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FORT SANIIAGO

The historical old fortress of Manila, overlooking the
mouth of the Pasig River, was more than three hundred and
£ifty years, the stronghold of the Spanish military forces
in Manilas It has been under the flags of four different
nations and possibly fifth, if the new Republic of the Philip-
pines oventually takes control of the Fort and makes of
a monument to a spectacular and bloodstained historical back
ground, The Fort stands on near the site of the original fort
of Rajah Soliman, whomo the Spaniards dislodged when they cap=
tured the city in 1570, The building of the present Fort was
begun in 1582 and had wndergone very little change, since its
completion, prior to the destruction caused by the reoccupa~
tion of American Forces in World War II. :

For Santiago derives its name from the patron saint of
Spain, Santiago de Apostol and It is well to note 00, that the
Second Spanish Governor of the Philippines, and under whose di=
roction the first stones of the fort were laid, was named San=
tiago de Veras The Fort is rich in traditions and many stories
57 accounts are related of Ghe use to which its musty cells,
chambers, and under-ground dungeon were pute It is well lmowm
%oo, that Dre Jdose Rizal, the Filipino martyr, was imprisoned
there on his lash_day before being led to his execufion on the

01d Luneta on Decembet 30, 1696,

The first Anerican flag was raised officially in Fort
Santiago on Augist 13, 1698, and a plague to commemorate bhis
ventiul day rest: the ramp leading up to what is now
Fort, Santiago Thealer, located at the Southwest corner of the
Forty

Since the reoccupation by American Forcgs the Fort has
served as a Transportation Corps Depot, servicing all army

Vessels in this theatere
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HISTORY OF FORT SANTTAGO

In relating an accownt or brief history of Fort San-
tiago, we must go back to the twelfth century when the first
fearless mariner discovered a chain of islands across the Chi-
na sea inhabitated by !Saracens's He reported these as peace-
ful people, but the next account of them tells of Sulu pirates
and Vsavages" who lived by fighting and plunders

When Magallanes (Magellan) again discovered the Islands
in 1521, he found a people who know how to fight, and lost his
life at their hands on Mactan Island near the Island of Cebu.
On a second expedition headed by Légaspi, a spanish settlement
vas established on the Island of Cebus Great difficulty was
had in maintaining peace with the inhabitants, so when repart
was received of a large island called Lugon with a great bay
and a sturdy people, Legaspi dispatched an expeditionary foxe
under command of Captain Martin de Goiti and Juan de Salcedo to
investigates When this expedition arrived in the year 1570
opposite the town of Manila, a rude but strong wooden palisade
was already erected by the natives at the south side of the
mouth of the Pasig River, and there were twelve bronze cannon,
of native manufacture, mounted for the defense of the places
A1 of this furnishes good ground for belief that Fort Santia-
g0 has a history that may be traced back past the dawn of Mo-
dern Philippine history to the time when the first group of
Malayans were gathered by the Pasig under the leadership of a
Mohammedan Rajah, and built a log enclosure for defense against
other peoples about thems The mouth of the river was always
the strategic position of the whole country, and on that same
spot Fort Santiago stands today as a monument to the Philippine
Islandse

Accounts differ a little as to just what happened when
Salcedo's expedition sailed into the bay of Manilae Fr Juan
de 1a Goncepcion says that Rajah Soliman rallied his forces
and manned his twelve bronze guns in the palisade and made a
goodly defense of the place, but the besiegers were Victorious
and set fire to the city and afterward captured Cavite, Ano-
their accownt states that surrender was made without opposition,
the cannon were captured and taken to Panay, a treaty was made
and signed in blood by Salcedo and Rajah Soliman, and the ex-
pedition returned to Cebus

fihen Legaspi, adelantado or knight-proprietor of the
Philippines, heard of the fine location and great bay of Manila,
he at once made preparations to shift his headquarters, and
in April 1571, he took the city, and found it empty, as the in=
habitants had fled after setting fire to their housess
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Legaspi soon placated the Rajah, and on May 19, 1571
founded the city of Manila, and the written history of Fort
Santiago begans The old palisade was at once strengthened,
and the natives were commanded to build a wall about the
place, and o erect quarters for the governor and the soldiers,
but the work was not accomplished until the new governor, San-
tiago de Vera, seeing the need for more stable protection than
a wall of stakes, cleared the ground and laid the first stones
of the fort that bears his names These stones are still in
the wall, though difficult to identify at the present times

When Governor Dasmarinas arrived in 1590 he brought ins-
tructions from the king of Spain to fortify the place so as to
insure it against all attacks by land or sea and at once set
about the worke His first construction was that of the circu-
lar wall still standing in front of the parapet of the fort ite
self, Fort Santiago was originally built by the Spaniards when
they settled and built the town of Manila, Manila, as it was
first laid out, consisted roughly of a triangular city, composed
of the typical churches, homes, shops, etce The entire city
was_enclosed by a wall roughly 20 feet in height and approximate-
Iy 10 to 20 feet in thickness at the bases The walls were sur-
mounted by guard walks to provide easy coverage for sentriese
Bastions or gun positions were included in the general plan to
provide complete enfalade or covering fire by artillerye The
city was setiled on the bay, now known as Manila Bay, and order-
ed by the Pasig Rivere The apex of the city was Fort Santiago,
situated so that it covered both the river mouth and the bays
The geographical conditions of that day were somewhat different
from the present time insofar as the bounderies of the bay are
concerneds A student of military affairs today would be some-
what puzzled by the position of the Fort because the Bay is
now some 1,000 yards distante However,when the Fort was built
the Bay came directly below the walls of the Fort on the South
bordering roughly the line of what is now Bonifacio Drive, and
the river, as it does now, ran directly below the opposite wall,
At one time, a moat completely encircled the landward side of
the Forte

Fort Santiago, being the apex and main line of defense *
the city was the center of Spanish military activity in the old
walled city, and as such was heavily fortifieds Even today
01d solid shot cannor balls may be found in abundance around
the Forte During the times of the Spanish Inquisition, the
dungeons of the Fort were used by the church tribunals for
their infamous proceedings. As it is typical in all Spanish
Ports, dungeons and cells were provided in abundances The
river (Pasig River) side of the Fort has walls that rise
sheerly 35 feet above the rivers These were the walls that
housed the Water Cells, where unfortunate prisoners were
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placed in the evening at low tide, and removed 4gain in the
morning, dead thru drowninge ALl of these cells have now been
sealed off but evidences of them can still be found despite the
blastings of modern warfares

“La Real Fuerza de Santiago", (the royal stronghold of
Santiago), as Governnr Dasmarinas left it, consisted of a
straight grey front projecting into the river mouth, An open
gun platform above was supported by arches and called the
UBattery de Santa Barbara", in honor of the patron saint of
all good artilleristse A lower tier of fire was afforded
through embrasurés in the casements formed by the archess
Simple curtain walls without interior buttresses, extended
the flanks to a fourth front facing the citye The casements
were afterward: filled in and the embrasures closed and the
curtain wall facing the city was changed to a bastions

Many strange stories have been told about the Spanish
occupation of the Fort up to the time of the American occupa-
tione 01d Spaniards living in Manila shake their heads wise-
1y and intimate that if they were to tell all they know, it
would be an astonishing story indéeds How much thoy really
know is a question, but certain it is that the people held
a great fear of the old places As far as the walls are con=
cerned, there is some foundation for the storiess There are
storerooms and magazines, and the outer curtains are connected
with the main walls in some cases by widerground passages, or
were, before these tunnels were destroyeds The filling of
the old moat closed them probably forevers lhen the wall at
the end of Calle Aduana was removed, the inner chamber was
found filled with humen skeletonse There were however, under
ground passages and deep-built cells in the fort itselfs
Then the Americans took charge of the Fort numerous lower
passages and cells, some considerably below the level of the
Water in the river, were discovereds There was also a movable
gate by which the water could be admitted from the river, and
211 the evidence pointed to the use of these cells in the same
manner and for similar ends ad such devices were used in
Europe at the contemporary period; that is, for the harsh hand=
ling of enemies of the kinge There are many people vwho affirm
that there are underground passages leading !Back as far as the
o0ld Army and Navy Club", but not one knows where to find the
secret door to the hidden chamberse There are many of the opi=
nion that slave labor, procured from raids on small native vile
lages were used in the building and construction of the Fort
and VWialled Gity, and that these laborers were either worked to
death or killed upon completion of the work, so that they might
not reveal the secret of the underground passages and cellse




Of some of the stories. told, is the one of a wWoman
vwialled up in one of the lower chambers vwith a baby born the
day she entereds When the Americans came sixteen years later
they found her with her sixteen-years old child, who had never
been outside the midnight cells Another political prisoner
was to have been drowned, but in the excitement of the events
preceding the surrender of the place, he was forgotten, and the
Anericans found him a raving maniac, having had no food for twelve
weckse In other chambers were found skeletons telling their
ghastly tales with no need of commentarye Strange noises used
%o be heard at night, coming from these lower chambers, until
the entrance thereto was walled up, and that chapter of shudder
forever closeds

Four flags have floated over Fort Santiagos For three
hundred and twenty-eight ycars the Spanish ensign was unfurled
%o the tropic breeze, except for bhe brief time when the Bri-

tish flag supplanted that of the lords of the islands nared
after bheir discoverers and conquerorsas

The unfurling of the third flag heg:ms with the Americans
Erg of Fort Santiago, on Algust 13, 1898, shortly affer the
Spanish-American Ware Even in this short e comparatively
quiet war, Fort Sentiago played a major part that is no always
fully appreciateds When Admiral Dewey sailed into Manila Bay
the Fort was one of the lone spots of resistance, firing, with
out results, upon the American Squadrons It is not surprising
that results were poor considering that solid shot was used
against "modern" battleshipse

If Fort Santiago has no other cause for renown, the evem
of 1898 would be reason enough to make it famouss In the
court General Merritt met the Spanish Governor-General on the
memorable 13th of August and arranged the preliminary agreement
for the surrender of the Spanish citadel of the Oriente Tl
Ancrican troops were in the city and the insurgents vere out-
side, disappointed because they were not admitted to equal
rights with the Americans. The Spaniards were disarmed, and
the people lived in quaking terror of what the morning might
bring, for the tales of what occurred when the British sacked
the city in 1762 were enough to cause a shuddere For a week
no one ventured out of his house; but none of the terrible
‘things came to passe There was no pillage, no bloodsheds, no
rapine nor plunderinge The astonishment of the natives knew
no boundse Every American has reason to be proud of this con-
quest of old Fort Santiagos After the American flag raising
cerenony 2 formal military review and parade was held, and the
control of the Islands was turned over to the first American
Governor-General of the Philippines, Grover Cleveland-Willian
lcKinley, later to become President of the United Statese

——
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In that period after the War, Manila became one of the most
inportant Foreign Army Posts. The headquarters of the Philippine
Section of the US Army was Fort Santiago. One of the first command-
ers of the Philippine Headquarters was General Arthur Mehrthur, fa=
ther of the present Commanding General of the Far Eastern Command.
The military features of the old fort were abandoned, office build-
ings were erected on top of the wall, and it was thought it would
never be used es a fortress again.

Then came World fisr II, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the
infornal errival of Japanese troops, in Manila to place the Philip=
pines under the rule of a fourth flag, "The Rising Sun". Upon this
arrival of the Japanese Army in Vianila in Januery 1942, meny officers
of the U.S. Army in the Philippines were trapped in Fort Santiago.
The Japs were quick to appreciate the possibilities of the Fort, with
its old torture chambers and dungeons. Many a high ranking American
Officer was imprisoned here, many never came out from its walls again
However, the majority of the prisoners were those to be classified in
the category of "politicalt prisoners. Those who had information use=
ful to the congueror.

The Headquarters of the Military Police of the Philippines was
in Fort Santiago, and its cells were soon packed solid with prisoners.
Natives of lianila have called this "The Blood Stain of the Philippinest
Here vas the center of the highly coordinated and extremely efficient
torture groups of the Japanese Army, GCells were crowded and filthy.
Drinking water was in abundance, bub usually just out of reach of the
prisoners, The Mwater cure! was a specislity here, (The forcing of
water into the body thru the mouth or rectum), Beatings too, or sus=
pension by the thumbs or toes. Not just rumored tortures, but facts
substantiated by men who suffered here for months. But those who are
still alive to tell their stories are a distinct minority. If a POW
or Goncentration Camp was too good for you, you went to Fort Santiago.
The number of men who died here can not be calculated, Hundreds of
bodies, decomposed beyond recognition, were burned when the American
Forges moved into the Fort., Germany had its incinerators at Belson,
and other infamous camps; Santiago too has its burn't offerings. One
cell under the main bastion of the Fort was apparently used for this
purpose, and even today in July of 1947, it may bo Seen with charred
bones covering its floor to an unknown depth, Human ashes to a depth
of many foot. And behind it is another dungeon, reached by an open-
ing only 24 inches in size, and behind this still other cells, all of
yhich still have the stonch of death., The once magnificént Old Fort
was left a mass of broken wrockage and twisted structures, littered
with the bodies of dead Japanese and Filipinos covered over by debris,
Even many months after the war with Japan had ceased, dead bodies were
boing discovered in the rubble and ruins, The walls of the old Fort
wore pitted end broken, its buildings with very few exceptions are gone
ond the ones loft are no longor recognizable, The famous old Spanish
Archyay with its ornate carvings still stands but has been demolished
almost beyond & point of recognition, The trees, gardens, and all its
boastiful lendscaping is gone, but the old Fort, the Bloodstain of tho
Philippines is still here,

v
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On 30 November 1946, National Heroes Day as dedicated by the
Philippine Republic, amidst ceremony and prayer, a National Monument
was erected inside Fort Santiago in the Arca formerly occupied by
the building serving as Quarters and Detention Cells. (See part (2)
of Legond). This monument vas erected above the burial ground of some
600~700 bodies found throughout the Fort and in the cells and believe
ed to be the bodies of Filipinos who died as a result of Japanese
treatment in Fort Santiago.

The Fort was first occupied as a permsnent home by the Trans-
portation Corps in lay of 1945 and was designated as the TC General
Depot. The TC General Depot redesignated as the Transportation Depot
PHILRYCOM is still occupying the Fort and performing its mission of
supplying all army vessels in this theater with material necessary
for opsration, under the guidance of its Commending Officer, Lt. Calonel
A. Annan Cook,

-
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LiGEND

(1) Menila Unit = A. Major Nishimura's Office
B. Stairways
C. Adjutent's Office
D. Underground Gells

(2) Quarters - Gells - Investigation Room, electric torture
room, hanging, water cure (Where General Lim
was tortured)

A+ Detention Cell

B. Investigation Room - Water cure - torture
C. Mess Hall (for Japs)

D. Corridor

E. Detention Gells

F. Detention Cells

G. Detention Cells & Torture Room

H. Detention Cells

and Infirmary and Cells Underground (ihore elleged
8§ assailants of Prosident Laurel vere tortured
to death)

4. Detention Cell

B. Quarters

C. Infirmery

D. Doctorts Quarters

E. Under ground and Second Floor Cells, torture
GChamber, Investigation Room.

(5) Officer's Quarters
5 (R) - Rizal's Gell

(6) Kitchen

(7) Tagalog Class Room for Japs and Lecture Room

(8) Arch - Insido are JapiQuarters

(9) Garage

(10) Bath House

(11) Stable

(12) Detention Cells = 16 in ell = whore the following were detained:
(different dates - 1943)
Goneral Lin = Cell No. 4
Gen. Grent - Unknown cell at Bldg. (12), Bldg. (15)
he occupied cell No. 1 prior to transfor
Col, Alejandro Santos - Gell No, 1 occupied cell
No. 1 in Bldg. No, (15)
Col, Thorpe = Cell No. 5 - occupied cell No. 4
in Bldg. No. (15)
Col., H, Straughn = unknown cell = occupied cell
No. 1 in bldg. No. (15)
Gol, Nekar & 11 Filipinos - Gell No, 13
Col, Arthur King Noble - unknown cell
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(13) Detention Cell, water cure
(14) Iadies' and Men's bath, serves as torture chamber
(15) Adm Building - National Division - Office of Col, Nagehama and
Filipino informers.
GROUND FIOCR - a,b,¢,d,e, cells occupied prior to
transfer to Bldg. (12) of Col. Straughn, Col, Santos,
Col, Thorpe, Gen. Grant, Col. Nakar, Capt. Barker,
Col. Noble, Martin Moses.
F. Querters
G, " Office
H, Toilet
. Guard
(16) Guarters
(17) Tool Shed
(18) Repair Shop
(19) shed
(20)
(21) Faucet (for prisoner)
(22) Guardhouso
(23) Barracks
(2h) Main Gate
(25) Vegetable Gardens grown by prisoners for Japs
(26) Vegetable Gardens grown by prisoners for Javs
(27) Vegetable Gardens grown by prisoners for Japs

The following prisoners wers brought
lupa, and back to 0ld Bilibid.
metery, their fate still unknown:

to old Bilibid, then to Munting=

Later on they were brought to the North Gem

1, Gen. Lim ~ (uncertain)

2. Gen, Grant

3. Col. Straughn

4, col. Thorpe

5. Col, Nakar

6. Col. Martin Moses

7. Col. Arthur King Noble

&, Capt, Barker

The following survived:
Col. Santos
Manuel Wloriage
Antonio Quirino
Gebriel Mendoza

T, Lao

SOURGTS OF INFORMATION:
listed men, and guerillas,

Dr, Rautista

Feliciano Pamintuan
Congrossman Jesus Serrano
Lorenzo Lorma

Iucas Villacrucis

Former civilien prisoners, USAFFZ officers and en—
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GATE OF FORT SANTIAGO

Upon entering into the original Fort Sentiago, as first completed
by the Spaniards, can be viewed the remains of what was onco the beau-
tiful archway or Gate, leading into the old fortress. It is truly sis-
nificant as an Arch de Triumphe as the armies of every conquering nation
has passed beneath it's magnificence. The beauty of it's situation, the
richness of it!s architectural treasure and the enchantment which proceeds
from it's past grandeur, can with regret, be viewed in a state of destruc-
tion and decay. The attached sketch shows in outline only, the archway as
it appearecd several years ago, a perfect reminiscence of tho grandeur of
Spain three centuries ago. In the tower of the arch is engraved the Pat~
ron Saint of Spain, "Santiago de Apostol", after whom the Fort was named.
The famous Patron cen be seen riding on his charger ready to give the fin-
al blow to his vanquished foes. In the center of the arch is the Coat—
of-hTm of Spain, which is the symbol of colonization and Spanish dominance
three centuries ago. On each side of the arch is depicted a Spanish sol-
dier and a 1lion, @ true symbol of the strength and power of Spain during

the height of her glory.
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HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPPINES COMMAND
15 Mar 49

* A CERTIFIED TRUE EXTRACT COPY
FIIE Nos 999-234
TITIER Referemce cases of Fort Santiage Massacre
ORIGIN: Fort Santiage, P,I,
5

November 19,4, Durimg this latter peried of time she was tortured by have
img %o sit for 24 hours a day without talking, She was foreed te undresa
in the presemce of the Japamese amd was slapped. She stated that 21 or more
persons died each day im the Bilibid Prisom,

The following information, as related by lirs, Marda Martines, 1s based
on hearsay;

The Fort Santiage Massacre eccurred between Christmas and New Year of

1944s 3000 people were tertured amd starved te death, These persons were

" Veaten and bayoneted, MNome were shot fer tortures were the customary prace
, tice. The water cure was administered by forcing a tube up the rectum and

gllowing wate:

. death by choking, Burming was alse used te kill prisomers, The mem in
gharge of such torture methods were Captaim Kabiasi and Nagahama Nisimura,
3000 men were taken from neighboring prisems and gathered at Port Santiage
“and were killed by torture and burming, Most of these were ote:
death, ®o ome escaped the masscave, The reasen for this brutality was the
ropeated American attacks by air and the possible landing of Americam Forces
on Luzen,

Submitted herewith and made a part ef this report of lmvestigatiom are
affidavits of Jose Tepacie Nuemo, Hermemecilde Atiensa, Andres Dj Sisom and
Ernest Stanley, Thers is alse attached and ande a part of this report am
article eatitled "Stery of Fort Samtiage" which appeared in the March 3, 1945
dssue of the "Free Fhilippines", a Manila Mewspaper, Also submitted ave signe
od statenents of Aurelie L, Iucero, Serafim Aquine, M.F, Tauwaugee and am
‘Affidavit of Irimeo Buemeomocejo,

'3/ RoW.B,
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Authority yrvp Sg3095—




Files 999=23-h
Titles Reference cases of Fort Santlago Massacre
Origin: Fort Santiago, Pe I.

Dates 3 19hii=hi5 Classification:
Authenticity:
Source: Investigation Section
Bxtracted iy DFD _ Date_23 Dec LS l!nnﬂ.‘l.d —Date____°
EXTRAGT, Page 2,
* * » *

“The Fort Santiago Massacre occurred between Christmas and New
Year of 19hk, 3000 people were tortured and starved to death. Thage
pergons were beaten and bayoneted. None were shot for tortures were
the customary practice, The water cure was administered by forcing a

and

y therely causing the death by ch was also uged 0
kill prigoners, The man charge of such torture methods were Captain
Kal ra, 3000 men were taken

Kab: Misimra,

Prisens and gathered at Fort Santlago and were thmu
urning, West of these were Layomated to death. Ho one escaped the
massacres The reason for this was the

abtadks by air and the possible llndi.ug of Auu-im Forces on Ingom."

* ¢ * * *
p o

Extracted by:
2 Marth9, AGRD

i iom

Investigator
Tnclosure § 4
b go2x
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| HISTORY o FORT SANTIAGO
26 November 1947

Souvenir oopy of talk giver '+ Lt Ool &, Anzan Sook Depot Gom-
mander of the Philrycom Tr.snortation Dapot, at the monthly
meeting of the Hanila Chapter, drmy Transportation Association,




This

s pamphlet has been assembled at the direction of
the Comanding 0fficer Philrycom Transportation Service

(Lt Col. Joshua R. Messersmith) by the Commanding Officer

of the Thilrycom Transportation Depot (Lt. 001. A Annan
Cook), outlining the historical events in vhich Fort Santiago
played such an important role in the development of the new
Republic of the Philippines.

Fort Sentiago
History of Fort Santiago
Map anc Legend During Japanese Occupation

Sketeh and Description of Fort Santiago
ate or archw

History of Santo Domingo Church

Pre~far Map of Intremuros (Walled City)
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FLORRETES S A N 308 G0

The historical old fortress of Fanila, overlooking the
mouth of the Pasig River, wes more than three hundred and
fli‘ty years, the stronghold of the Spanish military forces
in Manils. It hes been under the flags of four different
nations and possibly fifth, if the new Republic ef the Philip-
pines eventually takes cont.rol of the Fort and makes of it,

a monument to a spectacular and bloodstained historical back
grouvnd The Tort stends on near the site of the original fort
Of Rajoh Soliman, whom the Spaniards dislodged when hhey cap-
tured che city in 1 70. The building of the esent Fort was
begun in 1582 & undergone very little change, since its
complevion, prior to the destruction sed by the reoccupa-
tion of American Worces in “orld War II.

¥ort Santiago derives its name from the »utron saint of
Spain, Santiego de Apostol and it is well to note too, that th
Governor of the Philippines, and under whose di-
stones of the fort were laid, was named San-
The ™ort is rich in traditions and many storie
reln ted of the use to whlch its musty cells,
und Gunceon viere » It is well known
izal, the Tilipino martyr, was imprisoned
day before belng led to his execution on the
cembor 30, 1896,

chambers,
too, that
there ca hieg 1
0ld Tunetu on %

sh Lmerican flug was reised officially in Fort
Aurust 12, 1898, nnd a plague to commemorate this
eventrul day rosts ‘tv.,p the romp leedinz up to what is now

ntisgo "henter, located at the uoutluest corner of the

Siace the 1
servea g a T
vesselis in thi

ation by Americen Forces the Fort has
Lmn Corps Depot, servicing all army
he_‘tcr.
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In relating an account or brief history of Fort Sen-
tiago, we must go back to the twelfth century vihen the firsi
fearless mariner Giscovered a chain of islends across the Chi
na sea inhabitated by "Sarecens". He reported these as peace
£ul neople, but the next account of them tells of Sulu pirate;
and "cavapes" who lived by fighting and plunder.

“Then Megellanes (ifagellan) again Giscovered the Islen
in 1521, he found a people who know how to fight, and lost hi
life at their hands on Mactan Island near the Island of Cebu.
On a second expedition hezled by Legesni, a spanish settlemen
was established on the Is d of Cebu, Great difficulty was
hed in maintaining peace with the inhsbitants, so when report
was received of a large island called Luzon with a great bay
and a sturdy peonle, Legaspi dispatchsed en expeditionery forc
under commend oi‘ Capt Yfartin de Goiti snd Juan de Salcedo
invectigate. fher this expedition arrived in the yoar 1570
onposite the town of Manil:, a rude but strong wooden nalisad
vias alresdy erncted by the nrtives et the south side of the
mouth of the Pnsip River, and there were twelve bronze cannon
of native mnnuf‘z cture, rouited for the defense of the place,
411 of this furnishes good ground for belief that Fort Santie
go has a history that may Le traced back nast the dawn of Mo=
dern Philipnine history to the time v the first group of
Malayans were gathered by the Pasig w the leadership o
lfohammedan Rajah, and built & log enclosure for defense ags.
other peoples about them, The mouth of the river was always
the strategic position of the whole country, and on that seme
spot Tort Santisgo stands today as @ monument to the Philinn
Islands.

1

Accounts differ s little as to just whet happened wi
Salcedo's expcdition seiled into the bay of l'anila. Fr Juan
de la Concencion suys thot Rajah Solimen rollied his forces
and manncd his twelve bronze guns in the palisade and made a
goodly defense of the place, but the besiegers vere viectorior
and set fire to the city aftcrviard centured Cavite, /Ano-
ther account states that surrcnder was nede without opnositic
the cannon were cantured snd taken to Penay, & treaty was mac
and sipned in blood by Sclcedo and Rajah Soliman, and the ex-
nedition returned to Cebu.

“hen Lesasni, adelantado or ht-nroprietor of th
Philipoines, hcard of the fine location snd great bay of Man
he at once made nreparations to shift his hendquarters, and
in April 1571, he took ths o ty, and found it empty, os the
habitants had fled aftcr sectting fire to their houses.
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Legaspl soon placated the Rajah, end on Nay 19, 1571
founded the city of Manila, and the written history of Tort
Santiago begen, The old palisade was st once strengthened,
ané the natives were commanded to build a viell about the
plaoce, and to erect quurters for the governor and the soldiers,
but the work was not accomplished until the new governor, San-
tiago de Vera, seeing the need for more stoeble protection than
a wall of stakes, cleared the ground snd laid the first stones
of the fort that bears his n These stones are still in
the wall, though difficult to idemtify ot the presont time,

‘ihen Governor Dasmarires arrived in 1590 he brought ins-
tructions from the king of Cnain to fortify the nlace so as to
insure it against all attacks by lund or sea and st once sot
about the work., FHis first consbturction w i
lor well still nding in
self. Tort Santiago was ori
they settled and built the town of l'anila
first laid out, consisted rouchly of a triansular city, composcd
of the typlcal churches, hom-s, shops, cto. The cntire ity
wos_enclosed by o wall rou;! . 20 feet in heisht and approximat
ly 10 to 20 fcot in thickness =t the base. The vslls were sur-
mounted by cusrd walks to provide casy coverage r sentries,
Bestions or gun positions wes included in the gcneral plan to
provide complete enfolede o vering fire b illery. The
olty was settled on thc bay, nov known os i Bay, and order-
ed by the Pasig River, The anex of e oit Fort Sentisgo,
situated so that it covered hoth the river mouth and the bay.
The geogranhical conditions of *that dey somewhat differen
from the nresent time insofar the boundsries of the bay arc
concerned, A student of military effeirs today would be some-
what puzrled by the position of the Fort becnuse the Bay is
nov some 1,000 yards cistant, Iowever when the ort vias built
the Pay came dircctly below the walls of the ¥ort on the South
vordering roushly the line of what is now Bonifacio Drive, and
the river, &s it does now, ran directly below the opposite wall,
£t one time, a moat completely cnoircled the landwara side of
the Wort,

&

Fort Bantisgo, boine the apex and mein linc of defonso of
the city was the conter of Snunish militory activity in the old
walled city, and as such was Leavily fortified, Hven today
old solid shot cannon balls msy be found in abundance around
the Fort, During the times of the Sneni Inquisition, the
qungeons of the Tort wire used by the church tri 1s for
their infamous proc ings, As it is typical in all Spenish
Forts, cungeons nnd cells vierc nrovided abundsnce, The
river (Posig River) side of the Tort has valls thot rise
sheerly 35 fect above the riviv, These verc the walls that
houscd the """ater Cells , v unfortun~te »rizoners were
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placed in the evening at low tide, and removed again in the
morning, dead thru drovning. ALl of these cells have now been
sealed off but evidences of them can still be found despite the
blastings of modern warfare.

"La Real Fuerza de Santiago", (bhe royal stronghold of
Santiago), as Covernor Dasmarinas left it, consisted of a
straight crey front projecting into the river mouth. An open
gun platform above was supnorted by arches and called the
"Battery de Santa Barbaral, in honor of the patron saint of
all good artillerists, A lower tier of fire was afforded
through embrasures in the cassments formed by the archess
Simple curtain walls without interior buttresses, extended
the flanks to a fourth front facing the city. The casements
were afterward filled in and the embrasures closed and bhe
curtain wall facing the city was chunged to a bastions

liany sbrange stories have been told about the Spanish
occupation of the Fort up to tie time of the American occupa-
tion. 01d Spaniards livin in Janila shake their heads wise-
1y ard intimate that if they were to tell all they know, it
would be an astonishing story indeed. How much they really
know is a question, but certain it is that the people held

a great fear of the old plico. As far as the walls are con-
cerned, there is some foundation for the stories. There are
storeroons and magazines, and the outer curtains are connected
with the main walls in some cases by underground passages, or
vere, bafore these tunnels v stroyed. The £illing of

the old moat closed them, probably forever. hen the wall at
the end of Calle Aduana was removed, the inner chamber was
found filled with human skoletons. Thore were howover, under
ground passages and deep-built cells in the fort itself.

hen the Americans took charge of the Fort numerous lover
passages and cells, some considerably below the lovel of the
water in the river, werc discovered. There was also a movable
gate by which the vater could be admitted from the river, and
all the evidence pointed to the use of these cclls in the same
mamner and for similar ends as such devices were used in
Europe at the contemporary period; that is, for the harsh hand-
ling of encmics of the king, There are many people who affirm
that thore arc undorground n:ssages loading Back as far as bhe
old aArmy and Navy Club", but not one knows where o find the
secret door to the hiddem chambers, There arc many of the opi-
nicn that slave labor, procurnd from raids on small native vil-
lages were used in the building and construction of the Fort
and Thalled City, and that these laborers were either worked bo
deati or killed upon complotion of the work, so that they might
not reveal the sccret of tho underground passages and colls.
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0f some of the stories told, is the one of & woman

walled up in one of the lower chembers with a baby born the
day she entered. vhen the Americsns came teen years later,
they found her with her sixtesn-yecr old child, who had never
peen outside the midnight csll, Another political prisoner
to have been drowned, bub in the excitement of the events
nreceding the surrender of *%e place, h s forgotten, and th
Americans found him & ravir, manioc, h ving had no food for t
weeks. In other chambers were found skeletons telling thelr
ghastly tales wiith no need of commentarys Strange noises usec
fo be heard at night, coming from these loier chambers, until
the entrance thereto vias walled up, and thot chapter of shud
forever closed.

®

Four flags have floated over Fort Santirgo. For three
hundred and twenty-eight ye the Sponish ensign was unfurle
to the tropic breeze, except for the prief time when the Bri-
tish flag supplonted that of the lords of the islauds named
after their discoverers and conguerors.

The unfurling of the third flag begins with the Avericen
pra of Port Santisgo, on August 13, 1898, shortly after the
Spanish-American ‘ar. Even in this short snd comparatively
quiet war, Fort Santingo played a mejor part that is no alweye
fully appreciated. Fhen hdmiral Devey sailed into Manila Bay,
the Fort was onc of the lon spots of resistance, firing, with
out results, upon the American Sguadron, It is not surprisin
that results were poor considering that solid shot wes used
against "modern" battleships.

If Tort Santingo has no other cause for renowm, the ever
of 1898 would be resson enouzh to make 1t famous, In the inn
court General Merritt met t Spanish fovernor-Ceneral on the
memorable 13th of August and arrenged the preliminary agreemen
for the surrender of the Snenish citsdel of the Orient. The
American troops were in the 1ity and the insurgents were out~
gide, disaopointe beoause they were not admitied to equal
rights with the tmericans. The Spenisrds were disarmed, and
‘the people lived in quaking terror of vhot the morni might
bring, for the trlec of ocourred when the British sack
the city in 176z were enough to cause a shudder. Tor § week
no one ventured out of his house; but none of the terrible
things came to pass, There was no pilluge, no bloodsheds, no
rapine nor plundering., The ~stonishment of the natives knew
no -bounds. Every American h.s renson to be proud of this ¢
quest of old Tort Sant After the American fleg raising
ceremony a formal militery review and parade was held, and the
control of the Islends was turned over to the first American
Governor-General of the Philinpines, Grover Cleveland-"7illian
HicKinley, later to beoome Presifent of the United States.

Authority o $E30TE
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r, Manile became one of the
most importont Foreipgn Army P 8. The headquarters of the
Philivpine Section of the US Army wag Fort Santicpgo. One of
the first commanders of the Philippine Hesdguarters was Gene-
ral Arthur Meirthur, fother of the precont Commanding General
of the Far Tactern Commend, The mlllm‘ry features of the old
fort were abandoned, office buildings vierc srected on top of
the wiall, and it was thought it would never be used as a fort-
ress agoin.

In that period after thc

Then came “forld “ar II, the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
apd the informsl arrival of Japanese troops in inila to
place the Philippines under the rule of a fourth flag, he
Rising Sun”. Upon this arrival of the Japsn ;.rmy in nila
in January 1942, neny officirsg of the U.T. my in the Philip-
pines vcre ttappcd in Tort Saenticgo., The Jeps uere guick to
appreciste the possibilities of the Fort, with its old tor-
ture chambers and dungcons,. Meny & high ranking American
Officer viag impr here, many never camc out from its
vialls agzin. However, the mgority of the prisoncrs viere those
to be clas.:lllcd in the catogory ofM"politicnl »risoners.
Those who hed information uscful to the conguer

The Feadquarters of the ilitary Police of e Philipoines
was in Fort Jantiego, ond its cells wet soon ed solid
with prisoners. IMatives la have celled s "The Blood
Stain of the Philionin Herc was c 7 the highly
coordinated and extrecmely efficient torture ¢ s of the Jan
nese Army. Cells werc crowded and filthy. Drinking water was
in abundance, but ususlly just out of reach of thc prisoners.
The "water cure" was o speciallty here, (The foreing of water
into the bocy thru the mouth or rectum). Beatings too, or sus-
r i « Not juct rumored tortures, but
facts substantioted by men who suffered hors I‘)r months, But
those who are still alive to tell their s are a distinct
minority. If a 20"’ or Concontration Camp too good for you,
you went to I @0, The nunber of men who died here can-
not be culculated. THundreds of bodies, decomposcd beyond recog-
nition, woere burned when the Licricen Torces moved into the
Fort. Cermeny hud its ineincretors at Belson, ond other in-
famous crvmﬁs, Santl co too hus its burn't offcrinss, One coll
under thc mein brgtion of the Tort was apparently used for this
purpose, anc¢ even today in Tuly of 1947, it may be seen wiith
charred boncs covering its floor to an unknmm denth. THuman
ashes to a donth of many feel. 4nd behind it is another dung-
eon, reached by en opening only 24 inchas in size, sand behind
this still other cells, all of which still have thc steneh of
denth, The once magnificent 0ld Fort was loft a mess of bro-
ken vireckage nd twisted structures, littcred with the bodies
of dead Ja se nnd Filipinos coverd over by ris. Even
many months aftecr the wer with Japan hid ccased, dead bodies




were being discovered in the rubble 2nd ruins. Thc walls of
the 0ld Fort were pitted and broken, its buildings with very
few ecxcentions are gone, and the ones lcft are no lonpor re-
cognlzable. The famous old Spanish Archu with its ornate
carvings still standc but has been dGemoliched almost beyonc
a point of recopnition, The trees, gardcus, ond all its
beautiful lan ping is gone, but thc old Fort, the Blood-
stzin of the Philinnines is still here.

On 30 MNovenber 1946, National Heroes Day as dedicated
by the Philipninc ‘enubllc, amidst cercmony and prayer, a
National Monument was erccted insidec Fort Santisgo in the
Area formerly occupied by : building serving as Quarters
and Detention Cells. (See part (2) of send)s This monu-
ment was crectcd above the burial Lr::!.mr] of some 600-700
bodics found throughout the Fort and in the cells and believ-
ed to be the bodies of Filipinos who dicd as & result of
Tepenesc treatmnt in Fort Santiago.

The Fort wes first occupied as @
Transnortation Corps in liny of 1945
TC Ce The TC General Depot re
ot, BIIIRYCOM is ¥
migsion of supply all army vcssels in
th material nocessery for oncration, undcr the
nding Officer, It. Colonecl Annan Coo!

orming
this theater
guidance of
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LEGEND

(1) Yenila Unit - A+ lajor Nishimira's Office
B. Stairvays
C. Adjubant's Office
D. Undorground Cells

(2) wuarters - Cells.- Investigation Room; electric torture room, hanging,
water cure {Ihere General lin vwas tartured)

4. Dotention Cell

B. Investigation Room - water cure - torture
C. less Hall (for Japs)

D. Corridor

E. Detention Cells .
F. Detention Cells.—
G. Detention Cells & Torture Room
H. Detention Cells

(3) Garage @

(L) Quarters and Infirmary and Cells Underground ( here alleged 8 assailants
3 o1 President Laurel were torturcd to death)

tention Cell

rters

Lrnary

Sctorts Juarbers

ound and Second Floor Cells, torture Chamber,
Investigation Room

3ige

(5) Officers’ Juarters

st

(6) Kitclien i

(7) Tacalog O

(8)

(9) G

(10) B

(11) &b

(12) Detention Cells = 16 in all = yhere the follaving were detained:
(different dates - 193)

General Lim - Cell HNo..l ! J
Gen. Grant - Uninawm,cell at Bldg. (12), Bldg. (15)

he occupied cell No. ] prior to transfer

Col. Alejandro Santos ~ Cell Mo. 1 occupied cell

No. 1 in Bldg. Na, (15)

Col. Thorpe = Cell No, 5 - oceupied cell No. L in Bldg.
fo. (15)

Col, H, Straughn - uninom cell ~ occupied cell Nae L in
bldg,. No. (15)

Col. Nakar & 11 Filipinos - Cell No, 13

Col. Arthur King loble - wnknown cell

ape
Authority iyv0 §830T7§



Sl

(13) Detention Cell, water cure

(14) Ladies' and Men's bath, serves as torture chamber

(15) Adp Building ~ National Division = Office of Col. Nagahama and
Filipino informers.
GROUND FLOOR = a,b,c,d,e, cells occupied prior to
transfer to Bldg. (12) of Gol. Straughn, Col. Santos,
Col. Thorpe, Gen, Grant, Col. Nakar, Capt, Barker,
Gol. Nobla, Hartin loses.

ner)

growm by rrisoners for Japs
own by prisoners for Japs
ovn by prisoners for Jars

: ;iccners were brought to old Bilibid, then to Munting
ola Bilivid, Later on they were brought to the North Ge

1. Gen. Lim - (uncertain)
2. Gen. Grant

3. Col, Straughn

4. Gol. Thorpe

5, Col. Nakar

6, Col, Martin loses

7, +Col. Arthur King Nobls
g, Gapt. Barker

s Collovin- survived:

1. Gol. Santos
2. Menuel Eloriaga
3. #ntopio Quirino
4e Gabriel Nendoza
5, Dr. Bautista

T DECLASSIFIED 6, TPoliciano Pamintuan
Authority yno SE3075 7. Gongressman Jesus Serrano

8, Lorenzo Lorma
- - 9« Lueas Villacrucis
10, F, Lao

SOURGES OF INFORMATION: Former civilian prisoners, USAFFE officers and en=
listed men, and guerillas,




GATE OF FORT SANTIAGO

Upon entering into the original Fort Santiago, as first completed

by the Spaniards, can be viewed the remains of what was once the beau-

tiful archway or Gate, leading into the old fortress, It is truly sig-
nificant as an Arch de Triumphe as the armies of every conquering nation
has passed beneath it's magnificence. The beauty of it!'s situation, the
richness of it's architectural treacure and the enchantment which proceeds
from it's past grandeur, can with regret, be viewed in a state of destruc-

tion and decay. The attached ske

chows in outline only, the archway as
it appeared several years ago, a nor?ict reminiscence of the grandeur of
Spain three centuries ago. In the tower of the arch is engraved the Pa-
tron Saint of Spain, "Santiago de Aps toll, after whom the Fort was mamed.
The famous Patron can be seen riding on his charger ready to give the fin-
al blow to his vanquished foes. -In the center of the arch is the Coat-
of-Arm of Spain, which is the symbol of colonization and Spanish dominance

three. centuries ago. On each side of the arch is depicted a Spanish sol-

dier and a lion, a true symbol of the strength and power of Spain during

the height of her glory.

Ambonwms'
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