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MASBATE and PANAY

Fram Hl \Mr Homer A MANN
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lame Hemer A Mann
Born: 1910 et Durango, Mexieo, of /meriean perents
BEducation: BE in Mining Fagineering, University of Califormia
Civilian

Cecupation: Chief engineer, llasbate Consolidated Mining Compeny
Service: let Lt CE 6%h Military Distriet, 1943 - 194k
In Fl: Sinee 1937

Interrogated by G2 GH{ SWPA
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jenn's experiemce with the G6th Military Distriet wes 1imi ted,
He possessed topographicel information for which he was referred to the Allied
Geographical Cectiom. Hie information is considered reliable.

il Jemn 19%‘1 At MCH om Masbate.

10 Feb 1942: Jepeanese occupation of Masbate. Left for TPenay.

Feb - May 1942: Supervised construction of Dumarec airfield as civilian employee
USAFFE under Mejor POWELL, 6lst Divisionm.

late Mey 1942: Burrender of 6lst Divieion. Bvacuated to Tepaz in Capiz.

21 Apr 19431 Commissioned lst Lt CE, Gth MD.

Moy = Jul 1949: Set up end operated blecksmith shops, obtaining engineering supe
plies, snd made roesd end trail reconnalssances.

Aug » Sep 1943: Teught demcliticn and construetion at éth MD Engineering Sehocl
et Sara.

Sep 1945 Mltlﬂht“lfﬂlﬂwutlrmlﬂm.innmlh
generator for 6th MD radio stetionm.

18 Sep 15451 Japenese penetration et Sare, Ivecuated to the mounteins and
subsequently tc Dumarac.

Cet = Nov 1943: Ren engimeering CF with Najor FERTIGC (evecuee 242 ) in evacuse

. tion near Tepes.

Deec 1945: Japanese penetration in Tapes area. Eveasuated into the mounieins.

Jen « Feb 194L: Built e water wheel from improvised materiels in the Mt Baloy
ares, to run 2 kw generator for 6th MD redioc station.
In cherge of cssembling /mericans for evasuatiom %o Austrelia.

leesed sbout 40 internees fram & compound near MCOM. The internees were brought
sway in ships by the Japsnese, probably So Luscm, They indluded sbout 49
eivilians, Japenese, mostly carpenters &t the mines; alesc approximately 5 Germens,
ineluding "RADTEE®, a hermless beagheamber, end *OCLDAMMER", 8 Jewish antieNasi,
Aisericens at Mesbate were not molested.
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JAVANESE CCCUTATION OF MASBATE EBarly in Februmry 1942 a detaghment of Jepemese
Marines lsnded near the mines 'nd cecupied the area, Some of the Japanese oar-
penters, formerly relersed from internment, sccomponied them as soldiers in
uniform,

JATLIESY CTHTTRATION AT £.1  On 18 September 1947 the Japanese approashed Cth
¥D Headquarters in the Sare ares, and sll of the steff, inecluding Venn, evoous-
tef on the morning ¢{ the 19th, ifenn waiched about A5 Japeanese burm the school
houses whieh had been used by the srmy. !le zaw them go into the barric of fan
Luis, heard about 200 shots fired, end eaw the barric burning. ' Cn the night of
the 19th Menn went bock end slept inm the school house whieh he hed formerly oecue~
nied, Tle raw bodiee of three men, & women mnd 2 child, all Filipino eivilians,
murdered by the Jepenese. C(n the 20th, se he left for the mounteins, he could
see many fires burning in the aree.

Magsacre of the liiseicnary Cemp There wec an evecuetion camp of miss lonaries
pituated e proximately five hours above Tapez

on n emall tributery of the . enay River. In Oetcber 1947, the Japanese penetiree

ticn campaign ap rosched the aree, snd the eemp broke up and expanded scmewhat

for greater securit;. At thies time the following peopnle were left in the original

cAmp

poctor Hose: imericen Baptiet liseiocnory, 'resident of the Centreol
Fhilippine Coliege.

Lre 08ee1 smericen.

Mr Yemes Covel: Teacher at Centrel "hiliprine College, Had been 1/
yeare in Jupan as a missionery, spoke Jspanese; would
scmetives trenelrte Acouments for Eth MD, but would
rive them no other essistance becsuge of his peeifist
belisfe.

re Covel:

Mise Erieceon: reagcher at Centrel Thilippine College,

j.ies Dowell: “eacher 8t Centr=l "hilippine College. "ed arrived at
the cexp on the day before the massacre.

At & nevy csmp about 10 minutes ewey from the original camp were
the following Americens from the Beptist VWleelon Hospitel im Cepiz, Caplzg

Doetor deyere: vistrituter of medicines sen: from the OWIPA for Gth WD,
Afflicted with a hernis which kept him bent cover ec
that he eculd nct leave the house,

. lleyers:

Vies Admng Murse in the Viseion Hospital,

At snother emmp sbout 20 minutes ewey from the criginal cemp
were the following:

yr Earl Rounds: From Capiz Missioun, Cheplain for Gth MD,
Mras Rounds:

pouglas fiounds; (7 yoars,

ur Merk Clardy: A=ssistent Mill Superintendent for MO,
HI'S Ell.ra_p'l

Jchany Clerdy: (7 yeers)

|

ierTy Cliardy: \4 JOArs

1ln December 1943 a mobile unit of about 200 Japs, scecmpanied by
approximetely 50 Filipino eivilians, suddenly sppeared in the cemp end magpaered
the entire porty. Inhebiteants of the area told Memn that Rounds and Clerdy at
first escoped, but vhen they ssw that their wives and childrem had been captured,
they gave themselves vp. Mr DIANALA, Tilipino pastor of the Baptist Church at
nearby Catepuncn, stated in e letter written later $o Major Fertig and Mr.
SCHUF INC (evacuee F265) thet he hed gone to the camp om the 20th of Deeember 19)3
and had seen that the entire perty hed been brutally surdered, Disnals buried
thm alli, '
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ALBERT KING, Americen Lisutensnt of the guerrills army hed been
Wwﬁ-:mumm-“m;ummmwtm
the missionary ecamp, and killed there at the seme time es the others.

Founds has discharged a Filipino servent s few days before md
there were reports that he had led the Japsnese in.

Major Fertig, Mr. Schuring and Mr. Spencer (evacuee §274) snd
their families were also living nearby but eseeped in time to avoid eapture.

"MARAKITA®* Jepanese eivilian interned on Masbate, relemsed by the Japanese on
5 Jenuary 1942. He returmed im eivilisn clothes with the Japanese =nd subse-
quently orgsnized a puppet govermment in the area. He is believed to have been
instrumental in the capture of Mr. and Mre., Barney Faust.

goestal Defense Corps Memn heard in December 1543 of the orgsnization of «

Coastal Defense Corps, ecmposed of Filipino scldiers
working for the Japanese. They wore Jepenese uniforms end were srmed with
Japenese .25 rifles which were comsidered better then the .30 Enfields with
which the BC were equipped, and they were trusted more them the BC by the Jap=-
anese.

i of the 6 114 istriet The 6th MD is run by Filipine of figers.
They are "cld timers", campetent, and
supported by the civilien population. There is little polities ancng the higher
ccammand forees; Lt Col CHAVEE' son is e sergeant and Lt Col RELUNIA's brothers
inelsw ptill holds the preewar rank of Major.

In the earlisst days of the guerrilla organizetion, imericen
¢ivilians were not encouraged to join, end in July of 1942 when lann volunteered
for service with Col Feralta, he was instrueted to stay in evacuaticn for the
time being. lmjor Fertig wes the only reserve officer smong the Americans on
renay, He wes called to active duty as distriet engineer and subesequently had
éamand of most of the .mericens given cammissions. /mericans served in advisory
cipacities sinece they were better technicians then Filipincs.

6%h MD Sngineering Sehool The engineering sehocl of the 68h MD rem for six

wecks at Cth MD Hesdquarters in the Sara ares in
iugust ond September 19.3. Clardy ren the school as executive offieer, Spencer
taught militery mepping in the field and Mann teught & course on demclition and
construction. 22 Filipino officers from combet units attended Menn's gcouree.
They bullt truss bridges of bamboo and improvised materiels in the field, and
precticed demolition os foar as limited quantitiees of explosives would zllow,
As pupils they showed good sptitude but were weeak in mathmaties.

MAJOR "ALVIOR™ Formerly of the Fhilippine Comstabulary. About 45 yeers cld,
Tas Frovost Mershall 6th MD in April 1943. Believed to have surreadered in
December 1943.

mmmwmmd’ Mmerican, Commcnling Offieer of the Alr Bese Squadron
at Sare., Corries seversl mechine gun slugs im his beek, sequired in the air
reids on Iloilo., Wes in bad health im Pebruery 194, end should be evecuated.

(n New Years Day 1942, Captaim REYES, FC, came to
MCK with 20 men and told Barney Feust, superintendent,
thet the Japsnese had landed and thet the imericans should evecuste, Although
the Jepenese did not setuslly lend umtil 5 Jenuary 1943, the Americans did
evagcuate at this time, and when they returned 2 days leter ell houses at MNCM
had been loocted. Dlasting eaps, dynsmite, bullion end precipitate to the value
of 200,000 pescs had been stolen. With the assistance of the police, scme of
thie property was reeovered,

it was reported thet loeal civilisps hed done this looting under
Reyes, SANTA ANA, (Filipino clerk et MOM) and GUNZALES (French mestizc, chief
of pclige et the intermment compound)., Later in Janusry a Lisutenent snd twelve
scldiers arrived from 'anay, and with their help parte of $wo bars of bulliom
were recovered. DECLASSIFIED PER L5 LIK U
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Seript Issued by MCM Due tc lack of transporteticn, there was o preseing need
for money &t MM at the end of December 1941, With the
suthorizetion of Governcr ecesen of jlzsbete, 10,000 pesos worth of seript was
mimecgraphed and used tc pay werkers in the mines. reh pliece was signed by
Barney Feust, superintendent of MO, I% {ig believed that no records of this
ismue now oxist.
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L pUoEN v Governor ¢f Mesbate. Cuptured by the Jopenese early im February 10«
wvhen he refused %o leave hisc wife, wvho was sick in the hoepitel.

CORIUE /:ua.‘:pet soverncr of Masbate under the Jepsnese, His brother-in-law,
syot, was stoying at )'r Ford's cam in Penay with kis two childrem, Lut is

believed tc heve returned tc Masbete,

STTIUINY A Goermen, intermed et MCX ot the outbreak of the ver and released U

l.-lu- o

the Japsnese on © Jemuery 1942. Believed tc have been brouzht tc Luzcn.
aiy ¥V in Americen {rum Cepscy Mining Compeny near MOV, At the cutbreek cof the
war, he enlled himeelf *Captedin® end later *Ceclcnel* and even "Ceneral”.

ME AND MRS B/ANEY TAUST « Yine superintendent et MQM, Both eaptured by the
Jepepnece in Februnry 19z,

EXL INE An smerican fram Salina, ¥anses, went into evacuation neer Tapoz in
April 1942. Died there cf Ayrentery in November of the srme year,

MRS HELEM IE (JouEn) want Mrs Menn went tc Begulo eerly in December 19,1,
On Christmas Day, Menn heard from Menils that she was interned st Dagulc. She

wes %o heve borne ¢ ehil t the end of April 1542,
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