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Claimant felix 'L.'_. roblete 13';;.5, age F?Eiﬂ"_ T
address _Opon, Cebu VAR R b, clodied _P300.00.
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VACTLD S

¥rom December 1941 up to the early hours of 10

.E.:..I'::!T.—'.._.—l_ 1‘;‘--’12, Cjﬁﬁ[_tﬁ?‘lt worked as 1=t '. ilEE of motor

= ship "Princesa", an interisland HEF“E+ owned and opera-

Eﬂ ted by the Insular Navigatewe Co 0., Cebu City, and which
a o was taken by the United States Army Transport Service
= oo by virtue of a contract of charter. This vessel was
E§ ?Cu‘:ﬁmff by order of the military authorities on 10
4 2 April 1942 at Cebu, Cebu, to prevent its capture by
135 i the enemy. Claimant seeks to recover the amowrt of
E;E v F300,0C representing his unpaid wages from 1 to lo April
o g 1942 at the rate of P900.00 per month.
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er of 1/S "Princesa".

cllaymant as 1st lingine

Lxh "D" shows that the 1i/S "Princesa" was scuttled
at ©:00 Al on 10 April 1942 at Cebu, Cebu and that the
crew thereof were paid up to include 31 larch 1942, This
exhibit further shows thet the rate of pay of the captain
of the ship was F1,100 per month.
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A COpY Df the contract of charter executed between
the military authorities and the owner of the M/S "Princesa"
shows the following:
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"That the Charterer, at its election, may engage
the present complement of said L/5 "Princesa"
and compensation paiﬂ to said complement as per
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schedule of the Army Transport Service for
.this class of vessel."
This contract of charter is availlable in file
CC-5-X-485]1 in the claim of Insular lavigatopCo,
over the M/S MPrincesa’.
late of ‘pay c¢laimed in this case is falir and rea-
gonable because ¢claimgnt is r-n";i""] ed to double rate of
pay plus bonus and other emoluments as per statements
of Col. Hoger and Capt, uur_rz, available in the files
of Team 7. Ke was the 1st Engineer of /S "Princesa"
and the rate of pay should '._:L.' as that of the master of
the ship. It 1s belleved claimant is entitled tﬂ.}'.*a‘a-’-_
merdt at the rate of f":h 0.00 per month from 1 to 9 April
| /104 /because the ship as scuttled very early in the
|/ mopding of 10 April 1942.
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Beecanuaend:.tions: It is recommended that this claim be paid the amount
F270,00 1 in ifs full ;.etti_'l.:?mfﬁt. ]

T (4c) (aot) ceoncur.
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BEJORE Mii, the undersigned, on this day perscnally
appeared BAFAEL FFRHER who, after being duly sworn, upon oath
states:

That I am a Filipino citizen, 54 years of age, married,
and a resident of the City of Ceby, Philippines.

That I am a holder of g Masters Nawvigator, any ocean, any
size vessel, license and I have held this licese since 1922,
That for three years rrior to January l, 1942 I was employed by
the Insular davigator Co., Inc.

That ground Jamugry 1, 1942 I left the employment of the
Insular Navigator Co., Ine. and became First Chief Officer of
the Motorship "Dumaguete', and I remained in thisz position until
March 1, 1942, at which time I returned Lo the employment of
the Insular Navigator Co., Inc. as a Captain of the Motorship
"Princesa" which ship was then under CHARTER to the government
of the United States and in the services of the ARMY TRANSPOAT
SERVICES. For my services as Captain of the Prinecesa I was
pald a monthly salary of $9550.00 by the USAFFE. I received
all my instructions from Major C. Z. BYRD, QMC, ASSISTANT
SUFERINTENDENT OF ABKY TRANSPOHT SERVICE of Cebu.

That from March 1, 1942 until April 10, 1942 Motorship
Princesa wgs used in the services of USAFFE in transporting
supplies and troops between the wvarious 1slands of tﬁe Phillpplnes.
There was on board a total crew of thirty three men,; six
UGAFFE soldiers and ome USAFFE Officer.

That on April 9, 1942 the Princesa was in the harbor of
Cebu, Cebu, P.I. and I received instructions to bring her along-
side of Pier Nlo. 1 whieh I did. Ve were loaded with mlscellaneous
cargoes.

That at about ten AM on this date a Major (name unknown)
of the USAFFE boarded ship and told meé to stand by as we
might recelive sailling orders at any moment but it might be
necessary to destroy the ship. *e then placed explosives in
the hold of the ship. O©On April 10, 1942 at é AN he told me to
abandon the ship as 1t would be necessary to blow up the ship,
Wle abandoned ship and then I saw the Princesa blown up and
she sunk st the Pier No, 1, in Cebu.

That I was paid by the USAFFE for my services up to
April 1, 1942 and I have not been pald for my services from
April 1, Io April 10, 1942,

That I have made the above statements and they are true
to the best of my knowledge.

/8/t/ RAFAF] FERRER

SUBSCRIBED AND SLOURN TO before me this 11th day of June
1945, at Cebu City, Cebu.

/8/t/ EMUETT L. WHITSETT, JR.
CERTIFILD TRUE COFX3: 1st Ltay J £ G D
' Investigating Ufficer
Claims service, USAFFE
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