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~ 27th Bomb arrived Nov., 20, 1941 from

i ‘ ‘ —

PROVISIONAL ATR CORPS REGT.

1st Bn. of mixed units-Materiel Squadrons q/p.

52 A 24's (dive bombers) were on Meigs & were side tracked to
Australia, Had ¢ 75 pilots & 750 troops. Maj. James Davies,
c.0. Maj. Vance, ex (to Brereton's staff); Maj. Sewell, ec. o.
after Davis flew to Australia. Dec. 15 with 35-40 pilots to
procure planeg, Went in B-18's, Never returned. Others
went later in subs & 2 or 3 by plane.

At McKinley, Dec. 8 on Division Parade Ground. Dec. 24
to Bataan, Lt., Col., Sewell, 24 Bn. comm, Lt. L. G. Stevenson,
c.o., 16th Squadron; Capt. Stirling, 17th Sqd; Capt W. Scott
Haltom, 91lst Sqd. Lt. Jay A. Ryan, Hq. Sqd., Capt. Mark Wohl-
feld’ b!l. ODG.——-—
1st Bn. c¢p.0, & Lt, Col. Lamghinghouse, Maj. Maverick, ex.
(later c. o, & Lt. Col. Laughinghouse became Col. & went to
rear, Regtl Commander Col, Doane, Inf, (31st?)

Dec. 24-16th Sqd. to Bataan field, FRest to bivouac at Silayan.
Reserve of Philippine Division till Jan. 6. Moved to Orion
reserve line that day. Jan 20-to Abucay vicinity of Guitol (?)
where 51st had left., Patrolled but had no contact, After

Abucay-Hacienda they became Provisional Air-Corps Regt. in

Sub-Sector B on MLR, 1lst Bn on rt, 31lst Inf PA on their rt. 24
Bn. on left with 41st on their left. No 3d Bn.

Patrolled & were bombed. Very few casualties from bomb-
ing not more than a dozen for whole period. ¢ 6 KIA on patrol,
Once strafed church steeple at Balanga for artillery, OP but
results ng, Stole from enemy & Japs from them, Raided their
peanuts, molasses barrel; once ate a hot Jap breakfast.

After break attempted a line at Pandan? river north of
Mariveles & then broke up. Every man for himself, Haltom &
25 men got to Corregidor.

NB, Lt, Heinzel of 19th BOMB GROUP SAID 19th was on fields
during war. Only some em., were DS to line.

COPIED FROM PROJECT "J" ARCHIVES:

File: 999-2-214 Bk 1

Title: Diary (War)

Origin: Property of Major Calvin F. Chunn
Dates: 1942 |

Authentiecity: True Certified Copy of Originals

inah, Ga minus planea.'//

2d Bn. composed of 27th Bomb Group Story by Capt.'Halten‘f‘ﬁ;tg‘Zﬁf o




x

D

DECLASSIFIE
| Authority NND £83078

po—

Source:

Pages:

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

D @Al

?, H. MEHLER
CWO USA

08 1AV

+ Adjutant

-{!!F_

These records were recovered from Cabanatuan
POW Camp #1 om 29 Apr 46 by Archives Sec,
RPD,

141 thru 142




AT b2

§3 mmm mm mm amm umm m: mmm
i e
=F hLpE g umMn ]
MM. MMhmwmw unm : m mmmm mxw
P1e i m.mam s Mm B
HR L ,mm,,“...*m i
*q e Bridineiiy

HiR-L m.m._ﬂ i o
e B .u.wumm mu $§dyp 481
s iw i

olm_m_vmﬁuwo

-




DECLASSIFIED

‘ Authori

-

ty MND £83078

%o their defensive positions on the beaches. .

in the BLP gerritory and started to move N toward wu,m

. [ eq
- impede the progress of the amw as much as thq were _n‘bh»._.

EXTRACT PROM NOTEBOOK #1 = DIARY OF MAJOR Wa J, PRIESTLEY
South Luzon Force = :hun Foree = II !unntu Ml

\ hu’r“mm of xmvm.is Prior ﬁ‘und nwspf‘g.m

Prior to thc outbreak of hutnitiu on nbut Sept 1 a SLF
Hq in skeleton form was created and functioned briefly. Thie Hq
consisted of lri‘. Gen Geo Pu'hr, Lt. Cel, C O 'ﬂm’ Lt. 391.

- H, D Johnston, Capt. Arthur Christensan and Capt. Homer Uglow,

Unites to be included under this commend were not inducted wntil
somewhat later and the troops thus received practieally no treining

before the war started. Only two regiments the %‘#_m-. .
were Mncw on MJ ud no omn n-uwmy

' The elements of the mﬁ were drawn up as tonun : ‘
Nov 1 = 41st & 51st Infs., mobilized and started tra: s Nov. 24th =

 A3rd & 53rd Infs, Alltl.llﬁ&hﬁ&ﬂﬂm On Dee 1 the 4lst

and 51st Med. Bns. Signal Cos, Hq & Hq Cos, & QN

N , so that
on Dec 8 the gtate of the SLF was: 4lst Div complete ‘uu

§§

- Tank Bn 51st Div complets less 1 Anti Tank Ba & 5lst Foho and 10t &
24 P. C. (inducted in Mid. Nov and assigned for training only) released
v at hginn:lu ot War. : : s, g (% ' TR

!ho Lht & 5lst Din. were inducted and trained in S. Luzon
vhat little training they did have and at the m A
division running along a genera) line thru Lemery & Pamcipit Re.eldd
nmm-mmhn as inclusive to the 4lst Div. -
The rest of the constline wes M.-'w‘ the 51st Div with Manila
sector wnoccupied due to u«tm of the fortified Ids. On Dec 29th

‘the 1st Reg Div was assigned to the beaches between Infanta & Meuben
inclusive and wes ginn the road nlt in rear of 4%, =

| - m -mu‘ 12 the Jamv landed at < R aﬁ \
m‘“]’ bombing Davao, Legaspi, Nichols Field, M! I-_li"‘ : \

w

Lugon by rail and by romd. mu.tthsuht'mnit*
them =one Co. along the reoad and one Bn was up = ;
being drawn and ginn different missions = to coqtnt and d
enemy ss long as polnuc, destroy bridges and mili
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The only Fil-American units still,oqcupying the original main
line of resistance on April 7 were the Provisional Air Corps Regi-
ment, AUS, ‘on the extreme right of the line, and part of the 31st

Infentry Division, PA, on the eastern beaches. The Provisional Air

Corps Regiment had suffered least of all the origiﬁal units on.
April 7 along the east rSad and was still well enough organized to
be used in the last-ditch defense lines organized by General Bluemel
along the Alangan River, the Lamao River and at Cabcaben Airfield.

-Vol I, Triumph in the Philippines, p. 176
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Wording desperately in an attempt to bring a semblance of
order out of the chaos that last night, Colonel Tilly of 57th In-
fantry, Colonel Bradley of the 31st Iﬁfaﬁtry, and Colonel Saint of
the 1ith Engineers, managed to gather enough of their scattered
commends by the morning of April 9 to establish them on a defense
line near Cabcaben air field, north of the town at kilometer Post
160. Here the remmants of the Provisional Air Corps Regiment, part
of the 200th Coast Artillery, AA, and several miscellaneous units
were also employed,

The casualties in the 200th Coast Artiilery had been exceedingly
heavy —- almost the whole unit was wiped out.

=Vol. I, Triumph in the Philippines, p. 186, 187
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1ST PROVISIONAL GROUP
SELF-PROPELLED MOUNTS

Story by Lt. Col, Ganahl, c.0., Capt. Dan W, Cranford,
Capt. W, B, Jones, Capt. Gordon Peck. (At that

time, each down one rank). ‘ ¢
Organized day of war with 175 men into 3 batteries; 6 Americans
12 PS, rest PA. All PA officers except battery commanders. Other
groups commanded by Lt. Cols, D. S. Babcock & Lindsey.
Pubero river shallow but pioneering needed for vehicles, ¢ pm.
Dec. 19-Lt. Williams phoned CP & Ganahl heard his stage whisper,
"The bridge did not blow", He was then surrounded by Japs who had
crossed on bicycles. At dawn Ganahl went to his batteries & found
them firing at 400 yd. range on mg. It took 45 min. to stop them
from firing at half trae) but mortars continued. 50 men at bat-
tery. Many wounded; 12 killed, PA driver with arm shattered in
shreds to shoulder remarked, "Sir I can still drivel!"™ Ganahl
patted him on shoulder & smiled, "Of course you can." Later got
him out, Turned 2 guns to rear & this fired all around 75 HE to
50 yd. rage. Their one mg jammed from overheating., 2 half trucks
damaged from mortars. One started w/d prematurely ¢ 10:30 a.m,
Issved orders then loaded w/ drove out to rd. Saw bicycles along -
rd. & thought of bike rental in Florida. Ganahl w in ear & leg
from mortar. Cranford in arm, Staccats against armor; Rd. not
blocked to rear.
\ One gun played but at San Juan. Removed block but get it la-
ter. W/d to San Fermando,

Phipps arrived in San Fernando with some troops. Ganahl put’
50 PA Engineers on high ground north of town & started to San Juan
with ¢ 200 after taking on Primrose's command, Patrolled trail out

of SUY to beach, Column strafed. 2 km north SJ no PA around. Japs

were not pursuing but consolidating. Then he w/d. Brougher in SF
decided on defense of Bauang. Deployed.

Dec. 2l-landings along coast, Jones may have sunk transport because
Youngblood saw one hit amid ships & go down. Artillery sank 3 land-
ing boats. Fired on barges crossing their front to land north of.
Bauang, Cranford fired 100 yd. range HE very effectively. Cranford
lost 3 guns-2 of them had been damaged at Bacnotan, Jones fired.
one gun himself because his men W, W/d thru Bauang & set up east

of town. Ganahl returned to town & found most of troops out., Bliss
was bravely loading rice on a truck., Bliss hauled Ganahl in his
Jeep to Jones. There was a negro mestizo with trucks-the only sol-
dier who had stayed on his post. He had been drinking & evidently
spoofing dalagas nearfy. He left reluctantly who Ganahl told him

to take out his vehicles. Jones later was surrounded & fought way
out one Amerifan soldier Hamilton. Most of his men lost but some
went to hills.

5 half tracks left. On road to Baguio Horan showed up with
message for Bonnett to go to Rosario. Ganahl went ahead with vehi-
cles to service & repair them in Baguio, Maj., Fellows, ex. of
Camp John Hay told him after supper that Maj. Wm. Collins, Inf,
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adviser of 7lst div. had reported on arrival in Baguio that Kenyon
road probably cut. Ganahl told not to go down rd. without inf,

i protection, Ganahl searched till 11 pm, Found Bonnett in Dilemma.

Called gates on rd. but couldn't make up mind., He asked field
ofcrs. for comment., Ganahl & Horan recommended he go down Kenyon
rd. Bonnett had ¢ 1200 men & there was only a possibility that
Japs had reached Klondyke-1lst gate, Bonnett decided 4 a.m, after

a night of bewilderment but he had an alternate plan by Bobole

& consented to go on Kenyon if Horan would do reconnaissance on it.
Horan ¢ 5 brought idfavorable report but Ganahl nét told. Column
moved out 5 a.m. & G. thought the guide did not know when he was
going. Bonnett was leading column to Bobok, Ganahl arrived there
7 pm. after hard corners & motor trouble,

(Ganahl morn of 2lst ran into Jap inf. at beach; they could have
captured him if they had held their fire. Jones & Crawford were
driven out) (H-said he was cut off, that an American named Jame-
son,his wife, few Englishmen, & ¢ 100 natives ran to the mill,

Dec. 23-rested (Japs were in Imugan Dec. 29. G-600-700 on hike, May-
be Dec, 24-Horan called & said W. ordered SPM's to return to help
him defend Baguio. Ganahl; Moses & Noble persuaded Bonnett to take
the whole command back, because they didn't like prospects of going
across trail & Having to destroy all rolling stock., Ganahl, Moses,
Noble, Bliss, ete. went ahead in cars, After a time in Baguio a
message came thru to abandon the city. (Came in clear because that
stupid Horan had destroyed his code books.) The officers started
back & not the column at Ambuclao (15 km w. of Bakod) at 4 pm.
Ganahl destroyed 3 guns there & 2 at Bobok, Turned column about

& returned to Bobok mill & destroyed vehicles. Horan also ordered
rejoin NILF, 200 joined guerrillas 1200 in no,

Dec. 25~Capt. Enriquez, G-2, 11lth Div. sent with 50 men to find
Townsend at Balete Pass. Column started & straggled to Kayapa.
Americans bunched up at head of sections & did not push soldiers..
along. Spent night there; 2 a.m, Bonnett, afrdid of the dark,

came in & awoke field officers to worry there about his fears for
their sitvation, He thought they were cut off, surrounded, or
pursued - & they were deep in the hills! They told him to go back '
to sleep. He snored so loudly Moses woke him up & insubordinately
told him he'd have to shut it up or get out,

Dec., 26-Proceeded to Tingian (sp?). Enriquez reported Townsend had
w/d to Mexico, Pamp. After much discussion Ganahl volunteered to
take short cut suggested by solicitous mestizo guide to get trans-
portation to Aritao to meet column, Started by dhobie horses, trail
gave out, they got lost, waded stream for hours, After much cussing

get out to barrio on road & after dickeqing a long time got car & gas.

Drove to Aritao. Ganahl vent his wrath at mestizo who grew excited
& drove into ditch. Arrived Aritao midnight. Bonnett there already.
Dec. 27-Bonnett thought they were cut off: released units to c.o.'s
G & 100 men & 2 BC's hiked down rd., Fellows came out with 105-150
Imugan., Horan w/200,
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Q ! Story by Lt. Ellis
= !
2
Q-:§ -
g | Capt. Henry G. Thorne, c.o., 1lst Lt, Herb S, Ellis, Capt.
3 | Frank H. Richardson, MC, 2d Lts, Charles P. Christie, Howard

A

e ] P. Hardegree, Lycurgus Johnson, James E., Mackey, Donald K, Miller,
Robert W, Newman, Wm. H. Powell, Jr., Paul Rocicot, Charles A,
Sheeley, James B. Alsobrook, W, O. John McBeth.

Stationed at Iba, 34 men & ofcrs. KIA there in bombing
Dec., 8, Lost 9-planes out of 24 at start, Completely demoralized,
straggled for two weeks, Reorganized at Nichols, Jap papers said,
3d PS completely annihilated.
Dec. 1l3-moved to Tanauan, Batangas tbo improve an airfield made by
the Engineers. Left some men at Nichols, Prepared for P-40's. &
B-17's.
Dec. 24-ordered to destroy equipment & evacuate by train to Manila.
Train did not show up so commandeered trucks, Train arrived next
day & was bombed at Calamba, Jap papers then said remnants of 3d
PS were annihilated (nb-spy work). 3d PS arrived Manila 3 a.m,
25 & began to load boat. At noon they w/d from Port Area just be-
fore air raid & ate in Lunetz on funged chow. Loaded everything in
sight afterward., Sailed for Bataan that night, arriving at Lamao.
Found own bivouac & collected their stragglers.
Dec. 28 or 9-moved to Signal Hill with mission to defend it. Began
inf, training. ;
Jan, 7=-to Biaan Pt., Regtl front on beach widely deployed. Called
"3d Pursuit Battalion Provisional Infantry 7l1st Division." 134 e.m.
extended from Kenalupatan Pt. to just short of Vigia Pt., 24 PC on
rt., Naval Bn. supposedly on left but were so thin they were never
seen, Just north of Pucot Hill. Good communications. Under Gen.
Pearce, South Sub-Sector 2, SW bck, def.

‘¢ Jan, 17-Japs discovered on Pucot hill, Notified by hearing shots.
Ellis ordered to take squad & investigate. Told by stragglers
that Japs were there. 3d PS then established a line east & west,
south of Pucot hill, Comdr., Bridget joined with Naval Bn. & took
charge. That night 20th Pursuit Squadron moved in to reinforce the
3d PS line. Localize Japs between Biaan & Los Cochinos Points
south of road. That night 3d PS returned to original beach positions
in event of other landings.

After place cleared up Japs still in area. Feb. 5 Sgt. Kelitch,
radio operator, asked a man for a match., He was a Nip & ran off,
A sentry that night killed one Jap & another got away. ¢ Feb., 4-6
cleared up when boats used. ¢ 300 Japs estimated there. Comdr,
Goodall wounded ankle when planes straffed & bombed them when they
were firing on caves. Killed 13, tools 3 line prisoners, 3 wks.
later found emaciated Jap, Filipino shot him "because he look sus-
picious.”" One Jap buried hastily in 34 PS kitchen area. Leg pro=-
truded.

At surrender, 3d PS had 16 duty men out of 100, Incendiary
bombs burned bivouac area. Shoved searchlight over cliff, Two
men reached Mindoro in banca captured later. Other men turned in.
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5th Interceptor Command Combat Unit #1

Late in January, 1941 about 150 men from Far East Air Force Head-
quarters Squadron & some SC men from Aircraft Warning Co. were
formed into two platoons of infantry for the Agloloma affair,

Capt. Horace Greeley, pilot., c.o.; Capt., Whitfield, pilot, adminis-
trative 6fcrs. 1lst Lt. Emanuel "Boots" Engle, John A. Goodpasture,
Brown; 2d Lt. Woodrow Lackey, pilot; Lts. Whitcomb & Wolfe.

Jan., 24-moved to bivouac near 9lst div. CP. Jan. 25-to Agloloma.
Bombed en route & 2 WIA, Jan, 27-replaced the line mixedly com-
posed of 803d Engineers 2lst Pursuit Squadron & a PC unit (*hose

ex was a Maj. Sperry). The Japs had landed there ¢ Jan. 23, The
line extended across Quinavan Pt, from Agloloma Bay to-other side.
AC went in on rt. flank of PC & formed rt. of line. Stayed for

2/ hrs, & were replaced by 3d Bn. 45th Inf. Co, B, 57th Inf, came
in later, AC had no contact. Then split into two units to pro-
tect the flanks of MLR occupied by 45th. Joined PC on rt. & 34th
Pursuit Squadron (under Capt. Wray) on left. Wentfold had 1 plat.
on left, Greeley the other on rt. Once backed up the 45th line

& suffered casualties. (Had heavy 30's, two 50's Springfields
(some men picked up garands but couldn't use them very well., Later
ordered turn them in after battle,

Lt. Hay, tank platoon comdr., brought down tanks Feb, 2. They
turned back immediately because of anti-tank guns. (Learned later
they had been out of action.)

Lt. Brown assisted Croom in firing mortar, One time had only
2 live rounds out of 25. .

Maj. Sam Jones drove his command car up to front line. KIA.

Feb. 6-returned to 5th Interceptor Command Hq. at Little
Baguio, Feb 4 Capt. Ed Dyess had brought in 21st Pursuit Squadron
for final push,

-Feb. 1l2-organization was reformed as the 5th Interceptor Com-
mand Combat Unit #1. It had Cas. A & B 1lst Lt. Mitchler, A & Lt.
Freeburg, B. Other ofcrs-lst Lt. Leslie "Pop" Holmes, ex., Greeley,
c.0., Lt. Barker & Whitcomb & Johnson, & Maj. Philipps, Med. C.

Sent to replace a PC anti-tank unit, under Maj. Cepeda, at
Longoskayan from Bian bay to Neklec point. Attacked to 7lst div,

& remained there to end of war,
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17th Pursuit Squadron
Story by Lt. Crosby

1lst Lt. Howard B. Connor, c.o.; lst Lt, (Capt.) Raymond Sloan,

c.o0, Jan, 28-Feb, 12 KIA; lst Lt. Ridgely Hall, admin. (reld);

2d Lts. A. W, Balfarez, Jerry O, Brezing, KIA at Angasan; Stephen

H. Crosby, Willis P, Culp, Richard L. Gillette, John P, Gillespie
(no pilot), Maurice G. Hughette, Earl H. Hulsey, Joseph L. Mc-
Clellan, James B, Phillips, Elmer B. Powell, James N, Ross. 1st

Lt., Theo, T. Brank, MC. 17th PS arrived in PI Dec., 1940 on the
Etolin, Had 192 e.m.

Crosby was executive officer. Conner & Ross, lst platoon; Belfany
& MClellan, 2d Plat; Gillespie & Hughette, 3d plat.

Evacvated Nichols field Dec. 24 & went to Pilar field. Flew recon
missions. Once Ross was coming in for landing, field signaled o.k.
but zero dived on him, McClellan however, was waiting his turn

to land & shot down the Jap.

Jan, 12-moved to Rodriguez Park., Midnight ordered to Kaibobo Pt.
beach defense, Left flank on Bobo, right 3 points north 1 (Saysain?).
Jan. 27-turned over the area to PA & moved to South-Sub-Sector Hq.
area., Noon next day ordered to go to KP 1994 for a couple of hours
to wipe out 20-30 Japs, To be attached to PC but on arrival found
no PC-just a hastily evacuated CP with a smashed switchboard, com-
plete aid station with medicines & stretchers set up on rocks.
Marched down trail then to carry out mission. Men asked officers
how to pperate rifles. After contact was made (1 pur) one man
called out, "I see a Jap in a tree waving a flag. What shall I dof"
2d Plat advanced first (after a meal on the food left cooking in PC
pots). Ran into Jap mg 400 yds. west of main road. Sloan phoned
report in & Pearce's hq. would not believe that PC had departed &
there were many Japs present. Late in the day the PC returned after
Hq. had found them, 17th w/d a little way & PC deployed behind them
for night, Lt. Brezina had been killed when he walked into a vine=
attached to a grenade. He had led a patrol of Filipinos to the left
flank to get Jap mg. When he was killed, Filipinos left him & would
not tell Americans what had happened.

Jan, 29-aided by 16 AC light mgs. advanced 2 km., to base of Angasan
Pt. before contact. (Jap OPLR had w/d during night). 49th Inf,

2d Bn. arrived. That night PC stampeded when fire crackers went off.

ANSAYAN PT. SILILIAAM

AGLOLOMA PT.
34t
PURSUIT
Sqdn. PA. =

AC. PS.
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Capt Sloan hit by mg in abdomen ¢ Feb., 12 when 17th CP surrounded.
He tried find way out ran right into Jap as scared as he was.
Bronk was with him, Had to evacuate north to Bobo., Sloan died
during operation, Ted had given him plasma at collecting station
en route., Lt. Powell then became c.,0. Anayasan affAgr casuvalties
for 17th-2 officers KIA; (18 KIA in whole war flying etec. Only 1
e. m, WIA none K.
Feb, 17-squadron moved to Bian river bridge ¢ KP 180. Rested one
day then tools over Bren carriers as reserve unit. TFeb. 1860 to
Quarantine base. 1st Lt., Hugh Marble 1 from 20th PS) became c.o.
Feb. 19-to Los Cochinas Point & northward to 5th Interceptor sector.
2% - 3 mi, of beach defended by 165 men. 2d plat. on south lst &
3d on north, No reserve. Food brought by boat till Hughette &
Fralick left for Indo-China., Then packed in over rough terrain on
mules, ;
17th formed a part of a unit called the 24th Pursuit Group-3d,
17th, 20th (21st & 34th attached).
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20th Pursuit Squadron
Story by Lt. Fulks

Capt. Joseph Moore, c. o. Capt. Garrett, adj., Lts. Roberts &
Shelton, admin. ¢ 36 ofcrs - five lst Lts 34 second Lts. 7 got
out to Australia, 2d Lt James W, Fulks one of pilots.

Dec. 8-2d Lt James Drake's plate hit by bomb in air just after he
had taken off., Dec, 10-Lt. McCowan came in, hit hole, took off
again but hit tree. Died later, Limb crashed down & hit Alder
& killed him, A limb bruised, Fulks.

20th had 21 planes at start. 18 destroyed Dec. 8., Thereafter
the pilots alternated with the 17th in flying missions in 17th
planes, 2 officers, WIA Dec. 8, ' 1 left on hosp. 'ship ¢ 20 e. m,
casualties for whole war; 9 KIA, Lts. Louch, Luker, Drake,
Mulcahy KIA., Reconnaissance & strafing missions after Dec. 8.
Dec. 24-ordered to Bataan., Spent oneday in bivouac near Balanga,
Thence to biv., near Pilar 3-4 days, then to Mariveles cut-off
for rest of war. All Pursuit Squadrons organized under 5th
Intercepted Command & rotated on ¥8 planes.

Early in January Lt. Marshall Anderson got in dog fight,

shot down 2 Jap planes. His own plane set afire. &s he para-
chuted down Japs riddled his chute with bullets so that he plum-
meted to death., When his body was found it had no bullets but
the chute was filled with holes.,
Jan, 2l-ordered to 3d Pursuit position on beach. At 10:30 pm
ran into Jap patrol on road; Fulks WIA multiple bullet wounds
in right leg. He was only casualty of Pucot hill in the 20th
PS.

Capt. Moore flew missions to Cebu & Del Monte to bring

" medicine back., (Carried radiograms out).

Participated in Subic raid in which Lt. Crellin KIA. (Fossey's
story). 20th PS given Mariveles field & stood by for planes.
Some pilots were on training table. None got to Corregidor on
surrender. 145 e. m, started war; 57 died in prison up to July
1943. 17 others missing (probably died or killed on hike)., 3
officers died in prison.
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21st Pursuit Squadron
Story by Lt. Parcher

Arrived Nov, 20, 1941 with 18 officers & 210 e.m. 21 P-40E's

for them were already in P, I, Capt., William E, Byess, c. o.

(went to Davao & escaped & got back to US?), Capt. W. R. Brenner,

MC, 1lst Lts. H. H. Ball & Lawrence W, Parcher, 2d Lts. R. D.

Clark (KIA 12191417; J. P. Cole (went south); L. A. Coleman, J,.

V. B. Donaldson, L. B. Golden Jr., S. C. Grashio (to Australia),

R. S. Ibold, B. S. Irvin, Harold Johnson, J. E. May (KIA Agloloma);

J. L. McGown, L. L. Schramski, A. F. Williams (south). Leo Bolens

(south), J., P, Burns (KIA Mindanao 4/42).

Dec. 8-at home station, Nichols, Flew to Clark that night.

Dec. 9-4 planes cracked up on teke off at dawn., Clark killed when

he hit B-17 parked on field. Dust, holes & darkness caused

troubles,

Dec. 10=Nichols bombed & strafed. 4 em KIA.,

C Dec. 15 or 20-to Lubao to build field. Jan. 3-to KP 184. 7

west side as mobile reserve,

¢ Han, 29-1 platoon sent to Quinavan Pt. Next day rest of squadron

went. 1st Platoon-Lt. Ball; 24 plat-Parcher; 3d Schramski (all

had infantry training.

1 Co. 803d Engrs. on at of line. Quinauan Pt.

1 man KIA, 1 WIA first day in 21st. Parcher's plat.
on rt. bent out when
Japs hit center & left

24 AP }) him alone.
. s s
‘ 21 PS
; @2-1?—" PS.

Jan., 30?-45th 3d Bn. arrived. 2lst w/d for week to bivouac area.
Feb., 6-21st returned to help strenghten gaps in line. Parcher's
plat. on rt. relieved Co. L, 45th which had 15 PS left on line.
Tanks came in to help next day. They cleared resistance & 2lst
followed them in, Walkie-talkies used. 5 KIA; 1 an ofer-Lt.
May killed by Jap who stayed under tank & fired when it passed
_ over him at May following it. 27 WIA, Next day reached beach on
right & fired at swimming Japs. Later 16 men went in 2 shole boats .
towed by armored tugs. Dyess in charge of 1 section after firing !
at remnants on shore they landed with Lewis gpdns & asbestos gloves l
to clean up resistance., Dive bombers attacked. 1 projectile [
landed on Trail., One of the 2 men Parcher sent for water caught & 2
|
§

B

upper half of him blown away. A Scout Peering from behind tree, had

half his face blomoff, At dusk that day the 21st pulled out to

bivouac.

Feb, - - Parcher & 80 men to Cabcaben; rest to Bataan field &

remained as AC till war ended. Parcher & a few men reached Corregi- e
dor via skiff & the Harrison. Lost his musette bag in skiff told Ts
to leave gear & get it in morning., Parcher assigned to Marinas ‘
at Middleside with Capt. Schofner 1 who escaped from Davao). = ,

Results of war: 4 officers killed or died; 107 dead &, m. 2 -
unknown, \
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34th PURSUIT SQUADRON
Story by Lt. Paulger

Arrived Nov, 20, 1941, 1lst Lt. S. H. Marett, c. o. 2d Lt.
B. S. Brown, operations officer. 14 pilots 2 administrators-
2d Lts. Pagel, McDaniel, Hall, Knockstedt; Baker, Robb, Cross-
land, Nicol, Paulger, Coleman, Bryant. 1 Pilot per squad. Not
organized into platoons,
Dec. 8-at Del Carmen sugar central. 22 planes-P-35s. 218 em,
At noon, heard bombing of Clark, 9 or 12 planes & took off &
saw some Jap at 4,000 ft., Fired few rounds but Japs left., Pa=-
trolled an hour,
Dec. 9-ordered to San Marcelino. 6 planes went & landed just as

B-17s began to land also.

Dec. 1lO-returned to Del Carmen ordered to go to Vigan & strafe
everything on the water, Fired on barges, small boats & transport
which exploded, blowing right wing off Marett's plane & killing
him, Lt. Houseman's (atchd from 20th) engines quit, baled out,
reached squadron again in 4 days. (4 planes had to return to
field because of engine trouble & Paulger's wouldn't even leave
field,) At noon 6 or 11 Japs strafed their field, burned a gas
trailer & all but 5 planes. A P-40, who heard of the action,
arrived over the field in time to shoot down 1 Jap, That night
the squadron moved into town & afterward just watched the planes
go over,
Dec, 25=to Orani field from which they flew recon, alternating
with 17th & 20th, 2 flights daily-dawn & sunset. 9 planes in
operation at Orani & 9 at Bataan field-the extent of the US air’
force. 18 P40s. Only accident was when Paulger hit soft spot
& used brakes. Turned upride down & wrecked plane but did not
hurt himself,
cJan, 4-ambitious plan to ambush some bombers. Planes from both
fields were to rendezvous over China sea & attack as Japs came
in, Communications bad, they failed to take off together, :
Missed Japs. 1 flight went on to Mindanao as ordered, the rest
of P'40's returned to the field on Bataan, After this the 34th
PS moved to Little Baguio & thence to beach deflense ¢ Jan, 8 at
Agloloma, Had 6 50 cal. air-cooled mgs, Springfield rifles, no
bayonets.
Jan, 23-Japs landed at Quinanan, 1 AC gun position there but
crew evidently asleep. The operation awoke them & they crept
back to their CP, Japs evidently had stocked the position with
food & material ahead of time.
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- Each pilot had a squad of ¢ 25 men. PA cadets were there on

defense & they had six 30 cal. mgs.

34th attacked enemy. Asked Gen. Selleck for mortar se-
cond day & got it. ;

Jan, 24-Paulger was leading patrol to relieve night shift.
Firing opened up; he hit ground, bullet struck his left hand &
right shoulder, ¢ 8-10 e.m. KIA, ¢ 12 WIA., No officers KIA;

2 WIA (Jennings & Paulger). 1lst Lt. Bob Wray become c. o, at
Orani. Hall & Baker DS to fly from Bataan field, Hall MIA on

a flight, Coleman, Robb & Brown to Australia April 8. McDaniel
& Croslin reached Mindanao., McDaniel KIA there; Croslin ranked
out of his seat for Australia, Bryant went to Corregidor with
AA. Erickson, Croslin & flew 3 P40s up from Mindanao.
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