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CONSULAR CONVENTION
BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The President of the Philippines and the President of the
United States of America, being desirous of defining the rights,
privileges, exempbions and immunities of consular officers of each
country in the territories of the other country, have decided to
conclude a convention for that purpose and have appointed es their
plenipotentiariess

The ViceePresident of the Philippincs:

His Excellency Elipidio Quirino, Vice President and
concurrently Secretery of Foreign Affairs of the
Republie of the Philippines, and

The President of the United States of Americas

His Fxcellency Paul V. McKutt, Ambassador of the
United States of America

Who, having commnicated to esch other their respective full
powers, found to be in good and due form, have agreed on the follows
ing Articless

Article I

1, The Government of each High Contracting Party shall, in
respect of any consuler officer duly commissioned by it to exercise
consuler functions in the territories of the other High Contracting
Party, give written notice to the Government of such other High Con-
tr of the appointment of such consular officer and shall
request that recognition be accorded to such consular officer, The

of each High Party shell furnish free of
charge the necessary ex~equatur of any consuler officer of the other
High Contracting Party who presents a regular commission signed by
the Chief Executive of the appointing country ard under its great
seal, and shall issue to a subordinate or substitute consular of-
ficer who is duly appointed by an accepted superior consular officer
or by any other competent officer of his Government, such documents
as according to the laws of the respective High Contracting Parties
shall requisite for the exercise by the appointee of the consular
function; provided in either case that the person applying for en
exequatur or other document is found acceptable,

2, Consular officers of each Figh Contracting Party shall,
after entering upon their duties, enjoy reciprocally in the terri-
tories of the other High Contracting Pary rights, privileges,
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4 and no less ble in any respect them the
rights, privileges, exemptions and immunities which are enjoyed by
consular officers of the same grade of any third country and in

with modern ussge, As official agents,
such officers shell be emtitled to the High consideration of all
officiels, national, state, provincial, or mnicipal, with whom
they heve offieial intercourse in the territories of the High
Contrecting Party which receives them, It is understood that the
tern ®consuler officers", as used in the present Convention, includes
consuls general, consuls and vice consuls who are not honorary.

3, Upon the death, incepacity, or absence of & consular officer
heving no subordinate comsular officer at his post, any secretary,
chencellor or assistant; whose officlal character as an employee in
the consulate may previously have been made known to the Government
of the High Contracting Party in whose territories the conmsular
functions of the deceased or incapacitated or absent consular offi-
cers end while so scting shell enjoy all the rights, privileges,
exenptions and immunities that were granted to the consular officer,

4s A consular officer or a diplometic officer of either High
Contracting Party, a national of the country by which he is appointe
o d of

end 4 or may, in the
the other High Contracting Perty, have the rank also of a diplomatic
officer of consular officer, as the case may be, it being understood
that permission for him to exercise such fudal functions shall heve
been duly granted by the Government of the High Contracting Party

in the of which he his £ .
Article IT
officers, nationals of the High Party

1s
By which they are appointed, and not engaged in any private occupe~
tions for gain within the territories of the country in which ‘they
exercise their functions, shall be exempt from arrest in such ter~
ritories except when charged with the commission of an offense
designated by locel legislation as & crime other than a misdemeanor
and subjecting the individual guilty thereof to punishment by ime
prisorment, Such officers shall be exempt from military billetings,
and from sertice of any military or naval; edministrative or police
» and the provided for by this sen=
tence shall apply equally to employees in a consulate who are
1 the High by which they are employed,
and not engaged in any private occupation for gain,

2, In criminal cases the attendance at court by a consular
officer as witness may be demanded by the plaintiff, the defense
or the court, The demand shall be made with all possible respect
for the consular dignity end the duties of the office, and when so



DECLASSIFIED

Auhority_SES S7F

made there shall be compliance on the part of the consular officer.

3, 1In civil cases, consular officers shall be subject to the
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Jurisdiction of the courts in the ter of the High ing
Party which receives thems, When the testimony of a consular officer
who is a national of the High Contracting Party which appoints him end
who 18 not engaged in any private ocoupation for gain is taken in oivil
oases, it shall be taken orally or in writing at his residence or office
and with due regard for his convenience. The officer should, however,
regard for his convenience. The officer should, however, voluntarily
give his testimony at court waenever it is possible to do so without
serious interference with his official dutiess

4, Consuler officers and employees in @ consulate shall not be
roquired to testify in criminal or oivil cases, regerding acts per=
formed by them in their official oapaoitys

Article IIT

1. The Government of each High Contracting Party shall have the
right to scquire and hold, lease and ocoupy lend and buildings re-
quired for diplomatic or consular purposes in the territories of the
other High Con‘rasting Party, and shall have the right to erect build-
ings on laud which is held by or on behalf of such Government in the
torritories of the other High Oontracting Party for diplomatic or cone
sular purposes, subject to locsl building regulationss

2. No tax of amy kind, national, state, provinclal or municipal,

shall be levied In the territories of either High Cobtracting Party

on the Government of the other High Contracting Party, or on any officer

or employes of such other High Contracting Party, in respect of land

or buildings moquired, leased, or occupied by such other High Contract-
Party and used exolusively for the conduct of official business,

excopt assessments levied for services or local public improvements by

which the premises are benofited, provided the right of each High Conw

tracting Party to tax the owner of property leased to the other High

Contracting Party is not hereby abridged.

Artiely IV

onsular officers and employess in & consulate, nationals of the
High Contracting Party by which they are sppointed or employed, and not
engaged in eny private occupation for gain within the territories in
which they exeroise theirrfunctions, shell be exempt from all taxes,
national, state, provinoial and municipel, levied on their persous or
property, except taxes levied on ascount of the possecsion or ownership
of imzovable property situated within the territories in which they
exercise their functions or taxes levied on account of income derived
frem property of suy kind situsted with such territories, Comsular
officers and employees in & sonsulate, nstiomals of the High Contrast-
ing Party by which they are appointed or employed, shall be exempt from
the payment of all taxes, national, state, provineial and municipal, on

the salarics, allowances, fees or wages received by them in compensation
for consular service

Article V

1, A1l furniture, equipment and supplies intended for official
use in the consular offices and official consular residences of either




Article VII

1. Consuler officers of either High Contracting Party shall
bave the right, within their Tespective consuler districts, to
apply to or address the authorities, national, state, provineial
or municipal, for the purpose of protecting the nationals of the
High Contracting Party by which they were appointed in the enjoyment,
of rights acoruing by treaty or otherwise, Complaint may be made
for the infraction of those rights, Failure upon the pert of the
proper suthorities to grant redress or to mccord protection shall
Justify interposition through the diplomatie channel, and in the
ebsence of a diplomatic representative, & consul general or the
consuler officer stationed at the capital ehell have the right to
epply directly to the Government of the country,

2, Consular officers of cither High Contracting Party shall
within their respective districts, have the right to interview, to
comunicete with, end to sdvise nationals of their country; to

uire into any incidents which have ocourred affecting the ine
terest of such nationelsy and to essist such nationels in pro=
eeedings before or with in the
of the other High Conmtracting Party, Consular officers of either
High Contracting Perty shell be informed immediately whenever
nationels of their country are under detention or arrest or in
prison or are eweiting trial in their consular districts and
they shell, upon n to the ut) 8, be
pernitted without delay to visit and commmicate with any such
nationals,

3, Hationals of either High Contracting Party in the terri-
tories of the other High Contracting Party shall have the right
at all times to commmicate with the consular officers of their

0 to their officers from nationals
of either High Contracting Perty who are under detention or arrest
or in prison or ere awaiting trial in the territories of the other
High Contracting Party shell be forwarded without delay to such
consular officers by the Locel Authorities,

Articles VIII

1, Consular officers in pursuance of the laws of their rese
pective countrys shall have the right, within their respective
consular districtss

(8) To take and attest the caths, affirmations or deposie
tions of any occupent of & vessel of their country, or of

national of their country, or of eny person having permanent resie
dence within the territories of their country;y

(b) To authenticate signatures;
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{e) To draw up, attest, certify and unthonuﬁ unilateral

de
of the nationals of the High Contracting Party by which the consular
officers are appointed; and

(&) To drew up, attest, certify, and authenticate unilateral
acts, deeds, ons axd written instrue
ments of any kind, which are intended to have application, execution
and legel effect principelly in the territories of the High Contracte
ing Party by which the consular officers ere appointed,

2, and documents thus exeouted and copies and
trenslations thereof, when duly euthenticated by the consular of-
ficer, under his official seel, shall be received as evidence in
the tmimiu of either ugh Contracting Party as original docu~
ments or authenticated copies, as the case may be, and shall have

u-mt«ummmuu by or executed before &
other public officer duly authorized in the territories
of the !Sgh Contracting hrty hy which the consular officer was
lppeintd, provided, always, that such documents shall have been
drewn and executed in uoatoﬂlty with the laws and regulations of
the country where they are designed to take effect.

Article IX

n case of the death of a national of either High
mmning Plrty in the territories of the other High Contracting
Party, without having in the laullty of his dcc-u. any known heirs

by him local authore
ities shall at once inform the nearest oouu:l.ur officer of th- High
Contracting Party of which the deceased was a nluml of the fact
cf dnth, in order thet may be ‘ to
he persons concerned,

2, 1In case of the death of & national of either High Cone
traeting Party in the territories of the other High Contracting
Party, without will or testament whereby he has eppointed a tese

tamentary executor, the consular officer of the High Contracting
Party of which the deceased was & national and whose district
the deceased made his home at the time of death, shall, so far as
the lews of the country permit and pending the appointment of an
administretor and until letters of sdministration have been granted,
be deemed qualified to take charge of the property left by the dece~
P

cer
tor within the diseretion of a court or other agency contrelling

the adninistration of estates, pradd.d the laws governing edminis-
tration of the estate so permit,

3. Whenever & consular officer accepts the office of admie
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ministrator of the estate of a deceased countryman, he subjects hime
86lf in that especity to the jurisdiction of the court or other
fgency meking the appoinbment for ell necessary purposes to the
same extent as if he were a national of the High Contracting Party
by which he has been received,

Article X

1, A consular officer of either High Contracting Party shall
within his distriet have the right to appear personally or by autho=
rized in all matters the

and distribution of the estate of a deceased person under the juris-
diction of the loeal authorities, for all such heirs or legatees in
the estete, either minors or edults, as may be non-residents of the
country and nati of the High Ang Party by which the cone
sular officer was appointed, unless such heirs or legatees have ap-
peered, either in person or by duly suthorized representatives,

2, A consular officer of either High Contracting Party shall
heve the right, on behalf of the noneresident nationals of the
High Contracting Party by which he was appointed, to collect and
receipt for their distributive shares derived from estates in pro=
cess of probate or aceruing under the provisions of workmen's come
pensation laws or other like statutes, for transmission through
channels preseribed by his Government to the proper distributees,
provided that the court or other egency making distribution
through him may require him to furnish reasoneble evidence of the
remission of the funds to the it being

that this responsibility with respect to remission of such funds
shell cease when such evidence has been furnished by him and age
eepted by such court or other ageney,

Article XI
(Jurisdiction of Consular Officers over internal disorder in
vessels of his country)

1, A consular officer of either High Contracting Party shall
have over arising out of the
internal order of private vessels of his country and shall alone
exercise jurisdiction in situations, whenever arising, between of-
ficers and crews, pertaining to the enforcement of discipline on
board, provided the vessel and the persons charged with wrong
the waters

doing shall have entered the or

within his consular district, Consular officers shall also have
Jur over issues the adjustment of wages of
the erews and the exscution of contracts relating to their wages
or conditions of employment, provided the local laws so permit,

2, When acts committed on board private vessels of the o
by which the consular officer has been appointed and within the
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territor:

108 or the territorial waters of the High Contracting Party
by vhich he hag been Tecelved, constitute crimes aceording to the
laws of the Tecelving country, subjecting the persons guilty thereof
%0 punishment by a sentence of death or imprisonment fop g period of
at least one year, the consular officer shall et exercise jurisdicte
don except, insofar as he 4 permitted to do so by the laws of the
receiving country,

3. A consular officer ahall have the right freely to invoke
the essistance of the local police authorities in a1l matters ere
to the maintenance of internal order on board vessels of hig
country vithin the territories or the territorial vaters of the
country by whih he hag recelved, and upon such request the requisite
@ssistance shall be given promptly,

Article X137

1, A consular officer of either Righ Contrac Party shaii
hnthr!.ght toimututhuthpn:"h of the :%;zm‘hcw
tracting Party within his consular district, the private vesgels
er-qﬂqd-unatauﬂnbonetoelmfarth-panlothu
country, for the 8ole purpose of observing the sanitary conditions
and measures on board such vessels, in order that he may be
ensbled thereby to, execute int of health and other
d country, and o orm his
the extent o which its Sanitary Tregulations
at of departure by vessels destined to ite
perts, with a view to mumng-nh-,y of such vessels,

2. In exercising the righ; conferred upon them by thig Lrticle,
consular officers shall act with all possible dispatch and without
wnecessary delay,

Artiels XTIT

1, Proceedings relative to the salvage of vessels of
either High Contracting wrocked upon the coaste of the other
Righ Contracting Party shall pe directed by the consuler officer of
the country to which the vessel belongs and within whose district
the wreck may have ocourred, or by some other person authorized
far such purpose Ty and whose identity and

be made known to the local authorities by the con

2, The local authorities of the country where the wreck hag

® o~ % = s
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octurred shall immediately inform the consular officer, or such
other authorized person, of the occurrence, Pending the arrivel
of the consular officer or such other authorized person, the local
authorities shall teke all for the pr

of persons and the preservation of the wrecked property, The local
authorities shall intervene only to meintain order, to protect the
interests of the sdvers, if the salvers do not beleng to the crew
of the wrecked vessel, and to ensure the execution of the arranged
memte vhich shell be mede for the entry and expartation of the
selvaged merchandise and equipment shall not be subject to any
customs or customhouse charges unless intended for consumption

4n the country where the wreck has ocourred.

3, When the wreck occurs within a port, there shall be ob=
served also those arrangements which may be ordered by the local
authorities with a view to aveiding any demsge that might other=
wise be eaused thereby to the port and to other ships,

4, The intervention of thelocal authorities shall ocassion
no expense of any kind to the owners or operators of the wrecked
vessels, except such expenses &s may be caused by the operations
of selvage and the preser of the and nt
saved, together with exp that would be under simie
lar circumstances by vessels of the country.

Article XIV

Honorary consuls or vice consuls of either High Comtracting
Party, as the case may be, shall enjoy those rights, privileges,
exemptions and immmities provied for in Article I, paragraph 1,
Article II, paragraph 1, Articles VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII,

III, end XIV of the present Convention, for which they have
receive authority in conformity with the laws of the High Con-
trascting Party by which they are appointed; and they shall enjoy
in any case all thr rights, privileges, exemptions and immunities
enjoyed by honorary consuler officers of the same renk of any
third country.

Article XV

by virtue of an official

High Contracting Party by which appointed addressed to the Govern=
ment of the High Contracting Party by which he has been received
advising that his functions have ceased, or (2) by virtue of a
request from the Government of the High Contracting Party by which
eppointed thet an exquatur be issued to & successor, or (3) bty
withdrawal of the exequatur granted him by the Government of the
High Contracting Party in whose territory he hes been discharging
his duties,

A consular officer shall cease to discharge his functions (1)
Aon from the of the
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1, The present Convention shall be retified and the ratificae
‘tion thereof shall be exchanged at Manila, The Convention shall

$eke effect in all i%s provisions immediately upon the exchange of
retification and shall continue in force for the term of ten years,

2, 1If, six months befare the expiration of the aferesaid
period of ten years, the Government of neither High Contracting
Party shell heve given notice to the Government of the other High

Party of i to the Ce 1
upen the expiration of the aforesaid
Convention shall continue in effect after the aforesaid period
and wntdl six wonths from the dete on which the Government of

either High Contracting Party shall have notified to the Governe
ment of the High Perty an int
Convention,

period of ten years, the

to the

In faith whereof the above named plenipotentiaries have eigned
the present Convention and have affixed thereto their 9211,5._

Done in duplicate st Manila, this fourteenth day of Merch in
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fortyeseven and
of the Independence of the Republic of the Philippines the first.

For the Government of the Republic of the Philippines,

(s@,) ELPIDIO QUIRINO
For the Government of the United States of America

(saD,) PAUL V, MONUTT
SIGNED: MARCH 14, 1947

RATIFIEDs APRIL 11, 1947
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