








AIR MAIL

AMQRO 151 24 Mareh 1947

SUA/ECT: Glains of Davao City Residents for Motor Vehicles | |

TO: Headquarters, Claims Service, PHILRYCOM
Contract Claims Commission No 57
APO 707, ¢/o Postmaster
san Praneciseo, California |

N

E{ 1, Reference your sommunication to me of 25 February 1947 regard-
=R ing olaims of more than @ half millicm pesos by residents of Davao City
_i::,_ p | for motor vehicles allegedly requisitioned betweed December 10 and 20,
: s 2l | 1941, by USAFFE under my cammand, I certify that the following state-
i‘;ﬂ; 3 nents are true to the best of my knowledge and belief:
i S % a, 1 assumed command of the Davao gsgtor on or about 10 Decém=- |
'%:‘ El ber 1941, At that time my conmand hed epproximately 15 vehicles whieh

< were partly Army and partly eivilian, same having been brought with my |

"_1 command from Malaybalay. Shortly after my assuming command of this
B Sector, I placed in concentration camps some 10,000 or more Japanese
nationals - men, women and ehildrem, In order to properly feed this
large ecneentration camp it was neceseary for me %0 requisition vehicles
¢rom local inhabitants of the City of Davao as there were no motor pools
of Government vehicles on the Island of Mindanmso. Im addition %o the
supply of food to {pterned Japanece nationals, my command began the con-
§ kilometers of defense works along the beaches of the
Gulf of Dawveo, This construetion work also required & number of vehicles

for transporting workers and material,

®. I had only one Staff officer available to me, namely an
ad jutant, This fact compelled me to mske use of givilien committees
sormed of local Amerdean businessmen end Allies. To the best of my
recollection, a ¥r, D, M. Burchfield was placed in charge of all my
motor transportation, All of this transportation, although administered

by a eiviliean, was directly unler Army ecatrol and utilized by Army
orders, 1 have Nno recollestion of the authorizing of the use of the

nane "Civilian Emergensy Transportation”, Hotwithstending that fact,
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this transportation was under Army control., In order to a

ugment ¢
small supply of motor vehicles that I brought with me, certain n:lvihj..un-
owned transportetion was requisitioned. The majority of this transpor-
tation was alien-owned (Japanese), being taken from local Japanese resi-

dents and mostly from the Japanese plantations in the vicinity of Davao
of which there was a large number,

86, Only a very limited number of trucks or motor cars were
requisitioned from local Filipino oitizens. In all cases, with excep~
tion of Japanese requisitioned vehieles, proper receipts were given and
proper estimates of value at the time the vehicles were requisitioned
woere made. In all cases where proper requisitions were made the owners
of vehicles were informed that they would be given reasonable rental and
game returned to them in firste-class condition, otherwise the United
States Government would make proper payment for vehicles lost or destroyed.
It was not contemplated that these vehicles would be used for Red Cross,
fuel eontrol, civilian emergency activities, or other emterprises not con-
nected with the Army, These vehicles were used by the Army on any type of
work that was considered necessary for the defense of the City of Davaeo,

4, It is my understanding that these records, together with
other reecords, were lost or destroyed during the defense of Davao, or in
subsequent operetions or surrender of the Philippine Islands. It is be-
lieved that Mr. Burchfield should be in a position to give additional
vital testimony regarding this situation,

e, Approximately 8 vehicles (mostly Japanese-owned) were
moved from Davao to Malaybalay to fill a requisition of the Commanding
General at Malaybalay.

fs I am positive that any claim for 290 vehicles is false,
And it is my opinion that less than 50 vehicles were in use by my head-
quarters, the majority of seame were secured from the Japanese residents,

g¢ It is recommended that nmo claims be approved by your head-
quarters regarding payment for any vehicles unless claims ere properly
supported by 2 valid receipt or requisition signed by Mr., Burchfield, and
4n all cases these receipt should be verified by Mr, Burchfield, The



' Mr. David M. Burchfield
g, Jellieo, Tenhessee

-
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‘T"} Desr Sire
During the past twenty months varicue representatives of this

Oy
S 0ffice have requested your comment on the requisitioning of certain
Your responges have proven

2 | yehieles by the Daveo USAFFE Motor Pool.
of high value, The number of eleims filed by residents of Daveo grew
so out of proportion to the mumber of vehicles operated by the Fool

i
i
|
{ that it became necessary to withhold ection until the diverse state-

ments of Mr, Ildefonso Joven and other "suspeet’ withesses could be

{ 2 fully compiled end probed.
- 4 composite list of ¢laius now reveals that demandc Lave beon
f£iled for more than three times the mmber of vehicles you reeall
requisitioning. For the purpose of doing justice toc the owners of
vehicles properly requisitioned for use of USAFFE, and to protect
the U.8, Treasury from false ¢laims, your evidence is urgently needed
in the form of specific comment am to each elaim, We cre ineloaing &
copy of the consolidated list showing: :

a, Neme of the claimunt.
b. Deseription of the vehicle allegedly requisiticned,

¢. Date of alleged reguisitioning.
d. Claimant's assertion as te whether or not receipts were

furnished.
Gist of ¥r. Ildefonso Joven's statement.
Giat of statements of other alleged witnesses.,
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With the above imformation to refresh your recollection, we

req uest that you prepere an affidavit setiing forth in detall, item

by item your spesifis recollection &as to each claimant, stating (1)
if you remember the owner of the wehicle, and (2) stating if you re-
member heving requislticned the wvehicle or if you remember specifice

It is re-

2lly thet you 4id not requisitioned tue vehicle claimed,
Quested that you make & specific comment, in terms thet you remember
‘:t., fbok 1: ::. 1:: Temenber, To 8id identification we inclose a eopy
3 _LOR he ten recelpte sutmitied Ly the eighty eight claiments.
i hny information formel or ixformal in nature indicating the points en
which your specific reecllection rests is ulsc desireble.

Further evidence 1s needed to establish the nature ard mseope of
the commitmenta made on behalf of USAFFE at Daveo., We request there-
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claim of losal residents of Davao far as high a

is ridiculous and in line with other claims which =ﬂw : -1':-
the undersigned for verification. It is a olear case of local indivi-
duals attempting to secure payment from the United States Government
for personal property taken by the Japanese.

/ .. "ﬁaﬁ(\ further information I can give regarding these unjust claims
,;f;\ will be gladly furnished,
o |
Ry . | dressed to me at
fome Please note my proper address as correspondence ad
b= gl i 128 West Magnolis Street, San Antonio, Texas, is greatly delayed in
'i“:;.. :gﬁ reaching me.
5
LN T
a2
=%
_ o _ .
; ,_ 1 - ROGER HILSMAN
Lﬂ,,.._,_...] _ ~  Qolonel, Infantry
Senior Instruetor
‘/ﬁ
A
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AFC 707
25 Februaxy 1947
Mr, David M. Burchfield
Jellieo, Tenhwssee

Deer aire

puring the past twenty months varicue representatives of this

Office have requested your comment on the reguisitioning of certain
vehicles by the Daveo USAFFE Motor Pool. Your responses have proven
of high value., The number of elaims filed by residents of Davao grew
go out of proportion te the number of vehicles operated by the Fool
that it became necessary to withheold ecticn until the diverse state-
mente of Mr, lldefonse Joven and other *suspeet" witnesses could be
fully wm end probed.

L composite list of e¢lmius now reveals thet demends have been
filed for more than three times the mumber of wvehicles you reenll
requisitioning, For the purpose of doing justice to the owners of
vehicles properly requisitioned for use of USAFFE, and to protect
the U.S, Treasury from false claims, your evidence is urgently needed

in the form of specific comment as to each claim. We cre inecloaing &
sopy of the sonsolidated list showing:

a, Neme of the claimant.

b. Description of the vehicle allegedly requisiticned,

¢, Date of alleged reguisitioning.

d. Claimani's assertion as tc whether or not receipts were
furnished.

6. Gist of ¥Mr. Ildefonsc Joven's statement.

£+ Gist of statements of other alleged witnesses.

with the above information tc refresh your recollection, we

req uest thet you yprepare an affidavit setting forth in detell, item
by item your specifis recollection &s to each elaimant, stating (1)
if you remember the owner of the wvehicsle, apd (2) stating if you re-
member heving requisiticned the wvehicle or if you remember specifice
2lly thet you Aid not requisitioned tue vehicle elaimed, It is re-
quested that you make & ppecific comment, in terms that you remember
or %that you 4o met remember, To 8id identification we inclose a copy
of. such of the ten receljpte submitied by the eighty eight claiuents.
hny irformation formel or imformel in mature indicating the pointe on
which your specifie reecllection rest$s is mlsc desireble.

Further evidence is needed to establish the nature ard seope of
the commitments made on behalf of USAFFE at Daveo, We request there-
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fore thet you start your affidavit by setting out the whole pisture
with respect h the following:

a, Exsetly what was Civilian Fmergency Transportation in Daveo?
b, How was it related to army metivities?

¢. Moo authoriged its establishment?

d. thl specific terms of the anthority grented as to
and funetion? -

€. What m the implications of registration at the motor puol'?
f. What promiges were made to owners of vehicles with respect %o
payment for the vehiclea?

wes it contemplated thet wehieles for Red Cross activities,
fuel control, CEA activities and other enterprises not of a
military nature should be supplied with vehicles requisitioned
by the army? Did the aforementioned orgeniszation requisition
vehieles on their omwn?

R, Was any vecord vetained of (1) registration of vehiclea at the
motor pool? (2) requisition of vehicles? If so who may now be
in possesain of such a regcord? To emable us to provide eore
gistent evidence we are inclosing a sopy of all letters which prior to
this time you have sent to us on this matier,

i!

DECLASSIFIED

s ey "
e il A

AUty g/ i\ b_‘zﬁri E’f‘,’} j
L
L]

s
1
]
;
b

Your effidevit will be of the greatest value in enabling this
office to present what appears to be a broadside attack on the United
States taxpayers and to do Jjustice to the individuals who have & pro-

per elaim,

Sineerely yours,

RICHAFD €. SHEIDCHN
Contrast Claims Commission No. 57




Nerch 9, 1945.
The Commanding General
Headquarters Luson Bese Section
4P0 358

Sirs

The 8th of Decembar, 1941 » Roger A, Hillsman srrived in

Davao, Mindanao, to organize what 1ittle thers were of Filipino
h-ﬂ.uu.f::-t&-hﬁmﬂ:w-:u. The Philippine Arny had
Bbsclutely ne equipment,

At a meeting with the Americans of Daveo held by Col, Hills-
man, certain Americans were appointed to positions, to help in the
organisstion, At that meeting T was appolmted as head of transpor-
tation, kn charge of issueing passes, and the reglstering of all
cars and trucks which were allowed to opperste. I alse had the
requisitioning of all rucke, cars and supplles. I was given an

appointuwent in writing to this position by Col. Hillsman which
unfortunately the Japenese took,

When I started to work on the 12th I did not have a single
truck, driver or mechanie, I immedistely requisitionsd 9 of my
trucks and moved my shop and all of my men and clerks to the motor

pool, With this es & start I had within one week 85 trucks and
cars end sbout 100 drivers and mechanics. I was moving supplies
and troops as far as Cotabato.

The value of the nine trucks which I turned over to the Army
ware as follows:

2 Bew A=Ton 6=0yl. International Trucks .

1141#?-.“)&.00
b 3-Ton A=-Cyl. International Trucks « « « + « 8,000,00
2 2h-Ton Tnproved Tord Trucks « « + o« « « o o« 1,500,00
1 Hﬁlﬂfﬁrﬂﬁﬂﬂk-..-;q.q--‘

over to file 1t here, o
I ettach hereto a cortificate dated 1942
fowr prominent imericens of Daveo, :_m'ﬂ.m
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Dawson .
o ﬁ, Ky

Captain Joseph Sesaso
Team No. 4

Claims Serviece, AFWESPAC
ﬂfl 167 R.0.T. 4PO k1

Dear Sirs

I heve yours of the 5th inst. regarding claims and requesting

information as to the set up in Deveo up to the time of the Japanese
invasion.

When Colomel Reger A, Hillmsn came to Davae, if I remember
rightly, December 10th, 1941, the armed forces had mo transportation.
He formed several civilian teams and I was appointed by him as head
of transportation, It was my weork to get a transportation organie
sation to functioning es soon &z possible., I had sbsolutely nothing
to start with. I beought, 9 of my own trucks to the park and started
gathering in all Japanese equipment. Teo the best of my memory with
only two exceptions, Pedro Lat and my own 9 trucks, no trucks were
turned in without being given a recelpt. If I am not mistaken I had
about 50 good #irucks, These were 9 of my own, 10 I think it wos from
Pedro Let, fromw Purukswa Plantstion Co, sbout 10, from verlcus cther
Japanese cutfits 6 trueks, The balanee weres trucks belonging %o
Pavao firme, 7To the bast of my inowledge thwwe never was a truck or
ear turned in for which a receipt was not issued. The receipts I
issued stated the make, type, yesr, if possible motor mumber, con-
dition of tires and car. No price was put on the receipt.

A number of Filipinog had taken Japanese cars and trucks, when
the Japs were intermned. These were hidden out, and I hed neither
men

the nor the time to locate them. Many cers and trucks were caught
over on the

Cotebato boundary.

There were many cars being used by such orgeniz. tions as hospitals,
Red Cross snd seversl Constsbulery Officers. Where £€ CAT'S Came
from

I had no information and es far as T was concerned they were not
turned into the government.

Regarding the following clalms:

lir. Gecilic de los Reyes, 6 Chevrolet trucks
¥r, Jullan da los » 1 Oldsmobile Sedan

1 am sure that hed my organization taken the above, receipts

would have been issued. I cannot remember any person turning in any
such mumber of trucks.

¥rs, Pelicidad Remos, & sutomobiles
T hed no publie wtility work under my organisation, T cannot
remsaber any such muwber of carw ever being turned in by any one
parson,

Hicolas Gotera, 12 cars : |

seen . .




!h:;- wes no particular effort mede by tha Filipinos of Iavao to .'

work we were doing. In many csses deliberate sttempts were
get Japanese cars or trucks and keep them,

bope this will beip in your work and I regret that I cannot give
you more information,

s

s EXFIBIT 10 (JULIAN V'E LOS REYES) (00=24-Xwil53)
I||r “Il\ﬂc,.\ # W W ¥ W : 2, _ e £ E]
. ."I . oY i
o
!
= oA Dewson Springs, Ky
E-E g , Novembor 26, 1945,
it:j z Lt Max Rosemn
;g : Claims Service Team 4/1
z

Headquarters 6th Inf, Div (P4)
A.P.0, 159
San Franeisco,

~
L

Dear Siri
I have your letters regsrding the cars of Delfin Hofilens amd

Delfin Hofilenas I have no of every having taken his car,
I was badly over worked and under staffed, but to the best of my kmow=

ledge & receipt was issued for every cer 1 commendeered for Filipincs,
There certainly was no chsos,

Sergla Jalpias This woman, if she is the same woman, came to me

at my office in the motor pool and complained thet she could not get
meat in as she had no trensportation, I kad & smell Ford truck put in
order and turned over to her together with & permit to purchsse gasoline,
Tha®s was %he last time I ever saw Sergies, The stetement thet I told her
that she would recelve a receipt in five days for her ear is not true.

1 had e clerk who issued recelps for all cars turned in. The raceipt

steled wede of car, type, wodel, wotor number, and year, It dld met
statle =ny price. I eannotl remember of any offer of

; from any
mmﬁmmm. S0 fer as I know they their cars
[ )

You asked what I did with the osr, When the Japs tock Daveo I

left everything inecluding sll records in my office and surrendered at
the Davae Club,

:
I em sorry I cammot be of more help in the matter,

BKNIBI? W% DRLFIN HOPILERA (00w57-%~11666)

Morley, Tenn,
gi:lﬂu : m": ating m.
A Py O, 707, :




-. ﬂ- .. .
In answer o yours of the 4th. re the olaim of Mr, Labao,

I can not remember receiving any cabs from Mr. Labse. To
the best of my knowledge no one ever turned in any large number
of ears., If receipts were lssued I pat down the owners
neme and not the driver's. But if the drivers name was put on
the receipt, as claimed by Mr. Labeo, the claim can still be
proven as sach receipt has ghe motor number, and liscense number
of the ear for I very much doubt Mr. Labao's claim,

There were seweral, so called, P, U, Operators in Devso, who
owned the P.0, Permit but not the esr, The car was registered in
the operstors name, but was opercted by the actusl owner. The

owner of the car psld the permlt owner twenty five pesos per month
for the perudt.

the service statiom, To the best of my knowledge
all stocks and the service statiom, belong to the oil company.
Stocks with the exeeption of spare parts ete, are on consignment,
My office 1ssued gas and oil purchase permite, end kept stock on
hand records, but the sctuael control was in hands of Mr. Cleyton
Jones, and Mr, Parks, These two men are in Davao now,.

EXEQUIEL LaBAO (PRO 4-1503)
® % % » =

EXTRAOT OF AFFIDAVIT OF IIDEFCESO JOVEN DATID 2 SEPTEEBYRE 1945

Thet upon the outbresak of the war ¥Mr, Turehfield woap Bs-

Bigned Wy Col. Fileman to be Chief of Transportation and I wes select-
ed as his assistang.

That 1% is my Guty %o make assigment of wehiclem efter they
have been requisitioned.

That it weae a poliey of the office to imsue & receipt to

the owners of each wehiele immedimtely efter it is requisitioned or
couzbndecred.

et to the best of my rescllection I recall the following
wehiclea belopping %o the following persons were tekesn,

Cregorico Garelia = 2 cars
Sante Yarina « 1 ear

Ventosa « 1 car

Dr. Ebro . - 1 ear (Chevrolet Sedan 19%9)
Emelio Ferenil « 1 car

hamos - 1 car

Capdido Abrine - several cars

Lebron = several .U, ears

Daveo Amatohua « all yehicles.

That many other vehicles were taken besides the

ee menticned.
As o matier of fect prectically all of the automobiles and
Devac were camerdeered by USAFFE,
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In angwer to yours of May 7th regavding the elaim of Olorie 7, de
Sta varing,

am well acquanted with ¥rs Eﬁhﬁm.hutImtmmharm
gnghu*uu.w;nnmt all a;:n that ghe did not turn in her car,

With referem¢e to the list contained in Mr. Joven's effidavit I doubt

thet those eaxs were turned in, end &s for the Deveo hnotohua, I never
heard of thet outfit before.

“Fy Joven's statezent (1st paregragh) "as @ matter of fact precticale
iy al) ears and trucks in Laveo wers commtndesred by the USAFFE® is not
true. After five yeers it ds of course impossible %o remember every dee
tail, but I foel sure that I aig not Aave more than fifty cars, and they

were wostly eld FU cars, I recember I had trouble in furnishing the army
go0d ears. 1 think I had ebout fifty trucks,

oFultion is wented, about
how meny cars end trucks I hed in the pool. Cabatingan wes my Mo, 1 mechanie,
Apether pun who might remamber is 1. Caspe, He wags my No. 1 driver and wes
OR ohe of my trucks at the pool,

Stevenson, in Dawo

It might be & good idee to Bgk any one making a clain, what organiza-
tion used his car, 1 he say

8 *Red Cross" "Faya Shooters® then be sure that
the car was not turned into

the poel. ¥nowing the Filipino as I do it is
hard for me to believe thet the receipta for their Q&Tr was lost,

1 suggest That you heve Mr He W, bl 2ow in Deves wake eome ine
Quiries, on the quiet, tox Iﬂ: _ .

1 trust this will be of help.

(CC-24=X=4159) D, BURCHFIKID

& o

M'J' Tenn,
June 1: 1946

mmmw.

v Clodms Investigati .
m nvestigating Service

Deaxr iy,

b
5
E
£
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: Food was a vary mﬂwn probles, and every™
#ﬁtﬂ-ﬁ.h“jtm inte the ware houses in Deveo,

-5 =




i, ived
ear or truek from him,

both Ang Iiongto and hig brother
Japs, Ang Liongto was allowed .
& buying produee for the Jape,

ity Treasurer, amd was very proud
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AFFIDAVIT OF D, M, BUFCEFIEID DAYED 10 OCTOBER 1946

The following date and eircumstences concerning ny elaim

against the U. 5. Goverment for mue eivilien vehicles, owned by me,
&re true and eorreet o the best of uy knowledge and belief

 ¥rior to the Japanese invasion,
trausportation service in the eity of Davea, Philippine Island, On
or about December 10, 1941 Col. Roger A. Hilleman, USA; and staff
of eight arrived in Davao to orgenise iks defenses,
@bsclutely no treusportation equipuent in Dawac,

1 wos opermting a freight

Tlere was

Uh December 12, Col. Pillsmen eppointed me as head of trens
portation, giving me full authority to commandeer 8ll vehicles
for milisary purposes.

The work we did was gethering Jepaneae

BeBemblirg all available focd supplies, moving lebor
for digeing trenches, and moving troops.

Ghen I was ajpointed there were no Aruy vehieles of uny
kiney 856 1 had to ccacaniesr ¢ivilian egquipment. 7he first units
4 brought up were nine of my own trucks, which conasisted of,

€ loterpetionel Stake Hody trucka, L ton
b intermstionsl Zteke Budy trucka, 3 son
1 Ford Siake Dedy truck,

4, ton
2 Ford Stake Body trueks 3 toan

these irueks hed recsully been overheuledy the two four
'w;ﬂn:‘mm‘mglﬂmMmthn. With
Soie wk & eWwrting umlt, 1 wee within & wmeek able to build a

up
pool of , if 1 recember correetly, 85 trueks, And at the time
of the inwvasion of the J

Bpenese, I was heuliry rice from Cotabato
and I moved & battalion of troops from rfalaybaley to Devec. (Col,
Hillsmen ip I understend in the United States and oculd verify
these stateuerts, Then the Japerese landed in Lavae, which was
best of iy knowledge daylight
Pol ena bhad chauffeurs
2ight
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pavao, 16th Necember 1941

m'-{ljmmmmmrﬂ-nm#umnrm of
uu.uumr -

LT, COL., ROGEER HILSMAN

peneil notes; Bys d) De Me Buraohfield
Truok received, but g!-% Fransporsasion

battery not in order

(sgd) Nagel
* * * * * * * * * * * " * *

Davao, léth December 1541.

HECEIVED ome (1) FORD V8 1959 lodel de luxe PU~1842 from Ge 8. Gareis of Davao
for use of Civilian Emergeney Transportation,

i

RN

82 | 1.T. COL, ROGER HILSMAR
b T 5
T:'r.‘l_: '-}:I : . By: !&ﬂé De Mo Burchfield
1:1:1" :;] I ransporcatcion
1,:',.—, 2 * L ® L * * L % - * ® » * *
(% 3
!E 2 Davee, 16th Desember, 1941,

7

~
L

BECEIVED ome (1) FORD V8 1939 wodel PU=1861 from ¥, Bacamante of Nammo [or use
of Civilian Emergency Transportation, -

LI. COL., ROGER HILSMAN

Pensil notest ' Tanspo on
w/koy

*® * L L ] & * L & L e - * L

pawao, 18th December 1941.
KECEIVED (me il'} CEEVROLET TRUCK, with Cenvas for Cover T=8E676

e 1] CEEVROLET THUCK T=-95T74 g
frem Yessrs, Daveo Lumber Company for use of civilian Emergencsy Transportetion.

LT, COL. ROGER HILSMAN

By EE; De M« Burchiield

L] L L L] L » * * - * L L L

Private oar §18+162 belonging %o this party has been reguisitiomed. If

poseible release so he & family may accompany trucks for evasuating -
Riee needed bedly -

(8gd) JuCs Jomes
Fuel jpdministrater
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CIVILIAN EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION
CITY OF DAVAOD

Desember 13, 1941

geceived from Mo Sui one Pord Truck No., T«9630 for use of oivilian trange
portations

LT, COL. R, WILSMAN
WI De M, I'-Ilil"lhﬂlli

L L]
chief Transpertation
=

L & L " * L

CIVILIAN ENERGENCY TRANSPORTAT ION
CITY OF DAVAO

Davao, 15th December, 1941,

EI‘HD one (1) Chevrolet 1936 wodel PU~1613 from Agustin Plaza of Lapanday
' uge of Civilian Emergency Transportation,

LT, COL. ROGER HILSMAN

3y « Ms Burehfield
5%:!" Transportation

L L * E L] L

Des. léth, 1541
RECEIVED One (1) FORD V8 1936 PU=1886 Nodel Sedan from J. T. Orti : §
for use of the Civilian Emergency Transportation. i P iz

Wo Key

LT, COL., ROGER HILSMAN
(Confirmed by Mechanic)
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