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EXTRACT FROM NOTEBOOK #1 = DIARY OF MAJOR Hm.‘ J. PRIESTLEY

INFANTRY (PA
The 71st. Infantry, (PA) was inducted into the service of the United
States on 1st 1941. gt Battalion was inducted at

Magallon, Negros Occidental, the 1st and 2nd Battalions at Fabrica, Negros
Occidental, and the 3rd Battalion at Camp Leon Kilat (Dumaguete) Negros
Oriental,

Lt, Colonel Donald V. Bonnet assumed command of the regiment, lst Lt.
Edward Dale, Execute Officer. The several battalions were nominaly
commanded by Philippine Army personel with 1st Lt. Aguile commanding Hg's.
Bn., 1st Lt William Nacar with the lst Bn., together with lst Lt. Abbot
Chese Buyers, lst Lt William Nacar with the lst Bn,, lst Lt, J. A.Seay
eenior instructor, and 2nd Lt. Thomas Spechard assistant instructor, In
the 2nd Bn., 1st Lt,, Jose V. H. Banzon Commanding, Captain G.F. Healy,
senior instructow, 2nd Lt, W. C. Porter assist and instructor Captain
Eugene Hicks was senior instructor of the 3rd Bn, and 2nd Lt. Albert
Erickson as his assistant and the Philippine Army officer unknown.

The regimental headquarters was established in Magallon, the 2nd
Battalion moved to the P, A4, Cadre building at Mambucal amd intemsified
training was immediately commenced, The first Battalion remained at
Fabrica.

Training from Visayan-Mi He at Cebu were
followed as closely as possible; but only with great effort due to lack of
all put the most rudimentary equipment (Machine gung were not equipped
with spare parts, steam devices, or cl ), the ineffie
ciency, and inadequarte P, A. QMC, and Ordnance Supply, Firing ranges were
non existant, a large percent of the Non Commissioned Officers could
neither read nor write, and furthermore could not be reduced, nor could
privates re-made Non Commissioned Officers upon recommendation of the
Company snd Battalion commanders until a very late date, GConfusion was
further heightened by the several dialecte spoken within the companie
platoons, down to the very squads.

Resentment, and uncertainity upon the part of P. A. officers as to
the mcutal extmst of the authority of the American instructors. It was
finally clearsd up by and order placing American commissioned personnel in
direct command of the units they had been assigned to; at the same time
authority was granted regimental commanders to issue orders reducing non
commissioned officers and making new ones. Unfortunately the changes
were made after the commencement of hostilities.

On October 24, 1941 the regiment sailed from Negros in battalion
units, and-arri8d at Camp 0'Donnell, Tarlac on October 26, 1941, Here
1t was pi that the entire 7lst Division be assembled, At thig ‘time
the 7lst Engineer Bn, was aleo in camp, and It, Col, Bennett acted as Pogt,
Commander, In the early part of November, Colonel Sellick, Fu A. took come
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mand of the division which then consisted of the 7lst Infantry, 72nd Ine
fantry, one Bn, 7lst Field Artillery, and 7lst Engineer Bn.

Routine training continued until the outbreak of war when rush trips
to Fort Stotsenburg were necessarily made to procure such elemental neces=
sities as gun barrel packing, steam condensing devices, belt loading machines,
and spare parts, and spare parts and barrels for the Cal. 30 Maching Guns,
delivery of these items having not been made by P. A, Ordnance although
repeatedly requesitioned since the second week of September,

The 7lst Infantry upon the ofitbreak of hostilities was immediately
moved north of Manaosg, Pangasinan to go into USAFFE reserve (all available
elements of 7let Division assembled then).

The movement from 0'Donnell to Manaoag being uneventful except for a
division traffic jam, two miles long, in troad daylight (4100 PM) on the
Hanila - North: highway to San Miguel., Vehicles were jammed bumper to bume
per, and under observation of enemy aireraft.

At noon Desember 20, the 7lst Infantry less Héadquarters Battalion,
less the third Battalion, moved to Naguilisn, Pangasinan, via Baguio, and
the third Battelion, plus headquerters Battalion moved to Bauang, Pangasinen
to report éf the Commanding Officer, 13th Infantry (P.A,)

L
At midnight, Desember 20, the 1st Bn. was ordered to secure all tiails
near Naguilian leading to Baguio, and the 2nd Bn. was ordered to proceed to
a point 7 kilometers East of Naguilian and from that point at dawn to
commence an attack in the direction of San Pe: do, La Union, Before 1300
AM, the following morning that order was resc: due to the gppearance of
naval and transport units in the Lingayen Gulg, ;

The 1st Bn. was ordered on to beach de: from Bauang north about
00 yards, and tie their right flank in with some alements of the 11th Die

5
vision (P.A.)

The 2nd Bn, less "F" Co, and one section of "H" Co. was to hold the
bridgé south of Bauang on the Manila « North Road and provide flank secu=
rity for all elements north of their positions,

By 8330 AM of that morning the troope along the beach were forces to
withiraw to Bauang and up the highway to Naguilian. "F" Co, end the
Maéhine Gun Section from "H" Oo. constituted the rear guard, and engaged
the enemy about 5 kilometers east of Bauang.

The Regimental G, P. had been moved into Naguilian and y the
of the rear guard in that town, the 7lst Infantry, and all Hz:'pllv’-:: i
Units moved to Bagulo.
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Meanwhile the 3rd, Bn 7lst Infantry plus Hgs Bn, ar: ‘d at Bauang
on bhe night of the t'snmcth and found a guide who directed them babk
to the bivouac area, south of Rosario. Major Hicher was severly wounded
making a reconnicence in this area.

The afterncon of the 21st was one of confusion, disorder, and indeci=
sion of Camp John Hay, About 1330 AM of the 22nd it was decided that the
Tlet Infantry and fragments of other P, A. troops would evacuate Baguio
via Trinidad Valley = Buhod = Pinkian - Aretao, and attempt to reach USAFFE
lines that existed from to For Colonel
Horap, and one troop of the 26th Cavalry (PS), dismounted, Co's "A & B"
43rd Inf, (PS) and various fragments of P.A, units remaing in Baguio
8till undecided as to what steps to take.

The colum cleared Baguio about daylight and consisted of about twenty
civilian busses, three 8.P.M. and about Bhree torn and a half Government

$rucks,

The column reached Buhod sawmill in groups varying from single cars
to five or more busses the main body being bivouated by 8300 Pi, The gene=
ral consense of opinion at that time being that a trail existed from Buhod
to Aretao, which would enable the half-trakds to pass with the aid of some
extensive brush and timber clearing.

The next morning &'telephone call from Colonel Horan at Camp John Hay
ordered all units to return for the defense of Bagulo. Major Mores, Lt.
Porter and two enlisted men in a 4 ton weapons carrier and one .30 cal.
M.G. constituted the advance guard, The advance guard arrived in Baguio
long before the column due to thé fact that the 55 Kilometers from Baguio
to- Buhod was a narrow, and very difficult tfall fpdm the heavy vehiclea.
The advance party found Camp Jonh Hay enjoying peace and quist, a garrison
air prevailing and meals were still served regularly in the mes:

Before the head of the following column reached Baguio orders from
USAFFE were received ordering the evacuation of that city, Upon the are
rival of the colum it was immediately refueled end sent back.

The morning of the 24th the 7lst, and accompanying unit were again
in Buhod, Here it was ordered that all vechiles and all food, and equip=
ment that could not be carried would be destroyed and the column would
leave for Aretao immediatelys

The column bivouaced @t Pinkian, and arrived at Aretso about 3:00 AM
the morning of the 26th.

t 7300 AM that morning permission was given any casupl officers to
lﬁll}h Jjoin USAFFE Forces somewhere below te pass, and it was
thouglt that that pasc was held by the enemys al Inericans attempted
the run, and made 1t unmflested.

&
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~ (The American Officer not belonging to the 71st had remained at Pinhian

with their troops.)

The 71st Infantry marched due West to Dupot when it received word that
trucks had arrived at Arvetso to carry them to the USAFFE lines, and the
regiment immediately back tracked to Aretso where it found the necessary
traneportation to carry it to safety. Colonel Gunell had oontm.,d the
9lst Divieion by telephone and the trucks had arrived.

The 71t loaded on to the trucks, were carried to Bivousc area to
Mexico, Pampanga, and on the 28th of Dacember srrived at a divieion asseme
bly area in the immediste vacinity of Camp Juan Olvires, Pampanga.

On December 3lst the 71st Infantry relieved the 9lst Infantry at
Balivag, Bulacan, and on the afternoon of the 3lst was forced to retire
to the west baktk of the Calumpit river.

After the Baliuag engagement contradictory orders had sent a great
part of the regiment of ILubao, and the remainder of the regiment was also
on its way to Bataan when it was stopped at Calumpit Bridge.

The 71:t was reorganised into squads, platoons and aompuniu and was
displaced north of the bridge. Various other P,A, units (Among them the
72nd which had been driven out of Cabanatuan) taking the south sector.

The enemy attacked at 23100 PM, Jan 1, 194" and all USAFFE elements
withdrew about 4330 PM.

The regiment went into bivousc at Colis Bataan for about three days,
thewtook up a position, as an interior regiment, at Hermosa. The Japan-
ese artillery promptly knocked our artillery out and USAFFE troops with-
drew behind the Hacienda Abucay line,

The 7lst Infantry went into Bivouac for about four days on trail '11'
and then took up a 13,000 yard beach defense from Saysaigon ridge to
Payragan river,

Three da; hurmz:dh.mtdnmhuhmwp-ml
along the Aha-Ab river during the ay line,

After three days patrolling the 2nd Bn, took up a from line polﬂ.im
with & 1200 yard front, flamnked by the 72nd Infantry on the left, and
91st Infantry on the right, Shourtly afterward the 2nd Bn, was ttlohad to
the 92nd Infantry for tactical purpos (The entire regiment had bben
attached to the 9lst Division for some "tine, )

About March 6th the 2nd Bn, was relieved on the front line due to the
high percent of casualties due to malaris and malnutition, and was replaced
by the 3rd, Bn., The 2nd Bn, took the 3rd Bns. beach sector, and one come
pahy of constabulary was ascigned to the left flank of the regiment, .°
other changes in position were undertaken.

CERTIFIED TRUE EXTRACT:

\
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Brief Outline of Activities Prior %o and During War

On Dec 7, the North Luzon Force was ordered to man the beaches of
North Iuzon and to carry out othdr disposition as follows: 1lth Div.
from Dagupen North with no night limit, 2lst Div. West from Dagupan
around Bolinao Pt. to Dasao Bay exclusive »_from Dasao Bay. to
Subie Exclusive, lst Bn 45th PS with about 1 B of PG at Bagac,

Zlsgt Div at O‘Ihnnlll under USAFFE, 9lgt Div at Cabinatuan USAFFE control,

At Stotsenburgs 2 tank Bns (1924 & 194th) USAFFE-control, 12 Btvs
USAFTE control, 28 Gay, Corpe control. - KL, Beserve. AT1
art'y units were unde: control (i.e. units of F.A. Brigade)

(23d FA), 86th & 88th - Bty A was force res, N.L.F.
n- under N.L.F. eontrol on Lingayen Gulf: 1 pas. near San Fabian,
2d ne: ar Lingayen dmllutorthnlgnnn.mu

r Dagupan, 34 net
l-b'nkr, At that time there were no NLF Engr or Sig. troo) They
grew as they and equipment become available- the latter of Ihich was
for the most stolen here and there. 1 Bn, 12th Inf, was in the Caga-
yan Valley in PA training mp- Aparti, Tuguegarao, Gamu and Echague
when war broke out. In addition 2 Cas 43d Inf were at Bagulo .

On Dec. 8 as War broke there was no change in
except in the Cagaysn Valley where it was intended that all tmp- in
the PA camps there would assemble in Aparri and Tuguegarao.
in Aparri, however, scattered and ran at the outbreak and all \mitc were
assembled at Tuguegarao.

Except for bombings of Baguio, Ilagan, Tuguegarao, Aparri, Iba, Clark
Fleld etc, there wae na hostile activity in North Iuson wti1 Dec. 10 when
eight transports landed in Lingayen Gulf near Vigen and a simulf
landing of about & regiment was made at Aparri (Gonszaga). Of the ﬂ.nt the
first contingent partof the troops affected landings at Laosg and
enemy at Aparri, immediately moved up the valley to secure the lndiu
field at 'nxuglrlo. l‘ol.‘lo'ina the debarkation at ¥igan and Lsoag
Dec 10-16 further beac! ads were established at Agoo and San Fernando,
thd landings in all cases hlng practically unopposed by our own t.rnop-
or art'y.

On about Dee 15th or 16th, & By of the and g Bnof the Lot
mmtnntfamdeinuyofsnlm,h , to block the
coastal plain corridor to the South. General Ilhwri‘ht desired to at~

tack to the N, i—d.imlyndnqunhd that the Zlst and 9lst be re-
undhhhforthnwryou,thonmtoh Mwmmd

SPig, His request was not granted, however, and not until thu.t
strengthened N. of S.F was the 7lst Div released to N.L.F., the Zlst Inf.
going N, to support the 2 Bus of the 12th & 13th Inf.

The Tagudin on Dec. 15th or 1
%M Ty Lk, W1lians (olnce kilied)s mol:.hhn

an enemy
. was a viotory for An-Fil forces and the enemy withdrew with 16-18 casual-
ties, Just prior to this clash one troop -c- of the 26th Cav, dismounted
and motorized was dispatched to cum&mmmnl-mn, S, and
plans were made for demolition of all Mt., roads if withdrawal became neces~
sary (dem, earried out).




After the initlal encounter the enemy pushed down in force owt-fian-
king the right of the defenders and cutting them off, The A<F force, how-
ever, = 7lst Inf & 2 Bus, of 12th & 13th plus SPls under Lt. Col. Ganahl
escaped to Baguio thru the Mts, and later rejoined the NIF at San Fernando
Pampanga via Balete Pass, Following this "J" flanking move the lst Div
was released to the NIF and it and the v « took over
the right flank of NIF on the right of the 11th Div - the general boundary «!
with the 11th Div, being Hiway #3. In the meantime on about Dec, 12 one
Bn of the 334 Inf, was sent to reinforce the Bn of A5th Inf at Bagac and
on the 14th the 3lat Diy was taken from the NIF and assigned to the Batesn
Force, Th connection with landings on the North - none were made in the
8, or N shores of Lingayen Gulf. On one occasion transports cazme within
range of one 86th FA gun pos., were fired upon -2 vessels being reported
hit with one set on fire, but no further attempt to approach the S. or N.
beaches was made.

on about Deg, 12 NIF - CP moved from Stotsemburg to Bambam when the
former become untenable due to heavy bombing - all woods in the vicinity
being used for cover, Later, just after the 3lst Div, was released to the
Bn. Force, the NIF = Cp was moved to Alcala on ‘the Agno R, When the threat
developed at San Fernando one Bn of tanks and £ Bty's of SPis were placed
in support - (not attached as they should have been) of NIF, Many command
difficulties were brought about by the "support" status of art'y SPis and
tanks instead of being "attached".

As pressure increased from the N. and the enemy pushed down the cosst
and order to withdrew to the S, was given, the plan being to withdrew on
successive phase lines to a final positive on the Bamban-Arayat line. The
routes of withdrawal were - flat Diy astride Hiway #7, on its
right roughly along hiway thru Dagupen watil it joined #3, the Zlst Diy
%%ﬁon the right E of hiway #3, the on the right E of

3 (bdy. Sl? Fabian, Mansog, and Urdaneta- thence generally E of #3 to the
Pampanga R.

The ocoupied was generally Binalonan-San Carlos-Aguilar,
the from Tayug to Urdaneta to a point N of Mangaterem on Hiway
#7, the along ‘the R. from Tayug, Bayambang to a point just |
N of San Clemente, the from San Jose, Guimba, to Hiway #7 just
N, of Tarlac and the Final Phage Line at Bambem-Arayat.

The tactice employed in withdrawal were to hold during the day and with-
draw during the night to - & covering shell being left to withdraw after
daylight. a were under and in many ins-
tances in great confusion, @ccording to scheduled, the final phase line
being held until the SIF cleaned San Fernando, The initial enemy threat
developed into a flank move to threaten our right flank, The
broke under pressure end the 26th Cay was rushed in uhtll the 9lst Div
could get there. The 26tk experienced heavy fighting in Damortis, Rosario
Posorrubio, Binalonan, and at Tayug - withdrawing from Binalonan to Tayug.

5
In the meantime the 9Ret Div had formed abregt of the llth Div. on the
Agno R. and the 26th Cay, was withdrawn to Memica to reorganize. From then
on throughout those withdrawal the 9lst Div bore the brunt of the attack
contaet being made throughout but with no strong threat. It was estimated
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that 3 J.Divs. were employed alongthe immediate front, Heavy fighting

took place at Tayug, Cabanatuan (art'y setting fire to the town - heavy 7
dead there), Gapan, Baliuag, Plaridel, and Calumpit, The major engage-

ment occurred at Carmen- Villasis (Besson captured on 25th) when our for-

ces lost several tanks and suffered many casualties,

While the 11lth & 21st Divs, held on the Arayat-Bambam line the
bridge was blown and the 9lst Diy was left on the E of the R, on Hiway
#5 to protect the withdrawal of the SLF at Calumpit, The under
‘ Gen. Jomes was placed in support of the covering force with Gen Jones in
ecommend, The Zlst Div was 11y at San and
ol the ¢ 4 When the ? cleared the River %he

ing force of >

withdrew N. of Calumpit and into Bataan, the bridge being ‘blown behind

them. The llth & 2lst Divs. whee: and ded
Guagus-Porac defensive position , When the Arayat & Calumpit bridges

were blown the "Ja® were cut off temporarily E of the Pampanga R. and fur-
ther assault was held pp slightly, However, their advance continued short-
1y and on Jan 4 or 4 a_force estimabed at 2 Divs attacked along the front

of the Guagua-Porac position. The initial "J" effort was made on our left
at Porac onthe front of the 2lst Div. its men performing nobly and its art'y
firing point blank to repulse the enemy positions, and the major portion of
the line was retaken, The main effort then shifted to the right of our line
against the 1lth Div which broke after heavy fighting forcing the withdrawal
of the 2lst Div. During this action the Zlsh Div, ilst Inf (US) and the g6th
Cay had organized ard-occupied the Layac Jot pos. as a block force to bloeck
Rte #7 from Olongapo and guard against an enemy threat from the West.

In the Cagayan Valley as the "Js" landed E of Aparri the raw Ba. in
there in as far Ilagan., Col. Townsend was
sent to org. them and collect whateyer force available. He gathered most
of the Pn.and about 500 additional PA & PC resdrvists giving him a force of
about 1000 men,wikth which he started N, from Ilagan in two colums astride the
Cagayan R. to attack and seise the airfield at Tuguegarao. Before that ob-
jective was reached, however, the order was given for the withdrawal of the
Lingayen Gulf forces which necessitated the withdrawal of the Cagayan force
also as S. Jose on Hiway #5 was uncovered. The Cag, force affected the with-
drawal successfully and rejoined the NIF at San Fernando on about Deg, 28th
or.20th .

‘In the Mt. Prov, the troop ofthe 26th Cay and 2 Cos of the 43d Inf.
were cut off in the Mts. and remained there to fight guerilla warfare. Of
this force only & officers are known to have surrendered.

As general remarks on he Ling. Valley campaingn the "Js" used all arms
ineluding Inf, horse Cav, art'y and tanks, As far as is known the Cav did
not operate N of the Pampanga ?.

After withdrawing thru Layae the NIF withdraw into N, Bataen and
Jan 6 it became I Philippine Corps consisting of 31lst Div on the h.y
from vieinity of Mauban Pt. S, to vieinity of Babo Pt, 45th Inf organiming
Tesdrve battle position generally along the Pilar-Bagac Road, the lgt PA

piv (Regular) occupyingthe main battle pos, from S of Moron to Natib, the Jlgt
Yy in Corps res. Yy to the 45th Inf from
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the res. battle pos. The 1lth & were temporarily with the I
Corps and the 26th Cay was still missing working its way thru the mts.
to rejoin about __ . X

About an enemy threat developed S from Olongapo an initial force
of about 300 J8 being present. A troop of the 26th Cay was dispatched to
Moron to meet the threst and after a stiff battle the enemy retreated N.
On about Jan 18 it appeared in force end attacked the Moron Natib Pos, It
was while this threat developed that the 3lgt Div was withdrawn from the
‘beaches by USAFFE order and assigned to II Corps, the 91st Diy replaced
the 3lst Div on the beaches leaving no Corps res. except the 26th Cav.,
the 35th Inf. having gone to USAFFE control. The 11th Div was sent to re-
place the 3lst Div.shortly after the TZlst Div cameovers

On Jan 2lgt the attack on the Noron -Fatib position grew serious and
@ general withdrawal to the res. battle pos, just S, ofthe Pilar-Bagac
road was ordered, A strange "J" thrust at Mt, Natib had enveloped the
Diy right flank forcing it to withiraw along the
!and was able to reform later due to the lack of
enemy. Hagthe attack been pressed our entire line would have been threatened,
including the res. battle pos. The 9lst Div. affected its withdrawal in an
orderly manner,

The reserve battle pos. with its right boundary running from the Pantin-
gan R, valley to Mt, Mariveles inc., was ied with

an the right (left bdy. tr #7), 9lst Div from trail #7 N to Bagac then S,
along the coast, the 24 PC, which had Joined during the Moron-Natib battle
occupied the beach S of the Binuangan R. The 26th Cay. and the 7lst Div.
being reorganized, were in Corps reserve.

In the midst of the from the b pos. the enemy on
about Jan 23d made slanding on Tangascawayan Pt, At the time the N Section
of the Service Command area was incorporated in the I Corps,
was released and demoted to Col, and was promoted to Brig. Gen.
and place in command, At about the same time 1st Div. had been reorganized
sufficiently to take over a short part of the front just N of trail #7, the
9lst Div. occupying the remsinder of the main front to Bagac, the Tlst Div
on the coast from Bagac-Binusngan R., 2d P,C. from Binuangan R, S. to Canas
Pt. (Agloloma R.) Am, Air Corps units S to longos-Cawayan Pt., the Marines
and Navy orgaiized into Naval Bn,, operating on Tangascawayan Pt, The 57th
Inf was released to Gen Pierce's-control on about Feb., 1 and its units were
instrumental in wipingthe enemy out on Langascawayan Point (24 Bn), Anyasan
Pt (lst Bn) and Canas Pt (24 & 3d Bus) . The erth Inf. operated success-
fully on Agloloma & Quinanan Pts.

on what appeared to be a desultory attack on Bagae occurred
failed. patrol reports indicated that'it was a general attack hrok::t
our artillery - several hundred dead being found in that area. In con=-

junction with that ion landings were made over a period of days on Aglo-
loma, Quinauan, Anyssan, and Canss Pts. Each of these was engaged and by
the entire W coast was cleared of enemy. The 57th Inf, the lst and
%: ﬁ&h_h!. the 2d P.C, and Am, Air Corps units of the 5th interceptor
Conmand all participated im mopping up. It is estimated that about 800 J
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were killed, they being members of the veteran Tanai group, at least a full
regiment having been emplyed there by the *Js". In addition it is known
that a large preparation of the barges used to reinforce these elements of
97" were sunk by a combined art'y and aircraft attack. Baged on this ac-
tion it is believed that an entire "I" regiment attempted to cut the W road
and had the attempt been made in greater force our entire defense of Bataan
would have been seriously threatened, About 100 Js escape from Quinauan Pt
and got inland where they harassed our rear areas during week of Feb, 8-15
finally being annihilated by a troop of the 26th Cav under Maj Blonning and
wnits of the Zlst Div.

During the beach encounter on about Feb 6 an attack was made on our
front in the vieinity of the Gual R. It was later learned that this was part
of & major effort to have commenced on Jup 28 but which was delayed for some
reason, and it appears that the landings on the W coast were designed cut the
N road and create a diversion = with the main effort and attack beginning
on Jan 28, but, unknown to us, having been breken up.

The attack was apparently another plecemeal effort of a major
offensive. It developed into an engagement of large proportions and
for immediate concerted action by our front line unite our res. battle po~
sition might have been broken. A large penetration was affected. thru the

ng S.E. up the Gual R, and reached the Jct, of Trails #5 & 7 leaving
‘he enemy in control of both trails, In reducing this large pocket the

ngn Tank Bn,s 5
. 24 7,0, and a composite Bn of the 5lst Diy. were effec-

&5‘11 employed. These units (plus Cos "C" &"G" of 11th Inf & about 1'Bn
of 1st Inf) cut off and surrounded the "Je" in a large sack roughly 1000
yds in radius. It was reduced by steps involving close hand to hand fight-
ing and futile attempts of the enemy to break thru, Gen Jones commanded
the action (after initial efforts of Gen, Brawer proved ineffective) dgainst
the

I ot e e & Tiat biy (71et Div combine
coneisting of the 9 st Div combined
oL CePPiv) in line from B = 4. The consisting of the
(moving up from beach pos) W of Pantingan, the 11th Div. under
o The (formerly N section of Service Command)
commanded by Gen Plerce, was made up of lst P.C., (éth Inter-
ceptor Command units, 24 fnti Tepi Bn. P.A. and some small miscellansous u-
nits.

The . Sub Sector Hq. consisted of remmants of 7st Div. Hg, from which
comand Gen. Sellick had been relieved but had taken over Sorvice Command
before he was reduced. His Hy, then became that of the S, Sub-Sector. Part
of the 7let Diy Art'y and part of the 2d Bn. 88th FA were assigned #o this
Hq. Maj Herrick was assigned as Signal Officer,

The Left Sub Sector, comnanded by Col. Rodman, afber Gen Jones, was
...,p.md?yzdh. part of the.24th F, &, a Proy, By of the
o g g g B, e R R T
: con av, 29 f
o Tank B (USAFFE control) ' ;b
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After the Gual pocket engagement until the final phase of the war
cohtact with enemy was in the form of patrol action and skirmishes, Eriop
1o March 15 our patrols could venture at will N. W; at lit Natib, Bagac
and end of trail #7 the enemy could always be contacted but E of that
they could roam at will,

After the "Js" pushed out a screen and our patrols en=
countered difficulties, We learned definitely that the enemy was bldg.
a motor road from the vieinity of KP 158 to the E generally parallel to
&N of the Pilar Bagac road. Interpretation of patrol reports indicated
an enemy outpost line of about 5 Bus from Bagac to the Pantingan R indica-
ting a strong force to the rears

When the attack started on the II Corps on April 3 there was an in-
tense air bombardment of the main line and art'y positlons. This bombard-~
ment began on April 1 and lasted until April 5 after which all enemy ef-
forts were directed at he II Corps. About April 6, when the II Corps had
withdrawn to the S, and uncovered our complete right, flank and the II
Corps was ordered withdrawn to @ pos. S. of the Binuangan R. was ordered
and was in its 24 day when the surrender took place.

An attack on the night of 7-8 was ordered by Gen. Wainwright thiy Gen,
King- to the E by the I Corps, However, due to the withdrawal in progress
with itd disorganization and the physical condition of the men (60% ineffec-
tive) and pressure on the OPT made this contemplated attack a suicidal effort
and the order was cancelled. In place of that a similar attack N toward
Olongapo was suggested . Such an attack was equally suicidal, Gen King
and Gen, Jones even more or, were opposed to these plans and nelther order
was carried out the lst being countermanded on the right of the th .

Upon surrender the 1lth Div. broke completely and was in a diso: iged
pos. g:?nr units were kept well in hand, The destructions of .quip‘r-nt
ded to dul The took place at the I Corps
CP on the right of the 10th - the day of 9-10 being spent waiting. The
morning of the 11th the Corps Hq proceeded to Mariveles and there Joined
the death march,

In brief comment- the loss and destruction of material before the

final phade was resched was criminal, Large amounts of supplies were left
at Stotsenburg and no effort was made to get them out when transportation
was available, Many busses and other transportation with Divg during with-
drawal eould have been used., There was tremendous loss of food and ammmi-
tion due to carelessness and lack of Lack of 4 equip~
ment was atbocious due to lack of foresight before war was started. The

fficer personnel due to various contributive factors such as the "Irump",
evdrage Lt, Cols, sent in groat musber to the Ids), selection in all bran-
ches without qualification, Filipino "political promotions etc. was not what
1t might have been. H‘:!“ll'n any young officer place in responsible posi=
tion p d an
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Outline of ivitie v Har.

Prior to the outbreak of hostilities on about Sept 1 a SIF Hg
in skeleton form was created and functioned briefly. This Hq consisted
of Brig, Gen, Geo. Parker, Lt. Col. O O Wilson, Lt. Col. H. D. Johnston,
Capt, Arthur Christensan and Capt. Homer Uglow. Units to be included
under this command were not inducted until somewhat later and the
troops thus received practically no training before the war started.
Only two regiments the 42d & 52d Infs. were inducted on Sept 1 and no
others immediately thereafter.

The elements of the eom-:d were drawn \r{) as followss Nov 1 —&

1st & 51lgt Infs. mobilized and started training, Hov, 24th - 43d

%30 Tofa, Alst FoA. and Llst & .mo;‘nlon.h- X

51t led, Bus, Signal Cos, Hq & Hg Cos, & rvice Co, so that on
“the state of the SLF vas: 4lst Div complete less i

N, 5let Div complete less 1 Anti Tank Bn & 51st F.X, and

P.C. (inducted in Mid., Nov. and assigned for training only) released

at beginning of war,

The 4lst & 5lst Divs. were inducted and trained in S, Luson,
what 1ittle training they Hid have and at the outbreak of war they
were sent to their defensive positions on the beaches. The boundary
between division running along a general line thru Lemery & Pancipit
Rs, = Id. in Lake Tasl - Tagaytay and las Pinas inclusive to the

. The rest of the coastline was defended by the 5igt Div
with Manila Bay sector umoccupied due to location of the forti-

fied Ids, On Dec 20th the was assigned to the beaches
between Infanta & Mauban in and was given the road net in rear
© of it.

On about Dec 12 the Japanese landed at Legaspi after previously
‘bombing Daveo, Legaspi, Nichols Field, Cavite and sections in the
NIF territory and started to move N towards the main part of Luson by
rail & by road. Units of the 52d Inf were sent S to meet them - one
Co. along the road and one Bn was split up - its elements being given
different missions - to contact and delay the enemy as long as pos-
sible, destroy bridges and military equipment and impede the progress
of the enemy as much as they were able,

The of SIF activities bogan on Dac 24 when the
enemy landed in force at Atimonan and Mauban, The units of the

524 sent S encountered many adventures of war not covered here, some
being cut off and breaking thru- others making their way N to
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join their organization later. On the afterncon of Dec. 24 Gen Parker's
Hq. was moved to Bataan and the Batasn Force consisting o o

parts of the Phil Div., Hq and other misc. units. Gen Jones
took commend of the SLF upon Gen Parker's departure (his Div, the 4lst
having reverted to the Bataan Force).

By the night of Dec 24th the "Js" had crossed the Mts, at Atimo-
nan to Mslicbay and at Mauban had reached the sig-zag at Sampaloc,
The enemy from Atimonan advanced in successive states and by nlghtml
of the 25th were at Tayabas,
on the night of 27-28 contact was broken in that lru as the troap-
were ordered to Batasn, At Mauben the lst Inf less 1 Bn retreated to

on the L night of Dec. 25,
26th broke contact on the 27th and withdrew to Bataan via Pagsanjan,
Sta Crug, Ios Banos, and Manila, One Bn at Tignauan remained there
wntil the 28th with no contact and withdraw on the 28th. The regiments
in the SIF were reshuffled on the night of the 27th and were shuttled
into Batasn = no contact being made with the enemy . By
Jones and hie Ho. had arrived at Plaridel & contacted
By crdar of USAFFE Gen Jones was put in command of remains or the 7lgt
then at Baliuagz and stayed there to cover the withdrawal

of the SIF thru them Deg 3lst -Jan 1. By morning of the lst those units
and Gen Jones arrived in Bataan and the SLF ceased to exist, (Notes
Assg'd to SIF prior to this date and moved to Tagaytay pos, was the
Prov. Constab. Brigade, Three days were absorbed moving in and thru
mova out- no contact ¥eing made with the enemy, )

As part of the 3d Phage of the SIF the existed
its function having been to organize the position

from
in Batgan and assist in their occupaney.

By the night of m_zaﬂa last elements of the NIF had with~

drawn into Bataen leaving covering force at layac Jet. exposed to

tb- enemy, orxiniud from rl&ht to left in line the pos. contained

(US), and 26th Cav. At 8:00 A Jan 6 our art'y

lighud 1 mqy and began to register on them end at 9300 A.J,

art!y appeared on the road to be reinforced by oth-r art'y units soon

thereafter and a fierce art'y dual ensued, The "Js" also bombarded

portion of the lgt Inf line with superior ﬂ.re 41 by nightfall the
and part of the back, A4t

about 10 P, entire li.u was crdlnd vithdl'lnl blh!.nd tb. Abucay

eh

whi in great
Cay, not receiving t mmm:«mﬁmmuhm
¥ts. One Bn of the (m)rtmmly shot up and lost all but
one gun, The lst Bn of the 88th FA retreated in order saving all

The Maip Battle Foeltion previously ized, was
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originally by the II Philippine units from right to left 57th Inf,

i and 5lst Div, the 57th turning its flank on the beach
at and the v tieing in with the I Corps at Mt, Natip
This position was shelled almost constantly daily particularly on
the left flank ofthe 4lst Diy. and the right of the 5lgt Div.

Js effected a penetration in that sector aid between the
and left and the 3lst Inf (US) and 45th Inf (PS) were sent in
to counter attack at Abucay haciends, the 21st Div being sent in
to reinforce the MIR on the front ofthe Alst Diy. The counter
attack was successful, heavy casudlties being inflicted on the enemy
and mopping up operation were in progress when the retreat in the I
Corps Sector made a withdrawal from the Main Battle Position to the

= pos. necessary, Some Js had infiltrated thru the
II Corps, however, amil it is probable that they might have cut thru
the reserve Qrion-Bagac pos. had the withdrawal not been made.

The 1 was with a confusion
during which aggresive action by ™J" art'y, air corps and pround
troops might have ended the war before the end of Jamuary., The posi=
tion was occupied and divided into subsectors as follows from the
‘beach near Limay- North to Orion- to the Pantihgan: SS-A under
Col, Irwin -31st Inf. PA,PA Air Corps Bn, and PA Training Cadre; 5
88-B ~ Col, Doanes = Prov, Regt. U.S.A. Air Corps, SS-C- Gen Bluemel .
-41st Inf (to Marehl), 3lst Diy less
team, SS=D - Gen. Lough - 21lst Div on Right - 4lst Div, on left and
334 Inf on extreme left flank prior to Mar, 1 after which it become
Corps reserve and the 4lst Inf went from SS-C to SS-D, The Philippine Divi-
sion, partof which was to have occupied the front line was broken up
as Corps and Army Reserve and was employed piecemeal wherever neces-
sity dictated, Its Hw continued to exist under Gen. Iough but never
until the final futile effort was it brought together in any attempt
at concerted effort.

The Reserve Battle Position was further prepared and fortified
after occupancy - lowlands flooded, trenches dug, camouflage created,
barbed wire strung etc & patrol action was constant tut not pressure
was exerted until the first of April, Here as in the I Corps the !
nJa" and awaited

Toward the latter part of March enemy truck, tank and artillery
columns were sighted on the roads and near areas and it was obvious
that an offensive had been planned. This push came beginning April 3-
at about 8 A with intensive shelling, dive bombing, high level ‘bombing
and a general attack in the 424 Inf areas and by nightfall these units
had retreated in confusion down trails #6 and #29 to trail #8, the 424
Inf completely L¢ and The was contace
ted by Gen Iough and ordered to reorg., aml moved back up #6 b,
However, it was again hit by mass artillery, broke up and ddsappeared
The . not so hard hit moved N along the road and was not attacked
in force. On the night of April 4, the 33d Inf in Corpe Res, along Tr
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#il, about 1 Km N of #6 & #44 was order N to reinforce the line, but
was not heard from thereafter. On April 4th "J" tanks appeared along
the Pilar-Bagac road, some started down trail #28 and went back, and a
number worked down the Pilar -Bagac Road behind the MIR of the 2lgf
Diy along the Telisay R. The Adst Div then withirew under pressure

to the RRT on the slopes of Mt. Samat, In the face of these attacks
and withdrawal by the night of App 4 the line existed with a large
salient in SS-D end units were located as follows: 4lst Inf on extreme
left #29, a large Jap on its right to the M on
the forward slopes of Mt. Samat, 5lst CT,

3lst Inf PA AC Bn and the PATC, The 3lst Inf US hld been oz-d.nd
fron1hb1wunalruhhtoftnl2&l10mm was in
that area that night,

On Appil § th Olﬂwmaddumn‘”mdlnmu the face of
Semat and by night they had control of irail #64 to the CP of 'l‘.ho
- 2lgt Diy. and were working up the E slope of Mt. Surat, The exten
of the pmtntion by the "Js" was not known exactly and a oo\mux'
attack involwing the up Trail #29 with tank support and
the 3lst Inf (US) up astride #44, thence up #64 to #44 = then up
#4 to reinforce and establish the line. Before this could be accom=
plished in April 6 remants of the 2lgt Diy cam thru the
pos. and heavy fire was received from the enemy on Mt. Samat. Heavy
pressure on the front and left of the 3lgt Inf forced its withdrawal
to the S, bank of the San Vicente by nightfall of the 6th, The enemy
also forced hie nynp trails #6 & #44 in April 6, the
having been order .to be at disposal of Gen. Lough.
Before the Sm Ban oould reach Gen Iough, however, his Hq was cut off

by the enemy on Irail 8 end the Bn of thd 57th was forced to take up
a iufnn-in polieion behind the San Vieente R. at the
rt of the arrived late and that unit was forced

S on mu and into the I Gorpe sector,

'nms by ni, thll of April 6th situation was almost 1
counter offensive up tr #29 was
nimdudn,vi 0|n 8 Hq, was cut off from . The
"Jg" had routed the 4lst Div and followdd it up trails u where
the 1st Bn 57th encountered the snemy and held them nfﬂuﬂn

Vicente at Trail Jets #8 & #46. On the San Vicente & large gap existed
and then the had gone into pos, connecting with the
n.{;g: of on its ruht flank, Our art'y had been over-
whelmed and silenced and the 4lgt FA gwne had all been captured,

On April 7 an attempt was made to organize a defensive line along

the Patoc trail (#46) with 201st and 202d Engrs £il: the betwe
the 57th (2d Bn, in pos, with 1s ehmmumﬁé‘f‘ ﬁmn
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(US) and §8-C . ' The 26th Cav end 14th Engrs also moved up;“the
26th at being turned over to Gen. Blunel & the Engrs.
to Col, Tilly with the 57th Inf CP and ite 3d Bn. attached to
SS-C and Gen Bluemel, The "Js" followed up their aggresive move of ths .
6th and not only cut trail #46 but staged a separate attack in the m_m
area in the right half of £S=C forcing the withdrawal of the 5lst CT, along
with the US) to the S bank of the San Vicente and extend a line
with the 57¢h Inf, & 2lgt & 3lst Engrs. The 20lst & 301st Engrs,
had failed to arrive at their position on the Patoc Trail before the
enemy cut itamd those uhits were scattered & disintegrated, Thus Gen.
Bluemel decided to continue the withdrawal to the S bank of the Mamala
R where, after consultation with commanders of the 'y A

S) and Engrs, he decided to withdraw all elements to the
Alangen R. which long retreat was affected before dawn of the 8th,

April 8th found the 1ine held behind the Alangan R. in a confused
state dus to hasty retreat and mistaken routes of withdrawal, It was
obvious from the outset that this position was untenable, 41l 37 mm
guns and automatic weapons had bedn lost, nearly all 155 mn. were
of ammmitions, In addition the men were almost completely exhausted
by the long marches and days without food, The 26th Gay., which had
moved from #2 & #10 to #2 & #46 covered the withdrawal of other wnits
& then withdrew to the above pos, itself,

It wes intended that new position would be occupied with the
2 in 1line & the Mith Engrg in reserve,
but due to a mistake in retiring betwsen new and old trails #20 a
scramble ensusd and the lino was established with the and
. astride Trail #20, 3lst & 57th to E of old #20 - a big
gap %o the 803 Engrs, PAC, 3lst Inf PA and tho 4th PG, (the 4th
PC and 203d Engrs having been brought up during the night)

During the morning of the 8th Js bombed the line holvlly‘lnd
the and the 31st Inf PA pulled out, Enemy tenks & Inf fol-
16Wsd up guickly down trail #20 and soon surrounded the position
20t that by the night of the 8th the entire line was untenable and
further withdrawal become necessary, Orders were confused as were
the troops who scattered badly. The bulk of them caped down new
$20-. others cross comntry. Cols Tilly, Col Brady & Col. Saiat of

& respectively -mfd to gather
1T commands by the morning of the 9th. t)l,‘}iz
Ass't G-3 for II Corps met Gen. Bluemel at Jot of
& Teceived order to surrender. Gen, Bluemel was ordered to
up & position behind the Laiao R, but instead he left a screen and
moved troops the rear where surrender came later that day.

CERTIFIED 'TRUELCOPY s
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