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: FROM
i THE HISTORY OF THE VISAYAN-MINDANAO
FORCES T T ——

PART 1
INTRODUCTION y

¥Instructor Svsten"

American officers, American non-commissioned officers, and
Philippine Scout nom-commissioned officers, vere desicnated as "In-
structors" of the Philippine Army durint the mobilization and train-
ing period, (Sept. 1-Nov 30), Emphasis was put on the fact that
e on officers and NCO's, although responsible for the mobilization
und training, were instructors only- that they were not in lcommand"
Shat the wbmest tact mist be employed so as not to hurt the fine
e ibilities of the Filipinos, that it must be remembered that the
dotail was temporery in nature, that the "instructors" would be
Selioved mot later than the last of November, and that the P.A.
Sould then carry on without benefit of the "instructors",

(1) Longuage Difficultios= Not only between the Anerican in-
structors and the Filipinos, but also in meny cases betveen the
Filipinos. In some camps mone of the Filipino Officers could speak
the language of their men, Tagalog Officers from Luzon commending
Visayan out-fits, etc., created a very real problem, and one for
which no adequate solution was ever found, Transfers within the Force
were made, but a larege proportion of the officers were from Luzon
und did not spesk the various dialects of the Visayans, (This of
course brings up b ity in the Philippines, inherent a-
mong peoples living on islands, a hundred different dialects, dif-
forent customs, and often an i7herited ennity towards neighboring
tribes. The discussion of the effect of this dis-unity upon the
Philippine Army is beyond the soope of this work; but in order to
understand the lack of respect yhich the Filipino Officer was able
to command from his men, with the consequent failure of the Filipinos
as officers, this disunity chould not be underestimated.)

Offigce: NCQ's Many of the officers and
ned officers were totally unqualified for their jobs.
oy First Sgts, and Compeny Olerks oo soi1d netther resd

6. These officers and non-comnissioncd officers vere as=
gar ypite. T0ef® TR i faction by the mopdlisgidcs order dnaned
s ¥ na?ne I!:rmy Headquarters, and the American "Instructors!
SR 4o remedy the situation) As "Instructors' they
coﬁg dci::zsi:gduca nor get rid of the unfit.
co ne

2)
non-commissio
There were ma

;ﬂs.k_gf__iiﬁmin_ﬂﬂ Poyer- Until var was actually declar-
i o no gourts—msrtials and even then tl:le Tilipinos could
e thirg ;’gy pefore courts composed entirely of Filipinos, Con=
\?ic:!i‘a: to say the lcast, was improbable.

)

- ouate Equipment~ There vwas a deplorable lack of
(4) Lack ofodeq aﬁ-,ﬂzsﬂ,"’ e Philippine Arny simply did not

;;“G":;zlsi‘g}ljias to issue, and before Q_:hi American channels of

ave
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supply could be opened the war had started and communication with
Manila interrupted, Those supolies available locally, such as cloan-
ing materials, toilot paper, target matcrials, lumber, nails, ote,
vere purchased and charged to USAFFE funds, This was necessary in
order to function at all, But such purchascs were, of course, un-
authorized, and normal red-tape began to take its toll of tho time
and energy of the "Instructors' responsible

(On February 13, 1942, the £ollowing message was received, quote,
"FOLLOVING INSTRUCTIONS BEING SENT TO MAJR BYRD COMMA ARMY TRANSPORTS
SERVICE CEEU ISLAND COLON ARWED GUARDS FURNISHED BY SHARP SHOULD EE
RETAINED ON ALL BOATS OPERATED BY YOU STOP MOVEMENTS THE E BOATS SHOULD
BE COCRDINATED THROUGH SHARP FOR TACTICAL REASONS AND FOR SAFETY GF BOAT
IN ARRIVING AT DCCKS AS SOME PIERS HAVE BEEN PREPARED FOR DEWOLITION
STOP INTERESTS IN ALL BOATS F RERLY OPERATED BY SHARP IN LIST FURNISHED
YOU WILL BE RETAINED BY CHARTER UNDER YOUR CONTROL STOP REQUESTS BY
CIVILIAN /GENCIES FOR LEGITIMATE AND NECESSRY VATER TRANSPORT SHOULD BE
U4DE TO YOU END MACARTHUR" Unquote,

PART IT
THE BATTLE COF MINDANAO

APS: C & G Survey
1941 Mindanao, P,I, 1/6000000

The battle for Mindanao although commencing in force with the in-
vasion of Cotabato and Parang on 4pril 29, 1942; actually begen mith the
atitack and capturo of Davao City, December 20, 1941. Dipos and Zambo-
anga werc attscked March 1, 1942, Henco from the very start of military
operations in the Philippincs there was continuous fighting in Mindanao;
pamoly at Zamboanga, Digos, and in the Moncayo hrea of Davao Provinee.
(East of Davao City, this front opened by troops undor the comnand of
Colonel Ben Hur Chastaine in February 1942,)

On April 27th airplanc recomnaissance over south Cebu and Duma-
gucto, Negros revealed that six cnemy transports vere stoaming in o
southeasterly direction. On April 28th roports fron Colonel &, Hlson
at Zamboanga, indicated that six transports and two destroyers were man=-
ewering in the Basilan Straits. Hadio roguost was medo 4o have medio:
bombers fly from dustralia to bomb this convoy, but this was refused by
higher authority, 4irplane reconnaissance over the Noro Gulf on the
aftornoon of ipril 28th vas made but no ships vore sighted. However, as
it was cxpected thet this convoy was intended for oithor Cotabato, Parang
Or Ualabang, both the Lanao and the Cotabato-Davao Sectors hog been a-
lorted and warned to check their military demolitions cte, The Cotabato
Davas Forco which had the 4licn Concentration Camp at Fort Pickit we g
ified that if necessity demanded, the prisoners would be rolensed and
turned towards the Koronndal Valley region, that under no circumstances
would they be taken towards the Bukidnon-Lanso repion.

On dgrdl 29th, Comunications Fron Colonel Dugue, comnend ine the
Parang Force, indicated that that five transports wpere landing in Papap
Harbor and thet furious fighting was in progress. Later in fy day Gene
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ernl Vachon roportod tho loss of Cotabato City ard tho rotiremont of Col-

onel Nelson's troops to Km. 17. Communication with both sectors was

excollont, Roports from Colonsl Duguo and Genoral Fort verc froquently

rocolved giving the situation in dotail. On tho evening of April 29,

a P=35 flew over Parang Harbor, dropping two one hundred pound bombs-

no report ns to whethor or not the enemy ships werc hit,

Reports on 4pril 30th indicated that the Japancse wero moving up
the Cotabato River in steel borges, (estimated o be a forco of 300
men), covered by air support, and vere simultancously advancing along
the Cotabato-Pickit highway, Contrary to instructions issucd prior o
the cngagemont, the alien prisoncrs vere moved North from Pickit to Mar-
idagao, Colonel Thompson, Forco Chief of Staff, rnd Captain Bucher,
hsst, C of S, G-3, werc ordercd to the Cotabato-Davno Scctor to confer
with General Vachon and report on the situation in that Scctor,

iction ogainst Colonol Duque in the arca cast of Parang had pract-
ically consed, He was holding about five Kilometers from tho harbor,
The Japanese hovever had extended to Malnbang and had gained contact
with the Sixty First Infantry, From the reports (meager) of this day,
4pril 30th, it appeared that the main effert of the Japancec was direotod
tovards Carmen Ferry in the Cotabato-Davao Scctor.

On lny 1st roports indicated that the main Javencse cffort vas not
tonards Cermen Forry but along the Malabang-Ganassi rosd towards Dan-
salan, This attack supported by tanks, artillery, snd airplancs suc-
cecded in reaching the south end of Lake Dapao, thereby ponctrating
the strongest positions of the Malabang Ganassi dofensos.

In tho meantims, the only reports received from the Cotabato-Davao
sector wore to the effect that Colonel Thompson and Captain Bucher had
left by horse %o o cross country in an effort to contact Coloncl Nel-
son on the Cotabato Front, with whom communication had been lost, Re-
ports also recoived of Japancse troops at Duluwan and at Paidu-Pulangi
Ferry,

Two P-40's wore used to supnort and attack by tho Elst Infantry on
the Moncayo Front, (It was hoped that this atback would put sufficiont
pressurc on the Japancse as to roquire them to reinforce this front
with troops from the Difos Front), The airplancs roturncd stating that
targots could not bo found and reporting only nogative informstion.
Later roparts indicated that tho attack fatled due to onomy artillery
and a Japanose "Float" planc: that stroffed and bombed tho troops,

Since contact had boon lost vith Colonel Thomvsorr, eud no infar-
nation was boing reccived from the Cotabato-Davao Force, Licut. Colom
Humbor, the Forco G-2, was sont south to nscortain the situstion on thrt
Front,

Report was received from Col, Hunber that on tho morning of Mav
2nd tho Jnpanes wero at Paidu-Palangui, that trooss voro boing withdrawn
from the Digos Front, That Coloncl Nelson was fighbine in tho vieinity of
Midsayap, no mews of Coloncl Thompson, =
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Sencral Fort reported at noontimc that Dansalan had boen hoavily

bombed and that heavy fighting was going on eround Ganassi. That .fter-
noon irmy and Navy persomnzl schoduled to leave for tustralia on the

PBY (vhich could not take off with its full load duc to a demaged hull)
arrived at tho Cp at Del Honto and roportod heavy fighting in the vicinity
of the Lake, Communications with Gonersl Fort wers broken but reports from
straglors indicated that all troops in tho Lanao Scctor had been committed
in an offort to stop the Japancse but to no avail ~ ponctration had been
made and our troops wero withdrawing in disorder.

n aftornoon airplans reconnaissanco roported that the enemy convoy
was entering Mecajalar Bay. Radio orders vere sont to the hgusan sector
%0 have the Third Philippine P merch on Meluko via Clavaria, under the

command of Lieut. Colonsl Roy Grogory.

One P-40 and onc P-35 bombed the enemy comvoy as it entered Macajalar
Bay--rcsults nogativo; hoavy overcast prevented further attempts to
bomb and orders were issued for air sctivity at daybreak.

From 12:30 4m o 1:30 4M May 2nd, the demolition plan for his front
was offocted, Principal demolitions were: stoel girder bridge over the
Cagayan River, the Cagayan Dock, the Dol Monte shops at Bugo, and road
craters on the Sayre Highway loading onto the Bulidnon platoay. &t
about 1:45 &m five transports were obscrved off shore between Bugo and
Tagloan, the sixth transport was off Cogayan Point. Shortly thereafter
the transports off Bugo vwore observed lowering small bosts proparatory to
making a landing, Sparodic firing from tho omplaced .50 and .30 caliber
machine guns on the boach commenced. Successful landings verc made
Bugo and Tagloan Point, About an hour or so later roports wore rocoived
that after intensive sholling from the cnemy destroyers, the lonc trens-
port off Cagayan Point likewiso offected a successful landing but that
the Japanese at this point wers boing containod within a limited arca,
Lt dawn counterattack by tho 103rd Infantry Regimont was nlanned.

Orders vere issucd for tho immodiate movement of two battalions of
the 93rd Infantry Regiment from Santa Fo and Libona, The 62nd Infantry
was ordered to move at once by daylicht motor infiltration from Lake
Pinamaloy to Alac. Tho detachnent of Force Reserve Artillery was ordered
0 be in position covering tho Seyrc Highuay demolition on the forward
6dge of tho Bukidnon Plateny. Tho 102nd Division with vhom constant commu-
nication was maintained wero notified of ell those movements of the
Force Rescrve, By 8130 .M, the Japancso, in addition to gaining control
of the bosch rosd betvoen Bugo and the Tegloan River, hed taken the Sayre
Highwsy up to the cdge of tho Platoey vhoro the road crater, covered
the 2,95 guns stopped this advance, In fact, roports wore leter reccived
imicatine that the 6lst Fiold srtillery Roginent had voluntarily given up
their beach rosd from Bugo to Cagayan whero it oxposcd the right of the 103
4 Infantry Regiment, thoreby ceusing their rotiroment from Cagayan vhon
Japancso units, later in the day, camo up the beach road.

The davm athack by owr airplace vas made according to scheduls, but
without noticatle rosults, This plans then flew to Maramag for ongine
overhhul and was not thereafter engaged, (The last of the 4ir Force in
the Philippines).
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During midmerning, hostile aircraft bogan searching out the 2.95
gun battory vhich was cngaged in helting tho Japancse attack astride the
Sayrc Highway, Tho Forco Scout Car (locelly improvised) shot down two
Japanese planes. At noontime a detachment from tho 93rd Infantry Horiment
consisting of machine guns and riflomen was sent to the road crater
position in order to provide local sscurity for the artillery,

Events soomed to b moving satisfactorily. The 93rd Infantry wes
comploting its daylight movoment from Libona and Santa Fo to ilae Junction
without mishap, The 62nd Infentry had started its movemont from Lake
Pinamaloy to Del Montc, Tho fromt lincs appeared to be holding, it

orce Headquartors plans vere being made for a countorattack to rogain
the plateay nose in front of the road crater on the Sayre Highway.

About 4:00 PM, the 102nd Division reported; that their right flank
was disintegrating; that an enomy cavalry force estimated as about five
hundrod strong had turnod their flank and was galking accoss to the top
of the plateay; that tho situation was so critical that the movement
of the 102nd Division command post to a position in rear of ilac Junct-
ion mas in progross.

The Foree Comnend Post displaced to a prepared position about
one half kilometer South of Delirig, The Force Commander then went for=-
ward to contact the commander of the 102nd Division.

The 102nd Division had completed the movement of its Comnand Post
to tho town of Tankulan, When the Forco Commander arrived at Tankulan
he found tho Commender of the 102nd Division in conference with the
C/0. 8lst Fiold irtillery Regiment, and the C.0. 6lst Ficld artillery.
After 1istening to tho accounts of these commanders it was decided to
abondon the ifoa of a countor-attack and retire to a partially pre-
pared position alony tho south side of the Dalirig Canyon.

The 8let and the 6lst Ficld irtillery Regiments wors to bo as-
sembled and moved by a night withdraval to Dalirig and Sanksnan ro-
spoctivoly, The 103rd Infantry Ropiment was to contimuc on its preve
iously assigned mission of covoring the Cngayan Valloy, The 93rd Infan-
try Koginent, with the Force Artillory Gun Dotachmont attached; was assipned
the mission of coverint the withdrawal of the 6lst snd &lst irtillery
Rogiments, Upon complotion of the withdrawnl the 93rd Infantry
was to move to Cancanon-Pontien, the Lrtillery Detachment to Dae )
lirig, The é2nd Infantry Regiment in its motor movemont north from
Lake Pinameloy was to bo moved into position at Dalirig, By midmorn-
ing May 3, all movements had been successfully complotod,

Orders were issusd assigning tho Delirig sector to the 102nd Di-
vision- (for this dofense; the 62nd Infantry Rogiment, the 8lst Field
értillory Rogimont= strongth at this tine about 225 men, companics C and
E /3 Infantry Reginent (PS) and the Force Artillery Detachment,)

The Sumilao-Pontian Sector, defended by the 93rd Infantry Reginent
ard the 6lst Field artillery Kogiment, vas put under the command of
Colonel Dalton, the former Force Kosorve commander,

pEw
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The remainder of May 3rd was spont in organizing the positions for
defonse- (Dalirig Soctor; 62nd Infantry on the loft with tho irtillory
Detachnent in goneral support, tho two Scout Companics in roscrve, posi-
tion in the town of Dalirig, tho 8lst Ficld irtillery in Division
Reserve in draw on half a kilometer south of Dalirig, The Sumilao-Pontian
Sector; élst Ficld Artillery Regimcnt, strength at this time
about 650 men,. to the right of Pontian in physical contact with the
62nc Infantry on its right; the 93rd Infantry Regiment on the Loft,)

Ordors were issucd for the Line of Commnications Battalion to
send patrols by way of Alanib and Basak to contact the 103rd Infantry
Rogiment, Patrols were also sont to Clavoria to comtact and guido the
Third Philippine Constabulary Rogiment.

On tho Cotabato Front, tho Digos Force had bocn succossfully with-
drawn to Carmon Forry and union made with tho Cotabato Force. Dofonses
Were boing prepared north of Carmen Ferry. No news was recoived from tho
Lanao Force,

Mey the 4th and 5th, on the Dalirig-Sumilao Front, was spent in
strengthening and improving the positions. Enomy activity was confined
Principally to air reconnaissance, slight bombing and straffing,

Eneny cavalry patrols were active in the Dol Monte irea. On the
Cotabato-Daveo I'ront the Japansse gained control of the Carmen Forry Lrea.
There was sbill no nows from the Lango Scctor, L force of two hundred
men from tho Adr Base group was sent to propare a defensive position in
the vn):inity of Basak %to defond the pass leading into the Cagayan
Velley),

On tho morning of May 6th the enemy drove in the outpost at
Tankulan and entered the town in force. Late in the »fternoon (about)
4330 PM) cnomy Artillery registered on the Dalirig position, Tho
chony air force was active throughout the day, The Sumilao-Pontian
Scotor was ordered to concentrate the entirc 6lst Ficld irtillory Rogiment
on the left of the 62nd Infrntry- with physionl contact at the boundary
on the west slope of tho Dalirig hill mass, In ambicipation of an cnemy
gttenpt to ponctrato the position in the vicinity of the boundary between
Scctors it was circetod that the 93rd Infantry Rogiment be moved ocast
of Pontien, so that if nocossity demanded it would be available to act
fs & regerve at th threatenod point.

On May 7th thoro vas internittent onomy sholling of the Dalirig
position from dasm until dusk,

On May 8th tho enony nrtillery fira incronsed in intensity, merial
$troffing ond bombing, pertioularily alone tho Sayre Hichway, also incroased
In intensity, Small orms fire, perticularily on tho loft front of the
Jalirig position, commenced in the afternoon and it bacame apparant that
omy infontry units wore attompting to infiltrate through that porton

3 the position, Thet night the Force comnand post was moved sowth

3o Inpasugon,

Confirmed roports of tho disintogration of the 103ra Infantry
°gitont in tho Oagayan Valley wore rocoived~ (only ninoty mon of this
eginent cams out of the valley through tho Basak Pass) Tho 101st Division

e w
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7as ordered to sond two companics with a platoon of machine swns o
the vieinity of ilac-Basak in order o provent a break through into
$he central plateau, This order was rovoked shortly thercaftor upon
the arrivel of the Force Chicf of Staff from the Cotabato-Davao Front
with tho nows that the 10lst Division was in such n sorious condibion
that not even two companios could be spared from that front.,

Shortly aftor midnight May 8th-9th roports roceived from Dalirig

indicatod that onony infiltration tactics on the loft of tho Dalirig
11 mass were proving successful and that tho Japancse were gaining
control of the hill, This engagement contimued throughout the morning
of May 9th accompenied by artillery bombardment of Dalirig and Maluko,
Bremy air force contimied to be active over the entire area, The
continued and increasing pressure of the enemy demoralized the defending
troops, and it became apparant that the position could not be held,
Decision was made to withdraw and reforn on a position along the Canyon
one half kilometer south of Maluko, On the.evening of May 9th about
150 mon vere salvaged from the Dalirig Force and put into the Maluko
Pposition,

Plans were made and ordors issued for the withdrawal of the Sumilao-
Pontial Force to the canyon position north of the town of Sumilao; and
for the motor movement of one battalion of the 93rd Infentry to tho
Maluko Position.

On the evening of May 9th decision wns mrde to suspend fighting
on all fronts in Mindanao at daybreak May 10th, This was done without
ovent, On the aftornoon of May 10th Lioutonant Colonel Haba, Imperial
Japanese hrmy, with staff officers from Lioutonant General Homma,
“ccompanisd by Colonsl Josse T, Traywick of General Waimwright's Stars,
°rrived at Impasugong with ordors and instructions for the uncor’itional
urrender of the Visayan-Mindanao Forco,

LPFENDIX
EXTRLCTS FROM
THE
REGIMENT.L HISTCRY
62nd_Infantry

The reginont stayed at Alao up to May 1, 1942, whon enother order
‘ont tho rogiment by tus to Leko Plnanaloy, 'is tho Japancse had 1aueed
© Bugo =t about 2100 Al of the 3rd, ths regiment moved again gu troad
avLight by tus fron Lake Pinamaloy to Tankulan - busses moving af -
five mimibo intorval, Thare wes sufficient transportation for gye
battalions movod to Daliriz, The 3rd Battalion arrived ab sbost 6100 PU
and the 2nd Battalion at about 9100 B,

Infantry
o, No further orders vers recedvod until 9130 AN,

loginental Commander was ordered to report %o the Go
o A reported to the Commanding General

A% that tine the
mnanding Gonornl gt
" roceived orders to bake
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sufficiont riflomen to the vicinity of KP 19 in orcer to protect both
flenks of the 2,95 Fiold irtillory Gun Dotachment commanded by Major
Philipps and also to take onc scction of 50 Cal MG and put thom in
Position so as to cover the demolition on tho Sayre Highway.

Two rifle platoons of Co "B and on scction of air cooled Gal ,50
G verc assombled at Case Manana. The Regimental Commander accompsnicd
by Gapt, C. R, Finigan end Lt. Keith Williams procooded to Km 19, Upon
our arrival in the vicinity of Kn 19 one platoon of riflemen were put
on position on the right flank and one platoon on the loft flank of the
Fiold hrtillery Detechmont, The scotion of air cooled .50 Cal M were
put in a dofilcd position about 400 yards northeast of the demolition
on the Sayre Highway. From this position the.50 Cal MG could fire on
enemy position on a hill in rear of the demolition. Both of these units
romained in positicn until 7:30 PM vhen the Ficld Artillery Dotachment
withdrew. During tho afternoon the .50 Cal MG section fired on a group
of about 10 bicyclists and also on an enomy airplano. Reports have been
roccivod that the plane was shot down but this fact was nover verified
although several people saw the planc disappear.

it 5:30 Pl orders were recoived to withdraw to Sumilao and to
organize a defensive position on the Kulaman River, The message also
stated that the 93rd Infantry might be put on its ovn, It was not
difficult to road tho handwriting on the wall, Orders werc issued to
withiraw the regiment and o' occupy tho Kulaman River position., The regiment
was to withdraw in tho following ordor, 2nd Bn, Hg Bn, lst Bn and tho
3rd Bn, At 6300 BM the onemy laid down a rolling mortar and licht
artillory barrage on tho right secter of the 1st Bn, vhich lasted until
330 PM,

4t 7:00 B, the 2nd Bn passed through Puntian enroute to Sumilao
and was folloved immediatoly by tho Ho Bn, The 1st Bn passed Puntian
at 10:30 PM, The 3rd Bn arrived in Puntian at 1:00 MM, I arrived in
Sunilao at 3:00 &M on May 10th and was informed of the proposed surrender,
I ordered all Bns into Sumilao to bivouac. The last clement arrived in
Sumilao at 6:00 LM,

103rq_Infantry

4t about 7:00 P I contacted tho 102nd Division by phone and loarned
that the 8lst and 6lst were holcing their 2nd defense position. The 103rd
had no further contact with the forces on our right,

2495 Nounbain Gun Batbory

From 4130 &l until 7300 &ll on May 3 ve dug fox holos, During this
bins Pk soldiers from the beach regiments stragelod up the road in gronps
of from throo to oight with frightonod and incohoront storics of tho hap-
penings on tho beach, At about 6:00 &M I vas mot by Capt. Speck, Communi-
ation Officer, vho, amxious to gob a crack st th oneny, used tho prosect
of putting in a phons in order to Join me as obscrver, At about 7530 ail
pith foxholes still half done due to vory rocky soil, vo wore raked by
fapanose machine gun fire, Being in the opon our position wes wntensile

“8n
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nd T orderod and suporvised a withdrawel t0 a position about 700 yards

> tho roar, previously solected. This withdravel,was most effectuslly
wvered by tho Forco armorcd car under Major Weil, and good use was mide

? the trianglo dollies dosigned by Capt. Murphy, We lost three rounds

£ shell in this move. Having become careless at a new CP sclected in the
icinity of the old gun position, Capt. Speck and I vere again pimned to

he ground by machine gun fire, I crawled back to the gun position, and

y tapping onto the Bugo-Dalirig line we werc able to communicate. Tith
apt. Speck as obscrver, end firing shrapnel percussion, ve soen were able

o start & grass Tire and burn the machine gumner out, Thereafter we
ogisterod both guns in. In tho afternoom, with a Ph officer as observer,

o firod on and dostroyed or disbursed two or three large working perties

nd inoffoctively fired on the cruiser and trensports in Macajaler Bay.
uring the aftornoon a part of the Combat Co, 93rd Inf. was sent up as

ocal protoction, At about 5:00 P Lt Col Humber, Force G-2, varncd me that
he 102nd Division commander reperted a serious ‘break-through on our right
Jank and said that tho 102nd Division was falling back to its 3rd line of
ofonse, I immediately decided to move %o a position along the road about
00 yards in rear of this 3rd line to support the infantry and act as
nti-tank protoction, although thero were neithor cnomy nor fricndly troops
n sight, This was dono, and Capt Cosper volunteered to observe from the
riginal CP in order to Toglstor on the mein demolition for intermittont
mobsorved £iro at might, At dusk ho was brought under hoavyeross fire

y onomy machino puns and was forcod to loave his position at this OF far

% advanco of the infantry linc, The gun position was brought under heavy
jortar fire and small arms firc at dusk., This ceased at nightfall. &4t abowt
7115 Fil Capt Cosper volunteered to again proceed ebout 1 Km in front of

sz infantry Lines o tow in a much neoded car, He did this and roturned
vith the Toport that the so called 3rd line vas devold of amy of owr own
troops. Unable to phono CPY which wee in flames, ani being in commnicatiom
suly with the motor pool I determined to move to tho klno position. .t

\lae junction I met Capt, Pritts and ordered him to omplac tho lst platoon
in & proviously selected position mear Km 76, Lt. Col, Johnston, Force G-y,
#ho was also at Alao, was informed of the situation, I emplrced tho 2nd
olatoon along the Alao-Damilag rond and vent to bed, During tho night
Sonoral Sherp awakenod me and stated that Fritts hed beon sent on back to
dalirig with the lst platoon ~ml thnt I would support the 93rd Inf, while
it coverod the withdrawal of tho romnants of the 102nd Division to Dalirig,

Phe remainder of the night was quict. The 93rd Inf, withdrew from the

\loe position in porfect order at 6100 all, liay 4, No cnemy wes in sight,

I ottharen and procecded by Toad o Tankulan where, despite tho urgings of
o Engineer Officor to got across tho Mengina Canyen bridge so that he

sould blow it, I loaded rice, coffee, pineapple juice, sugar, clothing

nd shoos a8 woll as about 50 mew tires on my trucks and then procceded

Yo Dalirig whero the 1st platoon vas in position, This plaboon hed marched
two successive nights all night, fought one day and one night, and dug
3"scte of fox holes during thot day (May 3). Tho remedmder of the morni

7o spent in omplacing the 2nd platoon, srranging for food, and issui &
the much needed clothing as well ss plonty of pineapple julce to g}

tho moralo was ab this time superior= the detechment had net tho enony.
453 bo wvlor £irc, and had been sl bo give moro then the onoxy gx:;
then. " Thero had besn only one wound to date, caused by machina fum Ticoohet
uring the afhernoon of sy 4 ve registerod and dug in. Our position wae
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Mt 40 yards in roar of tho infantry foxholes on a slight roverse slope
h excellont defilade. There vas nothing to do now until the onomy appeared.

The 5th of May was quict until about 5:30 Al when trcops wore scen coming
M the road on the opposite side of tho canyon. I wes sent o the bottom of
? canyon with a patrol from my detachment, the men proved to be soms of the
76 F. 4, still coming back, May 6th was quiet until sunset when enemy
Hllory registered on tho hill mass to cur loft flank, Enomy artillery was
Ave at the samo time on May 7 and all day on May & vhen they fired on
rthing that moved, They were well out of range of my guns which at that
1e had about a two mile sector to cover. We got in our first rounds on
! 8 against 3 cnemy tanks and a working party at a demolition across the
on; one of the tanks was 8lightly damaged, and no further work was attempted
jard ropaifing the road crater., Capt, Speck was again my observer on the
7, ond 8th, Capt Fritts having been taken sick, Tho OF vas an Infantry
Mt line foxhole, Although several rounds landed in the battery area, and
‘ew pieces of fragments, still hot, flew into the foxholes, no one was hit.

! morale was high amd the men joking,

COMMENTS
‘oward: These comments arc furnished to amplify tho accounts submitted
the verious organizations with such pertinent facts as known by the Force
idquarters in order to present a more complete picture of events as they
nally transpired.

History of tho Cotabato-D, Force

2. The account submitted deals only with the events from the periocd
41 29-May 10, This was in accordance with ¢ ¢ orders issucd.

b, From personal observation by members of the Force Staff aftor the
render, the road demclitions on the Seyre Highway to the Digos Front were
remely  well excouted by this Sector, 411 Bridgos (including their piers

abutments) were completely dostroyed, In addition, many offective road
Iters were accomplished. 4lthourh the surrender took place on May 10,
is Toad was not roady for vehicular traffic until tho ond of July,

¢, The impression given by tho Scetor Commander in his goneral remarks
to the offeot that ab tho timo of the surrender, his command was well united
| with a high morale, ready and capable for contimucd resistance, On tha
ght of May 8th it was learnod that the 103rd Infantry Regiment, which had
in piven the important mission of covering the Gagayan River Valley apprdach
30 Malaybelay, had complotely disintegrateds, It bocamc imperative therefore
get troops to cover this vital approach imto the rear of not only the 102nd
7ision by the 101lst Division as well, particularly as it was learned that; a
bansse force of several hundred wers making a rapid advance up this vallay,
it was felt that the Cotabato-Davao Force was the loast hard-pressed of all
§ units, orders were issued for the immediate assignment of two rifle
npanies and one machine gun platoon from this Force to the vicinity of
dmib-Busak, To insuro the axpediting of this movement the Force G2 departe
F General Vachon's Hoadquarters in order to personally load the comvanics
their positicns, This ordor was roscinded whon the Force Chicf of Stape
purning fron Gonoral's Veohon's headquarters the samo nicht, stated thog
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the dosortion rate in the 10lst Division was nssuming slarming proportions ™
and that they wore unable to furnish any mon, Furthor, that it was sctuslly
doubtful as to their ability to hold a position astride the Sayrc Highuay
for any groat length of time. This serious condition was further verified
;Yy conversation of the Force G-2 with the Commander ‘of the Cotabato-Davao

orce,

B, 102nd Division
a, Nono (See "Remarks" under the Third Philippine Constabulary Regt)
C. Blst Division

a. This Force was complétoly disorganized by the Japanese abback
from the direction of Malabang.

b, The highly touted Moro Bolo Battalions proved to be a complete
fizzle,

In fact they vere a decided detriment to the welfare of the rem-
nants of this Force for thoy commonced systematic looting and plundering,
not of the Japanese forces, but of the fow romaining Americans. If no
surrender had been ordered, it is oxtremoly doubtful if there would have
been any survivers of this force,

D, Agusan Sector

a, hn excellent report., This sector efficiently accomplished all
assignments piven it.

b, &t the time of the surrender, this sector wes stricken with
malaria to an alarming degroe. About 30 percent of the 8lst Infantry

Rogiment were in the hospital with this malady, No quinine was available,
In time malaria slone would have defeated this forcoe,

E. Histo he Cobu MP Regimont

a., From all reports roceived at this Hoadquarters, this rogiment
performed in a sterling mannor,

b, st this date no report has been received from Brig, General
Bradford G. Chynoveth, the Sector Commander,

F, History of the iir Corps Troops on Mindanao
a. None

G, 'Gotabato Sub-Sector
a. No comnent

H, Digos Sub-Sector

a, The Digos Front was well fortified, . Mal

aria vas a definito
vhich vas eventually partially solved throvgh th definite aroblen

e clearing of streams, cho,
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@ Ihfantty Bopinent

a. 4n excollent account, This organization had a most interesting and
varied carcer,

J.  10lst InCantry Reziment
a. No comment,

K, M t_of the Third Philippine Constabulary Regimont

a. In accordance with plan, this regiment was ordered to move by
foot to Bukidnon, It mever arrived, The reasons vwhy are sot forth in
this account which brings out many of the universal failings of the
Filipino people.

b, Great dependence had been placed on the arrival of this regiment
in Bukidnon, for aftor the reallocetion of troops on the Dalirig position
there was no Force Reserve which could be used to plug the gaps. It's
non-arrival meant that after the debacle and rout at Dalirig there were
?2 troops available to withstand the onslaught of the enemy at Maluko,

There were zbout 150 officers and men remainine from the 62nd Inf Regt,
the 81st Ficld Artillery Regt., the Force FA Detch,, and companies C and
F of the 43rd Infantry (FS)).

L. 93rd Infantry Reeciment

a. hn excellent report.

M, 103rd Infantry Regiment

a. This roginent effocted its demoliticns in a supericr manner,
Likowiss, under suporior lesdorship, it gave good battle account in the
city of Cagayan, it's rotiremont therofrom beine necessitated by the un-
covering of it's right flank through withdrawsl of tho 6lst Ficld irtillery
Regiment.,

N, t F. Arti Regimont

a. In spite of repeated offorts by this headguarters to have this
rogiment use it's reserve for a counterattack at Bugo (Force Hosdquarters
was informed by 102nd Division Hoadquarters that all men had besn committed
t0 action), onc complete battalion was never engaged.

0. @lst Ficld artillery Rogiment

a, This rogimont voluntarily gave up it's bonch positions (rogi
order), thoroby giving control of the ontiro boach rosd from Buﬁ_ﬁ"iz‘“““l
Cogayan, to the Japanese without a fight, This uncoverod tho rieht of th
103rd Infantry Repimont, causing it's retirement from Cagayan, 9

b, The most important portion of this ropimental se
Highvay= and was never covered, Ve oy

¢. Japenose penctration of the Dalirig position was mado on +
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and right flank of this rogiment,

L]

Zamboanza Scetor
a, 4 vory detailed account.
Q. Ggnera

Tho history of tho Visayan-Mindanao Force onded with its unconditional
surrendor on Moy 10,1942, It would not be complete without a brisf sum.
mary of its bill of health on the evening of May 9, 1942, at which time
deeision to surronder was mado, Lt that timo the situabion was as Follemss
North Mindanao Front: During the day of May 9, 1942 tho Daliriy Front hnd
totally disintograted with the remaining fragments of the €2ma Infantry
Rogt., 8lst Fi, Forco Fii Dotch, Co's C and F of the 43rd In., Rept, (25)
nunbering about 150 officers and enlisted men gatherod on the Maluko
position with their automatic weapons and their supply system brokom, Tho
3rd Philippine Constabulary Regt, had never arrived from hnsken, ummsan
80 there was no Forco Reserve vhich could bo throm in on this position,
|| 4t cno timo during tho day it was thouht (ond plans were boing made) to
|| move ono battalion of tho 93rd Infantry from Sunilao to Maluko, vhen

nightfall came, But an onemy air raid dostroyed and wrecked the Force
motor transportation so that thio movemont was physically impossible,
|| hocordingly it meant that Moy 10th would sce the encmy past Maluko and
|| dom to about Impasugong, thereby cutting off and isolabing the Tomaining
gloments of the 93rd Infantry Rogt, amd tho 6lst Fi Rogt. in the Sunilag:
Pontian aroa. On tho Cotabato-Davao Front, the statoments of tho Chise of
Staff (seo Comments on Cotabato-Davao Forcs) rogarding the conditions thero
clearly indicated that the 10lst Divisicn was likewise in a state of
collapse, To climax the situation, information was roceived at Force
fioadquartors at Inpasugong that tho 103rd Infantry had @issclved and that
absolutely no troops woro aveilable from any front to stop the onemy's
flanking movement via the Cagayan Rivor Valley-Basak-klanib-Nalaybalay,
into the very heert of Bukidnon,

| JOHN L, LEWIS
| Lieut, Col, Inf,
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