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LUE‘;‘ \ Washington, 0.0,
27 Septenber 194!

Commending Genmeral
!Munn-ﬁn Comnand
AP0 707 (Manila)

Attention: Nr OGramt 5. Wileox
Aselstant Uirector, Tean 3
Uffiee of the Chief of Claine Service

Dear Sim

1 am in receipt of your letter of the 16th of Ssptember 1947 im
wiich you have outlined the problems confronting your office in de=
ciding the merits of the of claias for compensation by the come

3 the men and women who aseisted by
an glad %o offer my wnofficial opinion

1in snewer %o your query.

I8 has Deen my practice to confirm in writing to your office
the statemeats of cervice made by the former guerilla comzanders whem
1 had definite vesollection of their sativities, Despits the larze mame
Ber of claims which I have sent back $o you, there is even a larger
nusber of such claiss on which I have taken no action. Therc are a few
more that will come in %o you efter I have had a cheance to discuss the
merits of the cases with Lt Col Hemyy Musller and Lt Ool Dougloe usnd$
(former @2 and Cuief of Staff of the 11th Airborne Division). The
sajority of these recussts will be ignored.

The mumber of men who have filed claims for compensution has not
come ss sny surprise to me, This dus, in lerge, %o the fact that during
the period lmsedistely prior o the landing cperations, all comaanders
snd intelligence officers were concentzating upon obtaining the full
support of the Filipimo people during the combat phase. Undopbtedly
msny lesders made unvarranted end unofficisl promises to the people inm
order to obtain their support and, furthor, %o obtain individual followe
ers. As the day of the landing drew near more ,nd more citizans joined
one resistance movement or snother. Finally, when the 1st Cavalry and
the 11th Airborne Divisions came into Menila, every person in the Manile
area belonged %0 at lesst one guerilla moveament,

There was a practice by actual guerilla fighters and by these who
poLid minded $o sign up as many Shousands of persons as poes
sible in onder that they would themselves earry more prestige, The

citizens were moSivated by & desive to show their fealty to the Frildpe
pines and to the United States. Tho more that they had played with the
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Jupanese during the Occupation the more anxious they were to show that
they were among the leaders of the resistance movements, I am firmly
convinged that some of the major organizations in downtown Manila did
not do a thing for the 1iberation of the Fhilippines except talk until
the day that they came in contact with oar troops.

After we had actually moved in and were doing street fighting in
the city, I had "guerilla generals" come to me to offer their commands
in our service. These commands were usally reported to number several
thousands of "guerillas". iy fi: question was to determine the mum~
ber of rifles that they were able to put into the line. This wae usual=-
1y eight or ten. I would toke these men with rifles and stick them in
one of the rifle companies, The "general" was them told that if he
wanted to assist in the attack, that the best thing that he could do
vas to turn out 500 or @ 1000 men to help feed the refugees, care for
the wounded, and %o do rosd comstruction to keep our lines of commuhicas
tion open. The above is undoubtedly known to your office already, how=
ever,

1 never paid, offered to pay, or promise future payment,
1-\0“‘!. or guerilla for that matter. I landed with two h\mdre\i thousand
dollars in go-d momey. This was left with Bernard Anderson except for
ten thousand dollars which I carried along in case of en emergency need.
¥hen the landing wi ffected I still had nearly eight thousand dollars
in ny belt. The other had been spent for food only.

It was my philosophy them, and still is, that they were going to
I was. The

20 on up to Japan. Every time that the subject of money was brought up,
which was quite often, I asked them vhether they were intereeted in meking
money or were they interested in liberating their homeland from & tyram-
nical oppressor. At the various commenders meetings, it wae my practice
to remind them that they were fighting for their own country just mach
as they were for the United States and further that the Fhilippines vas
Jjust one more damn string of islande on our step ladder to Jepan, They
vere reminded often by muself that we could, and would, whip the Japs
whether the Pilipinos ever 1ifted a hand to help us. And sgain, I would
not know what the attitude of the American people would be if they would
not even 11ft their arms to help overthrow the enemy whom bh&,p"t ed
to hatewith such passion.

Reference the labor question South of Menila, it 1s very true that
we were quite arditrary in our recruiting of labor for taks that womld
assist us by relieving trained U.8. Soldiers for combat duty. The re-
sistance leaders were most coorperative in rounding up men for this.
Eeference the large xnar details nue we -plwd down on the landing
beach at Nasughu, they These

" units came in to report !or tactical -hdonl. They usually had about
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one rifie for each twenty men. They expected to be issued a carbine,
ammnition, shoes, and "O" rations. Whem they reported in, I would
lime up the column and tell the commander %0 march them down to report
to The; for service and this was the
0 on

the A
way that they could be of most assistance. We turned out thousands
work the roads which ve required for tactical operations. These
roads should have been repaired several years before anyway so they
re just doing something that a good citizen should do for his com=-
ty.

¥hen I received the letter from Calixto Gasilao, I assumed that
you were trying to deterine the amount of payment due for labor ser-
Vices. The letter written $% verifies that he did farnish certain
1sbor services for us, This he did and it was of considerable as-
sistance.

1f 1 may express an unsolicited opinion, ‘it is my opinion that no
laborer should be paid a single centavo unless he received a serious
combat injury during the course of such work, They did not have any
work to do at that time and any labor that they may have contributed
should be adjudged to be a service to their country. Their is a
noticable tendency upon the part of the Pilipinds to forget that they
were working for the liberation of their own fat erland as mich they
were for the United States. For their efforts they have had returned
%o them the rule of their own country. Any citizen who is not willing
to contribute a few wesks labor for this reward is not deserving of the
priveleges of a free man,

Aside from the above, it would be impossidle for any board to
determine the relative amount of effort éxpended by sach individual in
the Islands and reward him appropristely. If one organization 1s paid
for labor a precedence will be set which will arouse hundreds of thou-
sands of claims based upon every possidle pretext. I recommend, as an
individual, that if no labor payments have been made to date, that no
precedence be established that will again bring in millions of in-
dividual and group claims for service

It is still my practice to verify the claims of individuals and
organisations who were actuslly engeged in combat operati The
exceedingly large mumber of guerillas is undoubtedly excessive., How-
ever, 1 also know that the men who were out in the field doing actual
combat work were not im position to present their claims vhereas those
near the city who had no combat assignment, no arms, 1ittle organization,
mech rank and no particular desire to close with the enemy, devoted their
time and efforts o building  large unit for ultimate recognition and
payments of high salaries.

The very nature of underg:
tormine those persons who actual
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are baged upon my knowledge of those who wers actually committed o
setion under my orders or worked with me prior to the landing opera-
tions.

If I mey add another unsolicited opinion, it wae my observation
that the wild, unmly, semi-bandits were often the t fighting men
when we employed them alongside of the U. Soldiers. These men, many
of whom were unpopular due to their practices of brigandage, were of
the venturesome type who were willing %o stake all on the game. The °
God-fearing, lawabiding units were more interested im obtaining more
rifles, shoes, and "0" rations than they were engaging the enemy.

were afraid of the Japs during the occupation and still were whem
the fighting started. I mote however that they are not remiss in sab=
mitting long 1dsts of "guerillas” for back payments. It is for this
reason that I deliberately concealed my address from the various units.
I had no desire to become engaged in the controversial issued when it
vas at its pesk.

These opinions may or may not be of value to you im your assemment
of the cases under considerstion, They are offered in anawer o ym
request contained in letter referred 0 above. If I may be of
service %o you or your office at any time, do mot hu!iate to cnll upen
me, I will send the few cases that I have which are worthy of con-
sidefation and after that it 1g hoped that we will all be able to con=
sider this closed, It is inevitadle that many deserving men will never
be recognized and that many fast-talkers will receive compensation. It
is hoped that the men who feel slighted will mot become embittered but
will appreciate the impossidility of the task.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Jay D. Venderpool
/% Jay D. Vanderpool

CERTIFIED TEUE COPY:
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HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPPINEC-RYUKYUS COMMAND ¢
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF CLAINS SERVICE GEW/mhp

Aedt i
G8CLIL02 16 September 19477

Lieutensnt Colonel Jay D. Vanderpool
2304, 40th Street, N, W,
Washington, Ds Cu

Denr Sirs

In reference to civilisn wage clesims filed with this office
by different units of the Hunters ROTC Guerrillns, we request
your cooperatiom in whetever informetion or edvice ycu mny be
able to offers

Informetion in the Guerrilla Affeirs Division, FIiILERYCOM,
discloses that the total number of claims for Guerrills ree
cognition (unit rosters snd individusl elesims) f£iled with thet
office has exceeded 1,250 « By far the grester port of
these claims were from -ﬂe‘ed guerrills units on Luzon, and
by far the grester psrt of the claims on Luzon csme from alleged
lurr s units in the Manile vieinity, Thus far, the United

tates Army hes recognized aprroximntely 95,000 guerrilles in
the Visaysn Islonds »nd Nindanso, On Luzon sapproxim-tely
165,000 guerrillss heve been recognized to date by the United
Stales Aray.

In reference to the Hunters ROTC Guerrilles, 4,005 members
of this guerrills commend were recognized by the United Stotes
Army Unifs to which they were attached, The Gueprilla Affoirs
Division hns recognized 1,060 casuslties (killed or wor
under the Ennton“,.ﬂ’lc Guerrilles. In sddition to the foregoing
recognition, the “uerrills Affeirs Division recognized the
lurguel Ver Hegiment, Hunters ROTC Guerrilla, (Strength = 3,760
officers and enlisted men), This r-gumt wes a composite
unit mede up of the most dese: of the remsining unrecoge
nized members of the Hunters KOTC Guerrillas, In reco
the liguel Ver Regiment, the Guerrills Affnirs Division took
into consideration the Pull extent and all the forms of aid
and cooperation which the Hunters ROTC Guerrillss gave to the
Auericon forces snd their effectiveness in the resistence move=
ment. The libernl strength, 3,760 officers snd enlisted men,
was »1so given in concession for the withdrawnl by Colonel
Terry ‘devoso of the Hunters ROTC Guerrills cleims for recog=
nition with the Guerrills Affoirs Division, To dote, the totel
recognized strength of the Hunters ROTC Yuerrillss is 8,825, and tie
period of recognition of the Hunters RCTC Guerrillss hes beén exe
tended bnck to 7 May 1942,
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It is to be noted that none of the unit commenders of
the Hunters ROTC Querrillss nor Colonel Terry *devoso have
ever mentioned the metivities of civilian guerriilss to sny
or the officers of the Guerrilla lff-h-u Division nor did they

records or rring to civilisn guere
rulas or their sctivities., It hn been the policy of the
Guerrills Affnirs Divisicn to request every single item of
evidence in the weay of rosters, documents, snd other records
that the guerrilla unit may be able to offer as proof of its
orgsnization end setivities.

The Guerrilla Affairs Office hes proctically completed
its mission and plans to close down sbout the end of this year,

This office has slreedy received x'ostex'a, totnlling 1,088
individual claiments, from different units of the Hunters RO
Guerrillas, There sare several other units of the Hunters ROTC
Guerrillss plenning to submit rosters of civilisan guerrillns,
With the Guerrills Affairs Division soon to close down, the
guerrills units sre beginning to turn to Claims Service for
additionsl remunerstion, There sre several other guerrilla
orgenizations that sre likely tc follow the Hunters ROIC Guer-
rulu in f£iling wege clsims in order to placate members who

d not get on the heovily screened rosters which the Guerrdlls
A!f-iu dvision recognized,

We are inclosing for your perusal copies of some of the
fnperl submitted by the claiments. Plesse note that your neme
s mentioned in several places in inclosure #l.

Sincerely yours,

8 Incls /s/ Grant S. Wilcox
le ln indorsement by / GRANT 8, WILCOX
g mmander Terry "Magtangol" Assistent Director, Tesm #2
d“DlO

24 Stetement from Eulogio Restrivera

3+ Roster of Persomnel Atteched %o the 2nd Battalion

4, List of Civilisns under Talino’s Unit Ocenpo's Bn,

Se Affidevit of Patricio l. Abu

6o Affidevit of Lucio Francisco

g. Chronological History of Lsbor Battalion Under Hunters ROTC
s Affidevit of Fermin N. Andays
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Nasughu, Batangas
11 Septenber 1948

Wajor General Jonathan W. Anderson
Commanding General, Philippine Command
AP0 707, Manila, Philippines

Dear General Anderson,

1 wish to solicit your help for the early approval of the Ci-
vilien Employes's (foreman, leborers, carpenters and first aiders)
olaims whica T appealed for consideration about 15 April 1948 to tho
Claims Service, (Philrycom) Philcom, through Dr. Parades our Attorney
In-Fact.

These Civilian:Employes numbering to I32 men and women in var-
rious capacities as foremans, laborers, carpenters and first aiders
were recruited and utilized by the Ist Battallion, 49th Regiment,
Hunters ROTC Guerrillas from 20 October 1944 to 30 January 1945 with
the authority of Colonel Terry "Magtangol" Adevoso, Overall Commend-
ing Officer of the Funters ROTC Guerrillas and Major (now Lt. Col.)

Jay D. Vanderpool, who was theu on a Special Mission for the GHQ, SiP4,

in the Manila-Laguna-Batangas Area, with his then HQ at the GHQ, Hunters
ROTC Guerrillas at Cutad, Nasugbu, Butangas. (Please see certified true

copy of 1t Col. Vanderpool's letter to the Chief, Claims Service, dated
16 September I947.)

When the Units of the IIth Airborne Division landed &t Nasugbu,
Batengas on 31 January 1945, said Civilien Employes were employed to
unload vital war supplies on the transports to the beach, recomstruce
ted the lending field, repaired roads and bridges and treated both
nilitary snd civilien personels at the Hunters KOTC Hospital estab-
Dlished in the town of Nasugbu. Directly supervised by US Army Cffi-
cers, said Employes were continuously working until the US Army no
longsr needed them as their jobs vere either finished or were stopped
due to the withdrawal of the IIth Airborne Troops from the Nasugbu
and Lipa areas during the months of July and August 1945.

Compensation was promised to these people to be paid ufter the
war, but to this date, the Claims Service had not scted favorably on
their I7 months old claims filed in said Office, inspite of the strong
evidences including the confirmation of Lt. Col. Vanderpool as to their
exsistence and activities.

1 appeal to you Ceneral, for favorable action ou their claims
as soon as posible, being the highest Officer of the United States
Arny in the Philippines, the Army, they had faithfully served during
the war. The amount they had been claiming is very small, considor-
ing the sucrificies and the dangers they had undergone as well as
their families. This amount if paid to them is the only remittance of
their past services in level with the Guerrillas with whom they work-
ed with.

The Guerrilla Unit which originally recruited and employed them
before the US Army did so, had been paid their Liberation and Arrears
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in Pay. Food supplies, monies and other materials, the Guerrillas
requisitioned from the civilian population are now being paid by
the Claims Service. But these Civilian Employes who performed the
great bulk of manual labor and who did sotual service es the mild-
tary personels did before and during the Liberation Campaign sre
still being ignored by said Office.

In view of this circumstances, T request that your kind Office
attends to the early settloment of these Civilisns Employes now pen=
aing in the Claims Service Office.

Tioping for your kind snd early consideration on this matter,
I em.

—, Z—
CALIXTO G, LA
Capt. wf. 0-46899

Officer In Chargdd & Attorney In Fact
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10 July 1948

Major Calixto Gasilao
Department of Finence
Bureau of Custons
Republic of the Fhilippines
Manila
Dear Major Gasilao

I em in reciept of your latter of the 2¢nd of June I948 in which
you have requested that I sign additional copies of my letter of the I6th
of September 1947 to the Commanding General, Pnilrycom regarding the
clains of your organization for recompense for services rendered durimg
the war.

The copies which you forwarded have been signed/and are returned

herewith. It is hoped that these may prove to be of value to you and
your men when you present your case to the Chief of Claims Service.

As you will note by the heading, I am now in Korea. T en statio-
ned in Seoul with the Headquarters, XXIV Corps and assigned to the G-2
section.

We are in a very interesting spot to observe first hand the ma-
chinations of the Cold Har. You and your men would well appreciate the
condition in which the people in Korea find themselves. They too are
struggling for a free nation and the right to rule themselves.

As you know the United Nations has sent & Commission to observe
an election and the establishnent of a Government entirely of Korean
peoples. It is my fondest hope that the ambitions of these freedom lov-
ing people may be realized.

© Pleass extend my regards to Colonel Adevoso and the others with
whon we vorked during the war.
If T can be of any dther assistance please foel free to call upon

me. I travel considerably and some times my mail fails to reach me but
1 always attempt to assist the old Guerrilleros when it is feasable.

Sincerely yours,

(8gd) JAY D. VANDEXFOOL
Lieut. Colonel C5C

A CERTIFIED TKUE COPY: . -
e R



)
DECLASSIFIED i
Authority 4//¢/ D3 5 397

—————————=" 2304 40th Street NW
Washington D.C.
I6 September I947

The Commanding General
Fhilippine-iyukus Command
APO 707, Manile, Fhilippines

Attention: Chief of Claims Service

1. Reference is made to your letter of 2I August 1947 in which
olains arising from the reported services of certain oivilians, employ=-
ed as laborers under the commend of Major Calixto Gasilao, were forwar-
ded for my comments snd/or confirmation. I have studied this claime
by liajor Gasilao end desire to forward the following statements.

2, I know Major Calixto Gasilao personally. He was a member of
the Hunters ROTC Guerrillas. le was associated with myself in the fall
of 1944 and in the spring of 1945 when I was on a special mission for
GHQ, SWPA, in the Manila-Laguna-Batangas ares.

3. Reference paragraph T. of your communication, T believe that
Hajor Gasilao is in error as to the date of hiring civilian employes.
The date probably was about 20 November 1944 insteated of 20 October
1944 ae I wa s not in Batangas on 20 October I1944.

4. Reforing again to your paragraph I. as to the mumber of en-
ployees, I50 employees is probably correct as amount of work being done
at that time would require one or two hundred men.

5. Also in answer to a query in paragraph I., I have personal
Imowledge that civilians were employed for the lebor indicated in Major
Gasilao's affidavit of the I9th of August I1947. (Inel #I to your let-
ter of 21 hugust 1947)

In reference to your paragraph 2., the "authority” for the
employment of such labor is comewhat difficult to define. Colonel Terry
"agtangol" Adevoso and I had a working agreement by which he ordered
the necessary recruitment of lebor for the projects which we had dis-
cuseed and had agreed should be accomplished. I had full knowledge snd
concurred with the order given by Colonel Adevoso.

7. Reference your query in paragraph 3. as to the "rate of pay
promised this laborers, including method of payment if ever made", I
did not commit myself or the U,h. Govermmet to these men ( or any others)
as to amounts or methods of payment for their services. As records were
kept by the varrious guerrilla commanders, it was assumed by the men
that they would in time recieve some recompense for their efforts.

(1)
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8. Reference your paragraph 4., it was my custom, the custom of
the Hunters KOTC Guerrillas, and other resistance forces who were work-
ing directly with GEY SWPA to recruit civilian laborers to do the nec-
essary construction, building, bridge work, or other engineering pro-
Jects essential to our operstions. Thees projects were ueually done by
the"supporters™ or "reservist” of the resistance organization. These
men were ofter brought into the military part of the orgenizationif,
and when, firearns were available. They were alweys considersd as a
reserve to draw upon for either recruits for the tactical units or
as laborers.

9. It is my openion that these men rendered valuable support to
the Allied forces. I an in no position to estimate the amount of sala-
Ty that should be given by present policies for such services but do
feel that my mission was supported by groups of this nature. I recom:
mend that they recieve some appropriate compensation for the time that
they were actually employed as laborers or for other duties.

(Sgd) JAY D. VANDEKFOOL
Lieutenant Colonel
G45.C., U-34570
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