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UNITED STATES FORCES IN THE PHII.IT—PINES
JENTH MILITARY DISTRICT -
. 109TH DIVISION

Cotabato Sector
4 October 1943

To ¢ Lt. Col, R, Vs Bowler
Subject $ Organigation or Cotabato Sector

1. The letter on the reverse side was written for delivery
via Genassi route, M that time, Matas agreed to join providing
rank were advanced, He later changed his deeision,

2, His latest demand udal (requix—n) assurance of continued
command and no servite under P

3s Without authority to do so, % assured him of equalit;
of rank with Dilangalen and believe 4i: mm:u-. mt and go
poliey, His fitness or unfitness for c nd is shown by his
appeal to the people for resistance to ardou and by the great
fear of of hig officers to even advise him, 4 large pnrt
of the p:;:il tion know their debt to him, but do not kmow the
importance of his shortcomings, n{ lyoilbindor Fiupl.no can
arouse his people to b-tihzh emotions for reason y
mob demonstrations. think orders must be issued he‘n against
officers making spuah-!-)

4, The attack that Pendatun nk-d for in July giwve
of thn‘pl le a real fear of hl.m!n | bnlhrn lgnp
oth. best .uunnu a lt {e ‘ i ’

¥r would er guarantee it, Major Pendatun
B e ehat Sy ine suitabie men Tor Proviotial Diclepsss

are in the Armys

iy St o MY L0 TPt et g et s
th Militar, stric . e proper place for

i? l.j& Pu{'l Tegiment and first at Upi and later at Koronadals

Capt. Udtog is reperted to have stated t he will file nhn(u

ug-lm Piang for gn—-hp activites, Justice recuires that he

(Piang) turn over his arms to our other units but policy ngh

dictate otherwises

e should clear a road to the coast, either at Parang
uuksn Makar beyond Keronadal, Authority and ammunition for’
that are not at hand but aggressive attacks are not in mind,

ood 18 not so plentiful in many parts of Cotabato as
is unz-n; reported, The Japs are largely responsible,

8¢ In n) uni-nl.ol n'on. use of our meney 1s prevented

Se8 Db & ; er 18 always present to -nh-:r it
P‘“.‘ r“ r-o | m money from eireulation a
. hr‘ peliey omt
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94 Tha Femoraddu iy Lts Bing,
3242 gusnorized dacluad to Lt; Btucy, SR iR b,
304" oniid arrdves VAR poyid Cing® 3 every hen ignan
in wiyit1a. A 1at morandun il Al
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4 October 1943 —
3

Lt. Col. R, V, B
Subaectl Organization of Cotabuto Sector

from thoae Headquarters entitles them to a daily ration

which impies that they are called to active dut which

in turn by another memorandum entitles him t .00 p

month, The implications are absurd and shuuld be

On this suthority Natas has organized and trained a lliliu.a

Force of over 4,000, On the whole they are enthusiastic and
Itaple force to arm when arms are obtainable,

On the other hand, their more important service is to produce

foods MMF authority and requirements are entirely unlkmown,

10s As soon as I can complete organization work
here, I shall {ry to contact Major Page personally. x bt-
1*9»5 his Headquarters are nongﬁnplacadf He ma
help to establish communicating es with his ﬂde lprnd
units.

11. The USFIP money has not yet arrived from Talakag,
It 1s badly needed. The allowances and pay are not suf-
ficxent for families., This is more serious in Bukidnon
than Cotabato because of the extremely high prices there,

12, The newly-established messenger line between MD
Headquarters and here might profitably be tested as a mg-
ply line, for such necessary articles as paper, radio
medicine. Also if available, a few telephone Inatmmenn

would more than repay for the labor of transportations

13. The Japanese have sent into Cotabato several
Companies of Con:hblﬂary to garrison some of their stations.
Their commander at Pikit in an address announced that this
was preparatory to Japanese withdrawal and substitution of
Chinese troops for theirs.

F. D, MCGFE
Lt. Col, USA
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