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£3utBTdha 800 ce Oalversity, 1922-26,
speclalizing in Sugar Technology
Occupation Chief Engineer for the North Negros Sugar
Gnnpnny Menapla, Negros Occidental,
rrn-.1929 to 1942
’Eh guerrilla foreces in Negros, Dec L2
tn June L4, Held rank of Major at tiame
of evecusetion,
Apsignument : Engineering Corps and Liaison Officer
at District Headquarters
In PI Since 1916 except for period from 1921 to
1929 which was spent in the United States

Service
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Mr Ossorio apparently was able to get along with the Filipino
people, especially the officers and men of the guerrilla army,
much better than most other American evacuees. As a result ur this,
which was undoubtedly helped by his being half Spenish, he was
eble to advence from lst Llieutenant to a Ma jor and was lhli to
gain the confidence of several of the high ranking officers.
Because of his education, his long assoclation with and intimate
knowledge of the Filipinos, it 1s belleved that the informstion
submitted by him is reliable.
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ONOLOGY

1929=4L2 Chief ELngineer for Nerth Negros Sugar Company
at Manapla, Negros Occidental,

Apr L2 Evacuated with femily into the mountains near
Manapla,

Apr-Dec L2 Lived in evacuation with his family near Mansapla,

Sept 42 Cuerrille groups bordering on banditry were formed,

Deec L2 Cuerrillas were organized under Major Fidel
SOLIVEN.

15 Dec L2 Joined M= jor Soliven's forces in the Cediz~lMenspla
area as a lst Lieutenant.

Jan=0ct L3 Served in Sub-~Seoctor "G" in the headquarters as
Lieison Officer.
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Apr 43 Promoted to Captain by Colonel ABCEDE.

Promoted to Major.
i !2?133 Transferred to Col Abocede's District Headquarters,

Station at District Headquarters as Liaison
e o Officer and was closely associated with Col

Abocede,
31 May L& - Jap drive on southern coast of Negros,

21 June L4 - Evacuated.
" - -

JAPANESE STRENGTH : It is believed that there are approximately
2800 Japanese soldiers stationed on Negros. In addition to the

larger gerrisons in Beocolod, Dumaguete, Binalbagan and Fabrica,
there are small garrisons in several other towns, including
Siaton, Sipelay, La Carlote, San Carlos, Hinlgaran, and Iseabella,

TRANSPORTATION : In addition to the extensive use of launcheg
and barges in W-ﬂ‘ supeldes Gse the paved h:l;h'lrwhlnh
extends from Dumeguete along the northern coestline of Negros to
Bgoolod and south to Kabenkalan, Most of the bridges on this
highway are of conorete anl steel structure and the guerrillas
have been unable to hamper or hinder the use of seme by the Japae
nese,
Japanese Penetrations On 31 May 1944, the Jepanese landed an
estimated 1500 troops on the southern
coast of Negros. Simultaneous lendings were made &t several
points between Slaplay end Tolong.

During the drive, which lasted until 3 July 1944, the Japa-
nese killed one gu-rr{ll- soldier, many men, women and children,
The usual rapings, bayonetings, and other forms of atrocities
occurred,

It was reported thet two transports and four fast launches
were first sighted et about six o'clock.in the morning. The
first landing was made about eight o'elock., Just prior to the
landing, two old seaplanes appeared and were used for reconnaise
sance and strafing,

The 7th Combat Battalion, under Major TORRES, was charged
with the duty of sing the enemy. Only one company did any
actual fighting, was later reported that about 60 Jeps were
ﬁll-d. It wes not known why the other compenies falled to engage

e shemy .

After the rirst bit of fighting which occurred within a few
hours after the landing, no effort was made to repulse the enemy .
The guerrillas Mmtol into the mounteins, The Japanese burned
every Comamand Post except the one which belonged to the company
tﬁt had returmed the fire of the Japs eand had not retreated at
' o lt-

While most of the records and supplies were moved into the
mountains for sefe keeping, reports indicated that several thoue
sand rounds of ammunition were lost et one Command Post 28 well us
some Of the records. It wes not known just which records were
lost and which ones had been burned.,

During this same period, the Jepanese also conducted came
palgns in the Kabenkalan aresa and against Colonel MATA's Headquare
ters in Centrel Negros. It was re ed that these punitive
campaigns resulted in the destruotion of food erops, shooting of
&6ll enimels, and the killing of civiliens found in the so called

"Bandit Zone",
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rri ganization The 72nd Division hes approximately
Querrille Oresnt 12,000 enlisted men and 1,000 officers,

During the past few months the orgenization has been greatly
improved. Colonel Abcede has beén able to overcome most of the
opposition and eliminete most of the dissension which formerly
existed,

Training schools for both officers and non-commissloned
officers have been instituted. At the schools, which last for
six weeks, such subjects as discipline, manual of arms, drilling,
sombat tactiecs, court mertiel procedure, sanitation, end defensc
against chemicel werfare are taught, Offlcers who are best
quelified in the various subjects are used as instructors,

The best organized branch of the guerrilla ermy 1s the in-
telligence service under Ma jor RUYES, the G=2 of District liead=-
quarters, He plcks his own men, truinn them thoroughly on the
duties they are to perform, end is very exacting in demanding
regulsr reports from them., He has some of his men planted in
most, if not ell, of the Japanese occupled towns. In additlnn_
to these agents, he also has civillens in the tQWR8 Y8cinces
These sources nf informetion have been able to advise the guer-
rillas of planned future operations of the Japanese.

Ma jor leyes has developed & well orgunized coast wetcher
system with observetion posts loceted at strategic points along
the coast, GSome of the observations are flashed to Hesdquerters
by radio while others are sent by couriers,

In an effort to prevent the Japeanese from sending thelr
agents into the guerrille occupled territory, a pass system hos
been inaugureted end is strictly enforced. It applies to the
civilians as well es8 the army. In order to move from one sector
to another or from one area to another, it is necessary to have
8 pass which sets out suffiecient Information to show the purpose
of the trip.

FOOD : The food situation for the guerrillie forces is bud, but
there is no danger of starvation. In some ereas, conditions are
better than in others. In most areas either corn or rice is
évallable in acdition to cemotes, bananas, pepayas, and some
fish. In order to help relieve the food situation, Colonel Ab-
cede ordered each unit to plant food crops in its area, Vlen
the crops are harvested toward the latter pert of July, the food
situation will be much better,

COLONEL ABCEDE : A good man, honest end sincere, has plenty
of initiative, but ls slightly anti-American., le wants to pet
all of the credlt for any action on Negros without the help of
U.S5. personnel,

COLOILL AUSLJO : Otrongly pro-American. Though he 1s a good
man end welil liked by everyone, there 1s a certuln amount of
rivalry between him and Colonel Abcede,

MAJOR SEFERINO GALVEZ : Formerly with the 1hilippine Army, he
surrendered and served vw.ith (he Japanese Conatabulary untll he
éscaped and Jolned the guerrillas in November 1943, DBesides
being a brilllant man, he ls & good fighter. He was Commandsnt
of the District Service chool, !ecently, he was glven command
of the Provisional 73rd Divislon which 18 now being orgenized,

UAJOR RODOLFO REYEE : An attorney serving as the G=2, Though
he is enti-white and is desirous of getting all the white people
of'f Negros, he 1s doing a good job,
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TORRES 3 CO of 7th Combat Bn, He is regarded as a
::::.i:nlthnulh there have been times when he has had his troops
retreat when some resistance would probably have saved the lives

of many civilians,

APTAIN "RAFAEL"™ GEBUSSION : Now assigned to the G=3 section
Enl-w;:t g:; Ausejo, He is responsible for the exeoutiom of an
estimated 75 innocent people in the Kabenalan sreea during the
early days of guerrille werfare in 1942. Reasons for the execu=~
tions renge from plain personal grudges to stealing the viotim's
money and jewelry. Since the organization of the guerrillas he
has been denied the command of & unit in order to avold the

killing of any more people.

SGT VILLANUEVA : Formerly with the guerrillas, Acted as the
guide in the Japenese reid on the 3Jlst of May 1944. He knew
where every CP was end led the Japs to them.

Personnel Requirements  The high remking officers on Negros do

not_want_beerieasoftfl’ "Beceuse of the
inferiority complex which characterizeé the Filipino, a sincere
desire exists to handle the situation without any outside help.
They bellieve thet by running the show by themselves they will
become herces in the eyes of the world whem it becomes known
whet they have done,

Secondarily, American officers are not wanted because they
realize that thn{r present organization is inefficlently operated,
and they do not want Genersl licadquarters to find out the truth,

Thirdly, they reeclize that American officers would quickly
discover that most of the Filipinos are in the army for the pere
sonal aggrandlzement which asccrue to them,

Colonel Ausejo is the only high renking orficer who would
sincerely welcome some competent American officers., On differe
ent occasions he has told Mr Ossorio that he realizes that only
Amerlecan officers ecan stralghten out the organization and mold
it into an effective fighting unit.

The enlisted men would welcome good combat officers and
non-commissioned officers to train and lsad them against the
enemy, The soldiers could be developed into ‘effective and dee
pendable fighters if they only had someone to lead them agsinst
the :m;ur. rather than blazing the trail in retrest into the
mountains,

General Conditions Because of the scarcity of commodities and
because of the presence of entirely too
much money, prices have gone sky high. This hes resulted in an
undue hardship on the civilians,
The morale of the civiliens is high because of the recent
vietories in the £WPA and in the Cegntral Pacific, lorale has
been raised considerably because of the supplies received from

Australia,
While malarles 1s prevalent, health conditions are not as

bad os might be expected, - The medicines received from Headquare
ters heve done & world of good, doing es mueh to raise ecivilian
morale &8s in combatting diseeases, :

The ettitude of the people is best refleceted by observing
thet in recent months the velue of the cmergeney money has risen
to such an extent that it 1s worth more now tham the Jupanese
money. In some areas the Japanese money ls not acceptable at
all,

Propegenda is not as lmportent now as it formerly was. The
programs ere liBbened to attentively, and the news spreads rapid-
ly throughout the free areas as well as into the occupled towns,
The Jeupanese have Jjust about abandoned any hope of converting
the rilipinos by propegenda end the "attractive™ policy, and are
now resorting to terror tactics.,
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT : Governor ALFREDO MONTELIBANO has been & lot
of help to the Army. The municipalities in the free areas have
governmental agencies which ma in peace and order, dispose of
eivil cases, encourege the people to plant more crops, collect
some taxes, either in ocash or & percent of the crops, and attempt
to prevent the sale &nd trensportation of commodities to the

Japanese occupled areas,

PROPERTY D/ MAGE CLAIMS : Recently, Governor Montelibano issued
an order directing the people to prepare end file olaims for
property destroyed by elither Japanese or the guerrillas, The
people have been given the impression that the United States
Government will make good these losses, This has resulted in
the people encoureging the army to destroy their property.

False claims, ce well as highly exorbitant claims, are being
filed, .

ALFREDO MONTLLIBANO : Governor of Iree Negros. A good, honest
men., He was wealthy before the war, -Has been a lot of help to

the army thngm have been some petty disputes betwoen the
-——— oome nv .

TRANCUILINO VAIDERRAMA : The owner of the Valderrama Lumber
Mill located 2t Yiotcrias, His mill was burned by the guerril-
las to keep it from falling into enemy hands, Though it was
probably worth helf a million pesos, he has filed & claim for
eleven million pesos,

GIRARDO IGOA : Formerly a plenter living in Manapla, Was shot
by a band of guerrillas in August 1942, !'is wife and two chil-
dren were taken to sea and drowned, The name of the leader of

the guerrlillas 1s unknown, but Mr Ossorio strongly suspects that
ia jor Fldel SOLIVEN, Jr and Ceptain Charles H SMITH know about
tlhese murders, judging by the way they attempted to keep the

facts from becoming known.

FIDEL SOLIVEN, JR : Formerly Chief of “olice of Bacolod before
being inducted into the army as a Major.

CHARLES H SMITH : Captain in the nr-{. Prior to the war he
was branch meansger of the Intermational Harvester Compeny in
Bacolod,

WILLIAM "HABLUESTZEL™ : Swiss nationelity living in Bacolod,
He 1s about 50 years old and has been a resident of Bacolod for
over 30 years. He is honest and trustworthy. Besides being the
former er of VWarner Barnes & Company, he owned two sugar
cameplantations. He 1s regarded as the best informed person on

Negros as & whole,

A ARKHANGELSEKY : A Russian, but is believed to be a maturale
ized Filipino. He has lived in Menapla for over 30 years, Con=
sidered to be reliable and trustworthy.

JOSE PEREZ : An attorney living in Kabankelan, He is Spanish
and vas educated in the United States., Conslidered reliable,

JUAN MARTINSZ GODENEZ : A Spanierd l1living in Bacolod. Sus-
pected of being pro-Jap but in reality is pro-Americen. He has,
at risk of his own life, hélped Americen prisoners in Bacoled.

% TAYCO : A reliable Speaniard living in Kabankalan,
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