give them a diffﬂrﬁnt

outlook ftﬁmﬁthﬁiaﬁﬂtﬂl viewpoint.

|7 ‘i

: i [, b
X1 Eituatinn'ﬂfter tﬁhé Euspansinn of War | it 0,

1, Frmm.ﬂunust lﬂth for a pericd of three days UME mﬂn w@rﬂ if

allowed to viqiﬁ Amﬂ-nﬂwHashiﬂa+e to buy gifts, | A

! i

2« I had the cafes, restanrants and consoletory housos openad

in the teown

.l|'~.. i
of Mirﬂzu and after September Znd the men'ﬂprﬁ ‘allowed

to 2o out freely. . '

De On Auzust Ech Tifteen officers and I held a fare

e

wWell

rarty in Miyazu {ﬂn Emnoun$ of' ursent business I had &he intarpre+nr

%A a8 repres=sntative for me). A

Ii. 1
!

g L
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4. On September end, I drank a toast with the officers,

5. After September 2nd, the various mayors anﬂLvillage magters

from the vieinity dame to exXpress their grﬂatings and Ma jor
Mertin, U.8. Army, interviewed them,

6. On Septembar 9th, the final day, the relation betwsen the

Nipponese Camp Starf and the Allied Foropass! Friscners wasg some-

thing that surpassea the country's boundary and the departure

at the Iwatski Station was a Bramatic sight,



| STV Nauoyny

AAIAISSVT1DAd

, LIST OF PIREONNKLE

As of September 3, 1945

' OLaS. IFICATION:

Nationality: British: Canadian: Ameriean: Duteh: Australian; ﬁnrwmgign

RANK (Army)

Major 1 3 1
Captain 5 _
lat Lieut, & 8 1
2nd Lieute 11 3
We O 1

Sgts liajor 4 T 9

cerzeant 4 ) 35

corporal e B 69

L/Cpl., L/Bdr, 12 9

rte.lst. & 2nd C.85 105 _177

:lr:l"_IHL!ii!Iiliilﬁiagii‘lilgrfl!!qIIElE't!lll#!liifllrlrli..;pq;.q;t-quluii

:‘-th { 3 Il]f_}

;Et Liﬂuti

ﬁ' G.

ozt Major

Ser:eant

_3f:ﬂlj & 1/Bar.

Sorporal

Seaman 1/o

s [0 o |8 (D0 (DO

Seaman 2/e 7

PUDLL'i'Iﬂﬂliilﬂﬂi?llilillllllib.tgﬁii-timiitﬁlii[il!rttﬂi!i*""""“

ALR FORCE (Rank)

Sargeent | ,

Corporal

—————

L/Cpl.& L/Bdr,.

= JCn = { -]

Pte, 1 & 2/0

k -

[

EDTHL'iiiliiibﬁnulslilil1lil-l!ﬁt-il[--iﬁlit---i-itlii;tllti-ii!-Fnunit

MARIVE (Rank)

[

% '

Corpors1 11 v i

Pre. 1 & 2/q 6 14 l : s

0 T W SO O SRV P, DU g ¢ W 1)\ S
QIV ILIAN 8 1

2O ALl vyge sy 568, 5 .
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. REPORT OF CONDITIONS OF T HE
OS5 AKA P.O.W. CANP .

L. Conditions during the tirst stages of the esteblishment of the Camp.

The Osaka P.0.W. Camnp was established doring the latter part of Sept.
1942 and received the first Prisonsra for internment doring the middle part of
October, tThe total number of Prisonerz interned eventually incregzed snd exceeded
the figopre 10,000. The Prisoners interned first were from the Lisbon Mara, 5UQ
of which were scheduled to be interned in the Osaka P.O.W. Camp and the remgin-
ing 500 in the wokyo Camp, but due to the sinking of the ahip and .the resulting
hardshipe, they were suffering frnm dysentery, acnte inteatinal 1ﬂf1aunatiﬂn end
diptheria when they arrived. rhis nade the removal of the 5V0 who were scheduled
t0 g o to Tokyo impossible and were interned in the Vsglks F.U +if. {amp upon order
from the Higher Authorities. I received 500 in the Kobe Camp and Immaedigtely
returned to Usaka to receive the remaining 500 into the Osaka Caup. Daring the
short distance from the ¥Yier to the Camp much time wes taken and wany feinted as
soen as reaching the Camp Ginundﬂ and one Prisoner died in spite of all first
aid treatment and hypodermic injections. I immedigtely suzgested to the Highar
Anthorities znd received a large party of medical orderlies from the Usaka Army
Hospital inclading an Army Doctor, and started the trestment. Since the 1,000
meén recelived for internment were literally sll patients, there was immediately
a shortage of mediceal supplies. fThere was ho filinching on the part of the
Nipponese in the trestment of the epidemie caseé. 1 reecgll now thet some Wippon-
ese who Were on doty at the timé'inﬁludinﬂg myse lf brought our owr hounsehold
nedicagl supplies like ganzme and medicines and slso hanjﬁ'pager to be unsed in the
treatment of the sick, ' ' ]

‘there was one death on the first day of arriwval. %his déeath grieved me
very much becanse this honoarsble soldier had died after safely arriving =2t omr
shores after surviming mﬂﬂyﬁfﬁtal hardghips on the way after being sunk on the 1
Lisbon Warm. A Freecher Wwas celled inm the next day end s fittineg funersl service
wzs held to honour the desd with all of our personnel gnd the Senior Staff foicer |
of the Arpy Hdg of the Central Region ﬁrﬂq in attendance.

After that a germ examination was mede end the carriers were hospital- 1
ized in + he Army Hospital and since there were many more such patients uwrable
to be hospitalized one of the Army bulldings were negotiated for and the patishts i
were hospitalizsed with the Nipponese Army Dectors and the Prisoner Doctors in .
attendance. Prisoners ﬁﬂt neihg psed To the climate and the atmospherie con-
ditions and rorthermore the time of the year was svch that there were sudden. 1
weather changes which all in all unfortunately caused many deaths ' through the e,
winter period of 1942 till the Spring of 1943. X11 the personnel from myself ,

down took nop our quﬁrters in the office and endesvore to such an extent that at.
times we worked on even forgetting oor megls. Daring this' period the Medical |
1at lieutenant Eishimetnfbeéama i1l due to too strenvcus a duty ﬁnd had to be i
hespitalized and eventually hed tc be discharged from the Army. ‘rhe ‘detailed 1

| il
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record of Camp doings were kept but were destroyed im the fire resulting from the
bembing of June 1lat, 1945. '

2. Egtablishment of the Hospital.

. Regliging that a hospital would be required if more Frisonera were to
be interned I put in an application to the Central Region Army Hesdgquarters for a
Prisoner Hospitald and the Ministery of the Army were glso very helptnl and found
a sunitable sight for us in Kumounehi~-cho, Kobe. 7he locgtion was such that there
were moantains to the north and the ses on the. sonthward sidemidst fresh air end
good view, &1; contriboting to the-hygienlec cornditions of the CEMD .

The facilities were complete and it was able to accomodate 150 patients.
internal medicime, surgery, ear nose and throat, Irgyr, dental and microscopic de-
partmentsa were established making it equal to if not better then oap own Army
Hospitals. We were wvery fortunate in beingz able to mester the services of 1st
Lieutenant Ohashi a renowned Professor of Surgery formerly 6n the Professor Staff
of the Useka Imperial Univerzity Medical Depertment. The szid professor ia one
of the foremost Doetors of 8urgery in Nippon with an exemplery character. He had
the comprlete trmst of the patienta: Adding to thi= the foremozt Erisﬁnﬁr Doctors
were selected including the Medical Lientenant Commander Pasze of the British Kavy.
These forementioned Doctors coopersted with each other in spoh a wey that the
health records improved immensely end there were egses of recovered patients re-
fosing t0 leave the Hozpital even efter their recovery.,

S+ Nurturing and Hygiene.

We were the very first in establishing a hospital of ite kind in the
couptry. Whenever the Frrisoners were interned the susgestion o the Prisoner
Doetor were followed to glve the men rice zrumel, sonp and other soft food o hel
in the quick recovery of the men from their Pfatigue of the journey. It was un-
fortonate thet many men were lost due to illness from the winter of 1942 £i11 the
Spring of 1943, Prom among those dissmbarked from the lLisbon Msru the worst
cases were left in the care of Kokara and Hiroshima Army Hospitals.

.

4, Rations of the Friconers,

L]

Since +the living ﬂmnditinnﬂ; types of food and circumstances were Hif-
ferent been curds were ms@s amonz obher thinis fo have the nen assimilate their
food properly for its calorific wvalpne and =aeh of the Camp Commanders were made to-
compete with each ot her in obtzining rich vitamin fruits like the mgndarin ﬂraﬂgﬂa;
After the beginning of the Summer of 1943 the Prisonsrs became nssd to the rations,:
and spiritual  relaxation were adjnsted in such a way that they eventually became
very healthy.

Sub=-Camp Commander meetings were held once a month to muster their efforts
in bettering the health conditions and general camp conditions. Rewards and letbars
of commendations were given %o the Sub-Camp Commander whose camp had made the best

improvement doring the month.
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7. Removal of the Snb-Camp to the ‘nterior.

. OUsala, Kobe and "agoya bombings began to ineresse from the beginnineg o
of this year. If the camps in the Osgka and XKobe areas continne it became in-
imminent that most of ‘opr Sub-Camps wounld suffer. resnlting ih making genersl
prisoner lif-e difficalt. Therefore in March 1 immediately drew up plans for
evacuating the camps to a safar arss and submitted the plans to the Commander
of the Cent-ral Regional Army and also to the Ministery of the Army. The Higher
Authorities permitted the execution o the plans and evacnation was imnmediately
bezgon and completed in May thus saving many Prisconer lives. The cemps in the
Osaka erea namelyy Chikko, Kobe, YodogaWwa, Naruo, ‘talsho, Sskuorajime and Umeds

‘camps all suffered explosive and incediary bomb attzcks esnd all were borned bat
dne to the timely evacuatipns not a single Prisoner waa injured.

The Kobe Hospital received heavy raids aend thres men were lost.

In the raid on the Chikko Uamp one Nipponese N.0.0. recelved bad buorns
on fzce and in the raid on the Kobe Camp three Nipponese gnards were killed hj
bomb .e2xplosion while evacuating the Prisoners. There was no injury of Frisoners
in the raid on the %obe Csmp.

Tt conld not be helped but intern the Prisoners of the Chikko Camp
in a temporary place after the raid of June lst.

6. Eemorigl Services.

~Dpring t he early stages funerasl services were held each time there
was & death occurring but since there were many desths dne to the epidemical
diseages collective funeral services were held on December 2nd 1942. 3Since then
g committee was organized to-hold similar services each year in December pick-
ing a good day. In these funsral services all the Wipponese personnsl all the
Chikko Cemp Prisoners, representatives from the different ranks’ of the Prisoners
in esch of t he Sub-Camps, representatives from the Cenhtrs] Reglonsl Army Head-
quaf%ers, and” reprezentatives from civilian and olvic organizations gl] attended
the gervice very sgolemnly ;nd the gervices themselves were conducted by the
foremost preachers and fathers of the Protestant and Oatholic Faiths each Faith

taking + urne with each other every ot her time., ‘tnoze ‘dend were honored and
remembered in the most solemnity snd honor befitting servicemen who had died in

gerviceae,

“T. Beligious Bervices.

-

Heligious services were left to the free will of ths Priscners. ln
some camps permanent places of worship were bulit. in order to satisfy the
spiritual feeling of the Prisoners I ob tained the servicea of the furEmnﬂt
preachers and fathers of both the Protestant and Catholic Faiths and appointed
“the Steward lat Liesutenant Fukunage to make the necessary arrangements and
the gervices were held in each of the camps and I am sure that these services

Wwere mpprecisted by the Prisoners.
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Expeoially th; many visitations by the Archbishop Panl Marela and
his many generosities wera warnly received by the Priscners,
r i
8. Storing of t he Ashes.

T he ashes of the loyal soldiers were handled most respeotfonliy. 4
have g friend who is in charga 0f one of the temples or the Honwenii Buddhiszt
Sect, called the Juganji. 1 entrusted the sshes to this kindly Priest and had
him appointéd gzunard and worshipper or the mshes, the aszhes being pleced in front
of £ he main Hall of Worship.

It may seem ‘mtrange why Christian ashes shounld be left in the cafe of a
& Boddhist Tamgle, pot the reason was that 1L myselt an g Boddhist and 1 rurther
believed that althongh religions may d4irfer, the baszino apirit is the Samae. Fach
spring and on mo Egquinoesl Weel | asked the Priest to have an impraasive ceremony
condncted £ or the Spirits of t he deceaged. 1T he Priest being 2 perzonsl friefd
of mine £ or one reasoh I wizited the Temple many times t0 offer prayers in memory

of the dead. In the major alr raid of June lgt of this year ¢t he fire came +o
the next honse bot fortonately t he Tempnle and the ashes entrusted there spffered

no mishap.

9. Recreation and Comfort fopr the Prisoners.

-

T he International Red Cross Committee sympathy and kind 21d wes 4
acreat comfort to the Prisoners. T he ‘books donated by the ¥.M.C.A. went a lpng
way to satisfy the Prisoners' in their thiprst for knowledsze =znd also to comfort
them. We on our part in order to z=gure falr distribution of the books appointed
a Prisoner to take charze of t he b ooks as-he or the other saw fit,

!
10. WMeeting with Prisonar Repregentativas,

rd

Meetings were held occasionally 4n each of tha camps with the Prigoner
Reproesentatives. fThe reaunssts of t he Prisoners were put forth at thase meetings an
and if it was within ownr limita of power requeats were satisfied. In the Chilkko
Camp I've had meetinz 8 with the Representatives snch =23 the Doctor Chief Eﬂatswaiﬁ':
Mate Sanders (American), snd W.0.1 Mgthason (British) onee = month in order to
listen 4o ard have their demands fulfilled, 5

L

11. Pood Suprlies, ' :

The focd suprlied according to the Bezulations, waes sapal to that of
our reserve forces. It-was equal in, 3ll resgpects if not better. Bezides this,
15 order ¥ o sﬁtisfy the Prisoners the compmniss for which the Prisoners were
working for were fofced to give substantial amounts of additional food. Az one
illugtration, the extrs smonnt received from the companiea for the Chikko Prisoners
were eangl to that qua whole day Nipponese wivilian ration, and =3 g resnlt they '

WAy w0



enjoyed vigorous health-

12. Coneclunsion.
Throughout the three long years I praectieally lived in the Hegd-

quart -ers of the Cemp =o that Prisoners wovld not suffer mishesps. During the

bombing raids I wge always on hand in apite of the fact that I nmight have logt
I also gave talka to the Friscners

my life in order %o protsct the Prisoners.
oceasionally to zive £ hem spirit and hope.
The camp steff and I did our best within our poszible limits end

only ‘regret that we conld not do mokre.
T respectfully snbmit ¢ he sommarized report of cemp conditions.

Colo Nel . MurATH, ..

LR B B

Cormander of Ogalks P.0.W. Camp.
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