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Yeme Benjazin Chester Zimmerman

Bora 1510 in Helema, Lontans

Zduecetion High Sehocl

Occupetion illl superintendent of IXL Mining
Company, dasbete

Service : Guerrilis Lieutensnt CE on Panay

Assignaent ingineers, 6th Mlitary Distriect

In 71 Sinch 1938

Interrogated by Ge2 GHQ SWPA
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ZimserTman spent much of his time mapping the island of
l'n-:lr{.:ﬂ his actual contaet with the combet guerrilla forces
waE

ted to what he saw on trips with Mejor FZRTIC and om
seversl missions to the west coast. He had much closer contact
with “:::- eiviliens. FEis observations are believed to be witacut
pre .
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Guerrillas om Fanay Toe guerrille forees om Psmay do not
expect to be ocalled for use beyond Pamay,

They are coarident thet they cen wipe out the Japenese on the
islend when the time comes, end that nothing more will be asked
of them, PFIRALTA assured Zimmermen thet he could wipe the Japea-
Rese ocut eatirely, Zimmermam 4id not thisk thet the guerrillas
eould do this,

The morale of the army is not bad, but their off lelency
is poor. Zimmerman considered thet there were only one or two
groups which could block a road and hold t
ﬂ reasonable equipment. The guerri

iately upon the coming of e Jepamese petrol into the viein-
ity. The peopls are left to face the Japenese unprotected, and
89 thelr food and possessions takem without even 2 shot being
fired in return. The people 40 not mind losing poscessions, but
they bewell the fact thet the army tekes s0 much of their supplies
end them exacts no penclities from the Jeapenese,

The supply situstion depends om llrﬂh.u. The army makes
B0 atteapt to provide itself with food, and is apparestly e heven
where men do little but sit around and hike., This is 4
ing to the civilians and they are beginning to be fed up with it,
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Perulte has been lt-tT:lu %o remedy this situation by striect
enforeement of tions and propegends,

Several pecple have been ed, or had their property en=
tirely confisoated, in the name of the army., People actually
have had %o give more tham they could afford, This is very
hard on the people who see the army sitting eround and runmning
when the ememy petrols come. Zimmerman was of the opinion that
with continued food reids by the Japenese and continued semle
terror tactics by the guerrillas, the people would no longer
stand for guerrilla demands, Thelr morale would be broken
entirely, and they would submit to the puppet government.,

All guerrilles expect to be pald &t the =2nd of the war at
US Army r2tes of pey. Colonel NAKAR sent them & table of pay
rates before he surrendered, snd this is posted in Headguarters,
The army contimues to reinduct surrendered guerrillas, Appare
ently, Fersltz 1s anxious to keep up his paper strength,

The "reparations™ bill on Panay after the war is gzoling to
be huge, The army hes given receipts in vest cusntities, People
heve kept detalled lists of things teken by the =rmy and not
receipted, False values have been signed for and false replece=
ment velues are expected in other cepes, In eddition the ermy
is now counting on insurance benefite from the US Coveranment,

Filipino officers are sensitive to white patronege anéd the
presence of an Americem tends to aggrevate this feeling., Army
officers often give the lmpression that they think Americans
feel superior amd think Filipimos should do more with an Amerie
cen wetching them tham they would otherwise, In sddition there
was some Teeling that they were fighting our war, whem thelr owm
netion should be thelr maim worry. They want to seek their
netional selvation by themselves.

MAFFING PROJ CT : The guerrilles were carrying out & mepping
projeet im the Sare aree in August 1943. This is e projeet to
trensfer the 1:200,000 series of Panay to scale 1:50,000, The
project was well under way &t thet time, T7The transfer had been
made, and the men were filling in the map and correcting it.
¥hen the Jepanese came to Sere im Ceptember 19L3, the work sheets
were uried,

SUPFLY TICTRIDUTION : GSup;lies which have been sent from (WFA
into Panay have not been widely distributed, ' immerwan believed
that a good meny of these suppllies were filched by the officers
end mem before they errived at Headguerters. There wesn't a
great deeal irersltes could do sbout it, since G/ KCIA, submarine
contact man, was so powerful that Feralta Led to tre=at him with
kid gloves., Meny of these supplies later apreared om the black
market at exhorbitant prices.

OF HERMAN " : Captain CE, “xecutive UfTicer for the ILngineers,
6th M, Commissicned & Llieutensnt by Cenmeral CHRISTIL., Killed
self and family 20-23 September 1943, Had previously seid thet
he would never let Lhe Jepenese capture himself or his family,

BAOL™Ys : American couple living neair Lstanelis, Caplz,
FATHLR BREKLTON : Eritish priest neer Fandam, Antique.
FATIT.R SCEVIIR : Eritish priest near Fendan, Antigue,

FATIIERS DALY AMD KORRY : Irish priests interned by the Jepanese
at Libesao in November 1943.
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Ebaiki cloth was evailable =t sixty to eichity pesos for
pants and shirt, compared with five to nine pesos before the
war, mr-mwnnmprln clothes in the Benga and
Eclibo markets, but st high prices, snd people werse takings to
the use of sbece cloth., A great deel of z2bece cloth wes woven
in the Aklen areas,

The food consisted of homs growa products; riece, zneat,
vegetables, fruit, and c=mned foods ren ut, except for a few
cans here and there which were held for out

, but
traffic about the time the
plies getting out of Manils
were few boats after June 1943,

In November and December 1943, the Jepamese killed several
hundred civilians, and others were obliged to come in and regis-
ter. Many civilians end soldiers registered or swrendered to
the Jepanese and were relecssed. In sanuary 19.4, about sixty
Japanese were garrisoned im islibo and about twelve in Bangs.
mmwnw,udu-rkm-n meking
it dirfficult to gpecure food, especially meat and sugsar.

Conditions in this ares were very unsettled cdue to the
uncertainty as to whether the J&ps would reinforce and 4o more
killing, and slso to the Taet that the aray under Lt Col GRASe
PARIL was teking gainst any civilians suspected
of having had any dealings with the Japs during the campeign.

The Jepanese tried to get the soldiers who surrendered to
tell of thelr army connections, and them relessed them with ine
Structions  spy om the guerrillas who did not surrender,
example, & Cpl ORVISTA told 7

the guerrillas,

Sgt ANDRADE was stationed with threc menm st Daja, near
Libecao, until the time of the Jep driwe. He hid im the hills
to evoid the Jeps, end told Zimmermss in Jemuery 194k thst he
bad stayed away from friemds znd relestives alike, as most of them
advised surrendering to the Jeps, Other army men said that they
were not welcome at the houses of some of thelr own relatives
when the Jeps were in the ares, but this wes becsuse of fear of
the Jeps rather then any antagonism toward the army.

Jepapese idministration The Jepanese are systemsticeally round-

ing up people, municipality by sunici-
pality. They go to a municipality =nd demmnd that the tenientes
come end surrender. The temientes are the finsl chemnel of
law eaforeement and government, and comtrol the districts of each
municipality. If the tenlentes do not sw: render, the Japanese
thresten to kill the people in his districts or even municipelity,
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In most sases, some of the teniemtes have swrendered to stop
Japanese threats, btut thelr loyalty hes mot swerved, and thsy
£ive any assistance possible to the guerrillas. Wost of the
tenientes on Fanay have now been registered.,

The Jepanese are demanding thet the tenientes 2nd thelr
barrios do specifiec tesks in certain times. 7The work is arbie-
trary and must be done, They have ordered comstruction of roads,
repelr of roads snd btridges, cutting of trails, and similer jobs
in this wey.

Bovenent by /‘mericens scross the island is now pretty well
blocked by the results of this campelizn,

CIVILIAN MORAIZE : The common tao is definitely nmot hostile,
They were ell most genercus to Americam civiliam refugees, msny
of them risking their lives 2end property to essist Americans.

Covernor CONFESCR 1s popular eround the islend smeng the
c OomaORn ple. The military group hed, .ney thought, stepped oa
thelr rights, and Confesor's efforts to protect them =ade him
all the more popular., He put cut a circuler letter to the people
telling them of thelr duties regarding working for the army, and
the rate of pay. IZimmermen thought tist Confesor's refusal to
surrender, and his stand on the rights of the people, were largely
responsible for his support.

The people of Penay feel that they have been slighted by
the former govermment, one specifiec czse being the spending of
the proceeds from the oil excise. They believe that the distrie
bution of the proceeds of this tax wes unfavorsble to Panay,
Confesor is not a (UEZON man, possibly further explaining his

popularity,







