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Sanceuber 17, *1945

Brief report of operations on Wake Island, December 8th to 23rd

SUBJECT:
inclusive, 1941,
L Generel, H. A. F., Hickan Field, T. He
(c i S1g0 & C of AC)
1. At daybreak on December 8th, 1941 (VWake Island time) the infornation
anes:

broadcast fron Headquarters H. A, F. at fiicken Field relative to the
attack on Pecrl Farbor was received by the operator on duty
(located at the airfield) and immediately transmitted to me,
awoke Major Devereaux, U, S, i, C, Commandant and apprised him of the smmmn.
I then began the removal of the truck (trasmitter unit) and trailer (re
unit) from positions alongside the runway at the airfield to a new pnssuon some.
750 yaxds dlstant froi the airfield, This required the tse of all personnel in-
cluding those enlisted men who had been on duty during the night. The job was
completed by 1145, at which time communication¥ was reestablished with Head-
quarters H. A. Fo at hickan Ficld. Ten minutes later Japansse aircreft bombed
the airfield and P. A. A. establiskments. Hight planes were destroyed at the
icld and the P. A. A. Tadio station was demolished. The U. 5. k. C. radio sta-

1ine gan bullets passed birough the trailer wibi-

Stion Two mach
“ utcausing danage or casualty. Sergeant J B. fex, Signal Corps, was slightly

Gwounded in the back by a bomb splinter

After the departure of the enemy aircraft the radio truck and trailer
On Decesber 9th, the enemy air-

lities were bombed afid destroyed coapletely, leaving the Air Corps - Signal Corps
it the only remaining means of communication. On December 11th, during a raid
bombs and machine gun bulletﬁ struck very close to our position. After the
e B © agein moved. These units being the only remsin
ing mean OB ahaa et ot all facilities were iamsdistely offered to, an
abcepbed by the U. S. Naval Commandant, and there after all U. S. Naval tranic
was handled through our umn. On the nigat - Decemner 11th - 12 thy indications
being that bhe eneay was intent on locating and knocking out these unite it
was decided to abandon the truck and Lraller, sacrificing mobility rux- securit;
The units wers consequently dismantled from truck and trailsr, and set up ine Ui
an uncompleted concrete tubular magazine, which was aﬂsrwaru covered

o
With eight fest of eart)
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.+ A keying line was provided to the U. S. Navy G. P., which was now
using our facilities. From the 12th to and including the 25rd the Navy was
glvén their frequency at any time they required it, 24 hours a day. The Army,
of course, retained control and maintenance of the transmitter keeping ewboom Fmuoy
watch on Headquarters H. A. F. meamhile. The five enlisted men, throughout
the entire seige of Wake Island (December 9th - 23rd inclusive) performed an
outstanding job of maintaining instantaneous co i
attacks, little sleep and poor and meagre food.
ViBoanky ARE
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ITARY FECORDS ~ HAWATIAN ATR FORCE

SIGNAL DETAGHIENT AT WAKE ISLAKD

ROSTER:
Captain Heury 3. Whlson, Signal Corps - Commanding
Staff Sergeant E. G. ogers, Air Corps
Staff Sergeant C. H. Hotchiiss, Air Corps
Sergeant, C. s Dilkes, Air Corps
Sergeant J. 3. Rex, Signal Corps
Pvt 1/cl P. F. Fultrup, Air Corps

TLSON, HENKY S., CAPTAIN, STGNAL CORPS.

Deceaber 8th, 1941 ~ Wounded in right lsg abuve knee by bomb splinter,

during bombing of Pan American Airways dressed by U,

Naval Surgeon Kahn. linor wound - No Cemplu-mns.

4 8

Decenber 23rd, 1941 ~ Captured by Japansse Naval Forces, after surren-
der of Wake Island by U. S. Naval Commandant. Previously I had destroyed
a1l codes ciphers, cipher devices et,c by burning. Radio transmitter

rendered inoperative by burning out transformers and suasiing meters,

Jenuary 1, 1942 - Baccilary dysentery, temperature 104 dogrees, lay in
S fospital six days without fosd or medical abtentions On rem nuary

venth removed to Prigoners' Hospital established by Dr. Shank
dsseestoris surgean).

March 10th - Recovered.

March 11th, 1942 - Ordered to labor by Japanese conbtructing roa

(Civilian

Rofused, cla: exeuption from labor as an officer, under prwism",,
helds

of international law. - Upl

Mareh 126h, 1912 - Brotested fomally, immiting to Jspadese authorities

Lha use of eilisted men prisoners on labor involving construct.

don of

itions, as o direct’ violation of internstional law, Protesy

Tedented and prisneris labor continued on military projects.

May 11th, 1942 - Left Vake Island for Japan, together with all
vice men prisoners remaining on Island, on Japanese transport ",

May 16th, 1942 - Arrivéd in Yokohana, Japan. Sedt to Ofuna conc
anp for questioning (See separate report).

May 30th, 1942 = Sent by railroad to Zeatsuji P. O« W. Caup, on
of Snikoku, arriving May 3lst, 1942.

Us 8. Ser. -

sama Margn,

eatration

TIslang
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January 10th, 1943 - Confined to bed with beri-beri and odema
accompanied by high fever and swelling of all extremsties. Recovered
February 5th, 1943. Teight 110 pounds.

December 29th, 1943 - Chronic Diahrea continuously to June 10th,
1944, ‘Meight on Pecovery 107 pounds.

June 23rd, 194k - Sent from Zentsuji P. O. W. camp to Rokuroshi P. Q.
W, camp (Fukuii Prefecture) before leaving Zentsuji, transferred
500 yen from my savings account to fund to provide for Sergeant Rogers.

September 7th, 1945 - Liberated by U. S. Eighth Aray. Weight 110 pounds.
September 8th, 1945 — Left Rokurosii for Yokahama en route to U. S.
ROGERS, E. G., STAFF SERGEANT, ATR CORPS.
Decenber 8th to 23rd (inclusive) 1941 -

Exceptionally meritorious service above formal call of duty assisting
the maintenance of communication for Nevy, as well as own umit, with little
sleep, poor food and under daily air attacks. Recommend decoration for

valor -"The Silver Star',
Bl Ciin
HANRY/STANLEYWILSON,

Captain,Signal Corps,

December 23rd, 1941 - Captured by Japanese Naval forces upon the
surrender of VWake Island.

January 12th, 1942 - Sent to Japan on Japanese Naval Transport.
January 19th, 1942 - Arrived in Yokohama, Japan

January 28th, 1942 - Sent by Hail road from Yokishama to Zentsuji P. 0, §

Camp.
February 8th, 1948 - Preumonia, Recovered with no apparent ill-effects X

on February 2bth, 194k, !

July 1, 1944 — Virenched back while engaged on Japanese prisonerst Jor \\
party. Recovered and resumsd work July 15, 194k Apparently no W0 &

effects. Y

June 23rd, 1945 = Fron this date to end of war nobhing furbhor is knoyy
regarding this soldier.
o b
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EEX, J. 5., SERGEANT, SIGNAL CORPS.

HOTCHKISS, C. H., STAFF SERGEANT, ATR CORP:

Decesber 8th, 1941 - xmundud in back by bomb fragnent while on duty
4in Radio Trailer Station, iiound dressed by Naval Surgeon Kahn, minor
Wound - No complications, Recomnend smard of "Purple Heart!l.

'ém r f%sﬁ«; 4
Captain, Sigal Corps.
December 8th to 23rd (inclusive) 1941 -
Exceptionally meritorious service above pormal call of duty assisting
the maintenance of communication for liavy, as well as own unit_, with little
or

sleep, poor food and under daily air attacks. Recommand decoration £
valor - "The Silver Star'.

7 2 4L
HENRYSTANLEY/ILSON
Captain, Signal Corps.

December 23rd, 1941 ~ Captured by Japanese Naval Forces upon the surrender
of Vake Island.

Janvary 12th, 1942 - Sent to Japan on Japanese Naval Transport, arriviag
in yokohana January 19th, 1942, but not landed, Delisved to have been sent
to Shanghai, China P. C. W. Camp. No furhter information obtainable up

to end of war.

December Bth to 23rd (inclusive) 1941 -

Exceptionally meritorious service above nommal gall of ting
the maintenance of communication for Navy,as well as own umt, oy hgug

sleep, poor food and under daily air atbacks. Recommend decoration fop
valor - "The Silver Star',

A Y, Gif,
Captaln, Signal Crops,
De 23rd, 1941 - Captured by Japanese Naval Fi
Do, e, 1941 ug 5 Jap val Forces upon the surrender

January 128hy 1912 ~ Sent bo Japan on Japansse Neval Trensport, arrivigg

e Ui
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in Yokohama January 19th,

to Shanghai, China P. O.
to end of war.

1942, but not landed. Believed to have been sent
Camp. No furhter information obtainable up

DILKES, C. SERGEANT, ATR CORPS.

December 8th to 23rd (inclusive) 1941 -

Exceptionally meritorious service above pormal call of duty assisting
the maintenance of communication for Navy, as well as own unit, with little
sleep, poor Food and under daily air attacks. Recommend decoration for
valor - "The Silver Star'.

A,
i NRY/ fson,
Cuptam, Signal Corps,

Docenber 23rd, 1941 - Captured by Japanese Naval Forces upon the surrender
of Wake Island.

January 12th, 1942 - Sent to Japan on Japanese Neval Transport, arriving

in Yokohana Janusry 19th, 1942, but not landed, Believed to have been sent
to Smnghai China P, O. W. Camp, No further information obtainable up to
end of war

FULTRUP, P. F., PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, AIR CORPS.

December 8th to 23rd (inclusive) 1941 -

Exceptionally neritorious service gbove orma) call of ity assioting
the maintenance of commnication for Navy, as well as t, with little
sleep, poor food and under daily air attacks. g e e
valor - "The Sikver Star'.

¢ /7
HENRY/ STAN] "WILSON
Captain, Signal Corps.

Decenber 23rd, 1941 ~ Captured by Japanese Naval Forces upon the surrender
of tiake Islande

January 12th, 1942 - Sent to Japan on Japanese Naval Transport, arriy.
in Yokohana January 19th, 1942, but not landed, Believed to have heen g \(,
to Shanghai, Chisa, P O. ifs Gasp. No further ifornation obtaingble up ent)
to end of wars N

A true copy of records kept by ths undersigned: é: ;
'II.;O!\ e

by apmn, iy Corpa,
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