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REPORT ON GUERRITLLA AFFAIRS'
BICOL_ _PENINSULA

Lieutenant Robert L. Morton, Comtact Team "G", proceeded to
the Bicol Peninsula to contact all known guerrilla units in that
region., The following report is a summary of the investigation,
and a few facts of interest.

Geographical Dat:

The Bicol Peninsula is located on the southernmost tip of
Luzon, 120 degrees, 30 minutes longitude and 140 degrees latitude,
and is comprised of six provinces, namely: Gamarines Norts,
Camarines Sur, Albay, Sorsogon, Catenduanes, and Masbate. The
latter two provinces are not an integral part of the peninsula,
for they are islends near the eoast of southern Luzon but they
are included geographically as a portion of the Bicol Region.
The population of the Bicol Region is approximately 1,500,000
inhebitants whose occupations consists of ferming, fishing, mining
and lumbering. The most importent cities of the Bicol are:
Legaspi, Albay, the capital of Albay and the most importent port;
Sorsogon, Sorsogon, the capital of Sorsogon; Naga, Camarines
Sur, the capital bf Camarines Sur; end Daet, Camerines Norte, the
capitel of Camerines Norte.

Iremsportation

The best mode of transportation to Bicol from Cemtral Luzon
is by air. There is a lending ficld at Legaspi, Albay, large
enough to land planes as large as B-24's, By air it bakes approxi-
mately one hour fifteen minutes from Mamila to Legaspl. It is
impossible to travel by vehicle, for many of the bridges are out
between lanila and Legaspi. Rail is possible, but a very poor
means of tramsportation, for part of the trip must be made by
truck, rivers crossed by boat, and the train itself is very slow
and overcrowded.

While in the region, trensportation is available from the
341st Infantry, 86th Division, which has its Legaspi Base Commend
at Legaspi, Albey, Transportation may also be obtained from the
Militery Police Commend at Legaspis. Civilien transportation is

aveileble through the Alatco Bus lines, but again this too is a

very ppor mode of tremsportetion. Roads in the area are passable
but they are in very poor condition, and on two occasions ferries
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must be made to cross rivers between Naga, Camarines Sur end Daet,
Cemerines Norte.

Communications

Communication by redio is aveileble through the Legaspi Base
Comnend, 3Alst Infemtry, 86th Division, and also at the Military
Police Gommends at Legaspi, Albay, Nage, Camarines Sur, and Dast,
Camerines Norte. Messages may be sent and received from these
etations. Commnicetion by telephone exists only within the 86th
Area Commend, and the Military Police Commends, but it is impossible
4o communicate from one city to another.

Air courier service is available through the 86th Division
Area Command, but unreliable for no strict schedule is followed.

History end Activities

On 12 December 1941, the Japanese landed at Legaspl as the
starting point for their southern prong which wes to push north=
vard and join forces with those which landed along Lamon Bay. Most
of the loyel inhabitants of the cities, toms, and barriom took to
the hills, Wendering remnants of esceaped and unsurrendered USAFFE
soldiers snd loyal civilians begen to organize guerrilla units,
each dominating certain areas within the provinces, For a time
active guerrilla resistance causedlthe Japanese congiderable
trouble; but gradually lack of funds and supplies hempered their
activities. The primary activities of the units were to preserve
law and order, encourage food production, intelligence, sabotsge,
and harrassithe enemy. Bngagements with the enemy were negligible
in that there were but few weapons in the region. Several small
unite donned the guise of loyal guerrillas for the purpose of
‘banditry and to force tribute from civilians.

The first, end best nown guerrilla unit to be formed in
+the Bicol region was organized on 18 December 1941 in Camarines Norte
by Lt Wencesleo Q. Vinsons, former governor of the province, This
force of about 100 armed men raided Jepanese garrisons throughout
Jenuary to July 1942, their most notable exploit being a three-
day assault on the provincial capital of Daet, 30 April 1942, which
resulted in the temporary capture of the town with severe losses
+to the Japanese defenders. Increased pressure from the Japanese
forced the wnit to withdraw to Cemp Abask where it was practically
aisbanded. Supposedly trusted men of the group betrayed the position
of the camp and on 8 July 1942, Lt Vinsons was captured end executed
by the Japanese. Framsisco Boayes (alias Turko), who was Vinsons!
assistant, took over the command, and although Boayes appears to have
been a fearless geng leader and was one of the best known anti-Jepanese
fighters he was also undisciplined and unruly. His unit became
bendits and csused as much trouble for the inhabitants of Bicol
as they did for the Japanese,
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Next to Vinsons, the most noted guerrilla leader was Faustino
Flor, commanding officer of the Camp Iserog Guerrillas. The out-
standing activity of Flor was the attack on the Japanese occupied
tomn of Naga, Cemarines Sur on 2 Msy 1942, in which some thirty
Americans and other prisoners who were about to be executed by
the Japanese were freed,

On 24 May 1942, Flor with several of his officers was per-
suaded by General Francisco, then commander of the puppet Bureau
of Constebulary, to surrender. Twofilo B. Padua took over the
commend of the unit, but the unit does not appear to have been
very active egeinst the Japanese under his control. Flor escaped
prison end organized another guerrilla unit in Albay, but the
activities of this unit were slight end with very 1little resistance.

One of the largest disputes in Bicol was the question as to
who should commend the 5th Military District. Lt Col Zabat of
Albay, Mejor Lapus md Governor Escudero of Sorsogon, all claimd
to be the Military Commander, but Zabet Wwas more successful than
the others. Zabat tried to wnify the guerrilla wnits in Bicol
and, on paper, he was successful, for he had the 5let, 52nd, 53rd,
54th, 55th, 56th, 59th, and 60th Infentry Regiment under his
commnd., But as far as activities are concerned the greater
portion of these units operated separately., These wnits accepted
Zabat as Military Commander only becaise of the threats from Zabat
but no authority was ever granted.

There were a fow disputes among the guerrilla lesders, the
most outstending being that between Lapus and Escudero. The exact
reason 1s wnlmom, but it 1s belleved that tho diepute was chiefly
caused by both leaders wanting to claim control of guerrille unite
1n Sorsogon. Due to animosity encouraged by the two leaders those
two units continuously fought ome another during the Japamese
regine. Other units having conflicts were the units of Juan Q.
¥irenda end Francisco D. Boyaes (Turko), but the reason for their
conflict is questicnable.,

ery
Service was for sdministration end supervision of the HMedleel Gorps,
but their activities were practieally nil. (See Inclosure #1)

TEE ARRIVAL OF UNITED STATES FORCES

At the time of the lending of the 158th Regimental Combat
Team at Legaspi, Albay, 1 April 1945, the leaders of the various
guerrilla organizations O rating on the Bicol Peninsula cleimed
that varying numbers of personnel were members of their groups and
each supported hie elaim with rosters. There were conflicting
boasts of doninance and there were many petty jealousies among
them, Each guerrilla
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comnander wes asking for the recognition of as many men as he
could muster, thus hoping to gain for himself a higher renk,

In accordance with previous reports, Lt Col F. B, Thompson
and Major Blieden, S-2, 158th ROT, devoted their entire time
to solving the guerrilla problem, After investigation of the
several units, each was allotted the strength that it would submit
for recognition. Each commander then screened his organization
to conform with that mumber end reorgenized it under Philippine
Army TO/E 5, which was the latest TO/E aveilsble to them, The
units were recognized by the Sixth Army on the recommendation of
the aforementioned officers, and these units have hence been pro-
cessed in the "Bicol Brigade.?

The leeders were then told that no more recognition of any
unit would be made, Upon hearing thisy much of the clamoring
for further recognition diminished, However, the leaders wers
not completely satisfied but they accepted as fact the statements
of Col Thompson and Maj Blieden that there would be no more
recognition. The units activeted in the Bicol Brigade as of 20
June 1945 mey be found in inclosure #2.

It is belleved that from lay 1945 to October 1945 the Bicol
Penlneula was more or less considered closed for recognition of
additional units, and no action was taken during this period.

In Bctober 1945 the request for recognition of the Blue Eagle
Brigade was reconsidered, and the undersigned officer was sent

to the Bicol Region to contact end investigate this unit. Thus
the Bicol Region was again opened for recognition, and as a result
approximately thirty-seven (37) units have submitted their request
for recognition,

The undersigned officer has abéd the majority of
these units, and in his investigation it wes found that the Sixth
Army mede a wise choice as the number of personnel recognized from
the various units, The undersigned states "number of persomnel!
worthy of recognition have been recognized rather than the "members
worthy of recognition," in that it was revealed in the investigation
that numbers rather than mames of perscmnel attached to the United
States Forces were taken end, when recognition was given, the
commanding officer of the unit concerned was asked to give the
names of & certain number of the members of his unit, Thus, in
many cages relatizes end close friends were incluled on the rosters,
whereas some members actually worthy of recognition were left off of
the rosters, There is no means to prove that worthy members were
omitted from the rosters, for unit commendations were given rather
than individuel commendations.
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Recommendations

In that the majority of the units in Bicol have been contacted
it is reconmended that, to give justice to the remsining units, they
be contacted either by units or by personal contact and en investiga-
tion made. It is not,however, recommended that additional units be
favorably considered for recognition since it is believed that sach
unit, deemed worthy of recognition, was given its proportionate quota

by ¥ejor Blieden,
q&@% e
R T L.

BORTON
1st Lt, ord
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Lieutenant Robert L. Morton, Gontact Team "G", proceeded to
the Bicol Peninsula to contast all known guerrilla units in that
region, The following report is a summary of the investigation,
end a few facts of interests

Geographigal Dats

The Biecol Peninsula is located om the southernmost tip of
Lugon, 120 Iurn:} 30 minutes longitude and 140 degrees latitude,
d s name: "
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whose >
and lumbering, The most important eities of the Bicol are:
legaspi, Albay, the capital of Albay and the most important porty
Sersogon, Sorsogon, the capital of Sorsogonj Nega, Camarines
Sur, the capital of Camarines Sur; end Daet, Camarines Norte, the
eapital of Camarines Hortes

ZIzsmportation

The best mode of trensportation to Bieol from Central Luson
s by air, There is a landing #1014 at Legespi, Albay, large
uhndylmnulmlul—u'l. By 4t takes approxi=
toor fifteen ninutes from Mmila to Legaspl, It is

e of transportation, for pert of the trip must be mads by
truek, rivers crossed by bosts and the train itself is very slow
and overcrowded.

+ While in the reglon, trensportation is availsble from the
341t Infentry, 86th Division, which has its Legaspl Base Commend
L aneportation aay also be obtained fron the
W1 Police Commend at Legaspie Cdvilian trensportation {s
available through the Alateo Bus lines, but again this too 4s &
very mode of tione in the area ere pagsabl®
but ¢! l"’-“"”!""“‘“"":""‘“'m-mw.-
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Camarines Hories

Gompupications

Gommnicstion by radio is available through the Legaspi Base
Command, 3ilst Infamtry, 86th Division, and also at the Militery
Poldce Commands at Legaspi, Albay, Faga, Gamarines Sur, and Daet,
Camerines Norte, Nessages may be sent and received from these

don by teleph sts only within the 86th
Area Commend, snd the Military Folice Commands, but 1t is impossible
%o commmicete from one city to another,

Adr courier service is available through the @6th Division
Arvea Command, but unrelisble for mo striet schedule s followed.

History end Activities

On 12 December 1941, the Japanese landed st Legaspd as the
starting point for their southern prong which wes to push northe
vard and join forges with those which landed slong Lemon Bays st
of the loyal inhabitents of the citles, towns, and barrion took to
Wandering remnants of escaped ungurrendered US.

ve o the
trouble; but gradually lack of funds and supplies hampered their
getivitiss, The primery activities of the unite were to preserve
law and order, encourage food produstien, intelligence, sabotage,
and harrassithe enemy, Engagements with the enemy were negligible
in that there were but few weapons in the regions Several small
units dommed the guise of loyal guerrillas for the purpose of
banditry and to foree tribute frem eivilians,

The first, mmmnmmu-mutohnmu

the Bicol region was on 18 1941 1n 4

by Lt Wenceslao Q. Vinsons, former governor of the province, This

foree of ebout 100 mon Jspanese garrisens throughout

Jamuery to July 1942, their most notsble expleit be: a three=

2ay assault on the provincisl eapital of Dast, 30 April 1942, whish
the town with 5
d froi

to the Japanese pr o
mm-munmuoqmgmunuum 4
disbanded, w}:m—uxﬂumymmtm
«e»“umumlw,mvummummw

Jepanese, Fransisco s (alias Turko), vho was Vinsons?
assistant, took over the command, @md although Bosyes appears to have
been a fearless gang leader and wes ame of the bost known anti-Jepanese

he was also and unruly, His unit begame
bandits csused as much trouble for the inhabitants of Bieel

apanese.
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the Japanese were freed,

On 24 Vay 1942, Flor with peveral of his officers was per=
suaded by General Franciseo, them commender of the puppet Buresu
of Constebulary, to surrender. Teofilo B, Padus took over the
command of the unit, but the unit does mot sppear to have been .
very active against the Japsnese under his comtrol, Flor escaped
prison and organised another guerrilla unit in Albay, but the
activities of this unit were slight and with very little resistance,

Onme of the largest disputes in Bicol was the question as to
who should comsend the 5th ¥ilitary District, Lt Col Zabat of
Albey, Major Lapus md Governor Escudero of Sorsogon, all elaim d
to be the Military Commender, but Zsbat was more successful than
the others. Zabst tried to unify the guerrilla unite in Bicel
and, on peper, he was successful, for he had the 5lst, 52nd, 53rd,
S4th, 55th, 56th, 59th, and G0th’ Infantry Regiment under his
commnd, But as far es activities are concerned the greater
portion of these units operated These unite
Zabat as Hilitary Commander only becise of the threats from Zabat
but no authority wes ever granted,

There were & few disputes among the guerrilla leaders, the
most outstanding being that between Lapus and Lecudero. The exact
reason is unknown, but it is believed that the dispute w chiefly
caused by both leaders wanting to claim control of guerrilla units
in to ani

regime, Other units having confliets were the units of Jusn Q.
¥irenda and Prancisco D. Boyaes (Turke), but the reason for their
eonfliet is questionable,

A great nuwber of women sre considered es guerrillas by the
unit comnenders for Zabst had issued orders on 24 December 1943 in
effect that "all sble bodied female residents of the tosn between
the sges of 18 and 45 are hereby drafted into the service of the
Women c0.* The purpose of the Women Auxiliary
Serviee was for administration snd supervision of the ¥edical Corpe,
ot ete were . (See Inol 1)

THE ARRIVAL OP UNITED STATES FORCES

At the tine of the landing of the 158th Regimental Combat
4% Legaspt, Albay, 1 April 1945, the leaders of the various
1la orgenizations oprating on the Blool Peninguloe clsimed
nusbers of persenrol Were members of their groups and
Sorts o Gentmane, o hore e ey There TS shafLLotine
were g
them. Each guerrilla 3 = Jetuatey

E
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commender was asking for the recognition of as many men as he
could mster, thus hoping to gain for himself a higher rank.

In accordance with previous reports, Lt Col F, B, Thompeon
and Major Blieden, S-2, 158th ROT, devoted their entire time
to solving the guerrilla problem, After investigation of the
several units, each was allotted the strength that it would submit
for it Each then ed his
to conform with that number and reorgenized it under Philippine
Army T0/E 5, which was the latest T0, available to them, The
units were recognized by the Sixth Army on the recommendation of
the aforementioned officers, and these units have hence ‘been pro-
cessed in the "Bicol Brigade."

The leaders were then told that no more recognition of any
unit would be made., Upon hearing thisp much of the elamoring
for further recognition diminished. However, the leaders were
not completely satisfied but they accepted as fact the statements
of ol Thompson and Maj Blieden that there would be no more

The units d in the Bicol Brigade as of 20
Jume 1945 may be found in inclosure #2.

It is believed that from May 1945 to October 1945 the Bieol
Poninsula was more or less closed for don of
additional units, end no ection was teken during this period,
In Bctober 1945 the request for recognition of the Blue Bag

e was and the d officer was sent
to the Bicol Region to conmtast and investigate this unit, Thus
the Bicel Region was again opened for recognition, and as a result

approximately thirty-seven (37) units have submitted their request
for recognition.
. d officer has id the majority of

The
these units, and in his imvestigation it was found that the Sixth
Army made a wise choice as the mumber of personnel recognized from
the various units. The undersigned states "mumber of personnel”
worthy of ghition have been d rather than the "members
worthy of recognition,” in that it was revealed in the investigation
that mumbers rather than mames of porsonmel attached to the United
States Forces were taken and, when recognition was given, the
commanding officer of the unit concerned was asked to give the
nases of a certain nusber of the members of his umit, Thus, in
many cases relatiyes and close friends were included on the rosters,
whereas some members actually worthy of recognitien were left off of
the rosters, There is no means to prove that worthy members were
omitted from the rosters, for unit commendations were given rather
than individual commendations,
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Becomendations

In that the mejority of the units in Bicol have been contacted
1t is recommended that, to give justice to the remeining units, they
‘be contacted either by units or by personal contact and en investiga~
tion made, It is not,however, recommended that additional units be

for sinoe it is believed that each
unit, deemed worthy of recognition, was given its proportionate quota

by Bajor Blieden,
ld Lol

1st Lt,
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