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JECLAS:

Fort Mills, P.I.
Pebruary 28, 1942

Subject: Attempt to Locate and Spot Artx!luv Fire on Enemy Gun Positions
in the Vieinty of Ternate, P.T.

Commanding General, Harbor Defenses of Manila Bey,
Port Mills, P. I. zw Chamels)

1. The following is a narrative report of the attempt made to
loeate, and spot artillery fire on, enemy gun positions in the vicinity of
Ternate, P.T.

On Pebrusry 7, 1942, the originel detail, comsisting of the under=
signed and two eiviliens, ¥r. Cenfield and Vr. Baklkus, left Fort Mille at
7100 pems aboard the ntlon boat for Fort Prank. Bquiylcac carried ine~
oluded tow radio sets ("Walkie Talkie"), maps of the ares in question,
sipher device, fleld glasses, pocket compase, end Thompson subemachine
gans.

Upon arrival at Port Prank trips were made to the mainland to con=
tact guides which had been previoulsy used by Mr, Ganfield and Baokus on
a recomnaissance of the Ternate area, After three tripe in the motor=-
baneo, guides were finally procured anu the detail landed in Caymcno Cove
at approximately 4100 s.m. Februery 8, 1942.

Although the matives assurcd us that no enemy hed been to barrie
Cayoeno up until that time, the detail passed the day of Februery 8tk ina
cave on Restinga Ridge. During the morning several rounds were fired by
Fort Frenk in the vieinity of Cayoeno Cove, some of which landed close enough
for us to fedl a very slight concussion.

y after dark on February 8th the party prooseded to a ridge
scouted by the guides during the day snd from which they assured us & view of
the Ternats srea could be had. This position was reached by dawn on February
Sth. The position afforded but & limited view of the Ternate ares, but Sapong
point was clearly visible. Activity was observed on Sapong Point, and
smspicicus=looking objects were visible. Fire was requested and adjusted on
this point. The enemy fired several rounds during the morning, which rounds
olearly came from & point om which we had no observation. Consequently the
guides were sent out the next day to dook for & more favorable loocation. Al
day Pebruary 10th was spent in more or lesssfruitless observation,

Afver dark on Pebruary 10th, the detail started for the new
position. In less thentwo hours a heavy wood was reached through which the
guides could mot take us im the durk, particularly since there was a very poor
moon. Consequently the party waited until dawn of Pebruary 11th to proceed to
position, resehing seme at aprroximately 8:00 a.m. This position was found to
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afford excellent observation 6f the Ternate-Maragondon area, except that the
bridges soross the river were obzoured by a small hill just west of the river
bank. Comstant observation during the 11th disclosed enemy activity in the
odge of some woods which bordered a rice field on the west side of the
Maragondon River, and Sotth of Sapong. During the afternnen a truck full of
men was seen to enter this rice field, drive aoross it and disappear in the
woods. Just before sunset the enemy fired about six rounds from the vicinity
of the woods imto which the truck di Fire was and adjusted
on thess woods. It is to be moted that no flash was visible to the observing
dotail, nor could smoke or dust e seen drifting up after the rounds were fired.

On Pebruary 12¢h observation was continued and fire was requested and
adjusted on Sapong barric and agein on the woods from which the sound of firing
the evening before had seemed to come. During the firing on the woods a small
detail of enemy, abuut ten, ran out of the woods and across the rice field to-
werd the Maragondon River.

One of the guides had been baok to Cayoomn Cove the night of February 1lth
to got additional rations and another battery for the radios. We ate the last
of the initial rations on the morning of February 12th, but expected the guide
back with additional rations by 8:00 a.m. At about 11:15 a.m. a netive who
lived approximately cme kilometer from our position came running towards us
indicating that an enemy patrol of from twenty to thirty strong was approaching
our position. His story was that this patrol had come to his house and caught
him by the wrist and insisted that he show them where the Americans were. He
had wrenched loose snd run intc the woods end come to tell us. Our two guides
upen hesring this news dispppeared. The detail withdrew into the woods to a
spot which cculd be easily defended and waited for developments. As nothing
heppensd in about an hour, the detall once more took up position whore ob=
servation could be had. However, it was obvicus thet unless the guide showed
up with the food, we would have to start back to position so the detail of three
started back carrying sll equipment except blankets and shelter hdve
were hidden in the woods. In ae much as we had dons most of our tra
night, we became confused on the trials snd finally resched Paniman Cove at
sbout $:00 pem. We reached Cayocno Cove at about 11¥00 p.m. where we were met
Ybys motor-banco form Fort Frank, which arrangement hed been previously mede by
radic to Fort Mills.

(n Februsry 13, 1942, a report of the ciroumstances wes made to S-2
Harbor Denfenses of Memila Bey, and & decision made to return to the field for
further observation. detail this time was to consist of five voluntecr
enlisted men, two mmericans, three Philippine Scoute, and the undersigned.

The Americans, Staf’” Sergeant Boyd and Corporal Morrisen, both of the 60th
Cohe (AA), arrived at 8:00 p.m. February 13, 1942 by special boat. The under=~
sismed found it necessary to go to Cavoeno Jove to get ome of the guldes
previously used and considered as reliable as anyone aveilable. The party,
including the three scouts, Corporsl Bautjste, Private Dionfies, and Private szz/v
Modnose, all of the 91st C.A. (PS), loft Fort Frank at sbout midnight in towd

‘bansos, cne of whichwas 'n tew. The party went first to berrio Celumjeng where

Captain Rueda, P.C., h/nd requested a tow to Looc Cove. Thus one motor was

3
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was pulling thres bancos. We arrived at Looc Cove and disembarked at daybresks

Pebruary 14, 1942, the party hid in the woods while an additional guide
and six porters were rounded up for us by omé of Captain Rueda's men. At
dark the detall started for position via Looo Berrio. Itwas the intention of
the undersigned to walk fmx all night or reach position before dmwn. MHow=
ever, upon resching the moumtains it was found impossible to advance because
thare was no moons The party omsequently slept until dawn and continued
through tho heavily wooded taing until ocomp 1y open country was
reached when snother halt for the day was made. On the evening of the 16th
the march was continued and the detail came within a few minutes olimb of the
position. The porters were dismifsed and the party entered the position early
in the morining of the 16th. The positions used was the saem es befors,
slthough 1t had been intended to change positions. The puides reported after
a reconnaissance mede on the 16th that the enemy was ocoupying the nosition
it had been originelly intended to use.

The enemy fired heavily during the 16th, but no flashes were visible, nor
oould smoke or dust be seen to arise from the woods from the vicinity of which
the sounds seemed to come. Fire was requosted and adjubted on = wood from which
the sound of the fire of one battery seemed to come, After friendly fire,
the enemy ceased firing from that wood and did not open fire from that position
again during the period of observation by the detail. Howsver, a battery which
seemed to be on the east side of the river and north of Ternate opened fire
and could not be located by the detail. The night of the 16th the enemy opened
fire at night for the first time. Although the flashes were clearly visible,
no ascurate locaticns cculd be made. Itwas apparent, however, that one of the
‘batteries was located in the vieinity of Maragondon. This battery had not
fired previously while the detail was fin position. The sound indiecated:
heavier oaliber then tha other batteries which had been heard to fire.

Dur.ng the afternocon of February 16th evidences of the fa-t that the
snemy had recomnoiterad the josition the detail was ocoupying were Pound in
the form of empty cigerstte packages and & plece of bread evidently from the
eneny fleld ration. Adding this to tho fact that no headway had been mede
in looabing emsmy positions, it was decided to move %0 a position eloser to
the enemy installations, if a suitable position could be found where observation
security, end communioations could be had simultanecudly. Sergeant Boyd and
Private Dionmes voluntesred to reconsoiter s hill which overlooked what was
apserently the heart of the enemy position, Inasmuch &s there was no moon, the
reconnaissance had to be made at dawn, These two soldlers left our positicn
at dawn on February l7th.

The rcmainder of the detail took up position for observation as usual.
Private Meidoza was assigned to the left flank, Corporal Bautista to the right
flank, Corporal Norrison to the front, and the two guidee bo the rear, which
was wooded and quite inacessible. The detail was warned to observe olosely ‘or
enemy pertrols inasmuch as it was evident the enemy knew that friendly units
had ocoupied this positicn befors. To enery activity was observed in the
Ternete area nor did the enemy open fire. At sbout 10:30 @.m. & messepe was
received from Fort Hills warning that the enemy was in Patungan, and would
likely go to Calumpang. Afder completing radiox trensmission, I collapsed the
radio equipment and put same dack in the edge of the wocds. After e fow
minutes I glances up end observed two soldiers coming from behind a bushy
tree toward the edge of ;ithe woods in which 1 wag sitting.
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These soldiers were les: than ten yards from me and abowt three yerds from
Corporal Mossis m. The Corporsl was behind & rock scting as observer to the
front snd at this moment had his back toward the front. He saw the enemy
about the same time as I did. He made no outery, but calmly motionsd for me
to take cover. Before twrning to get my rifle out of a tree directly behind
me, T sew four enemy had clearmd the tree which obscured my complete vision
to the front, and that one of them lunged toward the helples: Corporal
Morrison. The Corporal had, unfortunatley, orawled out to the roock, which
wes less than ten yards from the edge of the wood, without bis gun, After
proouring my gun, I jumped behind the nearest under-growth and opened
automatic fire on the spot whers the enemy was last seen coming frome I
oould not see wedl through the dense undar-growth end can-ot say what effect,
if eny, my fire hed. Howsver, the ensmy immediately openod up & brisk fire.
Pire apreared to come from the flanks where Corporal Bautista and Privete
Mendoge wers posteds I fired again with automatio fire end drop ed back to=
werd our camp. Because of the mature of the woods I could not ses the enemy
without unduly exp sing myself, as he had approached to the very sdge of the
wocds before he was observed by us. By thex “ime I reabhed the camp some
five minutes lster the fire had ceased. Tws kxkn isoleted shols wore heard
off to the loft flank from the directinn from which Sergeant Boyd and Corporal
Dion-es should be expected to return.

After waiting at the camp for a few mpinutes for other members of the
detail to show up, I instructed n of the guides to remain hidden in the
vieinity for two hours and bring any membere of the d etail he saw into o pre=
arranged meeting place, anc to hide any equipment he could that the enemy might
overlocks All iteme of equipment except persoral srms and the cipher device
whaeh wae in my pocket were lost. T took the other guide and started back for
the Looo valley through the woods. Upon reaching the ed:e of the velley at the
‘bese of the mountains, &t about two p.m., I stopped in e frinedly native's
house to wait for nightfall end also for cthor members of the detail. Upon
disoussing the situation with the guide I found thet the guide left near the
position did not intend to bring the members of the detail via Locc elter all,
in epite of my instructions. Consequently T felt there wae no uee in weiting
st this point any longer than nichtfall. The natives sdvised us that one
hundped of the enemy w:g in looe ‘barric. Ihe guide went ot the barrio to
verify this information, end finding it true, proourel two adcitional guides
to take us around Looes

At nightfall we pessed eround Looc end proceedsd t o barrio Calayo, reaching
this point at ebout midaight. The guide then procured a banco which he hed
hidden in & creek, and in spite of the information that the ensmy was
patrolling the besch, we put out in the bay, becaure we also received in=
formation that the enemy intended to search the vicinity of Calayo the next
day. At ebout four 8.m. we resched Limbones Cove whero wo went ashore to rests
At Gawm we proceeded to Fort Frank arriving there st abcut 9300 a.me Febraury
18, 1942.

2, With referende to personrel, sttention is invited to the fact that
the soldiers as well as the oivilians volunteered for this work, andthat
the loyalty, cooperati :, and initiative of ench man wes commendable.

-d - 4



Aporopriate oftations are ot omwonded. The status of pevsemsie) who did not
return, as indfoated by best reports available, i¢ ap Tollows:

Sergeant Boyd - Captured.
Corporal ¥orrisen = Filled or ocaptured
Corperal Beutista « Captured, (voys.

BT 5 TRgE o8 SupAen AR

Richara ¢, Ivey,
Captain, 60th ¢, A, faa),

1st Ind.

Fq. 80th noast brtillery (A:), Fort ¥1ls, P.Y., March 1, 1942, @ 7o; cG,
D of Manila anc Subic Bays, Fort Mills, P.1,

1. The recommendation contained in para raph 2, bdsio lotier is
concurred in.

2. Tt 48 believea thet in volunteering for and leading the hazardous
expeditions by these two samll parties Captain Ivey is also deserving op
eitation and sward of ap ropriate decoratien.

DECLASSIFIED _"\!
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ANTIATRCRAFT DEFINSES OF MAM
Fort Mills, P.I.
april 1, 1942, :

subject: Latter of Appreciation.

To: The Commanding 07ficers UeSeSe Ouhue

1. It was with great pleasure indecd that the congratuletory messase p:
from the Cahu was received. The girt carton of oigarettes from K. C. Ting,
Matt. 1¢ has been equally aistributed to the vi qan erews d .
lstions from e C. Ting, Mett, del is
1ok and distributed with the cigarettes

2, The originel messaze of gongratu

‘being reproduced both in Chinese and Eugl!

rewith to M. C. Ting, Hatte lca -

3, It is indeed a pleasure tO forward he:
Teply to his spontaneous note and gift of approvale %

To Mo OHASE,
Colonol, 60th Cu Aey (A4)s
Commndinge

1-Inel:
#l-Letter to K. C. Ting, Mett. 1.
with 1/incl~Chinese transletion.
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Yangtze Patrol

U.S.S. Oshu

March 1, 1942,

From: The Cormanding Officer.
To: Corriinding Officer, Anti-Aire
Fort Mills.

t Units,

Enclosure:  (A) Letter from X. C. TING, Mett. le, U.S. Navy
with enslish translation,
(B) One carton of cigarettes.

p Inclosure (&) is forwarded ut the spontancous request of
one of my men, a Chinese, when he the brillient victory of one (or
more) of your batteries in shooting down tvo eneny planes vesterday.

e A1 of ue were wild vith joy as the picces of our hoted
enemy's plane came tristing and hurtling toward us, Iowever, no one
was happier than this old Chinese who hes seen his peaceful country
tormented for over four years by the Jupunose "topside sampans", which
never seemed to fall out of the skies. Tinally he saw it huppen!

. Congratulations to the victorious crew from the OANU. You
shoot 'em down. We'll bring you back the pieces for souveniers.

Signed: D. E. SMITH
Copy to: D. E, SHMITH.
Cormander Inshore Potrols

ZEnnlish translation of Enclosure (A), Letter from K.C, TIIG, Mutt.lc.US

Dear Comrades,

Now is the time that we cre all declaring war cgainst the Japanese,
especiclly ‘yo sterday afternoon when I saw with my naked eyc that we
shot dovn two encmy plenes vhen they come to borb us. You know comrades,
hat is'the thrilling act that we oll vish to seel cll time heartedly.

And ot the sane tine every one of us wants to celebrate for our
comredos' fine act. Nov I am sending you & curton of cigarettes us o
gift to show you my hearty congratulations.

Your respected comrad,
SIGED: K. C. TING.

K. Cv TING
-

S



1 LADQUARTERS
ANTTIATRCR HT J.LJFAAH““ OF IMANILA BAY
P

April 1, 1942.

Subject: Letter of Appreciation,

To3% The Commanding Officer, U,S Oahi

Ly It was with great Pleasure indeed that the congratulatory
P +the Oghu was » ived.'he gift carhon of cigarettes
Trom K.C,Ting, latt,lc has boen equally distributed to the victorious

BUIl Crews concerneds

The original oi—Tongratutations from¥sosEingyHatts
1lecl 1s being reproduced both in Chinese and Lnglish and distributed

with the clf’areﬂes.

e It is indeed a pleasure to forward herewith o K.C.Ting,
Uattele—a reply to his spontaneous note and gift of approval

T .M, CHASE

olonel; iy T
Commanding,

1-Incl:

#l-Letter to K.C.Ting, Natt.lc
with 1/incl-Chinese hranslation

T TRUE COPY?
E.L.BARR

LT, Col, Both CA(RR)
Executive Officer

e,
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET
Yangtze Patrol

U.S.5. Oahu

Th 2
From: The Commanding Officer Ak oI
‘Boi Commanding Officer, AntiAircrart Units,
Fort 11411
Enel ULl {A) Lett £ PING— Lat Y-
) NG Hatts—to;UrSeHary

s s & ® 32
with english translation,
{B)—0ne cartorofcigarettes,

I, Inclosure (A] 1§ Torwarded at the spontaneous request of
one of my men, a Chinese, when he saw the brilliant victory of one (or
more) of your batteries in shooting down two enemy planes yesterday.,

2, All of us were whld with joy as the pieccs of our Hated GHEHWy'S
plane came twisbing and hurtling Loward u no one

was happier than this old Chinese who has seen his peaceful country
5 Hed SRR s epgia " whi

¥ P

never seemed to fall out of the skies. Finally he saw it happen]
5. Congratulations to the victorious crew from the OAHU, You

SPOOT Tem down, We'll bring you back the pieces for souvenirg,

Signed: D.E.SIITH
Copy fo: . DT SITTH
Commander Inshore Patrol.

Lnglish translation of knclosure (A), Letter from k.C.TING, Matt,lc,USH

TdeS;

Tow 15 The Time UNat we are all deClATING war apgalnst the Japanese,
especially yesterday afteenoon when I saw with my naked eye that we
shot down two enemy planes,when they Tome to bomb us. You know comrades,
that is the thrilling act Lﬁat we all wish to see all time heartedly.

ndat th me time every one of us wanks to celebrate for our
comrades' fine act. Now I am sending you a carton of cigarettes as a
eif show-you—my—hear roratulati

Your respected comrad,

SIGNED:  K.C. TIIG,
K.C. TING

A TRUE COPY:
By IBARR;
Lte Col, 60th.CA(AA)

Executive tffivers

=T TUSECLASSIFIED ) q
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BATTERY D
SIXTIETH COAST ARTILLERY

Fort Mills, P.I.
April 3, 1942.

To: The commending Officer, Sailers, and Cooks of the T.S.S. Mindanao.

Tour note of the Pirst was greatly appreciated by myself and the Sattery.
I am sorry I have not had the pleesure of meeting you, elthough T have enjoyed
the company of Lieutenents Nach, Goodwin, and Lightfoot for & few hours before
the Japs blasted our quarters. '

The Battery feels & close bond with the Mindenao and still remembers how
you kept popping at the Japs on December 29, 1941, when we were put out of
action.

Although several other batteries were firing and all olaim the hit
on that blested bomber, we feel that

you are competent to judge who really
brought her down.

The ples were greatly apprecieted by all men of the battery, and we
should like to complement your cooks on their good work. I know it was a
secrifice on the of your men to part with such o generous amount, and
that makes the gift more worthy.

you blast more boats in Manila Bay, end may you see more Rising
Sun's set in the North Channe

1.

Sincerely Yours,

BENSON GUYTON,
Capt., 60th CA (AA)
Commending, Btry. "D".

Authori
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FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER
SOUTH CHINA PATROL
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L POSITION SKETCH
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SECOND BATTALION 60™CA

NORTH
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