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UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA ) f Authority NN ) 88978
COMM I.TH OF THE PHILIPPINES ) S8. |
CITY OF MANILA )

By this instrument of declaration, be it know and made manifest
unto all to whom these presents may come or may concern, that I, JOSE
M, DE AMUSATEGUI, Filipino citizen, of age, and resident of the City
of Manila, Philippines, do voluntarily and solemnly declare as follows:

That I am manager of the Manila Steamship Co, Ine,, for a number
of years prior to the outbreak of the Pacific War on December 8, 1941,
up to the present;

That the SS "MAYON", before and at the outbreak of the Pacific
War, was managed by the Manila Steamship Co. Inc.;

That on or bhefore December Eh, lthg the SS “"MAYON" was command-
eered by the USAFFE (United States Army Forces in the Far East) and
that on said date, the late Commonwealth President Manuel L. Quezon
and other high government officials including the High Commissioner,
boarded subject ship bound for Corregidor;

That from Corregidor, under Army orders, the SS "MAYON" proceeded
to Mariveles, thence to Cebu loaded with USAFFE troops and American
aviators;

That upon arrival at Cebu, an agreement was signed with the United
States Army to the effect that the S5 "MAYON" will serve as a U. S. Army
Transport, whereupon subject ship left for Misamis, in Mindanao, and
thereafter from Misamis to Cebu, loaded with troops with Capt. Albert
Kitchen, as commanding officer of the American troops on boards

That from Cebu, the SS "MAYON" proceeded to Nasipit, Butuan, in
Mindanao, and that while at Nasipit on stand-by orders, subject ship
was bombed by enemy planes, resulting in the virtamal 10sSS of said vessel
and some casualties on board inecluding Capt. Albert Kitchen, commanding
of ficer of the American troops on board and the master of the ship,

Martin Aguirre;

That the complement of the crew both on deck and in the engine of
the SS "MAYON" at the time it was commandeered by the USAFFE up to its
loss, were all virtually Filipinos and that the master of subject vessel
was Martin Aguirre, an American citizen.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I sign this declaration in the City of Manila,
on this 16th day of October, 1945.

/s8/ d. M. de Amusategui

SIGNED IN THE PRESENCE /t/ JOSE M. DE AMUSATEGUI

/s/ P. M, Esperidion
s/ L, de Jesus
/s/ C
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SUBSCRIBED and sworn to before me, at the City of Manila, Philip-
19453 affiant exhibiting to me

pines, on this 16th day of October,
issued at Manila, on March 2/,

his Residence Certificate No.A-3192422,

1945,
Doc. No. 226
Book No.

Series of 1945,

O

/s/ Paecifico de Ocampo
/t/ PACIFICO DE OCAMPO
Notary Public

My commission expires on Dec. 31, 1946,
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GNITED STATES OF AMERICA

] .
COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES ; 85. J

CITY OF MANILA

J., M. AMUSATEGUI, after being duly sworn according to
law, deposes and says:

That he has been Manager of the Manila Steamship dp.,
for a number of years prior to the outbreak of the present
war on December 8, 1941, up to the present;

That the 55 "MAYON", at the outbreak of the war, was
managed by the Manila Steamship Co.;

That he knows Francisco Conde to be a member of the
engine crew of the S5 "MAYON" as third engineer;

That to the best of his information, said Franecisco
Conde remained a member of the engine crew of the 355 "MAYON"
when it last sailed from Manila on orders from the Manila
Steamship Co., sometime last December, 1941, when command
of the vessel was taken over by the United States armed for-
ces.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand at
«the City of Manila, on this 17th day of July, 1945,

/s/ J. M, de Ahusategui
/t/ J. H. DE AMUSATEGUI

SIGNED IN THE PRESENCE OF:
/s/ Iumis J, Esteban
/s/ R, Yturralde :
@eeE
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Subseribed and sworn to before me, at the City of Manila,
Philippines, on this 17th day of July, 19453 affiant exhibit-
ing to me his Residence Certificate No. A-3192422, issued at
Manila, on March 27, 1945.

/s/ Pacifico de Ocampo
/t/ PACIFICO DE OCAMPO
Notary Public
My commission expires on Dec. 31, 1946

Doc, No. 270 Book No._XV1
Page No. Serils of 1945
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General Managers: ESTABLISHED 1854

Shipchandlery & Hardware Stores

! . Sugar Plantations
Central Azucarern de la Carlota E L co I
Central Azucarern de Sara-Ajuy LIZA DE & ] HC.

Conlral Azucarera de Pilar

IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
BAAMILA- I LOILD - CEBU - GURBAT - SORSOGOMN
Elizalde FRope Factory, Inc.

Elizalde Paint & 0il Factery, Inc. s Lol itabil s bl
Irestileria de Tanduay, Inc.

Cable Address: ELIZALDE
EAN FRANWCISCO - NEW YORK Shasdacd Codss
Manila Steamship Co., Ine. P. O, Box 121
Anakan Lumber Co.
Metropolitan Insurance Co,
Samar Mining Co,
MANILA, . September 16, 1947.
MANILA STEAMSHIP CO., INC.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that the for-
mer SS "Mayon" of this Company, was cormandeered by the

U. . Army, as per copy of my declaration, executed on
October 16, 1945, herewith attached.

This is also to certify that the
late Rufino Mil wes quartermaster of the SS"Mayon" when

subject vessel was commandeered by the U, S. Army, and
that his basic pay was P35.00 per month, which pay was

double at the time the aforementioned vessel was placed
under orders of the U. S. Army.

An instrument of declaration ex-
ecuted by Francisco Conde, second engineer of the SS "Ma-

yon", giving an account of the sinking of said vessel by
enemy action and ceusing the death of Rufino Mil, afore-

said quartermaster, was made on July 18, 1945, copy of
which is herewith attached.

PME /e Vice
Encla.

% Authority [N N D 533078
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1. Frior to the war and until about the middle of December
it wys my policy to have the owners of the vessels I cormandeersd
for the Army pay their crews and furnish all the necessary supe~
Plies for the vessels. However this procedure was discontinued a-
bout the middle of December o particularly arcund the 24th of Decem~
ber when 2 number of vessels were commendesred for Army uses It be-
came the responsibility of the Army %o pay the orew members and fure
nish the necessary supplies for the vesssls. In other words, I would
vonsider that the members of the crews became civilisn employsas of
the Army.

2. In general, vhen the U, S, irmy agreed %o pay the salariea
of the orew, it was agreed thot mdditional pay would be paid to the
orew mambers for operating fn dangerous waters. In some instances,
tho dalary waa doubled, In other ingtances, the salary was not in-
eroased 4 but a bonnus was to be paid, The amount of this bonus was
ot definitely emtablished,

3¢ 1% was very aifficult at #ht time to keep crews in the ves-
80ls due to the intemse bombing attdckhsin the citife At timos it was
Dageasary %o place armed guards on certain vesssls to prevent the
srews from deserting. -

4 To my imowledge, I do not think any payrolls were kept. Howe
ever, if a man's name 414 not appear on a payroll, that does not neses

,_H--'rﬂ!ul.y that he was not employed by the Army,

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) /8/ Rich.rd G, Rogers

{ S 2 /Y Eiﬁ Gs ROGERS
s ¢ Gancs sy
lat Lisut, FD

APQ 707
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By this instrument of declaration, be 1t known and made mani-
pest unto all to whom these presents may come or may concern, that
I, FRANCISCO CONDE, filipino citizen, of age, and resident of 35 G.
Reyes, San Juan, do voluntarily and solemnly declare as follows:

That on 24 December, 1941, while awaiting orders from His
Excellency, the late President of the Philippines, Manuel Quezon, Vice
President Osmena, High Commissloner Sayre and family, and some of the
high staff, several formation of Japanese bombers attacked the island
in the morning we were back after we delivered the whole High Staff
to Corregidor safely, altho fortunately we did not suffer any damage;

That on 27 December, 1941, we received orders To unload all bag-
gages and personal effects of President Quezon; throughout the whole
day we were subjected to enemy attacks Irom the air, and 1n the eve-
ning we received orders to sail for Mariveles where we arrived with-
out incident whereupon we loaded troops and left immediately in the
direction of Mindoro;

That at dawn of 28 December, 1941, we arrived at Mindoro and
docked at a small nearby reef to hide the vessel from the view of ene-
my planes; that at about 1:30 in the afternoon we were spotted and
attacked by two enemy bombers slightly suffering a diverging hit on
the stern of the vessel, near hold #4; that as a result thereof there
was panic among the crews and troops on board the vessel, some of them
jumping overboard apparently with the instinet to escapej; that at dusk
we left for Negros with a crew almost depleted by one third of its
original size; ; ",

That at dawn of 29 December, 1941, wes arrived without much dif-
ficulty at a spot called "Campo Manes" whe'fe we picked up sSurvivors
of the ill-fated 5.5. Panay, .which was sunk the day previous on the
same spot; that at dusk of the same day we left in the direction of
Mindanao carrying with us a portion of the deck and engine crews of
the S.S. Panay; and that we did not meet with any ineident during the
day, altho there have been desertions among the crews;

That on 30 December, 1941, we arrived at Cebu where we loaded
crude oil and water, and afterwards signed an agreement with the
United States Army for us to serve as a U.5. Army Transporti that

upon signing the agreement we _were given uu;_salary; that at dusk
of the same day we left for Sa ’ ndanao; |
That on 1 January, 1942, we arrived at Misamis and docked in
the middle of the bay awalting orders with our boilers and main en-
gines in full blast, ready to move at any moments' notice, and since

then up to 10 January, 1942, we waited for orders with our bollers
and engines ready; ‘

That from 10 January'tn 20 Febrﬁary, 1942, in order to save
fuel, we did not utilize the three boilers, altho we were always on
the alert; that during said period we docked several times to fill

in our water tanks for boiler consumptlonj
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That on the 20th of February 1942, at dusk we salled for Cebu
arriving there the next day without any incident; that we thereupon
loaded fuel, water and made the necessary purchases; that we were
then paid our salary for Januaryj;

I

Second Engineer Vicente Zaperain and his son Antonio Zaperain
(0Oiler) leaves the ship in Cebuj

Then General Headguarters appoints me as second engineers;

That on the 22nd day of February, 1942, at the evening, ve
sailed in the direction of Nasipit (Butuan, Mindanao);

That from the 23rd up to 27th of February 1942, we were stand-
by awaiting for orders;

That on 28 February, 1942, at about 5:00 P.M. two enemy Sea
born planes hovered over us dropping four bombs two of which hit the
vessel, the first on the bridge and the second on the center at the
place near Life Boat #3 resulting in a fire which spread out beyond
our control, damaging the tubings for the fire line; that the planes
flying at low altitude, machinegunned the crews while the entire ves-
sel was enveloped in fire and smoke; \

That this disaster resulted in the death of the following:

Martin Aguirre . Captain of the vessel

Mr. Kitchen oy Captain of the U.S5. Army on
board the vessel

Florencio Darang . - Chief Steward

1 Bar Boy: P : (Unknown)

1 Captailn Boy -~ I Sy (Unknown)

1 Pilot of M.S. Surigao (Unknown)

Second Engineer of M.S. Surigao (Unknown)

Rufino Mil i’ (Quartermaster)

1 Army Sergeant (Unknown)

4L n Soldiers (Unknown)

1 Galley Boy (Unknown)

1 Pantry Boy. : (Unknown) Last name - Mr, Baisa
aside from other casualties, on board the vessel, that as soon as we
observed that we were free from enemy attack we worked to save the
vessel but found it impossible to do so, thereupon we picked up the
wounded and transferred them to the life boats and other bancas who
came Lo our rescue.

That for three days, March 1, 2, and 3 the vessel had been con-
tinously burnings;

That we were finally sent to Cebu,, to the Headguarters of the

United States Army where we were paid our salary for nth of
February and some thing on acc or the month of Marchs that some
57 the wounded members of the crew decided to stay in Butuan Hospi-

tal.
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That on Mareéh 12th Chief Engineer Jpse Puya was sent to Nasi-

pit “(Mindanao) by Major Byrd Commander of U.S. Army forces in Cebu

to see if the vessel was beyond repair, Finally, Military orders
was to blast the ship for good;

U.S, ARMY TRANSPORT MAYON SURVIVING OFFICERS

ALEJANDRO PASTOR Chief Mate(Killed in Fort Santiago)
Mr. LEANO (First name unknown) Second Mate
Mr. YAP (First name unknown) Third Mate |
ENGINEERS
Jose Puya Chief Engineer (Unknown)
Franclsco Conde Second Englneer (Present)
Jose Gallego Third Engineer (Merchant Marine)
Mr. Jimenez Fourth Engineer (Unknown)
OILERS _
Salvador de la Rosa Diler (Somewhere in Manila)
Gilberto Roldan Oiler (Somewhere in Manila)
Jose Dugue Oiler (Somewhere in Manila)
Totoy Magtulis Oiler (Unknown)
Mr, Jose Fireman (Unknown)
Mr. Juan Fireman (Unknown)
Victorino Flores Electrician (Unknown)

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME this lath day of July, 1945,
at G. H. Q. AFPAC APO 500,

/s/ W. H. Livingston
/t/ W. H. LIVINGSTON
15T LT. AGD
Summary Court

G. H. Q. AFPAC APO 500,




DECLASSIFIED
Authority

78




!;."'J‘-‘!ﬁ_b_:_ b e T e i at T L LR T iy b mmmi L a e ke e

4 &

.
m . =

AFFIDLVIE

DECLASSIFIED

Aumhority NN D 833078

REFUELIC ©F THE PUILIFPIVES

,Gﬂ”;'ﬂ?!ﬂ-mﬂnqp--q-;gm.

I, THOMAS We JURIEA, Mnerigen citiszen, of fge and residing at
Hoe 1925 Robarte St,, Pnsey, Rlgal, Miliprines, afterming ily swomn

assording to lawy do Heredy depose sud ataies

That I wes personally sogueinted with Oa Mtin Aguiare wio wea

the Magter of the /8 Myyon, a vessel

Interislond gexyioe in

the Fhilippines mricy to the sutbreck of the wor in 15413 \
Thet 1 hove trevelled oo 4his wosrel soversl timse :md occessionally

have met and tolked with Oupts Aguismes

Thet  the o/s Neyon yan hkufwuu by tae Bhited States Ay

af'tor the cutbreck of the wer, \snd
the vesoelj

Service in OGpbm 4o froces

as Megter of

Thet 1ote in Bstroeay 2 i wes | ] the Transpors
a to mun as ﬁ#-m the moves

mt and overation of a1l vesseds at thot 4ims wnder the Jurisdietion of the
dpnyes 3 arrived In Duge dout Fohmopy 2288 md nede wy heudmariers thereg

™ peut T 8 the 5/8 with Copte Agiiyre
aiunnrunt 2 h;.gﬁ:!‘rj’ Hegron apte “Agn .
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RESLARATION

3 . By this instrument of dselaration, be 4% known ond mde menifest unto
81l %o whom these presents may come or MWy congein, thet I, FRANCISOO

: QONIE, Filipluo oiilmen, of age, and resident of 95 @ Rgyegy San Fuan
g do yoluntarily end solemly dselare em followst :

That on 2} Docomber 2941 while awalting orders from Hi Rxselleney,
the Iate Mﬁn‘l of the ippines, Mumel Quesone Vice Fresident Ope
menc, High Comdpaipner Sgyre end Pamily, end some high staffy several
formation of Japemese bombors attacked the islend in the Wwe were
hask after we dalivered the whole High Staff 4o Corwegidor s Bltho=
fortnciely wve 4id not suffer @y domoge’

That on 27 Dssember 1941 we meaeived orders to unload sil beggages
andl personcl effects of dent Quemony thyoughout the whole 4oy wo ware
subjosted to attagks from the air tnd in the evening we rpceived or=

arrived without ingident whereupon we
loaded ixoppe and left immdiately in the dirvection of Mindoroyp

That ot dawn of 20 Dpdember 3

8 amoll nesxiy veef to hide the

" ab about 1;50 in the aftemoon we
bombers plish¥ly guffewring 2 dover
hold My, thes as a desult thereof
on board the wasmel, some of them
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goeond Ticonte Zaperedn end his son Mutentv Zeperndn (Ofler)
leoves the ghip in Gebwj

Then Genored Meadguorders appoints me es Speond Magineer;

Thet on the 220d Jay Pebsueay 1942, at the eveningy we sailed in
the dipestion of § (Ratuen, ]

iafiven 2304 up %0 the 274h of Felawsdy, 1942, we were etondslp
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'Iﬁ'lm“hmmﬂ, a% about Ss00 Pl 4two eneny sea boyn plones
hovered over us dropping four bowbs iwe of whish hit the vepsel, the first
on the bridge wnd the second en the center at ts place near Mfe et # 3
resulting in a fize whioh spread out beyend control, dwmging the tubings
for the fire line; that the plamen flying at low oltitudes, meshine gumned
the orows while entire vesesl wes snveloved in fire snd mmcice;

That thie disapter resulied in the decth of the followingt:

- Mertin Asuirre Gaptain of the Vopsel
My Kitcham Captoin of the U8 Jguy on board
[ ¥he veasal

1a Rosa
BT
%
 Flores .. : 1
SUBSURIZED AND SWORN ¥O BSFORE ME  this 18%h duy of July, ﬂﬁxﬂm
HM”i - . .

FRAMSISO0 GONDS
' THUL GOFTe

a

A




: & CLASSIFIED
GENERAL HERDQUARTERS ] | L
US ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC ) s 88 | |

| avthoriy NIND 883078

APO Eml MILI., P-I- ]

Before me, the undersigned, authorised tedminister caths
in cases of this character appeared the following: Policrenie
leano, 2nd Officer, of 36 G. Reyes San Jusnj Francisco Cende, 2nd
Buginesr, of 35 G, Reyes Ban Juant: Demetrio Nave, Quartermaster,
of 412 Sevilla, San Nigolasj Gerardo 4rimes, Oarpenter, of 306
Clavel, Sen Nicolag; whe having been duly sworn accerding te law
deposes and sayss |

That we were members/ of the crew of the "S.8,.MERON". And are
exgouting this paper, with the nemes and wages of the members of
the crew that we saw that were, killed in actien, migsing in ac~
tion, and elso those that areat present living, and where they
are living, If we have seen eamy of them since the Americans have
returned only. / .

#ﬁg LIST OF THE USAT "8.8.MAYON"

| STEWARD DEPT,
1, Flogrencie Darang = Chlel’ Steward - Casualty

2o Joge Isrmel - @nd " - In Tacloban now
8« Ricardo Baisa = Pantry Man - Died at Hospital
4 Butuan, burns
4;;’ Mateo - Captain'e boy - Casualty

/ | SPECIAL DUTY

/ 1. Oapt. Albert Kitchen - Quartermaster Agent - Casualty
y
-” NONEMEMBERS

i
1. Chief 0fficer ~ M/8 Burigao = Casualty
2, Boocond Enzineer " = gasualty

£y DRCK DEPT.
/| ¢ 1. Martin Aguire - Captain p casualty - $550
A ' 2. Alejandro Pastor - Chief Mate - Wounded, later killed
/ £ in Pt. Bantiage $275
e $. Polioreonioc Lesano - Second Mate -~ Present - $130
f / 4. Jose Tap - Srd Mate - Now in Tacloban §$166

; ENGINE DEPT.
B 1. Jose Ppya - Chief Engineer -~ Missing member of crew
| | 2, Vicento Zapirain = 2nd Engineer - left ship 20 Peb,
- 1942 - BB75
, : 8, Antonio Zapirain = Oiler - Member of crew wuntil 20
| | Febh 1842,
| 4, Prancisco Conde - 2nd Eagineer = Living §R76
\ 5. Jose Gallego ~ 5nd Bagineer - Member of crew until
*i 20 Teb, 1942 ‘m
6. Bilverio Jimensz - 4th Bugineer - Became 4th Bagineer 2
| 20 Peb 1542,now in
4' { indanao - ‘1’!
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7. Gilberte Roldan - Oiler A In Manila - §60 I —
8. Salvador de la Rosa - Oiler - In Manila = §60 _r m-EEFL.uihSI“ED |

9, Jose Duque = Oiler = In Menila - $60 i ; “-*‘?*-{Jﬂ_ﬂi?;jg 78
10, Mumoriane Magtulis -~ Oiler - Missing = $60 : L

CREW LIST OF THE UBAT "S.8.MAYON"

il, -
Victeriano Flores - Electrician - Missing
12, Warcimo = Pireman = Missing §60
13, Jose Mencado - Kofriperating Engineer - MigBing #35
DEC DEPT.

1, Celestine Casidsid - Boatswmin - In Ileilo Now - 80
2, Teodoro Agcenci - Quartermaster - Antique, Panay - i $35
S, Qastor Osonu - Quartermaster - Antique, Panay §356
" &. Rufino Miel - Quartermaster - Did Hosp,Butuan,Burns $35 :
5, Demetrio Neve ~ Quetermaster - In Menile $#35
8, Gerardo Grnics - Coarpendr - In Menils $60
7. Jusn Canslite - Sailor - Antique, Panay #4830

B Eiﬂih{:i Manaide - . $:0
9, Ponifacio Sican " el \ $30
10, Adriano Neva " . i §30
11, Santos Unknown $30
12, Tito TS " - $30
185, Leonarde — " $50
Further deponents sayeth not:
8/ Pblicemio Leano Ja Francisco Cende
- /%/ POLICRONIO LEANO &/FRANCISCO CONDE
2nd Officer ind Engimeer’
/8/ Dumotrio Nava ] /8/ Gerardo Arimas:
/t/ DEMEIRIO NAVA A1/ GIRARDO ARIMAS
Yuarternaster ] l:l'}lrpnnm

Subsoribed and mit- before me this 26th day of '
July 1946 at GHQ, AFPAC, APO 500.
I

l_, _ |
e~

Summary Gourt \

A TRUE CPEY:

mApAT,




FOLDER # 24 S/S ~MAYON

| DECLASSIFIED
Aavory N § 83 75
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