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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

Aireraft Warning in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

Assistant Chief of Staff, G=3, General Headquarters,

The installation of an efficient Air Warning System in
the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS must be completed and the system functioning
prior to the initiation of operations in that area., To accomplish
this a ground observer system will be organized and will employ the
communications channels now utilized for coast watching, intelligence,
and weather., A Fifth Air Force officer, fully cualified technically
in AMr Warning remirements, will be attached to your office (on
temporary duty) to assist in organizing and supervising formation
and operation of the Philippine Air Warning System, This system will
be placed in operation without delay.

R JTHERLAND,
Lieutenant Ceneral, U.S, Army,
Chief of Staff.
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traffic volme due to aireraft warning information will be detected

nemy inmtelligence servige and will result in intensified efforts om his
part to loeate and destroy all statioms.

3, In order to relisve the present imtelligence chammels of this
increased air warning traffie, it is proposed to establish a relay stetiom
on MINDIHAO with ALLIED AIR Foree persommel. This station to receiwve dirvectly
from Cuerrilla net eomtrol stations all aireraft warning and weather infore
mmmmitu-mmmuhmmﬂwmmm
Forcee st a forward Fighter Comtrol Cemter. In addition te relieving imtol-
ligence charmels of zir warmimg traffie, this statiem will insure the timely
receipt of air warming and weather imformation to the using agemcy. The
persomne] and equipment furndshed by the ALLIED AIR Forees to be absorbed by
them wpon the establishment of the firet FPighter Control Cemter in MINDIRAO,
Persamne]l and equipment required for the establisiment of a relay ststion
are availahle,

4s The ALLIED AIR Foree persormel to egtahblish the relay statiem will
be placed on detached serviee with the 5217 Recormaissance Battaliem, Provie-
ional, ot BRAUDESERT and will be given imtensive jungle warfare and other
technical training, preperatory to their movememt to the PHILIPPINES,

5, The ALLIED AIR Forces and Chief Signal Officer have concrred,
6, Recommendations.

8. That an Afir Varning Relay Station be established in NINDINAO
et the earliest preactieable date,

b, That the sttached letter be dispatched to the Commanier ALLIFD
AIR Forees,

¢s That the ALLIED AIR Forges establish a terminal station ot a
forward Pirhter Comtrol Center for direct commmication with the relay
station vhem established,

(SIGNED) S. ). CHAMBERLIM

8. 7. CRANMEERLIN,
Major General, G.5.C.,
Asst, Chief of Btaff, G-3,

GRADED UNCLASSIFTED
ik SEC ARMY BY TAT PER
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MRNORANDTN FOR CHIEF OF STAPF.
SUBJRCT: Adrereft Warhing in the PHILIPFINE ISLANDS.

1. The following action is being takem to implement the plan for
the development of am Alrereft Farning System in the PHILIFFINF ISLANDS
as ovtlined in yowr mewmorandum dated 20 Jume 1944, subject as above:

a. The operstiomal efficioncy and traffic handling capaecity
of existing commmicstion feeilities to and within the PH LIPPIN® ISLANDS
are being fmproved by the installation of additiomn] equipment at the
torminel stetion (KAZ, DARYIN) by the intredustion of eomtimuwous net opere-
tiom and lyy the promulsstion of suitable Sigmal Operstion Instuctions teo
standardise and closely ecortrol commmicstion procedures.

b. A Standing Operating Precedure for Ground Observers in the
PHTLIPFI™E ISTANDS based wpom the standard precedwure now employed bWy
V Fighter Command in the NEY GUTNFA area has been prepered and will be
distributed by courier as soom as prectieable, An extract contaiming
only essential instructions has beem pr-pared and semt to all Net Cenmtrol
Stetions in the PHILIPPINE ISTANDE for distribution te associsted rosts

and immediate use fer instruction of all opereting persommel.

¢ The above mentionsd rrecedure will be placed im operstiom,
wiliging existing redio chammels, as soom as persommel in the PHILIFPINF
ISIANDS 'wve had sufficient time “or minimm indogtrination,

de The Commander ALLIED ATE Forees will be provided sufficient
information eomSerninge comumicstion facilities amd q-ﬂim
to peruit the establishment of momitor gtations st forward Control
Centers for the imterception and wtilisation of sl) sireraft warming infor-

metion, T T, vagant ey

2o Completion of the above mentionsd astiom will result in the
formetion of the mucleus of an exsellemt ground observer systes
PHTLYPPFTNE TSLANDE, all informetiom comserming sireraft wovements
bWy existing posts being reported with a winiwm delay teo KAZ and
tameously to appropriate ALLI™D AIR Feree Fighter Control Centers., It

that the sddition of aireraft warmipg informatd
eireuits slresdy carrying westher and intelligence trafrie will 1
overioad these chammels., It is also anticipeted that the inerease in




- B
-1 .
. | .- t

Gl. - FRAL HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

23 Mugust 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, PHILIFFINE Subdivision, G=3.

SURJECT + AMAdrcraft Warning For E-1 Operatiom.

l. Analysis of the problem of providing aircraft waming coverage
for the SARANGANI BAY Area indicates that coversge from the northwest, north
end northeast by radar equipment will be rather spotty due to the nature of the
intervening terrein. It is essential, therefore, that radar coverage be supple~
mented by a sufficient number of ground observer posts in order to prevent air-
ereft approaching from these directions undetected.

2., It is therefore recommended that a minimum of six (6) ground
observer posts be installed without delay in the SARANGANI BAY Area to supplement
existing guerrilla watcher stations providing aireraft werning coversge from the
northesest, ncrth and nowtheast. Recommended genersl loecations, together with
locations of existing and proposed guerrilla stations are indicated on the in-
closed map. These ground observer posts will also be capable of providing
general intelligence and weather information in this vital area.

3« Fersonnel and equipment for accomplishing the above mission can
be obtained by utilizing the lst Ground Observer Flatoom, Ground Observer Compeny
*p*  583rd Signal Aircraft Warmning Battalion, now being trained and equipped at
CAMP TABRAGALBA containing one Americen officer end thirteen (13) American en=
listed men and sixteen (16) Filipino enlisted men, augumented by two (2) weather
observers of the 15th Weather Squadron,

1l Inel.
Map




AG 321 (16 Jul 44)C
SUBJECT: Air Werning in the Philippine Islands

TO + Commander ALLIED AIR Forces.

l. Action is now being teken to establish en Air Werning System
in the PHILIFPINE ISLANDS which will be operating prior to operations
in that area. Ground observer and coast watcher stations now in
operation in the Islends end their associated communicetion facilities
will be employed to form the basis of thie system. Information on
enemy aircraft detected will be reported in accordance with an opersting
procedure based on that used by the V Fighter Commend. Detailed information
a8 to channels which cen be monitored to intercept these air werning
reporte will be supplied later.

2, It is enticipated that the addition of eir warning information
to communicetion chennels alresdy carrying both weather and intelligence
treffic may seriously overload these eircuits, It is therefore desired
that the ALLIED AIR Forces furnish the necessary personnel and ecquipment
for the esteblishment of en eir warning relay stetion in the FHILIPPINE
ISLANDE. This stetion will receive directly from Guerrilla control
stations all air warning end weather informetion snd will relay it to
ALLIED AIR Force Fighter Control Centers.

3. Fersonnel and majof signal ecuipment to be furnished zre as
follows :

Personnel Equipment

Communication Officer es Transmitters, Type TW-12 (2opnl, 1 spare)
Radio Operator-mechsnic es Receivers, BC 342 (2 opnl, 1 spare)
Radio Uperators ea Power Units, PE 236 (3 opnl, 2 spare)
Flotter-filterers

4Le It is further desired that the personnel furnished for this
duty be in excellent physicel condition, be highly quelified technicelly
end be volunteers for duty in enemy territory. This personnel will be
placed on detached service with the 5217th Reconnaissence Battalion,
Frovisionel, APO 923 as soon ae possible for training prior to move-
ment to destination. Triple A eir priority is suthorized for the

trensportation of personnel and equipment from present location to
AFO 923,

BASIC: Ltr from TAG, file AG 321 (16 Jul 44)C dd 16 Jul 44, to
Commander ALLIED AIR Forces, Subject: "Air Werning in the FHILIFFINE
ISLANLE",

B. M. FITCH

Colonel, A.G.D,
Adjutent General

.-Il:‘,_'




BASIC: Ltr from TAG, file AG 321 (16 Jul 44)C dd 16 Jul 44, to Commarder
ALLIED AIR Forces, Subject: "Air Warning in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS".

Ry command of General MacARTHUR:

s/ B, M. FITCH,

t/ B. M. FITCH,
~solonel, A.G.D.,
Adjutant General,

AG 676.1 1st Ind.
HEADQUARTERS, ALLIED AIR FORCE, APO 925.
T0: Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, APO 500.

1. In accordance with request contained in paragraph 3 of basic
communication, the following V Fighter Command personnel have been placed
on detached service with the 5217th Reconnaissance Battalion and are now

in training:
Rank Name ASN Duty SSN

2nd Lt Edward T. Pompea 01639505 Comm O 0200
Cpl Charles L, Hoffman 35679553 Hadio Op Mech 648
Cpl Thomas A. Jenson 36650485 " "mon o A48
T/5 Robert L. Spingmeyer 39118902 Plot Filterer 510
S/Sgt Walter B. King 3.465533 " " 510
T/5 Bernard C, Fitzpatrick 32617318 " " 510
Pfc Robert R. Schraml 16056585 Radio Operator776
Cpl Charles J. Joyce 12143918 " " 776
Pfe Albert L. McAdams 33600490 " 776
Cpl George A. Visingardi 35543131 . 776
T/5 John F. Patton 15130537 " 776
T/5 Earl W, Fesler 32668743 " 776

2. All radio and power equipment requested in above mentioned
paragraph, or approved substitutes in lieu of specified item desired,
have been delivered to above listed personnel,

For the Commander:

HARRY R. BEAMER
HARRY R. BEAMER
Captain, A.G.D.
Asst, Adj. Gen,
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16 August 1944

MEMC FOR RECCRD:

1. Top Secret letter, this Headouarters, file Ag 321 (16 July 44)C

dated 16 July 1944, Subject: Air Warning in PHILIPPINE ISLANDS directed

the Commander, Allied Air Forces to establish certein aircraft warning
fecilities in the PHILIPPIRE ISLANDS without deley. The lst Ground Observer
Plateon, Ground Ubserver Compeny "D", 583rd Signel Aireraft Warning En hes
been designated to accomplish this mission. In addition, this unit will
establish five (5) observer posts to provide gireraft warning to the K-1
operation and will provide intelligence informetion to this Headouarters.

The provision of these additional facilities will recquire additional eouipment
as indiceted in the inclosed letter.

2. Basis for requirement for individuel items is as follows:
a. Radio Sets, Navy type TCS-9 and Fower Units PE 236: Highly

mobile 25 watt set for use at net control station. Two operationel,
one spere.

Radio sets, SCR-284: For use at observer posts. Five (5) sets
recuired in addition to five (5) authorized by CO 306, Hq 5th Air

Force, dated 14 liey 44, provide suiteble spare components and
equipment for use at supplementing guerrille ground observer posts.

Reel equipment CE-11 and Headset TS-10: To provide telephone
communication from concealed radio stetion to exposed observer
posts.

Test set I-77: For use in repairing radio equipment.

Camera: To photograph hostile installations in SARAGNI BAY
end DANSALAN RIVER VALLEY.

f. Watches, type A-1l: Required for sccurately reporting of time of
observation of eircraft.

3, Subject unit, less personnel and equipment, will be shortly attached
to the 5217th Reconnaissance Emn, AP0 923, for administretion and training end
must be fully trained and equipped by 1 September 1944.




COPY

=ttt r—t— e

AG 475 (18 Aug 44)0-D 18 August 1944

SUBJECT: Special Equipment for 583rd Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion.

TO : Commanding Ceneral, United States Army Forces in the Far East,
A. P. 0, 501.

1. It is contemplated that the 1lst Ground Ubserver Platoon, Ground
Observer Compamy "™D", 583rd Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion, presently
aettached to the 5217th Re connaissance Battalion, APO 923, will be committed
shortly on a vital mission of a Top Secret nature, In order to insure the
succese of this mission, it is essential thet this unit be furnished cer-
tain controlled items of equipment in excess of that currently suthorised.

5. It is therefore desired that the above mentioned unit be auth-
orized the following items:

ee Radic set, Navy type TCS-9 complete

es Power unit, PE-236

ea Radio set, SCR-284

ea Test set I-77

ee Converters M-209

ea Reel equipment CE-11, complete including
1/4 mile wire W-130 on reel DR-8

ea Handsets TS-10

ea Camere equipment DH-324, including
1l ea case PH=-371

ea Filter retaining ring, Kodak series VI

ea Filter, Wratten K-2, Kodek, series VI

ea Film 35 mm, 36 exposures rolls in daylight megazine

ea Watches, wrist, type A-11 (Air corps item)

3., It is requested thet the necessary ection be taken to secure
radio authorization from the War Depertment for the procurement and issue
of photographic egquipment and supplies listed in paregraph 2 above, in
accordance with War Department letter, file AG 413.53 (15 Jul 43) OB-S-SPOPI-M,
dated 22 July 1943, subject: "Fhotographic Equipment and Supplies”.

L., It ie further desired thet action be teken to insure that the asbove
mentioned equipment together with that currently esuthorized is made evalleble
to the 1st Ground Observer Platoon, Ground Observer Compeny "D", 583rd Sig-
nal Aireraft Warning Battalion with the least practiceble delay.

By commend of General MacARTHUR:

B. M. FITCH
Colonel, A.G.D.,
Adjutent General
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Attasiment of Unite.

=3 DG/S, USATYE (THW: AG,ONQ 6 Leptember 194k
end A0, USAIYE)

1. Request necsssary orders be issusd trensferring, less perscanel aad
whm-ﬁ-mum’l % APO 929 and sttaching them for
traticn, supply ead tsaining %o the S217th Resemsaissanes Battalien (P)s

1s% Grownd Observer Flateon, Grownd Observer Co "I, 59Tk Big AV In
2ad CGround Observer Flateen, Oround Obssrwver O °"D", 59TWh Gig AV I

2. Adove mentioned ergenisations will be filled frem persennsl of the
597%h Signal Adrereft Warning Battalion now on detashed servies with the 5217WA
Regonnsissanse Battalion (F), equipped and staged for opemretion within enemy held
Serritory at this losatiom.

D ———— app——— T T eppapapppmp—"

Undated memcrandum from the Chief of 5 to the Assistant Chief of
Staff, G-3, subjeet: Adreraft Warning in the FHILIFFINE ISLANDE directed
that an aireraft warning system be installed in the FHILIFFINE ISLANIE and
the system functioning pricr $o the coomensement of operstions in that area.
Full use is now being made of guerrilla perscmnel for this purpose but a
requirement exists for supplementing guerrilla fasilities with those of the
Fifth Alr Foree. The lst Ground Observer Flatoon, Ground Observer Cempany *"D*,
583rd Signal Alreraft Varning Battalion is now fully trained, equipped and
seheduled for early departure %o supplement existing observer posts in the
SARMIGANI BAY area, The lst and 2nd Flatooms, Ground Observer Ce "D", 597th
Signal Aireraft Warning Battalion are contemplated for employment S0 suppors
the E~35 operatiom.

E.E.

{s

G=3 Oms., PSS D




Movement of Unis.

G=3 ; Deputy C/5, USAFFE (1HAU: AG) 28 Mguss 1944

1. It is requested that the lst Ground Observer Flatoen, Ground Obssrver
Company *D*, 589rd Signal Alreraft Warning Battalion, now at AFO 923 be moved by
air en 13 September 1944 % DARNIN and thenes by nawval wessel to MINDANAO ISLAND,
FHILIFFVINE IGLANDE . The Commander, Allied Maval Forees will provide necessary
transjortetion for unit frem DARVWIN %0 destination.

2. Strength of unit, inecluding attashed detagchment, 15th Weather Squedron, is
ene (1) officer snd thirty-cme (351) enlisted mem.

5. This is & permenent shange of station.

4o It is further requested that the lst Oround Cbserver Flateon, Ground

Ubserver Compeny "L, 565d Signal Alrerafs Battalion, be relieved frem
attaghuent %0 the 5217th Reconnaissance Eattaliocn (F) effective upon departure

1. TOF SECRET letter, thie Headquarters, file AG321 (16 July LL)C dated
16 Sertember 1944, Subject: Adir Warning in the FHILIFFINE ISLANIE directed the
Commender, Allied Air Forces to establish certain aircraft warning fecilities in
the FHILIFFINE ISLANDS without delay. The lst Ground Observer Flatoon, Ground Observer
Company *"D", 583rd Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion has been designated to eccomplish
thie mission. In addition this unit will establish five (5) observer posts in
southern MINDANAO to provide aircraft warmning end intelligence information in support
of the K=1 opereation. Transportation of unit by submerine from DARWIN to destination
hes been arrenged with the Commeander, Allied Navel Forces,

2e The let Ground Observer Flatoon, 583rd Signel Alr Warning Battalion was
attached to the 5217th Reconnaissance En for edminietration, supply and training by
letter, Hq USAFFE, file FEGC 370.5 dated 13 August 1544, Subject: Attachment of Unit.
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

CHECK SHEET

(Do not remove from attached sheets)

Subject:

==

To: Deputy G/E, USAFFE Date: § September 1944
Thrus C.R.0. and AC, CHQ :

1. Reference is made to check sheet this office dated 22 August 1944.

5. Tt is reauested thet so much of ebove mentioned check sheet as
refere to movement of 1lst Ground Observer Flatoon, Ground Observer Company
"D 583rd Signal Aircraft Warning Bettelion on 13 September 1944 be changed
to read 10 September 1944.

3, Above mentioned change 1is due to recent information received
concerning ETA of vessel scheduled to transport personnel from Darwin to
destination,

Thru: AG, GHQ 6 Sept 1944.
To; Deputy D/5, USAFFE

Arrangements have been made with DAT to furnish the transportation
as requested on 10 September 1944.
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Attachment of Units

Commending General, Far Lest Air Fﬁrcus, A.P.U, §25
Commanding Officer, 5217th Reconnaissasnce Bsttalion (

l, &ffective this dete the following units, now &t A.FP.C.
trensferred (less rersonnel and ecuipment) to A.F.0. ©0273:

1st Ground (bserver l'letoon, Ground Cbserwver Co "D"
¥

EQ™4 C©4 AW R
& ' A o LE AW DI,

2d Ground Ubserver Flatoon, Ground Cbserver Co "D",
597th Sig AW En,
2. Lffective this dete the ebove mentioned units are relieved from

duty under assignment to Fer Best Air Forces and ere attached to the 5217th
P f 5 = . . . - » 5
Reconneissance Dettelion (FP) for edministrati on, upply end training,

By commend of Genersl MNacARTHUR:

Copies to:
CinbL, SWFA
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Fiatols, eal . iwo inah barre.
Holsters, » piotel, eal .36
Owmn, sub-mmghine, esl L5, =3
Biaceulars, =17

Enives, treuch, ir; s/scabbard =0
Fietel, sutcastic, eal 45 #1911, 4-1
Fods, sleaning, eardine, osl .30, ¥l
detech, wrist, 7 jewel

- O S . . -
= ¥ - .

]
Radio Sets AN/TRCe2
indio seté, avy W 1C5-9, complete with
110 wols, 60 oyeles, power pask type 2018
jowew wmit, . 230

[

Fadio set, Al /TRC=10 or SCR &34 (Fadio sets
SUR-EGY auybs substl tubted penliug awail-
abllity of sbove equipsment)

el equijaent, Ciell, complete insluding 4§
aile wire, ¥=1350 on reel Lie8

Bandset, TS-10

Filashlight, Ti=-A2l

Chest, BC~'

Fliaze, U1~-126

Fljars, Ti~103

m iren, A~L17

Comverter, ~<09

Eive, B-7

Wire, Antenna, b=l

AN, mw

¥ire, #=192

Wire, hook up F20

Inseballs, indcor, sa.
Cheeker boagis, en,

Game, chwekere, seot *-"F \DED \K':lﬁ
Conrds ’ w
e, pering o S A TIED
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MEMO FOR RLCORD»

l. Undated Top Seeret Memorundum fyom the Chief of Staff %o the Assissant
Chief of Staff, G-3 directed the establisiment of an efficient aireraft warning
System in the FHILIFFINAE ISLANDS utilising existing inwwlligence perscmnel and
fasilities prior to the comencement of opsrations in thet area. Full use is
now being made of existing fagilities, aireraft warniang infonmtion being passed
on nommal intelligenee eireuits t0 this heasdquarters and sppropriste Alr Foree

aysncies.

<. To extend existing installations and to inprove the owerall effisismey of
the alreraft warning system, it is now contemplated o auygeent intelligence fasilitis
utilising ground cbserver platoons of the three light weight Signel Alreraft Battal-
ions ewrently sssigned to this theater, i.e., the 503rd, 596tk end S97th Signal
Averaft Varning Battelions. These units will install both ground observer josts
and pask-type radar posts as required both prior t© D-day and after the commenee-
ment of sotml operations in a given area. 7To sccomplish this mission, it is
essential that these organisations be suthorised certain additional items of equip-
ment as indisated in the inelosed list. :

“RAD JUFLLA

l & ' 3
“C Amnry BY 7 >SIFIED G=3 Opus, FS.D.

ncpm
E}Ui.}‘ W'll
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Rear Echelon
AFQO 500
19 Leptember 1944

A 400 (A9 Sept 44)0

SUNECT: Lpeeial lguipment for Ground Observer lnite.

70 ¢ Oumanding Gensral, hited States Army Forves in the Far Iast,
AFO SO).

d. It is snticipated that the primery missicn of militery grownd cbeserver
units in emjunotion with future operstions in this theater will be the establish-
ment pricor %0 setual landings in & given ares of suffiscient cbserver posts %
provide acouwrate and timely infommstion concerning airereft movements, ship sight-
ings, weather data, and other gsneral intelligenee. The scecmplisiment of
suth & mission within eneny held territory makes it sssential that ground observer
organisations be furnished certain items of equipment over and above that eurreat~
ly suthorised for nommal operations behind our own lines.

2. It is therefore
lspartment % suthorise the ;
ions the inglosed list of that currently euthorised by

Var Departamt letter, file 7 Apr &) OB=1«AFRiG=iM, subject: Constitution,
Astivation, Feorganisa tain Cignal Alrereft Terning
Units, and that shipment ted Ctates at the earliest
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2. It is desired that when th- personnel of the V righter
selected for assignment to the 20th and Zlst Ground Ubserver
Ground Observer Company "D", 596th Signal alrcraft Warnin
and the supplementing Filipino personnel to be placed on 1 service
with subject organizations have been deternined, their names and complete
details be submitted to this headquarters for issuance of aprropriate
orders.
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b. Authorize and furnish the 22nd Ground Observer Platoon,
Ground Observer Company "D", 597th Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion
100 Filippino Pesos per individual from intelligence funds and the unit
in addition to items currently authorized by T/0 and E 11-400 dated
1 March 1944 equioment listed in Appendices II to VII, inclusive.
Additional items are required to permit the unit to accomplish its
mission and to permit each individual and each individual post to
survive for a minimum period of thirty days operation in enemy occupied
territory independently of all other personnel or organigations. Require-
ments are based upon actual operational experience of intelligence
parties functioning in the PHILIFPINE Islands.

c. MlMove the 22nd Ground Observer Platoon, Ground Observer
Company "D", 597th Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion at a strength of
one officer and thirty-seven (37) enlisted men with personal gear and
~ approximately four tons of technical equipment by submarine to a con-
venient point on MINDORO ISLAND and arrange with guerrilla leaders for
necessary assistance in transporting personnel and equipment to desired

locations.

For the Commanding General:

JAMES 0. GUTHRIE,
Gﬂlﬂnﬂl. G-S-Ci’
Chief of Staff.

7 Inecls:

Inel 1 - APPENDIX I -
Inecl 2 - APPENDIX II
Incl 3 - APPENDIX III
Inel 4L - APPENDIX IV
Incl 5 = APFENDIX V

Incl 6 - APFENDIX VI
Incl 7 - APPENDIX VII

Info Copies:

Commanding General, FEAF.
Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area,

Att: Philippine Subdivieion, G=3 Operations.




19 October 194L

AG 38l1. 42 J
SUBJECT: Pre-assault Ground Observer Plan for 42nd Fighter Sector.

TO: Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, APO 710,

1. The following expansion of plan of this Headquarters for the
establishment of an aircraft warning system in the L2nd Fighter Sector
prior to commencement of actual operations in that area as outlined in
letter, this Headquarters, file AG 381.42 dated 16 October 1944, subject:
Alir Defense Plan for the 42nd Fighter Sector is submitted in accordance
with instructions of the Communications Off icer, Fifth air Force.

2. Aircraft Warning information from the k2nd Fighter Sector will
be obtained prior to commencement of actual operations from existing
guerrilla observer posts and by supplementing these posts by two (2) pack-
type radar posts and four additional ground observer posts of the 22nd
Ground Observer Platoon, Ground Observer Company "D, 597th Signal aircraft
Warning Battalion. This unit will be moved by submarine to a convenient
rendezvous point in the MINDORA area so as to arrive not later than U-14
and will be moved to desired locations with the assimtance of guerrilla
forces with the least possible delay. Proposed locations for such posts
as well as the locations of existing posts and ground obsefver posts to be
installed by the 21st Ground Observer Platoon, Ground Observer Company "Du,
583rd Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion are indicated in Appendix I.

3. It is requested that the above plan for the development of air-
craft warning facilities in the 42nd Fighter Sector prior to actual assault |
operations in that area be approved and the following implementing action

be taken with the least practicable delay:

8. FPlace on detached service with the 22nd Ground Observer
Flatoon, Ground Observer Company "D", 597th Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion,
now being filled, equipped and trained at AP0 920 twelve (12) trained
Filippino enlisted men of the §217th Reconnaissance Battalion (P), eix (6)
of whom are qualified radio operators (SSN 776) and six of whom are trained
Scouts (SSN 761). Past experience has proved that composite American-
Filippino teams are essential for operations within enemy held sections
of the PHILIFPINE ISLANDS. These personnel should Join the above mentioned
unit with the least possible delay to ensure maximum team training prior to

departure.
L ASSIFIED
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b. Authorize and furnish the 22nd Ground Observer Flatoonm,
ground Observer Company *D*, 597th Signal Aircraft werning Battalion
100 Filippino Pesos per individual from intelligence funds end the unit
in addition to items currently asuthorized by T/0 end E 11-400 dated
1 March 194l equipment listed in Appendices II to VII, inclusive.
Additional items are required to permit the unit to accomplish its
mission and to permit each individual and each individual post to
survive for a minimum period of thirty days operation in enemy occupied
territory independently all other personnel or organizations., Require-
ments are based upon actual operational experience of intelligence
parties functioning in the PHILIFFINE Islands,

¢. Move the 22nd Ground QObserver Flatoon, Ground Observer
company *D*, 597th Signal Aircraft Warning Battalion et a strength of
one officer and thirty-seven (37) enlisted men with personal gear and
approximately four tons of technical equipment by submarine to a con-
venient MINDORO ISLAND and arrange with guerilla leaders for necessary
assistance in transporting personnel and equipment to desired locations.

for the Commanding General;

/s/ James D. Guthrie, RHM
JAMES 0, GUTHRIE,

Colonel, Ge5.C4,
Chief of Staff,
7 Incls;
Incl 1 AFFENDIX 1
Inel 2 - AFFENDIX 11
Inel 3 - AFFENDIX I1I
Inell, - AFFENDIX IV
Incl 5 = AFFEDIX V
Inel 6 - AFFEDIX VI
INel 7 - AFFEIDIX VII1

Info Copies;
command ing General, FEAF.
commander in Chief, Scuthwest Pacific Area,
Att:; Philippine Subdivision, G-3 Operations,




19 October 194l
AG 381.42 7
SuBJECT:; FPre-assault Ground Observer Flan for 42nd Fighter Cector,

TO : Commanding General, Fifth Air Force, AFO 710,

1, The following expansion of plan of this Headquarters for the
sstablishment of an aireraft warning system in the 42nd Fighter Sector
prior to commencement of actual operations in that area as outlined in
letter, this Headguarters, file AG 381.42 dated 16 October 19L4L, subject;
Air Defense Plan for the lj2nd Fighter Sector is submitted in accordance
with instructions of the Communications Officer, Fifth Air Force.

2. Adreraft warning information from the 4f2nd Fighter Sector will
be obtained prior to commencement of actual operations from existing
guerrilla observer posts and by supplementing these postis by two (2) pack-
type radar posts and four additional ground cbeserver poste of the 22nd
Ground Observer Flatoon, Ground Observer Company *D*, 597th Signal Aircraft
warning Battalion, This unit will be moved by submarine to a convenlient
rendezvous point in the MINDORA area so as to arrive not later than U-=14
and will be moved to desired locations with the assistance of guerilla
forces with the least possible delay. Froposed locations for such posts
as well as the locations of existing posts and ground cbserver posts to be
installed by the 2lst Ground Observer FPlstoon, Ground Observer Company *D¥,
589rd Signal Aircraft Warning Battallion are indicated in Appendix I.

3. It is requested that the above plan for the development of air-
eraft warning facilities in the 4j2nd Fighter Sector prior to actual assault
operations in that area be approved and the following implementing actich
be taken with the least practicable delay:

a. FPlace on detached service with the 22nd Ground Observer
pPlatoon, Ground Observer Company *D*, 597th Signal Aireraft Warning Battalion,
now being filled, equipped and trained at AFO 920 twelve (12) trained
Pilippino enlisted men of the 5217 Reconnaissance pattalion (P), six (6)
of whom are qualified radio operators (SSN 776) and six of whom are trained
Scoute (SSN (6l1). Fast experience has proven that composite American-
Pilippino teams are essential for operstions within enemy held sections
of the Philippine Islands, These pereonnel should join the above mentioned
unit with the least possible delay to ensure maximum team training prior to

departure.
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AG 321 (19 Ot Ab)C

T0: Commander, ALLIED AIR PORCES, APO 925.

1. Phuﬂlﬂhﬂ“ldmmh
approved in pringipls.

2. mmmu—mumm-m
in paragraph 3a.

7 Inels: n/e
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

Major Elvove of V Fighter Command personally coordinated this
matter with General Chambers and Major Telesco. Lack of subarine
transportation and higher priority of committments make it impossible

to approve project at this time, : oct 27 AM.

Plan as outlined by V Fighter Command called for the tmapart,ﬂj:
of one officer and thirty-seven enlisted men of the 22nd Ground Obsk A
Battalion to be moved to MINDORO for installation of necessary Airersf€ *
Warning positions. ’ & (>
Major Elvove stated that V Fighter Command would make an independent
request for movement to stage unit at LEYTE ISLAND when personnel have been
sufficiently trained., It is believed that personnel will be ready by

12 November 1944,




tion difficulties in the de
equipment be landed at a convenient
prior to commencement of the M-I Operation.

3. Iththudmnmlrr-_nhdth-tmmm-dplmh
Wmm:tmmtrmpmumdmlmwh
mnade available to insure arrival in
Observer Platoon, Ground Observer Company "D", 597th Signal Aircraft
rrniuhtulm-ﬂlhlvﬂlhh frrth-ummtlhnutljm
Plods «

L. Mumlmipmtrnruﬁlumumﬂllhmm“
normal supply channels by separate letter.

For the Commander:
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BASIC: L&r fyem Hq, AAF %0 C-in-C, SWPA, subjesh:

Observer Plan”, dtd 26 October 19%A.

1 Inals _
1-11"‘-'.“.’““.
sub): "Oround Ubserver
Plan for MWIKE Iv, dtd
2 Ost Ak. :




AG 676,1
SUBJECT: Luson Ground Observer Plan,
TO : Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Facific Area, APO 500,

L. Reference is made to the inclosed letter, Headquarters, Fifth
Alr Force, subject: "Goound Ubserver Plan for MIKE I," dated 21 October
1944, which outlines a plan for the establishment of ground observer
posts generally along the line SAN FERNANDO - DILALONGAN prior to S=Day.
Locations of posts have been so selected to provide visual observation
of any aircraft flying southward from the CACAYAN RIVER VALLEY. '

2. Analysis of predicted radar coverage for both M-I (including
M-I consolidation) and M-2 operations indicate that little or no warning
will be obtained from aireraft approaching the landing beaches from the
CAGAYAN RIVER VALLEY. With the enemy's present knowledge of radar and
its limitations, it is safe toassume that this weakness in our aircraft
warning system will be fully exploted by raiding aireraft from the
FORMOSA Area. The establishment of Ground radar posts at the southern
oundary of the CAGAYAN RIVER VALLEY is therefore eseential. Tranporta-
tion difficulties in the desired areas makes it vital that personnel and
equipment be landed at a convenient rendezvous point at least two weeks

prior to commencement of the M-I Operation.

3. It is therefore strongly recommended that the inclosed plan be
approved and that submarine transportation of personnel and equipment be
made available to insure arrival in LUZON by S~14. The 23rd Ground
Observer Platoon, Ground Observer Company "D", 597th Signal Aircraft
Aarning Battalion will be available for the assignment about 15 November

1944, 4

4e Additional equipment for this operation will be reguested thru
normal supply channels by separate letter, *

For the Commander:

HARRY R. BEAMER

Captain, A.G.D.
Asst, Adj, Gen,
1l Inecl:
Inel 1 - Ltr, Hg, 5th AF, sub j:
"Ground Observer Plan for
MIKE I, dtd 21 Oet L4,

TOP-SRews:







BASIC: Lsr from Hg, AAF to C-in-C, SWPA, subject: " Lusen
Ground Observer Plan®, dtd 26 October 194L.

AG 321 (26 oet Lh)C 1st Ind.
GENEZRAL EEADQUARTERS, SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA, APO 500, 27 October L.
T0: Commander, ALLIED AIR FORCES, AFO 9525.

1. Before approval ean be given to the attashed plan, it 1i»
necessary that this Headquarters be furnished with somplets plans
for all future installations of aireraft warning posts in the
PEILIPPINF ISLAKDS.

2. When sush plans are received by this Headquarters, cons id-
eration will be ziven to areas involved and priorities will be es-
tablished based upon operational requirements.

By command of General MasAiTHEUK:

B. M. FITCH,
Brigadier General, U.2. Army

1 Ineol: Adjutant General

Inel 1 -~ Ltr, , 5th AF,
subj: "Ground Observer
Flan for KIKE I, dtd
21 oet Lk.

MEMORANLUM FOR RECORD:

™is mAatter was coordinated with censral Chamberlin znd General
Chambers and it was felt thetl unt1l such time that this headgquarters
could be Informed as to overall plans ~f alreralt warning installa-

tions, no comment would e made. -

& r

5 L g of 3
Air Force has been requeaﬁed to fupnish this Headquarters with

-'-r,

necessary plans. -
A ]
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