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1st Wrapper Ind. CRB/pph

Hg., First Bn, TABR, TIS PFort Benning, Georgia, 9 January 1947
TO: The Chief of Clains, AFWESPAC

l. The native civilian drivers of the commandeered civilian vehicles
were often attached directly to the companies using them. Also, all

vehicles of the regiment were called into the Second Corps pool several
times for use on missions, and when I again drew my authorized number
they were often partily replaced by other vehicles and drivers. Hence ]

did not get to know the men and cannot tell you the names of any of the
native drivers.

2. I sent rosters of the civilian drivers to Headquarters Philippine
Department. Perhaps they are still in existence., I destroyed my copies
before my capture by the Japanse to prevent reprisals against the natives,

8. No official rate of pay was ever published according to my
knowledge. I attempted to ascertain this several times as the drivers
went several months without pay. I finally obtained one partial pay of

about F70.00 on or about 1 Pebruary 1942, This is all they received
to my knowledge.

CLARENCE R, BESS
Ma jor, Infantry
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OR CLARENCE R. BESS, 0-22060, Ccm ngt, Airborne School Regiment,
The “Airborne School, Fort Benning, Ge€orgia.

T0: Headquarters, Claims Service, AFWESPAC, Office of the Chief of Claims
.-.j.r"

1. On Drz«l@; 10 Decenber 1941 when I was in command of Service Company,

_31st Infantry,/I received about fifty-six (56) civilian buses from G-4, Philip-

pine Division for movement of the 31st Infantry from the Fort lcKinley reserva-
tion to Bataan, P. I. Among these buses, equipped with civilian drivers, were
several from the llanila Electric Company.

2., These buses were apportioned to the Second and Third Battalions, Head-
quarters Company and Service Company of the 3lst Infantry and were under control
of their unit commanders by order of the regimental commander.

3. On 2 January 1942 the 3lst Infantry was bivouacked on the Olongapo Road
between Dinaluphan, Bataan, P. I. aml Olongapo, lees the First Battalion, which
was fjear Cnlis,? Bataan, P. I. On or about this date, I was told by the comman—
der of the Third Battalion, 31lst Infantry, ¥ajor O'Donavan (now dead) that he
and an enlisted man had suf fered minor injuries, and that one of the Filipino
civilian drivers of his battalion had been killed or badly injured in a bombing
at Dinaluphan, Bataan, P. I, Simce at that time the adninistration of his drivers
was not under my control, I did nothing about it. I do not raemember the driver's
name, |

L. On or about L Januvary 1942 the regiment moved from the Subic Bay Sector
to the Colis, Bataan Sector. T moved most of the regiment's transpor tation
including the civilian buses to a rear echelon bivouac just east of Balanga.

To the best of my knowledge and memory, I was not in or near Orion between 30
December 1941 amd 4 January 1942, except in passing through the town on my way to
obtain supplies from the rear. On this 4 January 1942 move to Balanga, 1 did
not see the bombing of any of my vehicles, nor d 1 remember the report of such

incident.

5, Sometime after the engagement at Liac Junction near Colis, Bataan,
5th-7th Januwry 1942, I was given control of all civilian vehicles in the regi-
ment., I organized them into a platcon of four sections and sent a roster of
them with a request for their pay to Hg, FPhil Dept. They did receive a partial
pay sometime after that date, but during the time 10 December 1941 to 2 January
1942, they received no pay according to my knowledge.

6, After my release from a prison camp in Japan and my subsequent return
to Manila about 21 September 1945, I made an unsuccessfil search in Bataan for
the records of the Personnel Section, 31st Infantry. In those recards tlere
should be a wpy of the roster of the civilian drivers of the 31st Infantry am
the civilian kit chen police of my company (original with Hq Phil Dept). These
men showed the highest type devot lon in sharing the dangers and privations of war
with none of the privelsges or rights normal 1y expected to be given a svldier,

I have lost all record of their names and addresses, but they should be rewarded
if any proof can be shown that they served.

el OO,

[ =8

7 | viiie . f~CLARENGE H, BESS
p ‘ - Major, Inf,, 0-22060
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lst Wrapper Indorsement
Box 2133, Fort Benning, Georgla, 29 June 19547

To: Chief of Claims Service

l. In reply to your letter of 2 June 1947 regarding the employment of
Severino Lorenzo PRO=1903 I must state that I do not remember if this man
was employed by the 31st Infantry or not.

2e I refer you to my letter of 9 January 1947 in which I described
the circumstances surrounding the employment of the civilian drivers.
I have written several such letters. I am sorry I cannot help clear up
these claims, but I havs nothling more to add.

5. I refer you to Sgt Wm L.Hankins,whom I made acting first sergeant
of the civilian detachment, also T/Sgt L. Leckey, truck master of lst Bn
Sectlon, Trans Plat, Service Company, and 8/Sgt J.H.Zimmer, truck master
of Headquarters and Anti-Tank Section, Trans Plat,Service Company. Since
they worked more closely with the civilians than I, they might remember
the names, I do not know the addresses of the sergeants named above.

L T (B

Clarence R. Bess
Major, Infantry



DECLASSIFIED — ‘—i
Authority NND €630 785

l "

——




DECLASSIFIED
Authority Nmﬁﬁgﬂ-?g k

s

18t Vrapper Indorsement
HRx 2133, Fort Benning, Georgia, 29 June 19547
Tos Chief of Claims Serviee

1, In reply to your letter of 2 June 1947 regarding the employment of
Severino Lorenzo FRO-1903 I must state that I do not remember if this man
wes employed by the 31st Infentry or not.

2. I refer you to my letter of 9 January 1947 in which I deseribed
the circumstances surrounding the employment of the civilien drivers.
I have written several sueh letters. I am sorry I cemnot help clear up

these claims, but I heve nothihg more to add.

3. I refer you to Sgt. Wm. L, Hankins, whom I made ecting first sergeant
of the civilien detachment, slso T/3gt.L. Leckey, truck msster of lst Bn.

Section, Trene Flet, Service Company, and 8/8gt. J. H. Z r, truck mester
of Headquarters apd inti-Tenk Section, Yrans Flegt, Service Company. Since

they worked more closely wit: the civilians than I, they might remembar
the names. 1 do not know the sddresses of the sergeants named atove.

8/ Clerence R, Bess °
t/ CLARESCE R, BESS
Ma jor, Inf entry

Asst. nu'. Team §2
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lat Vravper Indorsement
:* 2133, lord Zonuning, Peargis, 29 June 1947
Toy Chief of Cloims Sexrvice

1. In reply to your letter of 2 Jume 1947 regexding the employment of
Severino Lorenzc rR0-1903 I must state that I do not reomember if this msn
was employad v the Flst Infantry or not.

2. 1 refer you to my letter of 9 January 1947 in which I described
the circwmtmicos surrounding the employment of the givilien drivers.
1 have sritten several such lotters, 1 mm sorry I ceanot help elear W
thesa claime, ™t 1 heve nothibha more to edd.

3, 1 refer you £o gk, ¥m. L. Henkine, whom 1 made seting lirst sergeant
of the eivilion dstechaent, slso T/Agt.L. Leckey, truck mesier of Lst in.
Section, ‘rms Flot, cervice Yomprny, and 5/5gt. J. il. Zimmer, truck msster
of Heesdquarters end /mti-I'onk Section, “rons Flot, Bervice Jompeny. Since
they woried more closely wit! the civiliens than 1, they might rememler
the aomes. 1 do not know the Sdvesses of the sergennts named alove.

8/ “larence L. Less
t/ CLARDICE k. BESS
Major, Infsntry
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1st "repper Indorsement
? 2133, Fort Bemning, Geargin, 29 June 1947
Tos Chief of Cleims Service

1, In reply to your letter of 2 Jume 1947 regerding the employmemnt of
Severine Lorenzo FRO-1903 I must state that I do not remember if this man
was enployed by the 3lst Infentry or not.

2., I refer you to my letter of 9 January 1947 in which I deseribed
the circumstances surrounding the employment of the civilimn drivers,
1 heve written soversl such letters, I am scrry I cemnot help clesr wp
theso claims, but I have nothihg more to add.

3. 1 refer you te E‘t- ¥m. L. E.‘IHII. whom I mde miu first lll‘llll‘l
of the civilien detschment, elso T/Sgt.L. Leckey, truck mester of lst Ba.

Segetion, ‘rams Flat, Service Compeny, and 5/5gk, J, H. Zimmer, truck master
of Hesdguarters and /nti-lenk Seetiom, irens Plet, Service (ompany. Sinee

they worked more closely wit: the civilisns than I, they might remenber
the names, 1 do not know the sddresses of the sergeanta named above.

../ ':'lll-'inﬂ E' bese
t/ CLARNDNCE R, BESS
Major, Infentry
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Ist ‘rapper Indcrsement
L{ m 21334 Fort Benning, Georgis, 29 June 1947
' Tes Chief of Claims Servies

ds In reply to your letter of 2 June 1947 regerding the em;loyment of
Severino Lorenzo iR0-1903 1 must state that I do not remember if this man
wap euployed by the 3let Infentry or not.

£e 1 rofer you to my letier of 9 January 1947 in which I dederibed
the elrcwwtances swrounding the employment of the civilian dr.t'l'lrl -
4 have written seversl such letters, I em scrry I e¢mnot hlip lnl.nr w o,
thes: cleime, but I have nothihg more to add. b X

3+ 1 vefer you to Sgi. Wm. L, Henkins, whom I mede ecting first sergesnt .
of the civilien detechment, olso T/Sgt.lL. Leckey, truck master of lst Bn. |

Seoidon, “‘rens Fleot, Service Yompuny, cnd 8 /8st, 1. 1. 2dmmwr, truck mester
of Hesdquarters and .ati-l¢nk Seotiocn, ‘rans Plst, Elrﬂ.n: uwnn;r. Ehn?

they worked more elosely wit:u the civilimms then 1, they migh w
the nomes. <4 do not know the nddresses of the sargeants n

™y u..

8/ “larence R. Besn \
t/ CLAREICE R, DRSS
Certified Trus Copy, | b '.Itllt ﬂ
N

GIANT S, WILOGX
".’tl- nm. T“n

-
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i PAJUR CLAER Cx H. B UL, v=22ubu, Coup my "U", alrb.rre achool Regi ent,
" The /AirbBirne School, Fort lLenniug, Georgia.

TG: Headguarters, Cluims Sarv.co, AIW_GrAL, Ulfice of the Chiel of Claims

. un or ghout 1U December luv4. when 1 was i:n coomand of vervice Lumany
dlst irfaniry,”l received mbout fifty-six (UG, civilian buses [rum u-4, Fhilipe-
pine Division t'or movement of the JSlst inrantry from the Fort dehinley reserva-
tion to dutean, F.l. Awmong these bupes, eguipped with civilian drivers, were
several from the Manila zZluetric Compuny.

2. These bus:s were apportioned to the Second anc¢ (hird battalions, Head -
quarters Compeny and Lervice Company of the 3lst Iufantry and were under coatrol
of their w: it cumranders by order of the regimental conmander.

$. On 2 Jenuary 1942 the s5lst Infantry was bivouacked un the Ul ngepo Hoad
between Uinaluphan, batean, F.I. and Ulongapo, less the Yirst Battalion, which
was noar Col.s, uataan, F.l. Un or auvout this date, I was tola by the comman-
der of the Third buttelion, 318t lulentry, Mejor U'Donsven (now dead,) that he
and an enlisted ran had sufivred minor injuries, and that one of the Filipino
civilian drivers of his battalicn hed Leen killed or bedly injured in a bombing
at Dinelupihan, Butaen, F.1. 8ince st that time the administration of his drivers
wae nolt under my coutrol, 1 did potning about it, I do not remember the driver's
name .

4. Un or avout 4 Januery lU4Z the ro,iment moved from the Suuic Bay Sector
to the Colis, Bataan Sector. 1 moved rost of the regiment's transportation
ineluding the civiliun bus.s to a roar echelon bivoumc just east of Dulanga.

To the best of my knowledge end memory, 1 wus not in or near “ricn between 30
December 1v4l mnd 4 Januery 194Z, except in passing through the town on ny way to
obtain supplies from the rear. Un this 4 Jenuary 1942 move to Buisags, 1 did not

see the bumbiug of any of my vehicles, nor do i romember the report of suon
incident.

O. osometime alter the sngugement ot Liac Juuction near Lolis, Uaiaan, Sth-Tih
Javuery lb4z, I was  iven control of all civilimn velidcles in the regiment. 1
organised them into a platoon of four sect ons and seut & roster of them with a
request for their pay to Hg, Fhil Dept. They did receive a pertial pay sometime
after that date, but during the Lime 1U Lecember l.4l to 2 January 1942, they
received no puy accurding to my knowledge.

6/ After ry reoleass {rom a prison csmp in Japan and my subsequent return
to Masdla avout 21 September 1945, I made an unsuceeasfyl search in Batawn for

the records of the Yersonnel Section, 318t Irnrfantry. In those records there
should bs a copy of the roster of the civilien drivers or the 51st In antry and
the civilien kitchen police of my company (original with Hq Fhil Dept). These
men showed the highest type devotion in shariug the dangers and privations of
wer with none of the privileges or rights normelly eXpegtad to be yiven & Bol-
dier. I have lost all record of their names end Gddresues, but they should be
rawardad any prool’ can be shown that they served.

CERTIF /8/ Clurence k. Bess

/t/ CLARBECE H. PRS§
/ va jor, gr.i‘.. (~82060

Asst.Director, T
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¥AJOR CLARA! CE R. Busy, v=22ubl, Compeny "¢", Airburve behool Hegi. ent, I
The Airborne School, Fort benning, Georgie. '

70: Headguarters, Claims Serv.co, AFTi LPalL, UfPfice of the Chief of Claims

1. Un or about lu Uecember lwdi when i was i co.mand of Service (um any
3l1st Infentry, I received about {ilty=-oiX (b6, civilian buses lrom U-&, Fhilip=-
pine Divieion for movement of the slst infantry [from the Fort kCniunley reserva-
tion to bataan, F.l. Among these buses, eguipped with civilian drivers, were
several from the Manila zloctric Compuny.

2. These bus+s were apportioned to the Lecond ana lhird vattalions, Head-
quarters Compeny and Service Campsny of the 5lst Infantry and were under control
of their w: it com enders by order of the regimental commander.

5. On 2 January 1942 the 31st Infantry was bivouacked on the Ulingapo Hoad
between Dinalucner, Batasn, P.I. end Olongapo, less the First Battalion, which
was near Uol.s, uataan, F.l. Un or about this date, 1 was told by the comuan~
der of the Third buttal.on, Slst lniantry, Major U'Doneuvan (now dead; that he
and an enlisted .mn hwe suitured minor i juries, und cthat one of the Iilipino
eivilian drivers of hie battalicn had been killed ur badly injured in a bonking
at Uisslupihewn, bBeteun, F.Ll. Sirnce at that time the administretion of his arivers
wis not under my control, [ did notying about it, I do not remember the driver's
neme .

4. On or about 4 Jaruary 1942 the re| imint moved from the sunie bay Sector
to the Colis, Metesn Sector. I moved most of the re iment’s trunsportution
ineluding the civilien busws to a roar echelon bivouac just east of Bulanga.

To the best of my knowledge and memory, 1 was not in or near Yrion batween JU
Vecember lu4l wind 4 Janusry 1942, except in pessing through the toln on my way to
obtain supplies from the rear. un this & Jenuary 194L nove to Suiangh, I did net
see Lhe bumbiny, ol wuy of my vehicles, mor do i remember the report of such
incident,.

L. uomebLine slfter the engagement ot Liac Junction near Lolis, Lulaan, oth=-Tth
January 1B4é, L was given control ot ell eivilian vehicles in the regiment. 1
orgauized them inilo & platoon of four sect onf and sant & roster of them with e
roquest for their pay to Hg, ihil Dept. They did receive a partial pey sometime
after that date, but during the time 10U becember 1ludl to 2 Jaiuary 1842, they
received no pey acourding te my knowledge.

64 After ry release {rom a prison eemp 1in Jaupan aid my subseguent roturn
to Manils about 21 September 194b, | made un unsuccessful search in Batasn for
the reccrds of the ferscunel Section, S8lst Irfantry. In thuse records there
ghould be & copy of the roster of the civillem corivers of the Slst luarantry and
the civilien kiichem poliee of my company (original with Uy Phil Dept). These
men showed the highest type devotiun in sharing the dengers and privations of
war with none of the privileges or rights normelily exproted t¢ be Jiven & sols
dier« I huve lost all record of thelr numes end aduresiovs, but they should be
rewarded if any proef can be shown tLhat they servsd.

fﬁf Clarence K. Hess

/t/ CLARBNCE W. DESS
/ hn jor, ?nr..lﬁﬂﬁluﬂu




o | L T——

i - DECLASSIFIED —
’ g :. Authority NND €520 78

A8 Jun 46
'MAJOR CLARE CS R. B.SS, u—EEuﬁU CﬂLk hy "C", Airburce School Regi. ent,
~ The Airborne School, Fort bBenning, Ceorgia.

+ l

-Tﬁl Headquarters, Claims serv.ce, gFﬁjﬂiuL, ul'fice of the Chier of Vlaime
. ] _

v . Y. Un or sbout 1U December luds’when L was iu co.mend of Service (ompany
dlst Infantry, I receivoed wbout QijLy-uix \ub, clvilian buses lrum U-%, Fhilip=-
pine Livision for movement of the Slst lnrantry from the Fort kcriuley reserva-
tion to betean, F.l. Awong these buses, eguipped with civilian drivers, were
saeveral from the Manila Zlcetric ‘Company.

2. These bus.s were apportioned to the secund and Third Battalions, Head-
quarters Compeny and bervice Company of the $lst Infantry and were under control
of their w it cum enders by order of the regimental commander.

3. On/2 Januery 1942 the 5lst Infantry was bivouacked on the Ulungapo Hoad
between Diyelupismn, Bataan, Y.I. end Ulongepo, less the Yirst Battalion, which
was near Uol:s, .ataen, F.l. On or about thie date, 1 was told by the commmn-
der of the Third tettalion, $lst Infantry, kajor ('Donevan (now dead, that he
and an ¢nlicted can had suftered minmor in juries, and that one of the IFilipino
civilidn drivers of his bettalicn had been killed or bLedly injured in a bombing
at Disuwlupihan, Batacn, F.i. oirnce &t that time the administrstion of hies drivera
was mbt uncer ry coutrol, L did notning about it, 1 do nov remewber the driver's
name .

4, (m or about 4 Juruary lu42 the ro,imunt moved from the Sublec Bay Sector
to the Colis, Yantaan Sector. I moved most of the regiment's transportation
ineluding the civilien busss to & rear echelon sivouame just east ol Uulange.

To the best ol my knouwled, e &and nemory, 1 was not in or near “rion between 30
December 1941 end 4 Januury 194Z, except in passing through the town on my way to
obtain supplies from the rear. uUn this 4 January 1942 move to0 Buianga, I did not
see the boumbiug of any of my vehicles, nor do L remember the report of such
incident.

6. oOowetine aiter the engagement ot Liac Junction near Lolis, buimsan, dth-7th
January 1942, | was given control of all eivilian vehicles in the regiment. 1
ﬂl‘ﬂlﬂilld them inteo a platoon ol four soct ons and sent a roster of them with a
request for their pay to Hg, Fhil Dept. They did receive a partial pay sometime
after that dete, but during the time 10 lecember 1.4l to 2 Jauuary 1942, they
received no pay according to my knowledge.

67 After my releass from a prison cump in Jupen and my subsequent return
to Manila avout 21 Leptember 1945, | made an uneucceseful search in Batasun for
the reccerds of the Yferzomnel Section, 5let Irnlfantry. In those records there
ehould be & copy of the reoster of the civilian drivers of the 3lst Iu: antry and
the eivilien kitchem police of my compuny (originel with Hg Phil Dept). These
men showed the hijghest type devetion in shariug the dangers and privations of
war with none of the privileges or rights normelly expected Lo be given a sol-
dier. 1 have lest ell record of their names end addresses, but they should be
rewarded il any proef cen be shown that they served.

CERTIFIE g copp /8/ Clarence K. bess

t LL&HEHE R. BES
/ f ﬂr- Eri.f'-ll .:iﬂﬁﬁﬂ

ﬁl:t.ﬂir-uhmf, Tean
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latjﬁ?appar Ind, CRB/pph
Hg., First Ban. TABR, TIS Fort Bennlng, Geargla, 9 January 1947

TO: The Chief of Claims, AFWESPAC

l, The native civilian drivers of the commandeered
clvilian vehicles were often attached directly to the companies
using them, Also, 2ll vehicles of the regiment were called
into the Second Corps pool several times for use on missions,
and when I egain drew my authorized number they were often
partly replaced by other vehicles and drivers, Hence 1
did not get to knmow the men and cannot tell you the names of
any of the native drivers.

2. I sent rosters of the civillan drivers to Headquarters
Philippine Department, Perhaps they are still in esxlstence.
I destroyed my copies before my capture by the Japanese t0
prevent reprisals against the natives.

3. No official rate of pay was ever publlished according
to my knowledge. I attempted to ascertain this several times
as the drivers went several months without pay. I finally

bfained artial of about F70,00 on or about 1l
fﬂgfﬂﬂf? fﬁﬁz? This fgyall they rEZuived to my knowledge.

/t/ OLARENCE R. BESS
Major, Infantry

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

FAUL D, FEHRRINE
Director, Team #2
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