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ROWE'S UNIT ON MINDORO

- R R gy S A S Pl S i WD TED gy T A e wmE e e e TS T g,

—=

Filed with this office are at least 114 claims of a similar
nature from the island of Mindoro, The unit involved in these
cases is the intelligence organization set up by SWPA under Lt.
Commender George F. Rowe (alias Lt. Comdr, Nicholson) sometime in
July of 1944, The purpose of the unit was to establish a radio-
1nte%11gance net on Mindoro and surrounding islands (Ambil, Lubang,
ete, ).

This group of claims is similar in circumstances and prepara-
tion, They are mostly for an amount less than F1,000.00 but more than
F300,00, The majority have receipts on pieces of lined pad paper
written with pencil, Seventy of these cases are supported by the
procuring agent, David C, Flores, and forty-one are supported by a
procuring agent Florente A, Trias., There are a very few cases with-
out receipts which mention several other agents as having procured,
such as, Lt. Pedro Natura, Sgts de los Santos and Jerry Berg, and a
Lt, Jeron, These latter, however, are only mentioned as procuring
but there is no certificate, statement, nﬂgﬁny receipts signed by
them in the files., No infommation is available on any of the above
personnel vwith the Feo of Florente Trias., All the claims contain
the same mimeographed and typed statements and affidavits of two wit-
nesses and neighbors with only the blank lines filled in differently,
The type of items taken is also very similar, viz, there is always
several heads of large cattle, mongos, rice, a few plgs, chlckens,
camotes, and bananas. There isusually no evidence of ownership or
capacity in the files other than the usual mimeographed affidavits
of neighbors that claimants house was looted and documentary evidence
of ownership of large animals was lost, It is impossible toc believe
that these affidavits fit all cases by just changing the names in the
blank spaces provided,

Florente Trlas,who signs a good many of the receipts, was a
member of Major Ruffy's guerrillas (a recognized unit) @i, as were
other guerrillas, used by Rowe in his intelligence unit, EHe was a
supply agent, intelligence agent, and coast watcher., His work was
considered excellent by Rowe during the occupation peried, but ap-
parently, he has "entered a new line of endeavor" recently, It is
my opinion, formed from an intervliew with Rowe on September 7, 1949
end from a letter of Ricardo Paras to the Wage Clalms Section (enclosed
below) that Trias has an interest and 1s behind all these procurement

claims,

It is a2 fact that until now, as long as I have investigated
clainms I have never come upon any Mindoro procurement claims inmlﬂng
the unit of G. F. Rowe,

The undersigned and Mir, 3. Cayton of the Investiga
interviewed Qeorge F. Rowe at his gg}-mu on September 5’%329:‘95%11:11
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Mr, Rowe would not support these claims, In fact, he considered them
without m rit (sample cases were shown to him), It was further dis—
ciosed that the unit did not issue receipts, that all obligations were
paid either during the occupation or after the liberation days when
¥30,000,00 was taken to Mindoro by one of his agents, Jerry Berg, to
pay those "odds and ends" still not settled. Cash left over after
payments were made was about P14,000,00, An interesting sidelight
was that when paying for cattle, particularly everyone seid that his
carabao was large, Kowe, lnowing that all the cattle taken were not
the large slzed ones, decided to stop that practice, and, having
photographic equipment with him, made it a point to photograph cattle
taken to settle disputes on cattle size when he came to pay for thenm,

In summary, it is therefore definite, as we have our infommation
from the unit commander himself, that no receipts were issued on pro—
curements; no outstanding obligation exists; all procurements were paidj
therefore, all procurement claims arising out of the SWPA Detachment
of Lt. Comdr George F. Rowe should be considered as fraudulent and
without merit,

/

s

Z,
/RICHARD KYLE ~
Claims E:am;'er

NOTEs George F, Rowe has requested thet the fact that he has been
1nterviauad, and has not supported these clalms or tnat he has given
any information about these cases be kept confidential by this
office for reasons best lknown to himself,

7

@jﬁ
f’
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Filed with this office are at least 114 claims of a similar
nature from the island of Mindoro, The unit involved in these
cases 1s the intelligence organization set up by SWPA under Lt,
Commander George F, Rowe (alias Lt. Comdr, Nicholson) sometime in
July of 1944, The purpose of the unit was to establish a radio-
mtei:l..lig-nuu net on Mindoro and surrounding islands (Ambil, Lubang,
ete, ),

Thies group of claims is similar in circumstances and prepara-
tion, They are mostly for en amount less than F1,000,00 but more than
F300,00, The majority have receipts on pieces of lined pad paper
written with pencill, Seventy of these cases are supported by the
procuring agent, David C, Flores, and forty-cne are supported by a
procuring agent Florente A, Trlas, There are a very few cases with-
out receipts which mention several other agents as having procured,
such as, Lt, Pedro Natura, Sgts de los Santos and Jerry Berg, and a
Lt, Jeron, These latter, however, are only mentioned as procuring
but there is no certificate, statement, noxany receipts signed by
them in the files, No infomation is available on any of the above
personnel with the receipts of Florente Trias, All the claims contain
the same mimeographed and typed statements and affidavits of two wit-
nesses and neighbors with only the blank lines filled in differently,
The type of items taken is also very similar, vig, there is always
several heads of large cattle, mongos, rice, a few pigs, chlckens,
camotes, and bananas, There isusually no evidence of ownership or
capacity in the files other than the usual mimeographed affidavits
of neighbors that claimants house was looted and documentary evidence
of ownership of large animals was lost, It is impossible to belleve
that these affidavits fit all cases by Just changing the names in the
blank spaces provided,

Florente Trias,who signs a good many of the recelpts, was a
member of Major Ruffy's guerrillas (a recognized unit) and, as were
other guerrillaes, msed by Rowe in hls intelligence unit, He was a
supply agent, intelligence agent, and coast watcher, His work was
considered excellent by Rowe during the occupation period, but ap-
parently, he has "entered a new line of endeavor" recently., It is
my opinion, formed from an interview with Rowe on September 7, 1949
and from a letter of Ricardo Paras to the Wage Claims Section (encloseg
below) that Trias has an interest and is behind all these procurement

clains,

It is a fact that until now, as long as I have investigated
¢laims I have never come upon any Mindoro procurement claims involvip,
the unit of . F. Rowe,

The undersigned and Mr, 8, Cayton of the Investigation Sectiop
interviewed George F, Rowe at his office on September 7, 1949,
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The Director
Wege Claim Service
Fort McKinley, Rizal

5 1 r:

I bave the honor tc request informstion &s to whether
my wage claim and those of four others, for services rendered
tc the Intelligence Farty, SWFA, under Commender Geo. F. Rowe ,
USKR, which I left personally to Florsnte Tris, an employee
of the RPD of the FHILCOM, last September, 1948, have already
been filed by him with that office.

When I met him recently, andinguired into the status of
thesaid wage claims he told me he had already filed them,

In view of the foregoing, I wish to know if it is true
that the claims in question sre glready on file in that office,
8nd if on the contrary, to reconsider my claims which I will
file very socn,

Immediate acticn on this matter is respectfully requested,

Very respectfully,

s/ Ricardo Farag
t/ RICARDO PARAS
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Abre de Ilog, Mindoro
June 22, 1949

The Director
Wage Claim Service
Fort McKinley, Rizal

8 1 »r

I have the honor to request informstion ss to whether
my wage claim and those of four others, for services rendered
to the Intelligence Farty, SWPA, under Commander Geo. F. Rowe
USNR, which I left personally to Florante Tria, an employee
of the RPD of the PHILCOM, last September, 1948, have already
besen filed by him with that office.

When I met him recently, sndinquired into the status of
thesaid wage claims he told me he hud already T'iled them.

In view of the foregoing, I wish to know if it is true
that the cleims in question sre already on file in that office
and if on the contrary, tc reconsider my claime which I will i
file very =oon.

Immediate action on this matter is respectfully requested,

Very respectfully,

8/ Rieardoc Parag
t/ RICARDOD PARAS
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Headqusarters

Ad jutant General Records Depository
Office of the Chief Adjustment Division
AFO 900,

Attention: wWage Section

sir:

Recently, & number cof claims for wages for recruiting and
handling Mengyan labor performing necessary labor for my specisl
intelligence party in Mindoro during the Japanese ccecupaticn,
were filed in your office. These claims were certified by Mr.
Francisco M. Isla snd were from persons residing in Abrs de’ Ilog,
Mindoro,

To gibe you @ better understending of the nsture of these
claims, what followe are pertinent faete surrounding the employ-
ment of these claimants,

I arrived in Mindore from Australia by submerine on July
9th, 1944 with s party of twenty men &and eleven tons of supplies.
After s short stay near Sablaysn and a few engagements with
Japanese forces I moved my main headquarters to a place neap
Abra de Jlog., The buildings of the msin camps at thies point were,
for the most part, erected with Mangyan lsbor. The buildings
consisted of a GHY building, hospital, church, barracks, and
verioue others deemed necessary tc the cperation. In addition,
bridges, roads and observation towers were conetructed, The
Mangyans were @lso used to transport my suppliee s distance of
elghty kilometers from sSeblaysn to Abra,

Due to operational difficulties encountered by submerine
gupply vessels in the Verde Ieland passage, I was obliged to
accept subsequent supply shipments off the cosast nf.Manhurﬂu,
thus it wae necesesry to transport these supplies & distance of
thirty-one kilometers to Abra., When I fist passed over this 80
called road it wae nothing but a very poor treil with bridges
out altho the road bed was intsct. To afford faster transports-
tion of supplies and, anticipating the Mindoro cperation by gup
armed forees, I had the road repaired and the bridges replaceq
(17=if I recall correctly) to the extent that four-wheel drive
vehicle could safely travel over it at reaspnable épeed. fThig
wag done with Mengysn lsbor.
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The Mangyens were again used when I captured a Japanese
Sub=chaser off the northern ccast. The documents obtained from
the Captain's safe were ccneidered s=c valuable by SWEA that I
was forced to track down every member of the crew that had escaped
during the fighting in order thst the enemy would be unaware that
their codes, etec. haed ben compromised. Over & period of two
weeks every escaped crew member was captured and refurned to my
GHE by the hundreds of Mangyans I sent intc the junglesfor that
purpose,

These men were alsg used at varicue times as guides 2nd for
odd jobs about the cemp. At varicus times it is estimated that
as many as five hundred of them were on the job. 1 fed them and
at varicus times gave them sums of money which, however, were not
adequate to pay for their services. After the American forces had
landed on Mindoro 4 was able to give supply them with shipments of
focd and cther essentiasls and they seemed satisfied.

The e¢laims you now Lave on hand are not for this labor but
for the supervieion of it. The lMangyan, ss & rule, is an illite-
rate, hard working individuel who was fiercely loyal to the United
States, However, on every job, adequate supervision w&s necessary,
thus theee claimants were pressed into seérvice, While thse men
were fed and given funde for verious expenses on the job, they
received little that could be called pay for their services. They
believed, &8s did many others all over the Fhilippines, that they
weuld be recognized as guerrillss, thus a weekly or daily wage wss
neither requested nor offered. Due tc difficulties encountered in
this direetion, which I hsve nc intention nor desire to go into
here, they were not reccgnized. However, their claims for wages
are resscgnable.

I had Mr. Francisco Islas appointed Governor of the Mangyans
and he directly supervisged the supplying of this labor. It is
difficult for me to sdequately describe lir. Isla's work for my
party., He is an elderly gentleman and totally blind. He defied
the Japasnese, who knew of his power over the Mangysns, and did
everything possible to make life untensble for the varicus
gerriscns. I know him to be entirely hcnest and therefore, I wel-
oome his certificaticn of the varloue claimante since his memory
of the persons who performed the labtor is under the circumstances
better thsn mine. 3

I am nct prepared to recommend Just how much each claimant
should receive, or if they should receive the smounts they are
claiming, but I do believe their labors in our behalf shoulg be
reWarded.
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f desired by your offliece I shall be only toc hepny to wisit
you 8t your convenience

for @ general discussion of these c¢laims,

s/ George F. Rowe
t/ GEORGE F. ROVE

1Lt. Commdr. USHR
501 Filipinas Bldg.,
Manils, Fhilippines
Tel: Noe 2-66—?2
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Headquarters
Ad jutant General Records Depository
Office of the Chief Adjustment Division

AP0 900,
Attention: Wage Section

8ir:

Recently, @ number of claims for wages for recruiting and
bhandling Mangyan labor performing necessary labor for my special
intelligence party in Mindoro during the Japanese cceupation,
were filed in your office., These claims were certified by Mr.
Francisco M. Isla and were from persons residing in Abra de Ilog,
Hinﬂ.ﬂrﬂ-

Tc gibe you & better understanding of the nature of these
claims, what follows are pertinent facte surrounding the employ-
ment of these claimants,

I arrived in Mindoro from Australia by submarine on July .
9th, 1944 with & party of twenty men and eleven tone of supplies,
After a short stey near Sablayan and a few engagements with
Japanese forcee I moved my main headquarters to @ place near
Abra de Ilog. The buildings of the mein camps at this point were,
for the most part, erected with Mangyan labor. The buildings
consisted of a GHQ building, hospital, church, berracks, and
various others deemed necessary to the operation., In addition,
bridges, roade and observation towers were conetructed, The
Mangyans were also used to transport my suppliee & distanece of
eighty kilometers from Sablayan to Abra,

Due to operational difficulties encountered by submarins
supply vessels in the Verde Island pasesage, I was obliged to
8ccept subsequent supply shipments off the eoast of Manburao,
thus it was necessary to transport these supplies a distance of
thirty-one kilometers to Abra, When I fist passed over this gp

called road it wes nothing fy't % very poor treil with bridges
out altho the road bed was intact. To afford faster transports-
tion of supplies and, anticipating the Mindore operation by our
ermed forees, I had the road repeired and the bridges replaced
(17=11 I recall correctly) to the extent that four-wheel drive
vehicle could safely travel over it at redsonable speed. Thig
was done with Mangyan labor.
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The Mangyans were again used when I captured a Japanese
Sub=chaser off the northern cosst. The documente obtainead from
the Capfaint's safe were coneidered so valuable by SWPA that I
was forced to track down €¢very member of the crew that hag escaped
during the fighting in order that the enemy would be unaware that
theip codee, ete. had ben compromised. Over a period of two
weeks every escaped crew member was captured and returned to my
GHY by the hundreds of Mangyans I sent inte the jungleefor that

burposee,

These men were aleo used at various times as guides eénd foyr
0dd jobs abgut the camp. At various times it is estimated that
88 many as five hundred of them were on the Jobe I fed them and
8t varioue times gave thom sums of money which, however, were not
adequate to pay for their services, After the American forces hag
landed on Mindoro 1 was able to give 8UpPly them with shipments o
food and other essentials and they secemed satisfied,

The claime you now have on hand are not for this labor bug
for the supervision of it. The ldngyan, as & rule, is an il11ite.
rate, hard working individual who was fiercely loyal to the United
States. However, on every Job, adequate supervision was necessary,
thus these claimantg Were pressed into service. While thse men
were fed and given funde for various expenses on the Job, they
received little that could be called pay for their services, The y
believed, ae diad many othere all over the Fhilippines, that they
would be recognized as guerrillas, thus a weekly or daily wapge wasg
neither requested nor offered. Due to difficulties encountered in
this direction, which I have Do intention nor desire to go into
here, they were not recognized. However, their claims for wageg
dre reasgnable.

i had Mr. Frencisco Isle appointed Governor of the Mangvang
and he directly Supervised the sppplying of this labor. It igs
diffieult for me to ddequately describe Mr, Isla's work for my
party. He is ap elderly gentleman ang totally blind, Be defieq
the Japanese, who knew of his power over the Mangyans, and did
everything possible to make 1ife untenable for the various
gérrisons. I know him to be entirely honest and therefore, I we).
come his certification of the various claimante since hig memo ry
- 0f the persons who performed the lehor is under the niruun!tannu..
better than mine,

I am not prepared to recommend just how much each claimang
should receive, or if they should receive the ampunts they are
claiming, but I do believe their labores in our behalf shoulg be

refirded,
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If desired by your offiee I shall be only too happy to wvieit
you at your convenience for a general discussion of these claims,

8/ George F. Rowe
t/ GEORGE F. ROWE

Lt. Commdr. USNR
501 Filipinas Bldg.,
Manjla, Fhilippines
Tel: No. 2-66—?2
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Headguarters

Adjutant General Records Depository
Qffice of the Chief Adjustment Division
AFQ 900

Attention : Wage Section

Sir:

With reference to our conversation of yesterday what follows
is written confirmation of statements made by the undersigned in
conpection with varicus clsims for wages filed by civilians from
the West Coast of Mindorc for services rendered to the party of the
undersigned during the occupation.

Claimes for Mangysn Services Certified by Mr, Isls:
As gtated, I am inclined to accept them at their face value having
in mind the integrity of Mr., Islas snd the unstinted cooperation
offered. In my previous letter I outlined these fervices and T
believe in each case the amcunt elsimed is reasonable. Of course
I am only certifying to that time they sctually worked for me gltho
I have knowledge of like services performed for the late Ma jor
Philips,

Clsims for Mengyan Services not Certified by Mr. Isls:
It is notworthy that they are not certified by Mr. Isla altho the
claims were all filed together and no doubt, certification eoculg
have been obtsined if Mr., Isla were willing to sign them, I feel
therefore, that these claims should not be treated in the same
light as those certified altho they should receive favorable cocnsi -
deration to some extent. Since our conversation of yesterday I haye
received information from one of my assistants at that time that
"politics" reared its usual head in supplying this labor and that
some gang foremen favored certain other recruiters of labor, This
informant however, agrees with me that the number of persons comi
under this claseification is not excessive altho he likewise favorg
those under Mr, Isla,

Claims signed by one Tomas Pacifico (Intell, & Labor),
I have no knowledge of the services performed and until Some coneret
evidence to refresh my memory is presented I feel that I cannot may o
any recommendations. -
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Claims signed by Mr. pria : There is apparently very good
reagons that Mr. Tria relies upon using the name of Captain Songco
rather than that of the undersigned. Captain Songco is dead, killed
in battle., Tria, himself, performed excellent work for me but it
appears that he has entered & new line of endeavor, While it may
be that some deserving csses have been placed in his hands because
of his ability in getting about, after Jooking at some of his cther
claims in your procurement section I can only refuse to certify to
any of them unless, as in the previous case, evidence of goed faith
and services are presented,

Mangyen Claims; This was covered in my previous letter. I
feel that if any of these claims were peid the claimant, himself,
would not benefit thus I am reluctent to becoms a party to exploita~-
tion. Ae cuggested yesterday, if the Clalme Division really wants
to reimburse the langyane for their very excellent services rendered
tc the Fhil=-American forces, & lump sum of say, pesos Ten Thoussnd
could be awarded to them and, under the supervision of your office,
s barbscue party with cigerettes and the presentation of emall use-
£yl srticles could be arrenged. This would be appreciated by these
people and in this way they would be the peneficiaries.

Other claims; Not epough informstion wae svailable tc werrant
any recommendetione 'or comment from me.

Very respectfully yours,
a/ George F. Rowe
t/ GEORGE F. ROWE

Lt. Commdr. USNR
5[}1 Filipiﬂﬂﬂ Hldgi 3
Manils, Philippines,
Tels 2=66=172
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Manila, August 26th, 1949

Headquarters

Adjutant General Recorda Depository
office of the Chief Adjustment Division
AFQ 900

Attention : Wage Section

Sir:

With reference to our conversstion of yesterday what follows
18 written confirmation of statements made by the undersigned in
connection with various claims for wages filed by civiliane from
the West Coast of Mindore for services rendered to the perty of the
undersigned during the occupation,

Claims for Hﬂ#n Services Certified b Mr, Isla:
As stated, I am inclined to accept them & r face value having
in mind the integrity of Mr. Isla and the unatinted cooperation
offered. In my previous letter I outlined these services and I
believe in each case the smount claimed is reasonable. Of course
1 only certifying to thet time they actually worked for me altho
I heve knowledge of like services performed for the late Ma jor

Philips.

claims for Mangyan Services not Certified by Mr. Isle:
It 48 notworthy that they are not certified by Mr. Isia altho the
claims were all filed together and no doubt, certification could
have been obtained if Mr, Isla were willing to sign them., T feel
therefore, that these claims should not be treated in the same
1ight as those certified altho they should Treceive favorable conei-
deration to some extent. Since our conversation of yesterday I havye
received information from one of my assistants at thet time that
"politics” reared its usual head in supplying this labor and that
some gang foremen favored certain other recruiters of lsbor. g
{nformant however, agrees with me that the number of persons comi
under this classification is not excessive altho he likewice faygpg
those under Mr, Isla.

Claims eigned by one Tomas Pacifico (Intell. & Labor):
1 have no knowledge of the services performe and until some cope
evidence to refresh my memory is presented 1 feel that I cannot m::t'
any recommendations. o
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Claims signed by Mr. Tria : ‘There is apparently very good
reasons that My. Tria relies upon using the name of Captain Songeo
rather than that of the undersicned. Captain Songeo ie dead, killed
in battle. Tria, himself, performed excellent work for me but it
appears that he has entered & new line of endeavor. While it may
be that some deserving c-ses have been placed in his hands beocsuse
of his ability in getting about, after looking at some of his cther
claims in your procurement section I can only refuse to certify to
any of them unless, ae in the previous case, evidence of good faith
and services are presented,

Mangven Claims: This was covered in my previous letter. I
feel that if any of these claime were paid the claimant, himself,
would not benefit thus I am reluctant to become a party to exploita-
tion. A8 suggested yesterday, if the Claime Division really wamts
to reimburse the Mangyans for their very excellent services rendersd
to the Phil-Amerdieéan forces, 2 lump sum of say, pesoe Ten Thoussnd
could be ewarded to them and, under the supervieion of your office,
8 barbvecus party with cigerettes and the presentation of small use-
ful articles could be arranged. This would be appreciated by these
people and in this way they would be the beneficiaries.

Other claims: Not enough information wae available to WaBrrant
‘any recommendationsor comment from me,

Very reepectfully yours,
e/ George F. Rowe
t/ GEORGE ¥, ROWE

Lt. Commdy, USNR
501 Filipinas Bldg.,
Mapila, Philippines,
Tel: 2-55-12
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