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(Fi085100 5 1t 130n, of legel ege, married; now
8 6t o, 52 Esguerra Stroet, Pasey Gity,
h"!‘x been duly sworn to in adcordanmce with lew,

e
?’ﬁ fanilier with Moénor Cabrors, who wes & former crew

e W/V Legaspl asaigned es "Seilor® prior to-the Jepanese ccou
of %he Fhilippines;

& 2, ‘Thet I have knowledge of the fact thet. ssid Nicamor Cabrers did
not contime services with the aforementioned vessel in its last trip to
Gorregldor in view of the informetion he heard that there were Jspanese
destroyers awalting us &t Puérto Galera, Mindoro. . Mdreover, he was sick
with melaria st that time and chose to be remain at Cépiz with another
shipmate, whose name I cannot now recall, For this reason his neme does
not- appesr in the 1ist of members‘of the crow of the M/V Legaspi who were
anerded the Silver Star Award for gallantry in-sction by the Commanding
General, United States irmy Forces in the Far Eest on 16 Februsry 1942,

IN AITNESS WHBREOF, I heve hereunto signed this 18th day of April
1951 et Haa, 8133d Army Unit, idjutant Genersl Records Depository, APO 928,

SRR DAY
FERNANDO D. MORENO

SUBSRIBED AND SVORN to before me this 18th day of Aprdl 1951, st
Hqs, €133d Army Unit, Adjutemt Gemerel Records Depository, AP0 928,

lgo;ﬁ«/( ﬁa«u“.

gt Adjutent 4
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; HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, WESTERN PACIFIC
RECOVERED FERSONNEL DIVISION
CEBU BRANCH

AFO 718
21 December 1945

SUBJECT: Lists of crew of commandeered ship "Legaspi".

TO : Recovered lersonnel Division.

1. Enclosed are certfied True Copies of members
of motor ship "Legaspi".

2. These records were obtained from Capt. Flaviano
Suarez -- Maritime rersonnel -- Fort Command Sub
Base "S".

(SGD) ROBERT G. SMITH
2nd Lt. Inf.
Rec. Pers. Det.

War Dept. Yay Claims
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War Department lay Claim Office
Cebu Branch

FRARKKRAKRIKK [RUE COPY
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20 December 1945

21 -- Feb 3 38 off. & men (all re-
ceived decorations at
com. of 3rd trip)

FIRST TRIP

1. Lino T. Conejero - - Master

2, Flaviano Suarez - Chief Officer

3. Jose Auoyo -- - Detailed off. from MS Bohol(Cept)

4. Jose Tancinco - - Radioman

5. Lorenzo de Vera - Chief Engineer

6. Sol Vil Solis - - Second Lnglneer

7. Juan Echevarria - Third

8. Quintin Macalindol - Boatswain

9. Sigundo Matranas - - Quartermaster

10. Benito Solon -- - {if

11l. Agripino Quisay - »

12. relagio Flores - Diler

13. Celso Abellana - .

14, Tarciano Alfonso - - 5

15. Nicanor Antecamara - Winchman

16, Marciano Emia -- - )

17. Julian Rosalijos - Sy

18. Ricardo Libre - - Sailor

19. Antonio Labores - i

20, Diego Fernandez v (off at Capiz for Cebu)

21. Celestino Ursal e (off at Capiz for sick
leave)

22, Torino Ursal ===essesescsseeees " (off at Capiz for sick
leave)

23. Ceriaco Barzona m—————

24, Juan Barazona - b

25, Agaton Villarente ;

26. Guillermo Cavan "

27. Juan Balbirona - - "

28, Ciriaco Balbirona - "

29.

30, F 0 Moreno Chief Steward

31. Fedro Fornis - ~ Chief Cook

32, Ceriaco Rosalijos - - Crew's cook

33, Fabian Tirol ------ - Storekeeper

34, Maximo Young - - Officer's Boy

35. Donato Rosal ~ Captain's Boy

36, Juanito Caluya - Engineer's Boy

37. Sabino Fernandez - - Galley uoy

38, Felix Romero -- Boy

39. Leon Espina (not officially lisbed, crf at Capiz)

ot
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Feb 6 -- Feb 15 53 Men

Fernando lloreno -

SECCND TRIF

-~ laster
Chief Officer
Detailed Urficer c/o LS
Bohol

- Radio-man
Chief ingineer
Second Engineer
~Third o
Boatswain
Quartermaster

"

Lino T. Conejero -
Flaviano S. Suarez
Jose Amoyo

Jose Tancinco -
Lorenzo de Vera
Sol Vil Solis -
Juan Echevarria
Quintin Macelindol
Sigundo Matrenas -
Benito Solon ---
Agripino Quisay
Telagio Flores
Celso Abellana
Tarciano Alfonso -
Nicanor Antecamara
Marciano Emia
Julian Rosalijos -
Ricardo Libre -
Antonio Labores
Ceriaco Barazona -
Juan Barazona -
Agaton Villarente
Guillermo Cavan -
Juan Balbirona - i)
Ceriaco Balbirona =

Oiler
0

Fedro Fornis --
Ceriaco Rosalijos
Fabian Tirol -
Maximo Young -
Donato Rosal =
Juanito Caluya
Sabino Fernandez -
Felix Romero -
Sergio Bergamo
Flaton Salario
Abundio Ramos
Sabas lovar --
Francisco Navarro
Zgcarias Miranda -
Felix Corpus --.
Maximo Mananay
Demian Misa --
Margarito Iglesias -~
Raymundo Bohol
fablo Suarez -
Cruz Escanilla

Aulhorilyﬂ‘,uh‘g&&, 79
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USATS Com. offic

51.
52. Maj. Lorenzo Santamaria er
2nd cook c¢/o "Don Esteban"

53. Meliton Sacedon

Sebastian Chan ---—---c-—w--o keguler cabin boydétained
at Corregidor for stabbing
Felix Corpus on left leg.
Never returned.




Feb. 21 ---- Yar. 1

Lino T. Conejero ---
Flaviano S. Suarez -
Jose Amoyo --:
Jose Tancinco

Quintin Mecslindol -
Sigundo latranas

Benito Solon -
Agripino Quisay

Tarciano Alfonso
Nicanor Antecemar
Marcieno Emia -.
Julian kosalijos
Ricardo Libre --
Antonio Labores
Ceriaco Barazona
Juan Barazona -
Agaton Villerente
Guillermo Cavan
Juan Balbirona -
Ceriaco Balbirona

Fernando Moreno
Tedro Fornis --
Ceriaco Rosalinos
Fabian Tirol

Juanito Caluya
Sabino Fernandez ---
Felix Komero -
Sergio Bergamo
tlaton Salario

Francisco Navarro
Zacaries Mirenda ---
Felix Corpuz --
Maximo Mananay
Damien Misg ---=--w
Margarito Iglesias
Raymundo Bohol =--:
Fablo Suarez --
Cruz, Escanilla --

THIRD TRIP

llaster --:
Chief Officer
Detailed Of:
Radionan
1st Eng.
2nd Eng.
3rd Eng.
Boatswain
Quartermaster
"

TR

"
Oiler -
E

Witichman-
" =
"

Sailor
"

Crew's Cook
Storekeeper
Offi cer's Boy -
Captain's Boy --

Engineer's Boy -

Galley
Tantry 2
Cabin

®

80 men, return up
to Varadero Bay only

liabini, Batangas
démll

" Tabinay, Mindoro
abini, Batangas
" w

lanila
Tabinay, Mindoro
" "

‘I‘abinay 5 Miudoro

Sinandigan, Mindoro
Tabinay, inmi oro

" n

Captured, Galera, Mindoro

Reached Sinandigan, Mindoro

Died Mar. 3rd

Reached Sinandigan, hunucro

Captured Galera,

Reached §1nand1gun,
" "

- Captured Galers, "
H

keached biuzmdlgan liindoro
g Tabinay, Minaoro
Captured Galera, Mindoro
Reached Tabinay, Mindoro
Captured Galera, Mindoro
keached Tabinay, Mindoro




® ®

. Faj. Lorenzo Sentemaria -- USATS ch./orr. - Reached Menila
P Sacedon 2nd Cook ¢/o
R 8 "Don Esteban” ---- Foseibly captured.

Comm. Off.'s Clerk
carlegldor llurse - Heached Manila
" ~ Reached Mesnila

@
2 (both nurses male)

54. Melchor

RETURN TRIP
Lt. Bermejo =--==-==---- From Romblon : Scattered off
23 Ev. & Officer k.A. -- Hscort from Capiz : Sinandigan & Tabinay

2k
80 men Total

I certify this is a true copy:

(SGD) ROBERT G. SMITH
KOBERT G. SMITH
2nd Lt. Inf.
kec. rers. Det.
War Dept. Fay Claims
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Wer Department Fay Claim Office
Cebu Branch
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20 December 1945

At 7 A.M, D.S.T, of March 1, 1942 we were entering Puerto
Galera per schedule to await escort (-Boat at dawn and then
proceed to Corregidor. These were 80 men, all accounted for,
on board including orficers and engineers and escort from
Capiz. The "Legaspi" was fully loaded 2 inches over her load
draft, cargoes consisting of rice, canned food, gingers, denim
fatigue uniform, dried fish and meat, fruits and vegetables,
coffee, sweet potatoes, washed sugar, salt, etc., to supply
Bataan via Corregidor.
Two men-of-war ships were anchored at exactly the same spot
of our enchorege. Men in white were seen as we entered
Varadero Bay at slow engine. Type of vessel and flag could
not be identified as the ships' paint blended with the mountain
background., Thru my prismatic glass, I saw water passing thru the hawse
pipe which convinced me that the two ships were weighing anchor. I
told my captain that they must be Jespanes light cruisers and that
we have just enough space and little time to head our ship bow sea-
ward-- and perhaps escape to safety, which I realized later was futile.
Captain turned ship around and we headed weaward at full speed.
By now, I was fully convinced we have ren into ememy craft.
The two ships gave chase, the bigger of the two placing on our
starboard quarter while the smeller one took the position of our
port quarter--both maintening approximstely 200 yards distant
thorughout the chase.
Ship on starboasrd quarter hoisted Intil. code signal -~
"STOF IMMEDIATELY". (3 flag Hoist which 1 was able to decode
by the Intl. code book.) We proceeded and decided to run the
ship sground. A second signal was hoisted ---- "WILL FIRE IF
YOUR PROCEED" and simulteneously the Japanese men-of-wer flag was
hoisted - & clean shite flag with the rising sun with rays,
partly covering the flag formerly on hoist while at anchor which
1 now clearly see &s an old British merchant marine flag.

I heard one shot, presumably fired in the air as warning.
I came down to main deck and headed all hands to port engine
alleyway, thinking the bigger cruiser on starboard was firing.
Succeadding shots followed, all hitting directly bridge, radio
room and lifeboats. By now, by explosions of projectiles, I
realized the smaller cruiser on port side was firing while the
bigger one is blocking closing on our starboard side.
Tumediately, I hered all men on the other side of the engine
bulkhead, as then we were directly on target from the port side.
The ship was then perpendicular to coastline. In the meantime,
efforts were made to loose up gate valve and flood the engine.
But all bolt pins stucked up and engineer reported it was
impossible.

Ship hit rocky coast at full speed. Six shots all hit ship,
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but indications of capturing ship intact was shown how shots
were aimed. On eshot hit the overhung of the stern, while all
the rest hit above shade deck. Firing stopped after we hit
ground. A few jumped off quite fer from the coast. They were
mostly soldiers. The rest jumped off in proper order after ship
was grounded. Lster, men who were swimming coastward were ma-

chin-Bunned by the bigger cruiser. I could see the spurts of water

from where I stocd on the foredeck. Captain was beside me,
still ordering me to lower lifeboats. Then have been al des-
troyed long before we grounded. He seemed shock and out of
wits. I ran aft, set fire to linen and balnket cargo; oil in
20 drums midship and all papers in 2nd engine cabin.

I reported tocaptain that all have jumped off ashore.

And it was our turn now. Shells were bursting now and possibly
they were the ammunitions we carried. I jumped off and when I
reached s , + looked at my watch. It stopped at exactly
7:38 A, were scattered and it wastwo days after the
captain reunited my group.

On March 5 we trensferred to the mainland crossing every
post by night. Feople here were very cooperative. They help
us by way of food and escape. Some, mostly cabin boys, by
force of hunger, surrendered to the enemy at Galera. They
were captured while looking Tor food. A few got personal passes
as resident of the place. They were mostly sailors who passed
off as farmers.

All ships papers were burned. Ship burning for seven days.
Every lauch were able to take only a few sack of rice lrom
ship's store. Approaches stopred later as top section of ves-
sel cave-in. Only hull left and holds smoking -- possibly in-
ternal fire continued long after we have left Mindoro.

On Merch 9, seven of us contracted a sailboat to bring us
to Batangas. We reached Mabini, Banan, Ba tangas in the afternoon
of the same day. March 10, I and three companions proceeded to
Manile arriving here at 11 A.A. of the same day. 1 lived here
until today June 26, 1942. My cousin's wife is taking care of
me and I have lived with them thru their kindness. All my world-
ly and personal belongings were lost at the time of our accident.
After I reached Manila, thru the help of my wife's cousin and
friends, I am able to live thru these days.

Today I proceed to Cebu and join my family. This is made
possible thru the help of friends; without them 1 do not know
what will happen.

This is my official report written this 20th day of June
1942, so that in the event of personal accident or death to me
those concern will know and perhaps be able to help my t‘amily.’
I have serve my country the best way I could. So help me God!.

Manila, June 2 p
Raid of Jan. 4, 5, & 6 casualty: A ©, L94%
Cornelio Remirez - Machinist
Found missing on the 5th day of Jan, Later excavated
body found under diteh and covered by rocks and dust near |
Ice Flant Identified by keytainer and ship's identifieation
metal chip proved belonging to deceased. His papers and
I 35.00 cash turned over to Provost Marshall., Death pro-
perly reported to Frov. at Fort Mills, Corregidor.
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I certify this is a true copy:

(SGD.) ROBERT G. SMITH
ROBERT G. SMITH
2nd Lt, Inf,
Rec, rers. Det.
War Dept. fay Claims

~~ DECLASSIF:
t Authority 4 D> F2307SF
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CERTIFICATE
M/8 Legaspi
I, Pedro Farngs, Chief Cook aboard the"M/S Legaspi",

do hereby certify that the following statements are true
and complete to the best of my knowledge: °

The ship S Legaspl was engaged in transporting food
supplies from Iloilo to Manila; t'e round trip was made
approximately once a week. On the third trip to Manila,

2 Feb. 1942 our ship encountered a Japanese destroyer near
the Island of Mindoro, where our ship was sunk, Some
members of our crew were killed before the the actual
sinking, but I do not recall any of the crew members
names, Just before the ship went down I swam to shore

of the Island of Mindoro. To the best of my memory

seven members of our crew reported to headquarters at
Capiz, to.Col. Garcia Q.M. supply officer.

I remember but one of our crew, second Cook, Le-
liton Salcidon, Who was saved, Our Captain's name was
Cornejo.

That my salary was P110.00 per month, and I was
last paid to include January, 1942, by Capt. Cornejo.

That after the sinking I reported to headquarters at Caplz, a
and was given a job as a Warehouseman until 16 Aprdd 1942,

on that dey I evacuated to the mountains because of Japa-

nese landing, I did nothing while in the mountains until

1 Sept. 1942 when I joined the Guerrillas,

f’f;éw@»«a
PEDRO PBRNKS
Chief Cook /S Legaspi

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of
November, 1945, at the City of Iloilo, Philippines,

" Buid V.

GUSTAVE C. BOESCH, Jr,
1st Lt., Inf,

LASSIF
[ Authority 4w, 29307
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CIT‘I P FROVINC@ PHILIPPINES ’ S.S.

Al red P. Deen, uupino 41 years

16 a u Git; y uebu Phll-

1pf{nes after being duly Svorn 1 T re
red by law deposes and states

1.- am a a T b¥ rofession:
having gmctlce in cebu and t © Dne: gg‘nomng is-
lends since 1931, up to the present;

Byrd, who rt Mill:
corre, idor- “that Lieut - Col. Byrd was the Super-
mg;x_x nt Of the Army iTensport service at Cebu

- That deponent was engaged by the
Army Tr ort_ Service as legal adviser and vas put
in charge or all le, gal apers relative to the em-
ployment of seamen, officers, as wel.
reparation of all chart.er psrb¥ contract of vessals
n over by th Service, affidavits
re accidents or 1njnr es a.ud o: survivors of vessels
that were either sunk or damaged due to enemy action;

that 1t ceme to depoment's direct and
positive knowled%e that one LINO T. CONEJERO, by
proresrion a Master
nzaged and empl
Mlv "Leg:
party concrac‘(: by the Army iransport Service;
That the charter part; contract or
the u/v "Legazpi" e ncth!‘epa!‘ed n Cebu
sald vessel having been en over elther &t mamla
or Fort bins Lox’regid.oz‘.
Further, deponent sayeth not.
cebu City, Cebu, Philippines Oct. 18, 1945,
et
Di

offiy 1ssion’e;mmss
_6/: Book Na_‘X[é-s-




Authority gy 29307
e

18 October, 1945
Cebu, Cebu, Phil,

e AL RS oo seckin
APO 707
S I R

I wish to file my claim for salaries due
me plus my back pay if and when proper in the
premises under the facts hereunder related.

1.- I am & Filipino 50 years of age and by
profession Master of ocean going vessels since 1917,
From 1928, up to the outbreak of the war December 8,
1941, I was the Captain of the Fiiv "Legazpi a vessel
owned by the Philippine Steam Navigation Inc. with
head ofrice at manile, Philippines.

2.- On the 29th of December, 1941, the M/v
Legazpl was requisitioned and later chartered by the
Army Trensport Service while the vessel was at Manila,
I was placed in command of said vessel by the irmy
authorities and made the following trips: 17th of
January, 1942 from Fort Mills Corregidor to Capiz,
Panay Islend and return to Corregidor. The next trip
I made was on 3rd or 4th day of Februsry, 1942 from
Fort Mills, Corregidor to Caplz and return to Corregi-
dor. I made a third trip starting from Corregidor,
bound for Capiz again carrying with me as passengers
2 number of invalids from Bataan, the rest of the Navy
personpel at Fort ¥ills, and some aviators who were all bound
for Caplz. I arrived safely at Capiz and on the return
voyage to Corregldor somewhere between Romblon island
and Corregidor two Japanese destroyers shelled and set
afire my ship. I attach herewith copy of my report sub-
mitted to Gen. Basilio J. Valdez, Chief of Staff Phil.
Army, L
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3.- T was drawing a monthly salary from
the Army Transport Service at Fort Mills, Corregidor
the sum of SIX HUNDRED TWELVE DOLLARS ({$612.00) or
One Thousand Two hundred twenty four Pesos (P1224.00),
The lest time I was pald was for the month of January,
1942. I wish to mention here that after I beached my
ship, I ran and hid in the hills of Mindoro and from
there to Cebu to joln with my family. The Japanese
having virtually occupied the whole of the Philippines
I kept myself apart and away from the enemy until the
American landing at Leyte in October, 1944.
4.- In November, 1944, I was called to
Tacloban, Leyte to resume service at coast pllot for
the United States Army. And, on the 15th June, 1945,
1 was transferred to Base "S" Port Command, Cebu, where
up to the present L continue to hold the position as
harbor pilot.
5.- If under the Army regulations I am en-
titled to back pay for my services rendered to the
United States Army during all the time of the Japanese
occupation of the islands up to the date of the American
re-occupation, aside from that which is lawfully Gue me
for unpald salary for the months of February, march and o
4pril, 1942, I shall appreciate your advise to that effect..
Needless to say during all the time of the Japanese oc- ||
cupation of the islands, 1 was a hunted and hated man by R
the enemv. far Gbvieus ressons, one of which is the awerd (‘A
of the Distinguished Service Cross by the United States ﬁ\
Government, X
6.~ 1 nclose herewith the following documents: |
0ne photo of myselt; a copy of my letter and report to |
Gen. Valdez re- the enemy action on the M/v "Legazpli ‘t
under my comnand and a photostatic copy of the Avard N

DECLASSIFRED
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of the Distinguished Service Cross dated at
Fort Mills, Corregider, 17 tebruary, 1942,

Respectfully yours,

© . CONE
C/o Pilot, Base "S" Port Command
Cebu, Cebu.

apd-

" DECLASSIF
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$ivonga, Cebu, P.I,
September 17, 1945

Claims Division, USAVFE

Prade and Commerce Hldg, Tth Floor
Cerner Dasmarinas & Juan Luna Streete
Manila, P, I,

S8irss

I was Chief Officer of the A.7.S, "Legaspil" which was shelled and
supk by Japanese destroyers off Puerto Galera Bay, Mindoro, P.I. on March
1, 1942, Myself and other officers and crew vers cited and awarded the
Silver Star (220.5 Hisc - AC ~ V) dated February 16, 1942 at Fort ills,
Corragidor, P, I. for running the blockade between Bataan and a port still
under United States control. I have in my possession the original and of<
ficial copy of the citation end the names of the crew nnder nme,

On the 23rd of January of this year, I reported back for active ser-
vice at Tacloban, Leyte, P.I. which was the earliest time I got out of
Jap-held Cetw, The U, S, War Shipping Administration employed me as Chief
Officer on the 29th of Japuary until July 17th of thie year when I was
paid off by mutual consent with the ship's captain,

Some members of the erew were killed in action abosrd the "Legaspi"
and others I find nov almost destitute and penniless. Their only hope is
t0 go back and to serve again or if the Philippine or U, §, govermments
have plans for our rehabilitation or some other government benefits that
will be forthceming.

Could thie office furnish me the information of how these benefits
be sacured for the families of my deceased shipmates? And for us, the
living, are steps bdaing teken by our government for the aid of us whom
war had rendsred destitute and some homeless?

I will appreciate very much if through this office something eould
‘be done for the men under me,

Very respectfully yours,

{~  DECLASSI rx./;(;xm 8. wmzA (
[ Authority yv ]y 783075 | (Master Nariner)
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& Manila, February 5, 1945 A

TO WHOM IT MAY CONGERN:

This is to certify that I, Jose 4. Amoyo, captain in the
United States drmy Transport Service, piloting the /S Legaspi
commanded by Captain Lino Conejero and which had been designated
by the Army High Cormand at Corregidor to load food supplies from
Capiz for Corregidor Island and Bataan, hereby declare that the
following is a true and sceurate account of the disaster of said
M/S Legaspi; to wit:

That on February 27, 1942, after loading food -upnnu, the
/S Legaspi left the port of Culan. (Capiz) at 1. e Me by
order of the army headquarters, on her Tetura trip to Carr-gldor.
On the following morning, Pebruary 28th, we docked at Romblom to
seek shelter as usual during the day and at the same time to laad
fresh water. We stayed in the port until 8:00 ofelock that
evening, then resumed our trip, Our mext stop was at Varadero
Pay, Mindoro. We were sailing with cloudy weather and passing
squall,

On Narch 1st at 5:00 ofelock in the morming, while epproach-
ing Varadero Bay, we reduced our speed to dead slow on account of
the rain and squalls hanging at the mouth of the bay. . Th

Legaspi was coming to within a quarter of a mile from the port,
at this tine the weather improved, when we noted two queer dark §
objects while a nearby lighthouse was flashing signals to us, |
using our seceret cods. Our belief then was that the dmerican
Navy had come to base in the ports. We soon discovered though
that the queer objects we saw were warships, one destroyer and J
the other a heavy cruiser. Not long afterwards, the werships

hoisted their flags and it was British. As we were still in

doubt as to the correct identity of the vessels, we steered to

opposite course in order to withdraw from the scenes Now the

vessels were signalling to us, by flag, to "lie fo® and their

Tapanese ensigns wers now very visible.

4t this time, we have already altered our ccurse and have

ordered full speed ahead. Captain Conejero, Chief Officer Suarez, _
Major Sta. Maria and I, held a brief conference to decide on the ‘
proper course to follow, In the conference we umanimously agreed
that the SHIP MUST NOT BE SURRENDERED AT ANY COST to the eneny,
So, we scuttled the M/S Legaspi, destroyed all important and con=
fidential letters and documents in preparation for the worst to
come. Orders were given to open the sea coek and to prepare all
life boats for the emergency. Reports were, at tils time, flashed
to Corregidor —- an aceurate account of the situgtion. The ship
was now being steered towards the beach west of Esearceo Pt. at
full speed. Daring all this time, the enemy vesssls were in their

1 Authority Agmg 75
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ot pursuit of the /S Legaspi. We were fimally overtakem by the
enemy cruiser, which irmediately took position towards our star-
board side from a distance of about 600 yards while the enemy des-
troyer was at a position on our port side. By this time, the
destroyer signaled us to stép and when she noted that we had mo
intention to yield to their order, she fired the first shot that
hit the radio room which completely destroyed its It wes now
7305 o%elock in the morning., Three more shots followed which
struck the captain's room and chart room, Then followed by two
more shots that hit the first class accommodations. This time

we were already aground on a rocky bottom about 500 yards west

of Escarceo lighthcuse, Tae life boats were mow rendered useless.
Fire was then started on board, for waich our gasoline cargo came
in very handy. The fire had soon transformed what was omce a
fine ship into a burning inferno -- it was at this time that we,
the officers and crew, swam towards the beach for safety and
escaped frou the enemy. For a time the destroyer kept on machine
gunning us.

We were already safe on land when the Chief Officer reported
that one of our orew was badly hurt by broken glass while still
on board the Legaspi, whom we later found out died in a Japanese
Army Hospital, Major Sta, laria was also wounded by the neck
while I sustained wounds in both hends.

With the aid of the good people of Puerto Galera, we had
managed well.in evading our pursuers, Former ORief of Police
Bstanislao Cabarubias of this town had given us valuable assist=
ance in many ways until we were able to escape to Mabini, Batangase
Most of the survivors, among whom are members of the crew and many
other USAFFE men, were left behind at their: own request while a
few mess boys of the ship surrendered to the Japanese Garrisons
Captain Conejero, the chief and first assistant engineers were
also left behind in Mabini to await transportation that could

take them to Cebu, Chief Officer Suarez, the 2nd dssts Sngineer,
kajor Sta. Maria and I, procceded to Manila by motor ear on March
11, 1942, reached the city the same day at about 11:00 AeMs

That the foregoing is a true and accurate account of events

surrounding the heroic disester of the 1/S Legaspi can be readily
attested to by other persons connected with the ineidents

Captai:

Authority oy pp2307p
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Tacloban, January 17, 1945

Basilio J4' Valdes
Major General, Chief of Staff
Philippine Army

Sirs

Enclosed is a complete report of the former #MeSe'
Legespi®, vhich was under my command, on her last trip
from Capiz to Port 1ilk Corregidor on February 27, 1942e'
This ship was then in the service of the UsS, Army Irans—
portation Services'

This report is being respectfully addressed to your

office for any action or recommendation which you deem
necessary on the cases

Respectfully,

LINO To CONEJERV
Ex-daster “MeS, Legaspi®

Lm/o./;lsv
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HEADQUARTERS
United States Forces in the Philippines
Office of the Commanding General
Ft. ¥ills, Philippines

liarch 26, 1942

Subject: Crew Lists of chartered
Inter-Island Transports

TO0: The Adjutant General
Washington, D. C.

Reference your radio 1177 of March 14, 1942, herewith crew
lists of chartered Inter-Island Transports together with names and
2ddresses of beneficiaries.

For the Commanding General:

/s/
25 Incls (indup) CARL H SEALS
Brigadier General, U.S.A.
BOHOL IT USAT REGULUS Adjutant General
LEGASPT 1 1i/S PRINCESS OF CEBU
ELCANO 1#/S. KANLAON
HAT KWANG 1 BACOLOD
KILAMBUGAN WY PRIN{:J:SA
YU SANG 1/V El
1/S CQNDENSA 5/8 ok Dh. FILIPINO
M TALISAY /5 I0ZON
W/ uovmuo}e TAFT /Y SURIGAO
s/ 1/Y GOVERNOR SMITH
/s LA nSTRELLA CALTEX  i/V. AGUSTINA
4/V KATIPUNAN 5/S MAYMN

/Y DUMAGUETE
Subject: Crew Lists of chartered Inter-Island Transports.

AG 565.21 LD:ts:1812
(3-26-42)10 1st Ind

War Department, AGO, August 13, 1942 = To the Chief of Transportation, Water
Division (Att: Lt. Bauer).

25 Tncls. n/e




Lino T. Conejero
Flaviano Suarez
JLorenzo de Vera
Sol Vil Solis
Juan Echevarria
Quintin Macalindol

Pelag

Segundo Natranas

\ Diego Fernandez
Celso Avellano
Marcino Emia

1 Nicanor Antecamera

| Juanito Pepito

| Ricardo Libre

| Cerilo Rosaliyas

. Bergio Bergamo

. Cruz Escanilla

| Leon Espina

| Juanito Caluya

| laximo Mananay

| Felix Romero

| Platon Solario

| Hargarito lglesias

| Pedro Fornis

| Sabino Fernandez

. Raymundo Boholst

| Francisco Navarro
Fernando doreno

Jose Tencinco

Maximo Young

Donato Rosal

Sabas lonar

Abundio Ramos

Nicanor Cabrera

Pablo Surrez

Julian Bernido

Damian Misa

Felix Corpus

Sebastian Chan

Andres Arinasa

Tarciano Alfonso

Cornelio Ramirez

Benito Solon

Julian Rosalijos

Fabian Tiral

Zacaries Miranda

DESIGNATION

Captain
1st Officer
1st Engineer

BENEFTCTARY AND ADDRESS

Emilia Lanoza (Wife) Camputso, Lahug, Cebu ‘
Araceli Urbina (Wife) Sibonga Cebu
Anatalia Gomez (Wife) Opon, Cebu ;
Magdalena Tumulalk (Wife) Opon, Cebu 1

2nd Engineer
3rd Engineer Luiz Aboitiz (Guardian) Lahug, Cebu i
Boatswain Maxima Ocobillo (Wife) #15 Balagtas St. Cebu ]
Quartermaster uliana Colina’(Wife) Mandave, Cebu |
Quartermaster |Felishimz Sanchez (Wife) Cansoje, Argao, Cebu .
Quartermaster Natividad Ubalde (Wife) T. Padilla, Cebu k
Sailor Sustinia Campos (Wife) #144 C. Padilla, Cebu
Sailor Agripina Saramosin (Wife) Glarin, Bohol j
Sailor Salud Marquez (Wife) Sibonga, Gebu Cebu
Sailor Dolores Boayaban (liother) Bagay, Daan Bantayan,/ |
Sailor Temotea Pardillo (Wife) iinglanilla, Cebu f
Sailor Justiquia Pepito (liother) Dean Bantayan, Ceba ;’
Sailor Erene Chica (Wife) #30 E1 Felisbusteremo, Gebu &
Sailor Florentina Rondena (lother) Jones Avenue, Cebu
Sailor Isidra Santilan (Wife) Sibonga, Cebu 3
Sailor Eustaquia Cabristante (Wife) Dumaguete, Negros,Or:
Sailor Juanita Langbid (Wife) Minglanilla, Cebu

Sailor Dolores lorina (Wife) #64-C Sanciangko, Cebu
Sailor Candida Saberon (Wife) Subangdaku, Nandave, Gebu |
Seilor Leoncia Macasero (Wife) Subangdaku, Mandaue, Cebu:
1st Cook Estelita Limping (Wife) Hilongos, lLeyte

Crew's Cook
Galley Boy
Galley Bay
1st Steward
Radio Operator
Official Boy
Captain Boy
Engineer Boy
Storekeeper

Tce Box B
Pantry Bu;ylre]i#a Absull (Vother) Hilongos, Leyb

Cabin Boy
Cabin Boy
Cabin Boy
Cabin Boy
Cabin Boy P
oOiler
Oiler
Jinchman
Winchman
2nd Steward
Cabin Boy

liercedes Taboada (Mother) Mabini, Ilolilo
Juliana Boja (Mother) Merida, Lsyte

Carmen Furia (Mother) Butusan, Agusan
Leonisa Espinosa (Wife) Guadalupe, Cebu
Aquilina Roldan (Wife) #63 Villagonzalo, Cebu
Emilia Purisima (Wife) Opon, Cebu 2
Illuminada Plaza (Wife) Samboan, Cebu &
Fidela lYonar (Sister) #164 C. Borromeo, Cebu &
Sotera Pangantinon (lother) #71 Valeria St.Tloilo
Sotero Cabrera (Father) #292 Colon St. Cebu

Cornelio Bernido (uuther) Suba, Anda, Bohol
Salustiana Misa (Sister) #22 B Figuroa St. Cebu
Anastacio Corpus (Father) Mantajan, Leyte
Tictoria Martines (Mother) Palo, Leyt.s

Pri
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Regina Portich (Mother-) Talisay, Cebu
Margarita Reyes (Wife) #93 Martires St. Cebu
Paula Rosalijos (Wife) Bagay, Daan Bantayan, Cebn
Erene Bargamato (Wife) Carcar, Gebu ?
Simporosa Misa (Wife) Cordova, Cebu
Gregorio Miranda (Father) Dao, Antique

e DECI
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LEGASPT CREW LIST

(cont'd)

Agripino Quisay Quarterma 5
4 iaco palborona- Seilor ster Julia Quisay wife Smb
Sunbgndng, Bate C

ebu

Jusn Balborond sailor
Sirilo Barazona . Sallor
Sibscoro Barazona, Satlor
Kgaton Billarete ~ Sallor
Guillermo Caban Sailor
Antonio Labores Sailor
Ponciano Malait Sailor
Teoncio Ursal Sailor
Torino Ursal Sailor

*
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HEADGUARTERS
IT ) STATES AMMY sOHCS TN THE FAR BAST
PORT M. 1

rebruary 16, 1942

220,85

150, - AG-V

Subjeet: Award of Silver Star
Tos CIRILO BARASONA

1. Under the provisions of Ammy Regulations 600-45, Wer
Depertment, August B, I94%, the Silver Star is awarded by Hpes
mending Genersl, United Stetes Army ¥orees in the Far st
gallentry in setion, to eaeh of the following nemed e
members of the erew of the Motor- "LEGASPT", Atmy fransport

Strvices:-
Lorenzo de Vera Flevieno susrez
Sol V11 Solis Juan Eeheverria {
Tose Taneingeo Guintin Macalindol :
Celso Abellena Tareiano Alfonso
Nieanor Anteamora Cirieeo salbirena
Tuan Balbirona Oirile Sevesona ~ —
Dioseoro Barescna Agaton seliwrente ‘
Tusnito Caluya Guillermo Caven
Mareimno Baia Diego rernundez
Sabino Fernandez Peluglo ¥lores i
Fedro Formis Antonto Labores
Eieardo Libre Paneiano Malait
Sequndo Netranes Fernando Moreno
Agripino Quisay Telix xomero
Doneto spsal Cirilo nosalijos
Jualian Kosalijos Senito Solon
Fabian Tirol Leoneio Ursal
Torino Ursal Maxino Young

'« When the main forees of the United States Army Forees
1n the Far Bast oseupied a defense position on the Betems Peminerle
Luzun, Philippines Islands, early m Jenuary, 1942, hosti
fod e myeriority in the vieinity eut off euesnels of sply.
When the obtaining edditional supplies became vital to Rhe de-
tense, these oFtiats md ey sameint I AR e
Listed men of the United States Amyp twies voluntarily ran the hos-
il nevel te seriel Biookede in the lotor-Yossel RUSPY" from
antle Bay %o jort st 1 and return with

By ey e e
son 20 air sitast, these Ofticers wa

s

By eomend of General MaeArthur:

DECL ,\wr )
Authority gy

(SGD) CARL N, SEALS?
Brigadier General, U.S.A-
4djutent General

G, DE 0
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a2t
N\~ CREW_LIST OF M.V. "I ASPI" 7
NAVE DESIGNATION BENEFICIARY AND ADDRESS
Lino T. Conejero Captain fmilia Lanoza (Wife) Camputso, Lahug, Cebu
Flaviano Suarez 1st Officer Araceli Urbina (Wife) Sibonga, Cebu
Lorenzo de Vera 1st Engineer Anatalia Gomez (Wife) Opon, Cebu
Sol Vil Solis 2nd Engineer Magdalena Tumilak (o) Opon, Cebu
Juan Echevarria 3rd Engineer Luiz Aboitiz (Guardian) Lahug, Cebu
Quintin Macalindol ~ Boatswain  Maxima Ocobillo (Wife) #15 Balagtas St. Cebu
Pelagio Flores Quartermaster Juliana Colina (Wife) Mandaue, Eebu
Segundo Matranas Quartermaster Felisima Sanchez (Wife) Cansoje, Argao, Cebu
Diego Fernandez Quartermaster Natividad Ubalde (Wife) T. Padilla, Cebu
Celso Avellano Sailor Sustinia Campos (Mife) #144 C. Pudilla, Cebu
Marcino Emia Sailor Agripina Saramosin (Wife) Clarin, Bohol
Nicanor Antecamera  Sailor Salud Marquez (iife) Sibonga, Cebu
Juanito Pepito Sailor Dolores Boayaban (Mother) Bagay, Daan Bantayan, Cebu
Ricardo Libre Sailor Temotea Pardillo (Wife) Minglanilla, C
Cerilo Rosaliyas Sailor Justiquia Pepito (Mother) Dean Bantayan, Cebu
Bergio Bergamo Sailor Erene Chica (ifife) #30 E1 Felisbusteremo, Cebu
Cruz Escanilla Sailor Florentina Rondena (Mother) Jones Avenue, Cebu
Leon Espina Sailor Isidra Santilan (Wife) Sibonga, Cebu
| 'Juanito Caluya Sailor Eustaquia Cabristante (Wife) Dumaguete, Negros Or.
| Maximo Mananay sailor Juanita Langbid (ifife) Minglanilla, Cebu
Pelix Romero Sailor Dolores Morina (Wife) #64-C Sanciangko, Cebu
Platon Solario Sailor Candida Saberon (Wife) Subangdaku, Mandaue, Cebu
Margarito Iglesias Sailor Leoncia Macasero (ffife) Subangdaku, Mandaue, Cebu
Pedro Fornis 1st Cook Estelita Limping (Wife) Hilongos, Leyte
Sabino Fernandez Crew's Cook Mercedes Taboada (Mother) Mabini, Ilolilo
~Raymundo Boholst Galley Boy  Uuliana Boja (Mother) Merida, Leyte
Francisco Navarro Galley Boy  Carmen Furia (Mother) Butusan, Agusan
Fernando Moreno 1st Steward Leonisa Espinosa (Wife) Guadalupe, Cebu
Jose Tancinco Radio OperatorAquilina Roldan (Wife) #63 Villagonzalo, Cebu
Maximo Young Official Boy Emilia Purisima (W¥ife) Opon, Cebu
Donato Rosal Captain Boy Iluminada Plaza (Wfife) Samboan, Cebu
Sabas Monar Engineer Boy Fidela Monar (Sister) #164 C. Borromeo, Cebu
Abundio Ramos Storekeeper  Sotera Pangantihon (Mother) #71 Valeria St, Iloilo
Nicanor Cabrera Ice Box Boy Sotero Cabrera (Father) #292 Colon St. Cebu
Pablo Surrez Pantry Boy  Felisa Absull (Mother) Hilongos, Leyte
ulian Bernido . Cabin Boy _ Cornelio Bernido (Mother) Suba, Anda, Bohol
nian Misa Cabin Boy  Salustiana Misa (Sister) #22 B Figuroa St. Cebu
Felix Corpus Cabin Boy Anastacio Corpus (Father) Mantajan, Leyte
Sebastian Chan Cabin Boy Victoria Martinez (Mother) Palo, Leyte
Andres Arinasa Cabin Boy  Primitivo Arinuza, (Father) San Jose, Occidental Neg
Tarciano Alfonso Oiler Regina Portich (Mother) Talisay, Cebu b
Cornelio Ramirez Oiler Margarita Reyes (Wife) #93 Martires St, Cebu
Benito Solon Winchman Paula Rosalijos (Wife) Bagay, Daan Bantayan, Cebu
Julian Rosalijos finchman Erene Bargamato (iiife) Carcar, Gebu %
Fabian Tiral 2nd Steward Simporosa Misa (Wife) Cordova, Cebu !
Zacaries Miranda Cabin Boy Gregorio Miranda (Father) Dao, Antique

DECLASSIFI¥
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Agripino Quisay
Ciriaco Balborona
Juan Balborona

. Cirilo Barazona

Dioscoro* Barazona
Agaton Billarete
Guillermo Caban
Antonio Labores
Ponciano Malait
Leoncio Ursal
Torino Ursal

LEGASPI CREW LIST

(cont'd)

Quartermaster Julia Quisay wife Sunbguang, Bato Cebu
Sailor
Sailor

Sailor

Sailor

Sailor

Sailor

Sailor

Sailor

Sailor

Sailor
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REPORT

The Motor Ship "Legaspi® on her last trip from the port
of Gapiz for Port Mills, Corregidor Island - February 27, 1942

First = On the 27th of February, 1942, at 11230 peite)y
1 sailed from the port of Capiz for the port of Corregidor
via Romblon and Port Galera, liindoro, vhere e my former
trips I used to drop anchor during the day as per instructions
from he U,S, Navye I arrived Homblon the following day,
Febryary 28, 1942, at 5:00 2.l

Second - On the same day (February 28th) at 10:00 pelte)y
I moved on for Mindoro to arrived the next morning at Fuerto
Galeras However, at 4:00 aglis' the following day, while my
ship was underway at a distance of two miles more or less
from the port vhere I should have dropped my anchor, L sighted
two ships lying at anchor in my anchoragee' Wntil visibility
cleared so that I could identify the ships, I slowed speede’
When it grew brighter, I saw these ships, with the British
flag flying from the aft masts, proceeding towards mee

Third = As they drew nearer they hoisted signals to
stop and at the same time lowering the British flag and raised
the Japanese ensign,! When I saw the enemy flag L gave orders
for full speed ahead in an endeavor to beach my ship to the
nearest. shoreline,! ihese ships, I recognized as destroyers
with a far superior speed end they were fast overtaking mee'

Fourth - ile dropped some empty oil firums over boards'
Apparently taking these for depth charges, the mnemy ships
changed course and proceed to attack my ship with incendiary
and demolition shellsy' Fortunately, they only hit the
super-structure setting afire to the ships' This did not prevent
me from running my ship agrounds'

Fifth - Fires caused by shells destroyed the ship com=
pletely giving the enemy no chance to salvage its cargos’

The crew and my-self once ashore ren to the hills where
I kept hiding from the enemy until two months later I was
able to get a transportation on a native canoe for Cebus!

LINO CONEJ a0
Ex-aster M/S "Legaspin

16/ Ofsev
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JmvE /} PDSITION DATE ON ${IP
1. Tirdl, Fabian Sumagang 2nd Stewerd 8 Dec 1941-2 Mar 42
2. Mananay, Maximo John Pantryman 8 Dec 41- 1 Mar 42
3, Enecio, Ranulfo Gueediana Waiter 8 Dec 41- 15 Jan 42
4,Anticarara, Nicanor dela Cruz Winchman 8 Dec 41- 1 March 42
5, Emia, Marciano Paneria sailor 8 Dec 41-1 Mar 42
6., Romero, Felix Atanosa (dec)Rantry Boy 10 Dec 41- Mar 42
7. Solon, Benito NMI Qudrtermaster 1 Jan= 1 Mar 42
8. Balberona, Ciriaco Barasona Sailor Dec 41- 1 Mar 42
9. Balerona, Juan Barazona Sailor 9 Dec 21~ 1 Mar 42
10, Matranas, Segundo Hogar Quartermaster Dec 41- 1 Mar 42
11, Rosalijos, Cirilo Pepito Asst. Cook Dec 41-1 Mar 42
12, *ilait, Ponciano Orok Sailor Dec 41- 1 Mar 42
13. Ursal, Torino Lepiten Marine 1 Jan- 1 Mar 42
14, Ursal, Leoncio Lepiten Watchman 15 Nov 41- 1 Feb. 42
4%5. Tancinco, Jose NMI Radio Oper. /é/an-/%‘?._
16, Barazona, Cerilo Barcelo Crew De¢ 41
17. Goholts, Raymundo Buja Cabin Boy 8 Dec 41- 1 Mar 42
18. Escraman, Ciriaco NMI 1st Cl. Cabin Boy 8 Dec- 31 Dec 41
19. Cantaveja, Valentin Pateon Sallor 8 Dec 41-ar 42
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