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Vhen nows of the Forty-First Division's distatogration reached
Iin, Generel Fing released the 31st Tnfuntry, 1S, Nogiler Army, from
foree reserve to the desperate Second Corps, The Uith Faglnoer
Regiment, Phdlippine Scouts, and the 803rd Fngineers, Aviation, U.S,
Regular Army replaced the 3lst Infentry in force reserve,
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General Bluemel had hoped to withdrew his delaying forces to
the south bank of the Yamala River on April 7. He consulted there
with the commanders of the 26th Cavalry, the S7th Infantry, the 31st

gineers —- the only forces that he was able

Infentry, US, and the 1 I
to hold on to in those last hectic days —- but he came to the decision
that no'effective defense could be made st that point. He then or—

rawal to the south bank of the Alangan River, farther

dered a

souths
Vol I, Triumph in the Fhilippines, p. 170
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With the situation in the IT Corps aré somewbat worse than
oless; Osneral Bluemel 37 1od o fow ragped Tem-
nants of Prilippine Scouts and Rogwlar Ayny wnite in wtbempts to stem
the Jap tide at the Mamala, the Alangsn and the Tesko Rivers, and
Ty at ¥o employed the A staft
of the 26th Cavelry as kis comnend group.

Farly on April 8, the Fourteenth Bagineers, 1S, the 26th
Cavalry, 7, the J1st Infantry, U9, Reguler Army, & part of the
S7th Infantry,i8y the 803rd Aviation Fngineors Battalion, U9 Regular
Arny, end the Provistoml. Alr Corps R ginont, US Regilar Army, were
sble to sateblish a 1ing wlong this south bank of the Alangn River
in spite of almst contimous enewy aetiens

Vol T, Triusph in the Thilppines, p, 202
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¥ording ‘desperately in en attempt to bring a sewblance of
order oub of tho chaos that last night, Colonel Tilly ef S78h Tu-
fantry, Colonel Bredley of the 3lst Infantry, and Colonel Saint of
the WUith Enginesrs, -nlpdk.ihw-n@nﬂlm‘mtwﬁ
comuands by the morning of April 9 to esteblish them on o defense
line near Cabosben air fie1d, north of the tewn at lilometer Post
160, Hers the of the sional Alr Corpe » Fart
of the 200th Doast Artillery, AA, and several miscellansous wnite
were also employed,

The casualtdes in the 200th Coast Artillery had been exseedingly
heavy = almost the whole unit was wiped out,

«Vol, T, Triwmph in the Philippines, p, 186, 187
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EXTRACT FROM NOTZBOOK #1 = DIARY. OF MAJOR Wm.J» PRIESTIEY
South ‘Tuson Force = Batasn Porce = 11 Fhilippine Corps

Brief Outline of At{i'“‘u Prior to and During Wer

Prior to the outbreak of hostilities on sbout Sept 1 a SIF
Hq h skeleton form was crested snd functioned briefly. This Hq

consisted of Brig, Gen Geo Parker,

Hs D, Johnston, Gapt.

Infe.
.

top A g e
elements of the command were drawn up as follows:

Lt. Col. C O Wilson, Lt. Col.
.« Arthur Christensan and Capt. Homer Uglow.
this comvand were not inducted until
later and the troops thus received practieslly no training

dncluded under
Sl e

war started.

. ‘
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$ig0d Had 2
st aafidds
ltw 2 B
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51at Infs, mobilized and sterted treining, Nov, 24th -
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inforeed by other art'y unite scon thereafter and a fierce
Gusl ensued,  The *Js® alse bombarded pe

with superior fire and

artty

3

. ,‘:t receiving
e it

pértion of the
up and lost all but ene

nightfell the

vi\h'ﬂnuvhlplzdn. A% abo
wes ordered withirgwal behind the A
was executed in greet confusion,
the order was eut off snd withdrew thrc
wes badly shot
Bn of the 86th FA retrested in order saving all guns,
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The iuurn n-ttll Position was further prepared and fortified
after £1looded n: ereated
barbed wire -tm ote & patrol ntien was constant but no prnnn
was exerted until the first of April, Here as in the I Corps the
*Jg¢ entrenched end gwaited reinforcements.

Toward the latter part of March enemy truck, tank and artillery
columns were eighted on the roeds and near sreas and it was obvious
that an offensive had been plenned. This push came beginning April 3
at about 8 A with intensive shelling, dive honM.n(, high level bombing
and e general atteck in the 424 Inf areas and Ivn!@nnuthunmt-
bad retreated in confusion down trails #6 end H? to mu 78
424 Inf complet

contacted by Gen Lough and ordered to reorge. and md hu‘k up
However, it was again hit by mass artillery, broks up unﬂ
ppeared. The 4lst Inf, not so hard hit moved N « ‘:hlmd
and was mot attached in foree, On the night of ‘nﬂ 4s 334 e‘
in Corps Ree, Along Tr #44, AMIX.I-!N&“, was_order N
reinfores the line, but was not heard from thereafter. On April 4th -
*J* tanks along the Pilar-Bsgae road, some started down trail

128 and lnk Mn-ﬂ-rw‘m the P: e Road be=
iﬂ"lllof the Talisay R. The 2lst Div then
withdrew under pre -mn s of gat. In
ﬂatanofﬂnnuﬂ«hu‘t
line nhruux ul-yum csted as
t #29, 2 1 Jap-on
146 rignt to rmptop? = o S TRt
Inf, Prov, 3 31st Inf PA AC Bn snd the PATC. 3lst
Been ord .mnnm:mumumnnm
.
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the 57th Bn could reach Gen Lough, however, his H
Bafore eneny on Txatl 8 and the Bo of the 574D wes foresq po sert Off

:’dotnuiﬂ Nliﬁ:n*:lhhlﬂ the San Vieente R. at the o
tank support o @ 45th Inf arrived late and that unit
:.:n trail #29 and into the I Corps sector, vas foreeq

Thus by nighf.fnu of April 6th situation was aluost hopeless,
oOn the extrene laft the counter offensive up Tr #29 was
niPP'd and it, with Gn Lough's Hq. was cut off from The
#Js" had routed the 4let Div and followed it up trails & U. where
the lst Bn 57th encountered the enemy and held them N, of the San
Vicente at Trail Jete #8 & #46. On the San Vicente a large gep existeq
and then the 31lst Inf (US) had gone into pos.connecting with the

of Gen Bluemel on ite right flank. Our art'y had been over=

whelmed end silenced and the 4lst FA guns had all been captured.

On April 7 an attempt was made to orgenize g, ctcnlin line along
the Patoe trail (#64) with 201st and 202d Engrs £illing the gap between
the 57th (24 Bn. in pos, with ht Bn night of April 6) and 31st Inf (UB)
and The m-: ﬁ&h

ll' a n ﬁ- right half of foreing the withdrawal of the )
th the to nlhﬁu\hcln'&un‘t nd extend a
li.no 'S\h the 57th Inf, & & &
Engrs had failed to arrive ut their poluh- on th-
the enemy cut it and those units were scattered & dis:
Gen Bluemel decided to continue the withdrawal to the 8 bank of the
Mamals R where, after consultation with commanders of the
47th _Inf. and Engrs, he decided to withdraw all elements
to the Alangan R whioh long retreat was affected before dawn of the
8th,

April 8th found the line held behind ihonnull. hl ulr\u-d
state due to hasty retreat and routes of t was
obvieus from the outset that this position was untemsble . All ” o
gune and automatic weapons had been lost, nearly :il'i”_g. were
of ammmitions. In addition the men were .1--« uhnulhd

by the long marches and daye without food. m?’
noved from #2 & #10 to #2 & #46 covered the withdra: 'folhurmu
& then withdrew to the ebove pos, itnlt.
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