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PREFACE

HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY
Office of the AC of S, G-2

APO 442
1 July 1945

he Battle for Manila presented the first instance in the present war in which a

metrnpohun city strongly defended by the Japanese was assavlted and captured by 1. 5.

rees: The account of this engagement has obvious value in mm!n. for future oper-
.uo

The enclosed report was prepared jointly by the A. C. of S., G-2 and the A. C. of
S., G-3, Headquarters XIV Corps. As pointed out in the body of the report, there were
certain conditions present in the Battle for Manila which may not be duplicated in
later operations. Chief among these conditions may be mentioned the prohibition
against aerial bombing by American forces and the initial restrictions on our artillery
fire, both of which measures were prompted by the humanitarian desire to spare the
lives and property of a friendly people. Likewise, the presence of these people in the
city during the battle operated as a marked deterrent to the adoption of other force-
Tul measures. Obviously, the ce of a population hostile to our forces in a Jap-
ancse-defended metropeftan ares will cxest a marked effect upon the conduct both of
the offense and the defense.

In other ways, the situation in Manila was unique. The defense of the city was
entrusted to a naval commandor. The garrison was of conglomerate composition. Many
of the enemy troops were untrained and of low combat efficiency. Adequate basic or-
ganic weapons were lacking. Hostile civilians presented a constant problem to the de-
fender. These, presumably, are conditions which are not likely to be found in enemy
cities yet to be taken. Where an enemy city is defended by a well-organized and i

rained garrison under army command, there will probably be a higher degree
ordination.

Subject to these considerations, a cateful study of this report by all echelons of
command is highly recommenc

F. W. Hl-:m,
Colonel, G. S.

. C,
DECLASSIFIED | Acting AC of S, G-2.
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HEADQUARTERS XIV CORPS
Office of the A. C. of S, G-2

APO 453
26 April 1945
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PART ONE

ENEMY DEFENSES

The following points are stressed in this report: weapons used by the Japanese,
obstacles encountered, the integration of weapons and obstacles in defensive organiza.
tion, and tactics employed in small unit engagements by both Allied and Japanese
troops. In order to make the report as comprehensive and as clear as possible, addition.
al subjects, as listed in the Index, have been included. lllustrations, sketches and pic.
tures are in the numbered Annexes.
1. GENERAL

The familiar fatalistic mental attitude on the part of the Japanese was as appar-
ent in city fighting as in combat in any other type of terrain where this enemy has
been He has been indoctrinated with the offensive spirit to such an ex.
fent that, when forced to the defensive, his only objective is to live as long as pos.
sible. His communications were faulty; positions, while sometimes mutually support.
ing, did not provide for continuous prepared areas behind which he might retire, nor
2 route of withdrawal over which he might conduct the bulk of his forces to an assem.
bly area from which to launch an attack at an opportune time against an enemy with ex-
tended lines of supply and communication. Thus he could not be maneuvered out of
his position, but had to be i in place. For example—prior to our advance
on Manila enemy leaders directed that supplies and equipment be buried near positions
in which a last stand would be made. Throughout the campaign suicidal attacks were
ordered and sick and wounded soldiers were directed to take their own lives. Nowhere
are there indications of any plan or attempt to withdraw the Manila Naval Defense
Force so that it might be preserved as a fighting unit in event of the fall of the ety
to American forces. Any deficiencies, however, in the plan adopted or tactics employed
were not reflected in the combat qualities of individual soldiers and small groups,
These fought tenaciously and skillfully, to the bitter end, using all available weapons
and barriers, natural and artificial.

The main purpose of the enemy in defending Manila was threefold: first, to effoct
maximum attrition of American fighting power by utilizing the advantages of natural
and man-made defenses within the city; secondly, to delay the occupation and utili-
zation of the Port of Manila as long as possible; thirdly, to cripple the city as a base
for future military operations and as a center for civili: di
mental control. This third objective was covered in Mani
(MNDF) Order No. 43, dated 8 Feb., 1945, which reads in part as follows:

“1. The South, Central and North Forces must destroy the factories,
warchouses, and other installations and materiel being useq by Naval
and Army forces, insofar as the combat and preparations of Nave)
forces in Manila and of Army forces in their vicinity will not be i
dered thereby.

“2. The demolition of such installations within the city limits will be
carried out secretly for the time being so that such actions will
disturb the tranquility of the civil population nor be. used by the enemy
for counter-propaganda. Neither large scale demolition nor burning
by incendiaries will be committed.

“3. A special order will be issued concerning the demolition of the
water system and the electrical installations.”

oo
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Prior to the arrival of U. S. Army units in Manila, the enamy aituation wes ohseire.
These things were apparent: the enemy in Manila 2nd it environ not organized
‘ge combat unit; his activities were of a e nature, or ndicatod & with:
drawa to the cast; his communications had beon bidly erippled; he had we sesbrv and
no mobile combat force to employ against American units driving aggressively and
switdly into Manila. ‘The situation was further complicated by the threa
te American Divisions, the 1st Cavalry,
tacking the ity from 4

e insufficient in number to
detroyed aiplanta on Manii i vt
d a large proportion of the weapons uti-

arm Weapons were salvaged from de
S purs akips n theharbor.These provid
lized by the
The overall defenses of Greater Manila were entrusted

Mitsuji. The forces north of the Pasig River were commanded
adjutant of the Fourteenth Army, who nd unde

talions and one provisional Navy battal
direct control of Iwabuchi.
I, Part One.

to Rear Admiral Iabuch,

¥ Col. Noguchi, former

conteo o’y srovisonal Afmy y b
e rive

hose south of the
s crganisuion of e MNDF is shown in detai jr et

The evidencoseems conclusiv that the oriinal etenses of Manila rere proparod
. There

a

concern for our approaching thrust from the north. The order provided for & srvning
foree north of the Pasig. The southern portions o the ity especialy the Paco, Ey
Port and Malate Districts, were covered by a great numi
tpes. Road blocks and street barricades were constructed at all important street inter-
sections; and disposed along Manila Bay were over three hundred and fitty antic
ireratt u.nd dual purpose gun positions.

bl ,,m,dm s " Thig s Sroups of defenders became isolated in the large fortif
rom

dxd nnt mmly preclude the shlﬂ.mg of some personnel
ire of mutual s

an of the iy 5
forth in Anng v lhowmz Dru\cmn‘ msmmmm duc\lsud herein is set

L
PﬁnsoNNzL AND ORGANIZATION
enemy £,
t s defending Manila
aemy troops mmmng T::!:‘l;m“we:e:wdommanuy naval with a small number
were assigned operational sectors as shown in

"mwmm\wu o

el St
assigned to a

‘The naval force was a combination of many base
units, md incuded,in sddton to the normal Naval Gused fors

Naval cstabishment, claments of nava fing unis, crew e ot both navel
e civilian employees of the

posed (less one b:u!\mm south o the Paag
battalion was locate outhern portion of the Eastorn Sector, norh of the river.

e army units were two: The Manila Detachment of the Kobayashi Group (Hei-
d...) -na ey ‘Flank Detachment of the same organization. Both units were com-

porsonnel: remanis of the uits Which had prssed through

i, came under the e

converte ant
achmnta, aliongh 4 pat of tho Kobayashi Gra
Rear Admival Iwabuchi, and may be considered elements of his command.

Ihe Marila Detachment esimated strongth 2000, was criginally deployed north of
in the Northern Sector, but ultimately concentrated the bulk of

e amaros st ths Py Diiiet fon he fngh hase o the Manila T

South Flank Detachment, estimated strength 1,600, was disposed in the area of Nichols

Field, in the Isthmus Sector, where they were contacted and finally destroyed.

ENSIVE INSTALLATIONS

L Bubdlngy it gune
ral:  Japancae defenses within the ity were chractanied by improvis-
s Dessiadon. s mcapens of al 7508 ere wand hese and the taeics

Tather than withdrawal. Grenades, mortars, small arms and some artillery
in much the same way as in any other type of combat, the chief difference being that
ranges were reduced to a minimum.

Buttings: Tnteotions concrning the e of bulings n defense wre
it i ot i e, e Mogae Bosts catet 52 10 T (Tho B
il il ot e o il oo o
thereto were used for ground defense as well.)
unter-measurs to be tak st fun
tillery bombardment before the round forces, e
sy o cach it 1o ake.the Following meaatres, e ihe oneny
atiempts {o destroy compllely our key poins by ferce bombardment
prior to attack by his ground for
"1 1 is necssary o et e alinga's i key point as
le but because of the fact that no buildings can stand
0% 100 kg ana apove,raon Tyt ot guther n ono bulld-
it but will deploy and take cover or construct many individual fox-
ks e shapeof an clpu o) and ey trnchen
“In case of enemy bombing prior 10 the attack by enemy ground
e B nasestary 1o Teduce losses a8 mich 38 possibo by Faving
men temporarily Lak: cover, ete. It is Dreferabie 1o reuse bl
destroyed by bombin

us enemy it and ar-
. It is nec-

5
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Since Manila is located within an eart
very strong, heavy construction gauged by American standar

hauake zone, its buildings are necessarily of
As an example of this,

cement culvert pipe, with one-half ineh
steel sheeting as a base for the roof, over which sandbags were stacked
pproaches lings were also blocked by
ifls, machine e i weapons, which were normal)
tandbagged pil boxes. Full advantage was taken of stone s e
buumm t0 add to delaying obstructions.

Olstaces xnd mines covered by
tected by heavily
nd houses and

gp.Dical of the tenacious defense of buildings was the action center
{he Manila Hotel. Aftar our troops oscupied the upper o
4% an all night battle, the enemy
/apanese retired under pressure the
cstimated 200 o the enemy perished upon she sealing of the shelter
chr::u and | pictares . ustrating buiding defenses ave atta
Stadium (Anpes aHo% 18 invited o Far Eastern
use

ing around
loors of this structure follow-
reoecupied the lower level, e following moring

hed as Annexes 5 to
University, (Aunex 5) and to Rizal

1 vie srung on e nd dditionally covered by thres
hul'dmg v ik o Sl mlsﬁmbedded n concrete. The defense within the
‘Rl St

mmum

m a

gl cmmﬁ;:&ﬁlnch Square and consisted of four main athletic
" A drainage ditch 15 feot wide and 10 feet
oy

[T —

D
uthoriy (pOYETR7%

8 s i

doep along the entie east sdo of the stadium prosided a nauraltan

e o foter e 1y . ot v 13 o g 03 o ik O
g o 4 and a wide avenue (Vito Cruz) on lhe

Stk affondo he anemy encalent il of fve. The defens was

‘buildi

ing all doors, windows and passageways were barricaded with sand bags. Small
¥ifle slots had een shippe i the e end streck ‘approaches were heavily mined.

frete: Strsta ware hocked by all e of oltacen. Intamections were

baricaded and tiner defended by automtic and anttank waapons sited to_cover

streets approaching the mtevsection.  Approximaicly fifty barriers were removed bu:

tween 7 February and 3 March in the Paco, Exmita and Intramuros Districts of South
Manila, Am ne 26 shows an approsimate esonstruction o the nstallation . on typicl

street interscetion. In this particular case there was a supply of railroad car axles near-
S gart el e e e b

Other Fortifieations.

Pillboz in the aila are shoved e departare from the
conventio o ummu 2 7m0 fromertly enconte

Samial E.’i’;“‘i““” e, wood and sancoags-wers Standar. The thickness of
3wl e s b 1. oo . S et i o sandbag-
£ 0 3 dopi of several fst, thus vedueing fragmentation withn the contines af the
Position

e Pllboces and thelr mmediate apporoacheswer providedwith oetacen,uausl:
l:«' mnsmmg of barbed wire entanglements, designed to force our troops int

s of attacking

g sl v ok e dngions 1

o detp, "’”';W""e b p,fw“é e material with whish to sonee el pos

The debris fi L shattered hulldmgn f\lrnuh&d additional protection to pillboxes

e pon o hetfen whan piled around and on op of th positons, by die:

mpmng he oot ot weploding shels and demoliion charges

Barricades: Liko othar dofonsive ,..mnmmda,ﬂ.mr e e

elisrrs e situation a5 Jope icade in the form

ﬁ;’;ﬂm e s knding 4x o 0. fok g, gt

020 trams e e.";m LR Iy e ol i
Crod. Anthtant i st personnel mines were inferspersed Ghroughont e arvcade

508 50k b et i Orens eneountered were of the “hedgehog and “Cheval g Frise”

4 e O s merely ovesturning automables and trucs on

ol e e mathinery was moved.inlo the ireets and thers Sy

St ntnees v Tckory ki s ot s W Wil nd thes Sy

_é

TS
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packed with cement or earth were frequently found. Here,

t00, barbed wire and smooth
wire was used. One kind of anti-tank barricade was composed of fuel drume set upright’
d amnzed e columns. The space between these columns was {

th dirt, as were the drums themselves,
sown with mines. (Amnex 2).
employed extensively.

and the areas in front of the barricades were
Avti-tank ditches and shell craters used as such were

Within buildings, corridors were heavil

offee furniture. O

'y barricaded with ordinary household and
ther obstructions in the for

m of walls arranged in staggered positions
set up inside the passage ways. These walls, usually wooden forms filled with
it wers rom thes o fect thick and from seven to ten feet high, and provided

enough clearance between the top of the wall and the it the lobbing over
SeE e b a ceiling to permit the lobbing ove:

Although the barricades encountered in the Manila City area were frequently well
improvised. Despite the fact that the

A comparinly 1 o he oy o oy ol 1 seric

way ruction material and mach-
inery, an efficient system of barricades ‘which. faclht-'gd stubborn defense was devised.
ingenuity demonstrated  the wiliaton of means st hand for sbtraeting .
dmatec tn:t suitable materials the Japane e i

s il vt pert
a more fﬂnmdahle type nl barricade to attacking Allied SResetions copes

fields: Minefields were used extensi v:lyb the enemy throughor
il S, Cosrolod and oy w,uy 0 omations o e
types were found on roads, bridges, in the vicinity of barricades, and in open lots. Most
minefields were covered by fire, but in

0 cuacuate Trom covering posto

general, the
d easy to

There was apparently no organization in. the choice of 4
ot Syves of mines fo al avail
bl exploives ware freely used and indiseriminately misen, oo e, Ll &
frequently found together,
zddmon artillery shels, mortar shells, depth chargos
2 rule, depth charges were prepared for el
teting '3 e £
elow o onceled pusiton. These were st found placed on e si t gt inches
it the groung o i °f e depth charge was a coramic or yordtic mine flush
s g o i, 10 a0 o grasoy roud shoukdor, depth
Sl o mml: et single o inercomnectad wore met. ity e 1o s
e was ot oftn veen g UNCHOn with caramic mines. ‘Thi bl

ctrical detonation, with control wires

mines ware fy,
o m,_m o abﬂ::l::\:ly g ired, and yardstick mines were scattered o8
200 poundserial bombs. 1 other. instances,

aerial bombs with 5
of o impact fuse set clo,

Annex 34 hows 4 ¢
< 5 8 typical minetilg i
treets were prey Fepared throughoyt w‘n .

» the New Manij
extensions into filds at, the fiapr incl

seattered min,

he fanila Subdivision. North-south
luded a potato pateh, |

Cross streets were mined;
m which was found one of
o

T DECLASSWIED ——
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nother field at approximately the conter
the few pattarn iods laid out b tho enemy: Another £k o
ibdivision, in the unused portion of a block, consisted of scattered depth.
cramic mine combinations, all independently trip-wired with a set of easily detected
Yellow seiven

i Taft Avenues which

Annex 85 shows a minefield on Vito Cruz between Luna and o
illustrates the tendency to mix all available types. The three ceramic mines to
the Ift. o the antitank ditch were concealed under galvanized iron heeting. The group
Of depth charges were all interconnected and wired to the blockhouse for controlled
detonation.

r 1t in the defense of the

. Demotitions: Demolitions played an important pa
nasmuch as they were used to great effect i L destroing bridges riox o ous entey

ang ishing scctions of buildings after oco

d ’EV?«::::L of prior planning of bridge o ion o i 1 following ex-

o Santa Me
2300,3 Jan'55
will femly occupy the key point in the city.
Liats the gnemy airborhs forces and thas
decrease his fighting strer slmulunen\ls]} the Dmchman}
e of pseparailons for. protaction tnd Gesteucion o
Main installations, ewbua]ly bridges, in the city. i
fcularly st bridge,the Detachment i
“At key points of (Yaf:;ﬁ‘xlﬂ- ulnrlm: b dge the Detachmentonil
i et of Novichr (e, Horcavs:
venngan River at Meycanayan,
T e e o o o S wi e newy e
to the cnmba( ‘area of Manila Detachm
ik Detachment Commxnder will be Xup{)lullll; ofx; 'i:&
oo Brldges wi Y
otodhan i dhtruction o Pasy Bridges witha porion of e
my which has been d!spalc ed to E
B O the fores mentioned in the oregoing paregrap

city of Manila and immediate environs,
. 0‘ 2 total of about 101 bridges in the city x ::r e e

“Manila Defense Op Order A No. 1. (Shimbu Gp)
efense Force Order

“6. Manila Detachment

s it will endeavor to anni

n the section north of the Pasig River,
£ these were destroyed. I s ou g

sections of the city. All incteen were
there was a total of ﬁﬂ!u.‘!gh!. bridges, of which nineteen

vere thirty-seven bridge
i the section south of the Pasig River there were thirty.seven bridges.

; twenty
idges south of the Pasig River may
- porcentage of destroved bridges south of ¢
be exmm'ma T e et that. tho enemy withdrew toward the south and consequently
had more time for demolition work in this section. el
ved were from one hundred to four hundred
Jule, the bridges destroyed ne hundred

o e R
n len

o rth bank of the rive Tl pie e ot demulmnn el‘ i
B B T T

by the following captured order:
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“Manila Naval Defense Force Op Order No. 44
?dllll‘l ;(‘::;I ;?‘!Sm:t:;‘!::;nmrﬁ Iwabuchi, Mitsuji
R e ‘Tﬂ:ﬁéﬁ‘:f.i#ff”‘ﬁi&“ i
BT B A et B e
5 (H0) ) over the Pasig

3Feb 45

As lemolition of the

T molitic ¢ above mentioned bridges and of
ggég;aosrm mb in the vicinity of the principal sone of city,
i i given. However, the time of demolition will be

el e e as m;t fdrthe demolition of the 4 large bridges.
o prevent the guerrilas m:lﬂe c?fhme&elﬂ‘, and lh?tughly In order
B e “d{m:né:; ssion of inteligence aag. Lric
Principal bridge will be posted a the cemple(e]y e otished
g,

Each unit i
destroyed.” " "1 9%iekly report as soon as the prineipal bridges are

Practica
eft intact ron e"“"t’;d""mn nt bridge in

difficul
;mv‘;:n 52 ;{mm,m qulified pere “3{?% i oy et e
s b
508 tha i the Cntrgl gt g, 210 detruction mor nay sumptete o the Manilh
considered gos o Ameru:an S d? 05t of the bridge demolition in Manila would
Tapanese briqg
e demolition v,
) on i o om 38 marked by th folowing general chasactorstie”
OUheE s in many casey wepe oyt PRI 00 the Japanego i usaly o™
e was
- th(ezduu" the demolition of :o::f:.,;j for demolmon but, often rematne
\l;unn':( the bridge decking, " ""id€eS, the enemy apparently cuncentﬂ
h ty
147 Steel trgp b type hndges were f
0 plers Jogy m;" Bridees were shepreq et Bl in middie secions. L
(5) ohn R e supports with only abutme™
e oy ony 25 OF any type e found
The nly o
er
’“mlwd building, “mfmm USe of demojit
lings. In nstancgs o HOTS Was encountered during the assmﬂt o
our Toper? STucture wm ot It T entrance ang
"";i"‘ed s affecting only that portion
hnwem ab.rtacle; 1t 10 cause the destruction intended
Were often created, and re-entry by

ated
that had been prepared for time demolit™”

another

WEAPONs
1 G AND Tapyy g
g MPLOYY;
ENT
The
lativel,
areat »Bnegy of o Small ey
i
;:\::m adaptation :!::m and n 1m
in Geapesd 18 Dmmhe"""’“”‘
Guerging %, Meerer G

for 3“ dctel\.se ot Manila pmlf"b] "m:v?
One captity
© of decisive battle on Luson L
bl 2pid excention of combsl

defense preparations
m of demolitions in build?

ation
esp
0 gy e s p.t,“’;"‘! for Sroumd. aofemse

® o
a report o 1 -

2t por i
ergroung o ‘?“:vmma e

striction of yy,
the €™

e ud
% the mstﬂllaua ings: @

the salvaging of war materials in Manila. A captured undated memorandum, presum-
ably of the Manila Naval Defense Force, called for the immediate manufacture of two-
wheeled carriages for 25mm and 13mm machine guns, “the wheels to be found regard-
less of the circumstances”. Another document directed that as large a quantity of avia-
tion gasoline and bombs as possible be removed from the suburbs to suitable places
within the city so that they might be used as “weapons of attack or as material for the
production of weapons”. Scrap metal was saved, captured U. S. weapons and ammuni-
tion were made ready, and guns were moved from sunken ships and wrecked aircraft.
Ordnance shops were found in Manila, several located in underground tunnels. In these
the enemy had produced ground mounts for sireraft machine guns, hollow charg lunge
mines, grenades, demolitions and improvised mi sult was to give the defense
forca's sambemtration of sutomade and suppOrE w«pous ot of propsrtion o e remer:
ical streng

Time also permitted some care in the selection and preparation of sites for all kinds
of weapons. Slots for rifles and machine guns often at knee height were made in
walls of buildings. Although this arrangement restricted traverse, the apertures afforded
excellent cover of shrewdly selected fields of fire. In the Laloma Cemetery, three 25mm
ubomatic cannon, biddenin pillioxe camouflsged s buril mosnds,complte with o
laced for use solely against strategic traffic
focal points. In one confirmed instance an artillery piece was emplaced on an upper floor
of a downtown building, and many antiaircraft guns fired into the streets from barricaded
rooms in pper storie.

Whil within eah cener of rsistance the fire plans apparetly wore charscori-
teally thorough, coordination was lacking in the firing of weapons during the defense.
This was prosably spmibatable n 1args part o oo communicaions and weal overal
organzaton of tho miscelaneous units of the command. Contrlofthe e of individua
oupmes was suparid, u good, wilh ity Smbia e 1 DUt blank r
Destdly vee to poo ettect o nemy ilomen; machine gunners and anfitank gunmers.
"The dotomtion of aeical sontrolied mimes i biings was also deayed until he crit.
ical moment. Each weapon was generally so emplaced and protected that, even after
adjacent positions had been overrun, it remained capable of sustained fire on its original
'zrm area until individually rooted out or destroyed.

ept for miscellancous army units north of the Pasig River, Japanese naval
versomnet ware chaged it the defonse of Manily Tn corsequence, relaivly few
oy infantzy weapona wero uaed. Some fomm, field guns, a few 47 mm anti-tank
BUnS, standard infantry o i and 90 mortars, and S0mm
"'svhmzm were encoumercd " ‘ddition, Army 20em spin-stabilized rockets with
TyPe 4 launchers were empl ppoyed in negllgvhle quantity.

Bis

mm cannons ircraft 25
On “ e 3100k ifles, MIO11 pistols, Browning automati rifle,
heavy machine guns and cal .50 machine guns were encountered, and a prisoner verified
mzir use, A few captured M-1 rifles were found on enemy dead.
£ of the weapons encountered in Manila and referred to in the following. ot

o doscribed and illustrated in current manuals and bulletins on Japanese weapons
Some of the newer types are illustrated in the Annexes. (Part Three)

2. Grenades

Hand grenades were used extensively during the strect and room-to-room fighting

-
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Manila. Type 91 and type 97 hand gronades, stiok geo
charge “gras Sft” hand soonades (see Ar
were found near almost every Japancse positio

nades and conical hollow-
=% 86) were commonly employed. Grenades

Molotov cocktails, many with red phuwhanln as the incendiary substance, were
found in practically every house and building that had been occupied by the enemy. It
is believed that they were used to start ti

gg
H
:
B
i
£

and floor to floor.
fow casualtics but were effective delaying wesmons

Small (1-3 kg)_serial bombs intended for use against parked aireraft were dropped
fmm the upper stories of h\ulrlmxl on our troops below and proved effective as hand gre-
Some were found on the ground with dented noses, indicating that the arming
vane had falled o rotte uticenty 1o sep e e oy detonation.

ks of explosives were found with a pul type lgmber a xhon piece of delay
fuse, and two or | thma blasting caps. They served as ‘hand grenades and as booby traps.
Ancih grenade consisted of 3 234" length of 2 pipe.  astins cag ot
22 sm\ T u 8, fuse, and powder. The ends were plugged. wit: soft scrap

3. Small Arms

enemy in Manila made conventional use of
Despnte frequent mention b oo o ot

individual Y0 ek
ang ny telscopic it ighes et in Manila).
Tantry rifles were ot encountered in
rifles were recovered by our forces still packed and unaes
Vortion af autamatic weapons, he sih Hommres
Protection of gun positions, and personal defense.

f rifles and automatic weapons.
‘snipers,” the sniper as a carefully placed
s om made an appeat-

ndard Japanese in-
ired U, 5.

£ the Migh g
2 secondary weapon Tor haraasion B,

4. Automatic, aireraft and anti-aireraft weapons

Ande {rom the adaptation of aircraft and ant -aireraft weapons to ground use and
rtion of automatic fire !hus achieved, there was little out of the m'dxmry
in the cnploymen ofsntomtis wemgens e Fire of weapons in adjacent

tions was apparently not sy comdmated for surprise or massed effect, although o
formidable mlum e was often achieved.

The automatic cannon Mol 3, : ppatently the basic automatie anti-aireraft
ey T e a1 nits, was used in great number in Manila,
countered were of the fixe

The majority en-
d ingl mogt e fety. These

fied 250, weapons, cszb)e of delivering
o mated 250 roun nds 3 7, minute, fired HE, HE tracer, and AP ammunition. They
hoid mg, ::ughaul 2a i, fow bl emplaced for employment in a dua) yle and

fiventy mun aircraft machine cannon M,

m a anoeannon Model 99, both fixed and flexible, were fre-

auently converid 0 ground weapons, They wvere undoubedly removed from some of the
by our ai

e them easy to locate, hﬁwever
Mani

Were i naeg s S48 5 okl At least two d0mm antiaircraft guns

The other prin
her brincipal automatic weapons were ghe 18mm machine gun Model 98, the
—t—
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7:Tmm Lewis machine gun Model 92, and the 7.92mm light Bren-type machine gun. Con-
ventional Japanese army infantry machine guns were encountered in fewer numbers,

5. Mortars

Mortars were used extensively for harassing fire, occasionally in conjunction with
artillery fire. They were more effective than artillery in producing casualties and delay..
ing our forward elements. Emplaced behind buildings, the mortars were difficult to
Iocate. The calibers most commonly amcoustered mm. (Al
though a new type of 8imm anti-aircraft morts
bomb was found in Manila in 10 Febraary, no reports were received of its us

1 some occasions 50 mm grenade dischargers were used by the enemy insid
b\nldmgx for direct fire, and tm‘ougbout the cly they were affoctivdly empoes against
our troops in streets and buildin

6. Artillery

\angets notably singled out were the aroas of activity at the Allied internce concntra-

fred selected. In Manila the enemy appears to have been to preoccupied e im—

H
HE
£
E
ik
1
i

o4 o cover minefills, i road junctons, and buidngs mos ke o
used by our advancing fo

argets of all kmdg, the enemy Saled o mam i St o Gstrtiv ot
Excepr durmg 2 fow prinde s th bight of the butntr Mol b it o e
of only one to three guns at a given target. In this way he drew our coun
ona mlmmum of targets and conserved some of his picces for later use.

ity were the 12m Type 10
rtillery weapons used in the defense of the city
igh -ngle gun‘(nafyj; o e (8 Inch), 10-year t7pe high sagle gm (o) and the
75mm field gun Model 38 on cither  wheeled carriage or a modified pe

me of the Japanese artillery de-
The 12cm high angle naval gun formed the backbor
fense. Thiyg ..im ixp ured or found destoved in fiing postion In Mania, and

Laloma Cemeery & two-gun batiery (a thivd g way
“was sited with an open
©n hand but not laced in its intended position)
i and e ot iows 1o it o i sppachs o th iy, Ty
eﬂ’np&"“&e for the lack of natural oo;l!nzl;:snhd ﬁ::;d "I:‘t",ll;ia:;ls o P.:kk
e These tno guns alo covered & min

e e e R DL o s r
©d; one of them destroyed two of our medium tanks.

et iy shls ere v oS man of e i s whi s
o of e i e e o s bt o oy
1 d incendiary pellets int e lings, a ny-
‘;‘;‘h:bav:xdl‘:ar\?eo:rdbu:ll:sgdeuzaurngad i v ot et
Rormal propimarion whs two 0% free high Sxposie shels o one neengin




t fire, principally of 47mm an

state that it left a trail of sparks approximately 150 feet long, and detonated with a ter-
in s g s o, buildings, D. nge.

4 75imm guns, was used from time to time both | rifie explosion, doing extensive damage to buildi:

cheld builal & m gun or guns situated in an upper Rockets for the 20cm rocket launcher Model 4 (see Annex 38) rocovered in the
nemy-held building. Authenucmnn = i emplacement is found in the Manila area were manufactured at the Osaka Army Arsenal in late 1944. The rockets are
2 captured message book which belonged to a Pro- 202em in diameter, 383" long, and are fused with a Type 100 mortar fuse. Japanese

d) ¢ ‘manuals give the range as from 360 meters at 10 degrees elevation to a maximum of

10 Feb—At 3d Shipping Hg, 1800 meters at 50 degrees elevation. The launcher is similar to a large trench mortar. As
013022 Lt AINOUCHT e rom pet e in Tapanese manuals and veifed by expriment) o, e Tkt mus e T
Featested me to emplace o ¥ o D udhment Hesdq\mnexs il means of a long lanyard, since it shoots f d stiosees pawder
{ap ot the biding e U e e decded o put the rear, raising a cloud of dust as it leaves the T e be seen i Thghe | by ay
N ué‘l AINOUCHI ang nlll]zr) pm.,,fne]“ and traced by its trail of sparks at night. Thmughm-c its flight it makes a loud swishing

e ing Chi cane ftom Detach- noise. Its detonation is of a high order, greater in blast effect than in fragmentation.

s and by
o the second floor. Later, o, C1ATESe olis carvied the gun up

and, with Bor o, he DItoon leader and 6 man cappe fo ho Instantancous use setings used in the fightng esst of Manila gave it “daiy cutter”

of the thira o we carried the gun up e NE corner

Tnee- ammenced g, Turges_gong, T ] e s
Jeft of the building. 10, o roung poniversity.  Dis- . TACTICS AND TECHNIQ
hit to the right ang of ey t0 the rig 2t &m 5 mils to the . .\

Mhereatter we fired gty ing. White socts LY - General
1000 f.lm P continuously; fell in the e basis of experience gained in Manls t may be staled that Japanes tactics
L 1000 not £ and wchmque. in city fighting presented no radical departures from methods utilized by

i L ot 118 mling . o A0, MY plane is fying the enemy in other types of combat. Almost without exception, developments in g
Sod shrapnet " Y shell landog o 14o% Of our positions, had ample pracedent in previous campaigns.

i miner m'm‘. 20 minvie Hroreatier s wmert Tt should be emphasized at the outset that the defense of Manila was influenced by
Ore roun g, 4 158 roung, oy i fike. Sortain actars which may ot e preset ihr i prt or in ntrty, arin Lture
S8 90 posiio, i e 907 TOUNS I suegession foll Four Operations of & similar natus unstances complicaied the dofense:
ot nk,d"i.‘““ S oy ol It vicinity lhers acitased . T sh e setogory wer th Tollowing sonllons: (& the

' Quarters, . "Wu;_%und landed, I encouraged tive scarcity of weapons; (b) the lack of training and inexperience of the mx]nnty

T R e gun, and went down to enemy troops; (c) the mngmmeme mature of those troops; and (1) the presence of

e i essentially unfriendly civilians. On the other hand, the enemy’s problems were simpli-

fied by: @ e pmpumoulwiy largs mumber of automatic wespons svalble 1s 2

arti o Tesult of the ; (b) th i

a u;ﬁ. ] ":t employed in suficient quantity 1 ,wg oo Lombing by Am o= 0 llm il 1tutnctmnsg & '::{ e

Imos i lure m v reser the great

S i bl e | I S e L I

"‘iybee Xpecte, i ifficult, Mm E)(!enswilus:r:? mcckeum “future 199" tance to proceed

st 2. Conduct of the Defonse
s et it upon Manila indi-

: the 447mm and 20em naval 5 ps v A partial reconstruction of the enemy’s plans prior to our assault upon Manila indi
ded tug 1‘"“ “E‘Hhmd rockt bt nehong 47 S8 Cates that he antieipated attacks either from the sea, from the south, or by airborne ele-
8 O B Ments. When our true ntentions became evident, the enemy was ot able to redeploy his

with y used § OPen troughs and rail launche? oo
s g i i 0 Mg oo and il e "E,,w" S an L st i posions compily. T an aiempt o shvage 2 much
by e R e, DL 2 s, s St mmosier sty Gt o
iron g, i n the fighy, o liish Intramuros as the core of his ral installatio e pro-
" 2 e Sgting in the il sst et Fcted by an st bt of nighly developed positions in earthauake-resistant buildings,
5 have oo ling ey u:g 58 Navy g0k aisaat ST o m,,, wl Md" ‘uhich, i turn, woro guarded by pillboxs,trenches and barricades (Soo Annexes 59 and
e iy sed iy 3y i vor 40). These main dofenses were situated south of the Pasig River. Units north of the river
aly 1309 o (175n) e’ anily gpgn '@ f0und, ready to fire, were seemlz‘;‘y oo - fold mission of sereening the principal positions to
8 egty bRy, oy TOC (se - South, ince of our elements, of harassing our rear, and of g\-axdmx
ina gueatimateg o Onting ¢ Incm.,,a ws of delaying the adva T e, g
O i o @ have o & m 37) is 6814 ]angy ye m,u oun the approaches to the vital bridges across the Pasig until e moment o demolition.
VY popetion Gy, gy ,am % charge, has a point-detol, s Loy i

M
eser “\l!a u».e,” i nt over 2000 yards. of vem'”"'mh‘
4 s bejig e, “'hlfacf.url\\g date was in N
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Although fires set by withdrawing units and by artillery emplaced in the southern

forces was comparatively weak. Not until the passage of the river was com-
ol  ener itself. Then it became clear
hat the defense was to consist, in the main, of independent centers of resistance which
o ;x‘t:d. well constructed, and fiercely held, but which were not coordinated in

counas S00n as the first Japanese positions in the southern part of the ity were en-
, it was evident that, in constructing defensive installations the enemy had
brought all his acknowledged ingenuity to bear. Dem il

assaulting troops only severely limited aproach

L v i iproaches,
ommaned critcal boints. Chosen o their strength as well as for their location, build-
o83 were o coamy of the dspects o fortresss. Minefields, although generally inexpertl
Sl o it hazard and aled a5 a delaying clement. (Specific instances of the

IV, Do s n shing and consiructing defenses may be fond in Secton

In these positions the enemy emplaced a considerable variety of wea

pons, standard,
4 . The Japanese have always been r 4
o ifantry weupons o wespems o st VY5 been reasonably proficent in the 50

eapo n r use by infantry. The se il

o o et cxcaptions 0 this general rule T e ::bj\:: -
ussed in some detail in Secti - e .

i e wmi ection V, Part One, only a summary of the salient features

. On the whole, 1

; ifles and automatic weapons were employed conventionally.
. Fields of fire we wi it
. e were chosen with care and permitted good coverage of critical

€ Within each center of resistance the fir
> : c n ire plan was characteri
oordination betwoon positons was, however, goneraly importect. o OB
d. Fire discipline we ire was wi il
ot v disipline was good fie was withheld untl assault troops were at very
© Snipers, as such, were not used to any important extent,
Do 20005 manning the pilloses and ser
¥ trained and inexperienced. What they
acity. The vast majority was

ving the weapons were a variegated lot,
lacked in skill, however, they redeemed by
resigned to defending the positions until
s that plans for withdrawal from outly-
. Within the buildings ‘themselves, however;
Positions in the interior until trapped and extermi-

In spito of
In spite of excallont poitions,
57 b o0, G apay s 5900 STVt of weapans and firce resistance
relistance. e
adediancies g1, ThS common eneery wash
::z:i:ble The abse an
ere was gy
e 38 ltle evidenco of g

incidental and inad-
-oordination inevitalY

W

caused the enemy defense to become inelastic, in that centers of resistance became iso-
lated and susceptible to destruction in detail.

The enemy employment of artillery also gave evidence of the Japanese inability to
coordinate elements in the defense. Artillery fire, although accurate, was never deliv-
ered in heavy concentrations. For the most part, the enemy ses
take harassing missions, never involving more than three pieces against a target. It
should be pointed out in this conneetion, however, that this enemy policy may have been
dictated by the necessity of protecting his suns from our vounterbattery fire.

3. Counterattacks

Concerted counterattacks, in the usual sense of the term, were never launched. That
at least one abortive attack was made is evidenced by a captured document, the transla-
tion of which appears below :

“Ultra Secret Central Force Op Order No 4 15 Feb 45
Central Force CO, Twabuchi, Mitsuji (or Sanji)
Central Unit Order

1. The city has fallen into hand-to-hand fighting since this morn-
ing, and 5 tanks and 9 armored cars are appearing and disappearing
at every B

2. This unit will make preparat
annihilate the enemy to our front.
e out as many daring shicide attacks on the enemy to our
Tront & possible, Although the time of the allout suicide attack will
b indicated in & separate order, preparations will be completed be-

"In addition to annihilating the enemy to the front, the suicide
LR Shan o wip out th enemy i the Maltinan Pulce
vior to the all-out suicide attack, wounded will be made to
e o Goeuments and materal will be bur.
c. In the all-out suicido attack every man will attack until he
“hioves a glorious denth.  Not even one man must become 3
ehsoner. Daring the attack friends of the wounded will make

g
g
L
-3
=
z
i
5
:

I be at the head of the attack
and will destroy the enemy tanks.

Spersonnel will be lightly garbed in the attack and carry as
Do i possible. Personal belongings and unnecessary
articles will be burnt.”

The only indication of this attack was an increase in enemy infiltration attempts on
the night of 15-16 February.

Oceasion: en 1 became untenable, isolated groups, usually composed
of tweaty to tarixéy“nl:en o o ted frontal suicidal attacks which were easily repulsed.

Highly valued by the enemy but hardly worthy of the title “counterattacks” were
demolition eharges, Missions wero assigned in very general terms, such as “to destroy
e e e rear ateas paying particular attention to artllery”. These
infiltrators, operating within the built up scction of the city, usually because separated

rpos
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4. BEepionage ang counter-espionage

emy f

nterrogatin o ity Saployed Pro-fapancso Tiliinos on iniellgence missions:

ol s s iscloed tha they vere not direeted {o gather a7 S
ltions, oy, ‘ements, ang _mwe;hmmucw to report on the locations of trooPS:

[
physical J'Lsemblamc to the Filipinos anﬂ
an inability to distinguish botween Orientals, JAPRCT

€ units allowed lhélr hau to grow long and adup‘ed C(;e
its, A s been impossible to determine the

“Ult Pellmmt document is set forth below
a

Trom; a:;“st:tch EnDaiy Oror No:2 28 Jan 5, MANDA i
T 0, 0GAW,

01 A1 Co G0y g ey nutami

rdane
ecial e Manila Naval Defense Force Op Order N0 2
Lo, Namissance units will be organied.

%mma ll:t (:gx]) ANDO, Masafumi. ch W
be sent 1, W0 teams (or less) of three men €20 m
pay b2 | Bns of the Manila Naval Defonso Force =

o

onnalssance, demolition, purning

gems as ordered
P for these umts il e o
inted with attention to !

x\mtme atincig, o o stral
f\(lly mnun('z)el‘:zmve]
Sen and appo;
i
mw mm..’;')"m“ (keeping secrets, avoidanc®
srength.

Bnud and
gl‘msldezatm"

ures,

it i
must be given to personnel fluer

uipmg
Sl P'Bwls,

i hand grenades, etc. as required
PE'fﬂrm Uired, but mainly civilian elothes:
a FD,‘;‘W of m.cy
las,an 45Nt the personnel will be on duty 1, d\l“ei

u‘hs | the P Y marnel il b, 2 o
ntrol 5
0,5 oy 'c';o“{“ed out directly under & the ¢ o i
o ‘ning will be carried

dwmuﬂ“’

Ezzg

mj nm‘,ﬁo il age the teams cither i
0N With ome g 5 e
e pel personpel ¢ 1ong b
S, A oming % Permisgoronnel may ; grow i
it e
ety ;2:: Loty 0 O Dersonnel setgeted will be ™
" det

ond to
s, e it 2
L R e sy Mt nw
i e
Whigy 8 decior W“l‘eas wore 10 Lo amplarsd ©
ected thig poc CO0Tied out in part. BeloW P
255 mupdor:

“KOBAYASHI Group (HEIDAN) Order 13 Feb
The Americont whi hivs plnairatad I Maril Bt
1,000 army troops, and there are several thousand

errillas, Even women and children have become guerrilas.
All people on the battlefield with the exception of Japanese
‘military personnel, Japanese c: , Special Constr Units
(GANAFS in, the Filipino language) wm be put to death.
Houses— " (Order breaks off here)

Chemical Warfare

One authenticated instance of the use of gas was reported on 12 February. Dur-
ing the hous to hous fighting in the Singalong District of Manils, . selprojeting
Vomiting-gas candle exploded in a Toom occupied by American troops. The soldiers,
having mmedistely. et & tinging sonsation in el oyes, Withdrow and lster becens
violently ill. Vomiting gas candles and frangible glass HCN grenades were discovered
in dumps in the sl a3 bows have been in the hands of troops. This isolated
instance, to have been a lapse in command discipline rather than
o e o i SAetarE

A very few flame throwers were found in Manila, but none appeared to have been
used.

6. Armor

One tank was encountered in Manila and it was destroyed by our tank destroy-
ers on Faura Street on 16 February. On the same day, one armored car was observed
on Dewey Boulevard.

T Summary

In recapitulation, it may be sa\d hat the Japancse dfense of Manil produced no
Innovations of consequence. The enemy's tactics and techniques give evidence of
S0 strengths and wealneases which have been pparent in his mothods in ather opera:
tons. In his favor were: his shrewd use of terrain; his, excallent location and construc:
tion of individual positions; his ingenuity in improvising and adapting weapons; his
skilled employment of individual weapons; and, above all, his great tenacity in defensive
com

ity o develp overall coordination in the plan of defense; his wealk
38ty tn dovop t dogps,of ovra condaion I 8 s f el s ek
of mins 23 defensive weapans

e enemy, nobwithstanding his deficiencies, proved himself a formidable opponent
in g e ot by popunied ares. Unquesionably he will profit by experience
gained during the fighting in Manila, and, in consequence, it may be expected that
Some or all of his shortcomings will be corrected in the future.




PART TWO

ASSAULT TACTICS EMPLOYED

1. Factors precluding early planning

It is recognized that proper plans for the capture of a built-up area call for
careful estimates of the situation based on detailed study of the city itself, and of enemy
dispositions within and without it. The plans should comprise initial seizure within the
city of area which gives advantage to the attacker in observation, fields of fire, means
of communication, and which works to the disadvantage of the enemy in reducing his
combat effectiveness and preventing or hindering his escape. Afterwards a general ad-
vance through the built-up area should be made. Formulating such plans for the capture
of Manila was greatly influenced by several factors attributable not only to the enemy
defense but also to special circumstances.

Initially, the plan of the XIV Corps in attacking Manila was complicated by several
factors. Although to the U. S. Forces marching South from Lingayen Gulf the capture of
the port of Manila at an early date was very necessary, in the early stages of the battle
Virtually all effort was directed to liberating American prisoners of war and Allied
Internees whom the enemy held at Santo Tomas University and at Bilibid Prison in
North Manila. Special effort was also made to secure the vital installations of the water
System. Advance elements of the XIV Corps came down from the North with great
sbeed and drove rapidly into Manila, liberating the prisoners before the enemy could

arm them. This drive resulted, however, not only in freeing the prisoners but also in
Securing virtually the whole of North Manila.

Another factor which prevented early planning was the difficulty in determining
the location of main enemy dispositions within the city, or even if they existed. The
Japanese defense of Manila comprised  strongly held core, the Intramuros, with its near.
2 fortified buildings, and surrounding this core, several isolated fortified localities,

Nits searched the city thoroughly as they went, yet struck nothing very formidable
until reaching the center of the enemy defense. This rendered very difficult properly
eetimating the situation until major friendly forces were in contact with the bulk of
the enemy,

2. Estimate of the situation

Before U. S. Forces struck the main line of enemy resistance in Manila there
Vas almost nothing on which to base an estimate. After solid contact was made at the
Pasig River, the rigidity of the enemy defenses on the far bank tended to foree thy
Dlan of action into the elementary expedient of crossing further upstream and attacking
the enemy in flank.

3. Plan for the attack

. The XIV Corps, having secured North Manila to the Pasig River with two
divisions abreast, the 37th Infantry Division on the right and the Ist Cavalry Divisign,
On the left, planned to move the 1st Cavalry Division and two regiments of the 3Tth In-
fantry Division Bastward, offect with this force a double crossing of the Pasig River,
hd attack Westward with divisions abreast against enemy fortifications in the Tntra.
1UX0S area, One regiment of the 37th Infantry Division was to move directly acrogs
the Pasig River and attack enemy positions on the South bank.

i [
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4. Conduct of the attack

exectted a wide wheeling movement inland and swept into
cast. This maneuver actually worked somewhat to the detriment
of the overall attack, as it permitted a very strong conter of enemy resistance,  tho
Makati Circle area, to survive for days directly betwoen the divisions, a thorn in the
$ide of each. In this respect it s believed that, by-passing foo many " strong. isolated
a

e oe yonters of resistance s a mistake, as the number of troaps nocessary to con-
tain the Japanese will far exceed the number of Japanese contajuiy

by-pass centers of resistance, such cen-
diately, employing available reserves. 1f suf-

gress of the attack should be controlled

erves are not immediately available, prog
liminated.

by phase lines until strong points are e

Corps closed in on Central Manila and attacked
the Japanese prepared defenses of which Tntramupes

d locality,
ries, namely normal fighting in city
e ction ot strong earthquake proof buildings, and the attass Soum st

The fighting did not fall together chronologically inte these
categories, a5 gaveral strong eniemy-held buildings were sontained sad o paeen so' o
it the assault upon Intramuros, and within Intramuuros itself normal eesy fighting
was resumed.

categos

5. Limitations on bombing and artillery fires

As it was desired to capture Manila as intac
tion of the civil population was still inside the
ing of Manila or any
enemy fortifi
by Infantry,

ct as possible, and since g large frac-
city when U. S. Forces attacked, bomb-
part of it was forbidden, and the use of artillery fire. apainst
ieations was greatly restricted. Initially, sections of the city were attacked
using small arms. Artillery fire was restricted to counter-battery and t0
ed fire on known enemy strong points. The ca

attack was slowy

sualty rate was alarming and the
measures eomuey W, 10 & Doint where more powerful measures were required. Thes®
Y, and.  grony tank destroers, and 4.2” mortars to the infan"
tance v However, as the main line of Japanese 1esis”
of advangi rent that destruction of the buildings in the path
e posi

ere interspersed within the pomfvr‘l:
Tather thap 4, of the advancing troops became the s
a8 never e T Program of destruction by artillery £i%¢
Saoer artil oy, TOKtars, 20 and 40mm gung, snd even arg?
firs 1y (ursled from ghperur, S DUIngS, The combination et of pounté

dmnm‘:"!;:ft of the  Dlane spot), together with €lose

ts and b,
advancing §
#1018 intantry vesulted in s (obs destruction of th°
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1. SPECIFIC METHODS USED
1. Street fighting A L
Tactis recommended in FM 3150 for combat in towns were wed fo great ad-
vantage by U, S, Forces in the street fighting in Manila. In
i thodos.
ing most principles used were or MR
Streets were used as boundaries and nnxmmna\_vanc;:]\:l‘r;;\::n"‘l Sty
of alleys or breaches made in walls. A
T i o o A s
inite houses and buil to seard o
s used as a boundary it should be made inclusive to one uni i
Small units worked from building to buiking, andeavored to seeue the top flot
of & building first and then work down through the lower floors: When ¢ sdied oo
used to search an juolated building half the sauad romained oulsido coverng (e
grounds and entrances while the other half enfered and searched the bufding OF
larger buildings where platoons were used, the support squad covered the advance of
© ssuall squads which movel in by rushes Once entrance was gnined,one sauad
would immedi )t to gain possession of the ¢ s o
ted in ordor to insure . line of supply and evacuntion wnil the interventng oors
rere secured. Whenever a unit could advance from th top o one buiding 1o s op
o anothor this was done and the new buiding cleaned out by he op o bitt proset
In fighting from room to room explosives weremf;:l‘:”‘ﬁnmn i lenamy 1w
ers coul
ough which grenades o flame throwers
cent. rooms,

. E upport and covering_fires,
Automatic weapons were constantly used in giving support and coueuE IO
214 usually machine gun sections were split to attach one light and o WO, L 0
each assault platoon. Mortars were used mostly to provi
fire on enemy in the open.

important ot to use too
I all aspects of street fighting it was proved highly important met 16 (0 (00

b i ut once entered, to
many troops to search or sttack @ building but onoe entered, fo TR UG
Iately those forces which had executed entrance. As e o riieitire Froun Yo
“ontaining force should be left in the building to preve
©ccupying positions just reduced.

vere found

wer telephones and runners wert

o : In city fighting, sound powe ny and platoons. Be-

o i, oo ompany and oo B
b e e e

g ¢ uilding.
OPerate the set from the upper level of a bt
2. Assault teams y i
with bazookas and dem

rganized into small assault teams ey il deitco

S0 o i i L

ekl ildings most enemy were ving

adTyer entrances, but as the more Swonghy G or s uiaing were jus as

en achieving fire superiority by firing into embrasures while flame
i riority by firing
eving

5 s approached and destroyed the enemy position. Prior to
oltions team:

tomatic rifle
thrower or dem




the Luzon operation the 87th Infantry Division had undergone an extensive trainisg
program wherel rifle compan; am of platoon size well versed in the
{echnique of assaulting fortified positions. These assault teams proved invaluable
capturing the fortified buildings just outside Intramuros.

8. Reduction of Fortified Buildings

a2 General

Intramuros, anc

s enemy riflemen_occu

lon.” While the main line of Japanese resistance was based on thes
bastions, nevertheles
ften 5o cleverly

ith, the Legislative Building, Finance
Building, and City Hall proved to be the heaviest fighting in Manila,
b. Development of Technique

Tho modern buildings in Manila were strongly built, carthquake proof, of
heavily reinforced concrete. Many of them were surrounded by parke e ide
Strects which precluded anything except direct assault across open ground. Buildngs
were laborously converted into_individual fortresses of the most formidable type wiih
ndl gun emplacements and barricades in the doors and windows covering. all
approaches to the building, and emplacements within

rooms.

the building itself covering the
corridors and - The reduction of each building was actually a series of battles
in itself. The problem of assaulting such a fortified building, constructed to be earth-
Quake resistant, required a specialized solution.

The first such buildings to be encount-
e Station. Indirect artillery fire i

ed in sandbagged emplacements dug deeP
e onte basement. The same methe ere used against other well €07
e }“n"'nz!~ until the large public buildings South of the. Pasig River were 0"

‘amely, the City Hall, the M
Fost Office, and the Agriogites -

e Financy B

ence up to g, m,,i"“img. which incorporated all the techniques developed by exper;
SERS two s g 1y 7, 1S Ation 155mm howitzens oo destroyers, and tanks fire¢
10 v congine "IAING: Because the regt of ghe wty in friendly hands, &
o Shels oing fhroums L0 10 ET0UN and. fires e,

walla o

\

upper stories, thereby ‘dm ing O raoran, ttactad
1 i e e s, ey S
T L AT e
e

4. Method of Assault . fires in order
ible in the preparatory :
: ry to cmploy all weapons possibl in the prepaatory fies Iy orfer
S A TR AT
a o gast buildings of this type. Direct fire, Jours of shelling
s, 1 jestroyers, - e o i
Fove eplly tor the g asunder. Dirct fire vith 105mm hoviters f weces,
However, the 105mm howitzer on carriage M7 Al shelling, the enemy either will move
ol troyer guns. During all shellng, & way from the out-
D O K vepesed tumnel n the basemen or a st wss
side defenss so that our troaps mey o ot mor thn o Tr
ible to disorganize an % even though our troops ar
e untomatie  the nemy holdsthe upper loors,evn though ol {reos ate Bl
Je oian mntanalle If he Sy e alrestre D L .ok placiak
e, (e b e b e e o HoWerdr:
op floors first we . insofar as elev: s hould
K Ju: rms with the enemy in: o i fire weapons sl
e smention s o demolish the bullding wn:]plebebev,&hm e ik fom
o S I will preve il direct.
und floors first. This wil | iy ot
e Yanges involves considerable isk from e the gun. shield, therefore firing
3 ik T tion afforded by the
cludes use of even the light protect artillery is brought in.
Dositions must be cleared of snipers before the artillery il e e R
have complted thir preparstory fxes ety S MRS 0
Atbe thi apmsalt quns ivve comt ot i e B et st

; usly as they. m rard, ; &

el e bk e

chan five sooner and thus #00 I CE enemy return fire.

o e idors, windows, doorways, or
e i the attackors should bring corridors, LS Ot

iy oo of enemy resstaneo under fre as s should be committed at once.

o S A T

corridor or section of 1001 a stairwa, 2o ckers should get into

e is cxsntial and as suon 128 ST Lo At o

£ the upper floors, allowin

directly up the
immediately either by going up stairs or the
e e e s S i ey
vl since onco the upper ioors e A SRERLT ing firing. The enemy i
Taud eapiaty bA B remendous fire power and by continui

Usually badly dazed by our
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possible positions. By using grenades in closets, fortifications, and rooms or hallways
before entering, the assault units can further upset the er

spected of having an underground entrance. Holes and
| lame throwers and then covered, and small parties
ing thoroughly, checking debris, holes, and all

r of Japanese were driven to the.

Without Joss o our troops, In attacking buildings and
fighting inside, it is important that only sufficient men Lo ' single sasastt
mission. A small, well-trained unit can e o e W sly
than a force which 1a 10

ollowed closely by another unit so as
Deialowed closely by mnother unit 50 s to take full advantage o

any favorable situ-
mteract any unfavorable one which may have atisen,

i b e, Y il reinfore rom tho out-
st be organized within the building as well, else the snomy’
will reoccupy by night the favorable psitions he lost during. fhg s, " ©*° the €nemy

5. Mine Removal

Most of the mines found were
shells, and aerial bombs. The techni
tactical problem of removis

Infantry occupied the ruins of each side of the

o cable was attached to th front of a tank, Wi gy ol 105

With four eng ey el
Droceeded along the street toward the mine field. {4 Mrn s oahind:thia tanle 1t
enemy positions. When the e were reschad. e " C11¢ EU1S and cannon at the

d ved its cannon fire but eon-
zan forward to the nearest mine, disarmed
dashed back t0 the rear of the tank, The tan, con-
et The routine was contis o
=  until the field was cl o i e

m0val in ten go fifgee o accomplish the disarming and ¥e-
no it e e disarming and 1&°
5700 & ma ity eng o 18 JADACSe 40 ot seom fo b e v oneot dhe
8. Assautt o Intramurog
The assault
S upon Intramuros was wnique, d ing 20
wal itsaly h:ﬁz“l’m\lnded Intrammuros, Extengivg g 1ok T1S00Y wall averagins

Extensiy the
en constructed by @ gun emplacements a s i
I MDregnabl qgyen e 170 Y the Jupanese, Maximant e eNtS and tunnels i

the regimental M7's from the Cannon Company plus an additional platoon from the
148¢h Infantry. Artillery pieces up to and including 155mm howitzers were used in direct
fire missions also, but their particular vulnerability to small arms fire precluded their ex-
tensive use. Great difficulty was had in getting direct fire weapons across the Pasig
River and into position because of the intensity of enemy fire. The whole attack on In-
tramuros was delayed until the heavy assault guns could be brought over and placed into

un had its own part of the area in the wall to be destroyed. The hour's bombardment,
Romere, 5 not apn he wall clenly, b ather crmbld it 20 tha ot toops cold
climb over without having to use ladders. When the breaches were made, one at the North
end of the city and the other at the Northeast corner, the assault units moved in. The
120th Infantry attacked across the Pasig River from the North in assault boats (after
shooting steps into the river embankment with 76mm tank destroyers), while the 145th
Infantry attacked overland from the West. So heavy was the preparation, that entrance
Was gained almost without opposition. Once our units were inside Intramuros, normal
street fighting again took place, except in Fort Santiago. This was a medieval fort, con-
taining many dungeons and deep recesses and tunnels, filled with Japanese. Among the
expedients found workable in combating the enemy therein was the sealing of decp cavi-

s by demolition teams. The extinction of other pockets to which access was difficult
as effected by pouring gasoline into them and igniting it with WP grenades.

7. Special Techniques
a. Observation Posts in Street Fighting

n some cases it was very helpful to have an observation post in a high
Dilting some distance b the oo o i atacking s, with dvec ommunicsion 1o
the attackers. Because of the limited visibility in many cases this rear CP wax!ab‘e to
9bserve and report to the attacking company actions and locations of the enem)é. In ?[a;lm«
in fighting, the attacking companies should have the SCR 300 mnel mlmb‘erhod be
adiccent unit, so that in an emergeney direct. communication may be established by
SWitching to the appropriate channel. This means is recommended only o me:g rm;u
OF situations where the information might become worthless afler a few minutes; for
Xample, enemy cscaping from a strongpoint.

b. Use of Flame-throwing Tanks
e e o s oo o
& e roving s e e s
the assault troops siezed the stairs. On another oceasion a flame-throwing tank discharg-
©d its flame through a window into a deeply recessed and sandbagged machine gun posi-
tion, destroying the enemy.
e Effect of Unfused Projectiles on Walls
C ble advantage was thought to be gained by the use of unfuzed 155-
Fox the purpose of opening holes in heavy walls. the ballistic proper-
T 2 sl for he s of mins bl b Sl i
tration with unfuzed shells created a more pronounced fissure than was caused by the
USe of HE with fuse delay, This fissure Tesponded readily o subsequent use of HE with
Tuze delay.

e
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4. Night Operations

Night attacks throug
ditficult and hazardous. The many hiding places
o

Moves of & minor maare o g
maves shoud be avide, Unuaty e o
sate for the advantages gained.

8. Conclusions

d advantageous, but large-scale and continuous
e of disaster involved is too great to compen-

 fighting in Mani

a Street
not aleady covered in FM 3150, * "% "0mal and advanced no principles or tactics

b The stubborn Ja,
Sround necessitated use of m‘:s;ﬁ d":’.f;niﬁ c§ large fortitied buildings standing in open
i toms, in order 10 secure their reduction, | ¢ °% fortified positions and combat

¢ The unique situation
were laboriously and dangerously e
defenders from the walls and
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ORGANIZATION CHART
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Senta Teresa College DECLASSIFIED 1
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Pillbox in front of Senta Teresa College Building DECLASSIFIED |
Annex 13 Authority > §83078
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Front view of New Police Station
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SKETCH OF AQUARIUM LOOKING SOUTH FROM WALL
OF INTRAMUROS

TROOPS ENTERED THROUGH BREACH MADE BY DIRECT
FIRE FROM ASSAULT GUNS AND TANKS. 115 ENEMY
DEAD WERE COUNTED IN THIS BASTION.
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