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1. Herewith is a report of Col, Smith on his investigation of the area
in the Cemsterio Del Norte where the enemy appears to have executed most of
those patriote of several nationalities apprehended for assisting our cause
in Manila, Affidavits taken by Col. Smith in the course of his investigation
are also attached as is a report of Mr. Earl Carrol, Chiirman of the Santo
Tomas Internees Committee, thereon. :

2. I understand that the area involved is a gruesome sight with contless
human bonee protruding in all directions —— mortal remains of great men and
women whe have given their )ives in support of our cause.

3- I recommend that: !
(a) Proper burial immediately be given these remains; and %‘0 e

(b) Thereafter the area, after consultation between representatives
of the Army and the Commonwealth Government, be set aside and
developed by either or both as & national shrine
unknown martyrs therein resting.
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1. Herewith is a report of Col., Smith on his investigation of the area
in the Cemeterio Del Norte where the enemy appears to have executed most of
.nose patriote of several nationalities apprehended for assisting our cause
in Manila, Affidavits taken by Col, Smith in the course of his investigation
apre also attached as is a report of Mr, Farl Carrol, Chhirman of the Santo
Tomas Internees Cormmittee, therecn.

derstand that the area involved is a gruesome sight with
rotruding in all directions -- mortal remains of great men
have riven their lives in support of our cause.

T recommend that:

(a) Proper burial immediately be given these remains; and V‘Z’J
i

Thereafter the area, after consultatlon between representatives
f the Army and the Commonwealth Government, be set aside and
developed by either or both as & national ehrine in memory of the

unknown martyrs therein resting. » J
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May 11, 1945

Brig. Gen. Courtney Whitney
Section of Civil Affeirs
General Headquarters

Trade & Commerce Building
Manila

Dear General:

I am sending you herewith a copy of the letter
Barl Cerroll left with me regarding the situation he
end Mr. Msnuel Menosa found in the Chinese Cemetery
Area and a recommendation that something should be done
to afford proper burial to the unfortunate
lost their lives in this Arees and for the conversion of
the Area into a neational cemetery with a proper designa-
tion.

Very sincerely yours,

F ] - _r"r
4 IRz

e /
C. A. DEWITT
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Camp Administration Committee
Santo Tomas Camp

April 8, 1945

Mr. C. A. DeWitt, Chairman
Philippine Committee

Santo Tomas Camp

USAFFE -- Civil Affairs

Dear Mr. DeWitt:

Mr. Manuel Masnosa and I went to the Chinese Cemetery
area today to try to locate the graves of the three inter-
nees who escaped from Santo Tomas during February of 1942
and were executed on February 1o.

Two Filipinos who have been working in the cemetery
for several years approached us and showed us the exact lo-
cation. In conversation with them, it developed that they
had knowledge of the execution and burial of a large number
of persons in that area during the three years of Japanese
occupation.

They took us to the places where persons mumbering from
one to 30 and 40 had been disposed of, either by shooting or
decapitaetion. The detaills of these executions were gruesome and
we found skulls, bones and bits of clothing to confirm their
stories. They roughly estimate that 3,000 to 4,000 persons of
all nationalities, including American, had met their awful fate
at the hands of brutal Japanese in this area.

It occured to Mr. Masnosa and me that something should
be done to convert this area imto a proper cemetery, probably
a national cemetery. It is almost certain that these persons
who met their doom there were executed because of their actions
on behalf of the American cause or their subversive work against
our enemy -- the Japs. They died without an opportunity to
fiﬂht back.

I am leaving for the United Stetes tomorrow morning.
Mr. Menose is willing to do anything he can to essist in get-
ting proper recognition and cere for this spot. I am sure that
you will be willing to do all you can. I trust you will agree
that it is something worthy of our sincere efforts.

A copy of this letter is going to Mr. Manosa and I under-
stood from him thet he would contact you soon for further dis-
cussion of the matter., I think it would be s good idea to
visit the area and talk to all the Filipinos who have worked
there or who have knowledge of what has happened.

Yours truly,

(SGD.) EARL CARROLL, Chasirman
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST

APO 501
9 May 1945

Report on Atrocities Committed by Japanese at Cemeterio
Del Norte.

Brigadier General Courtney Whitney.

l. On April 24, 1945, the undersigned accompanied by Judge C. A.
DeWitt and Mr. Jose Manosa went to the Cemeterio Del Norte to examine
the area where laborers reported a large number of people had been
murdered by the Japanese. The area in question lies northeast of the
south gate of the Chinese cemetery and measures approximately 200 yards
by 300 yards. It is open ground with only one pre-war burial plot
located in it. In the area there are numerous long trenches which had
been filled in. The earth has since settled over these trenches leaving
depressions. Most of the trenches are from 20 to LO feet long and about
iy feet wide. Protruding from many of them are human bonesy Skulls and
other human bones are scattered over the area.

2. Through the kindneess of Mr. Manosa of the Metropolitan Water
District, we were able to lecate four of the men who were connected with
the cemetery. He also located one victim who had been buried with two

bayonet and two bullet wounds and who later escaped from the grave., Their
affidavits are attached hereto.

Je Mr. Pelageo Reyes, Chief of the Cemetery, was able to keep a
secret record listing the date and number of persons killed. This record
is not complete as he was not able to get the exact number in every case.,
This secret record was read into his affidavit. It shows a total of 1745
persons killed during the Japanese occupation of Manila. This figure does
not include several groups which are listed but number involved remains
unknown nor does it take into consideration those brought to the cemetery

in coffins.
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| it. Col., CX
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Testimony of Guillermo legacion - page 2

How about the graves, can you see any bones out there now?
this is due to the fact that the
T passed theough the cemetery in
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pr, Daniel Santos, after having swom before 1.t. Col., C, 1. Smith, U.S.A.p
te1l the truth and nothing but the truth, testified as follows:

1

SPMIONS BY LT, COL. G. M, SULIHS
State your name, residence and occupation,
Daniel Santos, llasambong, San Francisco del Yomte., Cccupation none,
How old are you?
17 years.
Did you ever get in trouble durine the Japanese occupation?
No, sir,
iy were you arrested?
Because a spy pointed me as a guerilla,
ihen was this?
On January 3, 1945.
What heppened?
They brought me to
Jere you alone?
Twro trucks.
How many people were you?
I do not lmow, may be 100.
happened then?”
The Japanese killed all, 5 only were alive.

How did they kill you?

iy hands were tied on my back. After they have bayoneted me, I was buried
in the ground.

Did they shoot you too?
Yes, Sire

(Indicating wounds in his right and left ams).
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Indicatines wound on the chest).
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Testimony of Daniel 3anto

F Sy —

- &+
. - b !
ir names except O

do not In

Lo Vo mn
[ -auﬂ-dl

X ; k |
le were asked

read tortured.

Ties —_-__,“:'

M
" "wmber cure.
smmAaen OCOWI20

rt L&




VPR

Personally appeared béfore me, Mr, Daniel Santos, this 9th day of l'a:',
1945, who being duly sworn deposes and says that the facts stated in the fore-

poing affidavit are true as he verily believes,

JAIES A, CALL®DER
._,ﬂﬁt._, AGD

Asst. AG
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Persaally anpeared before me, Nr. Antonioc A. Torres, this 9th day of

May, 1945, who being duly swom deposes and says that the =
the foregoing affidavit are true 2s he ver
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"
JAIES A. CALLRIDRR
TEl'f',‘lt. ¥ .I".{m
.&ESt- J’F'HG

|
i




" ¥ = i X . vy | £ = ¥ [
JAnastacio Liwanag, ter having swvom before Lt. G
! e S wn == P . + 1= =

+to t2ll the truth NOTIILY out the ...'J...utll’ Eﬂt_

Lok LY kil d il id ]

e | T3 G-

14

* name, residence and occupation.

: . L PR P . T | o ! ol T V4 4 ar Cecuns ri Il -
Anastaclo | LVRNAE, resilaln ; \ J e g nezon VitlVe SUD tion
Foreman, Cementerio del Norte

How long have you been employed there?

Yananese occunation?

vou non

have to execute

aray

i b e mals

Fraves

=l
s [

E

il e

cover

., M -~ - - =1 1 - 5
".': A ﬁ Cl _|__I-. 'r LA

% g= = - o .
hey would onl]
-

= -
nole to be made

oW Yee
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iy, PELAGIO RSYES, after having swom before Lt. Col. C. ile Smith, T
to tell the truth and nothing it the truth, testified as follows:

State vour name, residence

Pelagio Reyes, residine at 467 Dimasalang, Vanila.
Section of Cemeteries, Department of Healtn, City o

How long have you been in that position}
About three years a (hief, Before that, 1 was in charge of the cemelery

for four months. . .n working in the Del Norte Cemetery since

1918,
was your position?
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