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2) Gen. Stivers X2
3) Civil Affeirs Section, US/AFFE

4) Gen. Valdes

Attached report prepared by Capt. FEYES, P.A., recently arrived at
Tacloban., The LAPUS-ESCUDERO dispute was caused by misunderstandings. Neither
was sure of his position, and welcomed outside support. The tacit support of
LAPUS by PERALTA and ESCUDERO by Luzon guerrillas encouraged each one. Neither
of the supporters had authority to act for GHQ. Both LAPUS and ESCUDERO acted
in good faith. See the G-2 Information Bulletin "The Guerrilla Resistance
Movement in the Bicol Area", dated 7 November 1944, for details om the LAPUS-

ESCUDERO dispute.
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1, In complience with the order given verbelly by
the A, C, of S. G=2, CGHQ=SWPA the following Fidtnrj of the
5Lth Infentry Regiment, USFIF, 51D, commanded by liejor L, P.
LAPUS, Inf, (0-1200 PA), 1ts conflict with Governor ESCUDZR(

of Sorsoron and other pertinent informetion ineluding pro-Jap
activities, the following report is respectfully submitted:

(1) BRIEF HISTORY - When the wer broke out on 8
December 1941, lMajor L, F, LAFUS, InT., was the Provinecial
Inspector for Sorsogon province and in commend of the forces
therein meinly the Philipnine Constabulary, On 12 December
1941, when Legespl wes inveded by the enemy, he received
coded instructions from UJ/FFZ Iotrs, Menila, to bring his
troops to the mountains and there Wﬂit for “id Fe complied
with that instruction, Seeing, however, the oppression by
the enemy upon civilians and E”“EFvﬁrin" to helﬁ the firht
in Patean and Correridor, he engaged the eneny in ruerilla
warfare, the first shot Tier as early as 1in Fehrunry, 19L2,
anmewhﬂwe in the town of Cubat, resulting in the death of
one ®17 and several enemy nﬂsunlties includins the first Fi-

s

lipino eollaborator in the province, Isolated from USAFFL
Hatrs end without meens of communicating with it, lMejor TA-
PUS personally contected Col, CORNELL of the Lw"te-”ﬂﬂpr
sector sometime in Februery or Merch, 1942, who extended
him Enme aid and suthority to expand his unit into full war-
time strensth. VWhen he returned to Sorsogon, 1AJOR 1/ TUS
iﬂCTuESEﬂ the femnﬂ of his resistance, and EHIEEE”fntS with
the enemy one after another followed, natﬂrly those along
the highway from Sorsogon to Leraspl and in the towns of
Piler, Castilla, Sorsogon, Bacon and Juban, In one engage-
ment Aduring this period, thet at Beriran, Juban, not less
then LO enemy killed, with nany others wounded, were sccounted
for. 3

Major SAIDICO, Inf., Provincial Ipspector for
Albay province when the wer broke out then sought Me jor LAFUS
and together with other officers from Albay were inducted
into the USAFFE, given funds, and told to organize immedlate-
ly the resistance in Albay, After the fall of Dataan and
corregidor not less thon three thousend Jepanese soldlers
flocked over into Sorsoron to look for Mejor IAFUS and his
men. Under such circumstances of difficulty, Mejor 1.FUS
split his men, ordered them to hide in the hills and moun-
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tains, e2nd retained only few EM with him.
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Meantime, the campasign against Jap spies and
collaborators went unabated cerried out by EM who entered
towvns and villrcns disguised as eivilians, In December JGLZ,
or early jn Jenuary, 1942, Major LAFUS was contected by L%,
10RO, Inf. (PS) who cﬁme from the camp of Lt-Col ZTRATICHN
in central Luzon., Lt. LOMZRO suggested an extended trip to
the South and Me jor IAPUS finenced his trip to Panay to cnn-
tact the organization there and make his report, 1Lt, LOIE=-
RO's trip wes successful, his errivel beck in Luzon closely
followed by Sgt. JESUS ORTIZ, Inf., who brought en authori-
zation from the 4Lth Philippine Corps for lajor LAFUS to or-
ganize in the 5MD a regiment, Reletions m-th FPanay took a
haadlon‘ start from May, 1943, but severed in February or
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March 1944, when Mejor LAPUS contacted lMajor CHAS., I,
SMITH, CE, AUS, who extended Major LAYUS a radiogram from
GHO=SWPA, dated 6 March 1944 addressed to lajor LAFUS
which told him to orgenize secretly and quietly and do
mainly intelligence work, Before that, in order to be
sure of how he stends officially, Major LAFYUS contacted
Col, RUPERTO KANGLEON, C.0., 9MD, who advised him to run
his unit independently and in good faith and cautioned him
against unnecessary interference by others in matters of
internel administration, He also contacted Lt-Col, FER=-
NARD L. ANDERSON, USA, in central Luzon, who also informed
him that all his official acts made in good faith will be
backed up by the Weshington Government.

As early as the grent of suthority from the 4th
Philippine Corps, whica a2 honestly believed was acting
with proper authority from GHCO=-SWFPA, Me jor ILAFUS set up
an intellirence network of operatives and agents not only
in the Bicol provinces but also in Manila and 21l provin-
ces South of lianila, and periodicelly submitted his intel-
ligence reports to Peny - on enemy land situation every
end of month, and on navel and aerlel movements every fort-
night, When Ma jor LAFYUS connected himself with lejJor SMITH
for intelligzence purposes, he continued sending his S-2
reports until relations between him and liajor SIIITE were
ruptured as will be shown herein-after,

(2) MAJOR LAPUS AND GOVERNCR ESCUDERO, REL/LTIONS
=N - From the inception of the resistence in Sorsogon,
both carried on finely cooperating with one another until
about Mey, 1943, The Covernor during that period concerned
himself with procuring rice for the soldiers and patrolling
the barrios to maintain peace and order, In return for his
rood cooperation snd patriotic endeavor, Ma jor LAFUS gave

him rifteen (15) rifles and two (2) esut{omatic rifles for
his protection and tolerated him In confiscating shot-guns
and revolvers from civilian holders.

Up to the time of their bresk, and untll very re-
cently, the Covernor never engagec for once the enemy 1in
combat, In December, 1942, Governor ZSCUDERO was visited
by one ROS CRISCIDO DE L. PAZ who seid he was one oOf three
(3) US Army Officers left behind to orranize the people in
case of capture of the Islands by the enemy, Iater inves-
tigation showed he was & mere civilien, radio spere parts
agent before this war, and known es a racketeer, with con-
nections after the capture of Legaspl with the Japanese
1'ilitary Police therein., DE LA PAZ and Governor ESCUDIRC
put up whet they celled CNC, meaning Civilian Engineering
Corps: master-mind D% LA TA” afterward contacted Lt-Col,
STRATIOTN who issued prompt appointments in thelr favor as
Colonels, Infantry. Cempeign for monetery conbributions
was sterted, and it is believed thousands of pesgos were
collected, Letters were then issued by DEIlLA PAZ and Gover=-
nor ESCUDERO to the soldiers of lizjor LAPUS couched in mi-
litary language, with: "BY ORDER OF THL
STOE COVMUIM." Some soldiers belleved in them 2nd rave them
their arms; others who refused to surrender to them thelr
arms were cold-bloodedly murdered, When liajor LAYUS asked
in writins the Covernor for the surrender to him of the rur-
derers, who were with the (Governor, he not only refused to
do 80 but challenged lajor LAFUS., On behelf of liajor LATUS,
Cept. LUIS J., LAREZA, QMS, saw the Covernor to dellver the
written demand of Mz jor L/PUS for the crms of the Army; the
reply of Governor ESCUDERC was they can only be thken over
his dead body. Since then, aggression by the (Governor one
after another followed,

(3) EFTORTS AT UNIFICATION - Bellieving thet criminal
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action can later on be taken against the culprits, ligj=-

or LAPUS made several ettempts to come half-way 1in the
execution of his duties in order to prevent factional
strife in Sorsogon province, Ie sent severel letters to
Governor ROCUDERO which were all either ignored or replied
with open challenges, On two occasions, represents tives

of ll'ejor LAPUS, mostly Officers, met Cov, Z3CUDIR(C's repre-
?FﬂtrulvFS ﬂnd finally the Favernnr himgself for purposes

of unification, but on every occasion several of the offi-
cers were wurﬂprnd. One of those murdered was an ex-Iatean
Officer, another an old Constabulary men who had served
seventeen (17) yvears, but what was really regrettable was
the demise on such occasion of en Officer who, before this
war, mede known his country, the Philippines, in the World
Olympic Gemes, TUnder-=Sec, nf Netional _EfFHHE TON0OSIC R.
DINC tried to intervene to effect unity. ¥He not only wes
unsuccessful, but CGovernor ISCUDTRC told him that nobody
else can stop him, Several prominent civilians intervened,
to no aveil; one of them, a noted educetor, telked to the
Governor fnr reconciliation between him ﬁnﬁ Ma jor 1LAPUS,
but the Covernor replied that in times of war guns snd not
words decide the issues or differences, TIn the interest

of unificetion, Panay sent representatives and addressed
geveral communications to Covernor Z3CUTNTRO reminding him
that he should cooperate, and in one of them that he cannot
be both Covernor and }Militery Leader, to which the Governor
turned cold shoulders,

Even Me jor RUSSEL D. BARROS, I,f., USA, representing
gol, BERNARD 1L, ANDERSOKN, **”g,s11er5115 leader in central
Luzon, tried to intervene and effect unificatlion i"l SOrso=
gon province only to be insulted by Lt. TURCUS T, SAYCC, IC,
now "LT=CCL “=1f—n2nu'nﬁ} ind C « O Governor ESCU=-
DERO. MaJc 05 reported his findings and made recommend-
ations to both Col, FIRL 1LTA and liajor 377ITH, undoubtedly be-
lieving thet eventuslly they wil ind their way to GHQ-SWPA
118 jor DARNOS called the whole issue as one of PCLITICS vs,
'"RITY, and recommended Tor stern action by CIC-SlrA 1O 5vt=
once gnd for all the strife, believing thet such asction wi
be obeved by 2ll the military lesders of the Bicol province

S Pk | " — T - —

observer to deternine the swing of
entiments, he civiliane in towns ond |
ntrol are afraid ‘ﬁ telk, = a great number
mligrate to others ] HCLJ, but the records of
te ﬂ‘ﬂll of accou nts from a number of them,
. z b | '”‘-"?i.', : !. e ar :'-‘:-'_;_'F':_'.t

because

RO!'s terroristic weys
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¢1lled
5 D j0r ESCUDE ; glisht suspicions of help-
lng the Army Governor LESCUDER wwen has written several
nrominent and rich people in Sorsogon that he will have
them liquideted, meaning killed if he finds them glving shel=-
ter or iood to ‘% jor LAFPUS or any in his family. He is said
and he claims to be in control of the eastern coastal towns
of Sorsogon province, including the inland town of Irosin,
The fact is, those places have been purposely abandone@ by
the Army heving no militery importance, or objectives, The
Army has "C® Co 1st Bn in Gube ‘L, ede up of service-
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gervice men,
prior to the surrender of the USAFIE ;J-Lauailh-ufpu (76) EM,
ineluding Offlcers, from Bulusan &nd Barcelona, are in those
municipalities; and "O" Co,., lsl 1 in Irosin, composed

of regular soldiers, many of whom ere Bataen veters!

of these soldlers in the towns of the eastern boe
Sorsogon are in : '

men and ex=-service nel ieny with battl encFegemnents 1n Luzon
¥




of the province,
8t town 1 ¢hi ; of an, &
t ) province,

.-'\-q.l.-lqlll_rl i I.I!.I-I-I'.

Jamarines Sur, the

celled and known as

lated with Mo ior LATU

Battelion of the 5Lth

Infa

£ LATUS = There have be

antas between the two, not the crestion
ns between them have been streined

1
o
L

e |
L0 1:; Il J.
il o 1] TFi'h T R |
_l'!" ﬁ1b! T Ll = N i

o . 1 o T
: enuests 1ro

le] Maior

W |

subordinate officers and other of
thet 1%s jor LAPUS 1s a racketeer,
-I.l I.. r.:‘:. E ] r.-1 I Q rEI
resented it resnu

Bl B
L

ne Lt., AGGELOLLL bringing
--',__.I :lr_"l“ - L] r 't"l-ﬂ.\--ll:-'-:‘-..ltﬁ I:_"-II:"|1:
he men apt. ;
with station f.‘[fez-rag dat
i |

— -

¥ -

wection end investiretlis

lv sent to accomplish his

s DUED T 3 2l o le Despl
ITH resented the sct and, sccording

warrant for the arrest of

T il g b E""-—
T-I.-t:-r -.:f & b & — L] 1,
commant e § LAYUS has bee _ tioning ever since,
orgenized Unit, observing a. ‘rmvy rules &nd

W
reslations nd e /rticles of & hoge Of ara are

resular duly co

20 AUG. 75

5

ANC

Of =
. of

veterans,

e

to refer .

DECLASSIFIED PER JCS LIR OF




DECLASSIFIED per Jcs L1R o8

20 AUG, 75

T
4

5,
L]

knowled
to our ct
nlso be
nilot, attac
by our boys a
our

Teliad -

who one
eference can
SR, Naval
in Legaspi
"_5-1."..'“.:5 to visit

'I'I-_,rl':Jr_-:L
18 at in

ol

has

- n

nresent the

(b) Goverr

following:
(4]

before

jor

L
-Ta
Ly

f‘j wWio
by 17

ol 51t
sever

' §F

-
L
-

fromsi}
L™

lootinrs
long

of

in th
out and
comrmission

£ o

Fovernor,

mirder of one

’ - ¥
ne provinee;

E

: " . =
v T O 11T ,_.__':"':‘1_'_.':3"'..
M.

By s protectl
notorious "I .}
the 93rd Division,
who &are now enjoy:
ublie knowled
showed up,

e

in hlis

of
plenes

"L%.,

W | % I -'IF 1

to observe,

T & F

Fleet, I
‘orcaed down
our ors

Tter

cam)
Mavel ]

100

roc ,
repri

and

>ol.™ BURGOS T. S
the Covernor was
conduct

e W

ining
for unbecoming

= -

oy L L.

nl e
%

ol

|

S8Y

)
Fik I"?

' T d
TE "hqu-:.

P -
510N

|

1.I'-" ‘I-..- £ T [--\. Sk

irl during dayti
h Eche '['I]_l before the

riles represent a group

P
]
L =

oo
bt

Orl

intendinz to pres tl
Regiment, U '

vi

out

T v
¥ 4
s Th &
L

T
Liwd b

"
4

ith

Lil
e NCces,

-

el and 1A
rTOLtectlon

Ty ;

0 i
e :r--

for colledb
nrotection of

whe

o

 AIN8 011
1 1

L]

ho

¥
|':|""'

into

Ere

just being

"{'.

o
T™icAan

4 1

no
mis=-

1
LB

e




ul !ql
[ R WY |

(2) Covernor 3ISCUDLRC has
prieted the private property of soldlers end
he confisceted on unjust and illegal grounds

3) rnovernor
murdears,
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