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| ) LAW OFFICES -)
£ ARTHUR MERKINGS i CABLE ADDMESS:

CLYDE A, DawrTT DEWITT, PERKINS & PONCE ENRILE TREDUOC, MANILA

A FONCE EvmiLe SEVENTH FLOOR, SORIANG BUILDING
MANILA F. O. BOX NO., T80

TOMAS CONTRERAS PHILIPPINE ISBLANDS

SEVERIANG B, OFLINA
JOSEFH LOWIS MKEESEY
MARIANO A, CARBOMELL

Cour tney Whitpey
Brigadier General

¢/o Civil Affairs

Prade and Commerce Bldg.,
Manilsg

My dear Courtney:
Enclosed ig my idea of a drsft of 8 letter

of introduection for Mr. Jordans.

Very sincerely yours,
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Manila, Philippines

June 18, 1945

Mg jor Theodore A. Sames
PCAU No. 3
Naga, Cgmarines Sur

Dear Major:

This letter is for the purpose of introducing
¥r. Jose Jordane of Naga, Camarines Sur, to you.
Mr. Jordane is an old resident andpmerahant of Naga,
and is well known throughout the Bicol region where
he served ag District Supervisor of ssles fnr the
Philippine Manufacturing Company since 193Z. He has
lived in the Bicol country more then thirty years
and knows it well. He is a native of Barcelona, Spain,
and a Phllippine citizen by naturalizstlon. Ee-wewld

degherur d
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= B e S :_m._ Li8 Ame gan
child 111tn S nmaat
8 good deal of risk to himseIl BNT NI lfamily. i
name of this child was Patriﬂia Ann Toung. Her fether
had died end her mother had been murdered in the hills
back of Negs where they 'were living in hiding from the
Japanese. After the death of her parents, uhe child
passed from hand to haend and Mr. Jordens finally took
her to friends of her mother in Menila so that she may
ba takan tn her family in tha Uﬁitaﬁ St&taa. AT

ehid , Ir had not Som &t fe oLk it ' dubl

if she would have survived.

<- Tours sincerely, - ‘tt
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Civil Affairs ' Chief of Staff 21 May 1945

1. Advise tnat Mr. C. A, DeTitt has ceased to be a member of
the ~tall of Lthis seeotion. He has however held hima .f and fArm
open to gratultous work on any ;roblems which may from time to time
arigse mmong the staflf sections where opindon on Fhilippine law s
dﬂﬂirﬂdi

2. He has been particulerly helpful io the “eal ‘state sestion
USAFTE and the Inemy Froperty Custodian in thies manner in the past
nd T have accepted his offer for future consultation as may be of
vaiue to the sommand.

e ¥r, Dovdti is intenssly loyal to Ceneral Macirthur snd for
that resson 1 have scught to readjust Lhe situation tc avoid the
possibility of injury to hie feelings, 1 believe that I have
aocomplished thias.
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ERVRAYOTE FOHe COREMAR RALES OWUTONL, TIERY

Hegersd thed sonclissery privilsgse ba swbsnfel @
Me, Olyde 4, Da¥iY, opoeisl Jegsl sivieow b+ the Commadar in Chdef,
By, DT s evooheld canaists of lewee pevsans,







MR4ORANDUM FOR
Genorel Whitney

Ra Qﬂn:p- in the two Houses of the
———-M

Upnder the 1939 Amendmemt to the Commomwealith Sonstitu~
tion, legislative powsr im the Fhilippines is vested in a
Copgreas, oconsisting of e Senate and a House of Representa-
tives., The Senate is compoaed of twenty-four members, each
sleoted for s periocd of six years, except that the first
ganators elected ware vo be divided into three aqual groups,
the first Lo serve for ®ix yesrs, the seoond, for four years,
gnd the third, for two Yyears. !ﬂn e Oner geleoting the
thyree groups is not presoribed in the Uonst tion, but it wed
provided in the Election Lew of i94l (Commcnwenlth Aot Neo,
866) that the selsction should be by 1lob, Vacencies could
e filled by the calling of a special eleciion, but this is

pot mendetory.

§

The House was %0 consist of not more than one hundred
swenty-four members, based on apportionment. It is under-
steod that no cusstion has erisen sbout the evallabllity ot
g quoru® in the Houso.

The first eleotion under the 1939 Anendment took plave
in November, 184l., Ths Congress so @lacted has never been
oogvened by rezson of the war.

The following is & roster of the senalors alected in sald
slsetion, tegetbher with s statement of their present stutus, 86
far as it cen be aseertained:

1. DPeniel Maramba - Dead
3- :nl‘ G‘Ml — o

3, Bamiliwno Tris Tirons - Reported Jepensese prisonsr

4. Prooeso Bebastlan - " » "
ﬁl 'ﬂhﬂ Hi Hﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂ b .
6. Sulten se Ramalin - Reported in Japenese-beld

territory
7., José Yule - Under U, 8. protective gustody

8. GQuintin-Paredes - Under U. S, protective custody

9. Antonlo & las Ales -" " " "
10, Oariocs Gareia - In the United States - Hempber #f
ghe Philippine Delegation to the

S8an Francisce Conference.
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il. M.IBO Wml -
B R ersinses :
. li llﬂinll -
14. Bulegio Redrigues,Bs. -
15, Helecloc Arienz -
18. Yicente Iﬁ“uﬂ
17. HRamon Fernandez
18. Blpidio Quiriae
19. Peodro Hernaez
20. Manual Roxss
21, Nicolss Buendie
B8, Resteban de la Rama
23, Horieno Jesus Ouenso-
!ll. '1’“‘! l..“ -

Thas, two of the gsenstors-alecd are dead; one is irp the
United Ststes ss a member of the Pprilipoine Delegation to tle
Ben Franoisco Confercncs; three are reported to be held pri-
soners By the Japenese; thres are held in ocustedy of the
Gnited States milltaery authorities, snd one is still ander She
eantrol of the Japaness. The repcining fourteen are availablo,
alsven of tham being ir Manlle, oBe in Bulacan, end two in
gsbu, Thercfore, there can de no question sbout a quorum De-
ing evailable since the 1939 Amendment W0 ¢he Constitution
gpecificelliy provides that "a ority of sach House shall
gonstitute a quorum to 4o pusiness.

1+ is understood, however, thad the cuecstion &8 %o availe-
tla quorum im the Sepate oross at & time when & majority of
the Senators were not ayailable either by reason of their belag
held as prisomers by the Jepanase, or heomuss they were unde?
grrost by the United States militery authorities, or BesaLse
ghey were in territory sti1l oecupled by the Japaness.

The Constitution defines a cuorum as © ms jority of each
Bouge, This undeubtsdly maens = mejority of the members ef
@ach honss, o thet where veannnles teke pince either by fdeath
ar othsreisse, and such veosneles heve not been £illed, the

totel membership upon whion the quorit must be somputed 1e
serranpondingly reduced. The membership of the Senate has
been reduced by the death of two of its menbera. There has
keen no special election o £411 the vacsneies, sc that veaey
ensre ere only twenty-two memLers, ut most, and twalve of thon
would constitute a QUOXUR.

Furthermore, it would ssew to me that where mambars are
in the hands Of the Jepesese or under the sustody of the
United Otates Bilitary eutborisies, 80 thet their attendance®
@ay not be sampelled in order to supply a Gquoram vunder the
provisione of the gonstitutionel amendment, vagensies also
pezult, the effedd of whioh would de to reduos further the
ausber of members upol whish & quorum would DE somputed.
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o T eMPOTATY ,
chapge bie official Guiles, aitd that a like vesaney oxiasted

in the chair of the FPresidsant of the Benate under eimilar eie-
sunstanoas.

It would be strange, indeed, if the feot that eartain
membars of the Ssnzte are gtill in sapaness-cecupisd terri-
teriss or ere usder arvest by the United States military
aunthorities, could operate t0 Pperalyze the Comnonwealth Beverz-

nant in its legiplative funetions,

Cs A. DERITT
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ESURANDUE T0: COMMISSARY SALES OPFICER, FNIBGNS

Foqwust thet cveicsany mivilegar bo smienied
ir, Clyde 4, DeWits, spacial legel siviscr %o the Commender in Chief,
Wr, DeWit¥ s howsehold sewsiots of tlges puswenms.




