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EXTRACT FROM DIARY OF st LT. MARY
BERNICE MENZIE

Late one e sftemoon, sbout 6:30 pm, & Eroup of our soldirs, under heavy
Jap guard, came up from the concentration camp at Bottomside, into the

tumnel, béaring strotchers £1lled 6 our troopers whod 'fallen out! from
exhanstion. starvation, sunstroke and diseases sueh as disreien & dysen-
tery - These poor, emaciated, men looked so helpless with their white ‘

brougitt tears of pity to my omn eyes as I look at them - After carefully
lowering them to the floor of the hospital corridor, to aveit adaittance
by the doctor on duty, the soldiers o had carried them in, sono squat-
ing o on their heéls, others standing, &11 leaning meari wily against,
the el for support,, lodked alnost as vesk, exhausted and sompistely

ston Wlle 1} e veie sauiticn, e by e by the adnitting Doctor,
and tho stretcher besrors stood by, maiting to be herded back 4o bot-
tonside - one of our young medicos, Capg Mioapson bad, a fov days
vion n put to work in the Hosp't. Kibohen and meds ha 1, wor
o comes 8 fhat dixty owmoxions Jooking wnd evil-snedling Jip uho o
vorked there ~ Pas ng the corridor, this yowng Capk. noticed |
those poor. extunsted & starved-Togking Stroteher boumors . shonped &
gPoke a fow wonds to then asicing them, haw they felt- Mi're 5o
& dos tared, T don't beliovo we'2] oven mak

1led & sorrow and symathy
e sadd, dmpotuously, "' by c’s"‘i:ae son at\‘mg fron the
you to eat, just take it easy 'mw retumn,® and going into
s, quickly opened them, pub ‘
contents into cup & brought them % g.we Tt - Mol Rl stsTin g
who of course, ate them & the keemest pleasure & satisfaction, thinking
the young Capt. & mcem & from the depths of their souls. Dub one
5an, ap Azer. Sgt. who had been chosen as an intrepeter by the Jase, on
their arrival because of his ability to read, write & speak the Jap,
language, had semn the capt, take the feod 'This SgieFrovost, was in
the Icitchen at the time, fixing up a dainty, tasty tray for the
Officers, for whon he vas "Dog-Robbing and Had protested to the }m\d
hearted officer for wiat he tormed "wasting' the tomatoes on Lhe st
cher-bearers, whereupon oapt T. had promptly told hin to "go to hell!
& went, shead & his preparations - This Sgh. uwdoubtedly ran as fast as
7 coula 30 tha Jap orficers & pourad tha slory into Thelr chrs, =
within 30 min - Jap guards came to the kitohen, seized The capt forc
Tully siloted Hin utside the tumel o s woro st grieved beyond e
%o see this and felt sure that he would be severely punished - lor vere
e wrong for a few days later, we heard, from several cources, what had
happened to this poor tender-ieatted of ficer —
B out & tied bla hends behind his back, Hlad his ankles igitly toge-
ther & then tied hin, in a standing posifion to & facing the sun ~
and for three days he nad Ea et bars—*\eaded tho relentlessly
burni uring dom i s & all over hinwith 2
Rorsel of £o00 oF & drep of 120 < sitighat gt
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conscious — And afber throe days he vas teken domn to bottonside, put
450 s kL1 IorEUTRd 1a - Tho Sout veh aowotliofs Toie il begen
drifting out the bay. When the little craft was a fow hundred yds. out
in the bay one of the Japs has raised his rifel & shot the poor, wifor-
tunate officer in the back. Wheather he died instamtly or wounded &
Bleeding, lived on wntil he finally died, we never knew Bub ti
hsartless & brutel treatment filled us sl 5 doep grief & e
only had this young of lcer been loved for his gay happy disposition, but
he Weg know by all for his tender heart - once, ab the begimning of Hos-
s e hosmm mascct,, a largo porsian cat, had been hid by e
bonb fragrent, injuring hin iftemally & blinding hin - This young Oapt.
e i e e bleeding creature, & bourn hin in his arms
o the hospt, musgery were e, quiily snecthosiied hin so desply that he
nt out” peacefully, easily & & no pain - and just for those same Gode
given tender hearted i.mpulees o e e beutalis mivdere by those Sava-
ges. Who now swarmed over the littls Island like so meny ants. Irovost,
the trecherous soldier whom we all believed had turned the Capt. over 6
the Japs, paid richly for his cowardly '-onp(.able act, Inr later, Ju“n ‘before
e were moved from Corregidor, I saw hi

portune moments, and generally acting like a near-idiot - During this period,
several Filipino officers, I wa: mcm b atker beide
tho Japs, comitted suioide, ind Co ad at
Seupbed fo do the sane - Tas 014 Sngineers laberal 1t gedned, maa. boon oho
sen & was being uged as a torture chaber by our captors and many leep
into the might, high, piercing screaus, could be heard coming from hat -
Sometines the voices wers definitely amer. whils st ctior tifes it ws iy
+o distinguish the high pitched feminine-like voices of the Filip

Irom their strong accent and their lapses back into T

, L can't st
cading voices - ‘Mhon Tong
o or. cemtton in Tagiog < Finkiid
isto dasperste Soins & crye that grateiy meress
Songdrem-out, horrible Sheiek - then suddenly 2n omidous si-
55 listened, I clinched my fists & prayed & trembling 1ips to our
Pacm in damn, %0 favo nercy on them & quickly free those poor torbured
I lay, hour after hour listening to these suful sounds, panic
Began oxseping Yhrough e - Vhet vas to bsam of us ~ How long wére we to
be cooped up In this derk mdergroud cavem? Would ve fiamly be e
our captors? These end a het Gusasions bormen
kne the J2ps £0 be in both a hororetiesl and practical po mm ;rhere  tiey
e Togteally upon aoy cpder bhey migit conefeve 4 e vage
s T Bt o b the falledt axent, smawe g pro-
Se B fen ot ooy eien itk S st th et crur:elv25
but, alao upon our poor, brave half-starved soldiers wio had fought
5 etk & skt now Yov: swaTisving da Yhat anfol, els HoL8 bbb iegstiny
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