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16 June 1945

fie. 1.G, Tucker Léniln

lle—D1sp051tmr' of Comnonwealth Treasury “unds
in Gorregidor, Dec.10/1 to Ar 1942.

1, Vault in Corregidor. The Comuonyeal th Government hed & veult in
Correpidor, erd in Decerber of 1941, part of the Covernment Treasyry funds
were kapt there,

2. Trensfer of funds from anila. When the Conmcn\:ealm Government
Hoves its site to Corregidor from.ianila, it broucht along with it Treasury
Junds in paper and silver, and deposited same in e veult on the island.

3, ' Kbove_information bearsey, I kave no direct personal lmowledge of
above facts.

Tiy stotoment is based on information pathered et Corregidor
from Government: officials whon * was trangferred fron Batean to the Office
of the President of the Philippine s on S/D in February of 1942. y

4. Condepmation of Currency. Scor after having into Corregidor, Presks
dent i, L. Quezon foresaw the advisability of destroying the raper curreney
held ‘n the.Goverment veult against the eventuality that it fell into the
Dands of the nemy as a result of the fortuwnes of war. A cordemnation com-
nittee wastappointed by ube President to do this work. On tho committes weve
then Vice-Pres B. Osmena, Sec d, Abad “antos and laj. Gen. Basilio J.: Valdes,

5. & &0 C A
party beinc about to be ovacuated fro
wero substituted in the Qomit
Tioward Suith and Gol. . G

N P
6. llew Comnittee g 19 Fsbrnag 1942, I reported to-the”

Office of the Fres, on SD and alJ e faots and Tigures fTom that date on are

personally kuown to me, andave given bere %o the best of my recollection,

7. Receipt sipmed by new Cogmittee. The new Comuittce made an inventory
of the veult, = without checking the contonts of cach case, however - and
signed proper réceipte, tie, original of which vas handed o Hos. Smmsmm,Osmena.,

7 19 Peb 1942, Pres Quezon and his
Corre-idor, the throe nembers mamed
by then Lt. Col. lamuel Roxae, Col.

8. e, new Conpittee, The new Connittee proceeded with
the work of destroying Treasury funds in the vault, the following procedure
being adopted and invariably followed:

a. Authority was first issued, in 16 name o'the Pres. by Lt, Col,
Nanuel foxas, in his capecity as Aching Sep, to the Pres., to the condems
netion Gonittee, 0 destroy the paper currency ocntained in a piven muiber
of cases, showing ihe markings of nd the totel amount and the Gi
fervent denominations 8f the bills conteined in each,

B, Upon receipt of ihis aubhorily, the three members of the Comnittee
thien Trogeedsd fo thoveult, usin: their respective sepavetc keys to uie
main doot of the veult, opened saie end, in the presénce of eech other,
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withdrew {he boxes mentioned in the President's paper, checked the conbents 7

£ -each box, cuptying same into improvised furcased prepared just outedde
tHe Bault, sat, the paper currency.on fire and vatched-it urn to the oud

¢. 4 cortificate of destbuction was then prpeared
the markings of each case and the, totals and demominatios o
destroged.” This certificate was signed by
a copy of same,

in writing, giving :
£ the currencyjust l
ell-three members, cach of whon kept ‘

d. later, when frequent enemy raids made it imsafe to burn the paper

11 condemned bank notes
Glipped with scifsors into small pieces, clippings. béing collected un enpty boxed
and later burnt.at leisure outside the tunnels.. Lateral No. 16, 10£f Malinta
umnel was set, aside for this purpose,.a mmber of.enlisted men doing the work
under direct and corstent superwision of & grouppof Hinance Officers, one member,
at least of tlhe Comnittee being. presert: at.all, tines,

9» 1 Changes dn. tje: Gonnithea,. When Ool Matued Howas est Corregidor, on
22 lMar 1942, he was substituted in the Comuittes by Lt. Col Edwards, Finance Officer
Fort ilills, and authority for destruction was issued in the name of the Pres,
over my signature by written delegation issued by Gol. Hoxas before he left. When

Col. Smith left Corregidor on 7 Apgil 1942, he was substitaten by Lt. Col. Jardeleza,
FS, PA. :

0. Silver currency,. By writter #nstructions issucd by Bresid,
be‘ore he left, the silver currency, totalling, as I mow Tecollect:
nillion pesosy was to. be.banded-to.Gen, HacArthur,. on his call, for destruction,
Avound the middle of April, upon order of Lty Gen, I, i, Weimwright, whoihad' sue-
ceeded Gen. lacArthur, I turncd the silver over £ Hajor Gen.. lLioore, Comnanding
Cens, Fort Nills, who ordered same thrown. intosthe sea ofe Corregidor,

G whiom L 800! -
1L 2sposal of Iressury Funds, During Bhe period mé 1 February to 29 Aprs1
1942, %5 oty

ent Quezon
» Seventeen

the entire contents of the Treasury veult was di sposed

&, Disbursement, duly,euthoriged, cover - 5
(1) Advances to F.As Finance Orficers + 16
d (2) Advance to Bataan Provincial Officials;
i (3) Payment of salaries to Phil, Government
Ppersonnel stationed at Corregidor,

bs Oashing of US, Treas. Warrants issued by Gol, J. R. Vance, f
Finance Officer, U. 5, Army, (all these warrants were Gpstryyed by ne ‘
in Corregidor after thoy had besn eredited to the Treasurer of the Phi1, i
in Washington, D, C,)

¢ Destruction by Gondemnsation @Gomnittee, . !

LT e Left. When T loft Corregidor on 29 Appiy 1942,
veult had heen completely enptied, all e Croency 1% had containied Having boey
disposed of a5 per pars. 10 apd 11, ebove,. Toe only funds left on that daty
the sum of F/17,000,,00 turned uwer to Lt Gol . Jardeless who wae left H
egidor, and the sum of #20,000,

"oxas wWho, shortly before, lag eer
$o the rank of Brigadier Generel. Botn YE suns were for possible emerong
Surselieitte, Lt. Ool, Jardeless Feuetved fas pelaers 168 with him, o pg..
fooountelidiity, while the sun of $20,000,00 telierect by me %o Gep

N80, Wes burnt by hi

Gen Hoxas 1
&t lielaylilay, Busks Bukidnon, on 7 Yay 1942, in tha
s b

the Government,
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sence of the Provincial Tressurer and other Provincial offIGIals; W - — 1‘

sertificete to that effect.

.13, Punds taken by the President. When Fres Quezon left Corregidor on 19
Feb 1942, he took with him & number of U. S, Army foot lockers containgng, as I
recollect, seven million pesos,for distribution to the Visayan Provinces. I vJ
curngi now defiritely recollect uotier #ia oun es burned over to the Fres. by |
the “irst Comittee, (Pres. Osmena, Sec. Abad antos,and Haj. Gen. Valdes, or by
the Second Committee (Gen , Col th end Col. Jenks). Iy recollection
of the emount of the Pres, withdreval is lso uncertuin.

8

Jewelry found in veult. dbout the latter part of April, when only a

e boxed of paper currency.were lefhin the veult, I discovered there
one cardboard box with no markings, whieh uas ot shown dn the inventory, I
tock this fhe box in to the tunnel & opendd it in the presence of Lt.
3. Varges, Jr., Lt. I, de Leon and sefersl Finance Officer, PA, and found it to
contain jewelry which Lt, Vergas identified as belonging to-some lanile families
who had placed same in the Philippine Natlonal Dark Tor safe keeping., I was ine
formed that his box had been turned mvex in to High-Com. Sayre when he left Hani
for Corregidor, Although we were not responsible for this jewelry, I turnd sa
over to Col. Bowler, Adjutant Gen., ort liills, who placed the box in the Fort

11s safe located inthe lateral leading into the Hospital tunnel.

ila
me o

15, Daily Record. From the dete the Seccnd Committee' (Gen.Roxas et al) tock
over from the Fivet Comuittee (Pres Osmena ard otkers) I kept a Daily Repord show-
ing all business done at the office of the Pres. of the Philippine, This “ﬁily
Record showed in det:i] all disbursements znd destruction of Government funds and
onntained proper vouchers and certificated covering same. Daily hecords for the
earlier perdd (probably from 19 Feb to 15 Kar, 1942) were mailed to Joaquin I
Elizalde, then Hesident Com. for the Phil, &t hashington, D. C. In this first
bateh of Daily Records there were included the file copies of the receiptmit sizned
by the Pecord Comnittee when it book the Treasury vault over from the first Committe

X With the cxception of the group of laily Records, all other itecords up
to and including 29 Arr 1942, were taken along by me when I left Corrogidor on
that date. Prior to surrender, these Daily Records were senretdd, on or hbout
5 liay 1942, in an earthen vase, esmented close with a china plate, which was
eabedied enbeded in cement five feet underground in Mt Mindanao,

I plan to fly to lMindsngo next week to recover this vase to be able to
present these Yaily “ecords, which include originals of @ll Condemmation Certifi-
cates and all voucher supporting disbursements made.

. Pirel fudit, Before leaving Corregidor, I closed hy book as of 26 April
1942, end hed all my accounts sudifted by the Pinance Officer, Fhilippine Arm

The originalof this' Finel Audit is attached to the Daily Record for that date gnd
is amohg the papers buried in Mindanao.

18, liext report. As soon as 1 return from liindanao, I will piv

nentc] Memarendun. Unless theso pepers have been tampered with ﬁit;eyii 2 Supgles,
that have elapsed sirce thay were secreted underground in Mindanao, 1 enlCC YORTS
give you then o conplete detailed report of all trensactions, which I | Loob 40

ed to revien here strictly on recollection of fects, figures and dagoe '° SM0aVOD:

(sgd) JosE RAZoN
Haj ., Tng, s,
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