R iamcaane ot

SAYOC, Lt Col B, T Former PC medical lieutenant,
llow Chief of Stalf to ESCI "DEHIL.

SEFRAN, Lt Col P, G=-2 to PERALTA, 6th ID, F
until March 1944.

67th Infantry (LAPUS)

SiiITH, Lt Col C, M, A.I.BE. reprecentative on Samar,

STRAUGHIT, Col Hugh Original leader end founder of
Filipino-Ame rican=Irregular
Troops in eentral Lumn, GCape
tured by Japanese., ESCUDEROD
laime tc have roccived colonelcy
from STRAUGHN,

Guerrilla lezder on

1laynan

VERA, Luis de, 3rd Lt LAFUS offiecer,

VILLAOJ..DO Cuerrilla l'ﬁrl;r in lia
Declarad ncmy" by 6th

VILLASENCR No other u.e,-t--._.. lnomm Ter Erd—
ing this guerrilla sxeept that
heo :L‘r_iu:_.:: to accont an
ZAEAT to join him,

VINSOE Guerrill:s

VINSONS , Hon W, Focrmur governor
Nortec, founder of V
ling Guerrilles '

-1

Cenarinez Neorte,
by DBOaAYES, "Turko®,
Former PC Constebulary traflf

Lt, Now leader of unit in ..lbay.
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LLENARIZAS, laj A, P,

LOMERO, Capt Antonio

MARKTIG Guerril'as
MARQUEZ,, Lt Igmedio

MiTA, Lt Col
MEDINA, Lt

MERCADC, Cept J

MERRIT, Cept Pedre

MIRUDA, Capt Juan

MOLIN.S, Lt

| 1H Y *T:.-'.;J Iy LE- on

ECnﬁ'rE'-:." "T.IE-'.';.-'t- ulfI'D.-ﬂC

OLINQUC, Lt

OLCNDRIZ, Menuel

OROBLs, "General" Gerardo
PABICO, Lt

Capt Teofilio

PiDUir
P-‘I-IZ' C‘. Pt 'ir_a' l:L
Plﬂ-l-a::DH‘ Lt Carlos
EIE:]I-IMIA-, Lt Gu-n I_q- H;
HE'-J.?E_.I .'l:-..r. ]-'iln::.r{;i__‘
RUIVIVaR, Capt AL,
REYES, Lt Dominador

S.DICC, Maj Franciscc

SATT0S, Capt

Lo 2 o

Former FC officer. Nuw G=2 f
H;ATIIE 'Llﬂltl
Importent officer en LAPUS'
ateff., Accused of murder of
ESCUDERC man by ESC ""WEP:’“
Central Luzon guerrills crgan=-
ization,.
(n LAIUS' staff.
Camarines Sur guerrilla,
Governor ESCUDERC leader.
Anicable to unicn with LAFUS.
Aceording to a 6th MD report
was beaten end tortured by
LAFUS ;
Former aceistent Provincial
Inenector, Albay FC, INow with
ADICO,
Leader of unit on S5a
Friendly with LaPUS,
Fermer serpgeant, Ph, Leader of
unit in Camarines Sur., «Ssocl-
ated with LAPUS,
Leader of small
2Bl o
Pre-war mayct of
Loval, _-..f] small
with ORCEI1a,
sadjutant General en ESCUDERD
etaff. Member of SiYOC-OLCNDRIZ-
OCHAIPO cligue,
Formerly joint leader
CLRO of T.M.B. Feders
rilla unit, Now with PIDUi,
Fermer Sorsogon civil offieial,
1.'::-':;' G=) for ESCUDERC unit,

& . - T
Ferms tinerant artist., Now

ame

._|. ....-

unit under
Jovellar.
unit, Lliow

ith Lt
;ion puer-

5 ATHRTT S

Carip Isarog U
C;-Tas-r'..:u,z Sur, Former coln=
cillor wit!h AlD.T.

Purported civil cngineer ssid
to have conn: E"'-‘lE
et "1"’-"'L"11: ‘.'i:‘ ESC
asgsistant G=2
Former fI:_;jf s
Staff tc PER.LTL,
nayor of Uasy, now

DERC,
EAnAd Tidy . €
-y J=ha Div y

BAFFE, Chic

6th MD.

th MD.
f of

Former ! of T icer

=

LI-I-’-J :'J-i-.l-

'..I" LI-L J-r I'--_II.-l.... _'
Comoands

T“Ei_l'l_ [..-E, :'Lr{ﬂ* .u._-!_‘f"lv,.,

unit in Tawi-
Important L.PUS junicr

Former Provineisl In

albay, Now lecder of &

unit in .ldbay.

ZuBAT of ficer in ccrmand
Pregiment®.

Fo 11n r PC officer,
hostile to BIEELS*
that SANTOS be compronise
for CO, 5th MD

ZJ-.._:-LT :t*. i

CUDERD
sugrestion
cholce

ci'ficer.
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with STRAUGHN,
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ESCUDERC, Antenie
ESCUDERC, Manclo
ESCUDERC, Salvador, Gov
ESPINAS, Lt Sergio

VELILSCO

FLTLRDO, Lt R.

5lst Divisien (Z.B.aT)
end Divisicon

Bhth Regiment (L4FUS)

55th Regiment (S.IDICO)

55th Regiment (MIRWIDA)

£3rd Regiment (P.aDUA)

54th B0.YES Regiment

56%h Li4PUS Regiment

FLORy Capt Fausting

FLORy Cept Julian

FLORES, Lt

FRI '|.J_._-f:r S,E
FUTALAN, Lt
GLRCIA, Capt

GUARIN, Pacifico
:Tk:m'EZEH

GUCHUICO, lst Lt Riecardoc

GUTIERREZ, 2nd Lt augusto
Ce

HERNANDEZ , pt

HINTO, Sgt

HONAS/N, 1lst Lt Romec
HUB L., Refeel
HUEVOS, andres

T “TT
Aol |

, Maj Liserio

LaREZA, Capt Luis

LELIIS' ] I‘I.I.Ij

gyt

Son of Governur ESCUDERC and
appointed Deputy Governor of lst
District, Sorsogen, by him,

Son of Governcr ESCUDERC, .d=-

leged by L.iFUS to have been

implicated in several crimes,

Leyal pre-war governcr of

Sorsogen &nd leader of gsuer-
illa unit there.

Small unit lesder assoceiated

vith SANDICO whom L.PUS tried

t-ﬂ ccarce into joining with him.
Mayor of Liben, 19.4l.

ESCUDERO officer.
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Formerly with FaDu..
leader of small unit

Pre-war corporal, Fi
Formerly with broth
Now lcader of small

LiPUE of ficer. TWas

with ESCUDERC,

representativs,
dn ESCTDERC man, al ?_-.,;.- 1 to have
1:#,-'_:1 becatcn by sane LisoTS men
P8 oi'ficcr. 4Accused of
b" ESCUDERO,

Under Z4B.T. Was dispatchcd by

iinto

nforence
LT | j |
1'1. ol ll':' ||I_L‘ 'Lr'm.-l

crimes

el to foree LIRLIDL

line",

Prc=war meyvor of Juban. Loyal
ix..l-:.rlr:c..-;. Cited by OROE]

":r."z'_;' & bandit leadcr,

thovght tm be srith DILITELL,
JGI",-‘.‘; district Surgeon, 5th MD,
was with LLPUS., Sent to Leyvte
end never heard froam &g
Important in LLPFUS' unit,
Former gucrrille lecader, possibl
f Canarines Norte. Would _u:‘b
join ZuiB.T, Said tc

executed bty Japs.

In LEPUBY unite Emiss:

LPUS, L.,FUS

carission for this

D= with L.arU0S unit,

Prominent LAPUS sympathizer,
Prominent LAPUS sympathizer,
allegedly shot by ESCUDERO's

H ,-p-.- - ¥

o
L

e 1'1-: Jlul?l
¢ .?'lf"-':ll $12

f{ficcr, Pa, Execu-
icer to LLPUS,
1l unit lead

1,2479849911,12
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III., INDEX AND LIST OF PERSCNALITIES

AGUTLAR, lajor Leader of small unit in Albay,

ALTNDOGAN , Lt Alonso Trusted cfficer of LAFUS!,

ALTAREJCS, Lt A, ESCUDERO officer., LAFUS accuses
him of complicity in murders of
several «f his men,

ANDERS(CN, liaj B L Guerrilla leacder in Teyabas;
BARROS his Bicol agent,

ANDIA, Daniel ESCUDERO man,

AUREUS, Lt Lecn Sa Socond in command of BOATES!
unit.

AVILES, Sgt In L.FUS' unit,
ESCUDERC abducted
son,

Beagong Katipunan 6
BARRCG, Lt R. C, Sent by Maj «IDERSCH to lock over 3410412
Bicel situation.

BOAYES, laj F,, "Turko" Former finaence sergeant, Now 1,2,3,:4:5:7s8,10

leading VINSCOES Travellling
Guerrillas,
‘BUDELL, Capt hesertedly lmerican officar
connected with L..PUS.
CdB hey Lt Pacifico Former Sorsogon PC officer.
Believed to still bc with LuFUS,
Camp Balintawsk
Camp Isarog
Camp Tinawagan
CiliUA, Maj D. J. Former FC officer in .ilbay.
Now with S.MDICO,
CiP.YuS, Maj I. M. Former PC officer in .lbay. Now
Chief of Staff for 4LBIT,
CaSTILLO, Lt With L..FUS,
C..RO, Lt F:‘v:':rlfr joint leader w
LINGUO of r"..-l_.'_-". sl

{}1 errillas C

in Camarin
Now with P.DU..,
C.STRD, Manuel de LAPUS sent in appli
cormilcssion for thJ.'_- nan.

CiSTRO, Lt In July 4L, 6 Fhil pilots under
Lt CaSTRC reported to ESCUDERC
for duty.

CORNELL, Col Former USLFFE of ficcr in conmand
LL,-:;tL-S-s:[.:-'-r ETrch,

npﬂ.

DREF, Mayor '“B follower, ormoer mayor
Bulaeen, Loyal,

DELGO, Lt L.IUS coff'icer beyonetted to
death by Japs,

DIANELA, Capt Dinasco Guerrilla leador of Cemp Tinawagen

: unit of Camarines Sur.

DINO, Teodosio Undersceretary of Nationzol Defense,
Loyal., L.LPUS backer.

DISCLYa, Srd Lt llcas LiPUS officer.

DL-’I-:J-'LTU‘ GuPt Masbate E"llF.'Tl'illﬂ lcader whom
LiFUS attempted to get o join

ELISWORTH, "Gencerael® Edmund Su; "F':'Gill}i" replaced Col STRAUGH
as hecad of FAIT, central Luzon
rpuerrillas, ESCUDERC claimed
"suthorization" from him, Nothing
knoevm of background, Pocsiblo
frauqd or alias,

ENCISO, Cesi LIFUS follower, LTS recoarmend
this man for a comaission,

ith L%
b
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In May 1944, ANDERSCN sent Capt. BARR0S to the Bicols with the
idea of reconnoitering the situation; he also suggected that BARRCS sce
whet could be done to close the LAPUS-ESCUDERC rift. In July, BARRCS
scunded out Gov, ESCUDERC with nc success,

The situation has remeined in this state to the present time
with caeh faetion maltreating the other's civilian adherente and killing
the opponent's men at any opportunity. ESCUDERC has not neglected to ccn-
tribute 2 flow of intelligence material to GHQ, however,

Obstinate, and under the influence of the embittered SAYCC,
Governor ESCUDERO has nct shown himself an easy man to desl with, Yet he
still carries & considerable amount of prestige in the province of Sorso=
gen due to his politieal connections, and no doubt, due to his unit's
present strength, His greatest power is concentrated in the Irosin=-Juban
area. As of a few months ago he was reported tc have over & thousand men
in his eamp, probably half of wham werec armed,

DECLASSIFIED PER JCS LTR OF
20 AUG. 75
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Governor ESCUDERO's Guerrilla Upit: In June 1942, Major LAPUS decided
to disband his unit at Dolos until the Jepanese pressure had relaxed.
Governcor Salvador ESCUDERO was to keep intact the extra=legal civil govern=
ment end round up funds and supplies for such time as the "Army* cculd
reorganize,

ESCUDERO did contribute a substantial amount of aid ineluding
P20,000 in checks from the provincial govermment, Toward the close of
1942, the ESCUDERO-LAPUS unit began to break up. ESCUDERO later charged
LAPUS with misuse of the supplies and funds, LAPUS denied the charges and
asserted he could offer documentary evidence of his innoecence, including
the uncashed checks,

Vhether ESCUDERC's embition was the result of LAPUS' "embezzlew
ment and banditry® as charged by ESCUDERO, or whether it stermed f'rom
ESCUDERO's desire for personal aggrandizement, as LAPUS asszerts, is not
clear, OCneo report states that ESCUDERO was fired with ambition by one
Criscldo de la PAZ a civilien cengineer who allegedly represented Col,
STRAUGHN, De la FPAZ was suprosed to have told ESCUDERC that in exchange
for an important post in ESCUDERO's organization he could errange to get
him a camission as a Colonel in STRAUGHN's FAIT,

Using the few men LAPUS had given him as a nucleus and managing
to obtain arms from several of LAPUS' disbanded men, ESCUDERC was able to
build up a sizeable group, LAFUS had begun to rebuild his own unit sbout
this time and pitched battles often occurred between the two factions, In
March, Gov, ESCUDERC became i1ll and evacuated to Samar to recuperate.
During this time, LAPUS was able to make some headway in strengthening his
unit and thon persuaded MERRITT to drive ESCUDERO of f Samar,

ESCUDERC returned to Sorsogon and procecded to tigzhten up his
orgenization, By June 1943, ESCULER0 sent his son, Antonio, to Panay for
the usual pilgrimage to ask for authority to organize the entire Bicol
region, Peney had now tsken the attitude of non-interference with internsal
af fairs of the 5th MD but steted they would aid in securing recognition for
anyone who could accomplish unification,

ESCUDERO claimed an acvive unit of some 300 men by June 1943,
exdlusive of reservists, but he apparently did noct feel strong enough yet
to attempt the unification project, dntonio ESCUDERO was inclined to view
ZABAT's cendidacy as CO of the region with favor. Reconciliation with
LiPUS, in line with Col, RELUNIA of the 6th MD's suggestion, was out of the
qucstion., SALYOC was apharently against the ZJABJ/T alliance znd the matter
wes dropped.

In July 1943, Gove, ESCUDERC announced the receipt of an order
fram Col, STRAUGHN of FAIT in Rizel Province pramoting him to Colonel znd
he warned Panay that he vwould not tolerate their recogniticn of LALPUS,
Since he did represent law and order and reteined & substantinl degree of
power, he was able by early 194} to gein inecreasing supvnort from the
wealthier people of Sorsogon., In March, he drove LAFUS' group fram the
province leaving him small inelfectuasl bands of sympathizers, mostly in
Bulan and Piler,

In eerly 194} also, ESCUDERO established contact with Major
SMITH on Semar and by april he was channeling intelligenee to SMITH, His
conncetions with ANDERSON in Tayebns were also amicable at this time,

In JApril 194k, LAPUS cgein sent cut fcelers for a conference
at ESCUDERO's headquarters in Irosin, Largely duc to dAntonio ESCUDERO,
the suggestion was accepted and ceautiocusly LAPUS sent representatives to
Irosin, agein the influcnece of SAYOC, O0C.PO and OLONDRIZ on the Governor
blocked the effort to offect a reconeilietion,
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On 30 April 194), @ conference between the LAPUS-ESCUDERO
factions was arranged between representatives of both groupe in Irosin,
Sorsogon, Antonio ESCUDERC and Lt, MEDINA of the Governor's feetion were
ccneiliatory; the Governor stated almost anyone but LAPUS would be BCCE D
ted by him as CO, but the powerful SAYOC-OLONDRIZ-OCAMPO clique of the
ESCUDERO unit were hoctime to any unification and the conference was a
failure,

Also in April, LAPUS re-sent through SMITH 2 mesca-e to GHE
requesting ¥5004000 in cash or authority to print the sum in emergency
currencys which he had earlier submitted to FERALTA end found had not been
tranomitted, GHQ thanked LAPUS for his work and urged him to continue his
intelligence operations, He was told thet it was not feasible to afford
him the materiel assistance requested at the time, SMITH, in July, g=ve
LAFUS an additicnal P8,000 for intelligence purposes,

LAPUS has been one of the most cnergetie csnirants Tor GHQ
reccgnition as CO of the 5th MD end although he has not becn above commite
ting several questionable acts, it does not apnesr th=t his acticne have
becen as wantonly agressive in asgserting his conmand as ZABAT's, He se:mms
sincere in his desire to unify the Bicols for optimum pursuance of the
comuon cause,

(n 19 Oetober 1944, LAPUS requested the immediate appointment
of & district commander in the Bicols to end the dispute there, stating
he was willing to subordinate his units under eny GHQ aprointce, Pending
such action, he asked for official recognition of his S54th Infentry and
euthority to function independently,

As of 31 August he cleimed the aective etrength of the S54th
Infantry was 2600 officers and men, with a division in rcserves This
Tigure is thought to be exaggerated, however, Procumebly LAPUS was now
meking his headquarters in Albay Province, since ZARAT raided the town of
Menitoy Albay, in July 4 in reprisal for thelocal aid to LAPUS and
LAPTBY activity against him, A report to Captain ADERSCN by one of his
Investigating officers, Capt, BuaRRCS, found the LAFUS trocps the "most
military" he had met in the Bicols, Considersble intell igcnee has been
sent by LAFUB to GHQ,

gume: Designation of LAPUS, ZABAT and S.INDICO Regimental and
Divisional Umits:

LAFUS Jen - Mar L3 67tk Regiment (cooperating with Panay? )
vlar - Sen I3 54th Regimont (ecoperating with Panay? )
Sep - ? L3 56th Regiment (under S.NDICO)
en 4y Slst Division (CO LAPUS)
54th Regiment (CO L.FPUS)
53rd Regiment (CO MIRANDA)

5lst Division (CO ZABAT)
53rd Regiment (CO P.DUA)
54th Regiment (CO BOALVES)
52nd Regiment (CO SANDICO)
(proposed only?)

SANDICO Sep U3 52nd Division (CO S.ANDICO)
54th Regiment (CO unkne-m)
55th Regiment (CO SANDICO)
56th Regiment (CO LAPUS)
(LAPUS Unit now withdrawn)

Dicussmmrl.umol
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LAPUS organization changed designations as unit cooperated
with other commands or developed its ovm smbitions. 411 three proposed
the respective divieions in expectation of GHQ recognition as Bicol

cormander, )
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Meantime, increasing fpiction had begun %0 adavelop botween LIFUS
-nd Lt, SiY0C, In September LIPUS charged SiLYCC "rith instisoting intrigucs
egoinst him ond cummarily wusted SLY0C, S..Y0C hed be:n denling scerctly
—+ith Gov, BESCUDERO, WhC during L.LPUS' " ig=luw" poriod, h-d developed
militery ambitions of his own ond went over ~ith him, By ncw fceling
betwe-n ESCUDERC cnd 1.PUS become on opoll breek, md charges rnd counteX=
chergee between the two becane mMOrc intensce This rifd letor cosumed
serious proporticnte

In December 1942, L.FUS received A4 request from Colencl RELUNL.,
then Chiecf of Steff of PERaLTAL's IV PL Corps, rogarding gotting up =l
intelligence ncve L.FUS wos then having his hends full avoiding the

: S

reorgenizing, ond fighting ESCUDERC. In licreh 1943, LiIUS WE

in & .i+° o to seriocusly entertain the prop vgal of the REL T L.

. i

Jz108 4
fino 1 l:,-"
agnissexry: 1o CO i a recognized unit oE the G7th Infeantry Regimen®
ander jurisdiction o . TVth Corpe. L,TUS agrecd and catablished rogu=
ler contaet with the headguarters at Pangy snd begen funneling inteclligencc
to them, The IVth Corps wasS diesolved shortly eftcT, but L.LPUS meiny incd
the 6th MD contnet, his unit redecignoted the 54th Regiment to conform
--* +h the GHE progrim of reconstituting militory districts, the Bicol rogion
comprising pars of the 5th MD.

it o conference 1in suguot at the camp of S.JDICO, L.aFL roline
quished his des ignation as CU of his unit in fevor of SiNDICC fer inhc EaIe
of harmony end called it the 56th Regiments 8,IDICO asserte thedb he haad
at first beeh approached te ecrve oo military governor of Tac reg’on bub
ned declined saying that jartial low did not lerally cxiste BESC DERV
nlzo chorged LAPUS o% this time with the unlowful declaraivlo of mortiel

larw. .fter the breek, LaPUS went tc the tth MD in Ponoy for asc ist=ncoe

The 6th MD encourcgement rlternctively of 1. PUS, Z.B.JI th
ESCUDERO to unify the Biecols with the winner getting the fricndly hend
fyrcm 6th MD, may heve jnercased the cmount of intelligence flowing inte
their headouverbters, but it olso ied VO @ competitive roco that fostered
disruption within the nieol crets By august 1943, cach of thece gucrrilla
lenders could profer letters from Ponoy implicitly relnorledging hin 2t
CO of the 5th MD once th unifieation each hed initl: ted -rae conplotods
Yet ~hen the 6th MD would be & sgaled to by C 1adr » to scitle the con=

4.k
¥

fugion, thet nweadcnarters would aver it had no right to me ddle in tho

WL

internel offoirs of the 5th MD,

LAPUS met with thls onswer ond ite uwsusl ! ttendont doubl e=telk
upen his visit te rendy in November 1943. He roturncd in January 194
-nd started the skeleton of the unificaticn of +he Bicol provinces 613904
e contactcd MIRANDA and persuaded him TO join up @8 ¢ pattalion of tho
5lhth Regiment in Camarines Sure « foW smaller lecdors wWerc ~1lsc brought
into the fclde

The following February 1.;PUS was cble o geb in touch —ith Lt
Col, Charles SMITH on Samar, on SWrEL apent. 1IN Februcry 194k, SMITH
radioced that LAPUS had the foundation of & good intelligence net started
md thet he had given 1.PUS financiol assistoncos Tn the next month he
-rired thet it appeared ESCUDERO had menaged tC ovet L4FUS frcm the pro=

5

vinee despite LIPUS! claim that he had the support of the pe onles

In .pril LJFUS eantacted Colonel ANDREWS “ in Negros ond SrTe ged
to tronsmit intelligence through Negroe faciliticse 85 his contcet Tl th
S\ ITH hed become 4 1ittle more difficult, He furthor camented his friend-
ship vith MERRITT on Semar and MIRAIL in Camarines Sur, end in July wrote
Me jor ANDERSCN that he hod succeeded in jncorporating sevc nl moire emoll
units into his coriifilde By this time, desplte 8.,NDICO's assortion thot
the ir eerlicr sgreement still held, LiTUS was opcl™ -iqe o8 virtunl CC of
the S54th Infentrye
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SERRAN wrote ZABAT that if' he eculd now whip LAPUS, MIRAITDA,
ESCUDERO &nd FLCR into line he wruld have effected theunificetion of the
Bicols and the éth MD would then suppert his case for recogniticn by GHQ
as GOy 5th MD, Accordingly in February 194l ZABAT dispatched EOAYES =nd
FADUA to force LAFPUS a:r.r.: ESCT DERO to settle their rift and sent a force

under 2 Captein GARCIA to compel MIRANDA to join him,

LAFUS opposed the move and infermed ZaBJT that the earlier 6th
ID Instructions for LaFPUS ic unify the Bizols s5till neld =nd thet MIRANDA
wag indissolubly with "‘-L".’l. LAPUS further told Z.BaT that the S.NDICC
incorsem=nt was invalid e he and S/NDICO were still in sgreement,
The result cf ZAB.T's ex ition under BCAYES is' not lmown but is believed
to have been abortive,

In ‘L.J:w 19444 LPUS attempted to force MOLLLS, one of Z4B.T's
leaders into loavi ng 4.404T and joining his organizstion, with no sueccess,
In retalizticon, Z4aBJIT 7ith 90 men en Jul_}" 2l raided the tom of Menito
in LAPGSY ‘aree killing several of the letter's folleers ond maltreating
civilians,

Craf'ty =and unserupulously zealous in hic ef”orts to capturc
comand of the 5th MD, Z.BALAT has left few stones unturned in the effort
to realize his ambition, It is obvious that he does not ccnsider his
failure to 'i:-r;f?.t-nﬂ:'l& the 5 1"r‘l.§ n groupe a breach In the effectivencczs
of his ability to crmtrn he Biec 1.5. Rither he .'..=-g~.-"1:r*-_ﬂtl:r hopes thet
A folt sccompli suthorizetien of his aikg vill bring such a
reconcilistion a "';t. He hes :".:Er.".i-";l:_u g n::"l.i"r,-ral 11‘11,- llipence revorts for
GHQ (siming himself Lt. Cclonel, CO, 5th MD), He is “ti 1 belicved to be

operating in the Tabaco~Tiwi-=M:-linao arca with from 800 to 1000 uen,

Cn Burias Islend a unit under Captain T.CERU.. has been reported.
No data are available on the organizetion of this guerrillo force, Z.2.T
hes reportedly contacted the unit with favorable reply to his unification
roposcl but this revort has not been verified, It i:= rupposed thot P.DUL
and LAFUS heve clso had same contact with TLCERUL,

a Moo 1) hags olse been reported as operating +ith ¢ unit in
the Tobaco=-Tiwi zone, Nothing clse iz kmowm about this unit exe pt thet
1% has contributed minor intelligenec

J—-\.l'.i'iql_r.

F i DECLASSIFIED
Sorsogen Province: PER JCSLTR OM
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Mejor LaPUS' Guerrillas: On 12 December 1941, Ma,or Licerio P,
LAPUS, Provincial Insrector of Sorsogon PC, received orders frém Manile
to evacuete the toom of Sorsogon and woit for 2id in the hills

Lliloe

In compeny with Sgt. HINTO, agent .LT.REJOS end oth'r
who later joined L.PUS, the group horassed enemy cormmunications
su.nlleg from the ene .U. In February 1942, lst Lt. Burgos T. S..Y
former Medical Inspsctor PC from Legespi, ceme into the unit

of ficer,

Fom |

By the first weeck of .pril 1942, the Sorsogon BC unit
neorporated into the USAFFE Leyte=Ssmar rr-ct*““ under Colonel Thomags
CORNELL, u{:"l_l'-"_'-r to LAPUS, he wos at this time desigrizted CO of the

USLFFE in the Bicols pendin cntact with Major SANDICO, then senior

ol AL

of ficer in the region, When SN was contacted in May, the USAFFE
Leyte-Szmar organization hed surrender During this periocd, horeve
L{PUS had increesed the size of the w substantially by obsorbing

from disbanded units,

Socn Japanese punitive opcraticins in strength foreed LIPUS $o movo
comp fram Cerohayon to Dolos, There LAPUS decided to Aisbond his wunit
Lmtkl the zituation hcd eased.s However, he kept ten of his men *ith him

’lLt..-lr.d 17 to Gov, ESCUDERO as a bodyguerd end to eid him in moine

t.'hlll“.{_?_ his extra-legel government,

B
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Colonel M. 11, ZABAT Guerrilla Upit: The Camp Balintawak guerrilla
group of Albay is headed by s self=styled Lt. Col, lMontano M. ZAEAT , pre=
war 1lst Lieutenant, Traffie Officer of Albay ¢ end Sorsogon, Shortly after
the Janonese landings in Legaspi he reported to the Headquarters of the
Philippine Constabulary in lM=nila, then returned to Albay.

APter the surrender on Dataan, he orgenized a gue rrilla unit

in Albay with the assistence of former Mayor REMPTLLO :::f Oas and Lt
that the

LLT_*.J.EHIZAE, & f*:nr*'ﬂfr Constabulary of ficer, Reporte inc icate ©
activities of the group in 1942-43 in raising funds =nd supplles werc
indiseriminate end his reputetion ameng civilians none to. SaVeYYe
According to Gove ESCUDERO he later weeded out bad -:;T',emf.-nt: in his group
but his reputation remsined sheady,

ZABAT sent REVPILLO and LLENARIZAS to 6th 1D headquarters in
Penay in Msy, 1943, attempting to sccure recognition of hic command, In
Mare h 1943, Colonel SERRAN, G-2, 6th MD, Panay, had cnco uraged LAFUS to
+he Bicols, The ZABAT emisseries informcd SERRAN that LAPUS had
not 'bec—:*. successful -ut that ZABAT had actually cffected the unification
of 211 btut Sorsogon Province,

ZAR.T's represcntatives returned from SERRIN bearing cnccurago=

ment for ZLBAT to continue his organizing of the iiztricts In June,
ZhBsT went to Lm_'—*if“' temporery hcadquartcrs on Ticao Isl: nd, tc discuss

-
|h_u ions ac

‘*i_

unification, sapnparently after Z.BAT arrived, he demurraed c

CO of the 5th 1-.D and assured LAPUS he would constitute hie unit sa
albey bsttalion to be incorporated under LAPUS' comm

received letters from Col, SERRAN cxpressing flir._u,fl

he haed been doing =nd proffering E.-.]:‘..:TlE reprcsentative

;:-__j_n;;‘b 1]_]'_‘1'1' 'l‘hr_-. 2 BiT=LJ4FUS assa eintion thereupdl br'f'“:i‘-'i

1945, . later invited to & conference betwecon Sl
others, but declined to entor,

In TLJ"':," 19/3,, ZaBLT had made ovoriures +to the ESCUDERC unit of

: The Governor himself was cway
ESE T.LPLr. replicd that he ' uld send officers to Z.B.T for a conferecice,
The outcome of this conference is not nmown but it t:;-*'-r_—are thet Gove
ESCUDERO never eclnowledged Z.B.T''s candildacy although hs 5 bean favore
ebly inelined towards him,

2+ the time and his son, .n tonio

v oo lad

In a._U-'h'l'l.'ht l"__,"l_‘:j‘ El-.]".l-uL' tl'-r.:'.'l“r]-]_ 'n_r-_pt 1T1 Cu.u.- -h-' at '-"teﬂ to I"":"_!n'-

over the S.NDICO unit to his plon but did not meet vwith cvnecuragement,
In t'l';-: seme month Z.BIT did succced in bringing a few small independsnt

units 1_".'1'|:E.' his organization, He per renaded AUREUS, then acting CO of the
at the time,

MIR.NDA Unit, and F.DUA who was vworking closely t‘h LUREUS
to accept his authority. 2Z.dal alsc menaged to wean BCAYES into joining
him with the promise that BCAYES would cormand a reziment,

In august 1943, MIRANDA rotarned fran Catandusnes, resu ed Come-
msnd of his unit, and immediately broke off LUREUS' ne g“;cstl_t."'u?ns with
+B4T, F.DUa end B ;-a_EE' horovery Were Pe reugaded to I« main 7ith ZiBALT

as hend of a 53rd Regiment cnd BO.LYES a 54th, (not same as LaPUS?!
ete "nominating"

P

Blith in Scr'.:’rfn} and in Novembsr both signed & ce
ZLR.T for promotion $o Lt. Colonel and Commanding f{ f the Bicol

Frce Forces,

ZAB.T's inecreasing forece caused the Japanese

to offer him through Moyor VELASCO of Libon =@n amnesty if he quit |
activities as a guerrilla, He refused thoe amnesty end called anothe
ccnference inviting SATDICO and his :'idel, tc::» sce him, ZaBaT "“-E'I"E‘.ﬂ
this conference with the signatures of Majore S.NDICO, LEL IS C.il --.‘.r.’..E
on an affidavit recognizing ZubB.aT as "D; 1 h reupon he hapnily ch.'.*:;m'-.:i.c:-, bad
this to Col, SERRAN, SADICO later st JLrJ he end ‘rﬂi:; nides hrd been
forced to 2ign the effidavit, Since then there hos béen no evidence to
show that SANDICO hes t:Cll'hGI'['tf:ri with ZAB;T. ZJAB.MT, on the other hona,
hos continued to meintain that the document is velid, LELIS end CUPAYAS

kW s
r'lt-—-p-"'

584111l hold important pmmt:ws en ZABAT'e
- ? L
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In August 1943, Monteno ZIBAT vho hed ambiticns for recognitiar
7 of the Bieols, contacted SANDICO with a proposal to combine their
wnits, SANDICO refused, OCne month later SANDICO wes avproached by LaPlS,
also embitious for the post of CC, 5th MD, end purportedly acting under
instructicne from Panay to effect 2 unification of the Bicols,

LLPUS propesed thet SANDICO take the post of Military Governer
~f the Bicol provinces and he, LLPUS, cormand his own 54th Regiment and
SLNDICO's dﬂlt. to be redesigneted the 55th Regiment, S.NDICO refused
on grounds that the ebsence of martial law in the Philippines pre
nis tﬁ'{i*” such &2 post, J'US thereupon offered te fuse his

_L'-r_
with 5 .1 IDL 's to form & 52nd Division with S/NDICO as CO and L.
Exeout Cfficer, S.IDICO agreed to this plan, The links of this
”l’*th'Il never became very strong, hovever; scon trouble developed
Lis0S left the commend,

[}
-
5

.NDICO with his aides later requested & mecting with ZuBaT
regarding unificatiocn. <t the conferences at ZWB.T's camp, S.0DICO
claimed he and guerrilla chiefs, LELIS and C.P.Y.5, were surrounded and
forced to sign & certificate submitting themselves to ZLB.T's comand
SJ/NDICO himself had embitions for recognition by GHQ end felt tha
the aid of the 6th MD he conild effect this and refused to aclmovled
validity of Z4.B4T's command cver him,

SADICO scems to lack forthrightness and drcisimn. He hos
apperently not felt Eur:ng enough to break off thf gssocistion ~ith LALFUS
entirely, On the oth.r hand his actiong have not :hnrm the almost un-
serupulcus aggrecs i*v.""]l'l!ff—'E exhibited by other gucirille lcaders anxiocus to
be reccrnized ag CO of the 5th MD, Both his desire for unificetion snd
his exrressed wi lingness to subordinate himself to a GHQ aceredited com=
mender aopear sincere,

So far as is knmowm, S.JDICO is still operating a "55th Regiment®
in Albay and on the scuthwest coast of Camarines Sur vith perheps four hun-
dred men,

Begong Katipunan (Loysl Brcth erhur:*dj Unit: This unit is hes
Gerardo P, CROBL:, a 27 year old former :|.t1r+: ent artist, 4% the

of war ORCEILA +ith his threc brothers :d from Legaspl to Camalig and
orpanized the Bagong Katipunan, or Loyal Iﬁrﬂth;,rhr:-ml and later oxpanded
tc the barrices of Guinobaten vieinity, Jovellar, Ligao and liatara,
OROCBIa claims that barrio lieutenants and officers in ."'I'b v recognized
his power, He also claims to have zided Ma jor S.IMNDICC, Captains MERCADO
and C.MUA of the Provincial Constabulary of .Jdbay.

About May 1942, his men kidnepped and executed the pro=Jap
pu:pet mayof of the tovm of Oas and strong Japanese forces sent oub
against him foreced him to retire to the Jovellar branch camps There
they were betrayed by pro=Jop Filipinos and moved back to Quinogatan,
but were sgain relded in Jupust 1942, .f'ter several tomporory encaipe
ments they settled ot Floresta neor Joveller ond joined forces vith o
small unit heeded by Leon MONTILLA former meyor of Jovellar., 4 confisr=
ence wae elso held with Major S/IIDICO and a cooperative understondin
reached, Major LIFUS states that at a conference held in Jugust 1943
S.ANDICO's eomp, OROBL) was prescint end sgreéd to join him, There is
other information coneerning this agreement,

In July 1944, the CRCBIA unit wes thousht to be gtill operate

ing around Floresta, It is likely thot the unit is comprised of Iram
150 to 200 pmuerrilla fighters, armed only with beolos, bows 3
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time of his flight &nd Lt, Sa AUREUS acsumed acting commeand of this rem-
nant, In July 1943, AUREUS ploced his coimand under thet of ZABAT,

Towards the end of 1943, MIRANDA returned to Camarines Sur and
seems to hove resumed commend of the unit with AUREUS, tnd reinsteted
AUREUS second in conmcnd, As for back as Februory 19453, Meajor LAFUS of
Sorsogon had been attempting to versuade IIRANDA to link with himy though
MIRANDA's response had been only luke-warm, AUREUS had been decling with
LLBuTy and MIRADA prcbobly because of his hotred for BCLYES vhe had joined
ZLB.T's command, changed AUREUS' policy abruptly upon his rcturn cnd signed
en agroaemont vith Major LAFUS in Jenucry 1944 In Junc 1944, it oppoars
that the agrecmont betwecn LUIPUS and MIRNDA still held vwith the lotter
mointeining his unit at Camp Tanciong Vaece in Cemorines Sur.

The strength of the MIR.UDA unit was reported to have becon cbout
300 crmed men in Jugust 19Lkh, and hes often been roeferrcd to as the "Hhth
Regiment", MIRWNDL's unit was designected port of LLPUS' S54th Regiment ond
then later abrogzatcd his agrcement with SINDICO, It is belicved that their
activity is confined to northcast Camarines Sur and limited teo harassing
the enamy, Only 2 small amount of intclligence dota hes becon received
from the unit,

Cemp Tinawagen Gucrrillas: This unit was formcd in the vicinity of
Cermmoong Cemarines Sur in Marech 1942 by Dinasece O, DILNELL, 1st Lt, R. F.
P4BICO and soveral csceped USLAFFE officers., DIANEL.. vwho cloims to hove
been serving (unstated capacity) ~ith the U.S, ..my, adonted the rank of
Captain ond ossumecd commend.

In Mey 1942, the unit sent 65 men to participote in the asgsoult
on Naga with other units previously mentioned. In June 1942, the Jepcnese
sent increased forces to Caramoan to wipe out the gucrrilles theres To
avold destruction of the tovm by thec Japancse, rnd perheps annihileticen
of themsclves, the unit mnde arrangumonte with the Jrpe to "lic low" and
the Japanese retired leaving only o platoon to gorrison the tom,

In Novembor 1942, DIGNELL charged the Jepcnesc with violeotion
of the agreement by unwerrantcd arrests end abuses of civilians, and cgoin
initicted attacls upon the enemy garrison, Sporadiec cetion continued until
the end of Jonuery 1943 vhen the Jeponcse deeided to temporerily quit the
tcvme During this time some arms had been reccived from Copteins PiDUa
end FLOR, In lato February 1943, BOAYES' unit arrived mnd remeined severcl
months in expcetation of encther cnomy penctrotion,

In July 1943, while port of DLANELL's nd BCAYES' units wers
chasing MIRANDA on Catandurnes, the Jopanesc attacked the Corcmoon vieinity
in some force, Fighting broke cut in 2ll the erca but with the cid of =
unit rushed in by Ceptein PLDUA, meny casuclties were inflicted upon the
Jepenese, vith minor losscs to the pucrri lJLL. The Jeprnesé v ithdrow efter

et Tt

killing civilions ond burning do'n many barrics in the arca,

Albey Province:

Major S.MDICO's Guerrillns: Prior to thc cutbreak of the war with
Jepan, Major Francisco S.0DICO was Provineinl Inspector of aAlbay #nd the
senior constabulary officer in the Bicols. ..t the time of the Jepanes
landing at Legaspi hoe went into hiding +ith several nen end 70 of hie
subordinates, Cuptoin D, J, CibUi, CO of the albay PC Compaony, cnd Cept.
J. MERCADO, Adssistant Provincial Imsveetor, who latcr beceme members of
his guerrilla unit.

In March 1942, S.ADICO omerged from hiding with 2 unit orgen-
ized mostly fram remnants of fcormer US.TFE rogiments in the area ond
was rumored to be connected vith Coloncl STRWGHN's Fil-dmcrican=Irregus-
lar Troops of centranl Luzecn, Up to carly 1943, 1t is belioved thet
SalNDICO engeaged Japancse patrcls I'roquently vith Me jor LaPIB of Sorscgon,

_5-
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At Cemp Isarog the successful combined guerrilla attack of 2
May 1942 on the Jap occupied tovm of Nage was planned, Some thirty Ameri-
cans and other prisoners who were about to be executed by the Japs were
freed, Several more combined attacks upon the Japs were made during the
monthe

On 2L May 1942, Captain FLOR with sevcral of his officers was
persuaded by CGeneral FRANCISCO, then Commander of the puppet Bureau of
Constabulary, to surrender, PADUA took over command of the unit and
cambined irith the T.M.B.F. (Tagbon, Mausalay, Balaynan Federation) led
by Lieuts CARO .and CLINQUC, Cemp Isarcg Il was organized with PADUA as
Ceptain, Togethor with his brother Lorenze who served as his executive
officer, PADUA fought minor skirmishes with the Japancac in the wvicinity
of Nage. In several instances they cooperated with the MIRANDA unit from
central Camarines Sur, and une engagement in ccmbination with DIANELaA'S
Camp Tinawagen unit and VINSCNS' force. The unit does not appear to have
been very active agsinst the Japanese recentlye.

About July 1943, ZLB.T from ..lbay started to persuade P.DUa tnr
join his commond. Lte -UREUS of MIR.NDA's unit sent ZABAT a roster of
the P.DU. Guerrilles snd stated that he and F.DUL had agreed con arcas of
control, P.DU.. to cover the Partido District of Camarines Sur, including
Calabang, Tinambce znd Siruma, with threc companies and AUREUS with two
companiee near Libmenan, JdApparcntly the unificaticn 7as effected and
P.DUs signed an agreement endorsing ZAB4T as Colonecl in command. There
iz evidonce thct this relationship still hcld as late es May 1941 bu®
sUREUS had dropped out,

In .ugust 1943, PiaDU.s claimed he had four campanies in training
~ith but 40 arme; in eorly 1944 hec submitted to the 6th MD an undatcd
roster signing himsclf as Mojor T. B, P.DUi, CO of the 53rd Rogiment,
5lst (ZAB.T) Division, comprising over 2000 men, This figure probably
ineludce reserves, with actual Tighting strength ncarcr to 350 men, In

July 1944, on unvorified rumor was reported that the PADU. brothers hed
bcon capturcd.

L fow months after Capt. FLOR surrendercd, he broke his amnesty
agroamcnt and returned to the hills and formed a new unit, indepondent
of PiDUa, Initially he vorked with his brothor, Julian, but soon dif-
ferences of opinion causcd @ sp lit. ZIBLT attempted to contact Faustino
FLOR in lete 1943 suggesting an area of control for him embrocing Molili-
pot, Bacacey end Libog in ilbay Province, TLCR declined to deal vwith
ZABLT and instead considered a proposal of lirjor LAFUS of Sorsogon ic
join his unit, Ho has since been accused by ZABLT of bcing & spy in
Jepanese poye

Nothing furthor is known of FLOR's activities except that as
late as July 194l he was belicved to be opercting somevhere botween
Cemarines Sur and Albay with perhops fifty mcn.

MIRANDA Unit: Jefore the Jepencse occupation, Juon Qe MIRANDA was
finance sergeant, PAi, at Regen Barrocks, Legaspi. In cerly 1942, MIRANDA
orgonized a guerrilla unit vhich began ite ectivitices in the vicinity of
Libmenen, Camarines Sur, 4 fow months leter MIRANDA aobsorbed a small
unit under the JUREUS brothers in the scme distriet and appointed Lt.
Leon Sa AUREUS as his second in commends

In Jul ¥y 1942, MIRMDA contaected Captoin BOAYES of VINSONS
Guerrillas end errenged tc join forces to rcsist the Jopanese in Libmanan
vieinity, Their joint ection lasted until December 1942 ond later from
Jonuary to June 1943, Strcincd rclationshipes developed betwcen the two
leaders vhich finelly led to on outward rupturc in June 1943. MIRAMDA
fled ith somc of his men to Catonduares Islend vith a unit of BOAYES
in pursuite. Jdpparently somc of MIRANDA's men had reracined behind at the
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Inereased pressure from the Japanese foreced the unit to withdraw
to Camp Abesig where it was practically disbanded. Supposedly trusted men
of the group betrayed the position of the camp and cn 8 July 1942, Lt.
VINSONS was captured 2nd it has since been reported he vas gexecuted by the
Japanese.

With the capture of VINSCONS many of the group surrendercd but
BOAYES recovered some of the arms and, together with somo loyal followers,
formed "The Hon. W. Q. VINSCNS Travelling Guerrillas of the Philippines®,
BOAYES was elected CO of the unit and designated "Licutenant® by his men,

Late in July 1942, BOAYES was contacted by Captain Juan MIRANDA
of Camarines Sur and agreed to join forces with MIRANDA and aid him in
¢liminating the Japs from that provinecc, The cnsuing raids upon eneny
garrisons caused the Japancse to inercase thcir forces in that provinces
Increased cnemy pressure, combined with food su ply difficultics, caused
BOAYES to return to Camerines Norte in Deccember 1942,

In late January 1943, BOAYES was asked by MIRANDA to rcturn to
Cemarines Sur. BOAYES went, and while in Camarines Sur, aided thc unit
of Captain DIANELA of Camp Tinawagen in capturing Caramoan, 30 January
1943, In June 1943, differences developed between MIRANDA and BOAYES.
MIRADL accused BOAYES of plotting to depose him and *ake over his unite
Lecording to BOAYES, MIRANDA killed two of his mene MIR.NDA fled to
Catanduanes and BOAYES, with half of his unit and pert of DLANEL.'e, 1cft
for Catenduanes in pursuite After BOLYES' rcturn he participated in seve
erel joint sctions ageinst the cnemy with tho unit of Captain P-DUL in
the peninsular area of southeast Camarinecs Sur, By this time BOAYES hud
assimed the rank of Captein cend claimed his unit now comprised some 200
METNe

In dugust 1943, Captain ZAB.T, an Llbay sucrrilla leader sccking |
recognition as CO'of the 5th MD, secured 2 signed ccrtificate from BOLYES
and Ma jor SANDICOs another [lbay leader, by vhich they agrccd to jein
foreces with ZABLT, DOa s in return for his clliance, wac to be CO of
a regiment, ZIAB.T scams then To have dispatched BOAYES end PADUL in force
to campel rival forces in Sorsoson to join the Zabat ccmmand,

BOAYES has becn charged with committing sevcral atrocities in
Camarines Norte, However, it appears thet he devoted most of his activi-
ties to fighting the Japs rather thon sccking power jn the 5th MD, The
loyelty end respect of his men for HO,.YES scems to have been solid and
there is much testimony to the fighting cbility of his unit.

In July 194l, Capt. Russcll BLRROS (Bicol reprosentative of
Ma jor .NDERSCN, guerrilla leedcr in Tayabas ) reported a rumor that BOLYES
had been killed and PiDUA captured, Hovever, on augus® 194l rcport steted
thot BOAYES wes still leading a group of 400 men in Cemerines Nortes

MATA's Guerrillag: Little is ¥notm of this unit except thaet it haos
becen operating in Cemerines Norte, Tayebae ond Cemarines Sur with 2
Coloncl MATA in cormand, In Jugust 1944, MATA sent Lt, Ricardo REYES,
his executive officer, to confer itk JNDERSON with recgard to joining
LNDERSON's commend, ANDERSON advised the unit to remein independent.
The unit mey have scme offiliastion with the MIRKING Guerr illas in Central
Luzon,

Camarines Sur Province:

Camp Isarog Guerrillas: This unit was orgenized in lote December
1941 by Councilor Teofilo B, PLDUA in the towm of Goa, Cemerines Sur,
It grew rapidly ond moved to larger quartors at .nawan, Pili, Comarincs
Sur, Here they united in Merch 1942 with the forces of Captain Faustino
FLOR, of Carolina, Nega, Cemarines Sur. FLOR, previously an BM in the
Philippine Constabulary, was made CO of the group
known as Comp Isarog.
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province, MNIRINDA 18 allied with LLPUS of Scrsogen and has a foree of
no=sibly 300 armed men in the Libmenan Vieinity., IMejor PADUAL is in the
San Miguel Bay area with an estimated 350 armed menj he claims a roster
strength of 2000, P+DUA acespis 7 B/T% commend. Capte DIANEL- 18 in

the Caremoan-Catandusnes area with 150 men or more, armament not indicated.
He is said to be connected vwith 7LB.T and is knoin to have cooperated in
geveral ventures with BOLYES end both have been at odds with MIRINDhe

Albay: This province is split Dbetwecn five groups vwith areas of
operation cverlapping with Scrsogon units., Col, Z.B/T is probably the
strongest, with an estimated 800-1000 men directly under him, Cols.

ZJB.T elaims several groups affiliated vith hiz commend in the Biccl ares.
His claims of being CO, 5th MD, and his methods of operéticn have aroused
considerable animosity in other lcaders of the district,

FLOR ic said to be in the peninaule erea of northeast albzy
with same 50 men and cocperates 7with LLFUS, Fsustine FLOR's brother may
glso be in the some area, In the Joveller vieinity of scuthern albay |
iz the Bagong Ketipunan under "General® OROBL. —ith sbout 200 mene Capt.
TLOERUL is on Buriss Islend with a smell unit about thich little 1=
knowne

Sorsogon: The pieture in this province 1s highly colored by the
LAPUS-ESCUDERO disputec. ESCUDERO controls most © the province anc mey
be the more porerful of the two . He has becen accused of nepotism in
his extre-legal civil administration and 1s strongly influcnced by sev-
eral estrong-willed sssistants who heve effcetively prevented ¢ operation
vith other units. Thé strength of the commend js estincted to be about
500, partislly srmed.

hs of sugust L.PUS is said to have ecntrclled about 1500 p cor=
ly armed men. In October, he reported his crganization embraced 2600
men, but this is belicved exagperated, His activities appedr to extend
over £outhwest albay and the western coast of Scrsogon and pert of Ticoo
Isleand,

THE DEVELOPMENT CF GUERRILL.. UNITS CF THE BICCL PROVIIICES :

Camcrines Norte Province:

Gove Wo Q. VINSCUNS Travelling Guerrillas: The {irast guerrilla unit
to be formed in the Bicol region wes orgenized 18 December 19/1 in Camar-
ines Norte by Lt. Wenceslao Q. VINSCNS, former governor of the province.

Led by VINSONS' asecistent, Sgt. Francisco (Turke) BO.YES, this force of
ab~ut 100 armed men raided Jopencse garrisons throughout Jonuarys=July
1942, their most noteble expleit being & three~-day essault on the pro=-
vineiel cepital of Daet, 30 april 1942, vhich resulted in the tcmporary
capture of the tcwn with severe losses tc the Japancse defenders,
BOAYES copcars tc be a rough fearless geng lcader snd is one of the
boat dnown onti-Jepanese fighters in the Bieolsjy probebly undisciplined.




THE GUERRILLA RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN THE BICCL AREA
7 November 194l

GINERAL BACKGROUND AND SUITIARY:

Covering the narrow peninsula that extends from scutheast Luzon
are the four Bicel provinces of Cemerines Sur, Camarines Norte, Albey and
Sorsogone The mountalnous interior and marshy coesst of the peninsula
have never afforded great opportunity for induqﬁrializntion. end its 1.2
million inhabitants generally live on the land, with some engaged in min=
ing and lumbering, Legaspi, AlDay, with a population of 40,000, is the
largost city and the most important port.

on 12 December 1941, thc Japanesc landed &t Legaspi as thc
starting point for thelr southcrn prong which waz to push northward :cnd
jein forees with thoselended along Lemon Bay.

Aftor some ineffectual resistanco, mest of the loyal publie
of fieisls end Constabulory tcok to the hills, Wandering repments of os-
caped and unsurrcndered USAFFE soldiers end loyal civilians began to
orgonize guerrilla units, cach deminating cortein arcas within the pro=-
vinees, While the lorger unite that cmerged were typieally ccomitted To
de facto preservetion of law and order in their arcas, aoveral small units
donned the guise of loyal guerrillas for purposes of banditry and forced
tribute from civilians,

For a time active guerrilla resistance couscd the Japanesc Conw
siderable trouble; but gradually lock of funds and supplies hampeored their
activities, Smaller unite dissclved or mcrged with more powerful gro'os
nd 211 units became principally concerncd with the stcte of thcir owmn
power end prestige. Intolligence received from the units in this arca
has gencrelly been inferior to thet rece ived from other arcose, Those
gucrrillas will be of little assistonce to friendly inveding forces.

The Bicol resistance movement remeins one of the most confused
and lecast productive of any arca in the Philiv yvines, Fighting betwocn
units over matters of arca commend almost excceds any fighting ogainst
the Japonese, The leaders have frequently asked for an appointcd outside
comonder, knowing their own shortecmings and desiring to contribute
somothing more conere® O™tV Etmmtiry, but RS adt Ten ™ haeree wrr Paten- tO-
coordinate these units,

The principal locol aspirants for commend of tho 5th Military
District of which the Bicols are c large part, and for GHG recognition
ore Lte Cole ZABAT of albay, Mejor LAPUS ond Governor ESCUDERC of Sorco=
gon, «ll these heve contacted 2t one time or snother most of the units
in the Bicols, The resultant picture is thus interlocked onad distorted
by shifting loyalties of the minor group lcaders.

SUMMARY

Camorines Norte: The province is dominated by Mo jor BOLYES and his
"YINSONS Travelling Guerrillas", BOAYES is now accepting the command of
ZABAT in Albay and it is estimatcd that this unit conalsts of 350=400
armod men, .Jnother unit under 2 Col, MATA sccms to exist in the northern
part of the provinece, MiTA's strength mey be TH=100,

Camerines Sur: This province is principally controlled by threc
lcaders: Major MIRMNDA, Major PADUL and Capt. DIANELA, Small units
belonging to Major SILNDICO and EGlﬁ 7Z.BJ.T are also probably in the l
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