&Tm- Lt 'E'ﬂ'l BI T-l
SERRAN, Lt Col P,

67th Infantry (LAPUS)
SMITH, Lt Cel C. M.
STRAUGHN, Col Hugh

Tﬁﬂm. ﬂup‘t
Tagbon=}aus el ay=-Balaynan
Fedaration

TOBIANOEA, P,

VELLSCO, Mesyor
VERA, Luis de, 3rd Lt
VILLAOJ.DO

VILLASENCR

VINSQEB Guerrillas
VINSONS , Hon W. T.

Z..BAXT, Lt Col M, M,

B a2 e ol

Former PC medicel lieutonant,
Now Chief of Steff to ESCUDERO,
G=2 to PERALTA, 6th LD, Fanay,
until March 194L.

A.I.B., representative on Samar,
Original leadcr end fcinder of
Filipino=-ime ricen-Irregular
Troops in central Lumn, Cap=-
tured by Japanese, ESCUDERO
elaime to have roccived colonelcey
from STRAUGHN,

Guerrills lecder cn Burias Island,

Waz namod by LAFUS as the acting
Engineor Officer in c tontatiwe
organization plan for the 5th MD.
Puppet meyer of Libon

LAFIB of ficer,

Cuerrilla leeder in lazbetc,
Doclarcd "cnomy® by 6th MD.

No other dotails lmown regerd-
ing this guorrilla axcept that
he refuscd to accent en offor by
ZAEAT to jcin hin,

Formor governor of Cemcrines
Norte, founder of VINSUKS Travol-
1ing Guerrilles originally in
Cemarines Nertc, Unit now hooded

by BOAYES, "Turko".
Former PC Constebulery traffic
Lt., Now luader of unit in .lbay.

Lagg

8,9410,11,12

2

9,10
§,10,11
5,11
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LLENARIZAS, Maj A, P,
LOMERO, Capt Antonio

MARKTNG Guarril'as
MARQUEZ, Lt Igmedio
MATA, Lt Cal
LEDINA, Lt

MERCADC , Capt J

MERRIT, Capt Pedro
MIRAUMA, Capt Juan

MOLIN.S, Lt

MONTILLO, Leon

OC.MPO, Cept ulfredo

OLINQUO, Lt

OLONDRIZ, Msanuel

OROBla, "Generel" Gerardo

PABICO, Lt

PaDUa, Cept Teofilio
PLLNCL, Lt Carlos
RELUNIL, Lt Col L, R,
REMPILLO, Meyor
RUIVIVAR, Capt A,
HEYES, Lt Dominador

8.NDICO, Maj Francisco

S/NIN, Maj J,. R.

SJNTOS, Capt

S4UNLR, Capt

SOl

Foce
Former FC officer., Nuw G=2 T
ZABAT 's unit.
Important offlcer an LAPIB'
staff, Accused of murder of
ECUDERC man by ESCUDERO.
Cantral Luzon guerrille orian-
izatim;
(n LAPUS' staff,
Camarines Sur puerrilla,
Covernor ESCUDERC leader,
Anicable to union with LAFUS,
According to a 6th MD repcrt he
waza beaten and tortured by - amo
LAFUS men,
Former assistont Provincial 5a6
Insuector, Albay FC, ow with
SANDICO, '
Leader of unit on Sanmar, 911
Friendly with LaPUS,
Fcrmer sergeant, Fa, Leader of 132:300h:5,
unit in Cemarines Sur, sscoci- 78,9410
ated with LAPS,
Leader of small unit under 648
ZAB.{T,
Pre-war mayof of Jovellar,
Loyal, Hed small unit, Now
with ORCBILA,
sdjutant General en ESCUDERO
staff. Member of SLYOC-OLONMDRIZ-
OCHMPO eliquao,
Formerly joint leeder with Lt
CARO of T.H.B. Federstion guer-
rillo unit, Now vith PADUL,
Former Sorsogon civil offiecial, 10,11
Now G=4 for ESCUDERO unit,
Former itinerant artist, Now 2.'&
leader of unit in Llbay.
Important of ficer on DLINELL's . 5
staff,
Loader of Emp Iﬂﬂrﬂg Unit in 1.2,3..!;._5,?'1’0
Cemarinee Sur, Formor co'mn=-
elllor wit): Z4ARLT.
Purported civil engineer ssid 11
to have connecticns with STRIUGHN,
et prosent with ESCUDEROC,
assistant G-2, 52nd Div, S5th MD,
Former Major, UBAFFE, Chief of
Staff to PER.LTL, 6th MD,
Former mayor of Oas, now officer
on LB.T's staff,
Comuands a ZAB.T unit in Tawi-
Tabacc area, «lbay,
Important L.PUS junicr officcr,
Former Provineciel Inspector FC,
albay, Now lecder of a pucrrilla
unit in .Jlbay.
2uBIT officer in cormend of a
*regiment®.
Fomer FC officer, ESCUDERD
hostile to BARROS' sugrostion
thet SUNTOS be compromise cholce
for CO, 5th MD.
ZABLT staff officcr,

134546,
74849410
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ESCUDERO, Jatenie Son of Governur ESCUDERC and
aprointed Deputy Governcr of lst
District, Sorscgen, by hin,

ESCUDERC, Manclo Son of Governcr ESCUDERO, .ld=
leged by L.FUS to have been
implicated in severcl crimes,

ESCUDERC, Salvadcr, Gov Loyal pre-war governor cf 1,2479849411,12
Sorsogcn nnd leador of suor-
rilla unit thero.

ESPINAS, Lt Sergio Small unit lecder ocococlated
vith S.DICO wham L.FPUS tried
to ccarce into joining with him.

VELLSCO Mayor of Liben, 194l.

FLILRDO, Lt R, ESCUDEROC of ficcr.

Blst Divisicn (Z.B.T)

52nd Division

Shth Rogiment (LAFUB)

55th Regiment (S.JDICO) Ml‘n“'“

55th Regiment (MIRWNDL) 20 AUG. 78

53rd Regiment (P.DUA)

5h4th BOYES Regiment

56th LiPUS Rogiment

FLORy Capt Faustino Formerly with FaDill. vnit. liow
leader of small unit in .Jdbay.
Pre-war corporel, Pl.

FLOR, Cept Julian Formerly with broeth.r, Foustino,

: Now lcader of small vnit in Llber,

FLORES, Lt LiPIB officcr. Wen at conforence
with ESCUDERC, .pril 19)\L, as
representative,

FRIV.LDO, Sgt in ESC'DERO man, allcgcd to have
beocn beaton by some LGB men,

FUTLL.LN, Lt LiFIB officcr. bccused of crimer
by ESCUDERO,

GLRCIA, Capt Undor Z4B.T. Wac dispotchod by
ZB..T tc forec HIRWIDL *into
linc®,

M]ﬂ. Pacif'ico Prc-war meyor of Juban, LCFEI'

GORIENEER Juneriean, Cited by CRCEL. a8
being a bandit loader. Now
thought to be with DIWITELAL,

GUCHUICO, lst Lt Ricardo Formcr district Surgecn, S5th MD,
Was with L.PUS, Sent to Loyto
end nevoer hecrd fram egain.

GUTIERREZ, 2nd Lt augusto Importont in LAFUS' unit,

HERNANDEZ, Capt Former gucrrille lcader, possibly
of Camarines Norte. Would not
join Z.B.T. 8Seid to heve boen
oexecuted by Jups,

HINTO, Sgt In LiPUB' unit. Emissnry of
LPl3, L.FUB hes applicd for ao
carission for this nan,

HONASLN, 1st Lt Romec 8-2 with L..FUS unit.

HUBILL., Rafecl Praminent LAPUS sympathizar,

HUEVGS, .ndros Prominent LAPUS sympathizor,
allegedly shot by ESCUDERO's
mon.

LLFUS, Maj Liserio Formerly IC hced in Sorscgon, 1244450647
Noew leader of unit in J.lbay 8,9,10,11,12
and Sorsogon,

L.REZL, Cept Luis Former @M of ficer, Pa, Exocu-
tive Officer to LiFUS,

LELIS, Maj Former smell unit lecder, Now 6y 7
G=3 for Z.BAT,

-ll -
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INDEX AND LIST OF PERSONALITIES

AGUILAR, Major
ALINDOGAN , Lt Alonso
ALTAREJCS, Lt A,
ANDERS(N, lMaj B L

-lHﬂI.h Deniel
AUREUS, Lt Lecn Sa

AVILES, Sgt

Bagong Katipunan
BARRGS, Lt R, C,
BOLYES, Maj F,, "Turko"

HWL. Glp‘h
CLERER.L, Lt Pacifico
Camp Balintawak

Camp Isarog

Camp Tinawagan
ﬂm. Hﬂ.j DI I-l
CiP.YiB8, Maj I, M,

CASTILLO, Lt
C.RO, Lt

C.STRO, Manuel de
C4ASTRO, Lt

CORNELL, Col

DLEP, Mayor

DELGO, Lt

DLINELA, Capt Dinasco
' DINO, Teodosio

DISCLYA, 3rd Lt Nicasio
m‘lﬂ. Capt

ELLSWORTH, "General" Edmund

Leader of small unit in Albay,
Trusted cfficer of LAPUS',
ESCUDERO officer, LATUS aceuses
him of complicity in murders of
several «f his reon,

Guerrilla leader in Tayebas i
BARROS his Bicol agent,

Second in command of DOAYES! be5eT
unit,

In L..FIB'" unit, Churges thot

ESCUDERC abducted his father and

aon,

Page
a
B

Se9ellel2

6
Sent by Maj .NDERSG te leok ever 3.10,12
Bieel situation,
Former finence sergecnt, low 1s2,3,4,5,748,10
leoding VINSCIS Travelling
Guerrillas,
hepertedly lmerican of ficor
connected with L.PUS.
Former Sorsogem PC officer,

Belieoved to still be with L.FUS,

Fﬂ'm{-r PC nffi'ﬂﬂr in iﬂhﬂ?.

Now with S.2DICO, i

Formor PC officer in -lbay. HNow
Chief of Staff fcr ZLB.T,

With L.PUS,

Former joint leadcr with Lt
OLINQUO of T.M.B. Federation
Guerrillas in Comarines Sur,

Now with P.DU..,

LB sent in applicaticm for
cormission fer this man,

In July Li, 6 Fhil pilots under
Lt CaSTRO reported to ESCUDERO
for duty,

Former UB.FFE of ficcr in conmand
Leyte-Sanmar arca, Surruvndored

to Japa,

LiPUB follower., Formcy maycr of
E“-l“ﬂﬂ-ﬂ- qui

L.PUS cofficer beyonettcd to

death by Japs,*

Guerrille leador of Cemp Tinawagen
unit of Camarinecs Sur,
Undersecrotary of National Def'ense,
Loyal, L.PUB backeor,

LIPS ﬂf‘fiual‘;

Masbate guerrilla lcader whaom
LiPUB attempted to get to join him,
SBupposedly replaced Col STRAJUG HY
88 head of FAIT, central Luzon
guerrillas, ESCUDERC cleimcd
"euthorization® from him, Nothing
Inewn of beckground, Pozaiblo
freud or alias,

LIFUB follower. L.IUS recanmcnded
this man for o camission,

113 i'll'l'lj'
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In May 1944, ANDERSCN sent Capt. BAR=08 to the Biccls with the
{dea of reconnoitering the situation; he also suggected that BARROS sce
whet could be done %o close the LAPUS-ESCUDERC rift. In TJuly, BARRCE
scunded out Gov, ESCUDERC with nc success.

The situaticm has remeined in this state to the present time
with each facticn meltreating the other's civilian adherents and killing
the opponent's men a8t eny opportunity. ESCUDERC has not neglected to ccn-
tribute a flow of intelligence matorial to GHQ, however,

Obstinate, and under the influence of the embittered SAXCC,
Governcr ESCUDERO hes nct shown himselfl an easy man to deal with, Yet he
still carries & considerable amount of prestige in the provinece of Sorso=
gon duc to his political conncctions, and no dcubt, due to his unit's
present strength, His greatost power is concentrated in the Irosin-Juban
arca. As of A& few months ago he was reported tc hove over & thousand men
in his eemp, probably half of wham werc nrmed,




e o

'a Gus 1a Unit: In June 1942, Major LAPUS decided

to disband his unit at Dolos until the Japanese pressure had relaxed.
Governor Salvedor ESCUDERO was to keep intact the extra=legal civil govern-
ment end round up funds and supplies for such time as the "Army" cculd
reorganize,

ESCUDERO did contritute a substontial emount of aid inciuding
B20,000 in checks fram the provincial government, Toward the close of
1942, the ESCUDERO-LAPUS unit began to breuk upe ESCUDERO later charged
LAPUE with misuse of the supplies and funds, LAFUS denied the chargoes and
asserted he could of fer documentary evidence of his innocence, ineluding
the uncashed checks,

Whethor ESCUDERO's smbition wasz the result of LAFS! "cmbezzloe
ment and banditry® as charged by ESCUDERO, or whotler it stermed from
ESCULERO's desire for personal aggrandizemcnt, as LAFUS acscrits, is not
clear. Ono report states that ESCUDERO was fired with ambition by one
Criscldo de la PAZ a civilian engineer who allegedly represe:ted Col.
STRAUGHN, Do la FAZ was suprosod to have told ESCUDERC that in exchango
for an importent post in ESCUDERO's organizaticn he could errange to get
him a comission as a Coloncl in STRAUGHN's FAIT.

Using the few men LAPUS hod given him as a nuclous and mansging
to obtein arms from severdl of LAPUS' disbanded men, ESCUDERO was able to
build up a sizeable group, LAFUS hed begun to rebuild his owm unit about
this time and pitched battles often occurred betwcen the two factions, In
March, Gov, ESCIDERO became ill and evacuated to Samar to reeupercto.
During this time, LAPUS was able to make sumc headway in strengthening his
unit and then persuaded MERRITT to drive ESCLDERO of f Samar.

ESCUDERO returned to Sorsogon and procecded to tighten up his
orgenization., By June 1943, ESCUDERO sent his son, Antonio, to Panay for
the usual pilgrimege to ask for authority to organizo the cntire Bicol
region. Peney had now teken the attitude of non-interference with internal

affairs of the S5th MD but stated they would aid in securing recognition for
anyone who could accomplish unificaticn,

ESCUDERO claimed an active unit of some 300 men by June 1943,
exolusive of reservists, but he mpparcntly did nct foel strong enough yet
to attempt the unification project., Antonic ESCUDERO was inclined to view
ZABLT's cendidacy os CO of the region with favor. Reconciliation with
LiPUS, in line with Col. RELUNIA of the 6th MD's suggestion, was out of the
quostion, SAYOC was apnarently ageinst the ZABiT alliance and the matter
wes dropped.

In July 1943, Gov., BESCUDERC announced the receipt of an order
fran Col, STRAUGHN of FAIT in Rizel Province promoting him to Colonel =nd
he warned Panay that he vould not tolerate their recogniticn of LLFUS,
Since he did represent lew end order and retoined ¢ substentinl degree of
power, he was able by early 194k to gein increasing supncrt from the
weelthier people of Sorsogon. In Merch, he drove LAFUS' group frum the
province leaving him small incfectual bends of sympathizers, mostly in
Bulan and Pilar,

In eerly 1944 also, ESCUDERO ecstaoblished contact with Major
SMITH on Semar and by april he was channeling intelligunee to SIITH, His
connceticns with ANDERSON in Teyabns were also amicaoble ot this time,

In Jpril 1944, LAPUS cgein sent cut fcelers foer a confercnece
at ESCUDERO's headgquarters in Irosin, Largely duc to JAntonio ESCUDERC,
the suggostion was accepted ond ceuticusly LAPUS scnt representatives to
Irosin, .agein the influcnce of SAYOC, 0C.iPO cnd OLCGNDRIZ on tho Govcrnor
blocked the effort to offect &2 reconciliastion,

PECLASSIFIED PER 4Cs LIk OB
20 AUG. 73 P 1. 1
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On 30 April 1944, @ conference batweon the LAPUS-ESCUDERO
facticns was arranged between representatives of both groups in Irosin,
Scrsogon. Antonioc ESCUDERC and Lt, MEDINA of the Governor's fretion were
coneiliatory; the Governor stated eslmost anyone but LAPUS would be accepe
ted by him a8 CO, tut the powerful SAYOC =0OLONDRIZ-OCAMPO clique of the
ESCUDERO unit were hoctime to any unificaticn and the conference was 8

failure,

Also in April, LAPUS re-sent through 3IITH a mesze’e tc GHQ
requesting P500,000 in cash or authority to print the sum in emergency
gurrency, “hich he had earlier submitted to FERALTA and found had not been
tranamitted, OHQ thanked LAPUB for his work and urged him to continue his
intelligence operations. He was told thot it woe not feasible tc afford
him the meterial assistance requested at the time, SHMITH, in July, cave
LAFUS an additional PB,000 for intelligence purposes,

LAPUB has been one cof the most cnercetie ccpirants for GHQ
reccgnition as CO of the Sth MD and elthough he has not becn cbove commlt-
ting seweral questicnable acts, it dces not appecr th=t hiz acticne hawvo
bcen os wentonly egressive in asserting his comand as ZABaT's. He scoms
sincore in his desire to unify the Bicols for cptimum pursusnee of the
COMDON CAUSEe.

Gn 19 Oectober 1944, LAPUS requested thc immediate sppointmoni
of & district commander in the Bicols to end the dispute there, stuting -
he was willing to subordinate his units under ony GHQ aprointcce Pending
such action, he asked for official recognition of hic Shth Infontry and
euthority to function independcntly.

As of 91 August he cleimed the aetive ctreneth of the S4th
Infentry was 2600 of ficers and mon, with a divis cn in reserves This
figure is thought to bo exoggerated, however, Pro:umaobly LAFUS was now
making his heedquerters in Albay Province, cince ZASAT raided the town of
Manito, Albay, in July 4 in reprisel for thelocal aid to LAFUS and
L.PUB' activity egainst him. 4 report to Captain JI'DERSCN by one of his
investigating officers, Capt. BJARR0OS, found the LAFUS trocpe the "moct
military* he had moet in the Bicols. Considerable intelligenec has been
sent by LiPUB to GHRQ.

1 Desipnaticn of LAPUS, ZADAT and S.1DICO Regimental and
Divisional Unitas:

LAPUS Jen = Mar 43 67tk Regiment (conperating with Panay?)
#ar - Sen 43 54th Regimont (ecoperating with Panay? )
‘ Sep - ? 43 56th Regiment (under S.NDICO)
Jen 4h Slst Division (CO LAPUB)
S4th Regiment (CU L.FUS)
59rd Regiment (CO MIRANDA)

ZABAT Aug U3 S1lat Division (CO ZABAT)
53rd Regiment (CO P.DUA)
: S4th Regiment (CU BOLVES)
. 52nd Regiment (CO SaNDICO)
(proposed only?)

3
E
g
SINDICO Sep U3 52nd Division (CO S.HDICO) 4

Shth Regiment (CO unlmem) g

20 AUG. 75

55th Regiment (CO SANDICO)
56th Fegiment (CO LAPUS)
(LAPUS Unit now withdrawn)

LAPUS organization changed designutions as unit cooperated
with :lt-ha:_' commends or developed its own acbitions. All three proposed
the respective divisions in expectation of GHQ recognition as Bicol

comander,
)
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Heentime, increasing fricticn had begun to dovelcp betwesn LAFUS
cnd Ltes S.Y0C. In September LiPUB chorged 8.YCC --ith insti;rting intrigucs
against him cnd summarily wusted S.YOC. S.YCC had be n dealing scerctly
7ith Gov, ESCUDERO, whe during LAPUS' *"lig=luw® poriod, h-d devcloped
militery ombitions of his omn ~nd wont over —ith hinm, By new fceling
betwe.n ESCUDERO cnd L.PUB becamo on open bresk, -nd charges ~nd crunters
chargea betweeon the 'two beeamo more intensa. This rift leter ro-wncd
serious proportions,

In Decomber 1942, L-JUS reccived o roquont from Colencl RELUNL.,
then Chicf of Staff of PER.LT.'s IV PI Corpe, regerding sotting u» -n
intelligence ncte. L.FUS wos then heving his honde full aveidine th

Jips, reorgmizing, cnd fighting ESCUDERC. 1In Iirreh 1943, L.JUS wu-s
finelly in = posit'en to sericusly cntertoin the proposal of the REL NLa
anissery: To constitute a recognized unit co the (7th Infantry Rogiment
under Jjurisdiction of the IVth Corps. L.JUS agrecd and ostablished rogue-
lar conteet with tho hosdquarters at Paney end bogan fuwaneling intclligence
to them, The IVth Corps was dissolved shortly eftcr, but L.PUB meini:incd
the 6th MD contoet, his unit redecignzted the 54th Regiment to confoim
<th the GHQ program of reconstituting militory districts, the Sicol rogion
couprizing part cf the 5th MD.

ot & canference in .ugurt at the camp of S.J0DICO, L.FUS rclin-
quishod his designation cs CU of his unit in frvor of S.NDICO for .he sake
of hormony end called it the 56th Regiment., Si/DICO osserts thet e had
at firet been approached tec scrve os military governor eof the rogfon but
hed declined saying that asartinl low 4id not logally coxist, ESCLDERU
elso chorged LAPUS ot this time with the unlowful docloration of mrrdicl
law. .fter the breek, L.PUS wont tc the 6th MD in P-nry feor asristcnco,.

The 6th MD cncourtdgeme nt clternotively of LLPUS, Z.BH.T cnd
ESCUDERO to unify the Bicols 'rith th: =7inner getting thw friendly -mnd
fram 6th MD, may hove inercesed the mount of intellipgenee flo-ing inte
their headguarters, but it ~lso icd to o compotitive roce thet fostoered
disruption within the Biecol crer, By sugust 1943, cech of thece gucrrilla
lezders cculd profer letters from Pcnoy implicitly reknorledging him cd
CO of the 5th MD onco the unification cech hed initiated s complctod,
Yot "hen the 6th MD would be o-Henled to by & lead r to scitle the aon-
fusion, thet hoadguarters we:ld aver it had no right to meddle in tho
internel offoirs of the 5th MD,

LAPUS rmct with thie cnswer cnd its usu-l tttondrnt 4~ ble=telk
upcan his visit to Penay in Novombor 1943. He ruturncd in January 1944 °
rnd started the skoleton of the unifiecation of the Bicel provinces also,
He ocontactod MIRMNDL and persusded him to Join up ca ¢ battelion of tho

Shth Rogiment in Comarines Sur, . fow smallor lecders were rlso brought
into the fcld,

The folloving February LiPUS was sble to goet in touch -rith Lt,
Cal, Charles SMITH cn Samar, cn SWPL agent. In Februery 1944, SMITH
radioced thut LAPUS had the foundation of = £ood intelligence net started
cnd that he had given LaPUS finencial assistance, In the next month ho
wired thet it a.peared ESCUDERO had managod to ottt LAPIB from the pro=
vinco despite LLPUB' claim that he hed the support of thoe peonle,

In ..pril LiPUS cantactcd Colonel .NDREWS in Negros rnd orreiged
to trensmit intelligence through Negroe faciliticsy &as his contcet —ith
SMITH hed become o 1ittle more difficult, He further cementod his friend-
=hip vith MERRITT on Semar and MIRND: in Camerines Sur, cnd in July wroto
Mcjor ANDERSON that he had succeeded in incorporating severnl moic smcll
unita into his comaend, By this time, despite S8.NDICO's cssort:cn thot
their errlior ogréemcnt still holdy LiFUS was opernting as virtunl CO of
the S4th Infentry,

DECLASSIFIED PER JCS LIR OF
20 AUG. 75
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SERRAN wrote ZABAT that if he could now whip LAPUS, MIRAIDA,
ESCUDERO end FLOR into line he wuld have effected theunification cf the
Bicols and the 6th MD would then suppcrt his cese for recogniticam by GHQ
as CO, 5th MD, Accordingly in February 1944 ZABAT dispatched SCAYES and
FADUA %o foree LAPUS and ESCI DERO to settle their rift and ssnt a foroe
under 2 Capiein GARCIA to compel MIRalDA to join him,

LAFUS opposed the move and infermed ZaBiT that the earlier 6th
MD instructions for LaPUS tc unify the Bimols still held and thet MIRANDA
was indissolubly with him, LAPUS further told Z.E~T that the S.JDICO
in<orsemcnt was invalid since he and S.NDICO were still in sgroement,
The result of Z.B.T's expedition under BOAYES is' not known but is belleved
to have bcen abortive,

In Jupe 1944, L.PUB attcmpted to fcree NOLILS, onc of Zab.T'e
leaders into loaving Z.BaT and joining his organization, with no zuccess,
In retalistion, Z4BiT with 90 men rn July 21 raided thc torm of Manite

in LAPUS" area killing several of the latter's fclleers end maltreating
civiliens,

Crafty ond unscrupulously zeglous in hiz ef"orts to capturc
comend of the Sth MD, ZuBLT has left few stones unturned in the effort
to realize his ambition, It is obvious thet he does not consider his
feilure to Teconeile the Sorzogon groupe 2 brench in the effectivencss
of his ability %o control the Biecls, Rather he spparontly hopes thet
a foit accampli suthorizeticn of his commnnd by &HQ will bring such 2
reconciliation abrut, He e submitted several intellipence rvoverts for
GAQ (aigning hims=elf Lt. Colonel, CO, 5th MD), He is still belicved to be
operating in the Tnbeco=Tiwi-Mrlinno orem vith from 800 to 1000 en,

a unit under Coptain T.CER.. hcs becen rcported,
No data are availasble on the orgemnizetion of this guerrillc force. 2.38.4T
hes reportedly contected the unit with fevorable reply to his unifieation
sroposcl but this ruport has not becn verified., It iz rupposed thot P.DUL
and L.LFUB have clso had sanc contaect with TICERUL.

aboior SGUILAR has olsc boen reported os operating *ith - unit in

the Tobaco~Tiwl zone., Nothing clse is knomm about thiz unit exe.pt thet
it has contributod minor intelligriceitems,

Sorsogon Provinge: DECLASSIRED PER JCS LTR O
20 AUG. 78
y ' G llag: On 12 Docecmber 1941, liz,or Liceric P.
LAPOS, Provinecial Insrector of Sorsogon PC, received orders from Monile
to evacucte the torm of Sorsogon and woit for oid in the hills,

In compeny with Sgt., HINTO, agent .LT.REJCS esnd oth r gucrrillos
who later joined L.PUS, the group horassed cncmy communications ond stcle
su pliee from the enemy., In February 1942, lst Lt. Burgos T. S..Y(C,

former Medical Inspector PC from Legeapi, camo into the unit os mcdienl
of ficer,

By the first week of .pril 1942, the Scrsogon BC unit wos
incorporated into the USAFFE Leyte=Ssmar sector under Colonel Thamas
CORNELL. Alccording to LAPUS, he wos ot this time designated CO of the
USAFFE in the Bicoles pending ccnteset with Mejor SANDICO, then senior
efficer in the region, When S.NDICO was contacted in Moy, the USAFFE
Leyte-8emar organization hed surrendered., During this periecd, hoever,

LLPUS hed increesed the size of the unit substantially by obsorbing en
from disbanded units,

Socn Jepanese punitive operaticis in strength forced LIPUS to movo
comp fram Cerchayon to Dolos, There LIPUS decided to <isband his unit
until the zituetion hcd eased, However, he kept ten of his men rith him

and detoiled 17 to Gov, ESCUDERO as o bodyguard end to eid him in mein-
toining his extroelegel government,
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i lla Unit: The Canp Balintawnk guerrilla
group of Albey is headed by self-styled Lt. Col. Montano M. ZAEAT, pre-
war lst Lieutenant, Traffic Officer of Albay end Sorsogon. Shertly ofter
the Japanese landings in Legaspi he reported to the Headquarters of the
Philippine Constabulary in Menila, then returned to Albay,

After the currender on latoan, he ergonized a guerrilla unit
in Albay with the assi=tance of former Mayer REFPILLO of Oos end Lt,
LLENARIZAS, & former Constabulary cfficer, Reperte indicate thet the
activities of the group in 1942-43 in roising funds =nd supplics wore
indiscriminate and hiz rcputation ameng civilians none to. cavery.
According to Gove ESCUDERO he later woeded out bad clements in his proup
but his reputation romained shedy,

ZABAT sent REMPILLO and LLEIARIZAS to 6th MDD heedguarters in
Penay in Mey, 1943, attempting to sccure recognition o hic command, In
Mareh 1943, Colonel SERFAN, G-2, &£th MD, Panay, had cncouraged LAFUS to
unify the Bicols. Tho ZABAT emissaries informcd SERRAN that LAPUS haod
not been successful but that ZABAT had actually coffueted the unification
of ell but Scrscgon Province,

ZaB..T's rcproscntatives returned from SERRN bearing uncrurago-
ment for ZLBAT to continue his organizing of the distriet. In June,
ZABAT went to LAPUS' tomporery hceadquertcrs on Ticao Island, tc discuss
unification, .ipperontly after Z.BAT arrived, he demurrcd cmbiticns ac
CO of tho Sth MD and essured LAPUS he would ccnctitute hiz unit es on
«lbay bzttalion to be incorporated under LLFUS' corinde Lall8 lotor
received letters fram Col, SERRAN cxprecsing dissatisfaection with the job
he hed been doing and proffering Z.BaT's reprcscntetives cerl ier chnrges
egainst him, The Z.BAT-LLIPUS assccintion thereupcn broke up in .urust
19243, Z.BuaT wac later invited to & confurcnce botween S.NDICC, L.PUS and
others, but declincd to cntur,

In July 1943, ZaB.T hod mode ovorturcs to the ESCUDERO unit of
Borsogon. Thu: Governor himself was eway 2t the time ond his son, .ntonio
ESCUDERO, replied that he = uld send cfficers to Z.0.T for & conferince,
The outcome of this conference is not dmown but it apncars thet Gov,
ESCUDERC never acknowledged Z.B.iT's candidacy olth:ugh he has been favore
ably ineclined towards hin,

In .ugust 1943, Z:B.T, through Ceptocin CilTiL, attamnted to bring
over the S.NDICO unit to his plon but did not meet vith unecuragerent,
In the seme month Z.B.!T did suecced in bringing a few smcll independent
units into his organization, He persuaded SUREUS, then aeting CO of the
MIR.NDA Unit, and P.DUk who was working closely with ..UREUS at the time,
to accept his authority. Z.BaT elso menaged to wean BCAYES into joining
him with the promise that BCAYES —ould comand a regiment,

In august 1943, MIRANDA roturned fram Catandusnes, resumed ¢Om-
mand of his unit, and immediestely broke off JUREUB' negotiations with
LsB.T, F.DUi end BGYES, horover, were persuaded to remain 'rith ZUBLT
8s hcad of a 53rd Regiment ond BO.YES a S54th, (not the same as LaFUS!
Shth in Sorsogon) and in Novembor both signed & certificete "nominating®

ZAB.T for pramotion to Lt. Colonel end Cormanding Officer of the Bicol
Free Forces.

ZAB.T's incrensing forec coused the Jnpanese in Jenuary 194k
to offer him through Mayor VELASCO of Libon an cmmcesty if he quit his
activities as & guerrilla, He refused the amnesty snd celled snother
conference inviting SWNDICCO and his sides to sce him, Z.BiT omorged from
this conference with the signetures of Majore S.2IDICC, LELIS mnd CuP.Y.S
on an affidavit recognizing ZuB.T as COj whereupon he hap ily communicatod
this to Col, SERRAN. SA4NDICO later stoted he rmd hia nides hnd becn
forced to =sign tho effidavit, Since then therc hos been no ovidenee to
show that SANDICO hes colleboreted with ZUB.T, ZABLT, on the other hond,
hes continued to meintoin that the document is velid, LELIS end C.PAY.S
still hold importent positiona en ZABAT'c staff.
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In August 1943, Montano ZJBAT —ho had embiticns fer recognition
as CO of the Bicols, contacted SANDICO with a proposal to combine their
units, SANDICO refused, One month later SANDICO was avproached by LAPUS ,
also embitious for the post of CO, 5th MD, end purportedly acting under
instructicns from Panay to effect a unification of the Bicole,

LiPUS propcsed thet SINDICO teke the post of Military Governcr
of the Bicol provinces and he, LiPUS, cormand his owm 54th Regiment and
SLNDICO's unit, to be redesigneted the 55th Regiment. SANDICO refused
on grounds thet the abscnce of mertial lew in the Philippines prevanted
his taking such a post, L.I'UB thereupon offored tc fuse his regiment
with S.NDICO's to form e 52nd Division with SINDICO as CO and L.PUS as
Exsoutive Offieer., BS.NDICO agrecd to this plan, The links of this usso-

ciation never became wery strong, horever; scon trouble doveloped and
L.FUB left the command,

S.NDICO with his aides latcr rcquestcd & mecting with ZeBAT
regarding unification, .t the conferences at ZLBE.T's camp, S.0DICO
claimed he end guerrilla chicfs, LELIS and C.P.Y.S, were surrcunded and
foroed to sign a cortificate sutmitting thomsclves to Z4B.T's command.
SiNDICO himself hod embitions for recognition by GHQ end felt that rith

the aid of the 6th MD ho could offect this end refused to eclmovledge the
validity of Z.BAT's comand cver him,

S.INDICO scems to lack forthrightness and dveision, He hes
apperently not felt strong enocugh to break off the associstion -ith LLFUS
entirely, On the oth.r hand his actions have not shomn thc almost un=
scrupulcus eggrecsiveness exhibited by other gucirille lcaders onxious te
be recornized as CO of the 5th MD, Both his desire for unificetion cnd

his expressed wi lingness to subordinate himself to a GHQ aceredited come
mandor aopear sincore,

S8o far as is knowm, S.NDICO is still opersting a ®"55th Regimenrt®
in Albay and on the scuthwest coest of Camarines Sur —ith perheps four hun-

o Chpe kb | bt

v . Thiz unit is hcedod by

Gerardo P, OROBla, a 27 yoar t crtist, .t the outbroak
of war ORCBIA with his threc brothers flcd from Legespl to Cumulip and
organized the Bagong Katipunan, or Loyal Brotherhood ond later cxpanded

tc the barrios of Guinobatan vieinity, Jovellar, Ligno =nd Matarn,

OROBIa claims that barrio lieutonants and officers in ..lboy recognized

his power, He also claims to have aided Major S..NDICO, Captains MERC.DO
and C.MUk of the Provincial Constabulary of .lbay.

About May 1942, his men kidnapped and cxecuted the pro=Jap
pu:pet mayaf of the town of Oos and strong Jopanese forces sent out
against him forecd him to retiroc to the Joveller branch emmp, There
they were betrayed by pro=-Jop Filipinos nnd mowved back to Quinogatan,
but were again rcided in Jupgust 1942, .fter sevcral tomporory sncanp=
ments they settled et Floresta ncor Jovellrr ocnd joined forces 'ith &
small unit heeded by Leon MONTILLA former mayor of Jovellar. 4 canfor=
ence wos oalso held with Major S.NDICO and o eccopcrative understending wee
reached, Major LIIUS states thaot at a confercnec held in Jupgust 1943 in
S\NDICO's occmp, OROBL. was proscnt ond sgrecd to join him, There iz no
other information concoerming this agrcement,

In July 194k, the CROBIA unit wos thousht to bo still operat-

ing arcund Floresta., It is likely thot the unit is compriscd of fram’
150 to 200 guerrilla fighters, armed only —ith bolos, bowe cnd arrows,
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time of his flight cnd L%, Sa AUREUS acsumed acting command of this rom-
nant., In July 1943, AUREUS plrced his coimand under thet of ZABAT,

Towards the end of 19453, INIRANDA returned to Comarines Sur ond
seams to hove resumed commend of the unit ~ith AURELS, -ud reinsteted
AUREUS seccnd in conmcnd., &8 for back ns Febru-ry 1943, Mejor LAFS of
Sorsogon hod been attempting tc persuade [IIRANDL to link with himg though
MIR:NDA's recponse hod been only luke-worm. AUREUS hod been dce-ling +ith
Z&BuT, tnd MIRJDL prob-bly beccuse of his hotred for ECLYES ~he had joined
ZiB..T's command, changed SUREUS' policy ebruptly upon his rcturn cnd signcd
on agroomont vith Major LiPUS in Jenucry 1944 In Junc 1944, it cppecrs
thnt thc agreomont betwoon LUPUS nnd HMIRIDA still held vith the l-tter
mr.intcining his unit ot Camp Tanciong Vacc in Cemorines Sur,

The strength of the MIRJIDA unit wns rcported to have bcoen cbeout
300 crmod mon in .wgust 1944, ond hes ofton becn roferred to as the "55th
Rogiment®, MIRWDL's unit woo designeted port of LLPUS' S54th Rogiment cnd
then loter ebrogatcd his ngrcemeont with S.NDICO, It is belicwed thet their
activity is confinod to northcast Camarines Sur cnd limited to harassing
tht enamy, Only & small amcunt of intcllipcnee dota hzs beon reccivecd
from the unit,

Cocmp Tinevegen Gucryilics: This unit was formed in the vicinity of
Cermmocn, Cemarincs Sur in March 1942 by Dinasce O, DIANELL, 1st Lt. R F.
PLABICO ond soverel csceped USAFFE officcrs, DIAEL. vho elocims to hove
been serving (unstated copacity) ~'ith the U.S. ..y, odontcd the rank of
Ceptoin md assumecd coammond,

In Mey 1942, the unit sent €5 nen to participote in the asscult
cn Nage with other units previously mcntioned. In June 1942, the Jepencoe
scnt increased forecs to Ceramoon to wipe ocut the gucrrillrs theres To
avoid destruction of the town by thc Japancse, ‘nd purheps annihiletion
of themsclves, thc unit mrde arrangsvntes ©ith the Jrpe to "lic low" and
the Jopancee retired loaving only o plutocn to grrrizson the totm,

In November 1942, DIWNELL charged the Jooprnesc with violetion
of the agreemont by unverrentcd arrasts £md obusee of civilions, ond cgoin
initizted attacks upon the cnemy gorriscn, Sporodic cetion continuca until
the end of Jonuery 1943 vheon the Jeponcse deeidod to temporarily quit tho
totm, During thi= time some arms had been reccived from Copteins PoDUa
end FLOR, In laoto February 1943, BCAYES' unit orrived ©nd remcined sewverrl
months in expoctation of cnother cnomy penctre-tion.

In July 1943, vhile nort of DLNELL's nd ECAYES' units were
chasing MIRANDA on Catandurnes, tho Jrpanosc attocked the Corcmoon vicinity
dn same foree, Fighting broke -ut in cll the ecrca but —ith the 2id of e
unit rushed in by Cecptein PiDUL, meny casurlties were inflieted upon the
Jepenoese, vith minor lossos to the gucrrilles, The Jeprnese : ithdrow efter
killing civilions cnd burning do n many boarrics in the arca,

Albey Province:

Major S.MDICO's Guerrillos: FPrior to thc cutbroak of tho war with
Jepon, Major Francisco S.MDICO was Provincirl Inspector of Albay £nd the
senior constabulary officcr in the Biecls., ..t the time of the Jeponesc
landing ot Legaspi ho went into hiding - ith scveral uen end o of hie
subordinates, Coptoin D, J, CilMUa, CO of the .Albay PC Company, tnd Capt,

J. MERCADO, Assistent Provincial Inspcctor, vho latcr beccme members of
his guerrilla unit,

In March 1942, S.MDICO cmurged froam hiding —ith ¢ unit orgen-
ized mostly from remnants of former USITFE rogimcnts in the area ond
was rumored to be cormected —ith Coloncl STRUUGHN's Filedmcricon=Irregu=
11:1* Troops of ecntrnl Luzon, Up to carly 1943, 1t is belioved thet
SalDICO engaged Japoncse petrcls froquontly ith Mojor LaPIB of Sorscgone.

H5-
S—g-t—-p-x1r




At Camp Isarog the successful combined guerrilla attack of 2
May 1942 on the Jap occupied town of Nage was planned, Some thirty Ameri=
aans and other prisoners who were about to be executed by the Japs mere
froed, Several more combined attacks upon the Japs were made during the
monthe

Om 24 Mey 1942, Captain FLCOR with sevoral of his officers was
persuaded by Gencral FRANCISCO, thon Comander of the puppet Bureau of
Censtabulary, to surrender. PADUA took over ccmmand of the unit and
sambined vith the T.M.B.F. (Togbon, Mausalay, Balaynan Federation) led
by Lieuts CARO.ond OLINQUO, Cemp Isarog 11 was organized with PADUA as
Ceptain. Togethcr ~ith his brothor Leorenzo who sorved as his executive
of ficer, PADUA fought minor skirmishcs vith the Jopancsec in the vicinity
of Naga, In several instances thoy cooperated with the MIRANDA unit from
ccntrel Camarinos Sur, ond uno engagement in combination with DIANELA's
Camp Tinawegen unit and VINSONS' force. The unit does not appear to have
bean very active ogeinst the Japanose reccntlye.

ibout July 1943, ZAB.LT from .lbay storted %o porsuade P.DUa tat
join his cammond, Lt. .JUREUS of MIRNDL's unit sont ZABAT a roster of |
the F.DUL. Guerrillas end stated that he and F.DUL hod agreed con arcas of
control, PiDU. to cover the Partido District of Ccmarines Sur, including
Celabang, Tinmmbce end Siruma, with threc companics and UREUS with two
companice neor Libmenan, Apparcntly the unificaticn -ros of focted and
P.DU.: signed an agreemcnt cndorsing ZhB.T as Coloncl in command. There
is cvidonco thet this rolationship still hcld as latc as Moy 194L but
LUREUS had dropped out.

In august 1943, PaDUs claimed hc had four companies in training
~4th but 40 arms; in eorly 1944 hc sutmittcd to the 6th MD an undatecd
roster signing himseolf os Major T. E. P.DUis, CO of thc 53rd Regiment,
51st (ZAB.T) Division, comprising ovcr 2000 men, This figure probably
includos reserves, with actual fighting strongth ncarcr to 350 mon. In
July 1944, on unverified rumor was rcported thet the PADU. brothcrs hod
bcon capturcd.

A fov months after Capt. FLOR surrcndcrod, he broke his amnesty
agreemcnt and returncd to the hills cnd formed a now unit, indcpendcnt
of PLDWa, Initielly he —orkcd with his brother, Julian, but soon dif=
feronces of cpinion caused ¢ sp lit, ZLB.T attempted to contect Faustino
FLOR in lcto 1943 suggcsting an arca of control for him cmbrecing Mclili-
pot, Bacacey end Libog in ilbay Provinec, TFLOR declinod to deal vith
ZABLT and instoad considered a proposal of ¥r jor LAFUS of Sorsogon to
join his unit, Hz has sinec boen aceused by ZAR.T of bcing & 8pY in
Jepanose poy.

Nothing furthcr is lnown of FLOR's activitics cxcept thot os
lato as July 1944 he was belicved to bc opercting samevhere boetwean
Cemerines Sur and Albey with perhaps fifty mcn.

« 3efore the Jeponcse occupation, Jucn Qe MIRWNDA was
finance sorgeant, Ph, at Rogen Barrccks, Legaspi. In ocrly 1942, M IRaNDA
orgenized a guerrilla unit vhich bogan its activitics in the vicinity of
Litmencn, Coporines Sur, 4 few months letor MIRANDA absorbed a small
unit under the AUREUS brothors in tho simo district ond appointed Lt.
Loon Sa AUREUS as his seccnd in command.

- In Jul ¥y 1942, MIRUDA contceted Captoin BUAYES of VINSCONS
Guerrillas send errenged to join forcce to rc=ist the Jopanese in Libmanan
vieinity. Their joint ection lcsted until Doccmber 1942 -nd later from
Jonuery to June 1943. Stroincd rolotionships developed between the o
leaders which finclly led to en outword rupturc in Juno 1943, MIRANDA
f1led -ith somc of his men to Catanduares Islernd 'ith a unit of BOLYES
in pursuit. AJApporently somc of MIRADA's mcn hod renained behind at the
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Inoreased pressure from the Japanese forced the unit to withdraw
to Camp Abasig where it was practically disbanded., Supposedly trusted men
of the group betrayed the position of the camp and an 8 July 1942, Lt.
VINSONS was ceptured end it has since been reported he was axecuted by the
Japansseo.

With the capture of VINSCNS many of the group surrendercd but
BOAYES recovered some of tho arms ond, together with como loyal followers,
formed "The Hon. W. Q. VINSCNS Travelling Guorrillas of the Philippines®.
BOAYES was elested CO of the unit and designated *Licutenant® by his men.

Late in July 1942, BOAYES was contacted by Caeptain Juan MIRANDA
of Camerines Sur and agreed to join forces with MIRAMDA and aid him in
climinating thc Jope from that provincc. The cnsuing raids upon cnongy
garrisons caused the Japancse to incriase their foreos in that provinces
Increased cnemy pressure, combined with froed suply Aifficultics, causcd
BOAYES to recturn to Camerines Norte in Dcccmbor 1942,

In late January 1943, BOAYES was askcd by MIRANDA to rcturn to
Cemarinos Sur. BOAYES went, ond while in Camarines Sur, aidcd thc unit
of Chptain DIANELA of Camp Tinewegen in capturing Caramoan, 30 January
1943, In June 1943, differences doveloped betwcen MIRANDA and BOAYES,
MIRAMNDJ. aceused BOAYES of plotting to depose him and tako over his unite.
hoocording to BOAYES, MIRANDA killed tro of his men. MIRNDA flcd to
Catanduanes and BOAYES, with half of his unit and pert of DLANEL:'s, lof®
for Catandusnes in pursuit. After BOLYES' rcturn he partieipated in sove
eral joint scticns against the oncmy vith tho unit of Coptain P.iDUL in
the peninsular area of scutheast Cemarincc Sur, By this time BOAYES hud
assimed the rank of Captein cnd claimed his unit now comprised same 200
MOn.,

recognition as CO of the 5th MD, secured a signed ccrtificate from BOLYES
and Major SANDICO, snother llbay lcadcr, by vhich they agrced to join
forces with ZABAT, BOAYES, in return for his clliance, was to be CO of

In hugust 1943, Coptein ZAB.T, an ilbay gucrrilla lender scoking ;!
|

a regiment, ZAB.T scems thon io have dispatehcd BO.LYES ocnd PADUL in foreo |
to compel rival forces in Sorsozon to join the Zobat cammand,.

BOAYES has beon charged with committing sovcral atrocities in
Camnrines Norte. However, it appears thct he devoted most of his activi=
ties to fighting the Japs rother thon scoking power in the 5th MD, Tho
loyalty ond respect of his men for HO.YES scems to hove been =olid and
there i= much testimony to the fighting cbility of his unit,

In July 194k, Capt. Russcll BARROS (Bicol rcpreosentative of -
Ma jor .NDERSGN, guerrilla leoeder in Tayabas) roported a rumor thot BOLYES
had been killed =nd PADUA captured, Houcver, on august 1944 rcport steted
thot BOLYES wes still lending & group of 400 men in Cemerincs Norte.

MATA's Guerrilles: Little is kmown of this unit exccpt thet it hos
boan operating in Cemarines Norte, Toysbas ond Cemarines Sur with a
Colonol MATA in cormand, In .wugust 1944, MITA sent Lt, Ricardo REYES,
his exscutive of ficer, to confor vitk JNDERSON with rogard to joining
ANDERSON's command, ANDERSON adviscd the unit to romein indopendont.

The unit mey hove scome offiliation with the MARKING Guorrillas in Central
Luzon,

GEmerines Sur Province:

Camp Iserog Gueyrillas: This unit was orgenized in lote Docember
1941 by Councilor Teofilo B. PLDUA in the toom of Goa, Camcrines Sur,
It grew repidly end moved to larger quartcrs at .nawon, Pili, Cemarincs
Sur, Here they united in March 1942 vwith the forces of Captain Feustino
FLOR, of Carclinas, Naegn, Comarines Sur, FLOR, previously on BM in the
Philippine Constabulary, was modc CO of tho group
lnown as Comp Isarog.
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provines, MIRMNDA is allied with LLPUS of Sorsogen and has a foree of
possibly 300 armed men in the Libtmanan Viecinity., Mejor P.DUA 1s in the
San Miguel Bay area with an estimated 350 armed men; he claims a roster
strength of 2000, F.DUA aceepts Z.E.T's commend, Capt, DIANEL.. is in

the Carsmoan-Catanducnes area with 150 men or more, armament not indicated.
Ho is =aid to be conneeted with ZLiP.T ond is knoim to have cocperated in \
several venturcs with BOLYES and both have becn ot odda with MIRNDA.

albay: This province is split between five grouss vith nrﬁua_'::f
operntion overlap;ing vith Socrsogon unitc, Col, Z.J04.T is probably the
ctrongost, with an cstimated 800-1000 men dircetly under him. Cole
ZLB.T claims several groups affilinted +ith hiz commend in the Bicol arca,
His claims of being CO, 5th MD, and his methods of operation have nroused
considerable animosity in cther lcaders of the district,

FLOR is said to be in the peninsgule rrea of northeast alboy
with same 50 men and cccperates +—ith LIFUS, Fourtine FLOR's brother moy
glso bo in the some arem, In the Jovellar vieinity of scuthern albay
is the Bagong Ketipunan under "Geoneral® OROBL. ith ebout 200 men, Coapt,.

T.WCERUL is on Buriss Island trith 2 small unit about vhich little i=
kncwn,

Sorgogon: The piéture in this province isc hiphly colcred by the
LIPUS-ESCUIERO dispute, ESCUDERO ecntrcls most of the province ond may
be the more poverful of the two . He has been accused of nepotism in
his extre-legal civil administretion and i3 strongly influcneed by sev-
erol strong-rilleod essistonts who heve effocetivoly preventced ecoporation
vith other units, The strength of the commend is cstinated to be about
1500, partislly =mmed.

hs of Jugust L.PUS is seild to hove cocntrclled cbout 1500 p core
ly armed men, In October, he repcrted his crganizotiocn embraced 2600
men, but this is belicved oxogperated, His aetivities appear to extend

over s-uthwest «lbay and the western cocast of Scrsogon and part of Ticco
Island,

THE DEVELOREXT CF GUERRILL.. UNITS OF THE BICOL PRUVINCES:

inea No ovince:

Gove, W, §, VINSCNS Trovelling Cucrrillas: The first guerrilla unit
to be formod in the Bieol rogicn wes orgonized 18 December 1941 in Cemar-
ines Norte by Lt. Wenceslac Q. VINSONS, former governor of the province.
Led by VINSONS' aszistont, Sgt. Francisco (Turkc) BO.YES, this force of
abcut 100 armed men raided Jopenose garrisons throughcut Jonuary=July
1942, their most noteble exploit being & three-day mssault on the pro-
vinciel capital of Daet, 30 april 1942, vhich reosulted in the tcmporery
eapture of the town with severe losses to the Japancse defendcrs.

BOAYES eppcars tc be o rough fearless geng lcader ond is cno of the
best kmown onti-Jepenese fighters in the Bicolsj pribobly undiseiplined,




THE GUERRILLA RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN THE BICCL AREA
7 November 1944

GENERAL BACKGROUND AND SUIIIARY :

Covering the narrow peninsula that extends fram scutheast Luzcn
are the four Bicol provinces of Camarines Sur, Cemarines Norte, Albay and
Sorsogone The mountainous interior and marshy coast of the peninsula
have never afforded groat opportunity for industrislization, end its 1.2
millicn inhabitants generally live on the land, with some engagod in min=-
ing and lumbering, Legaspi, Albay, with o population of j0,000, is the
largost city and the most important port.

tn 12 December 1941, the Jopancsc landcd et Legaspil as the
starting point for thoir southcrn prong which was to push northward znd
jein forces with thoselended along Lemon Boy,

AMtor some ineffectual resietanco, mcat of the loyal publie
of fioials and Constabulcry took to the hills, Wandering remmants of os-
saped cnd unsurrondered USAFFE coldiors and loyal civilisns began to
organizo guerrilla units, cach dAominating cortein arces +ithin thc pro=-
vinces., While the lcrger units that cmorged were typleally ecmmicted to
do faoto proservetion of law and order in thoir croas, soverel small units
donned the guise of loynl guorrillas for purpcscs of banditry and forecd
tribute from civilians,

For a timo active guerrilla recistonce couscd the Japancsc Cone
siderable trouble; but gradually lock of funds cnd supplies hompered their
activities, Smeller units dissclved or mcrged with more powerful gro-ps
and a1l wunits becomo principally concorncd with the stocte of their owm
power end prestige. Intolligonece reccived fram the units in this arce
hoa gencrelly been inferior to thot reeeived fram other arcos, Tho=o
guorrillas will be of littlc assistance to friendly inveding forcos,

The Bicol resistonco movement remoins ono of the most confused
end loast productive of any arca in the Philicpines., Fighting betweoon
units over mAiters of arca command almost excceds ony fighting ogainst
tho Japaneso, The leaders have frequontly asked for an appointcd cutside
commander, Jnowing their own shortcomings and desiring to contribute
somothing more conereWl tO™tISTY™Stuntry, but ne oot haredeer-vaker So-
ccordinate those unita,

The principal loesl aspirants for commend of the 5th Military
District of which the Bicols are ¢ lorge part, and for GHQ recognition
oro Lt. Col. ZABAT of albay, Mejor LAPUS ond Governor ESCUDERO of Sorco-
gon. +ll these heve contected at one time or cnother most of tho units
in the Bicols, Tho resultont picture is thus intorlocked ond distorted
by shifting loyalties of the minor group lcaders.

SUMMARY

Comorines Nortes The province is daminoted by Mo jor BOLYES ond his
"VINSONS Travelling Guerrillos®, BOAYES iz now sccopting the ecoomand of
ZABAT in Albay and it is estimotod that this unit consists of 350=-400
armod men, .nothcer unit undor & Col, MATA scoms to exist in the northern
part of the province, MiTA's strength mey be 75=100.

t This province is principally controlled by threc
loaders: Major MIRINDA, Mojor PADUL and Capt., DLINELA, Smnll units
belonging to Maojor SLNDICO and l‘:n!lﬁ Z.B.T sre also probably in the
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