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HISTORY OF THE PHILIPPINE MEDICAL DEPOT DURING THE PHILIPPINE ENGAGEMENT
FRON DECEWBER 8, 1941, TO
1 ‘ —
Tn order to write a comprehensive history of the Wedical Supply Depot during
the Philippine engagement it is necessary to present a picture of the organization
and distribution of supplies before the war,

1. Shortly before the outbreak of hostilities the organization of the Depot
consisted of 1 Major M.A.C. g Officer) 3 Li ts, M.,A.C. 5 Non Com-
missioned officers, 1 Pfc Medical Dept, 1 Pfc (Phil.Scout) Med Dept., and sbout 35
civilians employees. At the time of the beginning of hostilities, 1 general hospital
(1000 bed) had been stored at Lemay, Bataan Peninsula. Two additional warehouses
had been lessed in the city of Manila. Class 7 supplies had been s tored in $ts one
tirety in one, and in the other equipment of an old 1000 bed general hospital and
750 bed evacuation hospital. A compound of 5 buildings had been leased at 92-Pande-
ros St., Santa Ana, lManila, and equipment of all classes was being removed from the
Depot in Port Area into these buildings. A few days after the outbreak of hostili-
ties all serviceable equipment had been removed from the Port Ares to this place. .
and it began to functfon as the Philippine Medical Depot. This group of buildings
was ideally adapted for use as warehouses, 4 buildings had 2 floors, the lower Floor
being concrete, and the second floor of each building being connectéd with the obhor
building by covered runways. The area was on the banks of the Pasig river and it
was planned to build a dock in order that supplies conld be received from the Port
Area by barge. | About 4000 collapsible hospital beds bslonging to field units were

t, i, HeKinley.
Storeaz?t e equipment o 2 how,General Hospitalosbepatito, avsive dubaiail i
Nov. 1941, The new Gen, Hosp. equipment nearest complete (about 35% at this time)
was sent to Estado Nayor for use in conjuption with Sternberg Gen. Hospital,

3. At this time a poriod of purchasing of all a;glisblethasﬁtﬁl Hm:li;st
s i a projected hospital center anila and to
& ik bl R e;;:?ﬁ:: pefsoinel increased to dout 235 but it was

augment stock in the depot.
imgossible to obtain additional commissioned persomnel with knowledge of supply

. Work progressed rapidly however, and We were able to supply medicines and

:;I;pmenz e o the mi"immb:fugﬁ:yisﬁgsiﬁn: a3 gzﬁg;;;m
of Luzon and by water A

::: iz:gng :;easlil g?ig::regidor in Manila Bay when the ship struck one of our sub-
BT e e ecember 23, 1041, orders were Teosived to evacuate Wanila for the Bata
an Peninsula taking all supplies and equipnent poasible by trucks, W were not
allowed to carry amy of our civilian employees 'lthﬂesxzel’h s SRR
Losing the services of all tho old employees of the Devot who had PCeR C0, SoCl
for years and know the work well wes a staggoring blov, Hovever, Mo %808 BIC,
of Captain Kanson, H,A.C, and Lieut, Goldberg, Med.G, (two Sery ensietiey oty o0
the problemof evacuation progressed rapidly. By n e comand of Capts Ranson.
convoy of 30 trucks of equ}pmegt liis f‘zeﬁ:;is:d“:ozi the last convoy out.of Manila,

nightfall of the following day g
A b spproxiuately 100 trucks on the road Ly 2685 on

5. Ve ostablished our Piold Nedical Supply Depot ab kLIORNE PR, or/on,

the Batasn-Mariveles Road, On Decenber 29th a sub depot was 8SPRR S0 ey ol
Bataan, to furnish front, ino units with supplies. On Jamery B0 o, yey g
Was hombod out and the personnel returned to the main Depet WLl Py Fis ot amt
could be salvaged, Convoys contimally returned ©o HERl "Bl "ony ofe by the
day) until Jan. lst, when the road between Manile el (820 4%y  Gorregidor by
Japanese, The peesormel trapped in Manila at t o
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&11 the offic listed men who took part in the evacuatbi supplies from
lenila are to be highly commended. They convoyed surplies night and day during the
period from Dec. 23rd to Jan, 1, 1942, With scarcely any rest except that gotten on
their trucks going to and from Manila, They went through bombing raids performing
their duty effeciently and with dispatch. Hot one vehicle that left Manila with
supplies failed to reach its destination. .The civilian drivers are also to be com-
mended, They performed their duties without complaint and were eager to perform a
part in the mission assigned us. In fact the moral of the entire organization was
very high during the entire campaign and there was no need for sny disciplinary
sction during the entire time, except that of the mosttrivial nature,

6. General Hospital No, 2 began to function at the end of December 1941, and
supplies for that uwnit were furnished by the medical depot as they had not been able
o evacuabe any appreciable amount of supplies from Manila, Drawing attention to
the fact that shortly before the surrender of Bataan, the patient population of
that hospital reached above 5000 it can readily be seen that its caused quite a
rain on our supplies. Also at this time the Philippine Army General Hospital star-
ted to function and had to be euiped enbirely by tho Depot. Small shipments of sup-
plies were flown from Cebu and Iloilo although they were very definitely unsuffi=
olont to meet the demands. These shipments: consited mainly of sulfa drugs, quinine,
vitamins, etc.

7.” n January 30th a sub Depot was established on Gorregidor where the bulk
of excess supplies and equipment not needed in Bataan vere sent. Only a six week
Supply was maintained in Bataan, All supplies and equipment in Batsan and Gorregi-
o & atored under what natural shelter that oould be found, Trenches were dug
und ogvored in which were stored drugs in bottles and tins to safoguard bhem from
Shell and bomb fragments and from strafing., AlL inflammables were buried in pits as
a precautionary measure. ; :

On April 8th, oreseeing the eminent surrender of Batéan all critical
+ in Bataan were removed to General Hospital

E ies that were on hand at the Depo
;‘;?péfslst this time the undersigned contacted Colonel J. 0. Gellispie, if.C,, Com-
manding OFficer of the Hospital and it was agreed that the personnel of the Depot

could capitulate with that orgenization, In the afternoon of April 8th th:i um;sr—- i
sighed received an order from Lieut, Col, Walter Manning, M.g.,GAssii‘;snt DT: iy \
Surgeon, USAFFE, to send certain critical items of suppltest g :I:;Em‘ag. bna:s
.supplies were dispatched to Cab-caben, P, I. for shipmex; g 02 tEe tmcis e

T b boat arrived at Cab-caben:the supplies were rafused S8 FC Forntlr s ‘
+to the Depot at about 8:30 P.M, Somewhat after 9:00.P.M. Co: oizd L
communicated with me and was informed that the supplies requested had boenIBres

for shipment. Colonel Manning then ordered that I take theie S‘mgeing o

and to see that theywre accepted for shipment on & boatNthaz :isnmo e SN
evacuate the Army Nurses from General Hospital No. lé& 0‘3 3% ias ordered to sent anl
Manning could establish no commnication with Gen. Hosp. No. 1,
of ficer to inform the Commanding Officer of the oxt'der t:;;;;\:ie
The supply trucks were dispatched and T folloved then sccompanied By o veing
0. Cagy, M. S., and 1st Lieut, Louis C. Klien, M,A.C., M Jt' o affic was indes-
the evacuation of the nurses mentioned ab:olgs. CT:: conjestio

orible and it bacame apparent that we could no

fle actually arrived somewhat after 3:00 A ;a[ut ;p;:xdiﬁg:igrive o
supply trucks and the Nurses from Gen.hx:g; b;wsen e M PR

t the
In the meantime
‘the Gen. Hosp,

the ammunition dumps and ordnance ware . ilown and it vas Sa8ined J
No. 2 and below what was known as the "iifgﬁaﬁu;sﬁidaﬁﬁsﬁupply e B ‘
also that the road had been ‘blocked tha r‘v«‘l
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off below this point. Assuming this to be the case Major Cagy boarded a boat

‘that was at the dock and want to Corregidor. I ordered Lt. Klein to go with him,

I could establish no contack with the Depot nor with the Surgeon's Office at
Corregidor. My driver and myself patrolled the road on foot from Mariveles for a
distance of 3 kilometers or more but could find no sign of the nurses or trucks.

I ordered my driver that if he should find no sign of our people by daylight to take
any available transportétion to Corregidor. We became separated and I took a barge
to Corregidor at dawn. My driver arrived some time later.

9. After the capitulation of Bataan three shipments of medical mpplies were

Teceived from the Souty 2 by plane and 1 by submsrine. These shipments consisted
mainly of quinine, sulfa drugs and vitamin preparations, All critical supplies

in the Depot on Corregidor were stored in the Walinta Tunnel but it was impossible
to store more than a very small amount 'of the stock because of the crowded condition
of the tunnels, The Depot on Corregidor was completely shelled out on April 22nd by
Japanese land batteries operating on Bataan, The remaining personnel of the Depot.
was attached to the Medical Detachment, Ft. Mills, P.'I, and surrendered with that
‘organization to the Japanese on liay 6th.

U On June 14th I was taken by the Japanese to Manila to classify medical sup~
plies and equipment that had been seized from civilian firms and institutions, I was
surprised to find go little of our equipment there but this matter was cleared up
when I was informed that our medical supply depot had been burned before the entra-
nee of the Japanese, || I undervent two rather unhappy interviews in regard to this
matter but on the whole was treated rather well, I remained in the Japanese Depot
from June 14th fo October 20, 192, at which time I was sent to the prison camp at
Cabanatuan, P, I,

10, Upon arival at Cabanatuan I learned that our convoy had finally gotten.
through, but too late to secure transportation for the supplies to Corregidor, A1l
were without fuel and were abandoned except one under the command of Staff Sgt, Bish,
MD, which was teken as far as Gen, Hosp, No. 1, where the supplies were turned in.

11, Attached hereto is a roster of the organization of the Philippine Medical
Depot in Bataan, Only the roster of American officers and soldiers is submitted;
as the roster of Philippine Army soldiers and civilians is not available.

The entire organization is to be highly commended, Although most of the
men were newly assigned amd without experience they overcame th:.Ls hal:xdicap by will-
ingness and eagerness to perform any task assigned to them., This spirit prevailed
through out the entire campaign,

0. V. KENPF,

Lieut, Col,, Med. Adm. Corps,

Commanding, Philippine Med. Depot
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