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I, Alvaro Lepez, after being duly sworn, depose

S8y Gasti

=

and
I am of legal age, Filipino and resident of the
City of Manila, Philippinesj

I was the Master of the 85 "Don Josge" formerly
of the Hobert Dollar Line, of 15,240 tons deadweight,
10,8693. 47 tcns gross and 6 760.86 tons net, Philip-
pine Registry (Manila, Phjlip?ines} and owned and ope-
rated by the lMadrigal & Company., Inc., of Manila, Phi-

lippiness

At the outbrezk of the present war (December 8,
1941), the vessel was enroute to Manila, Philipplnes,
from Us 8+ Pacific ports, including Vancouver, B. C.,
and way portss

The vescel was on a rre-~war frieght commercial
basis vlien we arrived at Manlla, Philippines, on Dec-
ember_ 13, 1941, carrying about id,DOG tons of gereral
cargo destined for Shanghal, Hongkong and Kanilaj

The vescsel was atichored at the South Harbor Bregh=-
vwater at about nocn of December 13, 1941. At 01800 hour,
we were ordered by U. 5. Army officers tc dock at Pier 7,
south side. From then on, the movement of the vessel
as well as the unloading of cargo were under the guper-
vision and control of the U. . Army offiecer, Lt. Ward.
The owner and master of the vessel and the consipghees
of cargoes were unable toc unload and dlspose of them
without the sanction of the said officerj

The unload¢ing of cargoes was commenced immediately
npen arrival gt Pler 7 and cargoes that were unloaded
were gelected and disposed of 1n accordance with the
order end instructicn of the U. 5. Army}

We 1aiéd at Pler 7 all the time except wien we were
ordered to leave and lay off in the Bay until we were
ordered again to return to the Pler and continue ynload-~
ing. We remeined at Pler 7 during the day and lef{ the
place usually at about 1800 hour to avoid alr~raid
attack at night;

We were ghle to unload about 4,000 tons of eargo
vhich congisted of war materials such as tankgy trucks,
gnti-gireraft guns, etec., most of which were consigned
to the Canadian Woreces in Kongkong: I understand that
those war materials and other cargoes that were unloaded
such as lumber, canned goods, ete¢., were tz:ken by the
American Army %GP 1tg ovn uses

On the 26th day of December 1941, et about 1700 hour,
an Americsn officer by the name of Lt. Laldwin, went to
my home to afvise me that we were to B2jil immeéiately to
Corregidor Island %o carry troops ard te unlosd the re-
mzining cargo theres Lt, Baldwin told me that those ipg=
truetione were given by superior offieersj
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At about 2200 hour of the rgame day, the chip was ready
to sall, and ve sailed for Corregidor Island with 1000
troops. The soldiers were accommodated on the steamerts
ceck while the officers in the best possible condition
under the ecircumstances with ship-officer's guarters.
Mr. Acsyan, pilot of the Manila Harbor, took us away
to the outer harbor;

Before leaving for Corregidor Island, I tried to
communicate with the ovner of the wessel EKaﬁrigal &
Co., Inc.) but I failed. Finally, I succeeded in com~
municating with Mr. Vicente Aldanese, shipping manager
of the Company, by phone. I informed him that we were
abolt Lo sail for Corregidor Island under order of the
U. 5. Army and I requested him to advise the shipowners;

We arrived at Corregidor Island at night on Decem-
ber 26, 1941, and we proceeded to anchor close to the
sliore the next morning. Anchored at 0700 hour ané awaited
further instructionss

An Army officer boarded the ship at z2bout 1000 hour
on December 27, 1941, and instructed me as follows:

The troops were to be transferred on barges at
1900 bour of the same day and the cargoes were to be
unloaded into barges the fol owing morning, Dec. 28,

The troops were landed at the schedule hour and
the unloading of carpoes was commenced the following
morning by units of the U. 5. Forces in Corregidor.
A; about 1100 hpur, while we were unloading, twenty-
four (24) planes (bombers) attacked the stesmers at
anchor at Corregidor Island ineluding the 88 Don Jose
under my command. The 85 Don Jose suffered one direct
hit on the stern causing fire and the wreckage of the
steering gear aft. The lighters on the ship side which
were partly loaded with cargoes of the 85 Don Jose
were completely desiroyed and sunk. One heavy Ifft
crane floating, a U. 8. Army property that was being
uged to unlogd the heavy 1ifTts, was also wrecked and
cgst adrifty

At sbout the 1500 hour, I decided to leave the
86 Don Jose with the erew and take shelter in the Id-
land. Wg had, by that time, lost two lifeboats of
the four tha{ the ship had and the raid was golng on
in full forces

During the rald, we suffered three (3) more direct
hits, one onh No, 4 hateh and the other two amidship,
all hits eausing much damage. Ag the stearing gear was
vwrecked and the big fire continued unabaterd, the moves
ment of the vesgel was paralyzedt one member of the crew
was Killed, mehy others were Injuredi and a number of
the U, B. Army men supervising the unloading of the ves-
gel were injured and some were killed. The rest of the
erey left the ship at gbout 1500 hour in different
Army vessels. Upon arrlval ashore, ths crew Were at=
tended by Army doctors anéd treatec gecoerdingly. The
member of the crew who was killed was Purled by the
Us S. Arny in the island,
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A. Lorpez

4t about 2000 hour of December 28, 1941, I went
back on bosrd the 885 Don Jose witl my crew for inspec-
tion. %We found the steering rod EﬂﬂﬁlEfE]F buckled
and bent, steering chain aft completely heated and
gt111 hm{, steerirg sector backled and some rivets
Were loose and some gone ﬂ?ﬂplfﬂejj. Some paris of
the steering sector had andulated or corrugated about

aix inched out of position. The crew guarters gnd
storercom aft were destroyed complet bely bY firej the

=

GCJIEEIE' giarters and wheel bouse were wrecked COmp-—
gome bulk heads amidehip cellapsed although
Wfrt F thie ship dié not catch Lfire;

After dnspection, I found the ip < be tnsea=
worthy, unmenaceable :rﬁ beyond ‘ruﬁ LT 'iTi the resour-

-

ces in the I_l.nf;

At about 1400 hour of December 29, 1941, I decided
to go aslore with the crew anéd I reported the condition
of the vessel to the U. &, Iﬂvy officer who was In-charge
of all vessels in the Island. The followingz night, we
were sent back to Manila in an Army launch with the crew
of the American owned 885 Caplllio which was also destroyed

during the air-raidj _?_._.

I had paid in full. the sslaries of all my officers

1 rew up to December 31, 1941, I rescrve the _iTit_—“*=
0 any claim and to rmcmvﬂr any damages to which I ¢
ntitd

Ty
gl

I herehy pﬂgiest and reject any f-h‘m or clains
aga'nst the vessel, shipowner or hils agents from the
shirpers, consignees or charierers f ;ran loaded on
this voyage as the vessel was lost ‘; encmy actlon

(war claucze).
this 16th day

'I:':"-.:I:' N ALVARO LOPE A

COMMONRRALITH OF TEE PHILIPPIRES)
CITY OF NANILA )

Subscribed snd sworn to before me thir 10ih day
of June,194%, Affiant exhibited to me his Hesidenge
Certificate No. A~0794799 lssued at Manila on June 16,
1645,

(B60.) AMANDA VIOLA VIRAY
Notary Publie

Doc, Ho. 32 Until December 31, 1946,
i;'j_r_'{' E w 'E:
Book Ho. Il
Series of 1
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Ly Alvaru anum, after hsing dulr lm:-rn, ﬁlp-us-
and aa:r fhaty ' .

I g of legal age, Filip:l.na nm! rauidmt of th!
: f:it:r of Manila, Fhil ppinas;

1 was the Haﬂter of the 88 “Dm .‘I‘uu‘ fnrnqr
of the Fobert Dollar Line, of 15,240 tons deadwel
10,893, 47 tong gross and 6 ?qméﬁ tons net, Philip-
pirﬂ Hegistry (Manile, pr11d ppines) and mmad anhd

. rated bsf tha Hudrigal & ﬂﬁl}?ﬂlﬁ’i, Im-, of Iauﬂ.h
~ 1ippiness

7 11: the outbreak of the present war {bumher B,
'.1941 the vessel was enroute to Manila, Phil inu,
“Trom U, 8. Pacifie ports, m::lmlin; 'ﬂ'mmuﬂr G.,

mﬂ way pnrtn; |

- The vessel was on a rﬂp.r fr:u t commercipl

h-i;thm we arrived at Eu.nilu p.tna; on Deew
- ember 13, 1941, ecartrying I.'I:ﬁt'ht {.nlrnl
i~ BATRO dest.’mnﬁ fnr gha

-y The vessel was anchored at t.hu ﬂnu‘bh !:rhur Breaks .
water at about noon of Devember 1'15 1941, At 01800 hnur
ters to dock at Pler 7
gouth side, l'rnl then on, the movement of the vesgel .
a8 well as the uﬂud!.:ﬁ uf carge were under the ?nr-
vision and eontrol of the U, 84 Army officer, Tt, Ward.
The ¢mer and master of the vessel and the ennsiﬂcu _
of cargoes were unable to unlead and dispose cof
without the sanction u!' the sald officerg H

" The unload u-n was commenced immediately
upon arrival at -r ? oes that were unlu:gﬂ '_
were solected and disposed nr n _accordence with

order and instruetion of the U, 8. Armyj

We laid at Pler 7 all the time except when we were
orde to leave and off in the until we were
PRy A A R

nge We rema 2
pll;l umiplly at about 1330 hour to ..ﬂv:{ ireraid
attack at nighty

' We were able to unload
which eonsisted of war ntn: mh ns ‘&&m.
anti=aircraft guns, ete, # € l':gl
$o the Canadian Foroes erstand that
thoge war ntﬂm H.hn nrﬂll t were unloaded
such as lumber goods, ete., were taken by the
imerican Army hr its own usey

On the 26th day of December 1941, a t-uut 1700 m,
an Ameriean lﬂhlr the name of 1t. want
my home to advis .t--nr-tum.n-olm;t.
Corre H'Iﬂ tuur treops and %o uniped the ree-
main eargo there, Lt, Baldwin told me that those inse
tructions were given by superier officersy
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| At abont 2200 hour of the lnmnndnii the ship wae ready
to sail, and we sailled for Corregidor Island with 1000
- ‘troops. The soldiers were accommodated on the steamer's -
deck while the officers in the best possible condition
+  under the circumstances Iith_nhiﬁzgfricnr's guarters,
Mrs Acayan; pllot of the Menila Harbor, took us away
to the outer harborj j : . :
Before leaving for Corregldor Island, I tried to
ecomminicate with the owner of . the vessel Iﬂadrigal.&
Sy . Cosy Ine,) but I falled, Finally, I succeeded in com~
i . muniuating with Mr, Vicente Aldanese; shipplng manager .
: of the Company, by phone. I informed him-that we were
about to sail for Corregidor Island under order of the
Us By Army and I requested him to advise the shlipownersg

i ‘We arrlved at Corregidor Island at night on Deceme
d " ber 264 1941, and we proceeded to anchor e¢lose to the
e ¢ shore the next morning., Anchored at 0700 bour and awaited
further instructionsj | s

' An Army officer boarded the ship at about 1000 hour
ocn December 27, 1941, and instructed me as followsas

- The troope were to be transferred on barges at
-~ 1900 hour of the same day and the cargoes were to be
unleaded into barges the following morning, Dec. 28,

: The troops were landed at the schedule hour and
the unloading of cargoes was commenced the following
morning units of the U, 8, Forces in Corregidor.
Ay about 1100 hour, while we were unloading, twenty-
four (24) planes {ﬂgnhar-} attacked the steamers at
anchor at Cerregidor Island 1n:1udiﬂf the BS Don Jose
under eu-n;nﬁ. !thleDnn Jose suffered one direct
hit on the stern ceusing fire and the wreckage of the
-steering gear aft, The lighters on the ship side which
were par loaded with ecargoes of the 88 Don Joase
ware completely destroyed and sunk. One heavy 1lift
erane floating, a U, 8. property that was 1ni
used to unload the heavy 1ifts, was also wrecked m
cast adrifts

At about the 1500 hour, I decided te leave the
88 Don Jose with the crew and take shelter in the I
lands We had that time, lost two lifebeats of
the four thl{ ship had and the raid was going on
in full foreej

During the rald, we suffered three (3) more direct
hite, one on No, 4 hatch and the other two amidship
all ﬁitl causing much damage. As the stearing gear was
wrecked and the blg fire continued unabated, the moves
ment of the vessel was paralyged: one member of the erew
was killed, many others were injuredy and a mmber of
the U, 8, lr-; men supervising the unloading of the ves-
sel wore inJured and some were killed, The rest of the
erew left the ship at about 1900 hour in different
Army vessels. Upon arrival ashore, the crew were ate
tended Army doctore and tr.ntn& accordingly, The
memper the erew who wae killed was buried the
U, 8, Army in the island,
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At about 2000 hour of December 284 1941, I went
back on board the B8 Pon Jose with my cren fnr inspec~
tion. We found the steering rod cumileualr buckled
and bent, steering chain aft completely heated and
gtill hn{, steering' sector backled and some rivets
were loose and some gone completely. Some parts of
the steering sector Lad andulated or corrugated about
gix inched out of position, The crew guarters and
storeroom aft were destroyed completely by firej the
officers' guarters and wheel house were wrecked compe=
letely; some bulk heads amidshlp collapsed although
this part of the ship did not catceh firal

After inspegtiun I found the ship to be unsea=
worthyy unmahageable and beyond repair with the resours
ces 1n the Islandjp

At about 1400 hour nr December 29, 1941, I dnuidi&
to go ashore with the erew and I repor thu condition
of the veassel to the U, B4 Navy officer who was inecharge. .
of gll vessels in the Islands The following night
were sent back to Manila in an Army launch with the crew
of the American owned 88 Capillo which was .1ln dlltrurid
during the aireraidy

I had paid in full the salaries of all Eﬁ officers
and crew uI to December 31, 19414 I reserve the right
to eny claim and to recover any damages to which I am
entitled}

I hereby protest and redaet any claim or claims
galnst the vessel, shipowner or his agents from the
Fpersy consignees or charterers of cargo loaded on

thiu vu;ngi as vessel was lost by enemy acticn
(war clause)s

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have signed thie ingtrument
this 16th day of June, {945, at Manilay Philippines.

. (8CD4) ALVARO LOPEZ
IN T.F PRESFLCE OF

(8GD.) He V4 PANGANIBAN

" (£GDs) J. Ps TAGLE

COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES
CITY OF MANILA

gubscribed and gworn to before me this 16th day
of June, 1945, Affiant u:hihit-d to me his Residence
Certificate Noe A=0794799 issued at Manila on June 16,

1945,
(8GD.) AMANDA VIOLA VIRAY
'+ Notary Publie
es Nos 32 Until December 31, 1946,
age Nos B8

k 'ﬂi I1X

Beries of 1945,
EIHII!IID;;

:tinl officer
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: - atieatisn ol CEETALN Benjanin J. Palley
Clajime Inveatigatine Giiloer
1Y
LLALS FOR UNPAIR WaChTy FILED BY BUSTAUUTOU L,
1 _|I....__'_. e t_'m_ﬂ_ _" il :?_ -..'l-::rr EF.J_- L_-r'\...... f b
T Tt i BT T T T, ATy T e " i ] 2 <
Lo R W tad UL LT DR BEd A .JEJ_.UU J'E_:, e R '—"“-“-‘--.'---..:....',_!"'
1:.-: ur & G B 5 TR S - _HL-'L-.u.\_ 3.1 I":.I'. - ..]. ..I....._|_ ..].l_ k 'ul.l'l_._._.'l. _":.":F’ : '_'_v-:\': ¥ 115,
Ronor o inform you that the 5.5, YDCH JCS¥v 495 owned by, the
MADRIGHL SUIPPTLNG: COMPAITY , THC. of which. I am the Liandpine
Pirector.

M o - 1 2 T 371

_.'._J_E = at = r.Iu]Lrll t.-c':]'-'-th 1!."‘-:'. GD.MLEMHEEI'Id E'I' qu_qa.E-l |._.IJ| | g _'.“-1:
the Fnited States Army in t;lﬂ evening, 0f Uscember 2b; 1941 at
the port of Mgnila. B8he carried Noerifan trscru, iht ents ang
npurses wno were evacuated that night 49, the /island of Cﬂrrepii;
alter dis Eﬂbu.ﬂlﬂ; the trz:;a and Army personfel and while she
wag -unloedins her cargo ::T.‘ ar “h.tn:l:':'_;lh.. 18 slpr liegyy the
Japudesd u...r “Foree ttacked lier ahd otHer Shap? . at anchpr bre
L R 3 P 5 | A T e r,_.\_.l : _ =
uﬂ-LtLLJ r. . The Ji 8i "Jf, JOSK". was, hit'geveral times gnd was
get gfire.

e ‘8Y¥e enclosigg berewith aeop¥-of tle ”fiﬂavit Bl the
faater of the 8% 33 rDOMN JOSET Captain JAlvarc Lopesz, o
declared thatoafteR.the Dombiag; tiey LfOunf the ship $o be
Tunstaworthy,; tnaanageanle and pay :gm:. repair -1.1.t| the ToSoufoes
in the Island®. In this arffidavit Will alzs be faungd sany of
the alswers $o the points amd ﬂuL*tlalt involved in' the a%ove
claifl for vbpald wafea filed by Bustaquid I'. Revillésa.

TrusSting that thiis iaforuation will be wbeful $0 yof,

e bre,

Respectfukiy

LT

b o
e

A DRIGH TING €05y

Actonio
aHTCHIO
Managing

M¥edrigal
MAEDRTIGAL
Direcotor

ey

CURTLFILY FRUR COPYS

i I L

Tours;

T
b




PRI T S TP I o I F E T e ST il

L fa P A — st 5
...l-l . --.u TS '._hj - ™
- i ' 1 or il . E
N - Y. s L
; 7 i

: - - Ayl [:: DECLASSIFIED
Room 32),, REGINA BUTLDING . '] ASe= g
- ESCOLTA, MANILA - R _

]
o —

 Woveaber by 1946

. PRO-E075

"Theo BEADQUARTERS, - : ; Ry e
“CLAIMS SERVICE, A PWESPRAC SR L U
Cffise ‘of the Chief of Claing, b 4 - £

Manila, Philippines, ol

Birs:

; wdh reply to your letter dated 19 Eugtampqr, 1946 addressed
“to Mr, Vicente Madrignl e¢/o MADRIGAL & COMPANY, I have the. =
honor to inform you that the B.5. "DON JOSE™ 1a pwned by the .
MADRIGAL SHIPPING COMPANY, INC. of which I am the Managing

The 5, B, "DON JOBE"™ waps oommandeered or requisitioned by
the United States Army in the evening of Daecember 26, 1941 at

the port of Manlla. B8he carried Nmerican troops, patients and
nurses who were evacoated that night to the island of Corregidor.
After dlsembarking the troops and Arny personnél anc while she
was unloading her inrfn of war materials end supplicsd, the
Japanese Air Force attschked her and pther ships ai anchor off :
_Corregidor. The 8. 8, "DON JOSE" wae hit several tines and wasd
set afire.

"~ We are enolosing herewith a copy af the affiddvit of the
master of the 8. 8. "DON JOUBE", Captain Alvaro Lopez, who
doclared that after the bombing tg found the ship to be
- mypneeaworthy, unmanageable and beypnd repalr with the respurces
in the 1s ", In thie affidavit wlill aleo be found many of
the answers to the pointe amé guesttons involved in the above
claim for unpaid wages filed by Kuptagulo M, Revillesa,

Trusting that this information will be useful to yo&k,
we are,

Ilnpiutrﬁllf yours,
MADRIGAL SHIPPING CO,, INC,

B ¢/ Antoni ari
4 ft"/r ANTONT _ﬁm&ﬁ
Managing Pirector
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