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l. Uergeant uichael sikula a turret gunoer with the
673rd “quadron of the L17th ‘ombardwent Uroup (L), Just returned t
his organization ufter balling out over H (700 I8LAND on 5 Jan-
uary 1945. The following narrative represents an oral account
a# related to the squedron lantelligence Ufficer:

Twelve A-20's of the 673rd "quadron took off at
1230/1 %0 strike OILAY AIRDROME on NEGHOS TSLAND § Jaauary 1945.
The formation proceeded from base in o southewsterly direction
in two O-plane boxes at 200 miles per hour «nd at J,000 feet.
Thence it flew south of JANAY IZL/ND, heeding esastwards to
NEGROE I°8LAND snd saking landfall south of ACOLOU on the west
eoast or N CLOT TCLAKD. The attack was made in two flights of
& planes abresst with a L5 seconds Iinterval between flights
from © 2 L to X N U at JOO miles per hour or sore and at aini-
pum altitude. “econd Lieutenant Hobert L. laley and his gunaer,
Sergeant ichael Mikula, after coapleting their boadb rua
received a burst of flak from enemy shore emplacements, whieh
vere belleved to be located on NAGA AITRDROME. The guaner
looked to the right of his plene nnd saw the immediste explo-
sion which set fire to the leading edge of the outboerd wing
ead the right engine naecelle. Zvidently the rig bt outboerd
tank was hit rirst., The pllot ocalled the gunner Lo put on his
parachute and to stand by, ead prepere for ditehing. The
plane continued %0 malntain proper speed, altituce and diree-
tion. “ergeant Mikula stood by the hateh and waited for fur-
ther lastruotions, removing the earphone plug from the tSurret
and pleeing it to the hateh Jack-box. Them he tried to contact
bis pilot by volee but without sucoess. le fineally resorted to
the coekpit flash-light, and after signalling the pilot a few
tises a weak voice came over the interphone, urging the guaner
to bail out. The guaner, with his head towards the tail of
the plane, fell forwara as soon as he heard the pilot telling
him %0 Jusp. The plane was spinning to the left slde, but he
tried to get out to the right osusing half of his body %0 be
caught by the centrifugal force. !owever he was able to kieck
himselr free. lis parachute did not open until he was J50 %o
LOO feet from the sround becauss he failed to pull it hard
snough on the rirst atteapl. |
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'he plane spuu in approximetely 2 miles south of
where he landed., Civiliane testified that only one man purea=-
shuted from the buraning plane. uUne of our plancs cireled
sver the area to see 1f anyone Lalled out and the gunner sig-
nalled beck that he was uninjured. £y this time two Fillipino
oivilians identifying themselves as friends, ran towards Lins
and warnad hiz that Nips were in the vicinity. They told hie
to teke off hie 2hirt and handed him one of their white shirts
and a straw hat to avold cetection. They ran for sbout three
kilometers through knee-high mud -nd waist-high water in the
swamp. «nother Filipine boy osme to meat the party of three
and told them that the Japs were in a coconut grove nosarvy.

The c¢ivilians later told him that there were nine Japs in the
grove who were looking for the survivor. Zfarther away, beyond
the swamps, he could hear the rattle of Jap machine gun fire.

A fourth Filipino soout Joined the party cerrying focc, ianelu-
ding ohicken, sweet potatoes, some rice, B raw eggs, and clga-
rettes. xore Ffilipinos came, four of them, WLO brought addi-
tional food. At cdusk one ©f the ilipinos tock thea vo hie
house, carryiag & pair of trousers tC repluce Lho sunner's wet
ones. iHe was agein fed apd received loyal hospitality. . few
of the older men came into the house to give rdvice on the best
possible route of escspe. vne of Lt em suggested that ergesni
Mikula be sent to rANAY 1I°0L.0D by sall bdost, becsmuse there

were fewer Japs there and the guerilles were more active. le
also demanded s written atetement from the gunner that he was
willing to teke this risk. 7This Filipino, however, was perfect-
ly willing to teke him to PANAY where the guerillas are locauted,
but left the final deeision in the hands of the gunner. serly
the 2ext morning the originsl guides and Sgt. #¥ikula were on
their way to meet the Fillipino guerilles on NEGHOUS ISLARD.
Before starting, two Filipinos were sent out 1o reconnolier.
The party restead una slept for turee hours during the night.
Phe following afternocon they met the guerillas, who agked
gergeant Mikula hie name, serial aumber, neme of the pilot

and where the crach took pleee. 7Then they sent out a patrol
with the two civilians to bury the pilot, salvage usable parts
of sireraft, =nd to destroy the rest. lext moralng, he was
gent to the 7.4th infantry ieadquarters. !lle was sgain asked his
name, serial asuaber and if he was fit 0 travel. .e wasg sent
to a CI', where he stayed for one dey and & half due to raining
weatber. The following morning he was sent to the 72nd Divil-
gional remdquarters, cowmsnded by Lt. Col. Xata. e reached
this lidqe. after traveling that wheole day end one nlgnt.

lhere, Le wet Lieutemant fchmultz of the U. . Cavalry deaoll-
tion squad. Three days lsuter they left for the south, Lieutenent
chaulitz leading. They arrived at LA COSTELLANA late tlel
ulght, where two F-38 pilots, Lleutenants Leschino and “annes,
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were waiting for their departure after they had bailed out and
belly landed on Negros. That night Ogt. xikule and the pilots
slept at the Uivisionsl ndqs., leaving the next day, for the
76%h Divisional hdqs. The next morning the pilots decided %o
wailt another day bhefore leaviog as one of thea had wreanched

hls back 1o balling out and didn't feel like traveling. Sgt.
Mikula left for HIMAMAYLAND with a Filipino where they arrived
on the same night and stayed for one more dey cnd s night prior
%0 thelir sailing on a small boat for UF dandy. 2Aut due to

lask of good sailling wind they went ashore before resching
thelr destination. They walked one whole dey to reaseh CAUAYAN.
There Sgt. ulkula met M/Sgt. Jim Xllis of the U, ©., Hedical
Corps who treated his sore-feet and advised him to weit for

the two F-38  llots whom he left behind. Three days later the
pilots arriv by car, asnd Ugt. mikula joilned thea on their
Journey %o resch Lt. Col. Atinga who was stationed zbout four
klloseters south of CAUAYVAN,

Ua their way, four F-4LUs aade strafing pesces at
thez lanspite of their car being 1deatified with a big v.i.
Fleg. The car stalled and they took cover in a banana grove.
The Corseirs could not find them again, but they did destroy
@ guerills motor pool of three trucks and one car, killing two
eivillens and wounding three others. The Colonel was expecting
thes und provided them with food and quarters for the night.
The next morning they were supplied with food provisions and
a Sea-men salling boat to teke them to TOLONG, Tiis trip
iasted two nights and two and & half days. Teking advantege
of felr wind they mnde good time arriving et TOLU G in middey
of Januery 2j3rd. Upon resching 7TULONG they were unable to
get ashore until 1800 due to a strong wind eurrent., V"hen they
reasched shore, ' gt. Mikula, Lts. ‘ehmultz, 4eschino snd “annes
aade conteact with the U.5, Cigasl Corps, who im turam got in
communication with LEYTE to send a #2Y to plek them up. Three
days later a /By arrived and took the satire party to LINDORD
-I3LAND. At TOLONG he was given a rough map of the island
showing a«ll Wip positions and instellations. This was done in
View of the fsct that our planes were bombing and strafing
eivilisen personnel instead of the kips.

io oonclusion ‘gt. Mikule suggests that every crew
Geaber oarry an extra pair of socks, a toothbrush and above sll
toc wear GI1 shoes. .Juckily he had no need rfor his medical kit
which he left in the plune. Le also states that you should put
ourselrl in the hands of eciyilians and guerilles as their systes
¥ur escaping airmen is perféect.
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