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Rame Ben jJazin Chester Zimmerman

Bora 1910 in Helena, lontana

Zducetion high Sechool

Occupation Mill superintendent of IXL Mining
Company, MHasbete

Service ﬂu-rril.{n Lieutensnt CE on Panmay

Assignment Lngineers, 6th Military District

In PI Sinch 1938

Interrogated by Ge2 GHQ SWPA

Zimmerman spent much of his time mepping the island of
Pl.-{ end his actual conteot with the combet guerrills forces
wag Il.lt-d to what he saw on trips with Major FIRTIG and on
several missions to the west coast. He had much closer conteact

with the civilians, FHis observations are believed to be without
pre judice.,
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Suerrilles on Panay The guerrille foreces on Penay do not
expect to be called for use beyond Pamay,
They are coarident thet they cen wipe out the Japenese on the
islend when the time comes, end that aothing more will be asked
of them., IEIRALTA assured Zimmermam thet he could wipe the Japa-
nese out eatirely. Zimmermam d4id not think thet the guerrillas
eould do this.
The morale of the army is not bad, but their eff lelency
is poor. Zimmerman considered thet there were only one or two
groups which eould block a roed and hold the block for 24 hours,
iven reesonable eguipment. The guerrillss now rum to the hills
t—dhtdr upon the coming of & Jepanese petrol into the vieim-
ity. The peo are left to face the Japenese unprotected, end
se® their r and possessions takem without even 3 shot be ing
fired in return. The peopls do not mind losing poscessions, but
they beweil the faot thet the army tekes so much of their supplies
énd them exacts no penclties from the Jepanese.
The supply situstion depends om llrﬁu.u. The army makes
0 attempt to de itself with food, and 1is appareatly a heven
wWhere men do little but sit around end hike, This is 4

ing to the civilians and they are beginning to be fed up with it,
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Perulta has been &t ing %o remedy this situatiom by striet
enforeement of tions and propagends,

Several have been ed, or had their property en=
tirely confiscated, in the name of the army. People actually
have had to give more tham they could afford, This is very
hayrd on the people who see the army sittiing around and rumning
when the ememy patrols come. Zimmerman was of the opinion that
with continued food reids by the Japanese snd continued semie
terror teactics by the guerrilles, the people would mo longer
stand for guerrilla demands, Thelr morale would dbe broken
entirely, =ad they would subtmit to the puppet governmsnt,

All guerrillss expeect to be pald at the 2nd of the war at
US Army rates of pey. Colomel NAKAR sent tham & table of pay
rates defore he surrendered, and this is posted in Headguarters,
The army contimues to reinduet surrendered guerrillas, Appar-
ently, Ferelta 1s anxious to keep up his peper streagth,

The "reparetions™ bill on Panay after the war is going to
be huge, The army hes givem receipts in vest quentities, Feople
heve kept detailed lists of things teken by the urmy and not
receipted, False values have bdeen signed for and false repl=ce=-
ment velues are expected in other ceagpes, In eddition the army
is now counting on insurence benefits from the US Governaent,

Filipino officers are sensitive tc white patronage and the
presence of an Americen tends to aggrevate this feel’ag., Army
officers often gilve the lampression that they think Ameriesns
feel superior and think Filipimos should do more with an Amerie
csm wetching them tham they would otherwise. Im scditiom there
wag some Teeling that they were fighting our war, when thelr owm
metion should be thelr meaim worry. They want to seek their
netionmal selvation by thamsslves.
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MAFPING PROJ LT : The guerrillas were carrying out & mspping
projeet im the fare aree in August 1543. This is 2 projeet to
trensfer the 1:200,000 series of Famay to scele 1:50,000, The
projeet was well under way st thsat time, The transfer had been
made, and ihe men were filling in the map and correcting it,

Fhen the Jepansese oame to Sers im Zeptember 15L3, the work sheets
ware buried,

SUPFLY DICTRIGUTION : Sup;lies which have been sent from ¥FrA
into Pemsy have not been widely distrituted, ' immeruan believed
that a good meny of these supplies were filched by the officers
spd mem before they errived st Heedguerters. There wesa't a
great deal ieralts could do sbout it, since G RCIA, submarine
contact man, was so powerful that Peralta hed to treat him with
kid gloves. Meny of these supplies lster apreared om the black
market at exhorbitant prioces,

O HERMAN ~ : Ceptalin CE, xecutive Officer for the lingineers,
6th M, Conmzissicned & Li:utaunnt by Ceneral CERISTIL., Killed
self and femily 20-23 September 1943. Had previously seid thet
he would never let the Jepenese ocspture himself or khls femily,

BAGL"Ys : Aserican couple living nea: Zstancia, Capiz,
FATHLR BEEELTON : EBEritish priest near Fandan, Antique.
PATIR SCEWIIR : Eritish priest near Fandan, Antigue,

FATIIERS DALY /3D XORRY : Irish priests interned by the Japanese
at Libaseso in November 194J.
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rell of bendage three pesos.
sixty to elchty pesos for
five to nime pesos before the
riat clothes in the Banga and
o prices, =ud people were taking to
the use of abasce cloth., A great deel of sbecs cloth wes woven
in the Aklan area,

The food comsisted of home growm products; rice, aeat,
vegetables, fruit, end camned foods ran xut, except for a few
oSns here and there which were held for outregecus ices,
Canned milk ocould de Prought froa Iloilo at urn-rﬁtr a can,

Sall boats came from Meanila to Xalido or Ibajay, bringing
Jatches, so=p, cigarettes, cigers, rubber shoes in lf.-.lm Gusn-
tities, plowsheres, and some clothes,
abace were being shipped out of Panay to Menila, but the army
made an effort to stop the traffic about the time the Japenese
became stricter as to supplies getting out of Manila, and there
were feow boats after June 1943,

In November and
::lnd civilians,

In January 1944, about sixty

20 and about twelve in Bengs.
mm“w,udu-ﬂm“noputm,nkug
it difficult to secure food, especially meat and sugar,

Conditions in this area were vary unsettled due to
Y a8 to whether the Jeps would reinforce and do more
killing, and also to the fset that the armgy under Lt Col GRASe
PARIL was tsking stern msesures agsinst any civilians sus
of having had any dealings with the Japs during the campa .

The Japanese tried to get the soldiers who surrendered to
tell of thelr army connections, and then released them with in-
structions to spy om the gumflhl who did not surrender. JFor
example, 2 Cpl ORVISTA told “immerman tint is what happened to
him after he was persuaded to give himself up tOo save some men-
bers of his femily. After being relsased, he hid from the Japs
and his own ermy too, 28 he feared he would be shot by the guere
rillas for having surrendered. Through the imtercession of anm
officer he was again sdmitted to the guerrilas,

St ANDRADE was stationed with three o g at Daja, near
Libacao, until the time of the Jep drive. He hid im the hills
to lula the Jeps, and told Zimmerman in Jemuary 1944 that he
had stayed away from friends and relatives alike, as most of them
advised suwrrendering to the Jeps., Other ermy men said that they
were not welcome at the houses of some of thelr ownm relatives
when the Jeaps were in the area, but this wes becsuse of fear of
the Jeps rather than any antagonism toward the eray.

Japapese idministratioa The Jespanese are systemastically round-

ing peo » municipality by sunieci-
pality. Mpul-nicip.l:t] and demand that the tenientes
come {n and surrender. The tenientes are the finsl chemmel of
law eaforeement and goverament, and comtrol the districts of each
municipality. If the tenleantes 40 not sw: render, the Japanese
threaten to kill the people in his districts or even cipelity,
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In most eases, some of the tenientes have surrendered to
Jepanese threats, btut their loyalty has not swerved, and
glve any assistance possible to the guerrillas. iost of the
tenientes om Panay have now been registered.

The Jepanese are demanding thet the tenientes and thely
barrios do speeifiec tasks in certein times. The work is arbie
t.ﬂ.r{:ul must be done, They lave ordered constructienm of roads,
Eﬂ of roads and bridges, cutting of trails, and similer Jobs

this way,

Hovement by ‘mericens seross the island 1s now pretty well
blocked by the results of this campeign,

CIVILIAN MORALZ : The common tao is definitely not hostile,
They were all most generous to Americen civilian refugees, many
of them risking their lives a2nd property to assist Americens.

Governor CONFESCR is popular around the islend smong the
comzon ple. The militery group had, they thought, stepped om
thelr rgtl, and Confesor's efforts to protect them made him
all the more popular, He put cut & circular letter to the people
telling them of thelr dutles regarding working for the army, and
the rate of pay. Zimmerman thought thast Confesor's refusal to
surrender, and his stend on the rights of the pecple, were largely
responsible for his support.,

The people of Panay feel that they have been slighted by
the former government, one specifie cese being the spending of
the proceeds from the oil excise. They belleve that the distrie-
bution of the proceeds of this tax was unfavorsble to Panay,
Confesor is not a QUEZON man, possidly further explaining his

popularity.







