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|-“5Eb L ASSIFIED— HEADQUARTERS, 118th INFANTRY

Authoritywuo SF3075— In the field -
A 18 July 1944

SUBJECT: Personal Observations in 1st Bn
0 ¢ The Commanding Officer, 118th Infantry 7

1. 1In compliance with verbal instructions from that
Office for the undersipmed to make observations regarding the
relationships between the CO of theé 1st Bn and the officers
and men of said Bn the attitude of the civilian vopulation
toward the former, the following report is submitted:

a. Bome officers and EM eveinced a partiality for
and approval of Capts H. O. Orbases

b, BSome officers and Ei are non~committals

cs Bome officers and El are irked by Capts Orbase's
ultra strict and harsh ways of dealing with thems These of-
ficers and EM deplore especially Capt, Orbase's bawling out
of anybody, officer and soldier, in the presence of many mem=
bers of the commands e s

d. Lt F, latas himself expressed the opinion that if
Lt, Bella had not arrived and pald the officers and EM of the
unit about two thirds of the commend would have walked out
and proceeded to Hqrs., 10 kD, He said fwrther that even with
‘the prior discontentment effaced by the payment of allowances
there are still over 50% of the command who are in the comma
but are pro-iiatas, Lt. datas has a CP of his own and does not
repert to the office ror works Actually Matas CP high up in
the mountaing,

e, The civilians are decidedly pro-Matas. During the
day and a half that the undersigned stayed in the Matas CP he
wituessed civilians pearing foodstuffs to Lt. Matas from eariy
morning to late evening. In a conversation with some civiliang

iatas CP, the undersigned gathered the impression that these
elivilians had no liking for Capte Orbase. fThese, too, dig-
approved of Capte Orbase's harsh ways.

Te It may also be mentioned here that the undersigneq
had a conversation with Capt, Cuballa who was in thie Bn CP ag
the time, Capts Guballa confided in the mndersirned that he hag
trled to advise Capt, Orbase not to be too harsh with his op.
ficers and men as he was dealing with a virtuaily civiliap a:
eivilians who were not used to bawlings out and severe “Wrimanﬂ;
.

On the 3rd July 1944 the undersigned was infon
two mlgieﬂ. one by the name of Coeal, that Lt, Hermo 'al:edmg“
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Contimed-

in a raid by 5 Japanese soldlers and 15 BC, On inqguiry, the
undersignedylaarned that the enemy patrol was ded by 8
certain Zaballero, an Acting Offlcer of the 1st Bn, who was
called won by Capls Orbase In the presence of officers and Eil
and who had surrendered to the Japs as a result,

2+ The above statements are not opinions, in whole or
in par;é of the undersigned but are rather statements of facts

seen and heard during the stay of the undersigned in tne 1st Bne
(8GD.) ALTREDQ i, BUSTAMANTE

3 Captain, Infantry, USFIP

/ib CO, lars. Bn.
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HEADQUARTERS 118" INFANTRY
In the Field
18 July 44

SUBJECT: Personal Observation in the 1st Bn
T0 4 €O 118" Inf Regt

1, In compliance with your verbal instructions for
the undersigned to make observations regarding the relation~
ship of the CO 1st Bn with the officers and men of that unit
and with the civilians residing within the garrisoned area
of that Battalon, the following report is submitteds

(a) Some officers and enlisted men in the 1st Bn
are resentful of the harsh and strict ways of the Bn Commander,

(b) As most of the officers of the 1st Bn even
civilians before they dislike very much the way Capt Orbase
bawls out his subordinates, A very strilking example of this
was the bawling out in the presence of many of Acting Officer
Zarabello, who thru spite and shame, deserted the unit and
surrendered with one Automatie rifle to the Japanese on 1 July
44, the said Zarabello guided an enemy patrol of five (5) Japs
; fifteen (15) BC, which led to the killing 3d Lt Marciano

ermo.

(e) As a sign of digeontent among some if not e
in the unit, officers like 2d Lt Verceles and 3d Lt lecm:ngn'.
signified their desire to be transferred to other units,

(d) The Bn Comdr and the Bn Executive officer do

not work together and their CP are about five (5) kilometer

-distance from each other, While the Bn Comdr has the
Bn Staff and the important papers with him the Executive Offw
icer has the most mumber of heavy weapens which in any eventuality
cannot be had for the protection and security and defense of
the Bn Staff and papers, This situation very clearly denotes
non-cooperation between them,

(e) 1In a conversation which I have heard between
Capt. Bustamante and Lt NMatas, the latter had clearly stated
that if Lt Bella did not arrive on time and if the Bn Was not
rld right away there would have been no 1st Bn under c.{e Orbage
%+ Matas said that he was about to march Agusan with all the .
officers and men formerly under his command,
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£) Ina private interview with some
in that areay {)ave learned that most of the °m§:ﬂrgc
axs .p”w.ahud Eapt Oy eaﬂam t Bn as mout of tshoo
civilians, e Mgz O s/ unbo:-mg aetivities
and harsh treatments of civil 1n P1% quring the euy

5 ware The civilians are express: 1y
;:5:' &x Command so that full cow-ut?s th‘hbgulro
eoted of tnems e

The above are based upon what eh. und 8
seen s;ld heard while in the 1st Bn a ersigned haye

/n/ Al.EJ’AEDRO q. BOll'lox
uau
R-zc'l
TRUE COPY:
I8/ ogmo V. _VIRTUSIO
Lieut Inf USFIP.
Porlonmndj, 118" Inf
18 July 44
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