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UNITED STATES FORCES IN THE PHILIFPINES |
TENTH MILITARY DISTRICT - MF R
HEADQUARTERS 109TH DIV,
COTABATO SECTOR

IN THE F;
20 ocT. 1943

. D. McGee, Lte Cole U. S. A.
- LW 1097H Div.

Subject: REPORT ON 118TH INF.

le The organiutun of the Regiment has been delayed‘
¥atas has refused to join the 118th Inf. regiment on tha
ground that the pelce and safety of the community
endangered by Maj. Pendatun as Regimental cmand‘r nzd aintt
to the armed attack that Pendatun planned against him in Julys
Ba insist that Fertig ha: in erfoet, promised recognition of

s unit as a Regiment in letters exibited and confidentially
1n letters which he would not show me because he said, "That
is a military secret"s  This resolve is strengthened by the
recent letter of Capt. Gumbay Piang who has been authorized
by Cnl. Fnrtlg to organize and command the 119th Inf. Regta
of the USFI. Yatas insist, rightly, that he surpasses Piang
many. tine m men, arms, and regord of accomplishment and
priority of uppﬂ.utlon. His legal advisers point out that
my orders are from the C.0. 109th Div, but that I can show no
order plac, the 1187H Infa Regt. in that division.

2. Matas refused to reliquish command on ground
ineluding than that since Col. Fertig roeognuol as C.0.
ot that unity Cols Fu-tix alone ‘can order his release. It

was upon my advice, accepted without &ue:tiun by you, that
Capt. Orbase was transferred to the th Inf, for the, 1.1
se of commanding that Bn. This change had been advised

tas Bn. He has shown

o ,“(l)f ':: has ndur been :?1;“:: e-p::o
ests o ous groups comma:

efied one lnothnu- wi:hﬁho!r armed forces.

( his officers had joined and served with him as a
result of direet or velled threats that he would prevent their
leaving. There are now at least two of his former officers who
were detaitoﬁ ﬁ: l\lgy‘llﬂa tlru Ru:acm:. Gaj ta; and

e at Vallag, but are afraid to cress river
who wer ovl g a hg- -

-u need checking Ihteh impossible u& in
, , nnitéuhl rifles :rm.l i:plo’.rtod ’:o be wi hh
iﬁl lohlll w w m
"“' R et Tsiade . Ramiee cuistene ahe tolack with 7if1es
ear nnﬁ fought well hld their rifles taken from them and
u‘ over to civilians who have premised to stiek by him in
defianee of all orders. He let out seventy regulars in favor
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(Contammed) nd varning he sppealed
+ my adviee and warning PP
(4) Againd in speeches to demonstrate
of civili-:;‘;ian. in "‘“ﬁ ::‘gistmg orders, (5) - His uncontested
to the ¢© to S“m. Libungan river but he insist upon keeping
west ﬂfd Pnat river which groups refuse to cooperate
the east ing heres Their C.0. will not report to me
© rat 5 plans and when he asks for reinforcement
u.pos:lf-‘l"n', Jocation of the men we are supposed to
e Fooe :zr reason for planning his release of command
Anot! After the war heimey getiequh‘egt:o answer
s+ He would be in a better pos on to
e ::‘c‘\;:at%:x‘xn now on, take loyal but subordinate part.
do so if h:f. m;! he refused Io accept any orders so long as
was dowez Hhan Hoot o e the raks would be equal
nis ¥ upon my ran ha’ S Wou. e equale
otner POIRLR, fo" changed his mind and decided to not submits

own g000s

e to submit provided Col. Fertig ordered it.
Later be .“h:dwuld not even promise thate
4., I issued an order 10 days ago for all regulars to
4n on the 17 or be considered deserters and that volunteers
3:,-9 invited to join but if they would be oub permanently.
cancelled that order after seeing Plangs letter.

Many think that latas is entitled to and can get equal treat-
b If that is so my orders could be dlobeyed 'zth impunity.
Matas sent his third envoy of one officer and five men to HQ,
OTH TM. a few days ago. I recommend that the plan to put that
unit in the 118th as & Bn. be adhered to and that no members or
rifles of that Bn. be accepted in any other Regiment. If as
should be given authority to operate as an independent unit I
recommend it be in a different area. If he remained here he
would interfere with our use of the highway towards Cotabato
and thru the Militia and the units placed on this side of the
Zibungan river would interfere with the food supply of the 118th
| as he is doing nows Any of the 4000 lilitia who cooperate with
| the 118¢h in supplying foed is abused by him,
6. “The civiliane are divided. Under the spell of oratory
| they become angry, dangerous mobs in his support. Privatel
{ many of them say that the majority favor the orders but most of
them are afraid to tell him that, FHis Woman's Club resolved to
enjoin him to submit but lacked the necessary courages
7+ He has always ressed friendship for me but the last
time I went to him the sentinels there had ordered to prevent
me from taking amy eompanion into his camp area. The order
mentioned speeifically eargadores, bodyguard and Capt. Orbase.
The sentinels tried to stop Lt. Valdepenas, my m{h ompanion.
This made me lose my C-JC! which caused me to do the rdonable
! and dangerous thing of sobeying the sentinels by ordering
Valdepenas to proceed with me,
8. The ememy 18 on the offensive here. A detachment of
50 to 100 Japs nave made several ralds during the last week
burning houses, palay and cornﬁ bayonetting one civilian and
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soners We expended 170 rounds. of amm-
taking anvg**;{,}‘;,ﬁ’b enemy casvalties of which 8 have been
“"“"'mdan, Seade They tnreaten to continue attacking, to
verifie ;"“ Highway for enmough north to cut our line of
take the tion and to organize us by: destroying our food supplys
communica e disadvantages such as-being on the defensive, having
Ve havle( ;g'g,, into which we could withdraw a:g live and lacking
no bac! for a 8 ere e
eertain T—“’f’t“i, di¢ricult to deeide how much should be put in &
in the clear. Our needs as indicated in radiograms remain
report mla‘k!' nhas a dependable area and has the equipment and a
"”“te'blo amount. of supplies to depend it withe
rulollls Food supplies in the Bn, area of Capt, Udtog is adequate
éhig Midsayap area so much has been destroyed. The rivalry
etions and the instructions to the Milltla not to cooperate
:‘m::imt' to the {ood g%fficulty of the 118th, Noney would do
- solve that problems
A 10’51;2 1ieut. (Datu) Abas kastura, UNF, 1g here fPom near
baks , He wants to move his outipost to between Upl and Cotabato
Lebeks i ferod o the 118th, Any: such transfers mst be discouraged.
They would ruin the decipline of mny army and the authority of any
Jeader, Tectical reasons only could justify changes of station
or commends It seems that Capt. Goballa has left the command of
» Bagsakay and is dndépendent,  If he has left it should be
?,:{mmt pay orhgospectn of recognition, latas claims that Goballa

ns to .
o 12, Bome of this is of primary if not sole interest to the
Ce Go - 10th MD. inetead of the C.0., 109th Diy, but it seems better
to dnclude it all in enme report especially since I expect those
two will be An conference Svone

13+ With the Provinee ecut as it now 1s by the enemy our
problem ecould be better handled if one Regiment were entirely
north of the Cotabate River with Hq. near Midsayap, one entirely
south with Hge at Buluan or Koronadal and if there is a third
ite Hge s 4 be on the Upl-Lebak 1ine, Such a disposition is
not pessible now but might be later.

14, It 1s requested that this mvo{ be allowed to brigf
back supplies-medicine, smmunition, statlonery, and radio, Lieut,
Batua is expected to amplify this requests The principle medicine
needed is for amoebic dysentery, Next is loeal anacsthetic,
calcium, sulfa drugs cte.

15+ It has been reported that at least a company of l::io
and Christian between here and Cotabato city wished to organize
an outpost on that iine and join the 118th, Tt is not clear to
me Af the Mores are expected to join us or the « A Tormer
member of a Matas envoy recently returned and ined that the
MMF got the same pay but more premptly and they had no combat
or tactical duties but could stay at hmc; If that is so no
more should want to join the re| hi usa + I 8t1ll need enlight-
ment on the whole MMF and Militla situations I request authority
to organize such men as Divisional M.P. 8,

gt b
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16, Capte Tomas Reodica, V. C.
bevomess mamufacturing chemist in a émf:ﬁ"i; reputed to have
Doctors questioned the efficacy o somé of his Some other
Se1l snd he would be good material for quini s drugs but they
nae & family. It 1s not casy to ?:c‘mrk at lalay-
cause he’ go to Matas'! Hq, This 1 erview him be=
e had him under: arrest: for hon-coo his 1s because Matas
17, Vy request for lir. Kuder mu§€r§§1°’-"
u:g::cginpresent T o worcouial oy ShosaTnis LEEARALYS
P 2 reasona]
18, The Piang 119th Regiment presents ple
Afdaal came here while Plang was B 6 HQ. and Tow problems, Leiut
offered to join the 118th with.about ao'ri'ﬂeI was with Matas, He
oL ter from Pisng to Afaal which indic e
depends-upon the later to be with 1fcates that the £
depe 1ot that no one b vith him, That will st
2 ooime to chooge tho P i Rk L R AR
A he I shall do all f£dal should
::c‘in; m%a‘;ttgug ‘H& authority does not cover 'ﬂzt }I) can to prevent
o I£ th: r-1ts° Plang 1
gr“e'u;‘nd':fim'ts b cult fotat s gt o is ire Sost of m
ak ta.s véuldnbetg goin the 118th under Capt °°r,§25 officers of
zo tranafer his Br, o & €0, C. 0.) but if Nat el B A A S
Ser1cers to goa g?in:g :ﬁ:;:ﬁriuﬁit he could enﬁ”-ﬁﬁ ﬁii"""
) wishes, T er th
e B wmaa be sed proscie g U Tegtraint
depend upon the ZLliJ“‘ml(1 e Dad Hosausdy £ the ar the 118th out
o Wark in Dot gh Tor all offensive work ’inpresent' we must
Quilitia) he has hoe e R S S
(PR L TR L Lia0 Peanpas R i ony oAl a
A A | e zea 15 pedensary, | Tvclievs g
. e v,
a0k, Tt nay Srove 1emerr or ‘tae Tyt b el PRI ALY
brought ammunition, bl o2 tactioal ure sbet B matter of
our present cmergencys Should make him of vital mgo::;ge}:.m
+ luch of this re
my auth port would be
Shirsiy g oomid B0 shee Thet Tuchid bobed iyl * P
an EM of ake towa! ]
in txalttu;he P. A, who was permanently cig;pﬁgiﬁn\suﬁxﬁ.di"bnitr
2 s recei
dated iﬂs-%;“:nghd.an Tambilawan brought a lett i
These 2 eparted for GHQ on & or from the Co G
> eon“b::'e que:ticﬂwd here do not thjnkef’t- 24, I did not see him
agent because he ha. he can be reli .
ol scpoggdiy Sy ! e has 11ttle control ed upon as
haes a wo more powerful - over his men
ST S T L S
- . capable in th
to report ﬂ.’:ﬁmim“ that Father Haggerty be i
action is ta ons in Cotabato to the asked to 0HQ
That Piang. sheuld prd rian B R RN O I T
should not absorb erein,
111ty to P4 rb the Matas Bn, 1 My request
ity toutny e b wilatlon T prele Bl Bataed
. abato lead ne
¢ ader and, alth J“ltiegd

(Contimued)
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J = e that polic{ does Jus'bify his raising a

might deny it, I beli be Fh3e to ralse a whole Regiment but not

wnit, I hope he will atn whicn I have been ordered to organize.
v bmesiing up the 11 eactical and not persomal, Father Hagg~

?“’ D;sasons for nia ATCive 1dgnt on this, The fact that nelther
he re »le

be 2

Pilang has contacted me malkes me

erty should BE.7s 15 obsazi-;g; ¥ eaais, e
Pleng 10T T oy must CORESvove, your Tetter of Octs 5 arrived
think,,g’_w ‘gince tyPINE S0 cttes. A note from L~. Pabiia

¢n thre! ol
;: was e 1t
npumber t:gs fér Maj. Pendatun hurt. Soaa cf
oF Zﬂ,. tachO peport on, on others I should, Par,

Eruc’ Psang's feelings are natural ar

RN 1n5. ; '14 ("% ne arrannemgnt orb\mdngvt T 2
Datu Man, that developed was by subopdina
e LS whnt I bnl'evr- was_a sort of 1

t of th

;;:‘"1 ‘dgehagtht!, for law enfore

o dr L rlets . beVm without Pendatun's knowledge
ration cnt. 1 not approve of it but - understood from what you
or "o:'et a gimilar cor‘dition existed in places to the North where

m,x-dq;rams and the Japs left each other
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