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Name Courtland arl ishton +

Born 25 August 1902 in Arco, Ideaho

Lducetlion University of Hawail, Honolulu, 1925=29

Occupation : Superintendent of North Negros Sugar
Company, Manapla, "egros Occldental

Service Joined the guarrfllu army 20 September
1942 in the Cadiz, Negros area, GServed
8 scting First Llieutenant,

hesignment Served as tqQ S=4 in Sub-=Sector "G" end
later at Divisionel lleadquarters under
Colonel AT,

In PI Since 18 larch 1941

Interrogated by C=2 GH( SWPA

Although Mr Ashton had lived in the Philippine Islands only

a short time prior to the cutbrezik of the war, it is belleved
that his aprarent understanding of the Fillplno race 1s better
than of the average person beccuse of 17 years spent in Hawail
where he wes in constant contaet with Filipinos, Mr /ishton 1is
more tolerant and less critical in iis views than most American
evacuees concerning the manner in which the Filipinos are hande
ling the problems which confront them, It is belleved that the
informetion glven by him is relliable,
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CHRONOLOGY

18 Mar L1 frrived in PI end essumed duties as Superinten-
dent of North Negros fugsr Company, Jinapla,
Negros Occldental,

ny L2 Lvacuated to the mountains with vife, Had
previously prepered lncendlery begs so as to
destroy the sugar mill but falled to carry out
plan because the army had left Monapla before
the Japanese ot there and Le was not given any
instructions for the demolition of the plant,

20 Sep 42 Joined the guerrillas as a let Lieutenant,
Stetioned 1in Sub=8ector "G" as the D=4,

Sep L2=lov L3 Served as the O=4 under Capteln Zmilio B DAN.
During this period the guerrilles were active
in ambushing small Jupanese patrole and destroye
ing bridges,

e

/;ﬁtiﬁﬁy Ty
QM VAN DECLASSIFIED PER JCS LTR O
| \ | 20 AUG. 75

', T TR DECLASSIFIZD PER R350-Y

-1-




= Tpansferred to Divisionel Headquarters and
became the CO of the Chemicel Varfare Company,
Helped in obtaining suprlies and transporting
sume to the different aress, Also teught in
the Service fchool, glving lectures on defense
agalnst chemical warfare,
21 Jun AL = Evacuated to Austrelia,
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Guerrilla Organization While the organizetion has many faults,
it is belleved that it is as good as

can be expected under the c¢ircumstances. It is true that the
officers are political appointees, but there is no way to cire
cumvent this or improve the situation., The trouble is that there
are very few men on the island who have had suffieclent experi-
ence to qualify tiemsleves as offlcers,

Colonel ABCEDYE, Colonel LATA, and Colonel AUSEJO are good,
gincere officers, They have done all that is possible to im-
prove the orgenizetion by replecing the most imcompetent officers
with others who have shown signs of leadership,

The lack of leadership has had its effect on the enlisted
men who feel that they should not be expected to act as well
disciplined soldiers since thelir superiors zre so obviously imn-
competent,

In an effort to laprove the orgenization, three different
service schools ere being conducted, Since these schools were
first started in November of 1943 there lias been @ noticeable
improvement, The men ere better disciplined, more determined to
oppose the enemy, and are more consclous of the duties of e
soldler, espeelieclly is this true in regard to the reporting of
any intelligence information,

CULRRILLA ACTIVITIES : The guerrilla ambushes of Japanese
patrols constitute only a small paert of the work carried on b;
them. In a'dition to meking nulsance raids, which have requlired
the Jepanese to mainteln garrisons, the guerrillas have developed
a feirly relisble intelligence network, have influenced the peo=
ple not to cooperete with the Jepanesse or join the Neighborhood
Assoclations, and have been of tremendous help in keceping up the
morale of the civilians,

Personnel Regquirements There 1s no doubt but what most of the
oi'ficers would resent the presence of
American officers, btut it is belleved that Colonel ..bcede and
Colonel lMata would welcome them, Lr Ashton says that he has
discussed the problem with both Abcede and Meta and he concluded
thet they realiged thut Americen o/ficers would be needed in
order to get the maximum benefit from the guerrilla organization,

In order for Americean officers to accomplish the desired
results it would be necessary that they be high ranking officers
s0 as to commend the respect of the officers and men.

Mr Ashton seys thet the enlisted mem would be glad to have
some experienced sergeants train and lead them in combat against
the enemy, Many of them feel that they could make a much better
showing if they only had some leaders witi. combat experience who
could be depended omn,

It is very doubtful thet the Hewsilane-Filipino officers
would be able to get along in Negros. lHowever, the Hawallane
Filipino soldiers would probebly be welcomed by Loth the offlie

cers and the men,
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SEGRET

General Information Living in the free areas is done only
under extreme hardships. The bare neces-

sities of life are diffiocult to obtain. The problem has been

made more diffioult by inflation which has resulted from the army's
wagteful expenditure of money., The articles which are available
can be bought only by a comparatively few civilians end high
renking officers because of the sxorbitent prices,

The problém of feeding the people a&s well as the army is
difficult because of the lack of transportation., In some areas
there is an abundance of food, while in others, there is such a
scarcity that the people are faged with starvation,

Though the propeganda efforts of the Jupanese have been
successful at times, the Jaupanese themselves heve been responsie-
ble for turning the people ageinst them by terror tacties and
atroocities, It 1s believed that those who heve apperently been
collaborating with the Japanese are doing so only because it is
the easiest way to get by at the present tine, The big ma jority
of them, including the mewbers of the Bureau of Constabulary,
will turn ageinst the Japenese when the American forces first
arrive in the FPhilippines,

Civil Government The government is functioning as well es ean

be expected unier the circumstances, There
is no doubt but what some of the officlals, as well as some of
the officers in the army, are gullty of grafting and are feathere-
ing their own nests while they can. This has been made possible
by the printing of so much money and by the inefficlent manner
that it is presently being hendled,

Proper cooperation does not exist betwecen the government
énd the army. This has resulted in petty quarrells, bidding
egainst one anothsr in the purchase of food, end a lowering of
publie morale,

Among other functions, the local government officiels give
out the pensions to the pensionados, serve oun the currency come
mit¢ées, give the army its allotments, operate the civil courts,
énd attempt, with varying success, to collect 205 of the crops
for the use of the Government and the army,

Future. blems .. The Jepanese are expected to leave agents

behind in any territory teken by the Americen
forces. That the Filipinos are willing to serve as Japanese
sples has been amply proven during the pest two yeers, The
Japanese lLave been able to hire innumerable Filipinos to sct as
sples on the guerrillas and as ¢ result t.ey have been able to
know exsetly what they were doing. Tiere is no reason to believe
that they will experience any difficulty in obtaining agents in
the future,

The known Japanese collaboreators will not have a chance of
survivel once the invasion btegins, The big danger in this rese
pect 18 to prevent the wentom killing of innocent people because
of personel grudges against those people living in the occupled
towns who have done only that which was absolutely necessary in
order to get by,

. Seems o be the wmost popular man in the Philippines.

ROXAS
vﬁRGﬁ§¢(= Though he was populer at first, he is now regarded as
being pro=Japanese, '

INDEFPZIUDENCE : In meny discussions on the guestion of indepen-
dence, no one was ever heard to say that he wented the Fhilippines
to receive full independence., The people now realize how hopeless
their position would be without the aid q; the United States,
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