First Congress of the Philippines)
special Sessicn )

(RESOLUTION No. 11)

RESOLUTION ZXPRESSING THE PROFOUND GRATITUDE OF HE FILIFINO FEOPLE TO
MAJOR EDWIN T'. RAMSEY.

Whereas, Majrr Edwin P. Famzsey, Juring the three vears of Japan-
ese oppression in the Philippines, Jdemornstrated rxceptional leadership
and undaunted courage in the ocrpanization of ruerrillsa units in the City
of Manila and in the provinces of “ulacan, Tarlac, Bataan, Nueva Ecija
and Pangasinan and has rendered invaluable service which undoubtedly ac-
celerated the libcratior of the Philippines,

Whereas, through his farrirchted leadersbir, he was atle te coor-
dinate all the units in the resistance movement, keoring alive continucus
resistance against our oppressors. an!

Whereas the Filipino peonle owo him deep :ratitude for his ser-
vices which acecelerated the libiratien of the Fort oreanized and controlled
arca occupice by the ruthless enemy, thoreks saving theusawds of lives
and preperty that ctherwise woul! have been sacritiee! Now, thercfor,
be it

T T e

hessived, That the House ol Kepresontatives exprewss, as {t herohy

€Xpresscs, the profound sratitude of the Fitipino penple to Maior Edwin
P. Rausey for his invaluable scrvices to "hilippine liberation.

adepted, July 13, 194%,

Thank you,
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A brief note about the Mountain Corps Reo't, and the General
service Troops Regiment. While €ach of the Districts maintained a
limited number of nobile well~trained and fully armed unite in the field,
mgst of the units werc ocrganized in the arcas from where they came. 1In
effect, farmers by d2y and guerrillas by night,

Aside frum the Districtsg’ forces, ECLCA maintained these two re-
giments well-trained, fully armed and combat ready at all times. The
Mountain Corps Regiment of LCL Manahan operated in the San Mateo, Montal-
ban, Macaiad and Nowvaliches arcas acting as outpost sccurity for my head-
quarters cn Mt, Balagbap,

The General Service Iroops of LCL Fricnes were malntained in the
area of Pampanga, Tarlae and weva Ecija 2nd until the US forces "landed
in Lingayen were usod mostly as a counter forcc to the HUKS. While Briones
was respinsible to my headquarters, he cooperated with end operated mostly
in support of Col. de Dios in Pampanga,

[ would like to add one closiner note. As I sais, over the last
thirty eight years very little comprchensivce research has been done on
ECLGA, if at all, and that which has been written about it has been not
only incomplete but in many cases inaccurate.: Time tends to blur his-
tory with an oftentimes subjective haze, when it sheuld always be chject-
lve. For this teason I am goinc to read a resolution of the First Congress
of the Philippincs, adopted in July of 1945 and sent to me while in a
hogpital in the United States, | think this puts back inte perspective
tne esteem in which the country cnoo held LCLGA when all was fresh in their
minds. For, coviously, I would have been nothips without ECLGA.
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By mid-1944, Col. Alberto had set up his operatiens in the area
of Baliuap and the southern sections of Bulacan, While it was orpganized
as BMD, it only attained the strength of sne regiment under the command
of LCL Jose de la Resa. Duo te lack of time for preparation of this
Faper; 1 do not have the rest of the erpanizaticn structure nf BMD availa-
ble on time to include it herein.

GHQ - ECLGA

Whilv in Manila at Christmas time I had learned that a eoast
watcher intelliccnee unit cof the iAllied Intol ligence Bureau (AIB) had
landed in Mindore ap! wag in contoact with Mador Ramen Ruffy, the senior
guerrilla officcer in Mindoro. In late Folruary I moved my headquarters
to Macabod, zbove Zan Matec v and prepared for st rin o Mindore. I took
three cfficers and 2lght men and went by bYoat frem Obardo to Cavite,
walked across Cavitc/Matanras with the hel» of loeal puerrillas, then by
Batil to Bonpabone in Mindorc. When we arrived 1 learned that Phillips
has been ambushed necar Abra de [lop, went back and exhumed the body to
make sure it was him andsent his dentures to Australin with a Sgt. Wise
who was poing out by sub. I then returned to Luzon landing at San Luis,
Batangas on May 7th. By about the 15th of May T was hack at my heacd-
quarters near San Mateco .

F?ff'fEUTlF}t{.':l‘fJ_ Con. H.":b:".‘, Chief of CIC, had learned of my trip to
Mindoro and personally followed me there. All the information he could
et indicated I had cone on Eo sustralia., Se after my return the rressure
wag 01t for about three months.

After I rcturned around tiay 15th we bwuilt a substantial and sl

fensible camp on Mt. Dalaghayr, above the Neviiliches watershed arca and
North of Montaltan. By that time¢ we had buile o tairly good radin and
had a pood radio man to run it. Ho was Capt., Marcos Contreras who had
been a maritime radio cperator and whee, radico sipnature was s strong

that CHO SwWp/i could reecopniz: T 80 aliout this time, T received a

T

visitor from Major Jesus Villamer whe broughi me an ATE Transceiver with
the latest code: that was Capt. Modeste Castaned.: whe used the alias
"Capt . Casey". whe had initially contacted me in Polo hefore peoing back
for thg radi. He 18 a egigznal ocf ficer who jeined Cel. fbecede after the
surrender 4in the Visayos a2nd wos tsslgned by Abecede to Villamor when he
arrived. Hoe rccently teld m that ECLGA bad proviaded MacArthur with more
relevant informaticn thon nll of the AIB Intcllisene: units in Luz n put
Cogether

Whil. GHG--ECLGCA had several scrious 1i-gsa » A5 mentioned carlier,
by this time the GHQ orranizaticr was solid, Tt » as {ollows:

Maj. Edwin 1 Ramsey
Col. iAmado Bautistn
Col. Antunio Chane
Col. Obie Donecan
Col. Luis Villarcal
: G=4 < Col. Aupustn Gonzalez
Chief Surpcon - Maj. Vicente Campa
Chief Charplaip - Maj. Fablo Carasie: g7
Hdq & Hdq Serv. con - Capt. James W. Carrippton
Mountain Corps Repimont - Cel. Edusardo Manahan
General Service Troops Rec1ment - Cal. 'aeifie K5
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Jlet Inf. Repiment - LCL Capobres
4lst Inf. Repiment - LCL Romulo 7riones
slst Inf, Hcpiment LCL Villaruel
blst Inf, keriment - LC Benjamin Aquino

Jl1st I=wf. topiment LCL Nicanor Adonis

WD "VERSOL" Special Intelldrence and Sahotqor - ¢ant. Martin Ramos
special Intelligence Units - Capt, ‘nely Vizearra & Capt., Apolonio Garcia

Lul. Pat Gatson was captured in late Septembzr of 1943 and held
in the Wempetal station at the airpert studio at the corner of Ascarraga
and Dagcupan streets until attemptecd liberation raids raused the remaval
of all prisoners to Fort Santiage. Pat never came out of Fort Santiago.
Meanwhile, I assigned Col. Jorge Sanchez as C.0., MMD on October lst, 1943,

The staff and command remained essentially the =ame until libheration ex-

i Y

cept for Obie Bonoan being promoted o -2 GHQ, ECLI in 1944 and some
losses to the Japanesc.

After arriving in Pole on Movember za4th, 1943, I arranewed with
Col. Sanchez, alias Aurelio cantos, and my staff, to ro inte Manila for
Christmas and New Year, Carryings n Swiss Passport with mv picture on it,
I entered Manila by car on December 20rh 43 and was housed at the home
of LCI. Narciss Mabanta and Major Poedre Mabanta i New Monila., 1 had come
to Manila fcr two rcasons. One was te see Geén. 1'm and the other was for
rest and recreation (R&R). Gen. Lim was out of town {n Datarngas at the
time s© [ never pot te mect him. T did have o Food & R until Dec. 29th
when Capt. famona Snyder, cne of cur intcllipence of ficers I mentionad
earlier, arrived 2zt the housc with - message [rom Gen. Monuel Roxas who
nad been in rontact with me and sone Ing information and {ininces since he
got out of nrison Gen. Francizeo, the chicf of the puppet constabulary
warned Roxas that Cen, Babn, *hc Chief of Japanese Counter-Intellipgence
knew that 1 ws in Manila ar! specifically in the nren of New Manila but
not the addross, b was boecause of this information that T waz uncovereod
the fact that Franco Ui.r'l',:r' Ry o Posing 1P ooy r Chick PParaecns.,
was a spy for the Japanese, There 45 no time I re o hal story Lt
Mona Sy nicler L 2 valesa and we nmove ! acrngs M nila i the Manila Gas
Compouncd ouse of LOL Walter Roed, r, the Swiss, whose passport T was using,
e waz  incidentally my Chief . f Chemical Warfarc. He made some very
effective sabotage machines for us, more rcliable than the snes we later
got from Australia by submarine. Meanwhile, the Gas Compound was the
blvouac for a detachment of 300 Japaresme., I stayed therce until Jan. 9th
"4 wvhen I returned to my headquarters at Pelo

BULACAN MILITAY DIUTRICT  (1nMD)

AS indicated carlier, [CLCA unite in bulacan had lbeen under the
command of ol “1ejo Santos until carly 1944 Somet ime around H.‘]}' 1944
atter my hcadquarters had been moved to Mt. Balopbap, cast of the Nova-
liches reservoir area and north of Montalban, I rocoedve! a letter from
Alejo Santns, Lecause Capt. Bernard Andersen has been Erying to assert
control cover Santos after the capture of Barker, and because I was hea
of ECLGA , he did nor want to be in the midldle so he wns withdrawing fron
ECLGA mnd wculd nperate Independently as EMA, 1 wvrote bim back {mme-
diately ascuring him I understood and accepting his 4 cision rrom that
time cn ther vns never any probloem between our units cvon thoueh 1 re-
established aur activities in Lulacoan as the Bulacan Mij itnry District
(BMD) un:dor Gel. Fouste Alborto.
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One last unit of the PTMD shruld be mentiored. it was the General
Service Troops of the Hq. PTMD, This unit was 1./ v Capt. Palaruan vho was
one of the touphest combat commanders in Pancasinon. After he was wounded
and captured, he still refused ts sign a2 surrender paper and was allowed to
dle. He was succecided by the cxecutive cfficer, Capt Arture Catchila, who
led this unit with preat distincrion throooh iiherat !

A5 a footnote to the gallant men of PTMD: They not 1y foupht
with great disvinccion alengside the liberating troops of Gen. MacArthur
throughout Uentral Luzon, many «i them also fought in Balete Pass, Villa-
verde Trail, Xabkayan Platcau, and ip Nueva Viscaya and Mt. Province,.

By lat. Mowvenmber of "47 fangasinar and Parloece were well crganizedd
with a command structurc that could continu without my presence . By this
time Manila wa¥ In need of attention 2nd 1 re celvidd o messape from Brig,
GCen, Vicernty Lim, who had been rcleased from priscn, asking fer a meeting

Due to his being under continuing suspieion he couldn't rigk leavine Manila .,

MANILA MILITARY DISTE:CT (MMD)

N

For the forcgeing reasons 1 Adcc 1red to leave for Manila . Because

of the distance, as well as timc ane pffort recuired to walk to Manila, I
had Major Camacho hire a box car from the MRR. After arranging for officers
of the MMD ro meet the no¥ car in Pole, Bulacan, 1 EFoarded the car on the
night of November 24, 1943 with twn men, 5Sgt. C. Cornel and Set. Cadizen
with onc 30 calibre machine fun ard two tommy puns. We placed Nipa shingles
in front =f the d 0rs, as 1t it were a carge of Hipa, eand had the door
padlocked from the cutside. Camacha was statione * on the front £ the

with 2 vocket full of Japanuie war ncotes for greoasing any squeaky

S. Time doesn!t permit reccuntin: the harrewving <details of the trip
but we fFinally made it to Pola 1bout midnight where we were met by Col. Jorpe
Sanchez . thoen commancing officer of MMD. ilar arrival . oy headquarters was
established at Fo tagbaz, Pelo, Pulacan.

ag nimtaioned earlier, Al jendre Santes and Fausto Alberto had been
sent to Manila in June of 1942 They were lIater assisned ag the first C:0
and C of 5. regpectively, of thoe Manila Distriet hy Cant., Barker, The units
orzanizcd by them were deslen: t.of ctor squadrons, Manila Mstrict. After
the canture ¢f Santas {p early oy ey vy VA7 ueLhoer oll leer recoruited
by him nucceeded te the command b fore the eayture of Tarker. This wWas

I':'EltI'iCi- '..F:I-L‘..-_ '-!*:L:" -‘l.i:l!L Cal . i P LS00 Wi “- i LA reverted G IE:-[L"]*-

I.i.}:_:i.'ﬂflf.' Activities Lor Ly f'|ae=.,"'.r5|.','u':r:rt'r. By mld-1943 I direeted the reorgani—
zation ©° the Manila Nistrict int the Mandils Military f 1lowine a renerally
military structure. Erom that tise an thore was Patrly stable MMTD ereand
zation cven though we lest o pumber of tl seniar ofFicers, includd4ddg Cnl

Pat GGatson.,

When the orpanization

n). Patricip Crnzaloez ek ol
1. Wistrimunde Ot cOric
Col. durust o Kuenventura
Col. Eduar:'o Rahia
Col Obir Poncan
!:r-\..: :H”_.rj.,:

lst Inf. Repiment - 1oL Blancatlor
11th Inf. Zepipont - LOL alfreds Memije
g

2lst Inf. Reoin ng — LLL Capnbres
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May 23rd was the birthday of Bol Lanham since there were
Very mcogre rations available we sent a messenger to Manila te Ramona
Snyder. a Filipina marricd to an American prisoner in Cabanatuan. Mana
was one of that brave band of pirls, a1l ng with Raymunda Guidwte and
many others, who had "w.en smugpling (oo and medicines into the con-
centration camps at Cabanatuan and to the purerrillas.  Ske had been
contacted a year beforc to hel [ob wher he was viry sicl. and had nursed
him back to health. Afterwards she ceontinued helpine him with medicines,
money and Intelliyrence informaticon. Mon. broupht some pondies from
Manila 2nd we celebrated Bob's 25th, | Eel{, it was, birthday in
Nalsian. Mona larer became cne f iy most valuable intelligence opera-
tives, but mcre sbegt that later when I talk abcut the Manila Military
District.

Major Lapham, upon jeinins me had DECT egsipnoted as Inspector
General of ECLGA with the added responcibility for cverseeing all units
ip Pangasinan. Tarlac and Nuev: Ecija. He stave! with me until late
July of "43 whilc we completod arganization -f th, lst Provisional Re-
giment ¢f Panpacinan. This unit was under Cart. Clarc Camacho and later
under Maj. Antrnio Jimenez when (lare wasg promoted and sSs<lpned to GHQ ,
ECLGA. This Regiment, later to hecome the Ist Fangasinan Regiment,
PTMD, include? the townsg of bayombeng, Bautistn, Alcals and Sto. Tomas,
In late June, Lapham and 1 procecded by boat on the Arue river to
Labrador, Pangasinan, Here we irducted unive which were 'esipnated the
3rd Provisional Repiment of Panvasinan {eommaended by Licut, Col. Riza-
lino Llamas) This unit includcd tih tewns of Labrador, Sual and
Lingayer. ¢ was irn Labrader where we {irst met Capt . Charles U, Putnam,
anothcr wining engincer with an artillery commission who had been cut
off during the Japanese invasion of Lingayen Culf. .- had been helping
to orpanize the upnits in the area of Labrader. He wias accompanied by
a Lieut. Thomas Dapgct. We brdueht Putram and Dagget back to Bayombong

with us and later assigned Futnam as the commanding oflicer of the PTMD.

After returniap to Harvombon~ from Lalirad r, wo rcceived con-
firmed intelligence of the capture of Maj. Kalph vracper and Capt.
Thomas Jones, both of the 26th Cavalry, ey were scen and spoken te
in Nueva FEeija.while rrisoncrs of the Jananese Froveer, who was .0
of the North Luzen Guerrilla Area ander Thorpe wae later oxecuted while
Jones liwvaed threcugh the war as o prisoner and is one f the few 26th
Cavalry officers still alive. So because of thos T-UulﬂmentH,ELthﬂm
felt he should got back to his orpanizations in Nucva Ecifa so we parted
a few days later. nol continued orpanizing and cerating in Eastern
PEI.['[E‘.E‘.EiHEln and Nuewva ._4:'1_] with oroat cffectivenoss. 'W-u_-UF.‘T: after [
procecederd to Manila »n Nov, 28, 1943 1 lost eontoct witl hin. DPuring
1944 T was viery busy in the Manil- e, Incloding o trin o Mindoro
in Ff.-'[‘:ru:’t‘.r'_‘.a" and i'ch had been moving frequently, ineluo - §

Daler, so I nover saw him apain until liberation, Magir
another ~fficer whose courage and conduct wero vXemnpl ary
a legendory ficurc as head f apham's Guerrillas .’

Meanwhile, after Lapham let't T procec o 10, © e Corlos andd
organize< the 2ad Provisional Reyp iment uni'or 0] (Judee) Juan A, Benitez,
This unit coyerad the towns of Snn Carlus, Malasigui. Calasino and!
Dagupan. 1. dcacquarters of the PTMD was establishe! in San Carlos
with Wl I ijI\itEZ C”nﬂllrrtr‘ltly 10 EXE ,!-_.“1-_{1_,51. J.'Jl_i.l.-.t_.l_.‘ ATk r the capture
of Capt. Putnam in a barric of Apuilar, and his lates xecutien, 1 pre-
moted Johnny Renitez to his position. Il served In this position with
great distinction throuph the Liberation and lived to sopyve his country
in several lmportant :owvernment positions after the wa When he wne.
promoted as commanding officer of EIMB, LCL Feli-o V1] tanvous became
the repimental commander of the 2nd Pangasinan Reyriment .
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PANGASINAN-TARLAC MILITARY DISTRICT (VTMD,

In light of the dangevous situnticn in Manila in early March
of 1942, I changed my plan an” procceded te Tarlac. On the trip north
from Bataan I wa accomnanied conly by Spt. Processo Cadizon and we were
met in Porac by Clarc Camacho, whom I hod sent some time before to re-
connoiter and make contocts in Tarlac 2.4 Pangasinan. Claro had been
a Sgt. in the 24th F. Repiment ('S), whe ho! escg0 from Pataan and
Joined us at 8o0. Timbo., His kB netown was Bayosmbonge, Panzasinan where
we finally cstablished our base of operations feor ~rranizing Tarlac,
Pangasinan and rorts of Nueva Fcija over the next few months until Nov-
ember 24, 1943, Claro was crmmissioned as a Cant, in ECLGA =nd later
promoted to major ~fter ~rganizine the Ist Panprsinan Resiment. Later
5till he was cransfurred to CHQ wiere he bicame «bhe hief Sipnal Officer
during the liberatior period

After leaving Porac, the thr  of us pa. ©d Jirectly through
Fort Stotsenbers, then Leing used ag 4 Japones. s In fact we slept
overnight and spent one full day in Bo, Sapane DAt which a=s many of
you kncw ie wilthin the hase where many of the Scevts Famities 1ived.

ded cross

The followingy rnight we crossed the Japancse airfiell and prroced
country thr i Mabalacat and Bamban, then along the rilioad to Capas
and Tarl-ce,  aAfcor skirtdng the town of Tarlac we apain follewed the
railroad to Panigui where we arrived ilarch 16Lh and were met by some of
the troops that were to hecone the lst Tarlae Resimont - PTMD}, under
Capt. Herminlgilde Reyez, Thic unit also included “toneada, Gerons and
Anac as well as Nampicuan in Bueva Eeida. After the “eath of Capt.

TS |

neyes this unit w3 taken owver v Lt, (lator ). Jnse: Maristela.

While speniding the rext four woeks nrpanizing in that area 1
had gotten a message to Lieut, Robert Lapham who b7 heen orpanizing
in Nueva Ecija, He juincd me in Anac, Tarlac on Anril . 20th, ‘43, It
was at this time I lcarned from Bob that we had both been promoted to
major by Gen. MacArtlur as a
to GHO recommending - tws gracd. prometicn [ . r = 1 - { the=se whe jrined
him in crganizing tho puerril. ' ferees. Peb had reccived the confirm-
ation message from Maj. Walter Cushing who still hat! o radin in the
north, before hi. capture. Walter wos ancther one of those true heroes
cf the resistance movement who wos beheade | after - long period of suffer-
ing and torturc. Mo was, incide: tlly, the brother of Maj, James Cushing
who commanded the guerrillas in Cebu.  hoth had he mining enpinecrs
in the Philippines heforc the war, with resers "ficer commissinns, and

both served with grect couarapeo ~nd sigtinet jon,

T
result of : radio messro. s.nt by Therpe

i,
]

(U May #t
planning -~ party f r my birthdsv op the 9eh. 1! ! ly for the party
but fortunately for us, our intelldigence unit ve. s ! g tne Japanese
had learned of wr positien and core comversging from . pr ot wee—=
Moncada and Pariged in Torlac ardd Covapo in Nueva i f W wiere able
to evad: the raidin: forece an? withdrew t- a bareds of Mancada whore we
had 2 Lirthday ook ~n May 4th in spice of the Japanese, Over the next
ten daye the Jopevese poerols {n Tarlac Loeame 1o wressive o I
decided to move Lt :;:*.},mmhvn',.. LIICE ACTON Jick ' vinelal bnorder we
would Ge in the toeritory of ncther Japone cgerneder and fortunately
thf"-}’ eddrdn 't cunrerate with cach ihhvier e W] ] .‘-T."J.'*.-.'."E..' wi moverd ot -
across Low Mangalol whieh is 5 lorge swmpy o0 1e rlorin the two
provine +5 between Tarlac and Panpasihan. W 8gu:l Lhe Arno river in-
toe Uo. Manambong then to o, Nalsian, 1 th of Poyen, nge P;Hhﬂlhilﬂﬂt n
May 1%th,

iy bel Laphor wos stil) with m an’ the boys were




From early Qctober '42 until late February, 1943, I stayed with
Boone. We travelled all over the northorn half of Bataan, including
crossing the mountains to Moron and bapae, organizing units. Tt WAS nct
until 1 January, 1944 thatr I changed the desisnati-n from Northern Bataan
District to the Bataan Military District. By that time, it had grown c
close to almest 3,000 cfficers and men.

When the BMD was recrpanized it was cemposad of the following:

District Headquart.rs

———

C.0. - Majer Jzhn Loone

L. of S, = Col, ‘Jose Bernalos

G-1 & Adj. Gen - LCL Felix Guerrero
G.Z - LCL Crispin Reves

C=3 + Col. Jose Innocoencio

Insp. Gen. - LCL Antonio Trinidad

lst logiment - 13111_-:]L£ih€1r|

- LCL Ceferino Reoala
- Maj. Santiage Sadgad

2nd Hegiment - I[s_':n]r.:F::‘!,-f".-'Lhua;'..‘!}'
~ LLL Anastacio Valencis

3rd Hegiment - Morong/Bagac

-

= LCL Andres Mipano

4th HL!E;.]'.,["'luII‘_rt = ”.'1_]_.'!‘,', ra Li_:n."',j\,’

L Federico Lumbre

fovside Drigade - nmal/Orani

= LCL Victoric Abad

menticne:d earlier, ¢ had ssume ! mand i ECLGA on Januaty

2lst, 1943, upen vearning of the eanture of WrRer while T was

still in Gataar., T inte Feb. o f '43 th NYpanizatj structure and
authority in ji:tasn was well est blished and y atreniy o and presence
was needed in Man'ls an-d din the “tlur provinces of Contival Luzon,

Lol Boone 1n Yate ciruary and headed for lampanga with the
intentivm of vLjne ¢ Meanll befoar arganizing thy remaining proevinees of
Central Luzcn. After the loss f Santos, n. “qe officers reecrufited
by Andey succecded to bis positicn and ecarrg 7Y dis name was Patricio
Gonzalez, whose pom- le=puirre wns Col. PP ot Col, Gatson had re-
establishe: Contace with most of those oreanized hy Andoy and continued
building: the Organization, cspecially the intelligence network. FPocauge
of the capture of several loy people at this time, Fousto Albertno sent
word that it was not advisable For me to come to Manila at that time.
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nizing a4 communityv defensec uni: among people 1in his town. Th
leutenant Abelardo de Diog who was inducted into FOLAGA by Capt. Barker.
After this, he becan to rapidly expand his organization as a puerrills
force which became the lst Pampanpa wooiment on August 18th '42, and
later st1ll the nucleus of the Pamp :ngn Military NDistrict (PMD) on March
3, 1363, On August 18, 1942 T had pone to “ra. kita t induct this unit

as a Regiment,
Following the induction. T hid scheduled 1 meeting with Col, Gyles
Merrill, Lt. Col. Peter Calyer, Captains Crane and Kadell and a civilian
engineer bv the rame of Taple of Magple who were hedns hidden by the
Jingeo family in Lo, Natividad, Guagun after escaping from the death march.,
For security reascns, Col. Merrill acked tha Ering many troops with
me 30 I sent most of nmy security hack to herdquarrers and proceeded with
one man, Spt. Processo Cadizon. to L mect ing. At that hose of-
ficers were not interested in etting Involw ' e

After a ploasant but useless meeting, T loft

time, I was su™ 7. rine from dysentervy and recovering eem o A so Processo

that

nad arranged for a caraban sled Lo carry m« AL about 9:730 te 10:30 PM we
WEre nearise Lo, alone Santeol. Parar when we bearr th. ‘lops barking. Jpon
learning et A unit of HUKS had storped for the night, 1 decided to ap-
preach theid -armander to try and stop the fichting ? 2tween our troops,
walked i » fhe bahay he was usine and introduce A mysgell, After he reco=-
vered from his shock, and learnd! that T lone with ope man, he asked
Be ouLalue ana or’ared his men to surrcund ; In my weakened condition,

1

as they thr«v sh_1ls into the chambers, 1 blacked out. When I regained

eREciturn.Hs8, 1 was in a hut, with Processe holdir o my head in his lap,

lcr'y one guard. I was paralesed tor some time after beinpg censcious
but fortunately hal .he presence of mind to remain ¢uiet as feeling re-
turacd to my body.

Outside, we could hear Argumenc goi: Jhat nad saved me was
the fact that cne of the HUKS was cnc of My scadiers from Troop G of the
26th Cavalry. He was arguing that [ wasn't a German HPY Puring the ar-
gument, the guar? gent outside ts observe and by then 1 had enough feeling
back that Trocecss was able €O det e out the hack into a cane field where
we escapec. From that time until liberation thoers was open warfare het-
ween the HUKS -5 ECLCA. Most . - the FPLGA mer Killed In action were
killed by HUKS K What a travesty of potriotisms

After escaping, I et back to the | o Maj. Ocampo in 'orac.
efore 1T could precocd from Porac to the hoadau “rere In Bo. Timbo, it had
been raided by the Japanese. While they didn'’ il 7w Loadenarters, and
Capt. Barkaer had evacuated LofFere the raied e oo 1] Lipates e ore aware
of the headquortire so it was necessary Lo move,  Heconyge nf | ingering
effects of ay "strake'., or what.ver It was, Yarker and | Coe'dad Fo go to
the hideout +f % i1 and Martin Fasseth in the hillg o ove Floridablanca
where thev.. wore alout 65 Amcricans ine Luding o Dr. Worshall. The doctor
acviged “hat [ zhauld rest -+, r stveral weeks as T war suffering from many
probleme inciadin: hirh blore Prossure,  This vas varly Soptember "42 so
G Lhe next two weeks we regted.

At Er vy aned T s . ey lonving cogamp b Lill
Fagsot} .rker hunded back ¢ rAC anc . Rita whoere he made eentret
with ‘- Dios. After Prepariss the way, in the latter part of Octoher "42,
Cnl. d¢ Dios escortel Capt. Marker to Manila wis 12 . ata. Tnes, bettis,
them by dupout te ¢ 1la Paz, Sap awimon, thru Minalin on to Ma LRI oY
te Do, Sta. Lucia in Calumpit. There, rthey were moef tv Andoy Sancos
escerted them to Ohan o then Tondo,Manila. Do P ctuped to PPop
and Barker Stayed with Santos <p ™ nil. ML aenut Dorlkor and Mass
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sulting from the HUK encounter, we decide! thar I wuld proceed to firm up the
organization in Bataan whilc Barker would go to Manila in my place. Therefore,
after resting, I procceded to Bataan and Rarker started back to Sta, Rita.

PAMPANGA MILIT/FY DISTRICT (PMD)

In uncrerstanding the history of ECLGA ~nd FMD, you must be aware of not
only the mochanics. hut 1k probloems of crganizing. Recause of the Intense lo-
yalty of the citizenry, the apancse were less of 2 preblom than one organiza-
tion which, hecause of its marxist ideology, tocane ~ur greatest haedache,

As ment ioned carlier, in Central Luzon onlv two rucrrilla orpanizations
apart from LL{ . werce offective. (I do not conslder Mrj  Robert Lapham's Nueva
Ecija/Eastorn Pangasinan unlt as separate from ECLGA since Lapham's authority
derived from Thorpe and Barker. [ will comment further this unit when I
discuss Yangasinan, Tarlac, and Nueva Feija.) Of the twon, the BMA of Col. Alejo
Santos was effective them throughcut. But the Hukbo ng Bavan Laban sa Hapon,
better known as the RUKT ALAHAP, or just HUKS, were a problen from the beginning:
frequently, HUK units would enter barrir and disar. these guerrillas who were
pPart of ECLGA As many of yecu may aoow, the HUKS werc the military phase of the
United Frun Party and headed by a military committee. While this RTOUp magque-
raded as agrarian reformers, therc as that af Mao Tze Tunpg. In point of fact,
our Intelligence indicated that some ~f their supplies actually came from Man
on the Chinese mainland . Meanwhile among those HUV Joaders in Junce of 1942 yasg
one who was to later become HUK SUPRFMO. His name was Luis Taruc and at that
time, his title was "Political Cermissar” of their Squadron 3B. While he was
supposedly conly responsible for political indoctrinarion of troops,; he was for
all purpeses the commander and he later bocame the zingle most powerful HUK,
even though ideologuus like the "Lavas. ma  have bLeen better known in the
beginning,

a
-1

Because -f ihe increasing level of conflict betwoen the HUKS and ECLGA,
Thorpe made centct with the military committee and arranged for a conference
toe try and ivron out the problems. On or ab-ab June 24th of 1943, Thorpe, Bar-
ker and several others from Thorpe's staflf traveled inland to a mceting with
the HUK military committee necar the slopes of Mount Aravat. Mt. Arayat and the
Candaba swamps had been the birthplace, as well as the foeal peint of the HUK
movement frcem its incoption. After suveral dowe of meetings, Thorpe returned
with a signed asreement that the HUXS would place themsclves militarily under
LGAF, and sto: the attacks on aur v-0ple, while LGAF/ECLGA would not interfere
with HUK political activities.

This exercise 1in “iplomacy by Thorpe was o measure of OUr naivete viz-
a-viz marxism in thosec diays. Obviously, tho HUge thrupht better of their bar-
gain after Thorpe left frr within a matter of wecks the wer: forging the sip-
nature of Thorpe, Barker and myself tr orders lirccting our units to turn over
their arms to the HUK squadrons. In Fotrespeet Thorpe was lucky that he was
not ”EliMiﬂﬁttﬂllihlriﬂ? the conference for shortly thercafter Luis Tarue lssued
a directive t. his uqits that Licut, Edwin P, Ramgcy was not an American but a
German spy prsing as an Americar; thac Ramsey was te I captured ard eliminated
at all costs. Hrow ii' I know of thi rer? I learpss the hard way, being cap-
tured by one ~f the HUK units and csecoping before helnp executed., How did this
come about? |

In July, Capt. Barker had met & yuunp teacher vrom Sta. Rita who had been
commissioned a fow week!! before the war hroke cut | ut hool net vet hepen 1591 ned
a unit. Ynable  to get an Assipnment after ooin: o, Sl on his cwn
he returned to Stn. Rite belfore the Japanesce arrivad and started Oy -
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Meanwhile. Tunediately upon mv learniny of th, carture of Barker,
around January 2lst f 1943, T dissued a renirad crder ¢ all units assum-
ing command of ECLGA. I was ac that time ip Bataan completine the orga-
nization of the Bataan Military District of ELe@A. It was only a matter
of a few weeks hefera our Intellirence reperts indicated that the Japancse
had now clevated me to No. 1 on thoedlr wanted list., As for the Luzon
Guerrilla Army Ferees, no one war over nble to estahlish cifective conti-
nuity over that command after the loss of Cel. Thorp Althouph Capt. Ber-
nard Anderson tried to assert such authority wi . ':ut success and Col.
Cykes Merrill made some unsaccessful «fforts in that direction during the

last few months of the occupation. Al rter Thorpe cach of the units functioned

Sseparately and lreetly under Gonoral Macarthur's headquartors as seon as
radio contact was cstabl ishe],

s I L rdrgﬂ‘inf ! N OVETEY L et ek = iﬁw| 1 d the HﬁLﬁﬁ O RAn~-
Lgation: - roally began in the niddle of June, ] N4, hen alter his re-

turn, Cant. Yarker and 1 started creanizis unitn i th arac, Panmanga

1

aren in cricr to thsure, tc the extent pooony the sccuricy of cur
headquarters, At first we CXperigemted wirh treanizational structure
foerming se-called Squadrons, first started hv Col. Thorpe, as the major
units Later, these squadrons hecame repiment s compesed of platoons, com-
panies and battalicns, which were parts of Military Pistricts After the
indtizl units were formed during the perind of July t Sentember of 1942
we expanded thege v establishing Military Distict Commands as mpidly

A8 circumstances permitted. These wir. as follows:

Pampanga Military District

Batasn Military District
Pangasjinap-Tarlae Military District
Nueva Ecija Military Distriet
Manila Military District

Bulacan Military Districr.

Lefore going into the chroncleogy of {ts reanization, I should
explain the Procedure we nused. Intoe! vinence nporitives WCre sent inte
a barrio, town ~r. ther lncality te determine th loyalty of the ]leaders,
We arranced clandestine meetin s to determine ok ' j :uéi]in;nuyﬁ to urpa-
nize the peoplc in thair sphere of influence. Upon ccceptance, thes
leaders werc inducted inte the organization. In manv 'ses, the loeal
leaders wer: nnt military men. so w would select from crowing number
of escaped or releascd off jcere ant soldicrs those to b 15sipned as
deputics to the civilian lea'vrs to previde for orpanizational structuring,
training and operastions, Thisg SVstem was penerally used ot a1l]l levels
eXcept in cascs vwhere natural lcaders had eoop N0 started Forming
resistance Hnits on their own hefore wa k¢ Fotne . Thire were many of
these and most wer happy tn join ue 4 « n "oy werc contactoed. After
units ha’' ' _en Craanized, Barkor anp W Al e T in< induer the whele
sroup We would then init.ats e b ! A trainine program and
then move on to the NexXt eroun,

In late Junc ~f 42, we had ip RITeE 88 Ale jandro Santos ange! Faust
Alberto into ECLgy, siloy was a writer ane Fausnt 1 litective, both from
Manila. They were o Lready printing: ine divtriluein repaganda paper
from Ro. Timbo when we arrjved, Thiy became twe of nyr Lirst cenverts
and the first hiads sf intcilipence and prepaganda for GHO, FCLCA. Ln
July of "4 they were sent co Mandly to o pather inceld Lrenee and beyin
collecting loyal and rapakle Perple as o f wndatien for what became the
Manila Militnry Fintriet. Ly & Heiks PrAor to oy FIrset sirioue HOK prob-
lem, Santos had organized a cadre of ke Y People in Manjla and wanted ither

Barker to or e to come nnd induct, th 8¢ péople 1. inat [T L ~eorif i ence and -mo-

I'EIIE. .I Wwds Lo o I.-|.|: f R 2 B 2 tuf Y IR AaG ';f‘lf |'|.__-[' t liie Iin 4 | EI"I[; o
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Meanwhile, the tepinning of the gnc for this maenif{:ent
Regiment came on April 7th, 1942, at 11:00 ~1," when the 26th Cavalry
was releascd from Luzorn Force reserve to the 11 Corp: under Major Gene-
ral George 'i. Parker It was thon assipned to the remnants of the 3lst
Division under 3rig. Gen. Clifford Bluemel who also had the 31st US In-
fantry Regiment assiazned to him at that time. After the Japanese forced
our withdrawal from positicns astride Trail 7 near Irail 10 above the
Limay/Lamao road on April 7th, Gen. Bluemel ordired 2 new lefensive po-
sition along the south bank cf alongan river bv dayl ight of the 8th.
After suffuring heavy Jape ese tank and intaniry attacks during the day,
Bluemel orederad lurther withdrawal after dar'., TIn thc confusion, Troan
G last contact with the remaindcer of the Repiment and withdrew westward
up the southern slopes of JMt. Limay. Havinp been cut off from the remain-
der of our forces, Troop G. having the 2nd squadren iicadquarters of Maj.,
James Blanning with Lus, continued to withdraw through the mountains and
jungle arriving above Mariveles on . he morning of April 10th. Learning
then from the stragnlers of the 5urrundeg of the Luz . n Foerces by Maj. Gen.
Edward King on April Sth, Majer Blanning~ eave those ol us remaining the
option of surrender or attempting escape.

Capt. Joseph R. DRarker II. Troop G commander and I elected
to take our chances. The unit disbanded and Joe Barker and I climed to
the top of Mt, fiariveles, After negotiatinge the crater rim of Mariveles,
we descended the NE slopes and then up and over Mt. Samat which at that
time was still solid jungle. Proceeding dewn the northern slopes of
Samat, we reached the Orion-Bagac road which we rossed between movine
Japanese colupns during the nipht of April l4th. From then on we followed
the frothills, paralleling the road and the de~th marci, a fow kiirmeters
inland. Arter reaching Dinalupihan, Bataan we reste-! for » few days and
then proceeded on April 18th to the hills above Porac, Fomnanga, where we
arrived on .April 23rd the barrio of Timbo, the place ther. the FCLGA was
born a little later.

some of you may wonder what Barker and I had in mind when
we decided to Lry to escape rather than surrenicr.  We both knew that
our military :situation was hopeless, As 1 matrer of fact, Gen. Wain-
Wright shared mess, such as it was, with the officers of the 26th on the
night of Mirch Yth At that time, he £0ld ws ur rations, already down
to 2 few ounces a d2y, could only last 30 days. Very nrophetic!
Anywav, Joe and I decided to Lry to make our way un to fampanga, then
dcross to the Sierra Madre mountains, down to the Licel and hopefully
then te Mindanao and on south te Australia. Now, to connect this original
plan with later develupments, we have t BG back te January, shortly before
the Luzon Force withirew hehind th MLR, which Lhe idrien-Bapac road.,
At that time, Lt. cnl. Claude Tharpe, formerly Provost Marshall of Fort
Stotsenberg, and anotlier cld cavalryman, was sent t cuph the lines and
out of Bataar with a small groun of nfficers and men by Gen. McArthur with
the mission of eéstablishing resistance forces hehivd enemy lines We knew
that he was poin Lo locate his headquarters on Mt. Pinatubo, behind Fort
St{}tﬁf'ﬁlrir'f-;., LWALL. Barker an:d I decided Lo pass Yw and sco Col. T horpe
before Proceeding south, By chance it turned - i0, Timbr where we
landed wng me ~f hin supply points wvhich m el 5% tor us to locate him,

y, .
From the Hi.ﬂr‘}’ o Col. Wo: Chianedl. 2k walry Regiment

5-3 publishi 4 in the Armored Cav-lry Journal
“Cenfdirmed by the Diary of Majorll. Blanriong written in POW
Camp Cabanatuan before his Jdepteh




WAR REBELS

THE EAST CENTRAL LUZON GUERRILLA AREAY® - -

ORIGINS AND ORGANTZATION
Col. Edwin P. Rams.ov

Thure have been many publiciations on various guerrilla units and
their activities in the Philippincs during World War II. But nome have
ever befor« houn writen with anv cuthority or comprehensive knowledge
about the East Central Luzon Guerrilla Area (ECLCA). What has been writ-
ten has been fragmentary at hest and in many cascs inaccurate, This was
the largest and certainly one of the most respected of those guerrilla
units which paved the way for, and asslsted the returning forces of
General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, Three thousan! seven hundre:d
(3,700) officers and thirty eight thousand five hendred (38,500) % men o
ECLGA were attoached to the 6th Us Army of General Voleor Kreuver in
Central Lpz-n during the liberation campaign. Unhappilv, less than 19,000
Texained " the recognized rosters after revisions were made by AFWESPAC
and PHILRYCOM in 1546748, Over 2,000 were killed or mission in action,
with many more wounded, captured, and tortured. Thes. are only statistics,
but they give somc idea of rhe s1ze, scope and «ffeectivencss of this or-
Zanization.

Why s this story never before been told? cause 2ftor a year
‘spital, subsequent to m recurn on June 16th, '45 to th States,
nave the emotinal stability teo think about it and 1 wae the only

ettt alive with a comprehensive knowledge of the TCLGA's history from
beginning to end. At first I tricd, hot sutfercd a nervous breakdown-
Fotﬁﬂanﬂt&:ly. I st111 have the manusceript I prepared with a ghost writer
from notes I had and from memory, in 1945/4¢. This wog during the year
L spent in and out of Winters Ceneral Hospital in Topcka, Kansas. It Was
these recollections that led to the breakdown. . One day, I will put 1t

all together in g publishable form.

This papcr, due to time constraints will dcal principally with

it
the origins and frganization of ECLGA. Howover. 1 will be
questions outside the 'scops of the parcr during the open forum.

glad to answer

Meanwhile, 1 am tetting ahcad of mysclf. ‘ow did it all come
about? How did I get 1nvolved? As a ‘backgrounder”. 1 arriver in the
Philippines in early June of '4] as a 2pd Lieut. comine from the 1lth
Cavalry in Californta and assigned to the 261): cavalry Repiment-
Philippine Scouts. shortly aftcr arrival, I was promcted to jst Lieut.
Serving as : platoon leader of Troop G through the fall of Jay ian, The
26th was pare of the non-divisional units attached to the Philippinc
Division (Ps) commanded by Mainr General Jonathan Wainwright, deing an
old covalryman. and knowing Its advanced Atate of reasiness, he committed
this great Resiment in almost every major delayine aetion (rom Damortis
to Batazn. During this campaipn, the 26t] Lavalry wrotc onc of the most
brilliant chapters in the annals of the US Hors, Cavailry's histaory, bul
it suffercd tirrible losses. That is another ipnertant part of history
which mu ¢t be told fully some time. L

* . . " . : . ,

Paper read at the Hiastory Seminar of the Natiornal Historw
; 1] m, i i
Institute on The h5gi}5tuncv Hiﬁmnmnn_ Murin: World War I1 ., held at the
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National Library Auditorium, Motro Manila Hﬁ_ﬁgpiﬁt

1
AFWESPAC Guerrilla Affairs Rocords - 1946




