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HEADQUARTERS ETIGHTH ARMY
United States
Office of the Army Judge Advocate .
APO 3L3 i

2l June 1945

MEMORANDUM: Report of Major GEORGE F. GUY for the period 18 June 1945
to 23 June 1945, Inclusive.

0z Colonel J. A. MYATT, Chief of Claims Service, AFWESPAC,
APO T707.

1. On 17 June I spent the day at Headquarters Eighth Amy in a
review of my liaison trip to in further with
Colonel Laughlin and with the engineer representatives of Eighth Army
and of GENED. At the conclusion thereof, I submitted my written report
on the Zamboanga trip to you. On 18 June I conferred further with
Colonel Laughlin with reference to a liaison trip to the island of
Palawan, It was concluded that a visit should be made to Palawan as
soon as possible in view of the fact that the 186th RCT of the Llst
Division, which had made the original landing on that island, would
shortly be leaving the island for divisional assembly. I endeavored to
arrange for a ive of GEIED to me, but was unable
10 do so. On Tuesday, 19 June, I £ portation
to Palawan and spent the amrﬁmn at Base "K" in consultation with
Major Younger in connection with the cases involving Sixto Reas and the
other cases which Colonel Tower had given me prior to leaving Manila,
It was finally concluded that Major Younger's office would make a study
of these claims and allied matters during my absence, and that we would
work up on them after my return from Palawan,

2. On 20 June I departed under letter orders issued by Headquarters
Eighth Army and arrived at Puerto Princessa, Palawan, ab 11:00 o'clock A.M.,
and reported in to Headquarters, 186th RCT., During the afternoon I had a
conference with Lieutenant Colonel William Rankin, RCT Comnander. He
advised me that a directive had been issued to all units in occupancy on
Palawan, directing them to furnish all pertinent information relative to
leases and occupancies of real estate and buildings by these wnits., A
copy of such directive is enclosed. It is similar to the directive that
nad been issued by Headquarters Llst Division at Zamboanga. The directive
Was issued to Navy as well as Army units. Colonel Rankin pointed out that
the Navy had requested him to “release" certain areas to them for occupancy

ses. He had had no infornation a8 to who was to do the actual leasing,
that is, the Amy or the Navy, and he wuld like to have clarification on
this points I informed him that in my opinion the leasing would be done
by GENED and that I would take the matter up with GENED as soon as possible

r my return. Colonel Rankin then made arrangements for me to see the
representatives of PCAU, Navy and the Philippine Provincial Government.
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3. On 21 June I had an interview with Lieutenant (S.G.) D. D. Corrough,
viho is Base llaintenance Officer of the Naval Section Base, Navy 3291, Service
Force, Lieutenant Corrough was then in the process of making up a complete
report on all naval buildings, occupancies and leases for submission in
compliance with Colonel Rankin's memorandum. He also advised that he had
received a directive from the Service Force, Seventh Fleet, asking for a
complete designation of areas and facilities being occupied by the Navy at
Palawan. There was no information in this directive as to how the leasing
was to be accomplished. Therefore, that question is still up in the air.
ILieutenant Corrough, however, believes that the section known as the
"Philippine Sea Frontier, COlf, Task Group Mumber 75" now at Manila may be
handlirg the same as a joint Amy-lavy matter. The Group under Commander
Kerr at Palawan is designated as COM Task Group 75-8. A copy of Lieutenant
Corrough's report to Colonel Rankin will be made available, and it is my
intention to pass the same to liajor Koster of GENED so that the leasing
of Navy facilities can be properly disposed of between GEMNED and the Navy.

my conversation with Colonel Rankin and with Licutenant Corrough, it
Was apparent that most all of the contentious matters involving these
leases and acquisitions could be settled either by GEMED or the collateral
agency of the Navy. Licutenant Corrough believes that some claims might
arise vhich would have to be handled by Army Claims Officers, and ultimately
by Clains Service. He cited the case of a DO-acre area on Palawan occupied
by a CB Battalion, the Fleet Air ling, and numerous diversified Amy groups.
He suggested that we talk to Licutenant . I, Inzeo, Legal Officer for the
Navy at the Port Director's Office. However, when contacted, Licutenant
Inzeo indicated that Liewtenant Corrough had full authority to represent
‘the Navy in these matters.

L. I then had an interview with Captain B. R. Garcia, Philippine
Amy, Bxecutive Officer, Third Battalion, 5lst Infantry, with Regimental
Headquarters on Mindoro. Major luyco, the battalion commander, had been
called to Mindoro the day before and I did not get to talk with him.
Captain Gareia stabed that numerous claims had already been presented to
hin growing out of the operations of the guerrillas on Palawan prior to
‘the liberation of the island, Iypical of these claims was one for (Bl,150)
four thousand one-hundred-fifty pesos for a sail boat taken by the guerrillas,
Captain Garcia explained that the operations of the guerrillas during the
period of the Japanese occupancy made the use of numerous native boats
imperative, He anticipated that thers would be additional claims of this
nature, He stated, however, that the 6th lilitary District of the Pyilippine

had allotted funds in the amount of 88,000 pesos (B 88,000) for payment
of these claims, lost all of the members of the 5Slst Infantry were former
Palavan and Mindoro guillerras and were the people who as guerrillas,
had incurred these claims. He stated that a board of survey had been
appointed in the battalion consisting of the €O, the S-1, S-3, the Sl
and the Provost Inspector. He stated further that he did nob believe that the
total of these clains would exceed 80,000 pesos, but thab there was a
possibi]ﬁ_t_y that they might go to 100,000 pesos. While there was definite
agreement in some cases as to the amounts to be paid, there were many instances
where properties were taken without any definite agreements as to compensation,

2
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‘There were also some instances where boats were taken or rented by American
officers, and I was shown one in particular where a boat was taken by a
Captain ihitehead of the 26th Cavalry. I am sure this is a legitimate
clain because Captain Whitehead's story has since apeered in the Cavalry
Journal. This type of claim would of course have to be processed by a
clains officer, and ultimately to Claims Service. The "Palawan Special
Battalion," the name under which the guerrilla forces operated, was a
recognized guerrilla unit. The question of what disposition should be
made of remaining claims after the 88,000 pesos already allotted had
been consuned vas one that Captain Garcia could not answer. I believe
it would be advisable to discuss this phase of the matter with Headquarters,
| Pnilippine omy, in Manila. Lieutenant Garcia also stated that there had
Deen ing of shotguns, rifles, and other small items
from civilians by the guerrillas, and there had also been some acquisitions
of caribou end other live stock as well as rice and foodstuffs.

5. I then had a further conference with Lieutenant Corrough after he
had received further instructions from Lieutenant Inzeo with reference to
his complete handling of the Navy's interest in such matters, He stated
that up until that time at least, the Navy had no facilities for handling
clains against i, and that they would have to await instructions from
higher headquarters on this point.

6. iy next conference was with Major Alfred E. Smith, Junior, Judge
Advocate, XITT Fighter Comander, and with lMajor Nabhan W. Garfinkle,
Claims Officer, XIII Fighter Command. These gentlemen advised that no
claims had as yet been received by their organizations under AR 25-25,
and that it was their expectation that if any such claims were received
they would be snall in mmber. They did not believe that the claims
situstion within their comnand would regire any special assistance from
Clains Service,

. Interview was then had with First Iieutenant Richard B. Appleton,
01308905, Infantry, Legal Officer of PCAU No. 12, then attached to 186th
ROT. Lieutenant Apploton had been designated as the Claims Officer for

the Amy for Palawan, and he has already received and processed to

Clains Service four (L) claims under AR 25-5. He anticipates a small
volume of additional claims under AR 25-25, but believes that the greatest
volume of such items will come from occupancy and leases and will be matters
for disposition by GENED, He estimates that there may be ss many as a
‘thousand of such occupancy claims. He was then superintending the assembly
of the reports from the various Amy units called for by Colonel Rankin's
memo heretofore referred to, At the time of my departure from Palawan on
Saturday, 22 June, 1945, organizations hal submitbed reports and 10 vere
still to come in, These reports will all be forwarded to Headquarters

llst Dn.vlsiofl, and will then be referred to the branch office of GENED

now functioning at Zamboanga. Captaln James Barnes of that office will
vefer any matters that are truly and properly "claims matters," to Claims

3
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Service, direct, or to our representative at Zamboanga if we have one.
Tdeutenant Appleton then made arrangements for an interview by himself
and Licutenant, Corrough with G. B. Abordo, the provincial governor of

Palawan.

8. On Friday, 22 June, the interview was had with Covernor Abordo
at Puerto Princessa. I first explained to hin the set-up for the handling
of claims in this theater, and then explained the functions being discharged
by Lieutenant's Appleton and Corrough for the Amy and Navy respectively.
I explained further that it had been arranged thab Lieutenant Appleton
might remain behind with the PCAU unit after the Llst Division elements
departed, for the purpose of functioning as claims officer for the Amy for
211 matters of a claims category. Colonel Rankin was issuing an order
appointing Lieutenant Appleton Claims Officer, and it is my intention to
arrange with Head X Corps for L Appleton to be appointed
Clains Officer by them following the departure of the 186th RCT on or about
1 July. At that time, PCAU 12will pass to the control of the X Corps.
The Governor was gratified to learn of these arrangements, as he said he
had had several imquiries from civilians pertaining to clains mabters and
that he had been completely in the dark as to just how these claims
matters should be processeds Lieutenants Corrough and Appleton then
explained the necessity of obtaining accurate information in the way of
legal descriptions, true ovmers, etc., of the properties being occupied
both by Army and Navy. Arrangements were then ompleted for Lieutenants
Corrough and Appleton to work with the provincial engineers and with the
provincial land and property office to obtain the most accurate information
possible on these items. These further details will be made available to
GENED through Hpadquarters Llst Division.

CONCLUSIONS

9. Trom my survey of the situation at Palawan, it would appear that
the greatest need there is for attention of GENED. The great volune of
itens there pending are purely leases and occupancies, and I do not believe
that the volune of items that are purely “claimst will be large; however,
there will be a sufficient volume of such claims to justify attention by

a representative of claims service, AFWESPAC, at some time in the future.
1y investigation confirms my previous opinion that an officer of Claims
Service, AFWESPAC, should be detailed to Headquarters Eighth irmy on
‘temporary duty for duty at Zamboanga. From that point he could properly
service the situation at Palawan,
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10. 1iy survey at Palawan confimed the previous conclusion arrived
at with reference to the detailing of a Claims Service officer for duty
with Headquarters klst Division at Zamboanga; in fact, the situation at
Palawan simply reinforces that conclusion because thatb situation presents
a small tut additional volume of claims for such Claims Service officer
at Zanboanga,

FURTHER PLANS

11. In view of the natters uncovered both at Zamboanga and Palavan
with respect to the need for attention by GENED, and with respect to the
situation presented by the guerrilla claims, and with Tespect to the
GENED overall situation, I have concluded that it would be advisable to
g0 to lanila before making the survey trip to Mindanso. Ihis will cnable
ne to contact GEMED and the Philippine Army Headquarters, and to outline
o you eneral plan, and to request the imediate assigment of o
officers and twoenlisted men for temporary duty with Eighth Amy. One
of these "teams* can immediately go to Headquarters 4lst Division, and
the other team can accompany me to Mindanao. It is also anticipated mat
a team from GENED will accompany us to Mindanao. Full details of all o
these matters will be discussed with you in Manila,

Srome Touy,

Major, Cavalry
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ARMY OF ’I'HE UNITED STATES OF ABRICA
PINE COR]
OFFICE OF l’HE coMuAlmmB OFFICER
IN THE FIELD

17 July L3

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Received from ¥7. !. 4 Kerson the following
for use of the AUSA, at Brooke's Point, balawan:

1 No. Typewritter, "Royal"

NOTE: This typewritter was conédsested by kr. VI.Kerson
from Chinese Pifiga of Balabac, Palawan.

EUILIO T
3rd Lisutanunt (Inf) Ausa
Commanding Officer
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t ho had been
omplo; salvage companies in the Fhilippine Jslands
from 1937 to 9 December, 1941, and had acquired experience in demoldtion

ALEXANDER M. SUTHERLAND - 85th Station lospital, A.P.0.923,

. ALEXUIDER M, SUTHERLAND testified that he served as an indspendent
7y at Brooke's Folnt, Palawan, from My, 1935 wntil August, 1944;
that prior to 17 October, 1542 tiere was no organized guerilla force

pre was unsuccessful in obtaining transportation,
Mr, Kerson remained l\:.vokn'l Foltnt untdl August, ::U‘, and took an active
in

part minieipal t, and a
force. Mr, Kerson was designated as (hief of the Cuerillas in Southern

and spent a good deal of his in obtaining food for the soldiers,
B ewon tnormed e, Sutharisnd o

doing work and salvage work on the "3, Kerson indicated

that his salary had been 450 pesos per monf still
him a certain amount of back pay. Mr, rland stated that kr. Kepson

e man umwnv:lmmn ved roaf

- WILLIAM N. WIGPIELD, JR, - Camp Ascob, A.P.0. 923,

WILLIAM N, WIGFIELD, JRy, stated that he arrived in the
s on 20 Hovenber, 19} 3
’ o o Ttaier7kh 18 & eaber of the 27tk Boab Oroup,

! Jaterial Squadron, which was' part
Decmi0ob Group, arrived'at kindoro, s & reury o't Luvaticn of Mo
e o s Tttt T A e
& in Auguet, 1

P"‘"_;u-_'l”' hﬂu\hhnm.ru-hn:n:ﬁhm;um
were WL Yona Taivo Kerson was in tharge of astivities in Southem

» During te 1atter jart of March, 1943. M. Ferse i ey
::,,‘":-‘-'m Palavan to help wnib: the forees. From dme, d90y
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(Continued - Summary of Pvt. Wigfield's statement) Authority AND €530 75

to Docember, 1943 Prl'lhw travelled around Cuyo, Tablas, Panay
and Cagyancillio in

e was
had organized the guerillas at nraob'- Point in 1942, Mr. Kerson told
TWigtield that he was doing this work voluntarily, and Wigfield never heard
In- Kerson claim Mr. Kerson spent most of his time
Pvt, Wigfield believes that Mr. Kerson

obtaining
ll honest and sincere.

Private ROBERT T. JOHNSTON, JR. - Camp Aseot, A.P.0. 923.

ROBERT T. JOHNSTON, Jr., testified that during lay, 1982, he arrived

in Cuyo, Province of Palawan, Philippine Islands, as a member of the 48th

interiel Squadron. The unit had boen forced to flee from Trom Nmers 8 & result

of the Jap invasion, The unit had disbanded and escaped to the hills.

Prt, .kahn.un escaped to Cuyo and remained there wntil September, 1942,
nmmorm--wmm»mm-nnru-nuum

e ] Falawan who had organized guerilla activities against the

org: Ja,
In Narch, 193, Joknston et Kersen in Northern Falawan shere they discussed
Korsons' activities in Southern Falawan, Johnston gathered from what Mr.
Kerson told hinm that Kerson's services were being voluntarily performed, and
that he, Kerson, had come to Northern Palawan to help unite the guerillas

and t% help liberate American prisoners at a Jap prison camp nearby. In
Jarch, 1943 Kerson returned to Southern Falawan, and Johnston returned to

Cuyo, and from april, 1943, Johnston never again heard of Kerson or his activi-
ties,

Major CLAUDE E. FERTIG - Allied Geographical Section,AP0 923,

Major CLAUDE E, FERTIG stated that he is an intelligence officer wi
iphical n, AP0, 92:. that from February, 1942 to o

Mareh, the 6th Military District at Panay,

Filippine Islands, which District ‘Laelued Palemmne ' In 1942 he learned mn
the "S.5.Panay", which had been sunk off Maricolom Bay, Island of Negro
vedsa Koreon was emloyed tere n som capacttys'A
eonsiderable amunt of guns, ammunition and combat materiel were salvaged.
He has no knowledge of vho enployed Kerson or his rate of pays

S (48) VRATAX TS GARMIR, » Aiiod Goograshioal Geotion, AP0 923.

LT (Jg) WILLIAM DE CARBONEL aluﬂad in substance as nuo'. From
193 to September, 194k, he resided in the Philippine Islands and worked in
the mining He uve'; in Northern
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e R AND$8307 %
(Continued ~ Sumary O Lt Dé Carbonel's statement)
As Staff seerstary 1o ol Peralta, Lt. Do Carbonel. chocked the reprts
subaitted

s But never saw any rejorts of guerilia activities
lu-lﬂdbl’.wnh'd.. Feralta.

Captain THOMWAS Wo JURIKA - G@R-PS-G/F  AP.0. 500
' Captain THOMAS  JRIA stated that Yes Kerson vas hired by
c-pw.na.a.nm.-u- ilisn employee for the U.S.Arey. There wes a
tuted by Col. J.D. Cook, ccomanding the Cobu Advance Quarter—
Comanding the

Pvp-t Gen
freoel ey gty bogponcr g stodfoadlion ey
eaployed to tdon

Colonel ED:ARD M. GRIMI - ll.hrﬁﬂo-..ka?-n.'ﬂ.

oaumml.mmumﬁn-.hwnmuqn.m
U.!-Ar'hkhlﬂit-r wag declared, and his job neutraliging
adnes in ﬁnnwvum. DH.XNI‘.WM‘&'“
salvage work on the ".8.5.Panay", —-uu-mum,bnm-
Cebu surrendered to u- nr-u-numu working for the
wumhﬁmmm.»ﬁl.lﬁu.

|SECRET
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Gontinued from 10, Findings - on Report of Claiss Officer.
DE!

il 4

From 1937 te 1929, the claiment was omyloyed by various mining

s in the Ialanda, and acquired experionce in explosives
d desolition work, Prom March, 1940 untdl & December, 1941, the claimant
enployed by the s Manila, Philippine Yslands,
formed various salvage operaticns for the comuny in Manila, Negros

|

getd
%

and o noutralize sea ulues in waters swrrowading the Island of
From § Uecenber, 1941, wntdl 6 Janwary, 192, e claimant performed demoli~
ton wrk in Cobu for the U.5.Aray, and also supervised the construction

of several thousand hand grenades.

0n 6 January, 1942, General Simrp, U.8,Aray, ordered toe elaimant
to proceed 1o Negros, Fhilippine Islands, to doternine vhether the sunken
8.5, Panay" could be salvaged. It is not known whother or not this work
1 nvol & caj o Ou 1T Jarary, 1942, acting on
The further ins jor Forte, U.S.Arny, the cluimant mde a test
t the boat could be salvaged.
equipment

U
dive on tno ¥5,5.Panay”, and determined tha
elaimant was ordered by

¥he claimsnt received 90 posos permonth 4s per diem pay, Amng the main
d 5. ol

terial, ceveral months after the operaticns were bogun the salvage con-
:..‘ was taken over by e Visayan Stevedore-Transportation Company, but
e status of the clalmant ae 4 elvilln emloyee of the U,S.Aray remained

nged, 4nd he continued to supervise the palvage operaticns which were
completed 00 16 1y, 192, e claisant vas last known 1o bo vorking for
She Army on 10 April, 1942, when the Jape invaded Cobu.

In Nay, 1942, Japs invaded 1leilo and Negros, and
4 0 the diving
ipment v88 dsmantied and hidden. Tie clatmant received no salary from
o P’“‘ 19:‘11\:; )Licwmfk.m;‘ 8 per diem pay from 1 My, 1942, to
Yover, Lkbs T o received only 112,50 -
3 oy 05 e 1 dy 112,50 pesos as salary frem

ot i, 1t was 411 wity

. R 7 Appine Tslands, Om ) M.

aadaris a0 ZECE w ordered ty dajor Absede, & m:?u.. %
1uia 6adary o prosesd,to south Bortes and obiain ressession of gaay

oor i ton -for rusrillas, . On 17 October, 1943, the Claimang ang

and

grom 16 May, 1942, to 13 Augusty 1942, the ol
and renuined L1 hiding in §

e contacted




M. H.C. Garre claimant, arrived in
Brooke's nhl, ru.-n. Philippine zmna, -ddu transportation to
Borneo, an residing in

by using his influence wif
Falay

the guerilla forces
these services, the elaimant was not agting wnder aiy orders.
In larah, 1913, the claimnt vas designated s Chief of the Guerilla
Porces in Southern Falawan by Gaudencio K. Abordo, Governor of Palawan,
and by Pedro Manigque, Battalion Commander, IV Philippine Corps, Palmman,

During the period of time that the claissnt was at Brooke's Foint
held himself out as Chief o: tmo-uhrwmmzumpm-m
var

orders
signed his name as Chief of the Guerilla Forees. In addition, the

000 pesos to the claimant ss emergency scrip to bo
used in paying the soldiers. The claimnt established a system of patrols,
and furnighed reports to Colonel Peralta, Commanding offioer, Glat Division,
®! The claimant's

”rmmnmwlﬂwpﬂ-{hn mu ‘ut the claimant
Pemained at Brooke's Point, and contimied to wobk with the guerillas until
Septembar, 194k, when he was evacwated to the -m.u of Australia,

The claimant parformed all of this work in the belief that he vas
nuvzummwt&-".l.uw.unuummwnuxnm-.
Tate oF poy Wl be bad bom Thoxixiag hile emloyed in G4 Mivage spere-
of the 's.a.hnu“. namely, 450 pesos per month as salary,

sonth as per diem pay.

1 Noveaber, 1944, the claimant was employed as & marine i
for duty %o the Amy Service Comuand, A.P.Oe 358, This
was at the personal request of General Douglas MicArthwr, Iis
m-pm—t-u-ﬂumwpuwumlp-m, Alus
& bonus of 5233 upon leaving the mainland of Australia, Tus salary is
comparable to that which he received while employed on the "S.S.Fanay*,
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Jan. 26, 1942
BUGSUK IS.

To whoa it may concerns
This is to certify that I, George Davis, recieved
from V. T, Kerson, F15.00 for work in he field for U.S.A.F.F.L.

/s/ George Davis
«8.M.0,

A TRUE COPY:
[/ Murray J. Rosen

MURRAY J. SUN
nd Lt. Inf,

CERUIFIED TRUE COPY:
GO0,
A Mg

£.0.V. NELSEN,
cept. Inf. 3

| SEGRET

BXHIBIT » 62 n
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Received Thirty i% pesos $30.00 for passage

V. Kerson & H. C, Garretson from Cagayan ville to

Brooks Point Palawan

/s/ Leon Fioida

A TRUE GOPY: &
/s/ l\lurray J. Rosen 'TIFIED TRUE COPY
MURRAY . ROSEN Eé/ Vs [,
Znd Lt. Inf, R ER eI
E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf

EXHIBIY » 60 w
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Cauayan, Occ., Negros
April 18, 192

'rhl.e s to certify that we owe Mr. Fred G. Pfleider for
and lodging from lmrch 4y 1942 to April 18, 1942 inclusive,
for three men (Mr. Van't Hoff, Mr. Geritson, and Mir. V. Kerson.)

The follo'li.n[; 13 also seme of the charges which is unpaid
to Mr, P

3o 4 Balsaticau,

2 3Ix 420 lumber .

3. 2 empty cement barrels

hs 1 bottle cocomut oil

5. Rent of Bodega for-March and April .

6. Chickens n/u of Capt. Xaudaro .
2x4x10 1

ALL the above bills are unpald sccounts of the Visayan
Stevedoring Co. To Mr. Fred G. Ffleider for their salvage work
here in Maricalum Re; the

Total Billa 85 8DOVE vueeve.ovennennanss.. o PL18.66
Board and Lodging for 45 z.u, 2 of thies men at
P.9.00 per'day as par contra
(P.3.00 per man)

405,00

TOTAL. .P.423.66 -
I certify that ‘the above total has not been paid to Mr. Fred G. Pfleider.

r. V, Kerson
In cmme of Diving Operation
0f Visayan Stevedoring Co. Salvage Oper.
5.8, Panay at Maricalum, Oce.; Neg.

Uk COP’
i Je/ Marrey 3. Romen

WRRAY 7, ROSEN
: d L, Tnt.
& T4 I
g TRUE COF | 1
?? /’{ZL e e RE
2,07 NELSE
2. b, Inf.
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S E C R E October 27, 1942
Heceived from V. Kerson the sum of #20.00 (Twenty
v

Pesos) in payment of Transportation from Tagusao to

Tausan
(thyab print)

(His mark)

SED:

/s/ Klfredo Amis

orY:

TRUL coP
(
/s/ Murrag J. Rosen CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

MURA CsiN )

Captain, Inf

| SECRET]

EXHIBTY * 59



DECLASSIFIED
Authority ARD §€30T%

EECRET] wsow

TO WHOM IT MAY Cf

o the unde;

from ¥r,
for south patrol
abod.
1. Plo
2. lita
A og (his eross)
(his er
Ltnes

A THU ;
TFIED TRUE COP
&) i
E.0.V,NELSEN,
Captain, Inf

/s/ Murray J. Rosen
'6 RAY J (CBEN

2nd Lt

XHIBYT » 584



DECLASSIFIED
Authority AD £€307%

To Whom It May Goneern,

This is Lo certily that I received from

. 7. V. Kerson the amount of ten pesos (¥10.00)

4t in taking ammnitions from

{arhaban
by ¥ (eross)
THUE COPYs W
(
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CEBTIFIED/ TRUE COPY:
URRAY J OSEN 1787/
2nd Lt Inf, L /M.
E.O0.V,NELSEN,

captain, Inf

SHINTT 57



DECLASSIFIED
Authority HID £630T%

BUGSUK ISLAND
Jan. 26, 1943,

70 VHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Received from Mr. V. T. Kerson Comsanding Guerilla
Activities South Palawan, the sun of (54.00) fifty four

pesés Philippine Qurrency for the expense of the soldier

in the
/s/ K. B. Nayor
[ N. B. MAYOR (PAR,
COmmmuu“, Balabac .)ut.rict
And Tarusan Palawan Patrol
NEN/fk UB.AFFE,
A Uk COPY:

/#/ Marray J. Roeen
MURRAY J, HOSEN
2nd Lt. Inf.

CERPIFIED TRUE COPY:
AN
LW lly, .

§,0.V. NELSEN,
capt. Inf.

EXHIBIT w 55,



DECLASSIFIED
Authority MO £%307%

AW OF THE UNITED STATES OF A
GUERILLA UNITS SOUTH PAL.
BRUOKB'S FOINT PALA:

SRICA

pril 8, 1943

Rocedved from ¥r. V. T. Kereen, Guerilla Covmunder

South Palawen the amownt of 5,00 for subsistence of the
following soldiers and volunteers this da

1 Opate, F.

2., Pvts, (,h yabo, L.

3. . Abejo, E.

k. " Lasb,

5. B: 8.

6.

7

e.

A THUE COPY: i

/s/ Yrpgvs T yoRgpen CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:
2nd L. Inf. 270 e

E.0.V.NELSE
Captain, Inf

R
‘ [SECRET

EXHIBIT S »



DECLASSIFIED
Authority ARD §€20T%

S E C R E T Brooke's Point,
April 10, 1943

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that the undersigned have received
from the Commander of South Guerilla Forcds, Mr. V. T. Kerson,
the amount of FIVE PES0S, (#5.00) as his ration from April 4th,
1943 to April 15th, 1943,

/8/ Jose Espano

/t/ SGD: PVT JOSE ESPANO
PVT INFANTEY U.S.A.

=)
A THUE COPY: ¢
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CERPIFIED TRUE COPY:
MURRAY J, HOSEN )
2nd Lt. Inf. ',ﬁ7>/( el
E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf

|[SECRET

EXHIBIT » 53 w




DECLASSIFIED
Auth







DECLASSIFIED
Authority D EGR0TE

A 2Ty Lok
)




DECLASSIFIED

abons f = —
glis = )
Y
|




Continued)

e



General Form No. 3 (A)

Aborlan, Palawan Mareh No. 24
Municipality — Frovince - Date
RECEIVED OF ¥
Name. designation)
THE AMOUNT OF ane_peso_only > (P 1,00 )
(in words) (in figures)
FOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: Cargadois, four men from Aramaywan to Togpuan

Panacan, about 30 Km.

(Payments for subsilstence, services, rental, or transportation should shov inelusive
dates, purpose, distance, inclusive points of travel, ete.)

WITRESS

' /s/ E%gon Vicenti ’
/8/ Pedro Bagome Gignature of

ADDRESS: Togbuan, Aborlan, Pal. ADDRESS: Aramaywan, Aborlan, Pal.

e
READ CAREFULLY INS' TONS ON THE BACK TO AVOID GUSPENSION OF PAYMENT BY THE AUD]
10-290

General ¥YormNo, 3(A) = ~----
Tabon, Aborlan, Palawan roh No, 2
Municipality - Pro -
EII oF ¥, T. Kerson
Name, (Official designation)
THE AMOUNT OF F; tavos P__.50)

4 words (in figures)
FOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: Two bundles fish ¢ .25 centaves for vaind to
(Payments for mEui;me-, services, rental or Q.mn gﬂ.—
,h,;ld uhw inclusive dates, purpose, distance, andn point.a of travel, eote

/./ Quiano Dar Juan sigxnuu of Payee
¢ Tabon, Aborlan, Pal, ADDHESS: Tabon, Aborlan, Pal.

w——‘cnmx.u THSTRUGTIONS ON THE BACE TO AVOID SUSPENSION OF PAYMENT BY 1Al AUDITOR

il REDMBURSEMENT EXPENSE RECELFT
neral Form No. 3 (A) .-

2 ibo, Brooke's Point, Pal. Mareh 6, 1943 s TN
! cipal ~ Province - Date
RECEIVED (r V. T, Kerson
(name K
Five enty five
. AUOT O )

W;s As roLuG st
for our

7OR

, Bervices, rental or Lransportation should show inclusive
dhhﬁ“: inclusive points of travel, ete.)
ldl Moro (cross
ture of Payee
r.nm..n, Brooke's Point, Pal

DECLASSIFIED
Authority WD 530 75




General Form No. 3 (A)
And

rocke!s No. 21
NMunicipality - Province
WCEIVED oF
mms
THE ANCUNT OF (£_.25 )
n Tin u.m.)
FOR EXPENSES AS POLLOVS: 02 £ s n
Payments for or Lranspol on
should show inclusive dates, purpose, distance, ‘inclusive pou-u of f.nvol, ete.)

WITNESS:
/s/ tanipacan Moro ture o! w
ADDEESS 1 . Punang, Brooke's Point, Pal. ADDRESS 3 Pn-nn, Brooke's Point, Pal.

READ COGFULLY THOTHUCTIONG O THE BACK TO FVOID SUSPINOION OF PAYMENT BY THE AUDITOR
10-290

JE DIBURSEMINT EXPENSE LECEIPT

General Form No. 3 (A) £

Abarlan, balawan M e
—'(nuiIEIp-uty - Province e
HECEIVED OF Kerson
——lm) T (Geial designatlen)
1:50)

iM% ANCUNT OF _one fifty (. 1,50
(in words) (An rigures)
FOR EXFENSES AS POLLOMI: one [3 five 4 .02, sugar 8 10
oven chupas all in all
s for subslstence, services, rental or transportation should show inclusive

."mt
purpose, Mdstance, inclusive points of £ braved, to.)

/s/ Cirigeo G. E})ﬂ
Signature of Payee

ABORENSY ADDRESS: Bato Bato, Abalan, Pal.
IFULLY INSTRUCTIONS OK THE TO AVULD SUSPLNSION OF PADMENT BY THb AOITGR

10-2%0 s EDISURIIENT LI PSNSR RECKLPT
Forn No. D SRR 0 T R

aan;"l Palan 8, 191 No, 23

muxpdu.y - I'rovines ~ late) i

leXVw oF ¥, 1. Kersom

(n:;;) (3% do: tion,
or one -
£HE AMOUNT n vwords 1n figures,
w"'““’ A8 POLLOVG: _six (6 s 25 £

oR
4 subsistence, serviees, reatal or u-uupmadm Should show inciumive

faf
e iistance, inclusive points of travel, ete.)

s, PEFPOSSs kea
;;:;;."56: ano Juan . i %ﬁm of Tayes)

pan
Aborlan, Pal. ADDRESO:  Tabon, Aborlan, Pals




(Huniclipallitvy — frovince - uUate)
RECEIVED OF __V, T, KERSON | —~ — =50
(Wamo)

Lw {2 \, ﬁ E l(gmm guxguumﬁ

’ﬂﬂ: AMOUNT OF centaves
%m Vords) (4n figures)

FOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: chigl for subsistonce of our trip to consult
Major at C: on_off: u
Payments for tence, services, ren transportation should show inclusive
dates, purpose, distance, inclusive polnts nt travel, ete.
WITNESS : . Asi) Palawan (eross
/n/ (ise) Felicisina Pino (Signature of Payee)
ADDRESS : Carasanan, Brooke's Pt. Pal. ADDRESS: Carasanan, Brooke's Point, Pal

READ CAREFULLY INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK TO AVOXD SUSPRNGION OF FAYMENT BY THE AUDITOR
10-290 |

General P?n ::; 3 (A) - .az - _No.19
Brooke's Foint, Palawan Feb. 26, 1943
clpality - Pro = Date)
RECEIVED ¥ V. T, Kerson

(Name ) (0fficial designation)

THE AMOUNT OF *E-oggm (P 1.30)
in words (in figures).

FOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: 3 gnnt.u rice, 2 M, snd bunch bananas for gur

sach rice ea
s for subsistence, nruou, rental or tmlwmunn should show inclusive
dates, purw-' distance, inclusive points of mm, etc. %

(sipnturo illegible) Signature of payee
‘pmsh Punang, Brooké's Point, Pal, AUDRESS: Punang, Brooke's Point, Pal.

— 3 3 - .
ﬁ——“ @ JEPULLY INOTRUCTIOND ON THE BACK TO AVOID SUSPENSION OF PAYMENT BY THE AUDITOR

10-290 p (A) REDBURSEMENT KXPENSE RECEIPT
¥o. e
genersl n:z:u;' b Paleman_ - Fob. 27, 1943 No. 20
i fﬁﬁ% . j V. T, K
o (¢ OIFLEEaT. dostanetton)
Inisty senta L
THE AMOUNT - words T (in Iimx-u

PENSES AS FOLLOWS ¢ one
X Payments for stence, services, mm or transportation
ghov inclusive dates, purpose, Mm, inelusive points of t-rlnl, eto.)

fmesst (sww‘a‘“‘, ‘f:‘;im.

i




General Form Ho. 3 (A) -
13 Py Mo, 18
Municipality - foé
RECEIVED OF V.
s JNiame. ) .on,
THE AMOUNT GF P30 )
words, (in figures
FOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: chicken tonce of our trip to consult
Ma jor lt [ off
Fayment.s ence, services, renf or transportal d show usive

dn.u, purpon, distance, inclusive points of travel, etc.)
A Palawan (eross

"/o/ (ites) Perictotna Pino é s: of Payos
ADDRESS : Carasanan, Brooke's Pt. Pal. ADDRESS: Carasanan, Brooke's FPoint, Pal

READ CAREFULLY INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK T0 AVOID SUGPENGION OF PALMANT BY THE AUDITCR

HEIMBURSEMENT EXPENSE RECEIPT
Genersl Form No. 3 (A) . No. 19

um\u'- Point, Palawan Feb, 26, 1943
Ly - Pro’ - Date

RSCLIV?DLF V. T. Rerson

(hame) (Official designation)
THE AMOUNT CF ___one peso (P 1.%0)
n : m’ TE (in rigures)
POR EXPENSES AS FDl.L!)s: 3 gnnuu rics, 2 Mﬂ, and bunch bananas for our .
rice each

ta for -ubu tence, services, rental or tnn-pomuou should show usive
dstes, ,m-pan, distance, inclusive points of t.nv-l, eto.)
i
WITHESSY (signature illegible) Signature of payee
Punang, Brookeé's Point, Pal,  ADDRESS: Punang, Brooke's loin(., ral,

ADDRESS?
= Y INSTRUCT. 5 O THE BACK TO AVOID SUSPENSION OF PAYMENT THE AUDITOR

D Ci

A ) RETMBURSEMENT EXPENSE RECEIPT
No. 3 (A 5 gl
genert s Totnt, P i Y
pality = Province -
gokIveD oF __V. 1. Kerson
: g (Wr“ﬁm)
. _centavos 3
AMOUNT OF ——-{ﬁ!‘-am) gy

o Plﬂl-" AS FOLLOWS: one £ e
o B Paymenta for stence, services, rental or Lransportation

ghow inclusive dates, purpose, distance, inelusive points of '-rcul, ete. )

;ﬂ!*-'-’ 1legible)
2 (Su"m"mh--- Polnt. ADDRESS 3 hmuu, yi-%.004 an.n\, Pal,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NP $8207 %




21 Form No. 3 (A) = REDMBURSEMENT EXPENSE RECELF

FOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS:

ts for sul nml or transportation

Payment
should -hm inclusive dates, purpose, distance, iu].uh- paintu of travel, ete.)
WITNESS

(sz;nnun 11legible) é-[ Bernabe Solita
ADDRESS: Brooke's Point : gnature of Payee

m Br.obl'l PoLnt Pal.

10-290
HEIMBURSEMENT EXFENSE RECEIPT
mmrmlo.zu) --ea
ke's Point wan Fob, 17, 1 No, 16
X i%thy = Province - rr_"J‘Jﬂ‘u
RECBIVED OF V. KERSQN

{officlal designation)
HE AMOUNT OF five pesos
in viords, § figures

for so. s
s for subsistence, s ces, rent or transportation should show inclusive
dstes; purpose, dlstance, M\la!.n points of travel, etc.

WITNESS ! s/ H. Paslage
/s/ Pascual de la Crus Signature of payee)
i 5 ADDRESS: Brooke's Point

/ﬂs mﬁm INSTIUCTIONS ON THE BACK TO AVOID SUSPENGLON OF PAYMENT BY THE AUDITOR

M REIMBURSEMFNT XXPENSE RECEIPT

No. 3 (A) -
W’ r:ﬂ it Feb, 17, 1 Mo, X
%Wrm—'—l-—ﬂl. s
TVED OF V.
RECE ) {GEFIeTAT desipnation)
itav as ..
ﬂ‘ AMOUNT o l% %; {in figures)
A8 POLLOWS : ﬁ%gm%u_mm
;ﬂ'l"’ ayments for ‘ces, rental or transportation
M" dates, purpose, dlstance, inclusive points of travel, ete.)
'8/ hw Moro

:ﬂ”;:" s1gnatare {1legible) . & t\u:'l of payee)
nﬂ"’

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁA &8 ION OF PA! BY THE AUDITOR

2077




2 4 e
DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND ¥8307
RO

(g;_-_u. S.P,
& ﬂ(.cm designation)
P 10.
(In figures)

THE AMOUNT OF Ten

£y 5

POR EXFENSES AS POLLOWS: Tobacco for THE SOLD;
(Payments for subsistence, services, rental or transportation

ghould shom inclusive dates, purposes, distance, inclusive points of travel, ete.

(Signature of payes)

Address: Address:

(Official designation)
(P 10,00

AMOUNT F ten _pesos
HE Tin vords) Tin figures
FXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: ?& for hiring a cumpit from Brooke's Point
FOR at_a distance of 2s_ro trip
s for subsistence, services, rental or transportation should show inclusive
{ ?ﬁb“.,gﬂm“' distance, inclusive points of travel, ete.)

HITNESS ) naturo $1legible) [s/ _Pascual de 1a Crus
| Payes)
Polnf

——
’ 7 t L — “!-b. A
oF Y1
gECBIVD — i TOEFISEA] Goslgmatioa) —
P 10,00
ANOUNT oF —-"‘fﬁ‘u ::'3:) Tin figures) o
" f don, cash Trip from Brooke's Poimb
to
, services, rental or trans) on
s 10 ®74 stance, inclusive pelnts of travel, ste.,
y

’gm,"" e A11sgtHle) Seb. Usk . -
B O — GGl
s Brook® ‘(. ¥ e . ADDRESS: Brooke's Poing




General Form No. 3 (A) E
Brooke's Pt.

i3 4 Mo,
Bunic Y - <o - Date
KECRIVED OF __ Mr, V, T, Kerson 8
T (Weme eIl de
THE AMOUNT OF Pive Pesos ONLY (B_5.00 )
(R PkrdaY T (Tn figures,

it for patrol in Isumbo to confiscate arms
Ffc, Opate & 4 soldiers & L voluntoers
Payments for subsistence, uervim;, rental or Lransportation should show inclusive
dates, purpose, distance, inclu=ive points of travel, etc.)

FOR EXPENSES I\B FOLLONS ﬂiru _of_lum;
ril 8

WITHESS: - s/ Lije Milusin
/s/ E. E. Alanis, Cpl. USA Signature of payee)
DRESS ¢ ADDRESS: Cagayan, Swlu

TEAD CAWEFULLY INSTHUCTIONS N Tii BAGK TO AVOLU SUSFENSION Of PAYMENT BY THE AUDITOR
10-290

REIMBURSEMENT EXPENSE RECEIFT
General Form No, 3 (A) s 2k

Brooke's Polnt, Pal. Apr.19, 1943 No,
— (sunicipaiity - Province .~ Date)
RECEIVED OF __ V. T, Kerson s
(Mome ) (08fLc1aL designation)

THE AMOUNT (FTeu Pesos (P_20.00 )

words) {in figures)
FOR BAPENSES AS FOLLOWS: For open market purchases for USh soldiers

(Paywents for subsistence, services, rental or transportation

should show inclusive datos, purpose, distance, Ancl\rivc avel, eba.

WITNESS: (siature illegible)

(2ignature 1llegible) (Gigneture of Payee)
AUDRESS ADDRESS 's Point
e
ﬁﬁ CARIFULLY THSTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK TO AVOID .U, No1ON OF PAYMSNT BY THE LUDITOR
0-290

u HEIMBURSEMENT EXPENSE RECEIPT
orm No. 3 (A) g

1 P 4
5‘;:::” Point, Pal, April 20, 1943 Mos lp o

dﬂu*’Y - Provinee - Date

RUEIVAD . 1. Kersod

rJf'"chLl designation)
(P 2,00)

ane
- AOURT o two _pesos (P 2.00)
7!

(in words) (in figures)
ANSES AS FULLOWS For Tobaces for U.5.\. soldier
yoR BAF (Fayaonts for eubsictence, services, rental or transportation
show inclusive dates, purpose, distance, inclusive point ofbtiruvul, ete,)
should (simetuse Sllegl
hl‘ﬂ“"s (signsture iXlegible) Sigraturs o1 Payee

ADDRESS: Malir, B, Point, Pal,

3
w0 T THITRUGT LONS ON THE BACK TO AVOID UUSPENGTON OF PATILWT BY ‘THE R,
e
290 - Dicy
/

10~ it




TOR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: T 0 for
ents nr subsistence, aorvineu, rental or trans-

portation should show inclusive dates, purpose, distance, inclusive polints of

travel, ete.) /s/_Pascual de la Crus v
psS (5_gnature of Payee)
/s/ H. Canstson ADDRESS :
ITOR

REIMBURSEMENT EXFENSE RECLIFT

General Form No. 3 (A) R
Balobac, Pal Vay 3, 1943 Mo A8
ﬂcip&#ﬂ.y - Province - Date)
FECEIVED CF _V, T, Kerson C.
THas) o Tgmtion)
QuE AMOUNT COF Ton pesos (P 10,00)
Tin words) (in figures)

A FOLLOLS & Tobaceo for the soldiers (word illegible)
Pay: subsistence, services, rental or transportation should s
Muulv. d-tn, purpose, distance, inclusive points of travel, ete.)

(81ignature of Payee)
m i ADDRESS :

TNCTRUCTIONS ON THE BACK TO AVOID SUSFINSICN OF PAYMENT BY THE AUDITCR

SEAD CAIBFULLY T¥

10-290
REDHBURSEMENT EXPENSE KECEIPT

1anNa.J(A) - "
GenoT | 15 Pb., PaL 10, 1943 No, 49
m = ey

M GETVED ¥r, V. T, Kerson Comdr, 5.8, Bal
g (Name) 4 (0fficial designation)
# __One peso only P_1,00)
gpp WO € — (i vords G figes)
OB AS j&: _Subsistence of patrols from 500 to Macagba & back
goB BT (pyments for sibsistence, services, rental or b"l.ur,ponnhiun should
usive dates, purpose, distance, imclusive points of travel, etc.)
»w Jof B Al‘in, Opl. USA Tsignature of rayes)
ts Pt., Pal. ADDRESS :

Brooke

5591 ———
W"m. mc' %70 1V GUGVRNGION OF PAYNANT BY THR AUDITG

[ .
M !/—YCR—‘Eﬂ DECLASSIFIED

L
———] Author




Jun. &y
uC:.IVlD OF.

THE AMOUNT OF

AS FOLLOWSs ruw nu nuﬂm for the mluhr- hm in Brooke!s Foint.
Pagmonts for subsistence, cervices, rental of srortation
should show inclusive dates, purpose, distance, inclusive
points of travel, ete.)

FOR EXPENSES

YITHESS:
(T11epinle) (1llegible) (signatire of payes v
ADDERESS:_Brooke's Podnt.

N THS BACK TC AVOID ISION OF PAYl

ADD
8AD CAREFULLY 1
10-290

NT BY TH

UDITOR

JeTI

General Form No, 3 (A) REIVDURSEMENT EXPENSE RECEIPT

Canipaan, Brooke's Foint. August 18, 1944, -'QA———_—
mueimlh, - ;mvincu - r;nu
SIVED OF _

s Lo KiR Civilian
(hamu (0fficial designation)
THE AMOURT OF _Iwenty-one pesos & eighty-four centavos P 21.8h).
In words figures
FOR BXPRNGES AS YOLIOWS: Payment for 6 cavans & 6 gantas palay for the subsistence of
Yhe Asericans justrallan boys,
(Payments for subsistence, services, rental or transportabion
should show inclusive dates, purpose, distance, inclusive
points of travel, ete,)

1TWESS!

Illegible Insanl (signature of payee)

\DDRESS: Canlpaan ALDRESS: Canipasin.

goneral Form loe 3 () URSEMENT EXPENSE RECEIPT
aafly o'y Point sgust 16, 19hk No. 19
%uw = Province - Date ) 5
s Ve T, Kerson Givilian
RIGET =y (Orficial designation)
unt OF Two_pesos (P 2,00 )
qp WO Tn words) (in flgures)
%5 A5 YULLOUS: Payment for fourteen and a half ,unha palay for subsistence

g BXPANSE of the American justralian boys in Brooke's roint.

” 'y (Fayments for subsistence, services, A or transportation
sh uld ghow inclusive dates, purjpose, distance, inclusive
points of travel, etc.)

QIS5 1i1agibie Illekible (signature of j

ey ADDRESS
CTIUN Hi BACK 10 T SION OF PAYMANY THE AULITOR

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NVID §830 7%

o UInued)




meral Form No. 3 (4) RETMBURSENENT BHSE RECEIPT

Bo, X

dvilian
(OIfTelal dealgmtion)
(P L300)

(in figures)

BS AS POLLOWS: Payment of 1 cavan and 4 gts palay for subsistence of Aseriean
\ustralisn boys.
(Paynents for s
should show inciusive dutes, purpose, distance, inclu
of travel, stc.)

Totence, services, rental or Lransjortation
ve pointe

T AUDITOR
A TRUE COP ‘;x
s/ Murray 7, Rosen it
WIRRAY J, ) }:R/w“ SORYE
2nd Lb,, I LSS A len
E.0.V,NELSEN,

Captain, Inf

EXHIBIT _52

BECRET



ete, Nogros Oriental
Py 15,1002

MEMORANDUM ~
Mr. V. Kerson

For your guidance und to aid in clearing payrolls thru the quarter-
master in Dumaguete the following general suggestions are made:

1. Always see that the payroll is made on regular Army form No, ).

2. Pay your crew only on the daily basisc set by Major Forte in th
initial payroll. The changing of rates and methods of paying will inte:
with amgy regulations and delay action on payment.

3. There is a specified daily rate plus a ration allowance for each
man, Over this there can be no change at the present time,

h. This period payroll from Feb. 1-15 inclusive was submitted diffe:
from the proper initial payroll and has been changed to correspond with the
first. Several computation errors were noted in the payroll submitted, I
4s readily understood when hours and fractional money rates are the basis o
payment. MNote the payroll returned and have it signed by Lt. Wright.

5. Your payroll for Feb, 16~28 (except for monthly rates) should bs
No. of days and daily rates.

» A days work as agreed with Major Forte was 2 dives per diver in the
morning and 2 dives per diver in the afterncen.

7. Everything is being done to make your present tesk enjoyable for
yaurulf and your men, If you desire personal supplies from Dumaguete send
a duly signed note. We will purchase and deduct from your coming payroll,

/8/ Gapt John H. Macon

CAPT. J. MACOM
cknowledged ¢
L el CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:
ON (Lypo: = P
18 e, .
B2 ST ARl B,
Cept. Inf.
1 TRUB COFY:
g Jurroy J. Rosen
2nd Lt., Inf,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND €8307%

[SECRET]




®
i | SE GEGRH

Ur. V. Kerson Znd Tt. Inf.
Maricolun, Occ. Negros

Iloilo,
April 7th . 1942

Dear Kerson:

As you are well aware we have this contract with U.S. Army
authorities, md one of the points agreed was to hire as many divers as
necessary to speed up the work and arrange so each diver will perform
two dives everyday on the basis of 12 dives daily per raft, that is,
if conditions permit it.

A copy of every report that comes here specifying the name
of the diver, time used while diving and amount of gear salvaged in each
instance has to be turned over to the Army auditors for checking up.
Included are the lists with the names of the divers and amount of dives
which every one performed between the datesshown on each list. If you
check up some of the names you will see that while some divers seldom
fail on their dives, some other ones take it easy and let the other men
do the work.

As you can easily see by the lists, in No. 2 hatch for the
period as from March Ath. bo 12th. a total of, 8 days, 88 dives were
performed during that time and should have been more or less as per
agreement 96 dives. On the other hand on hatch No. 3 from March 9th.
£o 12th. a period of / days a total of 48 dives were perform which
makes an average of 12 dives per day.

As you have on your payrolls more than 12 divers an effort
should be made to keep as much as possible within the 12 dives per day
per raft. Shown on ther attached lists and for the periods from March
13th. to L7th. and from 18th. to 23rd. respectively a A and 5 days periods

No. 2 hatch 33 dives, No. 3 hatch 37 dives and No. 2 hatch A2 dives
No. 3 hatch 51 divestere made respectively, which in both instances
well below the average.

7%

E
[a)
3

2

El

=

were a

That discounting sccidents and breakdowns, will, undoubtly cause [

some trouble With the Ay auditors about accepting our payrolls, so,

‘;’r ohe future please arrange to explain in your reports of any delay or =2

0

L tioulty in perforning the 12 dives daily,end also $o show on each diver
or less the same amounts of dives as the rest of them.

Will there be any possibility to start No. 1 hatch slowly before

h Nos. 2 and 3 hatches? If there is, please do so to finnish

more

innis!
you fw';rﬂ bad weather comes in, as we may still have bad luck and have
pefore o any bime after May, Y

a typh®

e
i that t| 1. abbt i 3
Hoping tuti i ;ﬁ Esmgi in excellent good shape, 7 remain
| el il O R.IAUDARO v

it e e




Telephone 393 Cable Address
P,0. Box 239 "Vistranco"
VISAYAN STEVEDORE-TRANSPORTATION CO., INC.
Main Office: Iloilo, P. 1
Manila Agents: lLuzon Stevedoring Co., Ine.
Mr, Kerson
Maricolm.

Dear Mr, Kerson,

Recelved your letter of the first of March & Captain Xaudaro is
leaving here tonight with the answer to your prayer. If you need anything
additional please let Xaudaro know & we will attend to it.

Ve are taking over the job so Xsudaro will explain everything to
you. Van't Hoff is also going down to assist you. He will work under you
& will take orders from you only.

Some smokes will be handed to you by Xaudaro, hope you enjoy them,

Should you come into Iloilo for a spell plesse feel free to came
out to the Company house at Sta Barbara where we will glways have chow, beds
& drinks for you & the pleasure will be mine.

¥iishing you the best of luck I am,

yours very truly

/s/

%

’mﬂoﬂl

b /s/ Murray I, Rosen
MUKRAY J. ROSEN
2ne Lt. Ing,

Captain, Inf 7

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND §8307 %
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EXHIBIY # 490



&C R E T April 12, 1942

This certifies that V. Kerson has been working
on a U,5. Army project at Mericalum Negros sinee January
of this year, He is remaining to recover and store
equipment .

/s/ Donald A. Amend
Capt, U.S. Army

A TRUE COPX: s
/s/ Murray :; Rosen CE ‘ i
MURRAY 4, ROSEN 2{5‘71@ TRUE COPY:
2nd Lt, Inf. Wl
E.0.V.,NELSEN,

Captain, Inf

~LASSIFIED

DECL:
Authority_ NND %8307%

SECRET]

EXHIBIT w48 u



Commanding Officer, U.S.A.F.F.E.
Oc. Negros

Sir:

I have been in nhnrp of salvage work at Maricalum since January
1at directly under the Army then with the Vissyan Stevedore Trans. Co., Inc..
On April 11th the Visayan M/V TRABAJADCR left Mericalum for Iioilo
expecting to return April 15th. Until now we have had no word from Visayan
8. T, Cn.
On April 12th the INNES arrived with instruction for the Military unit

" on April 13th (Monday) the Iﬂ.lury unit left Mericalum removing prac-
tically all supplies of gasoline, oil, ete.

v Ve had the rafts towed into the river n.nd eamoflaged but not dismantled
still hoping for some word from Visayan 5,7, C

On Thursday April(X8thpart of the Iu.ihary unit returned and it was
understood that work was to be resumed.

Ab high tide the rafts were towed back to position. We found soné
breakage in equipment end had to make repairs.

April 17%h, PJM., we were informed of the invasicn of Panay and after
consulting Capt. Amend, Lt. Wright, it was decided to agsin suspend opera-
tions for the following reasons:

No transportation for salvaged materials;

There was no word from Visayan 5.T. Co.;

Salvaged maberials might be captured by the enemy,

Men on rafts were getting panicky and it duubt.m]. if we

could hold them; and

We had no funds with which to pay labor; i

No. 2 hold seemed to more or less washed up; ond in

No. 3 hold th- guns (2.95) were so tangled that a five-ton

pull would not move them.
This time the rafts were dismantled. The equipment taken down. Equip~
prﬁl separated so that any one vquld have diffieulty in using equipment,
and all e juipment as well concealed as possible. .

Tho men have been unpaid since April lst. I am submitting a payroll
which govers the daily wage but does not include subsistence or the bonus for
aivers. can you no not arrange for funds to meet this payment?

We also request that you issue to us one rifle to be used in guarding

.Qﬂpm-nf-.
. V. KERsON
A 'll"‘“ﬂ/'s/ Murra‘? J, Ros

P EE TSEGRET ), *’“Nj’?““

knmm " 41 % captain, Inr



WINWIL FAR EAST

VI
QWARTERMASTER SUB-DEPOT
Bacolod, Oceidental Hegros

lay 8, 1942

\ To : MR V., KERSON
Maricalom, Oce. Negros

\ s 1. Ve are enclosing herewith duly accomplished payroll for
yourself and the men under you for the peried April 1-21, 1942 to
take the place of the time sheets which you have sent to this office
thru Mr. Pio Villoso. Please accomplish the following on the said
payroll:

(a) First six (6) coples to be signed by the persons
concerned. Flease take note that the signature to be affixsd
on the payroll must read exactly the same way as it was type-
written, i.e., Patricio Bilbao must be signed as such, not
P. Bilbao nor Patricio C. Bilbao. In the event that & person
cannot sign his name, his thumb-mark must be witnesses by two
signatures.

(b) The 7th and 8th copies will not be signed.
(e) The 9th copy will be for your file.
(d) Sign the certificate duly accomplished on the back

of the Bth copy. Eight (8) coples of this and the
original of the time sheet must be sent back to this office.

2, Please strive to keep this payroll as neat as possible.

3, Ve are enclosing sufficient number of payroll forms so that
in the future all payrolls will be accomplished at your end in the same
way as these were prepared.

/8/ Richard 1. Jones

RICHARD I, JONES
1t.Col. Infantry

U /cpa Sub-Deppt  Commander
finels.
A TRUE COPY: .
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CERZZFIED TRUE COPY:
MURRAY J., KoSSN 5’7}/ /
2nd Lt Inf., . (Zorey
E.0.V.NELSEN,

Captain, Inf

RXTIET



~ Base or Unlt

10 January

and

/e

Broperty — Vake, Tvpe, U.5. mmber, | Personnel — 3

__Amount, Location, etc.

OLYED . PAR 35(5) ‘and_(

Amount, Location, etc.

s i anens ant Organization, etc. ‘
i
SlFlED o307 :
Aud\oerW
R TRIVATE PROPERTY AND PIRSONS INVOLVED — L
—Property — Make, Type, Hodel, Persons — Nauc, address, and relation |

to incident, e.g. owner, driver, |
o bailee, tenant, etc.

_ DRVA g
Wexternt of danage, cost of repair, and, if pertinent, value before

after damage, value of salvage, ets, FPar. Ec(l) and 8e(8) and (9, AR

25-20 ang Par.

| —goVERENT FROPEIY
co

3b(1), AR 25220

— PRIVATE 7]

TR el T FER0 s

/d,;: natore and exte:

"tc. FoL. 8e(2) and ae(ll/

d

hysician,

Jury ling
AR 25_20 and Far. 35(2), m 25_220 41

4



civil or

4 g TE SCOPE OF OYIER!
Tas Government. person-  State basis for answer
nel acting within scope

of employment? .

[ Yes [ N

F In fraffic Cases - Direction of travel; speed; obstructions; width of

: voad; skidmarks; traffic siems and signals; traffic and
weather conditions. See par. 8s(19), AR 25-20.

In Vail Oases - Registration or {nsurance receipt nusber; declared

value; actual value of contents; fee paid; origin and
See par. Be(20), AR 25-20,
pa: (20)
o 8o attached "Pindings
i DECLASSIFIED 7
thoriy AR 863678

FECOWENDATIONS |

Tt is recommended that Claim, if filed, (Chock appilcable clamse): —
[ 7| Be approved in the amount of § ”

-

-7 Be_disanprove:
- [ Reasons for recommendations

It 13 Tecomended that this slain
roosipt of further -m-.&-m-:m" beyances pending

T S B
iz ToEE davs
Number and 1ist exhibits, including pertinent
port, repair bills and estimates, hospital, medical
Dbills, estinates of value, dimgrams, photographs, ext
Hons, statenents by clatiunt and witnosses, resistmaricy G 1L Togulad
olpt, and 1f possible, statenent by claimant of ccaptanse x-S U208 reo
anount, recomended by claime officor if mich amount 1o 1or, o 0Cebtence
of clain. (Extent of danags will dictate scope of snveptiney: u)um S
Thibit 1 ~ Order appodnting It m,_w
* 2 < Statensnt O A S X
V27 Swtesntly Qatmat - Veus Taive orson, " OfEiver

e 2

the claim, driverTs yo—|
and burial expenge -

» 4 * Prb, Willian ¥,
P mELN deads
T a8 ;&mnn..hu.. i
= Lotter from b, Repsy 1hikian Be Gurbona)
v goleer SURLL B wain G oy, \
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Do daluialt Narrasid, Governor,
rn Palawan - 28 August, 1944
1aVheE oo Tt Tarpes 1 Gagphata 1y
Officer, Sector D, PA, USAFFE = 29 May, 194h.
Travelling Bxpense Voucher — 25 karch, 194k t0 h May, 19hks
Statement by D.M. Jolidpld Merrasid,
Southern Palawan - 26 Mareh, 19hks B
Statement by 8. C‘hru:o, Mmicipal District Mayor, Brooks's Point,
, 26 Yarch, L9k
Bamamt by Sopiaia Lanri.u 8. Sayir - 25 yarch, 1944
from

1oL

Commanding Officer = 25 lnrm, nu..
Statesent by D.k, Jelkigls Mrrasid, 2 Jareh, 1
Inaceaniun oo a Lt L Ban Juan o VoT.Keraon = 23 Teb.l3his
Yarcel. San Jusn - 20 Pebruary, 19hke
‘. azenl an duan - 3 demary, Lok,
s to receipt of anmund tdon - 15 May,1943.
Ing (PC), United State

tdon
ng Guerilla Forces, South hlnm,l"l Aprid,

Jimtas of & mesting of the Givil Astivitiss Gomeittes - 17 April, 193
Tesorandun o k. roon fron Lajor Pedro Manigive, Bathalion
Gomaander, 1V Puillippine Corps ~ 30 Nareh, s
Statenent by Quadansis 5. ‘Abords Govarnor of Pelamn - 2, lhrch,
Statancat by Kor Fodro lanigaut, Batialion Gomander, 1Y Pridippine
foenflny o figricomy
Statament by Najor Pedro Manigque, Battalion Gomander, IV Philippine
fron Tyt ey Sestimicne! Serctite hate %
Letter from V.T.Kerson, vitieght
South Palawan, to Col.Peralta, Ou—.m:‘ e
6lat Division, 23 Maroh, 1943
Report from V,T.Kerson, Cosmanding Guerilla Auﬁnﬂn of the USAFFE,
South Pulamn o (ol Peralta, Gommanding Offieer
61t Bivision, 23 Mbonr 1o3 ding A
Joport from V.1, Kerson, Gommanding Guerdlia Aetivitios of e
South Pulawen to Gads Perelta, 0o ntisg U
6lst Divislon re; List of £ Ouerillas ot Bugmuk, m...,

vitde

.uxu..u“,,..

South Palawen to cul. m-uu o
51.0. Pivision Loeation of pos
forces

= 23 Mareh, 193, ""w

ISECRETI



Exibit 41 - B-pon. from V.T.Kerson,
Sou

N
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* 45 -
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" a7-
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G
. 52
P
R o
5 -
%o
s
58 -
5
s
6l -
62 -
63 =
" G-
. 65
" 6b-

depar
aenivit
"

gure of Lt. Rosem:
66 - Statement of Folkert deVries,

69 -

eu..mm‘ Guerilla Activities of the USAFFE,
th Palawan to Uol. Pzrau.-, Gomsanding Officer,
615t Division re: List o
at Brocke's Foint, Palswan -
Statenent by Givilianketivitiss Comittee - 17 Felruary, 1943.
Statement by 11 Philippine Yonstabulary soldiers - 27 Jaauary, 1943.
Orders for guerilla patrol issued by V.Kerson, Comcander Guerilla
Forces, Scuthern Palawan,
Payroll - sulvage crew = "S,5.Fanay” - 1 My, 152 to 16 May, 1942,
Letter from Lt,0ol, Riciard I. Jones, Sub-Depot Commander, Visayan-
dinao Forces, Quartermaster Su\»De,n\., o
o V.T.Kerson - & May, 192
Letter from V.7, Karuon to Comanding ¢fficer,
6 Lovtly 182
statement by Capt. uomm u my - 12 April, 1942,
Letter from Visayan el poriation Comar, Tnc,
Mr, Kerson - unda
Letter from R. Xaudro to Mr. v.-r.mwn -7 Aprdd, 1942,
Letter from Captain J. lhwn, VisayaneMindanao Forees, 0ffice
of the nm-unuux- Sub-Depot, to ke, V., Kerton =
15 Pebruary, 1
37 receipts for money e Iv X 1. Kerson,
iu-xp: for money expended by V.T.Kereon - 10 Apral, 1%3.

USAFFE, Negros -

~ 5 December, w.z.
= 3 Decenber,

" - '8 Apr
b4 % s A = 26 January, 1943,
: : : : = 26 Decomber, 1942,
" " "
" " "

-2
Recelpt for money expended by V. e k1.0 vt 17 Oot.ag,
Statasent by ¥r, V.T.Kerson - 1° April, 1942, %
Recelpt for money expended by V,7,Kerson- 26 January, 1942.
Ietter from . h-nnmu General, RESOS re; employment of

Taivo Kerson = 11 October, 194k.
Agroenant of m,—n. botwoon United States of America and Vens
Xerson - 2 Noveaber, 1944,
Travel Orders - Vons Taivo Kovson - Headquirters, Base Section,
84508, 1 Noveaber, 19h.

Executive Urder No, 21 by the President of the Philippines.
Bxtract of AR, 35-1320

The folloving tvo exhibits vere obtained subsequet %0 the

¥ire to Base

DECLASSIFIED
ANDEE307%




DECLASSIFIEp

Authority Ao 3,
_ ,, YIR/bncG
z AP0, 923,
BSJA 150. 5 - 10 January, 1945.

SUBJECT: Claim of Vens Taivo Kerson.

T0 + Colonel J. A, Myatt, J.A.G.D., Chief of Theater Claims Service,
A.P.0. 923.

THROUGH: Commanding General, Base Section, U.S.A.5.0.8., A.P.0. 923.

1. Submitted herewith in accordance with paragraph 10, U.S.A.F.F.E.
Regulations 1-75, 4 October, 194k, is the report of investigation covering
the claim of Vens Taivo Kerson.

2. Attention is invited to the fact that this report is incomplete
due to the unavailability of several witnesses.

3. On or about 15 November, 1944, this officer received verbal in-
structions from Colonel Fix, then Chief of Staff, to interview all witnesses
available in this area, in comnection with the claim of Veus Taivo Kerson.
Colonel J. A. Myatt, Chief of Theater Claims Service, subsequently confirmed
these instructions.

ke The report of investigation submitted herewith has cogplied with
these instructions in that all witnesses avallable in this area have been
interviewed and their statements obtained, However, two important witnesses,
Commander Charles Parsons and Captain C. J. Martin, who are alleged to have
personal knowledge of the claimant's services, were not available. Com-

er Charles Parsons, G.H.U., is on leave to the United States, and is not
expected to return to this theater until the latbter part of January. Captain
C. J. Martin ls at A.P.0, 72.

5. On 27 Novesber, 19, Golonel Myatt was informed of thess facts,
and 8t his suggestion, letters were sent to the above mentioned officers,
* ing their statoments in comnection with the elaim of kr, Kerson. To
zg‘."m Tesponse has boen recelved from either of these officers.
6 This officer has been alerted for assignment to & forward area,
*ynformed lir. lickwan of Colonel Myath's office to this effect. Mr.
m:‘,,,.,_mud the officen to submit his report in its incomplete state.
"

It is recommended that approvel of this claim be held in abeyance

w:'m-mn investigation, 3y
pen
tigation MURRAY J, BOSEN
port, of F ons Haive Kerson. 20d L8,y Inf,
gackt Fflatn e oebicor.

SECRFT b



9 December, 1944.

Colonal James A. Myatt, J.A.G.D.,

Chief of Theater Claims Service
A.P.0, 923. i oy
utho

Dear Colonel Myatt:

Re: 1. Claim of Vens Taivo Kerson.
2. Philippine Airlines, Ine.

With reference to the claim of Mr. Vens Taivo Kerson, I have
completed my investigation, and am now awaiting statements from Com—
mander Charles Parsons, and Captain C. J. Martin, both of whom are in
@ position to corrchorate part of Mr. Kerson's claim. On 28 November,
19LL, I wrote to Commander Parsons, who is presently on leave in the
States, and to Captain C. J. Martin, who is in Leyte. As yet, I have
not received any reply. Colonel McVittie, G-2 of kear Hehelon G.H.J.,
attempted to send a radio to Major Abcede, a guorilla leader in the
Philippines, in order to check on Mr. Kerson's activities there. How-
ever, he informed me yesterday that higher headquarters has refused
to permit the radio to go out at this time,

uxm':hmtmcummmcwmw

B9 20 2 Wh8 manth; ¥ ohl) mespmeg B panasd whbload b G4 L2

pore e LR L e i Skt s 1, oem
AuUsy who 40 presently a patdent in the 42ud Uensral Hospital. fThe
Sisim was FsSsived st Lhis srfice o 23 Nevember, i7hk, end i Scatacted
(alonel (ndrie; GhAar of the Medledl Sarvies &b the hosplbal, to securs
permission to interview Colenel Cumn. I speks e Uolensl Uundrie on
e telsphene oa 23 Nevenber) A9k, T Dessber, A9k ANd 10 DaGRADGF,
194k,  On each of these occasions, Colonel Gundrie has insisted that
Dllw" Gunn is too 111 to be interviewed, Golone) (undrie stated

onped inberview would y t Colonsl Gunn, and h
(Ao s Aol A o e Ll

I should appreciste any instructions that you may have with
d to either of these claims,
ogard

Very respectfully yours,

MURRAY g, ROSEN
2nd Lt, 4
Clatns o3y,



SUBJECT: Transmittal of Pay Data

™ + ‘The Office of Special Settlement Accounts
27 Pine Street, New York 5, Mew York

1. Transmitted herewith is voucher #143, Payroll for
Porsonul Serviees, acots Ernest Re S Slye Jre, cqt- FeDs symbol
213508, settlement in full for terminal leave of
Frojoet *J° Givilian employee of the War Department. Attached
o payroll 4s individual eerning record AG-XJ Form Noe 43s

FOR THE COMANDING GENERALS

ANDREW Do GRUBER
o D

Cap
2 Inclae hsst Ad) Gen
Incl 1 - Voucher #1043
Inol 2 = AG~KJ 443 (Qup)

ECLASSIFIED
AulhontVNND w8307%
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18 provislons of 2d indorsesent,
1y, 1 1.., to letter,
ct: ¥

ra, file 13
e s Il s L9kh,
o€ oyt
for tervie urther soordinatic e A
throt -2, this head 5 g
By Coms eral c
cl. 1 Chac
Y: [e/ Murray J. Rosen
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15D TRUE COPY:
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commnn/or

STATE OF QUEENSLAND
CITY OF BRISBANZ

VENS TAIVO KERSON being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

That on 9 December 1941, by order of General Sharpe and Colonel Cook,
Quarterzastor Corps, USAFFE, and Capt. Martin, Administrator of Cebu Port, depo-
nent undertook supervigion of demolition work and the making of hand grenades for
the United States Army Forces in the Far Bast, in Cobu, Fhilippine Islands.

That on 6 January 1942 deponent left Cebu by order of General Sharpe and
arrived in Negros whore he contacted Major Ford, of the United States Army,
regarding salvage job on S, S. Panay which had been sunk in Maricalam Bay. Upon
furthor orders from General Sharpe and Capt. Martin, deponent started this sal-
vage operation on 23 January 1942 and completed same on 16 May 1942.

That on 16 May 1942 deponent was victim of malaria at Maricalam.

That on 2 August 1942 doponent was called by Major Abcede, Filipino guerw
rilla loader at Maricalam, and given verbal orders.to proceed to South Borneo

and check on the guerrilla activity there and to secure arms reported to be in

the hands of natives. Deponent set out with fifteen (15) Filipinos and one other
American, Mr. Garretson, and arrived at Brooke's Foint, Palawan, on 14 October 1942
Doponent was unable to proceed to South Borneo imasmich as transportation was not
available. Also, no American forces had been reported there and Japanese patrols
were considered active in that reglon.

That from 14 October 1942 deponent remained in southern Palawan and assisted
4n organising and supervising guerrilla forces until he was evacuated to Australin

30 augast 1944,
The foregoing statements can be corroborated by the following:

Gaptain G. J. Martin of the United States Army presently in Follandla, N,
¥ T. . Bdvards, Mmericen oivillan, Brooke's Polnt, Falaman, '
flenry Chapin Carretson, American oivilian, now returned to the United Sta
yir. A M. Sutherland, British subject, O5th Station Mospital, APO 923
\ir. Robert T. Johngton, Jr., 85th Station Hospital, APO 923

poponent further says;

at as a result of the ald employment of doponent by the Units
That #in the Far East, thore is nov duo and owing the sald doponent i sum

”-;:;t:::_,ﬁou-md-sumy'ﬂavm Posos (16,087.00) represented by the followings
of




Yo pay was e
only half-pay (112,50 Pesos

1 May 1942 tolSlnlel @ 450 Pesos per nonth) 112.50 Fa-o-
15May 1942 0 31 May 1942 ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o 0 o 4 o
Remaining months of 1942 . + . .........,15000"
Entire yoar of 1943 . « o ¢ ¢ o s ¢ o « « ¢ « & 5,400,00 *
1Jan 1944 to 31 Oct 1944 « ¢ ~ o o+ o » o o o + 4,500,00 *

Per Diem @ 90 Pesos per month

1 May 1942 to 31 December 1932 o o s o ¢ o o s o 720.00 "
1 January 1943 to 31 December 1943 . « « + o+ » » +1,080.00 "
1 Jonuary 1944 to 31 October 1944 . » « « « « » + 900,00 ©

16,087.00 Fasos
Demand from the United States is hereby made for the aforesaid sum,
And further deponent sayeth not.

Jml@w_l&,mw

VENS TAIVO KERSON
%g zasngiunr Army Service Command

Subserided and sworn to before me o, (SA £ FE AP0 5o

s 2 ~/__ day of e » in the year of our Lord, onme
4housand nine hundred and forty-four.

> WP el
(ar

/

SN 0. 6.4,
%‘-’i Organization
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16, 1942 - Morning Q)

dive 1 case 80 Cal. Ammunition
" 1 coil Manila Rope 37800"
" 3 cases 30 Cal. & 2 colls wire

Return from Dumaguete

e 3 oo eautomatic rifle
0 cases 30 caliber
n B A%t hrom fam pump out - 1 bos 30 Cal.
order repair
2 boxes clothing
cases 30 Caliber
empty one truck and 4 coils galvanized wire

17, 1942 - NMorning

aive 1 Hach beam - Backet Robuol
" 1 oase 30 Caliber Ammmnition

u 2 voxes %0 Celiber and 1 ohicken wire

¥ I Amm tion B
R -
2 2995 tnoh sholl
R:place to Bate # 5

Afternoon

4 hospital beds
Pump out of order - replace packings
it rnl]. jdidckanisatict full basket with canned

2 ‘noxas 30 caliber - one box of Spare Parts Rifle
7, 1942 - Morning

one Hach - Beam

one box 30 Caliber

two boxes 30 Caliber

one chicken wire

three boxes 30 Caliber
two boxes 30 Caliber

two boxes - 5, 30 Caliber

DECLASSIFIED
Authority AWD 55 3 75

Atternoon

four beds

pump out of order

one wire and Bonel of oan oil
two boxes 30 Calibe:

one tools Box

18, 1942 - Norning

dive 1 Col wire and Robuol
" 1 box 30 Cal, = 1 box tools
3 Ponches 1 chisel
1 Scren driver
1 Plier:
di'a 3 boxes gg ealiher Ammniﬂon



February

(1)
(2)

1 pruw
(4) @ive 5 boxe
(5) s

atye - 2 boxes 30 caliber Ammunition
fuse for 2.95 shell
- 2 :502 fuse for 2,95 shell and

(8)

February

February

February

she
.95 shell

19, 1942 - Morning

welding wrenches

g 4 boxes 20 caliber Ammunition

e " 30 caliber
Afternoon
dive 1 drum pait

slesning asies
1 drum - 1 drum

nails
2 hoxes |20, caliber ammunition-1 box pinesppls

20, 1942 - Morning

dive icollo 1 rops (Mentle Rope) 3 "900"
iber

boxes zo oal;

@ rcpe e (one cuu,mnue Tope)
100(

" coll rope (Manila Rope) 2 'l
21, 1942 - Afternoon (2:00 P.M.)

) dive 3 boxes -0 caliber
Wiac i A "

mosom L "
moa m 5 "
22, 1942

Launch broke down. No operation-diving, Making

connecti on pump.
28, 1942 - Norning

overhauling
8. Carlos - pump
Poleing Packing
Cheng - Vaiew and ¥. Heng pump
Diver - no work

24, 1942 - Morning

8 boxes 2,95 shell

1 30 Cal, Ammunition
8 boxes 2.95 -

10 " 2.95 -

3,
4; men for triel dive
5)

10 boxes 2.95 = ¥

Afternoon

(1) B boxes a 95

1 drwn o
1 vox issiitnsguss




! 1942 - 3

Afternoon
(1) trip aiving
o 10 boxes 2.95 inoh shell
(3 3 n 2 95 u n
(AR e i a: o5 y
55 9 L6 2,95 n b
6) 4 & 2,95 n ¥,

February 28; 1942 - Morning

(1) Trip diving
2 hoxas 2.95 inch shell

(2) .'5 boxas a 95 inch shell

el e
Afternoon

(1) dive Trial - now men OK
24 hcxes fuse

) 2,95 inch shell
(PR e I T

" 6 " 2,95 inch shell

" 2 axes
(4) " 4 boxes 2.95 inch shell
(BY R a2 98 in il
(6} nilg Lt 2195 In "

" 1 axe

March 3, 1942 - Morning

(1) Trip now trail OK been up #5 Hach
(2) for exposition and loadi n
Xes 2,95 &nch sl

2 axes - Bulock Balbs 30 Cal. Ammunitinn
i 4 boxas 2 95 inch shell
IS 2
10 ¥ 2 95 . § "

1 box fuse

) 5 boxes 2,95 inch shell

Afternoon
(1) Trip - 8 boxes 2.95 inch shell
(2) LA B L e

l blancket

(3) Trial ncw “Zor the men;
bozos 2,95 inch snell
H box
1 Zies
1 "  ship lignter

gobruary 16, 1942 = Norning

(1) Trip of diving = 1 baskst Roboul
(2) 1 coil Manila Rope ;

(8) 4 coils # 10 wire - 1 ohicken
(4)

Wi
3 boxes 50 caliber ammunition " .T®



Drun ‘ant% o ooz glass Robuchs
S boxes 50 oallter Ammmnion
e o

N 30 (Y L)

Continuation for March 3, 1942 Afternoon
(5) 7 boxes 2.95 inch shell
(6) 4 " 2,95 " o

March 4, 1942 Morning A. M. (Continuation x)

(1) Trip of diving - 7 boxes 2.95 inch shell
(2) ® boxes 2,95 inch shell

(S} 6 intiales in o

(4) & m 2,95 * &

(5) izt a2 o518 n

Afternoon  P. M.

6 boxes 2.99 inch shell
diver gots tr

4 Tores 2:95 inon shell

1 vox

1 axe 1 shovel

(&) Tray to Guck big boat gets trial
(8) 4 boxes 2.95 inch shell

1 box

March 5, 1942 Morning A. M.

(1) Trip diving - 7 \wxss 2,95 inch shell
(a) e boxes 2,95 inch shell
9!

(4)1 €8 Crh st ok

axes
(5) ]. Dox 2,95 inch shell
o

(6) B boxes 2,95 inch shell

2 boxes

1 machinegun box.

1 box ship Lancher

1 box oil

Afternoon P. M.
(1) 7 boxes 2,95 inoh shell
W)

1 bundle Pen:
(5) 7 boxei 24 95 inch shell

(5) 'Now d.lvsr - 2 boxen z 95 inch shell was Mm
Hanap send A do diwe:
(8) 4 boxes 2495 inch shall.
aroh 2L, 1942 Morning A. M.
7rip diving - 2 boxes 30 caliber Ammunimg
{é; 2 chicken Lon
Lt HeZ\iry cantt pull-came ou
o1
(‘; .‘ﬁﬂal aive - 1 ammunition box SmpLy,



(5) 12 shovels
3 dmums of neils

Afternoon P. M.
(1) 1 drum otou

20 so
(2) 10 e damage clown’
{3} Tivox Telephcns Switchboard
% breaking signal
1 avam of naits
power pump out of order

March 7, 1942 Morning A. M.

() 1 drum of neils
vels

15 ao
(2) 19 s.hovel

7 nails burning clownt
(3) dry gaods baﬂly demage:

1 h r ammunition damaged
(4) & orums of nails

Afternoon P. M.

1 drun of nails
(2) 27 siovels .
axe heads

(8) 2 boxos 5 caliber Ammunition (Ldamaged)
(4) 1 eleoctric wire

April 8, 1942 Morning A. M.

(1) 1 drum of nails
E boxes 30 caliber emmunition
5pool Telephone wire
(2) 2 Daxes 30 ealiber emmunttion
doey
ox clips for emmunition
(3) 3 buxas % oaliper
0

(4) 2 P naills
Atternoon P. M.
(1; 3 boxes 30 oaliber ammunition

{i) 2 30 " badly damagcd can't use
i box 45 celiber badly damaged hurting myse
(4) 7 boxes %0 caliver Yery badly damaged only Shas lert
april 95 1942 Morning A. M.
1) B drumsof nails
{z 15 shovels

s of nall
3 i %:‘;mm caliher anmyni tion
@
5|
{é

a4 cantt
30 mner badly d““‘“ use
boxes ao csllb ammllnl tior

50 " bty danggey

"
"
bo:
"
"



30 §
3" Mortar shells
one part of box 30 caliber few destroyed
(5; 3 boxes 30 caliber emmunition one badly demaged
3 boxes 30 " "
1 coll wire # 10
(5) 5 boxes 30 celiber ammunition
(6) 1 box 30 caliber ammunition

Afternoon P, M.

Mg o

(1) 1 chicken wire
{z; 4 boxes 50 caliber ammunition
Bz on o3 on "

1 roll wire
(4) 3 boxes B30 caliber ammunition

2 " B0 caliber badly damaged

March 25, 1942 Morning A. M.

(1) Trip - 1 box 80 caliber ammunition
1 chicken wire

(2) 3 boxes 30 caliber ammunition
1 badly damaged
2 chicken wire

(8) 1 box 30 oceliber emmunition
2 Pinch bars

(4; 5 boxes 30 caliber ammunition

is 5 n 30 " "

8) " 30 " "
Afternoon P. M. 6 Trips -

# Boxes B0 caliber ammunition
3 n o 3 " "

March 26, 1942 Morning A. M.

(1) 5 boxes 30 celiber ammunition - 1 demage
Jone Raft to Getat.
(2) in Trip - 1 box 30 caliber ammunition
(3) mortar shell
4 boxes 30 caliber emmunition

Afternoon P. M.

(1) 2 boxes 30 caliber emmnition
1 box 30 calibor ammnition badly demaged
1 coil Menila Hope

(2) 1 Carton wash bundle and hospital towels

(3] 6 boxes 30 caliver ammnition

& 30 0 "

Bl e B0 LY "

1B YN B0, | ¥ %
stazell 7y 1943 Werulng ‘A, .

(1) 4 voxes 80 caliber emmunition

fgl5n s = "

2 chioken wire
(8) 4 poxes 30 caliver

‘bomb
4) 3 boxes 50 galiber aumnition
(#) 7 ro11 of chioken wire ..

5) 5 boxes B0 cddiver ‘anmunition
( 1 box



March 27, 191

)z re
1 coll # 10 s Te
(2) 4 boxes 30. caliber ammunition

(:5) Machingun part been lost found one

(4) 4 boxes B0 cali‘her emmund tion
mortar

(5) 8 bozes 30 nauber ammuni tion
1 roll chicken wire

March 30, 1942 Morning

(2) 2 boxes 30 caliber ammunition
chicken wire
:2% H boxes 50 caliber ammunition
3
1 chieken wire

Dbelts
Triped for machinegun
Afternoon

(1) 2 chicken wire
(zg 1 empty drum
(3) B coils # 10 wire
1 chicken wire
" B

2 coll # 10 wire
(5) 2 chicken wire
1 box

March 51, 1942 Morning

(1) 2 chicken wire
2 coils # 10 wire
1 box 50 caltver smmundtion
" 9 spare part rifle
(2) B chicken wires
5 coils # 10 wire

2 coils # 10
bed shorts badly S demaged
2 claw hammers
(4 3 chicken wire
box 9 spare part machinegun
® 9 machinegun
(6) 3 cotls f 10 wire

Afternoon

icken wires
(3] 3 Puiaics bod mests

thicken wire
ﬂ u # 10 wire
o) 1 ! 33?1"# To wire

-




(4) 1 box bad caliber

(5) 1 box with Radio and kitohen utensils

(8) I arun of nails

%' 1 box bigels Flag Razon blades shaving brush Bolos

Afternoon

1) 1 coil wire 10

2; Trial - now men OK for diving

3) Trip - Petruso got headache. Went down 100 ft.
afd got sick.

4) 1 basket cartoon all burned

5) 1 bex bed sheets badly damaged (18 pcs. good))

6) bed sheets badly damaged
1 drum of nails

(7) 4 1/2 drums of nails

April 2, 1942 - Morning
1) 3 drums of nails
2) 1 drum " "

(3) 1 empty drum pump out of order for onme hour
1 box medicine

Afternoon

(1) 1 box of axes
10 bolos elsctric tepe

small axe
(2) B2 trench shoveds and burning bed sheets
1 oil can and a burned Redio
{8) 1 box of sows
96 5/8 polts
(4) 1 box axe

April 4, 1942 - Morning,
(1) 1 box picks
1 " héney

picks L
(3) 1/2 arun of nells - preparing 2 big boxes
Autonatic Tifle
xes plok Mattox
{é} 2 boxes PELE B autonatio rifle

Afternoon

1) 24 Mauck pick
2 boxes bndly damaged
2) 1 box honey badly demage
5] empty basket - men got sick-
) 11s
5
6



ammunition good
danaged
ammunition

April 10, 1942

(1) 2 boxes 30 caliber ammunition
(2) 10 shovels i
1 box 50 celibor emminitlon damaged omn't use
" b
) thra "
" 3 "  badly damaged
1 shovel %

(4) 1 drun of
shovels uummg guts
(5) 1 drum of ne

oG

oil druns
(6) 1 box gas mask
Aftermoon

(1) 7 shovels burning boxes
(2) 3 rcll.s of # 10 wires

drill snovels
(3) 5 shovels
1 box 30 caliber all damaged can't use

(5) 1 drum of m
Tole of Telephone wire
(6) 1 bundle carton west

April 11, 1942  Morning

(1) 2 drums of nails
2 timber picks
(2) 1 drum of n
1 roll G
11 eutomatic 1116 magezines
11 trmnch shovels
1 timber piek strong Hal. shovel
8 axe heads
(5) 8 drums or nails
4 axe hea
(4) 21 aucomanio rifle magazines
drums of nails
(5) & #olls # 10 wire
)_ chicken wire
(6) 1 arun of nails
stony Hol shovel

Afternoon

aruns of nelle |

Hol s!
Et:longutio rirle mngezinss
drums of nai
1:
61115#2 HS hmh

drum ©

(1) 5

W

(2

ot

(8 2



(G of nails o
1 iron chair oaltick

April 13, 1942 -

Army ordered o stop work, Sent diver ?GW
guard line

April 14, l9dz2
Weiting orders
April 16, 1942

(1) Ceptein Aamond - arriving orders connecting
diving operations - Towering raft to Penay Tying
guard line. Base pump cut of order.

April 17, 1942 - Morning

Sba*‘ting operation, First trip of ﬂiv‘ing—tyins
e, All completed at 10:00 A.

(2) Olearing chicken wire and nails rmm op of 30
caliber

(3) 9 shovels,

1 coil # 10 wire

1 box spaye part fifle

3 axe heads

1 ammeno renches

2 timber picks

Clearing neil drums - came empty

22 shove.

1 exe head

e

Afternoon

(1) 26 shovels
exe heads

1 coil wire # 10
april 18, 1942 - Norning

fork stopped, only 4 dives - 7 boxes ammunitions,
4 dives after that, Moving raft to the river,
Stul‘tad dismenteling oil engine

Jpril 19, 1942 ! E y R
Tying all equipment Porft= L |5

spril 200 1942
goading ell equipment.
1942

1 4t stora,
bp Joting all equipmen ge in,

comp.



Started get raft all power pumps.
Raft was ready and paid men out

April 30, 1942

Started test, All pumps and towering raft in
hole # 8. 3.5.Pomey

May 1, 1942

(1) 2 Bux 30 Caliber
Tums of nalls

e e v
(2) Gﬁmror 2.95 inon fam
{8) 2oL .55 non Gden

ot mate
(8) Clearing sutonatio an. & vox Aray shus-
(6) 2 box sh
Celes W‘ll‘e

Nay 2, 1942
(1) ch Gas Masks

i nails
(2) ¢ boxes 30 cal, emmunition
ox Blanckets
3) Ri or 2,95 o
(4) Rigen 2,95 Gun:
(5) Rigen 2.95 Guns

May 3, 1942
(1; Rigen for 2.95 1Abfidhell
(2) Pole afete

(8) Cleaning Ahis Ap. ave.
(4) 8 boxes shus-

box bed sheets'

" 30 caliber am.
(5) 7 boxes 50 caliber am,
(6) M. Inspection

AALAISS Y153

May 4, 1942

(1) 2 sutomatic rifle
(2) Spare parts for eutomatic rifle
3) 3 drums of nails

(&) 5 Tolls of conflas cloth

(5) one operation table

(6) 2 boxes arhy towels

yay 5, 1942

-Cruiser opere stop work
§ﬁ§5 1/5 Mabene all day Stay in Bay
No divi



May 7, 1942

(1) 3 boxes 30 caliber
25 chicken wire
(2) 3 boxes shus-
1 box towels
(3) 5 sack of coffee
3 col. T. wire
(4) diver fall

(5) ROV FANN
(6) Inspectﬂc? Ve O .
May 8, 1942
(1) Rl for 2.95 Guns
(2) S
(8) seme
(4) seme
(5) smme
(6) seme
May 9, 1942
(1) Pol 2.95
(2) clearing ashes
(3) w
(4) 2 rmmd 2.95 Guns
(5) 4 drums of nails
(8) 4 boxes of bolos

May 10, 1942

Pump out order on do
Repair

May 11, 1942

on do Repair

May 12, 1942
1) Rigeowfor 2.95 Guns
cand

f

(3) 2me

4) Pol Wench out order
}chomprassor stopped
(6) 2 boxes amy shus
1 box Ded sheets

ey 18, 1942

(1) Poleng 2.95 Guns &p.
(3) 2 boxes of boles

(3) 4 arums of na

(4] 2 boxos 45 Saliper ammsttion
(5) Inspection

(6) Men sick



1942 - 18

May 14, 1942

Trench e i Y
(4) 5 2.95 inch shell Rl
(5) Annomy Plans ceme stop ‘Q@moad sy work
that half of day.
May 15, 1942
(1) 2 boxes amy shus
9 e

(2) B boxes B0 cal. annome Plans
Stopped operation

Afternoon Inspection

I was siok. Carry me out to shore order
to stop work

Mey 16, 1942
Dismentling all Ecgtemanm Aron to in Menuto
May 17, 1942
Same
May 18, 1942

Same

o

31y

May 19, 1942

7o

Same.

2,

May 20, 1942
Pay all diver order work stOp
I and Garetson Wemt to in Fiils o sréox me
I order 2 watchnan to take Cery iving.
Eqqteman pay $30.00 per month up 2 day.

MRy
YN ONAQ AR ape

e 0

(Bm&’g) ;
B
e i Yot o
‘”% Br s Fe Rl
. o T A
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OFFICE OF THE THEATER CLATUS SERVICE
i S Ja/an
‘_ : AdPu0. 501,
FEIC A-192 10 Wovoaber 1944, .
SUBJECT:  Claim of Yeas Taivo Kerson. : Awh  c oG
T+ Commuding Genoral, Bese Secticn, USASOS, APO 923, Ink...

Date:
o, Thero ere enclosed hevewith claia of Vens Taivo Kerson, file of
gocuments subwitted by him in support of the seme, and Interrogation Report
Wo. 167 obtained by G-2, USAFFE with respect to him, -

2. It is requested thut this claim, together with releted pepers, be
referred to a claims officer of Dage Secticn, USALOS, appointed by you, with
dugtructions to make & thorough investigation of the saues Information
Tecelved from the War Departuent indicetes thet & lurge nunber of claims of
this type now exist in the Yhilippines, end in view of the importunce of
this cleis with relebion to otler pending clains, end of the poseibility
that the entire matter may be reviewed by the Secrati of War, the iavestiga-
ton should be ap couplete =u possible in every detells Pull statements
ghould be obtaired froz vitaessos availsble in this theater, and the
neses and addves j persoanel no in other commands, as

5, who may Leve pertinent facts,
ehould te secured end ineluds:

3o T an lnforued whut Comander Persons, AuI.be, Gl SM.P.A,,

personally knows clainent, and oither issued sertain instruetions o hin -
during the period in question, or knows of the issuence of the saue, and
that he cau also furnish inromti_og with respect to a number of officera
who had oscasion to uee claiseni’s services during the peried in qusstion,
It is realised, of course, thet the iuvestigation wil) Zocessarily be
1inited in certain respects, and that it will not be ;ogsible to sccount for
claissntle ectivitles during the entire period involved.

i 4e It 13 7equocted that this luvostigation be expedited in every
enner poesible, and upon completion of the same, thet report be forwerded
;u.cr. to thie offlce In accordance with paragreph 10a, USAFFE Regulations
175, 4 October 1944,

Jo A, MYATT,
Colonel, J,AGuDs,
Chief of Theater Cleims Service,

1a018(3) Clein & related papers.
1'copy No. 1, I.R, f167.
g’?ﬂ-’ of supportiny pupers.

DECLASSIF gy,
Authorif 3

W07y




Auth. (&:....

oInit:.
Y JDate: Nov 44 . « o
Subject: Orders.
To i 2D IT MURRAY J, ROSEN 0132374 Inf, 24 Port Hq (TC) APO 923.

UP par. 6 USAFFE Reg 1-75, 4 Oct 44, above Off is aptd Claims
0f2 for purpose of investigating claim instituted by VENS TAIVO KERSON
(Civ.). = Proceedings will be submitted in quadruplicate in accordance
with par 10a USAFFE Rog 1.75, 4 Oct 44,

By command of Brigadier General BROWN:

Assistant I\djutan: Gcneral.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority VD ¥8307 5

DISTRIBUTION:
0ff econcerped (9)
JA
CG USAS0S

0 UBAFFE

TF

FO, Base 3
Hq Comdt
AG-Ree

EXHIBIT 1




DECLASSIFIg])
Authority AR

State of Cueensland,
City of Brisbanes

VENS TAIVO KERSON, being first duly sworn, deposes and
says:

My neme is VENS TAIVO KERSON, and I am 44 years
I was born in Finlend on 14 Nareh, 1900, I have r
only two years of formal edusation, one year
1908 - 1909 in Finland, and the other being betw
1914 in the State of Washington, I am a Finnish oltizen,
never having aequired Ameriean oitizemship, although I have v
served with the Armed Forces of the United States as a
¢ivilian employee. I am presently on orders as a civilian
ciaployee, assigned to duty with the y Servi: ommand,,
AeP+0s 358, and am awaiting tramsportation thereto.

B, oecupetion I un a meshenis, and have had considerable
experience us a diver in salvage operations, dnd in mining
worke een engaged in th occupations since 1910 end
am thoroughly familiar with construstion work, blasting end
various types of explosives,

of ages
ived

I have worked for various coneerns in Shanghei and the
Philippine Islands sines 1951

Fron Mareh of 1940 until © December, 1941 I was employed
by Luzon Stevedoring Gompany, Manila, Fhilippine Islands, and
perforned various salvage operations for them in Menila, Negros
and Lagun was employed by this company to salvage the
5.5, "Nogros" at Siguijor end assisted in the salvage of boile
ers, propellers and winches from:thet boat.

Jiy salary while employed by the Luzen Stevedoring Gompany
the t value of

was 300 pesos per month plus 2 percent of
the items salvaged. Wnile employed for various mining eome
ueh on-Laid Mining Compeny in Hong Kong

panies, sueh as the Nels

Buring April, 1939, snd the Prudential MNining Company Incs in
Janila, during July, 1957, my sslary ranged from 400 to 500
sos per monthe

pe
o my knowledge the various offisers and emngineers of the
zon Stevedoring Company are now employed by the U.S. Army in
‘:‘m ering capacities and are familiar with my works These
pen are:
O1yde Russell
Captain Hastings
Colonel Feter Grim
Captain Thomas Jarieka.
n or ut 7 December, 194l I received a telegram from
O T stevedoring Company to retura to Manila, and in come
4 th T ke my way te Manila via

nerevi roceeded to mal o
;u-n':,:m.. T2 Gale &' Pescunay, hate’ Theve T mes intene
gbis a Mre O 7o Mar
a by and presently a captain in the Uniye
::-w‘“”‘ﬂ',‘,“g.:{: office at that interview was pr .“"‘
ates



could use my

Captain Martin said: "0.!

U.S, Army". I was not given any cath as a United States
soldier nor did I sign uu nnonnt with regard to my duﬂel
for the United Sta greenent was made With
Colonel Cook or C-ynln lnrun wnn rny-ot So te

was $o recelve, .No commission wa I i
that I was merely a civillan eaployee vorking "For the United
States Armye

I was ordered, to start work immediately in Gsbu to demolish
various installation, Colonel Cook fearing an imminent Jap
lnvlllnn of Cebu. I .np.m-ou '20 to 30 men between 9 December,

and 6 January, 1942. ngaged in demolishing various
an nells belonging to the Toxas Oi1 Gompany, Shell 011 Company,

011 Company, Filipimo Refinery Company, various machine

h p 1lway bridge yailway shops, locomotives and numerous
bnuainn. Th addision thereto I ins trusted a ezoup of about
15 men in the construotion of handgrenad under my super=
yision, approxisa

Landgrenades were made ou

T asphalt whioh enclosed ¢ glass, rivets and other des-
tructive materiale, was then inserted and
& DADSF OF oardboard sovery X cogether with o fuse, made up thé
gronades

0n 15 Desembor, 1941 T received &  paxtial pay bu but a: not.
en on

regularly twice a month from m D aanb-r, Lgu until 1e May,
1942, My pay whioh I received was 300 pesos a month umtil 1
Maroh, 1942, at which time my salary vas increased to 450 pesce
por month. 'When I originally started work in umm-. 1941 T
uud in an hotel at Cebu and paid for my ho

n salary not having received any per diem pay, On

on 6 Jamuary, 1942 Genoral Sharp, United States Aray,
rriowed me vity o my ability to perform salvage
interv e % lnly which had been sunk by the Japs
op" ,“uo- Bay orr the island of Negros. He dir
l‘l %o Qetermine whether or mot -u-;- npm-
bis. On 11 Jamary, 1943 T proo
% Nogros where I contacted & Major Forte, gL
ther lnnzuauunl I proceeded to nk- t dive on
U wpaney” usizg only a helmst. T vy was lying
15, reet of --m-. and ucnnu«h expert opinion
or .u.nu task to attempt Searstions wl\hoat prepes
‘ informed ks jor ruﬂo. General Sharp, Golonel
,mg.n Nartix st a subsequént meeting at Sobu that
‘  Satations could be made on the 8.3, "renes”.

st of Goneral Sharp I was instructed %o o
"’,;':::wun for thess Siving operations and to Mala
H to hia Major Forte. Pursuany
3 e pufrd e pureha ¥aized or restod qulpneny \i

8 eations at c-n, *“8an Garios, the 1-1.na of
g0z Islend of N n sx "“
*lottio, Tsland of Fa N!




through % 4 aln Martin,

i 5

To my knowledge no attespt was made by the officers
congerned to let a contract for this salvage operation to
either the Luzon Stevedoring Company or to the Visayan
Stevedore-Transportation Company, or to any other concern, It
was my impression that because of the emergency existing at
the time that the job was given to me, I was given the author=
ity %o hire all employees necessary and to fix their wages.
4s a result of test dive I déetermined that only No. 2 and
Nos 3 holds on the 8.8, ould be salvaged, These holde
ential combat mater

the
s to Nos 3 ’
dlver to make not more than 2 dives per day. I ixed the sale
477,0f the men at 5 pesos per day for the first 2 weeks, end
4 Des0s a day therea: pli bonus of 1 pesos for each case
0f amunition that was resovered, In addition to their salary
T allowed the men a per dtem pay of 15 centeens per day.

Mre Henry c, Oarretson, an Ameriocen mechanical anzineor-v
who—had- £ VK

Company, wes employed by me on this salv 1
88187y Of 200 pesos per memth: go operation at a

11 January, 1942 and 23 January, 1942 I obtained
and St up the nesessery equipment, Salvage’operations wore
begun on 23 January, 1942 end Completed 16 May, 19

My sslary of 300 pesos a month was p
1942, when my salary was inoressed to 455
”{1! thereafter I received a letter from Visayan
a Ince to the effect that they
't and I was told to continue
yan Stevedore-Transportation
I o o It ros and informed me t!
ould 00mtinus to be in charge of the work. I never reseives
ny mobification from the Army althorities as to wey change
To all intents and purposes my status remsined
d wyself as & civilian employee of the

uatil 1 Maron,
per month.

han as an employee of the Visayan
UBLYe e Transportation Company Tno. As a matier of faot 1
steved epared the pay rolls for myself and the men,

gtill PT
11 equipment salvaged by my men wes removed from the
5 ay" and brought on a raft to the shore where it was

on truo taken to various Quertermaster depots, T
10 agourate record of the items salvaged, and the ol
jop® 25, orforned by cach men. Anong the main items salvaged \
.’i work BOXO nay" were: 000 rounds of 50 oalibre vTiy
the er 2,000 gas masks; 2,600 (2,95) g s with
[

£798 (41} ) oanons; 20 machine guns, 30 oalibre; 10 sases
":f 5 é:_:: for automatic rifles and miohine guna; rigsine
9

f nails, various over 1,000 pairs of

1 spproxiuately 600 barracks
pents; 50 rolls of camoufMaged
00 army bath towels; 4 cases of

sful
was 85 8 ¢ my salary was ralsed from 500 pesos

a result of the york perforaed ungen




as they § f .
time in March, 1f a ﬁnn Donal m took

gror these duties. ﬂn-o:dm ARG WAATRS ROCiol oF tiee

hat m Mu urmod, I w::. the

80 l‘vln lf“l’ Sh. time that the Vill,ln
ucuodoru-i‘r-nlm on Company took over the contract.

About 12 May, 1942, Captain Amend informed me that as

n inva M.un of Iloilo, whioh was approxi-
mately 150 miles from Naw there was danger of the
Jape invading Negros and aoquu!u all the diving equipment
that we had on hend. I  as ardeved to dismantle and So hide
s much of the equipmen I coulds The balvage operations
had practically been nc-pl.-m by this time, and by 16 May,
19 I was able to successfully dismantle and hide all of
the equipment.

In April, 1942, I had received a pay roll of 3,000 pesos
from G-pv--m Kairns, Sub-Depot Commander at Bacolod, Negros.
¥ith this money I was in @ position o pay a1l the men for
thelr wages and pur un uummng myself up to 1 May, 1942,
and from 1 May, 1942 to 16 May, 1943 T only hed sucelstent
money to pay some of mu- half pa:

I recelved no per diem pay for the period 1 ay, 1948
to 15 May, 1942 and from 1 May to 15 May, 1942 I received as
uln'y °niy 1z, w pesos rather than 225 pesos that were nore

y due me. I have reoeived no per diem from 1 May, 1942
0 the present time, and no sslary from 15 Mey, 104z Sothe
pr‘lnnt times

on 16 I'uy, lnz after the salvage operations had been
omll“ﬂ- end ipment hidden, I released all my employe
© Toar of Sheis boing captured by the Japs, and T ayselr
was nun taken sericusly i1l with malari Tetired to the
Jountains near Numulao and remained there fron 16 Hay, 19
0 1 Aug\uc, 1942 with Mr, Henry Gerretson who took oare of

on or about 18 August, 1942, a lajor Aboede, whom I had
ever heard of before, s n‘ a muu-t to me at Nubula
Y ting that he desired X6 ny meeting with Hajor
.4. m informed me m! was a Filipino scout who had
ive a Batean aid who was erganizing guerille aotivities
aware of th had been in ohar

ng aorn I delivered tho
gun to him without eny sro per authority. I
ﬂl::' ask mghuy receipt mor did ¥ajor Abcede in making n.

thority for his request or any wpi;
“ﬁu" et t\h:t I was doing the best “
::uf' for 4 ,1... ..uu. fiajor Abosde teld ms that Preay “
the Ane:

DE
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Roosevelt had . S R ol Yri11ptn0s to oarry on
o e hat they would be
pald for thelr work,

Major Abcede stated to me that he believed there were
Amerioan forces in South Boreo and matives who had possession
of large suwpliss of guns and ammunttion together vith medi-

es and dynamite which would all be of use to the guerills
fnrc + He desired that a messenger be sent to Scuth Borneo
o moquire this equipment for the guerillas. I told Major
Aboede that I would go on $his mission end was gled to give
my services for the American Aymy. I told him that I had
saved a sufficlient amount of money while working in the islands
end that I could provide for myself on this trip. I received
his permission to act for him on this mission.

Together with Mr, Garretson I hired a sail boat om 1l
Septenber, 1942 for 100 pesos in\z-nding to make my way to
South Borneo had no writ or orders supporting
this mission, On 12 s-pnmm-, nw. I landed at Cagayanoillio
where I hired another boat for 60 pesos to take me to Brooke's
Point, Palswan, and frem fhars I hoped 4o obtain & -auumu
transportation. I remained at Oagayanoillio for three wee

snd left there some time during the first week of Ootobe: . 942
nrrlvhg at Brooke's Foint, Palewan on or about 17 Ootobed,l942,

On arrivel at Braok-'- Polnt x ocntaoted & lir, Sutherland,
a n.luinwy. n who was an Asericen
trader r ng '.h .’ I 1nrorm-a these men of my ml-uan and
sought B! istance in obtaining trensportation to smm:
Borneo, I was "advised by Mre Sutherland to contaoct Dati:
Jolkipli, the Deputy Governor of outh Palawan, who rosided at

, 50 miles south of s Point. I hired a oumpit

for 20 pesos and with lre Sutherland made ny wey to Tarusan
on 24 October, 1942,

T was advised by Dattu Jolkipli- t,hn the American forces

had left Borneo, and that no transpartation was available to
go there. He informed me that omditlell at Brooke's rolnt,
Jelawan vere in bad shape; znn the munioipel govermment was
badly @isorganized end that although thers was a group of

rilla 8o. hn, they were nuz groporly unu-a. Hn '.hou‘ht

% would be 8 wonderful opportuni self
Americen S0 T2 T bedlA Bler on B\ Talamen, i 1.-«." hip
' t.ho guerill organize them and assist the municipal -umor-
o i setbing up a proper 1 agre
Pal awan W i\h Ilr.

T e
kes the radio by Pruid-nt Ioalmll to_the that
o OV, of the Army and a1l llli‘inol who

TR
3iiy
88REey
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9
were Ilﬂ‘“ll, "Mﬂr.‘ 1 alse aoted
998 Yhis 7 Fresi

1 was & u
be oon d at the same
1 also h!' that hlu Aboede m u-\ EY a ‘
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In addition >
based upon the fact that I h
cause approximately 1500 pesos which I had managed to save
during my stay in the Philippine Islands.

ck at Brooke's Poirnt.

Viith the d several of the minor

On 26 October, 1942 I arrived b
e of Mr. Edw

the town, I called a meeting of the native pupue
well as:the guerilla soldiers residing there and
informed them of the nature of President Roosevelt's speech,
and pointed out especially to the soldiers that President
Roose himself had promised that they would be paid for

rvices. I pointed out to them the mdvantages of a
proper organization end a strong leader and promised to aid them
end lead them to the best of my ability. -

Point, Palewen, from sbout 26
1944, during which period of time
which ere the basis for my claim.

I remsined at Brooke
Oetober, 1942 to 50 us
I performed all the

Tvies

On or about January, 1942, I pointed out to kr. Eawards
‘that 1t would be advisable to strengthen the munlcipal govern-
assistance, kr. Edwards, kir. Nodesto Rodrigques,
a lir, 8.0, Morino, former mayor of Brooke's roin
organized a Clyilien Activities Committee for the proper ad-
ministration of the munioipal government. The purpose of this
committee wes to stabilize prices of commodities and to obtain
food for the soldlers. Although I had helped to organize this
comnitbes I decided not to be & part of it in view df my leeder=
ship of the guerilla soldier:

In addition to the 1500 pesos that I had contributed for
the various expenses for the munioipal government, as well as
for the purchase of food and glothing for the soldlers, Mr.

contributed approximetely 2000 pesos, Mr. Dattu Jolkipli

ed 500 pesos, and seversl Chinese residente contribduted

In addition thereto, I had to borrow 200 pesos from
rds for my own individual 1iving expenses.

1 emphatically state that at no time did T hold myself out
omnissioned officer in the United States Army, nor did
r sign any orders or papers.issued under my hand other

1 .40 individual oivilian capaeity.

When I arrived at Brooke's Foint there were approximately
aiers and by the, time I left Brooke's Point I had susceeded
25 "ﬂ...mu approximately 160 men.

n my arrivel at Palawan I found residing with Mr.Edwards
Upo therland, six Asericans. The slx men were:

Mre
i Robert Keanan
; Robert Hodges
Bruee Elliot
Buddy Henderson
Bidnoy Vrignt
George Davis
4 supplies for the guerilla
gbtain amuunlilon B0 B oF Filavan whers a forngy pBade
398 204 Bad be aviished and managed to gyy nu"n
;;Y” calibre ammunitlods LY

Corps
Corps
Corps
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ng.
patrols
fo any individuals in

determine if any persons were unlawfully using
American Army soldiers or officers and to report any Jep
sctivities in the territory covered by their patrole

ing the period of time I was in Palawan no skirmishes

battle was fought with the Japs, although on 6 October,
1942, guerilla and Filipino Constabulary soldiers had repulsed
a Jap landing at Brooke's Point, Palewans

I had learned of the faet that there was a group of
guerilla soldlers operating in Northern Palawen, and that a
Lieutenant Errold Glew had gone to Major Pedro Manique, former
battalion commander of all Filipino Constebulary soldiers in
Palawan, with the hope of obtaining assistance in resocuing the
Apmericen soldiers who were prisoners of the Japs at Puerto
Princessa,

Late in February, 1943, I left forthe Barrio of Caramy,
Horth Palawan, to joln in this meeting with iinjor Sanique ana
Lieutenent Glew, I arrived in Ceramy some tize during the last
week of March, 1943, I made a strong appeal to Major Manigue's
and Lisutenant Clew's to unite all guerilla forees under
ship, pointing out that it would be for the best
nterests of the American ca n Falawan, After a series of
conferences held with ¥ajor Manique and Governor Abordo of
pelawan, I received from Governor Abordo and Major Manique the
Rosignation of Ohief of the Cuerills Organization ia South
awan, 2nd was given the authority to resruit all reservists,
Pl stabhlary soldiers end ex-trainees. In addition, Governor
aughorized ne to have printed at Brooke's Folab, 10,000
be used as emergency soripe s money was
o898 0 Plsed for the purpose of paying back pay and per diem
expF o 1aiers %o the ‘Ameriosn soldiers residing at
to_the 80107 buitted a complete report to Governor Abordo and
palavele o o of conditions existing at Brooks's Point, but my
yajor MaTld the forces for the rescue of the American prison-

o unit o
veup? Princessa failed. At Caramy I met an American
rs av the TUGKLS Tt Tohnston, Jr., & radlo operator attached

ers .

oldieTs torial Squedron, and asked him to join my forees

%o the “’:’.‘l‘f.:.:f However, he rofused, stating that he desired

Yo South FaLErels  friendsin North Palawen. I romained at
renail Vot e aays and returned to Brooke's Point some n:;.

10 for tr
April, 1943, where I undertook to issue
Garsnd tne middle of Aprliy B0 e illa soldier residing at
month for all back pay due them,
1

ariné 00 Loip, I gave
e 270 sun of 10 pe
palevel Loorican soldier

the “Teor back pay due me &

or
120 pesos per month, end paid my
the same sum likewlse to )

8 por
B ursuant to the authority
eoruit more men p
sy sbveny "-":yracvunar Abordo and lMajor Manique were
nd nt Tunbaga. I dlscovered tha

ergeant
rders and miseppropriati
e0t98, 10 veem Lesulng £olEC O auals. In additlons noney
obISCgs DA% tributed by VOX s
Fusb9558

[SECRET
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ny nhnnn’ m-
of Tumbaga's
Tumb

aga.

%mim by reason
sarmed OJergeant

Sergeant Tymbage then went to Inior Nanique at North
Palaven and succeeded in obtaining from Major Manigue a
comnission s & Ird Lieutenant, and an order revoking the
authority formerly sonferred upon me by lajor Nenigue and
Governor Abordo. Upon Tumbaga's return from North Falawsn
he made a false sccusation against me  being a fifth
columnist end charged me with lttwpcing to sell 25,000 German
marks, With the ald of the 1. soldiers I was placed
under arrest and confined ca ‘the of rds. Upon
a subsequent trip to a nearby uland, Ser, unbage was
drowned, and I was ﬂnﬂ.ly Teleased by, the e setisty e
proved to the satisfaoti oivilien authorities that
the oharge against me of belng o 150s solumaist was Faises

Dosplte the death of Sergoant Tusbags, o nusber of his
friends were plotting against my life, and I escaped to the
Bome of Dattu Jolkipli in Tarusan to 1s assistence.
There I became seriously i1l and rema veral monthis.

L part of my work in South Palawan on behalf of thi
s spent in obtaining various food stuffs for them,
make trips of verying durations travélling up ang
lcwn bht coast of Pulawan to nbﬁlin vo].untlry food contribue
tions or to make mm-xgm t. Very oftea T
would advanee my own money m lmu contributed by Mr,
“‘ irds and others for the puroh this focd. On one
o, Some $ime Quring Yhe meath uf Jenuary, 1944, u.pnxn
Naario Mayor, the Acting Gn—nnﬂlng ofticer in éauzn Palaw
geve me 100  pescs to purcha: rz\ﬂcnt
over this when he discovered I hll d-ﬂueud 38 puu- for
own expenses for making this trip. I fi
ﬁh sum al Ihlﬂﬂ? ayfors
ccompan on this trip as weil
r h'lpl for pn-y it sther Fosd, peuid sake v
2 weeks to several months, On occasion I had to b
to travel from cne place to another.

my various visits around Palawan to obtain food I also

sited the atrols I had sent outy and would glve thess men

4 %%or food in order to exist wiile out on patrol. Tach of
"“ ] patrols ccasisted of from six %o twenty

A gr
goertl

3

e
a ou-pn.

1944 a launch called the “Lt. Barrett"
Lo hbm"'c l'u.iplnn Oonstabulary was sunk in hrun,
peloné ause of my salvage experience, mnn

Beo:
r-l‘ led me to ;c there and t0 salvage the motor and generators
¢ part of 1944 was -pnt by me h the num missions
I‘D’ tain food and medi

opta; a certain m\mt ef medioine from umn whieh
:: 0:::::&& 0 the peoples
1

August, 1944 I was evacuated from Brooke's Point and
ll ‘uﬂ'nlu about 10 Bum-r. u«. x was assign
‘.L"‘““ Station *upu. 1, AP0, 925, wherd 1 rezaiied i
44

n' 1 ting
"" f0e Gamsand A.P
cml Arly lon l:' a-:: e

‘é

Th
5““ e heba0, 385, purauant to
""::ni“’ Ei‘% ‘Maohrthur £or my services,
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United States

is huﬂ upon I.y wlomnt 8% a oivilian employee
of ﬁh! Ua].‘lﬂ State: Donnnb 1941 up to ana
ineluding 31 October, Toaa. f pay of 450

;-en-r wish vo yuos pur month per diem,
pay -mu- 15 May, 1942 and from 1
1943 to 15 ll-ly, 19‘3 T only re eivld 112.50 pescs
ead of 225 pesos, I n“- not resdeived any per diem pay
dnee 1 May, 1wz.

There is now due me from the United States Government
the following sums:

Pay at 450 pesos per momth:

1Nn to 15 May, 1942 112,50 pesos
15 u.y 2 to 31 May, 1942 225 "
emalin: ng mmmu ot 1942 8150 »
lzur 5400 "
1 hnuuy, 1964 v6 51" 4500 "
e

Per diem at 90 pesos per month:

1 May, 1942 to 51 Desember, 1942
1 Jenuary, 1945 to 51 Desenber, 1943 ...
1 January, 1944 to 51 Oetober, 1044 .

TOTAL: +c.eeeos 16,087.50 pesos,

I hereby make demand of the United States Governtent for the

.foronu sum. §

gubseribed end sworn to before me this 2'7 day of
per, 1944,
'"-




City of By

L M. SUTHERLAND, being duly sworn, deposes

tivities of e, Vou =

activities lir. Vens Taivo Kerson. I am presently servi.
with the Allied Geographioal Seotion, South West Pacific Area,
4:%.0. 923, and reside at the €5th Station Hospital, A.P.0.

: 1 arrived in Australia om 5 September, 1944, and
préor to coming to Australia I resided in the Philippine Islands
for thirteen years. I lived at Brooke's Point awan,
Philippine Islands, from Me: ugus
Brooke's Foint, I Servied as an independent,
and two children living there with me. i

During the period of 1941 to 1943, several Americans
Tesided at Brooke's Point, Palawan. Thes:

Edwards who was a planter and merchsnt, and several American
Navy men and Narine Corps men. On 26 August, 1942, three United
States Marine Corps men, attached to the 4th Battaiion, U.3.
Yarine Corps, and three'United States Navy men, all of ‘whom had
escaped from the Japs, osme to Brooke's FPoint, where they took
up their residemce with kr. idwards and myself. The three Navy
men wore: Kobert Kellan, Robert Modges and Bruce Elllott. These
men stayed with Mr. Edwards. The Narine Gorps men were: Buddy
Eenderson, Sidney Wright and George Davis. They 1lived with me.

7%

$830

S0 far as I know at the present time, Henderson is
dead and liright is reported dead. Davis was last reported allve
in Tawi Tawl. Kellan was reported ving left the Philippine
Islands in company with a Captain W ges
was reported killed in Tewl Tewi in

DECLASSIFIED
Authority AWD

ehead
943,

s U.8. Army. Hod
According to last

reports, Elliott has been reported alive in Tawi Tawi, Mr.
Ldwards and myself provided food, clothing end shelter for these
men.

in December, 1941, there
- the 4th Company of Phili-
ppine Constabulary under the command of Lieutenant Bautista. ‘
About Mareh, 1942, Lieutenant Bautista disbanded the company and
left for his home. The soldiers had not received amy pay for
pome time and food was becoming soerce. A “ergeant Tumbage was
the renking soldier after Lisutenant Deutiste's departure. The
goldlers formed guerilla groups to tmn‘x_nl.‘
ties suoh as seizing food and -futmu for their own use. Jer- .

t Tumbaga's leadership was not generally acknowledged by

ning soldiers, The guerilla forces and the

;::“,,,.. were diserganized.

On_6 October, 1942, a Jap force of approximately 21
4 10 Filipino collaborators attempted to invade Brooke's
- This landing wes repulsed by the Filipino guer:
Lawan.e ¢4
‘:: Jeadership of Buddy Hendersen end Sergesnt Tumbage
oot 15 Japs were killed.
tely
2, T had never seen or heard
W 80 27 Oty s, T104z, v Kerusdk Jemden i:
1aivO nrlz #.C. Garretson, an m.:ioan,r.:: ealleq - g
yord g with . lr, Kerson sent & measonge: ny
awan 1 house. .

I ECRET




asking me to come to
home I asked Kerson &
me an assortment of papers ano o oh was an id.ntifinltlm
card pertaining to certain p work that he had performed.
Ee lnfomnd me that the pllrpoll his ¢ to Southern
Palawan was to secure crmportltlan out of the Philippine

Islands. He did not show me any orders or any other lntharny
to organize any guerilla activities in Southern Palawan. When
he expressed his desire to seeure transportation out of the
Island, I told him that Dattu Jolkipli, who resided at T.rnsm,
Palawan -ppronmcuy 50 miles south of Brooke's ”elnt,

the most sultable peraon for hin to 866, I told him $hAt I
would n;- him to Jolkipli's place where he oould state nu
request. Mr, Kerson and myself proceeded to Tarusan but

unqq:;to contaoct Dattu Jolkipli, and returned to Brooko'l Polnt.
Mr. son indicated to me that he was attempting to get out of
the Islands in order to naonﬂpush a speclal mission which had
been entrusted to him, T gathered from this that the nature of
this mission was to earry certain int'llig‘nel information teo
USAFFE Headquarters in Australie. He did not tell me who it
was vho had sent him on this mission.

Ed'lur 'y

Upon our return from Jolipli's place in Tarusan, Fersom
decided that he could not obtain transportation out of the
islands, and after learning of the disorganized state of the
municipal government at Brooke's Tolnt, and the lack of harmomy

% the guerillas, he stated that e was going to take sn
aotive part in the municlipal government with 8 view to reorgan-
izing the oivil affairs and organizing the gmru a8 at Brooke.
Polt. At his suggestion, meetings were called of the loldiarl
end oivilian population, and & Civilien Aouvntu Comm1 Lt
was foraed in December, 1942 consisting o TR, Sawards,
Mr. Modesto Rodriguez and Nr. Kuﬂnu (nnxnlza! mayor
vg.., issued gertain papers to lr, Kerson accrediting him a
thelr agent for the collection of food stuffs for the Army.

. Kerson visited Bugsuk Island and onnn e-a . Captain
zario .l'o!m In ll‘ tien, ma 1;:“;!1 tri; p: .|
.u of Ba, 0 organize a guerilla forece out o nu Con-
z::)na, soldhr' of a uait rn“ntl{ disbanded there. Mr.
informed t oldiers in Brooke's Point end Balabac that
n..unnt Guezon had made s radic speech to the authorities in
the Philippine Tslends that all former Comstabulary solaiers,
Atﬂ trainees and civilian employees of the were to orgam-
e and continue aotive resistance against the oﬂ s and that
n would be paid for their work. At Mr. Kers uggestion,
o guerilla soldiers at Belabae joined for with those at
,k.'. Folnt. Mr, Kerson was able to collect rice and money
"" e soldiers' use.

z
g
!

:

N

8

2

These & uvnln of ¥r. Kerson with the community carried
mont!

the hs of January to March, 1945. Because
l‘-‘ﬁ"“‘:u en_between him and Sgt. Tunbaga, Mr, Ker:
trou! £idevits from soldiers of h.p'

unit,
l'“’” hlG Sergeant Tumbaga had committed certain irregulariti
show t)l:l ltﬂuvnl and papers from the Clvilian Activities !
jie ,..., ho went, to U3) Headguarters st Garamay in Worthern
h, 1943, Major Pedro Manique, Commender of the
tabulary forees im Talawan, Iuln-hl Kerson
”‘waf of b “the Gusziilas in Southers Faliven,

“ um of 12,000’_‘9 .. a nla\zxm

".- _‘.‘ ‘m a8 o awan, 3
.20‘ aish ir back pay snd g"“" g Pl 1 art b
:.vv’ e appointuent and x in his possession, Fa)
it his AP rats Foint n April, 1943, pald the Y

7 [TEQRET] .L




[
He really es’
of the funds end food he wes able to secure for them.

VWhen Mr. Ferson returned to Brooke's Polnt from Caramay in
April, 1943, he learned of further irregularities performed by
Sergeant Tumbaga, and thereupon disarmed him and put him under
errest. However, Sergeant Tumbaga escaped the day of his
arrest and procesded to Caramay where he had strong conneetions
with the regular Army authorities. 4s a result of Rumbaga's
visit to Caremay, Major Nanique revoked Kerson's appolutment
leader of the guerlllas, and commlssioned cergeant Tumbaga

& Toird Lieutensnt, and placed him in charge of tis guerillas.
!h-n Lieutenant Tumbaga returned to Brooke's Folnt in May, 1943,
Kerson left the reglon and went into hiding at the house of
Dattu Jolkipli in Tarusan where he became very sick suffering,
as I believe, from a serious nervous breakdown. This belief is
based upon a’ letter received from Jolkipll requesting me to go
istance to ir. Kerson. Dattu

actions. This impression of mine that 1t was a serious
breakdown was later confirmed by statements made by iir

who was present at the tise in Dattu Jolkipli's home. Mr. Kerson's
iliness in Tarusan began early in June, 1943 end coatimusd to
August!, 1943,

During September, 1943, Lieutenant Tusbaga ealled
Brooke's Coint for investigation. Seemingly it wasrTumbaga's
Kerson the affidavits and other papers
irregular sctivities. In en atteapt to ln-
oriminate Kerson as a fifth columnist, Lieutenent Tubaga, 8
I subsegueatly learned, planted & eonsiderable sus of German
parke in ¥ersou's box. This pitespt of Lieutenant Tumbaga's
%o involve Kerson failed. After lir. hersou's detestiem by Lt.

ge for investigation, and when Bothing oculd be proved
PaE% Kerson's loyalty, he was released by Tumbaga on oondi-
that he would remain with Mr. idwards at his evacuatlon
1ace- In December, 1943, Lieutenant Tumbaga was Growned and
2 Kerson automatically booase free. After the death of Lt.
— Oaptain Mayor was appointed Jomssnding Officer as from

0 ile of Nareh, 1944, and ir. Kerson worked for Japtain
the BA0 e hia forher lites, that ls, collssting food stufis
Hayor A ri1lan and assisting in thier asuivities. 1 know
et O knowledge that Kersou spent certain suss of money
ioh he advenced from his ovn savings.

my
1;”‘",,,,. guerillas v
gyon the time that Eerson arrived in Falaven, 17 Ootober,
¢4l I left Falawan for Australia, there were no skirmishes
1048, "0 Guerilias and the enemy forces other than a losal
u:‘;“'l“ by Captain Mayor in May, 1944 against a small patrol
8¢ at renitien.
Jap® .
of of the A
¥z, Kerson dressed in the uniform of the Army
3 never o vates or80R14 ne ever hold himself out as ha
e oad 4n the United Steves Army. 1 aimply gAthered tpg;
of gsion loyee of the Unibed States Ariy, Hg
s oﬂ”. odvitian loyes €0 [ °ny" the Commander of T, Wever,
we? € nowed @e & DUNC s Ghief of bhe O
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d say that the ehief nature nf
n-ﬂvltlu whil. in Palawan was obtaining f ltnm !
the guerillas. He would go om trips -nﬁ-_ud by one or
from 2

se guerilla
activities in Southern Palawam until evacuated to Australia
in September, 1944.

From conversations held with Mr. Kerson at various times
11mmcutm—-mﬁnrunmumdmutm
Island of Negros, and while there he had been engaged in sal-
va

he had traimed sixteen on
1on

these operation
Mr. Kerson menticned ms GM “.lnm Stevedore~Trans-
he

l!lﬁm-nll.l tron'.ﬂ ‘L d worked direotly under

Army orders and was

S0 Aalvegs cparablomt. .t Leersed frem Mee Eaksoh thas be Sad

sharge of the hiring of the men,that be kept all offisial
g himself and

as, and t)
were prepared by him and submitted direstly to the Army

master.v My mir-tudiu l’m what kr. Kerson told me was

that he was paid “r‘lﬂ‘ United Sta’ Army for his

work rather than by the iuyu\ ctevedore-Transportetion Company,

In conversation= with Ui, Kerson I further lontnld
gn prior to working om the "5.5. Panay" he ha ‘::“

[ iasediatoly after 7 Decesver, 1941, and r.nn
"""5 LA e o castain Tnatalintions So preveat the Jep
‘um them, In addition to that he had luporvlnd th- cone-
et e ittt th st
s s he
s ”:,,4“ e eeting of tho hend grenad he a1d n-;nam: the
work of General unrp, do).onl Gnox Hajor ¥ aptain
/! an shat e ek me $het
Bathis, b ws Xy R Sais voit hex e from ph-
4

yart performal

af‘”‘l:e.ﬂgnlon, 1 gucmruﬂ from what h it was
n.ir urd-rl that he had performsd lvage work on

u‘ 9.8 P

od
¥novn Mr, Kerson for & long time, I have work
Bt  danger end diffioulty. He is
pin “‘,‘," "’""‘"3"’..."““.5;1“.. loaty with uqn.
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1ike
who n-ign be in 2 position to furnish -aauxun.x information
vith regard tc Mir. Kerscn's ectivities. There men are:

. T. H. Edwards - Brooke's Foint, Palawan.
Dattu Jolkipli - Terusan, Pelewen,
ir. Nolses De la Cruz - Tabud, Palawen.
x .i. Villapa - Brooke's Foint, Palawan.
. Heury O.Garretson - New York City, W.Y.
Pvt.Gearge V. Marquez

QUARI NN wlhindand .

T
Subserided and sworn to before me thii‘t day of ﬁenslﬂ)n‘, 1944,

Z7 R
WUERA T

2nd Lt. J.A.J-otum,
Hq., Ba iom,

UsBah




¥, SXLLIAN ¥, VIGNTELD, TR, Private, Aol 1408638, Hoodguo:

78R [ placeen Gamp. o0 .
advioed of my rights under the 24th Artiels of jar, do hexeby
make. the following statement voluntarily without thveat or prawse:

@ Hoverber 20, 1941, I arrived st Manilos, Philippine Jslands.

v Pettalion,

riers
Asgot, A 3, heving

The 45th Jatoriol Squadren was theve activeted. e wers pert of the
574 Bosb Oraupe e remained there until 14 Doomsber, 1941, when

@ opecial desail consioting of 53 meu, including iyself, a:d me
afficer, 1%, Yarren Daggett, laft Tor Jilndero, Fhillypine Islends,

of Mindero by the Jsps this detail o
@ into hiding in the mounteing. e resained thers for sbout & menth,

orossed over the mounta:

finally
ing there about 1 Nay,

1948, ed then left for Ouye

1941, A8 u yesult of the invesion

£ the 49th )mtes el Squadren had to

ins and pede our way ©O yanay, arriv-
, 1048, ‘e resained in Penay until about 14 yuy,
, Tonghing theve au sbout 16 Moy, 194%.

Severel days fter we sreived in Oyo, the Jage Lnvaded the
faland, and tweaty-cight of our sen, wad Lt Bagett surrendered 0

the Jups. ‘The rest

of us seatbered

and aseaped to tho hills.

1 e Cuyo watdl August, 1948, md then mdo xy woy to
sorthery Falavan with Frivate Villis ¥, Yong, now deoonaed.

1 remained in Worthem Velawen
I became 111 snd ratumed 40 Cuyo.

1n northem Pelavan I heard imtemsdtbect rumore
139 notivisies against the Japs in

hmxu;-tm:.mmx-nshm-nm».;mhuﬂ
mas by 420 name of Nersen.
about such man nor of his echivibics.

There were no rurors or reperts

from Augist, 1942 until Jwo,
During the period of tise &
o o oan ty ‘the nae of

fqund
Lte Brrold Glew, now Gocenned, wap atterpting vo chtain & wistence $0

1 dida't meet Hezeon st

ot ruerto vrincessa, Major Lmuique

Puilippine Cometeh.lary in northem valews, sdl

nim of of his sctivities, I still

’u-n-.

Hothing ves ever due ¥
‘-.."un-m---.

He was always

h"‘" syself, retumed t0 Owyo.

i@ Saps end wes sesking Srmspoveation to Mutrlia,

assigtence, 1 was imfoymed ihat jn-son hed
glew in his ende.vors to.unite ymmor ynd que '8
In addition, I heaxd that Merecn was seexing
merilla foroes,

tils #4ms. T leamed nothing nove about

T
dida't kmow exaetly who he was or
sometiing of o nyEteRy.

0 obtain the velease of the Amerioan pris-
In June, 1943, Lb.

dew and 8ix of W,
There w6 net @ Cuptein “hitehead




@ iixa ®

s
From June, 1845 to Dec t7avelled axound Guyo,

Tablas, Panay and Cagysaeillio, i a-b 40 obtadn transportation

out of the islends, but vas unsueseseful. During ell of this time,

I didatt hear of Dreen or Ms activities, nor &1 I meéet the men.

In December, lus. I weat %o & rm Palawan, still seeking tnnqr-
taties. It wap there far mc #ime thet I met erson. I came
southera Palaven with four 5 88
v.s, -a PYt. George Marques, 48th lateriel Squadron, doth of whem
are now in the United States. Opl. Morris Meghee and Opl. Claytom i
Kromen, both of the 48th Squadren, are now deceased.

When we arrive? in southers Palewan, et Brooks®s Point, in
Decenber, 1943, Mrsm was in disfavor with the merillas and civiliems,
ez o gt & and from all reports, it sowns that they

oager had any eonfidence im him. I wes informed by the nu@x--
n-t orson had yoan placed under Guard beomise be was sspected of
u . =nd fifth eolumist, It appears exn Eorson wes found to
ansiderable sum of German miney. ently, it wes d1;
.wmc ‘that the meney was not hie but ul-pl Filipino and Wreca

wes released. Towever, the damage was dome, and from what T understend,
1dence of the morilles, nor his

n-- never again regained the
lorship amoncst them.

g © X 4id heur that it was Kerson who hed organized their activities
4n 1942 and who had at that time been thelr leader.

7% hen we arrived in Brooke's Point, the merillas were not anxious
0 aseept us in their ranks, They didu't seem to be too well orgmized,
they d1d was cenfiseate clothing mnd food for their om use. I never
oo in any aotivities against the Japs, They Just walked
om on their shoulder and seted "big shots".

fhey wouldn *% give us sy food or any gms. Our guns hod been
from us by local guerilles when we left Cuyo, A Jr. Sutherland
Jir, Edwards, two nissiomarfes in Brooke's Point, asaisted the
sans in obtaining food, elothing and shelter.

11a8 constantly indicated that they expeeted to be paid
_n but Mracm told ms thak he

1Es
;E

I i

for ¢ ork perforued while n:nm

- Zorsen indicated to me "¥hat his Guorilla serviees were

88 52554 voluatartly to help the Amarioms md T newe: heard hin elatn -
port' his werk, He never showsd ms any authority to organize the |
oy P27 % TGid e over toll me that he ws asting & orders iu 80

doinse
puring the poriod of time that I was at Brooks's point, the guor-
‘thoud ‘t 50 1ittle of Kerson that they refused to amm him witk a gun.
§1188 ,,,.- tted him to earry a hand grencds. Wis work vas in
Qo the coast to obtain palay for the soldiers, I% was
for several

‘that ho vas oucsessful fn thia. e vould
a 4ime and 1etum headed, 0ocssiomally,
,a-» this food, but he was not %00 respons

;&i
i‘a

they gave him
o when he had

AE}
T3

B

carre bat he didnvg
tson, an American, was with Kerson,
e e e s almegs 113 1% .

A F
T
o%

y

v
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The erillas wore obtining guns and amnmition fras panay.
order to obtain mors adequate food end to be armed, the Americans, i
ing myself, joined up with the guerillas from 1 April; 1944 to 20 uay, 1944,
Thoy fod us but refused to give us amus, We never saw wny fighting aginot
tho Japs. 3

n
lud~

1 » 1944, we 1oft the merillas, and 1ived with ur. Sutherland
a1, Blaato uatil 30 An qust, 1944, when wo obtaimed transportaticn
back to justralia: Upam arrival in Australia, I entored the G5th Statien
Hospital, A.P.0. 923, and ramained there util about 20 October, 1944, wen
rred to my pressnt organization.

I abvys shougkt that Mreon s o square whooters Ko alwys dsemed
o wnt to do the right thing and appeared homest and sincer.

-Bubserided md mom to (Original effidavit, in-bve, Wi,
s . Watieldrs
R B S Sy enhandweibing; with simiature, is
of Hioveudor, 1944, attached) -, )

EXHIBIT &
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[SECRETES"

ROBERT 7, JOHNSTON, :r.. Private, ASN 11011145,
m-e xopl-mi O—puy. 17th hmua nnn- and
Aepu0s 923,

having Mﬂl ld'.ll.l of my rights under Kh- ‘ Article of
War, do hereby make the toumu statement voluntarily and
without promise or threa

0 1944,

Sometime during the month of ey, 1942, I arrived ia
1ity o Palawan, Philippine

AR upcrlwt attached to the 48th Neverial

Commending Officer was First Lieutenant Warren
;8. There were approximately 52 enlisted men
er in this group. We had originally been
Mindoro, xhllipninu Islands’ snd had been forced
to leave th‘rl due to the action of the Jap:

Several days after we arrived there, the Japs landed

| and captured half of our men., The rest of us escaped. I

| remained on Cuyo until Septesber, 1942, at which time I made
@y way to Northern Palawen, together with about thirty
| Americens end Filipinos. Ve travelled there by motor launch.

g the months of May through September, 1942, ve
| aia noc oo any organized guerille warfare against the' Jeps
' in Cuyo. Wost of us were sick and we were poorly armed.

It ves during the latter part of my stay in Cuyo that
we began to hear rumor- of a man called Kerson, if Southera
Falawan, who a guerilla leader, and who was organizing
guerilla activities against the Japs, At that time I knew
nothing about the man, I had never heard of him before that.
I aid not know where he came from or from whom he obtained
his authority., Ae a matter' of fact I do not believe any of
us wers at all interested in him at that time. In additlon,
these wewe rumors that we were receiving about Kerson reached
us rather infrequently.

When we rea ; the Northern part of Palawan in
Bepteuber, 1942, there was ueu-, if any, guerilla warfare
80! one, There was certainly n 'ganized activity there.
A Major Menigue was in charge ot a ?nuupmc Constabulary
unit., On variqus occasions he promised to begin guerille
warfere agalnst the Japs. He obtained contributions of palay
from the people for this purpose, but never carried out his
intention.

The Americans who lended with me in Palavan were still
00 “}o::t;’::d.:zlm?" in :ny ﬂy‘:t.\ng ug::nn the Japs.
ma, ar stay togsther as an
2:,‘ zed unit. Private wuu-u He Wigfield, Jr. was one of
the groups Most of our group stayed on at Palawan ?r about
months, We lived amongst the nayives, obteined our food
“": $hem nd travelled around Norther Palawan.

From September, 1942 to about Vareh 1945, I roamed

:Pll.n-n nco.u{an.uy travelling to several nearby
around L5 ive, I was constantly i1l with melarial attagky
MM‘ $ime there were casuel and istermittent repopgg *




2
=
=
7
2
<
1
o
2
a

Authority AWID $8307§

.18t

bout the activitil
Patavan, Ve heard that he
activities there against m

Sometime during the ].ntt:' of March, 1943,
‘the first week of Ap ril, I met a L: -uuunt n-mu .’ DJ.-'
in the barric of Caremay, who hsd been an enlisted man in
my orgenization in Uendoro. Lt. Clew informed me that he
hed been given a direct commission on the field by the
Comsanding General. I learned that Lt. Glew was present in
Palewan to discuss the possibility of organ resistance
against the Japs in Palawan. Lt, Glew was holding a oanrar-
ence with Major NManique. Dr. Mendoza, Ahe Zoraer gov
of Pullwln, @ Lieutenant Garo:
It is ny oLl

geth:

mus t
llnt hl- thlt same day. I never knew Kerson's first
name until very recently, I was in a sohoolhouse which was
belng used as a barracks. The conference hed ended. Kerson
valked in and introduced himself to me. We spoke about the
affairs being disocu: conference, about the necessity
of eooperation bltw n Major Menique's forces and the local
/Americans and guerilla forces under Kerson. Wajor Jianique
had repeatedly told the people that he was going to attack N
‘the Japs and help drive them out of Palawan. However, he
failed to keep his promise.

Kerson showed us several homemade handgrensdes whioch
he and his men were constructing. He told us about his
activities in Southern Falavan, about how he had or;-nu-d
the guerillas there and shat b the leader of the oivilian
population there, Te did el1 me who had authorised him
to organize guerilla -ecivuu-. From the way he spoke it
seemed that he had been in Southern Falawan for at 1x
months or more., He 8sid that he had been glth-rlng pa -y
and other yoluntery food contributions from the people, .na
that his men lived on that fced. He dldn't tell us anythi
Sbout his financial seteup. Noshing wes said by him to ine
dicate that he was ldvanoins his own money for tnu uuuln
nor did he mention that he had made any agreements h
American Army %o be paid for his worke From the way e wpcice
ecmed to me that the services he was rendering for the
American cause were purely vommry and that he d1d not
expect to be paid for his worke

0 mention was made by Kerson as to when he began his
ntiviuu nor their actusl extent. 8 in a pntnl
way about his work, He a -n very sincere, These
ferences went on for about I had several nxn wush
Taon. e asked me vhether I cared to join forees with his
and act as a radlo operator in his outfit. I declimed to
Join up with him. I preferred to stay with my own men,

42
B

Korson's mission at this conference was to help us
ite our forces and to show u t\mr to liberate the American
-t Puerto Princessa by the Japs.

gttempt b ume leadersilp ovu- our group, So far as I
oW 10 Amcrlunc at this time juiusﬂ up with Kerson, although
Kerson asked thea to go with him

fipen the conferences were over, Kerson and his men
¢ 0 return to Brookes Foint, Falaws

[EECRET]
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Lieutenant ! m
to Puerto Princessa to huass the np.. _All the Amarieanl
volunteered but Lt. Glew changed his mind, Subsequently,
Quring the latter part of April, 1943, oSt of the Americans,
including myself, returned to Cuyo where Li. Glew wWas later
killed, From April, 1943 to May, 1944, I never again heard
of Kerson or his activities. I did not see him again until
I met him at the 85th Station xOlpital, AsPe0s 923,
September, 1944,

In May, 1944, while I wes at Cuyo, I heard that a
Japanese launch had been ocaptured and its crew killed at
Brookes Foint, Palawan. Since Kerson was the only known
guerilla leader there, I presumed that it was his outfit
that did that job, That was all I ever heard of Kerson or
his activities. From Cuyo I went to Penay in June, 1944,
intending to goin the American forces but I was advised to
leave and returned to Aystralis on 1 July, 1944,

I know several Americans who joined up with Kerson,
They are Private William H. Wigfield, Corporal Clayton e
Kronin, who died of malaria, Charles Watkins, USN,and
Corporal Morris I, Meghee, who died of malaria.

While I was at the 85th Station Holpl&ul. AoPe0s 923,
during September, October end November lerson was
also a patient there. We had several Eulk‘ there On
se 1 occasions he told that he hld not b
his salvege work; that he had received only part of hll
salvage pay and hoped that the U.S. Government would pay
pim the balance, He never mentioned any other claims which
he had against the U.S. Government. He never told me that
the Army owed him any money for his services as a guerilla
Jeader, nor did h- indicate in any way that he expected to
pe paid for tho rvic

for

ribed and sworn to
5‘.‘;" n m-zl”
November, 1 .

Authorit

znd LEos,)
0'13: idvocate Section
70888 s Seotion,UsAs0,
24",15.
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- of General Sharpe and
Aﬂwinu?.rnmr of Cebu

Also, Cept. Nartin,
e demolition work in

6 Jan. 1942 - Ax‘nmd 1 Negros. cnne-cw.! ﬁm‘ m re3 selvage job on
S.84 Punay, which had been sunk in Mericelem Bay on 31 December
1941 by a Japanese sir attack of six plunes. Test dive on
5.8, Paney was nade on 11 January 1942, Proceeded back to
Cebu, hed meeting with Capt. Martin snd Genersl Slmrpe; decided
to salvage the ship; started nlvlqp operation on 23 Januery 1942
and completed the job on 16 May 1942, The following is & near-
ate account of the nx.n itdws sulvaged from the S. 8. Peneys
450,000 rounds of 430 ssmuiition; over 2,000 gas masks;
2,600 (2.95) shells, -m- fuses; § (3 inch) cannonj 20 machine
guns 30 Celibre; 10 cuses of sparc parts for sutomatic rifles
and sachine guns; rigging blouku 95 kegs of nails, virious
sizes; over 1,000 pairs of army sl 20 cases of pack carriersy ||
approxinately 600 barracks baga; 600 jucketes 1,000 fatigus
panta; 50 rolls of camouflaged clothj 10 or 15 hospital beds;
Aray buth ‘towels; 4 cuses of Army forks, spoons, and knives.
The  elvaged urticles mere turned over to Capte Donald A Anend,
U 8, + Distribution of salvaged goods were as follows:
4 (3 inch) cannon were trensported to Bacolod, where Richard I.
Jones, Lbe Col. Inf., Sub-Depot Comender of USAFFE - Visayan-
Mindanso Forces, Quarternuster Sub-Depot, Bacolod, Occidental
Negros, was in charge. The remaining 3-inch cannon wes sent to
Iloilo. 40% of the other salvaged items were trensported to
Dumsguette, Capt. J. Macon, QM, in charge. The remain ing 60%
were seut to Iloilo, Col. MeClennan, GM, in chisrge.
16 May 1942 = Mr. KERSON fell victim of malarie at Maricsle
2 Aug 1942 - Called by Major Abcede, Geurrills Lleader, at Maricelem, and
given verbal orders to proceed to South Borneo, end check on the
guerrilla activity there, and to secwe arns reported to be in
the hands of natives. It had been reported that Dutch long
rifles, automatic rifles, machine guns, and British aras were
in the hends of the South Borneo natives, KERSON set out in a
pinnace of 30 tons, with 15 Filipinos and one other Americen
iir. Garrotson. They travelled via Oagayan Cillo, Tublatelu n-.r.,,
end Brooke's Point, Palewan, srriving st hrooke's Puiut on
October 1942. They contasted Mr. Edwards and Mr. Suumrlnnd by
lived about twelve kilometers west of brooke's Point. KERS
was advised egainst proceediug to South Borneo inmsmuch as mo
Anericen forces hed been reported tiere, and Japanese patrols
wore considored active in that region. lr. KERSON was. en
sged to remain i Southern Palawan and sssist in the organising -
of guerrilla forces. KEREON made his acquaintance with Dabtu
Jolkipll, hereditary lesder and trusted Filipino of the Mores
and Deputy Governor of Soubhern Palawan. KERSON remeined in
Palawen uitil he was evacuated.
Aug 1944 = Evacusted by Uy 8. Forces to Australia,

o

1“‘ T CTICAL DATA ON ENK x, MILITARY FONCES,
s tre; Unitsy
40 28 57 & Sred Tibiptn Pr o eaess, LS 1044 fecn uog
yreted 8t the following poiite in Pelawans )
Jalabee Islend - 250 or 300 Japenese,
gelsbac City = 4 zlrriuon of 150 Japsnese mrmed soldiers, Locef

Philippine Coastabuler: Ao o

pp i y barracke,

lighbho\u is locsted 400 metres southeast, Q
\







® cronnr

stoned fields of food products to supply the Japanese gerrisors
frovss >

ain rudio station:

1t Belabac

o Jupanese maint at and Puerto
mm.:zu-f:n Balebsc and Cape Melville are opersted by the Japanese.

Enemy Tuctics end Methodst k

Princess;

the

There have been only one clash with the Japsnese in South Palawan since
the outbreak of the war. The incident was covered in Mr. SUTHERLAND's report

L.Re #1704
En ateriel and Equipment:

hocording to reports from the six Americans who es

ed from the prison
&% Puerto Princess, the Japunese possess 18 or 20 trucks, American

brought from Batsan. The Japanese are in pospession of several machine guns
and treach mortars in the Puerto Princesa @rea, The number of anti-sireraft

guns ave unknown,

Septured Documents end Interrogation of PoWs

It was reported by Capts Herrd

an Averican, thet a banboo tube was

8
found 1in Belubao Bay in May 1943 which contained the followlug noter
pilots trevolling betwesn Sarawak and Puorto Princess watch for guerrilles at

Balabac," This was interpreted as a definite leak of informat:

‘the activities and movements of Filipino Guerrilla soldierss

Location of POW Camps: .

The only Japunese Prisoner-of-War Camp in Pelawan is locsted

Princesss The fucts surrounding this prizon wes covered in I,

OF HAVAL 1) 110K

1t

From one to thres ships per weck Were secn off Brooke's Foint.

8 snall convoy of light freighter siips were spotied, most of
ded in @ northerly direction.

ﬂg_‘n‘gi.m Routess .

e #170.

« Occasiona
which were

lon regarding

in Puerto

20b until 1944 that any Japanese ship movements were observed.

Lerge freighters and battls siip olass must use this Balebee Straits route
while the sueller siips mey use also the Horthern Bulwbic Strait passege,

Jarbor Defensest

It has been reported that only machine guns guard the Selubsc Harbors
There s no bewvy equipuent known st eitler Balubsc or Puerto Princesus

Ship Building end Repsir Pecilitiess

Infornation received from Dattu Jolkipli, Deputy Governor of Sowth

't the Japunese are constructing wooden

borneo. Light repairs on launches are made st Puerto Primess boy.

palawan, diselo
Horth

Japensse have the lighthouses at Balubac end Cape

D + The lighthouse &t Brooke's Fo.
B e oy The Mgs the motors in October 1942,

1 the Jepenoce removed
operttlo, ing beceuse the Jup
ot £

Tuer®

B-E~O-R-E~T

sliipe at Su

1ville in
) howeve

Fige

s da

abuc Bay to whish seeplancs ean augm
are buoys plented in Belabec Bay » oa .l““fl'n
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g mm,u opinion, from m-nu, that Balsbac Bay is capable of
T e ips up to 10,000 tons. lie s no informution regarding the depth
ii“‘f:,i}zr,;g. facilitics at Puerto Prinolll. %

The Filipino radlo cperstors sent from Australix have a westher reporting

systen with tles &t Buligay., There is no informetion regarding weather report-
ihg systems the Japanese may heve

V.- ’BASIC AIR TNFORMATION.

According to KERSON, most of the Japanese air traffic is headed in the
South, Southwest, and Southeast directions., In 1943 two-motored patrol plenes
were the principsl Japsnese plane seen passing over the Erooke's Point eree.
In 1944, however, four-motored plenes, probably transports, escorted by six
or eight two-motored planes, were aleo seen,
Since January 1944, there has beem & two-notored patrol plane over Brookes '
Point gractically deily, The Japanese patrol plane flies over at epproximetely
1,000 feet heights

Brooke's Point hus been bombed five times since Narch 194s
ings heve been demolished but no casuslties have bsen reporteds
VI. ZISFORATION REGARDING GUERKIL

A fow build~
FORCES,
Orzenisation, Eoulpuent end Treinings
KERSON reports the following as approximate figuress
Erooke's Points

120 guerrilia soldierse

2L Automstic rifles, 30 calibtre
20 Lee-Enfield rifies

12 Bpringfield rifles
12 445 calibre pistols
12 .38 calitre pistols
6 432 calivre pistols

1 Browaing automstic rif
1 Tomny gun,

There is an estinated 60 rounds of emauaition per man.

an sdditdonsl 3,000 rounds of 430 calibre ammunition wes deliv
Potnt. One boX of «§ callbre mamuiition was delivored on the sime dute, It

u timited theb the box of w45 calibre wmauiition contaised & thousand roundss

Q‘LE‘L‘_ Guerilia soldiers —-outpost

Arms &nd emmunition unknown.
Qren Orent

6 Guerrilla soldiers - outposts
Arms end wamunLion uaknowa,

In Avgust 1944
ered to Erooke's

ops of the guerrills forces ia South Palaven 65 of August 194k

B’

o gadn Nesrio Bu layor, Acting 0s0,, South Pelewen, rosidence et
puligeys (Bes P-"un.uzy 3lntian for further detuils).
plenisy Ce0s of guerrills forees at Brooke's Point.

dve Officer to Lt.. Alsnis.
B egrens e O ces, Ercokets Polat.

(o ¥o be 2
Sl T
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o o KBAOK, Aie grap I e Bouts Bt in 4 cliaotic
that a 0 sold e Brookets

Thus, they spend most of their time from so5ts he & i3
planting of ge: by tho garrison station at Broo oint, DIt ne’ soldiers
Taeist that b 13 below their digaity to plant in the Fleldss Therefore, the
soldiers depend almost wholly on the civilisns for their food,

There has been practically o training for the guerrilla forces in South
Palovan, Capts Msyor bas litile or no disoiplinery pontrol over is scldierss
It hus been reported thet he is not liked by the members of the Unit
rooke's Point, and walks in four of his life, (For further informstion
regarding Capte Meyor's standing with guerrillus, see Personality Section on

kr . Lowion)
VII. GEOHGRAPHICAL INFORKATION.
KERSON was hﬂmw'md in detsil by the Allied Geographicsl Section.
Y111, BULID b! TION,
Igxest

n Southern Palawan there has bsen no compulsion in tax collection,
Therefore, the aversge Filipino does not meet his tex obligetion,

23 Dasmsbar 1543, KERSOX ptaten that he gathered nu mldicl.l supplies
Phi and

Lo Palawan, nnd nuo'.nd the most of it to the Luerrﬂ.ln units stationed N,
8oull &h Palavan, The original redical supply has since been exhausted,

1 SO secured 4 negiigible sxount of quinine froa the Sendakan, North

‘m‘m area through Moo sessengere he has gent down there %o barter with the

00 . Philippine pre-invasion money is the medius of exshnge used on

“““ feips to North Sorneo, The Japsnese sold two-grein ulnine tablets from
:-“' @ Mio thirty centsvos per tablet.

o6 lirs Sutherlead's report Liy f170, for further details reguriing the
P‘““i“‘\ and mm situstion in South Palawsn,
DECLASSIF a8
Authority D g5

vities Counittee at Brooke's Poiut sstablislied the following

Aetd
The C%"‘i comnodities as of 17 April 19431

008 o
7 ar ceutrifugal, wiolesels by suck, R 21,00 per piculs
8u6% sontrifgel, rotail B 0,40 per kilo
Sub% es) B 0.10 per toxj # 1:00 por packsge of 10 boxes
g'u, 50 per kilo, /
56600, B 0445 1o B 0,50 per. baasy
ey B3:00 por caven of 45 gintes
Peco B 0435 per gauta
gmi" 80,20 per kilo of hoafs (L)val.hht)
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority M ¥8307Y

Bosp, Laundry, #.50 per kilo,

There hes been no appreoieble change in prices since that dute, KERSON
stated,

Minerals and Wetalst

It is reported that the Japanese sre mining memgasese on Coron Islend
The oxtent of their mining sctivities is not kuowi. KERSON states umz n.»
Lee Leurd tiat copper and maiganese exist on Jelabuo Ieland. There in
i Balabuo Taland at the present tine, according to G-2 reports received
orom Pasgiats o 1a Crus in August 194s

Einunces
Qwrencys Seript is the only medium of exchange uged in South Pelew
since the Jepenese invasion of the Philippines, Neither Jupinese invasio

Roney nor Philipyine enoy currency has been circulated in South Palawen,
Pre-war legal teader was used to obtein atebrine, washing powder, and suger
Japanese in North Borneo.

AHD PSYCH BARPARE

Allieds
st Saall bockleta, signed by Laurel, Prepidest of the
muippi.r-ls, wWere circulsted in brooke's Point in 1943, requesting
ender tothe Japanese, These bocklets had little or no effect
‘o un Sarate of \e guerrillas, It is not knows from wiere these booklets
N believes that such informetion is infiltrated into South Pulewen
b co,.opaucm Polices

KERSON talked to the people in the various barrios in South Pelawen,
bnhurw thelr coursge, while he wes gathering puley for the soldiers, He

% a major part of his time gathering palay for the guerrills fron October
SPi2 will hugust 194
corddng to KERSON, Palewan needs s fow Auericen Arny officers to

en out the potty youncu and lethargy which exists in the guerrilla

otradBOn . eokets Point areas It iy KERSON's opinion thet the Fiipinos
foroed B Jesdership, not by D0ie ok Fisotes offtsars, Vit frok white
need & Moreover, there is strong fesling by the civilinns sgainst the
of 400072 organisetion et Brooke's Point. Thers have been several insteaces
“’::un guerrille members, at the polat of & gun, heve forced the civilisns

ol dliem with food,
w supply

OLKIPLI = 5%2%, 120 1be, 50 years, living at Tausan, Gives full
a0 PO operation,” Priendly to Anericans. (Se Mr. Sutierlenils report
T.Re #1700
- 5, 10 lbs 62 years, Lived on Sulu A rader
1AL '“‘ B inds, e od’n Lusber buunuan Tn Pelaves - 19354 doingy
,,u, oL, Sutres in Fami-tewd, Last heard of in Tevi-tavi, He gy
‘spanteh-has

-Anoricen war veters

1n consand Taviatar Sostor: Lash hossl of st Turicgfy

Dﬂ" -E-0-R-5-T N
e




5
MAJOR mquz - Hltp 8%, 160 1bm, 52 Formerly Battallon
asander o1l PG lbldiu)\hmm. Promoted to present renk in
dmrsu of Paluwan , but Lund from duty and called
Paneys  Rapertad i oMb CoeR cump st Carasay, Seen last in
Naeh 153,

LT, (CAPT.) OSHORNE = Passed Pelawsn and Borneo, and nporcud captured by
nese off Borneo. (See further information in I.ie #170,
land,)

ete. Tas betrayed by his om relstives (Cossopolitans) and taken
by the Japanese to Menila, Was returned to Palwen and killed at
Puerto Princese early 1944 E
RATMUNDO BUNCAG — Fulliao, 8 ok, e due, 5 vench, TRslines e Sl ok
present, v Governo: ut Caremay under Gov. Abordo. Probably
FeLiabics Tass Fasin of ot tacunsy’

ABOKD0 — Filipino. 516X, 160 1bs. ‘Attorneys Present Governor
of Palewu wnder Comsonwealth. Has been in evacuetion since oute

break of war; has not visited his districts, hus  Shove ke s
ness &s a leader, does not hieve the full confidence of the peopl

HODESTO RODRIGUEZ — Filipino. §'2%, 135 lbs, 46=50 4 duble man,
b iven sppointment by KERSON as JuP. unc n- rd er at Tub-tub,
s Point.

Brooke

8. O UORENO — Filipino, 519, 146 lbs, 50 yours. Elested mayor of  estetpel
District of Brwoke's Point. Waen KEKSON arrived found Mors
evacuation, having abandoned his office. Has not shown signs 3
cooperation, Did mot teke steps to help esc rod brisoners” (Axertonus).
Offered no police protection to the Cl rohants when they were
+ threstened.’ Last lieard of at Tub~tub, Rrockals Point,

i i) "“P‘m soldder (Gpl). 5M¥, 130 1bs, 36 years. Fros
Eelebec PC berracks, Joined KERSON Ootober 1942, n-u.me man.
Tristad by the Balabes veople wnd ronained faitnful on duty in
Dalabsc petrol, Rated as trustworthy. August 1944, with fuerciting
at, iirooke's Point,

DE LA CRUZ — Filiplnos 5'4¥, 130 lbs, 26 years, Resident of
BTN T soiin Peissany, Foradily ! (4oics batnras Bornvoy dntn il Nosy |
e Speaks Malayan, loro dm.cu, Tagalog mnd Palewan dialects.
Is expert Loatsnan and has full knowledge of Palawan-Borneo watere
ed PO pu—m. Linked with KERSON October 1942
- at Tabud KERON a5 guide and interpreter. Trusted
% bandle local missions for aray, and used as intelligence men in
palabace Probably most sctive of all soldier: Trustworthy,

. o Filipine, 515, 150 1y,
JIURI0 B C¥imbar conoesuion, Glaing te n Aeoloune Resident of B

Clnm Us Sy Army (Res X
in chu't,'u of p-trcu in

n ™ ot durd o

axzed by the Belabeo soldiera (mg om men), fias .t.um

thet he cannot discipline his soldiers for fear of b o

ghens

HUA = Filipino, 544", 145 1b
BB e 70 soldler av sutbreax of i
B B e with KERSON 1111 rive of Tasrege, aud son

::‘:nrcln In wneny territorys Mas caken pris

"DECLASSIFIED i
Authority ML T80 7
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DECLAS!

7

A% Bluligay, Brooke's Polnt.

(CPL) ALANIS — Filiplno, 54% 1bs, 30 + wsident ul Teguseo,

; Bro Point, and regular scldier FO. Joined KERSON Oetober 1942,
Promoted 3rd Lt. under Tuntage, and an sctive and reliable man.
Dbeen contact officer with Cara

Ay, &nd now located at Hrookets Pointe

ISAAC MARIAKO — Filipino-Spuniard. Mansger of lumber inverests of lre T, Ba
Holmsen, lunberman and Norwegien consul in Manila, Strongly pro-
Jepanese, Organized band of about 300 men against Commonwoslth
Governuent, at the outbresk of war, He escaped with Drs Llopes to
Borneo to cooperte with Jujanese. Reported to huve returned to
West cosst of Pelawan, probatly in Eran fay districts

SGT. ALEGRE — Filipinos 5'3%, 130 lbs
spectacles, Reguler PC at P
was Sgt. Linked up with KERSOM
Lus been atteched to guerrillas at Brooke!
Promoted to 3d Lt. from Car
Brookets Poin

48 years, Grey haired. Wears
incesa end at outbresk of war

scen eerly 1943 (Pebruary) snd
8 Point since June 1943,
e He hus been Executive officer at,

to be considered

s
t from June 1943 %o the present. Mot
relieble, and has beeu a drag on the morsle of the
Point, Kis relatives are permitted to enter ene:
retura to brooke's Point without hindrence,
2o%%le %o.be & source of leakage of infurnation - sspecially svauh
Tedio party.

£ Lh CRUZ — Pilipluo, 5157, 140 Lbs, 46-48 yesrs,
8t Tabud, South Paliwan. Lumber-man sng
brother of Pascual de lu Grus,

Lives permanently
generel merchent, Older
Of great help to eivilians and
galdiers Lu the guthering of foodstuffs, Maiutaques the Cape
Buliluyea ia food I8 & fully trustworthy men snd

on o po,0f service, lir. KERSON advised radic mey by establigh

Fopebud with Holses de la Grus. The looation of Tabud s
suitatle for observation of east &nd west approaches at Balabac,

LT, MARCEZL SAN JUAY — F.
Wears glasses

s arensy
o cutssion sarly 1944, and legh SornnYd
preima e indueted soldiers at Brooks Point

y Ceresars Considered reltabyg, w M
FRANCISCO ’P):‘\;:ﬁf:“ «,Iﬂ:\lphm of Noro extraction, Fron Albio Ho
52 by Garr? 180 108, 26 years, Mavggol to Rt P rest
ol :;«m,, and abusing hig suthority by rop peop1 PPolnted
Sontiseated bolty, goods, Secd erealtoles Ko
suppopedly 8sthering gt ¢ o

i
1t For guieniiiag it pereenad uag
PROTACIO FRABCISCO - 2

Flliping, g1gn
nd Wes lusber ¢ e 8'3%, Lis 1ng, 35
Ex-PO soldior, 41080 00 Gotoassion 'yt prenstt LAVed b Balapes
Souks Blann, "t brenent gy 0 S0 o 3tt% Vost Palayan,
T ALY magergeq TYPEILE of xn-ugululiil::.s;s;l‘ Tork tn.
ow 1 Brooketg Potng ml_nx::pl«. Not to be anﬁ,.h;" ;m, Hat \
B i ed relinb),
¥o B, BAQULAO — p. o
Netive o SN, (e 84 wall
A1 ¢
- resbion, i Boldter 1, U1Y) 1mygq 1bs, 45 yeas
0 Lt ractiottle mun, Moy, SEULAF PG, Taanioa,’ Rt
nlicted wy o0 DFO0Keta Bojng, M 2
H18 rasord 1 apes
%0 hiy mo, s
Toang ot i nore $100"}:

TiTamey. . %2 Mel, wn

or gusrrill,,

B-k-c.
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IRMEO RODRI( 1 , 165 1bs, 45 years, Former teacher ek
g { the wax yeare involved in mauy

Of USAFFE. Gl'-n
dcer st brooke's

36-38 yoers, !unn£ uged ty

»
Luston Blevedoring Cospaty in the operation of mangauems s o
Coron, Organized guerrillus cn Coron snd did some wonderful work
agi

regul ended Americans in forth Pelemen. Was
made Captein and is at present engaged in anti-Japanese cctivit;

Hias plane for clearing Japanose out of Puerto Princesa, but restrained
by higher suthorities, A very good leader, and trustwortly man.
I &t present time in Corumsy.

MANCARIO Y, ALEfs - Chinese, naturelized Filipino. s-u 120 1bs, 46 yerrs.
Morchant and cuvtleman at Brooke's Point m ure, At present
dosated on lila own anch ut Paratungen, brookers boints Has shom
un Interest in all white people encountered, and extended lelp.
Has been the victin of severel irregulerities at the hands of the
guerrilias many of hits catile heve boon stolen and shot. Ts very
strongly anti-Jepanese.

AMDRES BAUSTIA — Filipiuos 5'4%, 150 lbs, 40 years. Formerly merchent cn
v service 1940. Consissioned as Lb.
irooke's Point. Disbanded his soldiers

rted killed ese in Manile g
cash cheque eoverm; his Philippine Army pey. No relimble confirm-
atdon of tui,

SALIP BARAHIM — Filipino, Moro of Cegayan Sulu., 505%, 135 lbs, 45 year
For ueverel yaurs resident at Isusbo, aud un,,hged with Tusbage in
Baqy irregularities in the gathering of Paley for the pueiiise
and selling it in Cageyen Sulu. When Tumbags looted the store of
Culusse Go Ten Soy, the store wes %annexed® and delivered o salip
ralidn wio held it as bis personal property
LORENZO HEOSUAL
== Pilipino. 5124, 115 1bs, 30 years, Regular soldier
Philippine Coastabulery, 2ud body guard and helper of Tusbegs
Assooluted with Tubega in the irreguler collection of palsy snd
and uped 1 Aray Gommection ko ntistasts People L looted,
ot to be trusted. "

\

¥Ry DALENDEG ~— Filipino, 55", 145 lbs, 40 yesrs. Formerly t, s
8chool, Brooke's Pola, ail now guerrdlLa member hh’f‘f‘!‘:’ 2% Piloy
Tsusbo region, is very sctive and hus & o ative in

cleener rec,
of the soldters, At present in Brooke's Potng, | oTC thal Bost

BEN ARROZ — Pilipino of Mopo Extraction. 51w,
Osgaybis Bulu and sohooked in Peloway, J‘.,:D 1u“' - pe
student and interested in photogrs, %l
Americens ear]; ‘the
rsr,utih? 10 wental unbalange,
Ta married to Miss Eigte Howsll

Born in
School.

60 TAN 501

o Shinesey guze,
the 50 yedray Merchy
4 evaoulted to South pec. ws:; ;:tl;u'"o (3 o e
biapes ¥ mor
Eroup, L1688 8ad suffred nany Chonrh at the h
HO¥ 18 tho Aborlan area. 4 tarsten u(,m =
wan,

Laved g

o o the of wap,
o e ANBAY — Apis
st an

Hos $V48, 130 11 s
Slatne o have Lol wirs S, former PO

Solater 1y

LTI
e g0

SEmCmREnT




m- refugecs from the Mengsee

159, 130/ 1be, 30 yerrs, Recident of
Eatered Bornso o obtain -u:h!.u for Mr. KERSON 19434
H-lp-d h-rluln. with guidance snd transportution.

VICTERINO (vl;'mm AU?) MISAJOX = Filipino, 5%4%, 130 lbs, 40 years. Parﬂ-rl.v
ontanster b Nelabac, Received orders from Buresu of Posts to
oracuate Ll equipaeat of Post Office radio and U, 8, Nevy weather
gtation, but did not obey. The Japsnese took sll equipuent nearly
a Joar ufter oubtresk of wer. (December 1942). He becane a xmrr—
s bt vt SYer Yo W Jspanese st the oocupstion of Selebe
"‘-lk/ 8 witli the enemy., Last heard of s postmaster under
the Japances &% Belstan

MATIAS VICENTE — !uiylno. 00370 140 iba, 47 yoaze. layor of Muntctpallty
of palabuc. In full cooperation with KERSON uad all efforts gt
Japanese, bu e 44 evacuntion after the Jupanese occupation he

e caught s forced to work for the enemy.

CLODUALDO -Aﬂnrxsx ~= Filipino, 5'8, 145 lbs, 50 yearss A former sayor of
alubao and at present resident ther 5 cooperated with all our .

-x forts and helped all Ameriesn: 48 Ueyor now under the Japan—
sends out information sbout enemy sovesents and locations.
Advised radio purty under Cory n and because of

the fresence of the Jepanese &t Balabuo,

RUFTAO SANSON — Pillipino, 5V5%, 130 1bs, 30 years, Morchant and Lunbersan
and proninent men in Balabec affairs. Has coopersted with kr, KERSON,
nd helps to send out informetion by Pagcusl de ls Crus. Provided
transportation snd help for Corpus and party. Trustworth

GAPT. ERAULIO Fo VILLASIS — 5079, 1bs, 45 years. Filipimo. Regular
oficer Philippine Constabulery. Commandod Balabec detachment ms
Lieutenant, end later as Captein. Barly 1942 he disbended b
soldiers without, any support, and hid the Constabulary lswich in
the Iwahig River where it rotted.

frightencd when the Japanese nachine-gunned Pusrto Priscise (more
then 100 niles away) that he wept like & SHIlG Jolnad with Lts
peulista in effort to leave Pulewan, Arrived safely on Pansy (n1a
home 1- 4n Capis on Panay), and Jeth no vmncuuw\ with the
suthoritd South Palavan where tires oases of Fifle smmnition
in his charge could be found, L of ia

§-B~G-ReB-T~

a Panay us Lt, Col. Villasis,




TO WHCM IT MAY COMCERN:

$ ARY
Pat.rel Lnn,ruﬂ.od ¥o carry oub the following orders or the nu.u.-ry
Commands

1. Protect 1ife and property of Joyal clviiian populstion of
Palewan,

A1) aivilians are requested to report Lo the U 8 Amy Fatrol,
1t ¥ilitary Hozdquarters full details of all crimes or i1
regularitios committed in the barrios or neighborhood.

3. Persons engaging in Sth colusn activities will be
or shob. Suppression of information regarding 5th column work
will suject the person withholding such information to nunpluim
of being themselves fifth columnisba.

ke Civilian population not co-operabing with the nxm.m will
bo investigated, and if found guilty, will be punished.

5. Robbers, , and murderes will be taken prisoner, If
they resist arrest uuy may be shot.

6. Plre-arms must be registered with U 8 Amy Hoadquarts
il G sqriitiants o Teplatratio WAAINN, | LPA ngh meodad fer
personal protection will be surrendered and a nuivt therefor

7, Mo porson will be allowed to ounnlﬂmn‘hahm
willing to co-operate, and who is MZ willing to
i Mol sign the cath &

et S PR
ron out
,mmum o byl or bt Vo :ﬂ: °;°:‘“ Phdg»in- Toiands are
ducke,  They Ll not lolter in Falavan wakers,  FPailure §
T confiseation of all property, re b0 conply
9. A1 lsenso, ;
bo centiscateds - | VTeAsportation lasued by the memy Wil

10,

i "uh-t:i.ﬁhtnm:umhrwpnnhuc\hnnot
ject, without proper wiitbon -ut.noru.y from bh‘”u“' nr W i
1, 14 i K or

8 st arad o oy S48 O sliter o hoga

h bresking thie ood, -m-n riten authord hertty. " ohhogt, .,,,._

'12, Bach saldter or 'Uv g s

o, or for mushh e LuBtesT (uard Wil by
” :—-MN. Sartridge of wmmunition x.:::: to Rinr i

o Faloe Fuors, oo,

W ey *Slally thos

eI e 0 v e s,
14, Each person msy
b ’""lmm:tom:uumrmam\«“

lSE(E‘u_T|

he




15. No £
mended by the cmauu of 1

16, Bach member of yolunt b
of the Intelligence Service o: the Hilitary He and is required to
report any Lrregularities or anything suspicious which may come to his
attention,

17. A soldiers are expected to do tl
refusing Lo obey order or refusing o face the enemy during action w
subject to Court-diartial, or junisheent according to the Articles & e

r duty at all times. Alw -oldlur

18, Fvery soldier shall keep his fire-arm strictly in his possession,
He shall not loan it to any percon whomsoever except in excepbional cirous-
stances during action, Soldiers who loan their ems to unsuthorized persons
wdll be disarmed,

19. Saldters sastgied to gusrd duty sy not leavo thels posta untll
properly reli

The following is a the announcesent of lis Excellency the
p.-uid-w n: tho Untted Seacos of Anerien, It is appended here for your

ALL soldiers not surrendered should fight agalnst enery invasion,
and thn civilian, Covernnent , and USAFFE property. :
2. Soldiers must report for duty to nearest U.S, Amy comsand.

only soldlers Mo report and who reader erfislent servics ean
commended for back pay.
expoct %io ve ro

/8/ V. Kerson

V., KERSON
COMMANDER GUERILLA FORCES

SOUTH PALAWAN
g GO 72) :
¢ /8 Mazzey I, Rosen CERIIFIED TRUE COPY:
o e et
g B,0,V.NELSHN,
Captain, Inf

Aut

P R




and the government in south Falawan., He has furnished us food and trans-
portation on our patrol duties; raised funds and palay for the support
of us scldiers thru voluntary contributations among the people here. He
goes ocut on all our patrol dutles from Brooke's Point to Balabac on the
East Coast and Punta Baja to BAlabac on the west coast of Palawan. lie
had stop robberies murderers and persecuted 5th column activities.

We signed this testimony as a sign of our gratefulness of his
services rendered to our government and pecple.

/s/ Julian Ochabe 8 /8/ Pedro Rodriguen

Pfe. JULIAN OCHARE Pvt. PEDHO RODRIGUEZ

/s/ Celestino Bersabel i /s/ Frut Katon

Pvt, CELESTINO RERSABAL Pvt. FRUT KATON

/./ Pascual De La Crus /s/ Delfin Maghanua
Pvt.,Pascunl De La Crug Pvt. UELFIN MAGHANUA

/s/* Dionisio Del Mundo /s/ Rogasiano Katon

Pvt, DIONISIO DEL MUNDO Pvt. HOGASIZNO KATON

Nagario B. Mayor /8/ Robert Morris Hodges
(/;:,{n. NAZAKIO B. MAYOR (PAR) ROBEIT {(ODGES First Class Seaman

ommander of the guerilla activities (usn)
b Balabac District
/s/ Aurelie Vicencio
Pvt, Aurelio VICENCIO

K.D

A TEUE COPY1 y
/s/ Murra. J.\glosen CEl IED TRUE COPY:

WRRAY J. ROS: Vit

2nd Lt., Inf.
E.0,V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf

EXHIBIY w43 w



Nr, V. Kerson is the

the undersigned Civilian Activities Cormittee
of Brnok"- Po!.nt chosen in a public meeting of the p.opll
and organized to Nlull\l the affairs and to
order hereby reccomend to all loyal Pili,

promote
¥r, V. Km

.pinos
leader who is responsible for the re-

organization of the soldiers and civil guard in south Palawan.

Countersigned:
V. KERSON

(thumb print)

His thumb print

A TRUE COPY:
/s/ Murrsy J. Rosen
MURRAY

J. ROSEN
7i 2d L., Inf,

'1ED TI COPY:
ﬁﬁ i

5.0V, NELSEN,
capt. Inf.

/s/ T. H, Edwards
« H. EDVARDS

/8/ Modeste Rodrigues
MODESTE RODRIGUEZ

/8/ 8. C. lMoreno
8 MORENO

Civilian Activities Committee.

DECLASSIFIED:
Authority AND §530 7 5




Lt it

DECLASSIFIED
At

uthority %8

702 Col. PERALTA, Com. Officer, 6lst Division
Subject: List of Guerrillas stationed at Brooke's Point, Palawan

Name Rank Arms Ammunitions

1. Tumbaga, Emilio Staff Sgb. Rifle 65 rounds

2. Baguiao, Felimon Sgt. " 65 rounds

3. Alanis, Butiquie Cpl. » 65 rounds

h. Bunag, Pelusio Pfc. » 65 rounds

2. Opate, Felipe " Shotgun : rounds

" ot " " "

7. Abejo, Ezequiel Pvt. Rifle 3

8. Arteche, Valentin " 4 65

9. Bacnotan, Sofronio " W &5 »

10. Bungalso, Fabio " Hevolver I W

11, Cayabo, Eulogio L Rifle s =

12, an, Hilarion N Pistol R

13. Baton, Rogaélano " Shotgun 6 =

14, Laab, Benjamin " Rifle o5 *

15. Magbanua, Delfin n " g, 8

16. Reasol, Pelipe a " &5, | #

17. Rotero, Fortumto » . L

18, Hermosura, Lorenso " " 5,
19. Buncag, Vicente " " o P

/8/ V. Kerson
V. KERSON
Guerrilla Aet
g of the USAFFE, South Palawan
saroh 23, 1943
. CERTK'E‘)XE; TRUE COPY:
“ Sk )27
A TRUB Jel Murrey J. Rodea A &b\
J. ROSEN
2nd Ib., Inf, £,0,V. NELSEN,
EXHIBIY #4L ® Cept, Inf,



T0 s
Subject:

A,

Ce

D.

Col. PERALTA, Com.Officer, 6lst Division
Locations of Posts of Guerrilla Forces

Hdqrts. Guerrilla Forces in Macungwa
1. V. T. Kerson

5. Pvt. Abejo
6. Pvt. Hermosura

Tlnumzbnbog Detaghment :
Pfe. Pasla
2. Pt Dnngln
3. Pvt. Opate
he PVt Nagbanua
5. Pvt. Rotero
6. Pvt, Katon, R, ,
7. Pvb. Frute

Bugsuk Detachment:
1. Julian Ochabe
2, Pvt, Celestino Bersabal
3. Pascual de la Crus
he M Dionisio del Munde

5. Pedro Nndrlgul
6. " Frute Katon
7+ Wobert liodges, Lst Glass Seauan,

USF RET |

March 23, 1943

U.s.H,



F. Panacan Detachment:
1. 8gb. Alegro
2, Lieut. Antore Rodrigues, P.A., Res.
3. Capt, Tavesore, Ph., Bes,

he Sidney VWright, U.S.N.
5. GCaredo Peres
6. Domingo Santoreno

/s/ V. Kerson

Authority NND V.

Commanding Aetivities
of the USAFFE, South Palawan

A TRUE COPY:

/s/ Murray J. Rosen CEl TRUE COPY:
MURRAY J. ROSEN Eg(
2nd Lb., Inf. V.. -
E.O,V.NLLSEN,
Captain, Inf




FORCES

0:  Gol. PERALTA, Com. Offlcer, 6lst Division
ubject:  List of Cuerrillas stationod at Bugauk, Palawan

Namo Rank Armg Ammunitions
1. Narciso Mayor Gapt. Rem, Pistol 60 rounds
2. Julian Gchabe Pfe, Rifle 65 rounds
3. Celestino Bersabal Py, Rifle 65 rounds
4. imscual de la Crus Pyt ifle 65 rounds
5. Dionisio del Mundo Pvt, Rifle 65 rounds
6. Pedro Lodrigues Pvt, lifle 65 rounds
7. Prute Katon Pvt, ' lifle 65 rounds
8. Ani Pfa. ristal 100 rounds
9. Aurelio Vaconsio Pvt. MD Pistol 60 rounds
10. Rébert Hedges 1st Class Seaman U.8.N. Rifle 65 rounds
1}, pcnrqa Davis USN Kevolver 16 rounds
1‘)- Bruce Elliot USN Shotgun 25 rounds
/8/ V. Keraon
V. KERSON
Comusnding Guerrilla Activities
of the USAFFE, South Palawan
March 23, 1943
TRUE alt;/
s/ Murray J. Rosen
JURRAY J. ROSEN CERZ?E?'IED o
zl Lt., Inf,

E.0.V. HELSEN,
Captain, Inf

SECRET
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70 ¢ Col. PERALT . Officer, 6lst Divis
Subject: Report on my activities on my srrival at ‘s Point.
Arrived at Brooke's Point on October 11, 1942, with Mr. Gafrison,

‘carrying with us message from the Leaders of Guerrilla Actlvities in
Bacolod, Dumagueta and Cebu, to meet the American Forces in South Borneo.

TR

Upon our arrival at Brooke's Point, we meet the soldiers of the
P. C. and some Americans who escaped from the Consentration Camp at
Puerto Princessa, and found that there was no government functioning,
because the Municipal Mayor on June, when the Japs occupied Puerto,
advised the people, that the Coumonwealth Government no longer exist.
Several t citizens complained to us of the dosorder in the
town and that stealing, loothing and shooting of cows and cattle are
sbound. What I did was to call a meeting of the town people with the
Mayor and the scldiers and there and then we rted to enforce Martial
Law to show the people that the military authoriies should be follomed
for the protection of the lives and properties of the people.

Then, later, when peace and order has been established, I organized
Givildsn Activities Committee. I told the people in the same public
mmeting, that this Committee will run the Civil Government of the town,

a copy of the rules and organization is attached hereto.

Then we organized the South Patrol, barric by barrio te inform
the people that Uivil Government is in exdstence, backed up by the Milivery

foree.

The fact that the soldiers have got to be maintained, and that they
do net have sslary, I requested the people to contribute voluntarily
oither palay OF any other foodstuffs for our seldiers. AL the same-tine
volunteers vere organized for communication purposes and for the protection

g lives and properties of the pegple. This has been carried from barrio
:, barrio, from Brooke's Point to Balabac, 4

sihen we reached Balabac, en November 20, 19.2, we found that what
paned st Brooks's Foint happened slso to Balabac, ao ell the people
BApPened o mountain. I gathered all tho peopls together and made a
o, 40 bosci and ash up active committeo and established oivil governaent
publde P what T did in Brooks's Point. Volunteer muards vere organ-
the 8880 ked the poople to take good care of the radio station, three
and been evacuated fran the post office and part of Lhe radle sets.
s boan already taken by the Japs before 1 caue.
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Fron Balabes ¥6 ¥ent o th vest coast and found the people (300 §
pusber) 81525 Lo s :.ﬁ,::"ﬁm columists, Dr. Llspds and X 5280
hey
ﬂf:::'”:w Japs are better, people there that the Americans are
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I shot a couple of thelr leaders fore peace And opder has beon established.

1 returned to Prooke's Point, leaving a part of my force, 11 soldiers
under the cormand of Captain Mayor, with orders to obop all plil] bartering
which was then rampant with the people from the occupied territories
(Gagaynnos and Dorneans), furnished by Japs with goods to barter with pulay.
This has boon totally stopped.

Upon sy arrival at Brooke's Polnt X learned that the Visayan guerrilla
activities from Lieut, Cotron has ulready bosn united to one force, and has
alroady been reported to America, So I started north to unite the southern
Pulawan unit with that of the northern unit, At Panscan, I found guerrillas
with 17 men. I disbanded thes as they do not follow the regulaticns of the
portiel law. The leader escuaped to Jumbo, I procweded Lo Sumbo to see
that leoder. The leader told mo potnthlank that he was Loo young for the
Job. What I did was to pubt as a mers soldier under my comsand. I
1sed intelligence units under Sgt. Alegro to work up in Iwahig so that he
cun obir up the colonos there snd mako them understand that the Fillpinos
should be united together and fight owr common encmey, the Jups. After
this, I proceeded to Caramay via Alfonso XIII to cantact with the guerrillas
and the . C. force in the north.

The rvsult of uy mission was that we have been united inte cne solid

gorce in Palawan, and came to an agreement Lo strike at the enemy any time
under the comssnd of Maj. Manigue, V. C.

Ja/ V. Kerson
V. KERSON
Commanding Guerrills Activities
yareh 235 1943 of the USAPFL, South Puluwan

DL‘ST,’LI‘!?TI-\H:
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» THUE J¢]  Murrey 3. Rosen DECLATS 4630 7%
o/ WUIELAY J, HOSEN uthority ==

2nd 1., Inf,

1 1nt., EXHIDIT #38 n



TO :  Col. PERALTA, Com. Officer, 6lst Pivision
Subject: To Unite Guerrilla Forces Southern Palawan
Under Your Command

~5-T-A-T-B-~-E-H-T~

1, V. T, ORION (oigned), is willing to wnite my forees of
Southern Palawan with the forces under your command, and receive and
obey all orders from your Headmarters.

Have been trying sometime to get contact with you, but until
now was able tc do so.

fave made this contadt through one of your Intelligence
Officers vorking in Palawan (Lt. Clew)

Will be walting for further orders from your Headquarters.

You may send the orders for my Headquarters direct, or
through your Intellegence Officer , Lt. Clew, now in Caramay.

/8/ ¥. Kerson
V. KERSON

Guerrilla
of the USAFFE, South Palawan

Dists

To Concerned

Lieut. Clew

File

A TRUE COPY2
/e/ Murray J. Rosen

MURRAY J. ROSEN
2nd Lt., Inf,

) OPYE
‘a.o,v-rg’;{‘m' SEC RET

Capt.
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This is Lo authorize Nr. V, KERSON, Chief of the
Guerilla Organisation in southern Palawan to call for
active duty all EESERVISTS, FX~-CONSTABULARY soldiers and

Ex-TIAIN'ES. They are to report Lo him &t his headquarters
for instructions.

/8/ Pedro Manigjue
PLDRO MANIGIUE
Major (Inf) USA

Battalion Commander

A THUE COPY:

/s/ Murray J. Rosen CER’I‘IFIED TRUE COPY:

MUIRAY J. ROSEN A7
2nd k., Inf. E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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March 24, 1943,
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCEMNs )

This 1s to announce to the people and the public
-in general that Mr. V,KFHSON i personslly knosn by the
highest ‘cormand of this provance. e has mide his appeurance
in pergon,.that he is a friendly party. The Uuerilla movement
which he had alresdy initiated in the south of this province
4s roported by him to this coumand,

I hereby demand from all civilians and soldiers alike
Yo cooperate With him,

/8/ Pedro Nanige
PEDRO MANIGQUE
Major (Inf) USA

Battalion Coumander

A TRUE COPYs
/s/ Murray J. Rosen OERTEFIED TRUE COPY:
WURIGY 3, ROSEN, 75
2d Lt., Inf, /et
E.0.V.NELSEN,

Captain, Inf

DECLASSIFIED,
Authority NND §830 75




Narch 24, 1943 ¢

TO VHOM IT MAY CONCHEW:~

e, V. T. Kerson, Uhief of the Gurrellas in Southorn
Palawan, is hereby authorized to enlist such nuamber ' of
men whether a trainee, ex-soldiers, or reservists, for his
organization decldedly fighting for our cause. Lvery assis-
tance must therefore be extended to him as our victory
would mean the triumph of freedom and justice in this part
of the world, and credit must therefore go to ralawan. Our
march therefore is for freedom, and for freedom we Lignt

until we achleve our goal, namely, justice and equality for
all.

/s/ Gaudencio k. Aborde

GAUDENCIO ko ABORDO
Governor of Falawan

A TRUE COPY: P 1
/s/ Murray JI. Rosen cmz}.’nm TRUE COPY:
MURRAY 'J, ROSEN oy
2d Lt., Inf. 7. 3
£.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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Mareh 30, 1943

Subject: Coordination of Work

To :  Mr, V, Kerson

1. In order to establish full and complete cooperation among
11 the leaders and unit commanders of the Guerilla forces in this
province, it is hereby enjoined that in dealing with the civil author-
ities in matters regarding finances, food supplies and other things
which are needed for the use of the Army, that this headquarters be
£irst advised and consulted to so that these matters will be referred
to the respective officers or officials for proper action,

/s/ Pedro Manigque

PEDRO MANIOQUE
Major (Inf) AUSA

s/ Battalion Commsnder
A TRUE COPY: 5
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CERPIFIED TRUE COPY:
MURRAY J. ROSEN '
2nd Lt. Inf. D7 A et

E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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al Government of Palaw:
rdpx‘! recoived from the Wetvrar it Treasurer;
ssuing of P10,000.00 in scrip money for the
Munieipal Distriet of Brooke's Point, this CIVIL ACTIVITIFS CGDIITTEE
which was chosen by the citizens of Brooke's Polht assembled in the
Juniclpal Building in the Month of Noveuber, 1942, to bring order in
o for the ¢
shall
lppﬂi—v\\md officials of Ermkl'u Point, snd at the request of the Yovernor
 Province act only as an Advisory Counsil to the Civil and Military
Rl Vyadrad v

That the Military Commandor has notified us that the soldiers will
gather and 1ive at the barrakcs in'the center of Brooke's Foint, and will
need aubsistence in the form of scrip money and paley, and therefore ve
have agreed to do everything possible to furmnish these things.

That with the help and co-operation of the Treasurer, who is present
in this meeting, that the scrip money will be lssued wikhout delay.

% because of the failure of the Municipal District Couneil t
convene, and the obstacles s illness, ebc., to convene without delay, the
Committee appointed kr. Paulino Apostol as the third member to sign the
sard,; with the Mayor and the Treasurer under authority of Provinoial
Board of Palawan,

That the Treas

urer have a clerk in his office,

That the Muhicipal District Mayor be given free hand to get P
pary things done, secure and maintain peace and order, snd to co co-operate
S the ML1Ltary to this and.

That the Plnglhn and all citizens be informed that they shall not
rade with people fron outside of Pelil 0o 43 not have a Pernit for b
“_ the Military, The Civil Guards in all places are to be held respousible
yeport all traders, cuspilc, and other means of trlnnpox'\ahlml who cones to
Y ehores gathertng palay for export.

ghat fishtrap owners shall accept the vales of the Leso-Sgt of the
soldiers, Cpl. Alanis, and that these vales are to be pald every fifteen (15) days.

mwi Commander, South Palawan, informs us that the Act'g
oldiers at Drooke's Point is Sgt. Baquiso; the Mess—igt is Cpl Alanisj
ﬂ‘:”., ‘Moss-Sgt 18 Pyt, Pa-ala;,




‘centrifugal, por
n.wm, m.mp-rp;nwp.rpm.-.rmm.
5alt, PO.50 per ganta

Cotfes, groen, FL.50 por kilo. -

Tobace, P0,25 to F0.50 per banay

wlay, 3.0 per earin of 25 guatas

#0.35 per ganta
on\h £0.20 per kilo of hoof. (Livewelght).
Hogs, $0.20 per kilo liveweight.

Pork,  $0,35 per kile.

Beef, P0.30 per kile, lst class.

'fnh. J'm per klo fresh.
P0.50 por Klo.
Chiskens, £0.25 to 0,50 each ascording to sise.
Fage, chickan, 20,03 ench.
k, #0.04 sach.
Soap, Xlundry. $0.50 per idle.

That we agree with tho Military n&l-rny in --u»u-mu 8 G4 Court
made,

to which -u complaint shall be
two ol iy _nr shall be the Commander
of the soldlers ('.uiury Conmander, The C: A. Committee hereby chooses

member.
n- or shall dispose of all trivial cases; where the parties cannot
or whore the complaint is more serious the case will be imediately
S med over to the G-1 Gourt.

The NULNary Communder has atfered bo glve all nessssary assistance to
the Mayor in carrying out the the pflans and orders above stated.

Meeting od.
iy 7o/ 3 K. Binasta
+ K. EDWARDS, Chalrman
/s/ Modesto kodrigues, Memeber
MODESTO RODRIGUEZ

/8/ S. C. Moreno
S. C. MOKENO, Mesber.

4 TRUE uw/f; Murrey J. Rosen




¥ l’l, 1943

The Acting Co d
Brooke's Point, Palaw

Sim
In connection with the payment of salaries of soldiers

(part salary), please come over at my office at Pimoyso and bring
with you the following:

aa

1. Blank payroll for soldiers
2. Names of all the soldiers

>
S
v
&
&

If you have the records of the last payment made to the
soldlers, please bring with you, * If you have the copy of the
last payroll, please bring with you. Any old payroll will do,

AATAISSV'ID!

Very respectfully, -

/8/ E. A. Villapa

« VILLAPA
ums.u&pnl DiJLX“.cL Treasurer

Actg. Commander, Sgt. Baquiao

In order to fucilitate the work of the treasurer in paying
the soldiers please comply with the above request. You shc
go %0820 Lhe treasurer at his office ou londay, ipril 19, 1
prepare Lo hlep the ruyroll. Mr. fodrifues says b
of the P. C. are 4n his house at his eradiasion Where you
and find vhat you need.

e

8
V. KERSOH
) Coumanding Guel orces
outh Palapan
COPY:,
A TS CO%Y ) Murray 3. Rosen CER’I(/IFIED TRUE Copy:
UUNRAY J. HOSEN 2%
nd L. Inf, C( TR
E.O.V.N‘“Lsmr,
aptain, Inf

EXHIBXT » 3L w



0
Balabace,
« 250 ee Alcohol Denatured
250 ce Guinine Mixture -
300 ce Tincture Iodine
250 ec Tincture Arneca
Aromatic Spt. Ammonia 250 ce
Hydrogen Peroxide 250 cc
150 ec Fluidextract of Ergot
100 ce Argyrol sol
500 ce Lysol
500 Gms Sodium Bicarbonate Powder
100 tabs Sodium Biearbonate
15 tabs . o
500 tabs Soda Mint tablets
150 tabs Mentholated throat
100 tabs Ammonium Chloride tablets
200 gus Sodium Bromide Pwd.
200 tabs Diarrhoen Dystntery
100 Gms Sodium Bicmrbonate Pwd.
100 0ills Cathartic Pills
200 tabs Urotopin
200 Colomel & Santonine
25 tabs Soda Mint
1/2 Kilo Magnesium Sulphate
100 gms Yodoform Puwd,
B, B I Comp. Pud,
10 Amps. Neosalvarsan & water

[)ECLASSIFIED
Authority NND ¥830 75

6 Amps Adrenalin A TRUE COPY:
Amps Comporate 011
i‘/.z xﬁ.o Colomel Oint. /s/ Murray J. Rosen
1 hmpe Glucose Seruss MURRAY J. ROSEN
1/2 Kilo Potassiua Pernanganate Ped. : 2d Lt., Inf.

1 tin Zince Oxide Ointment.
2 Kilos Sulphur Ointment

2 Kilos Mercureal Oint.

1 tin Iethyol Cintment

1 roll Cotton

1 roll Bandage.

correct this day of April 25, 1943
certified 7 /s/ V. 1. K.

+ Te KLRSON
fapv USAFFE Commander South

CER /;EWW

Captain, Ing
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MEMORANDUN
Mr. V. T. Kerson
Brocke's Point, Palawan

turn them over to the bearer. Likewise, you may send through the same
bearer the ammunibtions for our rifles and shotguns which you also promised
%o supply us here.

3. This office would more than glad to hear from yéu and the sol-
diers kept up in trim all the time ready to stand and fight for our common

= %o drive away from our shores the remaining Japanese Forces that
4n the ond the cause of justice and democracy shall forever reigh in this
world.

)
4o It is also desired that you submit to this orfice the past
sctivities of the Guerilla Unit in that Sector, for transmittal to GHQ.

5. I have designated Staff.-Sgt. EMILIO TUMBAGA to be the Commanding
officer in that Sector and promoted (temporary) him to the rank of Third
utenant pending approval of GHi. It is hoped that your hearty and
loyal cooperation to the Army shall be extended t.o hin to attain our cnly
QOAL - VICTCRY for the Alldes.

E

/s/ Pedro Nanigque

PEDRO MANIGOUE
Major (Inf) AUSA

>
Z
Battalion Commander g
A TRUB OOPY: f
/s/ Murray J. Rosen ;

MURRAY J. ROSEN ‘

2nd Lt Inf,

. NELSEN
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ST May 8, 2918
Mr. V. Kerson

- Commander Guerills Forces, South Palawan
In the Field
Sirs

Answering your communication of the lith ultimo, re-

questing among other things funds for the purchase of palay,

pernit me to advice that we are sending our reprosentative
to that Sector in the person of Mr. Raimundo Bundag to per-
sonally buy palay for the people of the North. Other itams
mentioned in your commyication are being referred to the
Battalion Commander for actlon as he has the final say
on the matter.

Here is for the success of our cause in our fight to
preserve democracy and civilization, and trusting that ia

your hands or in the hands of our forces the people's lives
and properties are amply and duly protected.

Very respectfully,
/s/ Gaudencio . Abordo
GAUDENCIO E. ABORDO
Governor

A TRUE COPY2

/s/ Murray J. Rosen
mﬂm{ J. HOSEN
24 Lb., Inf.

E.0.V.NELSEN
Captain, Ine’
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SUBJECT:  Mission of Lieut. George Davis, U.5.M.C.
TO ¢+ Commanding Officer, South Paluwan
(M. V. T. Kerson)

1. I eam sending Lieut. George Davis, U.S.M.C., Infantry
Adviser, Sulu on a militury mission. He will explain to you the
things necessary. Follow the plans in every detail possible.

2. Ao you will learn, this plan will benefit both of our
organizations at present and in the future,

3. Your full co-operstion and absolute secrecy is necessa-
Ty in order that the organizations may function properly.

¢ Remenber cur sple ais is to duuf.roy or exterminate the
eneay ot the United States of America,

/8/ Alejauro Suares

ALEJAMRO BUAMsL
Lieut,~Colonel Infantry (FC)
ommanding

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND ¥8307%

A TRUR COPY: e
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CERPIFIED TRUE COPY:
WURRAY J . ROSEN I, 3
2d 8., W, '

Cap{;ain L’EEN'
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May 15, 1943

This is to certify Lhat we have received this date the following
number of ammunitions set opposite our names:

1. Felimon Banquiso, Sgt. Nos. rds. 21 _/s/ Felimon Banquiso :
2. Butiquio Alanis, Cpl, * 5 /s/ Buiquio Alanis

3. Felipe Opate Pfc " " 35 /s/ Felipe Opate

4. Roman Paala » " " 45 /s/ Roman Paala

5. Valentin Arteche Pvts " " 40 . /s/ Valentin Arteche

6. Sofronio Bucnotan " " " 22 /s/ Sofronio Bacnotan

7. Vicente Buncag " " « 11 /s/ Viecente Buncag

8. Buloglo Gayabo  » " " 15 /s/ Buloglo Cayabo

9. Hilarion Dangan " " " 45 /s/ Hilarion Dangan

10, Pruto Katen ¥ " " 56 /s/ Prate Katon

11. Rogaciano Katon " . " 15 /s/ Rogeeiano Katon

12, Benjamin Laab " | LS 5 /s/ Benjapin Laad
13. Delfin Magbanua * " " 16 /s/ Delfin Magbanua
14, Fortunato Rotero * " m 15 /s/ Fortunato Rotero
15, Felipe Reasol " ol L 15
16. Pelusio Bunag Pfe, " " 12 /s/ Pelusio Bunsg
17, Sidney Wright 2a
; FOR:
corx O, xmmson
i Us_ hrmy A TRUE COPYy
_gomdy. Ouerills Forces §, Pulavan /8/ Murray 3. Rosen
¢ COPY MUIRAY J. KOSEN
RUE : 2d 1%, Ing,
i ™ |SECRET vy
NELSEN’ §
B0V N TXTRTT w26 v
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To Whom It May Concern:

The bearer, Mr. V. T, Kerson, is temporarily attaeched
on duty with tho S-4 of this sector (Sector D). He has been de-
leguted to recover some lost supplies or equipment that may be -
of use bo ouwr Army. He is euthorized to get the gemerstor from
the IC launch "Lt. Barret" and the machine at Balsbac belonging
to the Burcau of Posts under the care of Mr. Misajon. He will
be accampanied and assisted, in this job, by Mr. Marques.

/8/ Marcelo San Juan

MARCELO SAN JUAN
18T LT, INF, AUSA, On Duty S-4

A TRUE COPY s 3

/s/ Murray J. Rosen - CERPIFIED TRUE COPY:
L AY J, ROSEN

L "\’7 y
2nd Lt., Inf. Cye *’/(\Q(
E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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T0 WHOM I7 MAY CONCERN:

An sending the bearer, Mr. V. T. Kerson, to Bugsmk and
Tabod to fix and salvage the launches there. ' Please lend
him all the assistance in this job. Whatever articles he will
got from the keeper of these launches should be properly
receipted, Cive him prampt assistance so he'll not be uulny.d.
He ls doing n11 he een to put these launchee in good order. g

SAN JosN
/8/ Marcel Barios
1st Lt., Inf. AUSA S-4

D
Authority. AWD 383075

A TRUE COPY:

/s/ Murray J. Rosen
MURRAY J. ROSEN CETIFIED TRUE. COPY:
2nd Lt,, Inf. £
E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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MIMORANDUM (P LT
V. T. KERSON

1. You preeed to Tarusan to see Datu Yipli about this
PG Launch named Lieut. Barret, to salvage machine and Casco
hide in some place in the river,

2. Start to salvage the engine on the 23rd Just upon my
arrival, Taking the engine part by part to store small part and
umzmubummommehmormmw.

Cranr Shaft and cylinder lifted up on the deck of the launch

and eovered it with galvanize-iren in order it will not be spolled.
I left it there because it was too heavy to take it in parts and
not enough men to earry it to Datu's house.

I left on the launch other articles:
. 2 full tanks 5
2 smnll vater tank and labrecating oil tank and cne comnection
shaft and brass propellar, 1 stearing gear, with steel cable.
Caseo of the launch left because not enough men to take it out
for it 1s already badly lieking, I left it in a small river in
a safe place,

/8/ V. T. Kerson

V. T. KIRSON
COPY FURNISHED:

pabu D, ¥, Jolldple Narragid
3 5ol & 60 (AUSA)

i s et S
8 urI D osen g H
/s/ M Tay . R CF&I@D TRUE COPY
N 2d L. Inf, M SO
! E.0,V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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The bearer is Mr. T. V. Kerson is here going to save
all engines of the Government launches (Lanza) within Southern
Palawan and also goln; to buy foodstaff,

e know that Mr. Kerson is a good man ever since before
he helped the peopie who were in trouble or in great needs and
so this time I recommend that everyone of you should try your
best to render helps to him and id him in the performance of

his duty as well as posaible to repay his kindness, to us as I
mentioned,

/a/ De Mo Jolikipll Narrasid

Do Mo JOLKIFLL NARRAZID

A THUE COPY:
/ <
s/ Murray J. Rosen CERTIFIED TRUE COPY :
MURRAY J, HOSEN, COo7 e
2nd Lt., Inf. Qs e,

E.0.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf




MEMORANDUM for -
Lt. X. Rodrigues, (S-4) On Duty

1. You are informed that the C.0, of Sector "D" has given
this date, authority to (civillan) Mr. V., T. Kerson to buy palay anywhere
in the south or the west coast.

2, With such authority you are ordered to fyrhish him cne
Hundred Pesos cash for that purpose. Proper receipt to that amount will
be signed by him with the guarantee of the C.0.

3. This procedure had been resorted due to the acute short-
age of food for our Sector, and due to the slowness of our regular BM.

4. Herewith is attached the authority given to Mr. V.T. Kersen.

/8/ Nasarie B. Mayor
NAZARIO B, MAYQGR
Capt, (Inf.) AUSA

Acting C.0.
A TRUE COPY: 7
/8/ Murray J, Rosen ; CER'T;FLEP I7UE COPY:
MURRAY J, ROSEN, O e
2nd 1t., Inf. : oo

E.O.V.NELSEN,
Captain, Inf
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CP O SECTCR "D"

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to announce to the Public in general that (elvilian)
Mr. V. T. Kerson, with three enlisted men, is hereby authorized to collect
and buy palay for the subsistence of the Army. He should not be molested
but hstead he should be given help in his mission. He is also authorized
to commandeer any transportation to fascilitate his movement.

/s/ Mamario B. Mayor
“AW_EO B. MAYGR
Capt. (Inf.) AUSA
NBl/cas Acting C.0.

A THUE COPY:
/s/ Murray J. Rosen /.y
oy CERTIFIED TRUE COFY:
o Tt C Mo

E.O.V.NELSEN,
captain, Inf

DECLASSIFIED
Authority MNP ¥836 7%




TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The PUBLIC especially all the Panglimas and Teniente
del Barrio in the different Barrdos and sitios within the
municipal district of Brook's Foint including the western
coast as far as Tabon, are requested by the undersigned to
extend all the necessary help to (CIVILIAN) Mr. V. T, KERSCN
and throe enlisted soldiers to collect and buy palay for the
;Eanuuu of the lmv stationed in Brook's Point, Free

wan,

/s/ 8. C. MGRENO
8, C. MORENO
sen/ 2 Muneipal District Mayor

o

A THUE COPY:
G
/s/%a&a! TesBsen CERTTEIED TRUE COPY:
and L., Inf. /( D7/
L.0.V.NEL i

Captain, Inf
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March 28, 1944

TO VHOM IT MAY CONCERN?

The wndersigned (), quests all eitd
of Brooke's FPoint, thro the Panglimas, Barrio Liuets.
and other community leaders to extend all possible
help and assistance to Mr. V. 7. Kerson and party in
the collection or purchase of palay and-other food
supplies for the ARMY.

Any quantity of palay you may donate or sell to
the ARMY thro lr, Kerson will greatly help the mambers
of the Army which nowadsys is almost starving.

/¢/ b, M. Jelidpli Narrasid

D. M. JOLKIPLI NARRAZID
Deputy Governor
Southern Palawan

A TRUE COPY:
C
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CERFIFIED TRUE COPY:
MERRAY J. ROSEN, /) A
2nd Lt., Inf. J oron

E.0.V.NELSEN
Captain, Inf
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or. flelnbursenant for exponses Inourred while trevaling ea of ficial
business rm- Brooke's Point#to West Coast of PalavanMduring the period from

# Starting point
Hature of official bustne

Date 3 Character of Lxpense Officer's | Audltor's
Colusn | Column
Reo- Am- | All- Sus-
| eipt| cunt | owed pend-
| Bum- od
| | bor | !
Mareh 28 | Transportation 1 [P3.00| P | P
‘ w29 cavan of palay 2 | a0l
» 30 | Fish for viand 3 | 100
Apeid 1 | Gne-half eewn of palay & £sh b | 3.0 |
W 1 | Salta o 5 | 2:0
® 15 | Cne goat lnr Aand 6 | 3.50| |
w 17 | One chicken for viand 7 | %0
w 20 | Pish for v 8 | x.m‘
" 2 Two chickens for viand | 9 | 2.00f
" 22 ‘ Ten gantas of 0 2.00
n 2 Ten gantas of palay 1n 2,00 }
w 23 | Two chickens for viand 12 | 10 1
w 23 COne cavan of palay | 3 5.00/
w 25 | One anda half cawanes of julay L | 7.5
w 24 | Fiah for viand 15 50 |
1 | Bubsistence for two men & one ganta of rice 3% | 1%
Msy ) | Subsistence for two men | 1.00
! |
| } F.38.00 F. | Ty

that the foregoing expenses (exelusive of par di o
A ﬂu-'"" d and PAID by me st the bime, in the -:ur, m’:::'t..: :.-pu;.:u
008087 that the charges were just and reasonable; that the Lravel was off:
L2

pateds s carvactly set forth
:..,. 5 g oh I was absent from my p-mnnt'-::um on utn-ln‘:.q‘:
ported ‘“hich no subsiste or indiroctly furnished Be by the "

urdng T e total amount of the sald por diems doss nob exoeed
:u ‘““‘3’.’ ‘e for subsistence and lodging during the said pariod, "h;"“""“ W

o0 o7 anm. /8! Yo T Koo (stgmbure of eredttar)
? . \. KRISON
o4 Tor payrent 1n Uhe Aount of . Uhe above wxpeises Taviig Baw
W s sy suthorkly :—’xlx;h' m-mu W publde service, and the charges being
»

1A
slpdn ereditor)

lurray J
i

- Ro
AY J, Rogiy oSSR
20d Ly, Ing,
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D3l

pECL
Authorit.

TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN:

This is to certify that the bearer Mr, V. T, Kesson (an
American man) have stayed in Palawan since on the lith of
October, 1942, of which that time he found that the Philippine
Constabulary were scathered and there was no fex government in
Southern Palawan that time. Since that time he was the one who
called and assembled all the soldiers (P.C.) and that the government
was function again, He spent his own money and plus the help of
the psople he was able to maintain his doldiers and formed the
Guirella in Southern Palawan. He acts as the Commanding Officer
of the Guirella and that the public like him very much the way

he ran the government, until he was revoked by Major Manique

last May 24, 1943, which end his prevelege in Palawan.

Hence, so far as this office is concern Mr. Kerson is a
good man and has no case in this place.

/s/ D. M. Jolkipli Narrasid
D. M. JOLKIFLI NARRAZID
Deputy Governar

A TRUE COPT:
/e/ Murra{ '.,y: Ruucn' i S
2nd Lt., Inf,
CEREJFIED TRUE COPY:
Fe

5, 0.V, NELSEN,
caot. Inf.
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To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that Mr, Ve lnl!. Kerson arrived
at Brooke's Point in October, 1942, with Mr. H.C. Garretson
saying that they were on their way to the Headquarters of the
United States Army in Australia. But as he could not obtain
transportation he was delayed here. And seeing the conditions
here - the absence of any kind of government; the irregulari
odtmw'-lofﬂ:—dﬁmludqmotmdi:hﬂ::d
o
ganize a guerilla force in Southern Puh-an, And he did the best
that he kmew how, Then he went to our headquarters in northern
Palawan and was recognized as leader here. Later his suthority was
rnohd by Major Manique in faver of a former Sergeant.

Had Mr. Kerson not started his work here whenhe did near anarchy
would have resulted very scon. But through his activities some
degree of order was brought about and the good effects of his
work gontinued to be in evidence.

To my Ikmowledge, there has never been any suggestion or action
of Mr, Kerson which could be misconstrued as fifth column

work; and the reason for his being accused as such is the result
of the detrimental information which came into his hands as he
went from place to place of the wrmg-do!ngs of the one who

made the charges against him,

/8/ R. H. Bdvards

7. H. EDVARDS
A TRUE COPY:
&
/s/ Murray J. Rosen CERPIFIED TRUE COPY:
MURRAY J. ROSEN, 7
2nd Lt., Inf, L1 A ke

E.0.V.NELSE]
Captain, Inf




BYNG/I§b
10 pecember 1944

EPC (10 December 1944)
SUBJECT: Claim of Mr. Vens Taivo Kerson

TO : Headquarters, Base Gection, USAS03, Office of the
staff judge Advoocate. ATT: Lt. M.J. ROSEN, Claima Offi cepr

1. Referring to your letter of 29 November under subject
heading.

2, I discussed the gquestion Kerson with Captain Marty;
wholis at present at Base "K" and finll the situation to be ag i
follows: '

3., According to Captain Martin, Kerson was w.

United States Army after war broke out at Cebu and 35‘;‘25.1’" the
engaged in neutralizing sea mines which were located in neipally
inity of Cebu, Sometime in March, Kerson was sent to ,‘b_ha vie~

of the wreck of the "Panay" to attempt salvage some sma) Sight
which were supposed to be sent from Corregidor to Ceby SN
was working on this salvage work when Cebu surrender a. Kersopn
to the best of Captain Martin's recollection, Kerso °ds In al3,
for the Army in the Cebu area from January té r\prunl‘;:; worklng

4. Captain Martin hes no knowled, Ki
ater April 1943. 86 Of Kerton's uofivities

Be M. GRT
Soloel, 1,3

Base pory C°‘;’“"!mlu-
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10 December 1944
KPC (10 December 1944)

SUBJECT: :Claim of Mr. Vens Taivo Kerson

of the
» Claima Officer

TO t Headquarters, Base Section, USAS03
Staff Judge Advocate. ATT: Lt., M

1. Referring to your letter of 29 November under subject
heading.

2, I discussed the question oVKenon with Captain Martin
who is at present at Base "K" and figd the situation to be ag
follows:

3+ According to Captain Martin, Kerson was work

United States Army after war broke out at Cebu and wish.»:fii,mi' s
engaged in neutralizing sea mines which were located in. g oP®Lily
inity of Cebu. Sometime in March, Kerson was sent to the 01"10-
of the wreck of the "Panay" to attempt salvage some Smal) Signt
which were supposed to be sent from Corregidor to Cebu, i besial
was working on this salvage work when surrendered, = grooD
to the best of Captain Martint's recollection, Xerson wr‘aa In al1,
for the Army in the Cebu area from January t4 Aprid 194y "Criing

4. Captalin Martin has no knowledge Kers
after April 1942, @e of Kerson's activityeg

E. M. Griwmy
Colonel, 1,4

Base vorg ’;o:.m’nander
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Authority AJuD §5 3
L8307,

EMG/3Jb
10 December 194k
KPGC (10 December 1944)
SUBJECT: Claim of Mr. Vens Taive Kerson

70  + Headquarters, Base Section, USASOS, Offise of the Staff
Judge Advocste. ATT: Lb. M.J. ROSEN, Claims Officer

1. Heferring to your letter of 29 November under subject heading.

2. I diseussed the question of Kerson with Captain Martin who is
at present at Base "K" and find the situatien to be as follows:

3. According to Captain Martin, Kerson was working for the United
States Army after war broke out at Cebu and was principally engaged in
neutralising sea mines which were located in the vicinity of .
time in March, Kerson was sent to the sight of the wreck of the "Pamay"
to attempt salvage some small arms, which were supposed to be sent from
Corregidor to Cebu. Kerson was working on this salvage work when Cebu

d, In all, to the best of Captain Martin's recollsction,
Kerson was working for the Army in the Cebu area from January to April
1942 :

Captain Martin has no knowledge of Kerson's activities after

ke
April 1942.

/8/ E. M. Grim

CERTAFIND TRUE CCPY:
COPT:® 7
/sl Jurrey . Rosen /L/)) Wloo..
2nd L. Inf, £.0.V, NELSEN,
i Capt. Inf,

A TRUE




DECLASSIFIED
Authority WD T30 75

e 500
; 7 December 1944

1t. Murray J. Rosen,

Cldims Officer, .
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate,
Headquarters, Base Section, USASOS,
A.P.0. 923.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of 28 November 194k, re: Claim
of Mr. Vens Taivo Kerson, the s1lowing information may be of
assistance to you.

Jir, Kerson was hired by Captain C. J. Martin (vhose
title of Captain is derived from his being a merchant marine
captaih, rather than an Army Officer), for the Army, and not as an
employee of Captain Martin or the Vissyan Stevedore Transportation
Company. There vwas a pay scale instituted by Col. J. D. Cook, _
commanding the Cebu Advance Quartermaster Depot, and General Sharp,
comnanding general of the Visayan Mindanao Forces, USAFFE, which
oot different rates of pay for different specialized types of
civiliah employees. Vhat this rate was, neither Oaptain Martin
nor I can remember. Mr. Kerson was originally employed to lay
demolition charges in Cebu, and later volunteered to undertake
deep-sea diving in connection with attempted salvage of Army
cargo from the S.S. Panay. Vhether this last work involved re-
employment in a new capacity I do not know. Yr. Kerson was last
novn to be working for the Army on 10 April 1942, when the Japs
nveded Cebu. ¥hat happened to his salvage efforts on the S.5.
Ppanay beyond that date is not known.

Mr. Kerson was evacuated from Palawan Island, Philip-
pine Tslands, in September 194k, by submarine, under the circum—
stance of voluntarily leaving the island and desiring evacuation
to Australia. He was not acting under any Army orders in doing
as ) The foxcss (guerrilla) on Palawan at the time were not

rocognized by Gid, SUPA. ¢




y i or
t ach as the records
) claims are nob yet availnble Such action

a pr and. enc ge the submission of a great
many other claims of like nature before sufficient evidence can make
proper disposition of the cases concerned.

Respectfully yours,

DECLASSIFIED 8/ T, W J
Authority NNID ¥8207 <

Captain, Q.H.C.
Executive Officer

A=
SECRET

A TRUE COPY:
Prgraf - Fran

MURRAY J. ROSEN
2nd It. Inf.

e (] R
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0ffice of the Staff Judge Advocate,
Headquarters, Base Section, USASOS,
AdP.0, 923,

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of 28 Hovember 1944, re: Claim
of Mr. Vens Taivo Kerson,, the following information may be of
aseistance to you,

Jr. Kerson was hired by Captain C, J, Hartin (vhose
title of Captain is derived from his being & merchant marine
captalh, rather than an Army Officer), for the Army, and not as an
employee of Captain Martin or the Visayan Stevedore Transportation
Company. Thers was a pay seale instituted by Col. J. L. Cook,
commanding the Cebu Advanee Quartermaster Depot, and General Sharp,
cosmanding general of the Visayan Mindanso Forces, USAFFL, which
set fifferent rates of pay for different specialized types of
civiliah employees. What this rate was, neither Oaptain Martin
nor I cun remember. lr. kerson was originally employed to lay
demolition charges in Cebu, and later volunteered to undertake
deep-sea diving in connection with attenpted salvage of Army
cargo from the 8.4, Panay. Vhéther this last work involved re-
employment, in & new capucity I do not know. lr. Kerson was last
Jnown to be working for the Army on 10 April 1942, when the Japs
invaded Cobu. What happened to his salvage efforts on the §.8,
Panay beyond that date is not known.

Mr, Kerson was ‘evacuated from Palawan Lslend, Philip-
Islands, in September 1944, by submarine, under the circum-
et leaving the island and desiring evacustion
stan . He was not acting under any Arwy orders in doing
" The forces (guerrilla) on Palawan at the Lime were not
80« {zed by GH., SWFPA.

SSIFIED
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7 December 194



and the
nwemncm"dlihmhnh!m-ﬂwtm‘lﬂl
proper disposition of the cases concerned.

Respectfully yours,

/8 T. W do

Executive Officer

A TRUE GOPY:
[e/ Jurcey J. Rosen
MUKRAY J. ROSEN
2nd M. Inf.

X
CERBIFIED TRUE GOPY:

(D7 Ve
5.0V, NELSEN,
capt. 1nf:
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I, WILLTAM DE CARBONEL, Lieutonant (juni wl),
USAR, Serial Number 86834, amd :1 tly lﬁ““ to the Unif
No. 9, .r.o. 923,
N-nﬁwdwrmnﬂumlﬁl ole of
hereby make the following statement vilunrlll without” thm'
or promise,

1’" -'il h&-‘ﬂ, 1944, I resided in nl

Philippine Island: oonsultant engineer fi

various mining Ill.ln h!]-l‘ the Dﬂl“ 1940 “ 1“.1 I

was in .nn. _J. mining department Tugon Stevedoring

Company. I.?I.i'y. I 1lived ’.l Ihl mhm part of

Falavan, Pn.u” travelled between Northern
Palawan and the Island of Munu.

While there I had frequent dealings with the Palawen
Battalion, a guerilla ar-l-il- affiliated l‘lﬁ the
Lon ._ﬂ. of the

M
and Busuanga,
selves out u being leaders -tm
Pedro Maniq hlun Pumo-huml

an

‘were unal had gone

...n&ul«mhmrdmm he had met a Vens Taiye
nu.umnuum--tm Toress

in Southern Palawan. Mr, Kerson wan vanted Amores to join forees
ing to supp! hin with arms and emmunition. i
would think 1% over and returned to N “
oconversation between Amores an dnn--u Telated

‘thoughf
st materially in the mnnue.“fg the

From 1
who were c;-nﬁf.: v e Ieperts reseived frou tolters
bopig B E“ o] ¢ Kerson was engaged in uh aotd;

(et R i 7o dg 4 was issuing orders wherein ne' V1™
sigued R1BselS 48 Ghiog e The Guerilla Forces in Southeri' P
of the r.um sr l., ..mu:i:hsux place at the negy, "?:"" <
Boviiugonten: Toih. I was present at
meeting the uuvux-. ..‘ nrvh RE. At thay
disoussed. 288 that Mr. Kerson'pes pech }L:- Keraon
oo—-lcn'lu foos (o) 'lothin. g orders T

©:

. o d fai

it

Howover, this By gy ﬁ‘"; 3£ the Pelavan ..h“ro‘

eash one keeping the food .ang .xan..'::u Tila 1 M\

[:m




m refused
anyone but a ulpln a leader of the gnnuh
Sergeant Tumbaga, later a Third Lieutenant,

i by Headquarters as Chief of the tor'll Ll Eonthon
fter his appointment by Major Manique in

uun- I learned from Major Pamblo Wuyoo, 4™

@ been sent by Colomel Peralta of the 6th Militery pla-
Tk v 108 Filrees Moseiel evialtan 1 getober, 1945, ¢

Golonel Peralta himself aid not regognize Kersom &8 Chi

f of

awan, and as a result, no particular person was recog-
nized es the leader although the aetivities of these men like
Kerson and Tumbaga were known to Colonel Peralta.

I left the Island of Palavan in Ju
returned to Panay where I remained until s-ynnm- e
Staff Secretary to Colonel Peralta.

In view of th‘ faot that coluntl Peralta inhnﬂ-l
M lnl - o Australia, was ordered by to

eubaitted u guerilla oten B 2k T lulihry
Dlltrint l. that I could inform USAFFE Headquarters of 4l
-Qtiviiln upon my arrival in Australia. While making thl
study I never saw any specific report of guerilla motivities
subnitted by Mr, Kersom,

I have no knowl ed; 8! any services remdered b,
Mr. Kerson on the Island of & in conneetion with auolliim
work, nor do I know nymu; or his work in connestion w!

the salvage of the 5.5.

lote €

I arrived in Aystrelia 12 October, 1944, and
tered the 85th Station Hospital, A.P.0. 923, whers I remained
wneil 1 Rovember, 1944. I¢ was while at the 85th Station
Hospital that I first met Kerson, and had sevaeel ecavasiny
tichs with Rim, T left the S5th Seation Hospital on 1 November,
1944 and was attached to the U.S. Naval nu{ Mobile Hospital

vwhere I have been ever since.
AT LI,
WILLIAI DY CARBONEL.
7
Subserided and sworn to before me this 4~ day of December,1944.

()
: A muon.
<10 98,



sLawE . TmTTe, :
Intelligence Officer, ALLL
l:!:a:{ South West Pacific drea, Aup0. *923, having been ad
Lants wader the sdth drticts of Vax, do nereby maie the
statement voluntarily without threat or promise:

1ce 3 June, 1944, Intelligence Offioer
with the An;u Geographical lunu, e Sautn Wows Pasifie Area,
A.P.0. 933, From April, 1937 wntil April, 1944 I resided in
ﬂl:’:hlup)m Islands. From 1857 until nu I was qloyvd as

& mining engineer by several mining firms in the Islands of
Luzon and Masbate. At the outbreak it Yhe ez 7 Deeember, 1941,
I was in the Islend ot  Nasbate, 234 was called’ o avtive aity by
the United States Awm

After entering the service in December, 1941, I was
sent to the Island of Panay on 4 r-lrury. 1942, where I remained
until 20 March, 1944, ﬂr-t air field construstion officer,
and thenm om 1 I was uupm as_Chief Engineer for

the 6th Military D!l\rlo' which included the Island of Palawam.

In 1942, while on the eland of Panay, T learned that
the 5.5. "Panay”, which had sunk in Merielom Bay, off the
Islend of Negros, was, be: Satvaged,

Kerson was lo,‘l there in some tlplll‘y, the exaet nature of
whieh I never discovered. I do kmow from

materials were

from the
the Quarterma: D'po‘ at Panay. I never
Kerson had been employed ner who had paid him his .

1 have no knowledgs of any of Mr. Kerscu
m‘-um o ln the Tisnd of Talevan ever heard any

orts o lns his actiyities nor did T ever see any ortiolal
M.t:‘pir‘lhu_l‘ I kn nothing of Ml work on the Island
of Cebu.

Snef Engineer for the 6th Military Distriet I warked

treesly mder Golonsl Peralte who way ng O£l i oor of
u- st nmnm} and 1a. chaxgs of the Sth luu-ry Distriot. T

Panay on 20 March, 1944, s gt

‘..u-nn. s, vhers I have been w arkisg’ for she S11v08 Georgraphical

7
oribed and sworn o before me this /. day of December, 1944,

L $
nd 18., 7.4 %:i {
Hq,,Base Seeti, s A

U.50408.0.8., ach, 928,

@ :

DECLASSIFIED

Auﬂmnl)%“




page No. __

Standard Forn No. 1072 b PAY ROLS POI PERSONAL SERVICLS ~ INDUSTRIAL
Fora Approved by (Smployees on Per Hour, Day, Week, Month, or Fiecework Basis)
Gomptroller General, U.hy

September 8, 1931 ' Y

Visavan Forces Negros Island Sector USAFFE Mar
(Loe

PBureau or Jervice)

Salvage Crew §.5, Panay
{Departaent or Establishnent)

Pericd from May 1 _to

(Wams and Jesignabion of diswreing ofiicer)

" b MMCRANDEE  §

Wo. Nemes and Officisl Desig-  Rato Tobal (ross iso arned Amount  Balance
nations and Occupations per Units Tot subject Subject
. (State opposite name of Mo  Bap~ to Hetire- to Re- Padd  due v
2 each persen to whon an and loyed  ment Deduc- tire- unpeid Faid (De
= ovance in kind is gran- day tions ment Fesos Ihis mot
z jted the class and resson- Dedc~ pay  sign)
Z able value thereof) thons in
2 Lol 3 Pecos Dol-
= rs
o 1w
L\} Kerson Chief Diver $225,00 16/31 None 78.20 154.06 39,10 May
{ 1-16
Lt | incl
N . & P . B « . -
(Now. 2 - 27 name cther persons, together with data)
bod * * * Y

» " » B

#¢ payments for overtime, Yundays, snd holidays, and such obhar facts ua af?
o be d“‘fk’ ’ﬁ fully explainied. “"l‘“’ and/or days of absence nn.h:u“\: e‘; Py dhates
employeaes (and per annus employees when paid on this
or separation must be stated. & roll) or date of l}\pgh\\hm'_

&5
A THUS GOY3 /5/ Nurray 7, mogen SRHBIT A5 CW}? RUE COPY:

%.O.V NELSEN




Claim of Vens Taivo Kerson.

s Service, US

TO :  Clain

923

1. Vens Taivo Kerson came to the Claims O
juarters today. He stated that about four montl 3,
lled at the Claims Service in Brisbane 1 spoke to Lieut
osen concerning sala due him from 1942 to 1944 He states
that ab ecuted nine comies of a claim.

To date he 8 received no information c

ormer address W

9 His present
Small Ships Section,
@ driver, His immediate




L T e e N e e L e ey o)
©

Small coil hose (Larena)
Small coll hose (Larena)
Winch handle
Small air pump (1 piston Kerson)
Vise
Tank Oxygen .
Tank Oxygen
Coll air hose., Iloilo.
Flywheels divers pump Navy.
Box tools - pipe cutters, wrenches etc,
Diving pump pistons
Diving pump pistona
Powerlight unit - (Bleatric
Alr gauge Navy type pump
Diving pump Hos Hin
Diving pump San Carlos
Garsge pump tanks
Diving pump Navy type
Alr tank Bals pump
Box (welding rod gear 5 ton winch, 1 pr. bronze
(1 vise
Long pinch bar
Diving helmets
Largs double block
Double block (4")
Large treple blocks
Coll 3/8 Cable (Kerson)
Coll 5/8 Cable (Kerson) Hul
Gasoline can for powerlight
Diver pump crank shaft
Snatoh blocks
Large double block
Small double block
Handle for small piston pump
Double block 6"
Large snatch bloock.
Flywheel San Carlos Diving Pump
Piston San Carlos Diving Pump
PistonDiving Pump
Crank shaft Diving pump
Control switch Garage pump
Winch Kerson with cable 6 ton,
Winch Bute with cable 5 ton.
inoch no oable 5 ton.
p Paffanks morse engine
g HP Larena: engine garage pump

hingen.




. DIVINGUEQLYPuT

{ \
\

b \
Winech handles
Alr compressor (Bals)
Large handles ‘
Sets pump valve
Piece copper lead pipe
FPleces lead pipe (compressor to tank) garage
Box pull tools hammers, wrenches and fitt
50 foot lengths hewit diving hose
Diving pump crank shaft
Coil mine hose, (Iloilo)
Cranks for diving pump Iloilo.
Colls red hex hose
Tanks acetyline
Differential block - 1 ton.
Double ulock 5"
Dingle block 5"
Coll 5/8 cable Kerson
cans motor fuel
Diving Pump (Iloilo)
Diving Pump (Hoa Hin)
Flywheels Divers Pump
Flywheels Divers
Flywheels Divers
Crank saaft Diving Pump
Pair handles for divers pump
Box welding nogzzles, alr gauges compress....
gauge for welding tank hose atc,

%
i

HODODOO O HDODNDOHE AN 0NN

i /8/ Pelotls Santi
Point of Tal
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