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6231 Empire State Building
March 17, 1947
; I

Subject: Information on Brigadier General Vicente Lim (deceased

To:

Headquarters, PHILR!
AP0 707, cfo asmascer
San Francisco, California

Refer to your letter dated 4 February 1947, file GSXAD 201 -
LI4, Vicente (C), which was received recently without the
Service Questionnaire referred to in paragraph 3 thereof.
Sonsequently, the information of Brigadier General Vicente
without the mimeographed

forms intended tnerefor.

Wnile in concentration at Camp 0'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac,
where we were interned after the Death arch, I was assigned
to & Sub-Group of Filipino POW's directly under Colonel
Kariano Castaneda, with General Lim in command of the entire
Group. Although General Lim had attacks of malaria, he
really was not as i1l as he led thie Japaness to believe,
because he and Colonel Narciso L. kanzano, CE, PS visited
us (who were bed-ridden) very often, encuuraged

intimated to & select few, inoluding myself, that “tio £ight
was not over. lr. and krs. Antonio H. Zscoda, as social
welfare workers, were admitted inside the camp and often
chatted with General Lim in his quarters and visited us,
too, unaccompanied by any Japanese guard. GCeneral Lim was
released on parole as a sick but vvnlhin,‘ patient on 1 July
1942, while we, who were still bed- ridden, were detained
further by the Japanese. He told us he was going

Tecuperate in the house of kr. Clemente Hidalgo (his
brother-in-law) at Dominga St., Pasay.

The Adjutant General - nwards and Decorations Section ‘
YCOE

I was paroled in the custody of my wife on 11 August 1942
as a sick POW. Shortly thereafter, lir, Clemente Hidalgo
congratulated me on my release and told me that General
Lin ned been speaking very hlghly of my p n
Tlocos and Bataean under
(my Division Commander and a frisnd of General Lim),
sspecial ring February to April 192, when Geners
Thvs Llst Diviston was on ous i@t dlong ono Pilers
mapac Road. Jr. Hidalgo conveyed to me the great conoern
of General Lim over my health, which was failing when he
left me at Capas, his impression that I was too valuable
an officer to die just like that, and his eagerness to
talk to me as soon as I was strong emough. I was invited
to visit the Hidalgos at any time, but I was not to men-
tion to amyous vi 1 wac risiting General Lim or that
the latter sent for me. 3y the time I was well enough
to visit Gemeral Lir st Eidulgo's house, he had already

dent abJ to camouflage better his
Acoovding to kir. hidalgo, his
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house was under 2i-Hour surveillance by Jap agents, and 1t
was belng noticed that several ranking released PUW's were
visiting General Lim there. I was told that Gemeral Lim

would indicate later on when I could see him at the hosp

In Hovesber 1942, Lajor Isagani V. Campo (General Lim's
trusted aide and stalf officer of the L1st Division) teld
me that General Lim instructed him to : invi
me to join him in the underground, and sece !
pital, as he completely relied on my loyalty
impressed with my performence in Bateen. I v
Lim at the hospital shortly after Christmas of 1942, and
found Colonel Tomas Domaocal (Chief of Staff of the ilst
Division), Lt. Col. Amado B. Lagtoto, Lajor Campo, and
several other officers of the 4lst Division, including Kajor
Alfredo .. Santos (who had a splendid record while fighting
under the lst Regular Division of General Segundo which vas
at our left in Bataan), presumably t0 greet him for the
Season. General Lim was lying in bed, feigning illmess,

but he was very cautious in his remarks about the trend of
the war, service in the Puppet Government and other allied
subjects. I stayed behind for a few minutes after the
others left. General Lim, in vague and cautious language,
conveyed to me his plan to reorganize the 4lst Division,
{ncorporating into it elements of the Constabulary and the
USAFFE who had outstending records in Bataan. I managed to
convey to him my gratitude for his trust and confidence,

proach me, invite

Manila. He cut off our whispered conversation when he heard
tnis and told me to let him know through Major Campojwhere
I could be contacted from time to time.

On his birthday, 5 April 1943, General Lim received visits
from the same group of officers of his confidence at the
hospitel. fhen I dropped in there late in the evening,
Captein Gasimiro Panajon was just going out with Lt. Col.
Chioco, Lajor Atienza and others. General Lim told me to
read a book on the "War in the Pacific", mentloned that
Truk is important and to be on the alert.

Upon the capture of Colonel Hugh L. Straughn by the Japan-
oo in August 1943, General Lim endeavored to unify the
Toosely organized field elements of Straughn Guerrillas

undor his command, assuming the name of Ellsworth. —Although
under surveillance by the Japanese, General Lim was allowed
Yo visit his relatives-in the provinces or.make such business:
trips around kanila.

on or about 7 November 1943, General Lim gathered several
renking officers at a picnic in the fishponds of Dampallt,
Yalabon, Rizal. As I was unable to attend it, Major Oampo
informed me shortiy thereafter as to what transpired.
Golonmels Castafieda, Domeoal. Dugue, Fidel Cruz, Amado B.
Magtoto, Najor Alfredo k. Santos and several other selected
offlcers were present at this conference when General Lim,
after giving an estimate o

proached his scheme to organize a fighting group, with
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elements of the Llst Division as the nucleus and augrented
by loyal officers and men under arms in the service of the
Puppet Constabulary Forces (led by Colonel Domaoal), and
guerrillas properly ooordinated, strike upon the lending
of the American Forces of Liberation, seize the Government
round up the collaborators, set up & provisional Govern-
ment to be headed by General kanuel A. Roxas, and to fur-
nish intelligence information in the meanth,e,

Through Ke jor | Campo, I indioated to Genoral Cix ohac a:
was alreeuy ing' for xaj_ﬂey s Guerril
i Caloneta bon
1 de Jesus were already
ioh I passed on to kajor
an I to coordinate all the acti-
ies of the various USAf¥L officers eager to help the
underground or organize their own units.

and Lrs. Antonio H, Hscoda
tal, He also had contact with

urt of Lanila, uj
for ,enersl which tho nese aiscovered in her e
and resulted in her detention in Fort Santiago. (I camnot
recall her full name,]

In & very secretive manner, General I
work, vutue“eu information through trusted
inaividuals, end oontimied forzulating plans for & well-
organized o i ed

In January 1sm,

or about 2 June 161,“. “ne 1le:
Lenila <ecrac1y Escoda, Captain Borromeo,
Beltazar and Rillo and & few others, embarking in & sail-
boat from Batangae for Lindoro, where they expected to
ine vi Dbrought the SWPA detachment
& Seblayer Point,
a

was intercepted u] a
detained them at Ca
to Fort San

Sl yaro7 woso. tortuzed mezoile sly. irs,
in the latter part of Aug ast 1944.  In the levter pact of
September 194k, General Lim and Lr. Escoda were both allov
to receive a visit
removed to 3ilibid P

Gonorat Lin wers oxscuted in November and Docember 1901

respectively, and krs. Zsooda early in January 1945, according
io

to reliable informat

AMADO N, BAUTISTA
CONTMTRTT AT Colonel, CE, PA

Escoda was arrested

ed

from one member of their family end thence
n for court-martial. Ir. Escoda and
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6231 Enpize State Sullding
350

Fifth Avenue
New York 1, New York

March 17, 1947

Subject: Informdtion on Brigadier General Vicente Lim (deceased)

To: The Adjutant General - o bl i e et
Headquarters, FHILRYCOM
AP0’ 707, ofo Postmaster
San Francisco, California

i er to your letter dated 4 February 1947, file GSXAD 201 -
LIL Vicente (C), which was received recently without the
Service Questionnaire referred to in paragraph 3 thereof,
Conssquently, tHe infornation on BrigadicriGahozal Wisente

without the mimeographed

Lim
forns intended therefor.

2. Wnile in concentration at Camp O'Donnell, Capas, Tarlac
where we were imterned after the Death lifroh, I was assigned
2o a Sub-Group of Filipino POW's!direotly under Golones
Lariano Castafieda, with General Lim in command of the entire
Group. Although General Lim had attacks of malaria,
really was not as ill as he led the Japanese to belleve,
because he and Colonel Narciso L. Kanzano, CE, = visited
us_(who were bed-ridden) very often, encouraged ui
Intinabed to a select fow, iheiuding myself, that ©hS fight
was not over. lr. and kirs. Antonio H. Zscoda, as soolal
welfare workers, were admitted inside the camp and often
chatted with General Lim in his quarters and visited us,
t00, unaccompanied by any Japanese guard. General Lim was
released on parole as a sick but walking patient on 1 July
1942, while we, who were still bed-riddem, were dstalned
further by the Japanese. He told us he was
Teuperata. in the Houss: of Mr:iClenouto Hidatgs fak
brother-in-law) at Dominga St., Pasay.

3. I was paroled in the custody of my wife on 11 August 1942
as a sick POi. Shortly thereafter, hr. Clemente Hidalgo
congratulated me on my release and told me that General
Lin had been speaking very highly of my performance in
Ilocos and Batasn under Brig. Gen. William E. Brougher
(ny Division Conmandes and & friend of Gemeral Lin],
especially during February to April 1942, when General
Lin's 41st Divlgion vas on our rignt along the Pilar-
Bagac Road. idalgo conveyed to me the great conoern
6t General. Tinover _my health, which was failing when he
left me at Capas, his impression that I was 0o valuable
an officer to die 1i%s. that, it eagerness to
talk to me as soon na strong emough. I was invited
to visit the Hidalgos ime, but I was not to men-
tion to anyous tuau L .. ibing General Lim or that

the latter sert; for uc. time I was well enough

to visit General ok |¢ liouse, he nad already
transferred to bute of the Philippine

General Hospitil So ovade being pressed into the service

of the Japanese ¢>vernment ::d to camouflage bebter his

underground activities, —.osording to lir. Hidalgo, his
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house was und

ZLL Lour surveillance by Jap agents, and it
was being noticed that several renking released FOW's e
visiting General x_)u ‘there. I was told that General Lim
would indicate later on when I could see him at the nDEp)taL

In November 1942, Major Isagani V. Campo (General Lim's
trusted alde and staff officer of the L1gt Division) told
me that General Lim instructed him to a ach me, invite
me to join him in the underground, and see him at the hos-
pital, "as he completely relied on oy loval v sntinee dsp )
impressed with my performance in Bataan. I visited General
Lim at the hospital shortly after Christmas of 1942, and
found Colonel Tomas Domaoal (Chief of Staff of the Llst
Division), Lt. Col. Amado B, Kagtoto, Major Campo,
several otlier officers of the 4lst Division, incltaing Kajor
Alfredo 1. Santos (who had a splendid record while fighting
under the 1lst Regular Division of General Segundo which was
at our left in Bataan), presumably to greet him for the
Season. General Lim was lying in bed, felgning illnmess,
but he was very cautious in his remarks about the trend of
the war, service in the Puppet Government and other allied
subjects. I stayed behind for a few minutes after the
others left. General Lim, in vague and cautious language,
conveyed to me his plan to reorganize the Llst Division,
incorporating into it elements of the Constabulary and the
TUSAFFE who had outstanding records in Bataan. I managed to
convey to him my gratitude for his trust and confidence,
assured him of my complete faith in his leadership and the
fact that I was already in contact with Ramsey's agents in
Manila. He cut off our whispered conversation when he heard
Ll e L B e lajor Campo where
I could be comtacteda from time to tim

On his birthday, 5 April 1943, General Lim received visits
from the sage group of officers of his oontidence at the
hospital. When I in there late in the evening,
Captain Casimiro Panajon was just going out with Lt. Gol.
Chicco, Kajor Atienza and others. General Lim told me to
read a book on the "far in the Pacific", mentioned that
Truk is importent and to be on the alert

Upon the capture of Colonel Hugh L. Straughn by the Japan-
ese in August 1943, General Lim endeavored to unify the
loosely organized field elements of Straughn Guerrillas
under his command, assuming the name of Ellsworth, Although
under surveillance by the Japanese, General Lim was allowed
to visit his relatives in the provinces or.make such business
trips around Manila.

On or about 7 November 1943, General Lim gathered several
ranking officers at a plonic in the fishponds of Dampalit,
Jalabon, Rizal. 4s I was unable bo attend it, lajor Campo
informed me siortly theceafter as to what transpired.
Colonels Castafieda, Domenal, Duque, Fidel Cruz, Amado
Magtoto, Najor L, Santos and several other sslected
officers were present at tliis conference when General Lim,
after giving en o i the situation in the Pacific,
broached organize a fighting group, with
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elements of the 4lst Division as the nucleus and augmented
by loyal officers and men under arms in the service of the
Puppet Constabulary Forces (led by Colonel Domsoal), and
guerrillas properly ccordinated, strike upon the landing
of the American Forces of Liberation, 'seize the Government,
ol collaborators, set up a provisional Govern-

nt to be headed by General hanuel A. Roxas, and to fur-
Mish intelligence iformation in the meantime.

Through Kajor Gampo, I indicated to General Lin that I
was already working for Ramsey's Guerrillas, but would be
willing to maintain liaison for him. Colonels Domaoal,
Lagtoto and General de Jesus were already

supplying me with inforagtion which I passed on o Major
Ramsey, and I was attempting to coordinate all the acti-

iti 5 officers eager to help the
helr own units.

underground or organize

General Lim received kr. and krs. Antonio H. Escoda
frequently at the hospital. He also had contact with
Senator Jose Ozamis, Colonels N, Manzano end Jose P.
Guido, Generals Roxas and de Jesus, larcos Agustin
(arking), and Fertig's Guerrillas. krs. Cabrera of
Kemuning Street, suezon City and presently a stenographer
in the Supreme Gourt of Lanila, hid several hundred rifles
for General Lim which the Japanese discovered din her house
and resulted in her detention in Fort Santiago. (I cannot
recall her full name.)

In a very secrebive manner, Gemeral Lim conducted intelligence
work, gathered information through trusted officers and
individuals, and continued formulating plans for a well-
organized combat group integrated under a unified command.

In Jenuary 194, he made the first attempt to go to lindoro,
which failed. Again, on or about 2 June 19Ll, he

Lanila seoretly with kr. Escoda, Captain Borromeo, Lts.
Baltazar and Rillo and a few others, embarking in a sail-

boat from Batengas for kindoro, where they expected to

to contact a submarine which brought the SWPA detachment

under Commander George Rowe, Sablayan Point,

General Lim expected to reach SWEA Headquarters vie sub-
marine, Nearing kindoro on June 5th, General Lim's party

was intercepted by & Japanese Patrol who arrested and
detalned them at Calapan, kindoro. They were transferred

to Tort Santiago on or about June 10th. As per reports of

one of our agents planted inside Fort Santiago, General Lim
and party were tortured mercilessly. lirs, Escoda was arrested
in the latter part of August 194L. In the labber part of
September 154/, General Lim and kir. Bscoda were both allowed
to receive a visit from one member of their family and themce
rerove Bilioid Prison for court-martial, ILr, Escoda and
General #ere exeouted in November and December 19L,
recpectively, and nrs. Escoda early in January 1945, according
to reliable information.

AMADO N, BAUTISTA
CONEIERT Golonel, CE, PA
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